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• . '.n 7 , 

The Coi Nc ii. iiift In jlnv* (Mi.unlxT ni' Hie Li^pislaiive 

Biiil(liii»\ Cali'utia, on Wednf'.silay, iln* iiiHi Kt'bniary, . at 

p.ni., the first ilfty of the Fir^t oSe^sion. jJ)Ui‘'nai;t to section 

of th(‘ (lovefnineiit of India Act. 

Mr* ^’residnnl* (the llon’hh^ M*. Svi^ENHiM (blwiHt. MiTltV^ was 
in Hie (jhyir. 


Obituary Reference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: II on'lde M(‘inl)ejs (d‘ t.he Legislative (\>yiicil. 
Since w(* met last, HcuyiMl lias lost two (d* her most d\st i^io-nished 'sons, 
India., a brave fi^diter and Asia, om; of tlie most conKjiirnons fi^rnres of 
tlic post-wai‘ perioTT^ ' , . ‘ . 

The death of ^fiistafa Tvemal Atatnrk.has wnnovfnl a reallv romantic 
personality from the world’s sta^e. lie was" a valiant soldier, a 
mpable rule], ir wise sratesman and, judL^ed by llie striking’ achiev(*- 
TTH'nts whicli wei'c crowdeil into Iun all toff brud’ pul^lic (‘ar(M*r, an 
niKjUestionablN ;^ieal man., lie was one of tho^^e r<;marl\able jnen’ whom 
destiny Jiad thrown into the nndee of imst-win’^Hiirupi;, e/hife tln^ 
world \sas Vtill in the Aofte\ id revoint ionats iJianj^n-.N. The “sick 
nii^i td Kurojic’* *\\as dyin^ 4 ‘; ' Hut ^a comjiarat ively' junior o’tlicei * in 
the Ibirki.sh Arm> ilycided that Turkey must live' and iiot (lie. lie' 
was nom* otiier thaiy Mu^tata Kemal IbiNljjj, .1 Ik* Saviour <d' Turkey. 
It is a heroic stgiA nf battb“«. alid ^wi.se example’* .*1,^ peai’e-inakinp;, 
which •>rT""rtu* wholf* 4)i the Eastern lleiiiispheif abb^e. [f at tliat 
-Hminent of his suiereme triumph, hi^ judo-inent had^ b(*co^me a little 
uii)alan(‘ed, and KerntTf had thou^dit ‘more of. realising-’ his persona! 
^mbition.s* he (‘ould <‘i»sily havj become a Di-^turber of ]h*ace in the* 
Near East. But he was no piere sj)|difr intoxicated wiili powei. After 
the battle was won, Ghazi Mtisiafa K. iiiaT Vasha^ di'i ided to consecraU; 
his enerp'ies to the task of ‘’■ivinjr a dynamic expn^ssion to flu* inaiiiculaif 
hopes and ambitions of his felln^v-eoTiiyrxrnen. He established a 
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Republic, ^bt^lished tl^ Cqliphate^ emancipated tM Turkish womenfolk 
from the Rurdah, revitalised the Turhwh languag^ and industrialised a 
piVdoiuinantly agricultural ♦ population. Even Peter the Great 
probably di^ upot do more, In the brief space o| sist/ien years, to educate 
his benighted countrymen in the Arts, Sciences and manners of civilised 
Europe. He was great jn himself but gre^^r as the centre* of the, 
elf arts of a pep^le to re-CBeate‘ itself. It is this example of his* genius 
in war and peace that itt Kemal’s prjcelKjs legacy to thft people^? of 

* Entirely different in charaider, tliough liot jferhaps in* the intrinsic 
value\ of Civilian lift* and* ifction, w’ere the achievements of Dr. Sir 
Brojendra Mith Seal, wlio left fhft conn try t.poorer by his death but 
richer by liis meiTTiorv. Here wtTs one Vho was primarily a man of 
‘Uiohght. That J)r. Seal was ih great philosopher and great 
edu(;ationii<<^ Jhdr be was a*ht^rateur and Tmiiheniatician of the first 
order and tlial Ik; was viHutly learned in ihe Social Sciences, was known 
quite well in India and beyoVb, li‘ the tremendous sf^eep,of his 
intellect, lie took all knowledge as his province. And he was, as Poet 
Tagore lias beautifully put it, “a Seer in the Penan*Jc^forest *ot 
lluinanity,’ where in the lieavcns of meditation, in the interval of 
Aeons tlie stars greet one another (‘merging from the Deep”. Like 
the Risliis of the Lpanishads, he used to soar in supreme majesty on 
the inacbessible heights of knowledge, not in disdain of tlie earth 
“wh/'re caries abound(‘d” but In •search of the liaCit that would illumine 

the soul’s dar'k eoriiers*. 

• 

^'.Lite to him- mas aji \nt.elleeluai. adventure and a spiritual quest. 
The tragedy of his iatei; years, ^ mdieii in attt*ml)ting to piece together 
lii.s life’s labours in th* form of a synthetic; iiliilosophy he was prostrat- 
ed again and again by strokes of paralysis, was too. deep for wflrcls, 
and the loss* to B(^ifgal*and the world througJi this misfortune was 
immei/fm ruble, w 

AJr. Giri,*^ (Jhahdra Bose, Founder, Principal and Rector in succes- 
sion of the Bangabj^si (kdlege, Calcutta, passed am^ay full^of years and 
hoftoursj Duriu^/^the* trying da>% of fhe Non-cp-bperation‘. arid •the 
‘Civil Resistance Movements^ and after, the B^n^abasi College afforded 
assort of -asylum, to ajl- those students and professors wKo would not 
be accepted hyi Ollier (‘oll(*ges, im Priiu‘i])al Boie dijJ not believe in 
penalising ypi^g num for their views on politififl* issues. 

As a Uauhei* Mr. Bose miuj* widely res^eoted for his sympathetic 
dnterest in the progress of his p\B| 1 ils^and also his generous, apprecia- 
tion of the xlifficulties -oh poor students desirous of prosecuting higher 
studies. lie popujarised the stydy of 4?lementary and higher ‘Botany, 
*^11 our schools and colleges tniuugli well-edited treatises in Bengali on 
the suliject. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Maulana Shaiika^Ali passed •away fr5iu Hie scene of ''his earthly 
labours all too suddenly. His ^eath i.*^ all tko more rejyrettable because 
it occurred^ at a time when^the ooiii\iry could ill-afford, to apafe him. 
Robust optimism aUout I’he future destiny of bis MotherRuid was the 
most d^stinjiruishing trait of Maulana Shaukat Ali’s character. * He 
‘never wavered in hk i(?ealism, never despaired, however ‘dismal the 
outlo()k, .of ^India ultimately attaining her national ;?dai of Independ- 
ence, and* never doubted that a lasting* understanding would be reaidied 
betw^een the two principal communities in this country. The joyous 
abandon of his nature* was often misunderstood, but I cah testify tc 
the generosity of liis nature nnd the purity o? natives wdijc’ir prompted 
his actions from my personal experience wdiich dates back to the days 
when the Ali Brothers were* less known to their countrymen than 

I’ e . ' fc* 

they became after the Khilafat ^novemept. Those^ wdio had opportrf- 
niiies of coming inj;o closer contact w’lth him could hot but be 
impressed by the absolutely guileless dealings and tlie transparent 
bonhomie "Iff the man. In his case it could truly he said that his 
massive physic}ue concealed wdthin it a really big heart. And, gentle- 
nfen, thf‘i^d are exactly the qiialities that our country needs at this 
hour and even in this House*, while w'e meet to shape the destinies of 
our province. 

Ah a mark c»f respecl to tlie memory of tlie departed great the 
Hon’ble Members wiH p]eu;^e rise in tl^en* st*ats just for a moment. 

(Hon’ble i.’n*m])ers toso in their seats.) 

Thank you, gcTrn(‘iiH*Ti . I toke it that it is the d'^sirc* of tlie House 
to convey to the mf‘mi)ers of the* rc'speetiye lieroaved families the deep 
sympathy and cond(dene(*s of this House. 

(Cries of “yes” “yes’”* from all sides of the* House.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall now* take up the Questions which could 
not be answered during Ibe last August Session. 


QUESTIONS.AND ANSWERS 

j # • ’i 

Replies to Quetiiont unanswered (n the August Session* 1 93S. 

I > 

Chittagong College and Kh^stagir Girls’ High English School. 

.» ♦ * » 

Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Has the iAtteniiod of the IIon'^bL^ 
AHnister in charge of the Education Department been drawn* b) the 
resolutions recently passed by the * Mirnioripal (kunmissioners of the 
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ChittUgoiij( tM^nicipalifj^ afii also "to ^esohitionS pj^sed at a represeaita- 
tive meeting of the leading^ citizoi^s of Chittagong requesting the Govern- 
ment tfO — . 

(?;) sanction the extension scheme of the Chittagong College ’ in 
order to provide more accommodation;. 

‘(^/) to raisjB /he Ih*. Kkastdgir Girls’ High English School at Chitta- 
gong to the stalus ol' an Intermediate College for Girls ; ,and 

(Hi) to j^tart a vernacular training school for women at Chittagong? 

« 

(t) If ^o, does the Gqve^ nment contemplate to take early steps to 
give effect toctkese recommendatioiii^or any of them? ‘If not, why not? 

(c) Has the schpme for the eiftensioiU'of. the Chittagong College 
‘£:oceived admiriistrative approval? Tf^ncft, why not? 

(d) Is k'a fjfct' that the '•Government has iisked the JnspectreWvpf 
Schools, Dacca Circle, to^send a scheme for openiitg* a vernacular train- 
ing school for girls at ('hittagong? If so, has the scheme hthn received 
by the Government? if not, does the Government intend to take imme- 
diate steps to get the school started at Chittagong as early iw^possiblc? 

(e) Is it a fact that a proposal to attach I.A. classes to the 
Dr. Khastagir Girls’ School was sent to Government by the Managing 
Committee of the School as early as 192(i? If so, why has the Govern- 
ment not takfin any action on it? 

(/) Iv it vi daft, that the Mamiging (V)minittec of the Dr. Khastagir 
Girls’ High English School passed a resolution at its last ‘sitting recoin- 
meirding to tlie Gvvcrnment to raise the school to the skHus of a Second 
grade College for G'liis? If so, does the Govcinmeiit contemplate to 
take any st^p to give effect to these recommendations? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Minister 
in change of the Edtication Department): {a) Yos. 

(6) {iy At present there is no proposal for tlu' expansion of the 
(ffiittagoiig College.*' Hut there is a scheme for the exttjnsioK of the 
labbratories of tlie /‘ollege, which is undei'' consideration of GoVernmacit. 

(li) A proposal for adding Tiitermodiate CfasA'es to Dr. Khastagir’s 
H:gh Schdoh for tiiaJsiat riiittagong, was considtA’ed in 1920, hut the 
proposal had tS/'ho dropped as tifl' t,^niversity of* ( ’almit t a ^vas not in 
favour of attcc/ihg (‘^^llegi' classes to High schoors’ttnd the two together 
being run as* one and the samq institnti<>o.*j, proi)osal for establis- 
hment of a training \sclHfol for Muslim girls at Chittagong has been sub- 
mitted by so-me citizens, of Chittagong and the matter has been referred 
to i.he TnsjVtdres.s^of Schools. Dac^a C^clh, whose report is awaited. 

I * t • ® 

' (t?) ‘to (e) The ipiestions are covered by the answers to (h), 

if) No such proposal ha^* yet been received by Government. 
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f 

Rules for the appointment and pro^tions'of Covernment •servants. 


100. Rai MANMATHA NAT41 BOSE Bahadur (on IMialf (d Rai * 


Bahadur .Keshab Chanc(ra Banerjee): (a) Will ^the Hon'ble Minister 
»in chiirj^e of the Ecli|i*at)on Departnient^be i)1ease(l to * 

% * . * • . ’ 

(i) whether there are p/esc^ibed rutea foV the appointment and pro- 

^ inotio;i*of Government servants; 


(ii) whether there' are any rules in the oflice of <he dteglstrur cl* 
Assurances, Calcutta, regarding*appointment and i^rombtion ? 


(b) Tf the answer to («) be the alfirmative, wilt the lloi/'b?.r ' 
Minister be pleased to «tate whether Ih^, President of the^ All-Bengal 
Registration femploj^es’ Association address^l communications on the 
24th May, .Ji 938, to the Registrar of Assurances, (\ilculta, tin* Hon’ble 
the lYemier and the Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal, on the 
subject ^ 

(c) If the answer, to {b) is in the aliirmative, will the ITon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what answers were given by^the Registrar 
of Assurances, (Calcutta, tlie Inspector-(i(‘neral of Uegistrat ion, B(‘ngjd, 
and the Secretary, Education Depart men t, to the h'tter, Mated the 1st 
June, 193(S, from th^ Pre.-^idenf, All-Benga! Ib'gistratij)]', Eip])J«yees’ 
Association, n’egardiii;?' the einpiiry relating ’ to ap])ointm(‘Tits and 
promoKons in th^J>dlcutta Registrfition Gfficey 


The Hon’ble. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Education Department): •(r/)!(/) There are 

different rules for different deiiartments and difl'ermil ckisses. of f) dicers, 

• . • ^ . • • 

(Ii) There are no rules for tliis office ex(jept tho^gWfr^l irfst ructions 

containwl in T)a]agraph 310 of tlie Bengal Regisinrlion MSinirtil. 

*(h) ]V'o conununiT’afion of this date and on this subject ^was deeeiv(‘d' 
by the Tnsppctor-Geh*era‘I of Registration^a^nd the fdiief Minister but 
one was received bv Uie Registra* of Assuraiicesf 

• . 

(c) N(Vr?ply api^edfs to have been gi\en by tln^ Regi\njr of (Jaleiitta 
to the President of the All-Bengal Registration Employt'csJ Assoi iation. 
As no communication received, ^ly *t he Ins}*ector-General of Regis- 
tration, no reply was calh!d fof by liim. A cojiy of letters No. 022- 
Regn.,, dated tlie lltli Jul>^ J938, ,aml No. Jlll7-R(*gii.* dat^d the ‘hOth 
August, 1938, sent by the 8ecretarv,*Educfttioii.])ei)artment, ip reply 
to the letter, dated the Ist June, 1938, from the President, AlDBengal 
Registration Employees' Association, on, the fable. 
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" Hiatsfhient refer Ai (o *in the to quejUon ISo, lOU, 

• • 

No. 6^2 Regn., dated Calcutta, th^ 11th July, 1938. 

t 

From — S. M.» Murshed, Esq., Assistant Secretary to .the (iov- 
ernment of Bengal, Education Department, * 

To — The President, .All-Bengali, Registration Employees’ 
Association . 

^Filling up of vacancies in the posts of copyists in the office 
‘ of the Registrar of Assurances. 

Your letter No. 114, dated the ist June,* 1938, has been received and 
*^H1 receive due attention. 

No. 907-Regn., dfited Calcutta, the 30th August, 1938. 

' If’ 

From — T. M. Dow, Esq., i.c.s., Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, Education Department, • ’ 

To — Tlie President, All-Bengal Registration Employees’ 

, Association. 

In coiltinuation of this department letter No. 622-Regn., dated the 
11th July, 1938, I am directed to state that the procedure laid down in 
paragraph 310 of Iii^t ruction and Orders in tl.h Bengal Registration 
Manual, 1938, is followed in the cases of appointm<^it and promo.tion in 
th«* clerical services in d,he Registration Offices. It ^,as been reported 
by the Inspector-General ‘of Registration, Beng.al* that he had occasion 
to examine the cases of jmmiotion recently made in the office of the 
Registrar of .Calcutta and he found that no injustice had been done to 
any body concerned. ' 

r ’ 

lEducation cess in Murshidabad district. 

. 101. Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur (on behalf of RUja 
Bhupendra ifarayan Sinha ^Bahadur, of Nachipur): (a) Will the 

Bfen’ble* Kintster ir* di-fge*'of the Education Department be pleased to 
lay* on the tablg^'copies of the resolutions passed by the District Board 
of Murshidul^ad^ on tlie 7th December, 1937, and^^oV the 15th January, 
1938, in connexion with tlije* imposition of Education cess hi 
^Murshidabad district? ** 

(5) Ha'v^e’ tha Government ac^ed in accordance with the resolutions 
sp passed by the Dk-?trict Bpa'rd ctf Murshidabad? 

(c) Jf not,' what are the reasons for ignoring the consensus of 
opinion of a public body lik-? ih'e District Board ? 
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1939.] QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

. • • • A \ * 

' (ei) Is it a fact !hat.tne Government havp notified umier^notifitiatiun, 
dated the 14tli Ai)ri], 1938, tliat'^the Bengal Rural Primary Education 
Act of 1930 would come into force in' tlii district of Murshidabad with 
effect from the 14tli^pril, 1938? 

* (c) Is it a fact that there liave been floods in several places of 
.Murshidabad district an,d that tlie standinuk crons liave lu;t‘n ^ wa'shed 
awa^ and damaged? 

•(/) I^it’a fact.tlial a Flood ‘Uelh'f Committee has l>een started with 
the local Circle •()tii(ier, Mr. A. K. Biswas, ^s Presidents to hel}> tlio 
distressed i)eoplc? • 

i//l Has tlie. attention of the Hon’ble*Minister l)een^<hawn to tue 
publications in newspapers regarding the floods and the distress pre- 
vailing in Murshidabad di.strl(d ? ' ^ * 

(Ji) Have the Goveri^ment ascertained the views* oti thejenants with 
regard to the 1m])o,sitjon of Education cess in the district untler existing 
conditions? 

{if Do the Government consider the desirabilil.\ of ])()st.poning the 
imposition of Kducatioji cess thi'' vear considejing the ])itiable circum- 
stances of tin* tenants.-^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Education Department): At ten curefid enquiry the 
Collection of the Ediwation cess has now been deferred in the (jjstrict 
of Murshidal^^id until* Turther orders. 

Primary education tax. 

102. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon;ildc Minister 
in charge of the Education Department la* i)lcasefl to ^statV — 

§ ’ 

(a) whethe]- the (70\<*rnment i> aware that Ihe people* pf -Chit ta- 
jong, "Noakhali aijd 3’i])]MMa are ]>ro^e.st in*g^<igf»,iinst and 
y.senting vehemently the ini]H)si1 ion o? ]»rin)i»ry ‘Ediicaiion 
a\ in*lho''e distrfets; 

(h) whether tlie* Gf)vernmejit i)roposv* to susj)end the im])ositioii 

and realisation of such a tax; and 

, ^ 0 

tri vihathef tl|(^ frovemment propose to select tlJ^se districts for 
iiilrothicing free and conijuilsory primary ediujatiori withoui 
levy of a fre^h CilxafitU) on the j)eopl(^ of those fdaces; if jiot, 
. Avhy not ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDQfN, (on beflaif of the MiffTstOf 
in dharge of the Education Departmont) : (</) and (/;) Tli(> crtlealion 
of Education cess has been suspended in fh’^ districhs of (fliittagong anri 
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Qrr-ESTIONK AND INSWEKS. 


[Sxrf Feb., 


Noakhali. In* Tipperaf the •collection ot ttie cess win go on as rfe^m- 
m^nded hy the District Magistrate, ^TMppera, and the Commissioner, 
Chittagong Division. 

« I 

{&) It liJis not been possioie so lar lor urovernmenr lo evoive atiy 
scheme of Jree and colnpulsory primary educaticMi which can be financed 
withouf the levy of the Education cess. * 


Cleilcs and copyists of the Calcutta Registration Office. 

r , ■ I ^ 

103. MANMATdA' NATH B08E. Bahadur (pn bahalf of Rai 
Bahadur Keshab Chandra BanerjM): (a) Will tli^ Hon’ble Minister 
^ charge of the Education pej>artment b’e pleased to day on the table 
a statement ^iviii^* the names qf those clerks and co])yists of the Calcutta 
llegistratioh Office, 'wlio liave'been granted extension of st^rvice. sliowintr 
therein — 

(i) their tenure of service; 

{ii) their salaries at fhe time of extension; and 

(iii) whether they are drawing the maximum paj ? 

t 

(6) Will4he llon’ble Minister be pleaseil to state whether he con- 
templates any action in this ma/ier? r * 

* • ' ’ ' .V ■ , ^ . 

(c) Is it not a* fact that the Hon’ble the Fremier staled in answer 

t (^■.question No.. ^03 (6)/ dated the.2lHt March , in the ilengal 

Legislative Council that, extra copyists were not, Government servants 
except when they were^. appointed in place of petmauent employees? 

(d) If 8 ( 1 ^ do Government propose to ke^p a service book for each 
extra copyist attached to the office of the Registrar of Assurances, 
Calcutta, as stated fa the answer to question. No. 4 (h), dated the 30th 
fliily, Ith'iT, ^in din' Rengal Legislative Council? 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (offi«.behalf of the Minister 

charge «f,the Eduction .bepartment): (.r) A Hlulomenl is plarod un 
the tahl,e." 

(6) No. ' 

(c) Yes. 

(d) As extr^ copyists' are not permanent Government servants, the 
(jueajion of keeping sefvice bqpk^ for» them does not arise. ‘ A con- 
'8olida|ed register containing their service records is maintained iti the 
office of the Registrar of .^e^^nces, Calcutta. 
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1989.j‘.. QUESVOifS AND^ ANRWJifts. 


' 8taJkme>nt referred to in th6 repl^to question No, 10^%hmving (he Outvies of the 
clerks and copyists of the ClUctUta ^Registration Office, wha have bem 
granted extension of service. * ^ 


•, Names. 

! • ' 

Nature of 
service. 

• 

Temy^ of 
• seryioe. 

• 

• 

Salary at 
the time^^J 

•ofexten- 

• • 

Sion. 

Whether 

drawing 

nmximum 

pay- 

(1) Babu Jogin Ch. Bhatta- 
charjee. * ‘ *'• 

Clerk ^ e . 

** *• 

35 years 

• IVs.. 

e 

No. 

(2) Babu Jyotish Ch. Ghosh 

% • 

• 

Copyiit . . 

• 

2(1 „ 

, *50 

e 

Yes.* 


« Primary Education Cess. 

# < • * 

104. . Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE (on behalf of Mr. H. P. 

Poddar^* • (a) Will the IFoii’lilo Minister in ehargo of tlie Kiluealion 
Departineiit be pleast'd b) state wlietlu^r it is a fact that the n^eent 
primary odncation eess has ])een levied on tbe basis ot tin* valuation of 
laud as estimated in 1!)2()? • 

(h) If tbe ans^^er to part (a) is in tlie attinnativa*, tlio Hon’ble 
M in i ster aw a re — 

(/^ tbai sunee 192b the value of^land Las diopj)efl to l(‘ss than halt;^ 
and.^ •' . • . 

(/;) that due (o fliis fall iu (lie vulue of*laiiiT (tie reni-earMers aie 
the most bard hit class • 

(c) if the answer to ]»mt (b) i.> in tlm utbrmakive, will^tlu* lloirble 
Minister l>e pleased to state whether (lovermneiit* |>roI)yse to re^^ise the 
primary education cess and to levy the saimy’on .the i)jesent-da> 
valuatiGn of land? , . 

• 

•The Hoi^ble KItwaJa Sir NAZIIffUODIN (on.be4Slf of the 'Minister 
in charge of the EducifitiM Department): Ja) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Priipaiv E<fucation Act in Mymeiisingh 

105. Mr. LALIT qH(tNDRA DA8: Will the Hob bJ« Ministf i in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased* to ftjate — 

(a) whether the Primary Kducajion Act i>^ in up^ratjon in tin’ 

’ district of Mymenskigh ;* 

(b) how many villages and how many unions thete are in that 

district ; 
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Qlfi5STION'S AND A'NSFEBS- [Stij Feb., 

(c) how*i)fan,v j)ri)K;)iy schools there tire in each of the unions in 

that distrie’t itiul how. inanV of them are upper primary 
« 

• BchooLs ; 

(d) (i) is the totiil iiiiinfu*!' of jinpi^ now jeeeivinj^ inetruc- 

^ions ill thftse scliools, 

(m)* what is *11ie 'if)ial teaeliers thi<»‘at?e(l in tliosc schools, * 

and 

(nV) of,tliose teachers, linw many are Hindus wnd how many 

* , , Moslems.; 

(e) (/)rwhji1 is jlie a*/eva^‘e pay of ieacuers in tliose primary 
bc.lfo'ols, and 

(ii) what is the* minimum (piTilificaiioh rvipiired of those teachers; 

• * * . 

(/) (0 wheiHer'ediiealioii gis free fn those jjriinary schools, and 

(ii) whet I k'j* * compiilf^on lias heim introduced there; 

(g) if the answ(‘r to (/) (ii) Ifc, in the nej»ativ(% whether ^he llon’ble 
Minister will be pleased to state wh.y no eomjiulsion Jias been 
introduced there; 

(h) whet tier there is any fixed jilan by which in the course of a 
certain number of years, the primary education in Mymen- 
sinj^'h wiU he made coinimlsory ; 

fl 

(i) it so,* \\lieih(‘r the Hoii'lih* Ministei- will he ]deascd to give a 

. ]>ii(,‘f puiliiH' of tliat plan and w hhthei*“ hat ]dan contemplate^ 

also tojiiuke primars education free; 

* * 

(j) whal lias, lH‘cn, the total expenditure so far**(^:t ot the public 
Kxch(*((U(*V for those lu iniary scliools* in !Nrymensirigh ; and 
what has ht'cn tin* haail eontrihutioh ; 

(k) whiktlu'j' the Hoiri)h‘ Minisler proposes to -issue necessary 
insiiiytious til the jiroper authorities to remove unemploy- 

. nieiiV in t,lu‘ ranks of the reh’asod ^detenus and internees who 
ai^e 4 lul\ ;iualified, !)> appointing as many of them as teachers 
ay ])(!ssjh(e ^\ henever ne^^ reeiiiihs an* taken ip or a.n\ 
vaeann’es ^occur in Mtmensivgli and no otLief disirictfj, of 
liengal'in ])rimar\ sehoids; it not, wdiether Hon’ble Minister 
>jill be pleas^ed.^o state the grounds .for refusing to issue 
sucty i'TTstnict ions ; am| 

(l) whejh/’ tlie rTTonMile ^linistor will he ])l?en«ed^ to oive an assur- 
a;n‘e.to tlie public that in those scliools, eommunalism in no 
shajie or foim will lie ^gight or encouraged H' 

^he H6n’ble l(hwaj» Sir. NAZlMUI^DrN (on behalf of the Minister 
*m chiirge of the Editoatioh DepVtment): (a) Yes. 

(h) The number of villagH';^— 10^,290. The nunilier of unions — 527. 
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19S9g QUESTIONS AXD^ ANSWEES. 

•(e) There are on an aveVagti 6*2 prihuyv* schools in a union and 
all of them are four-class primary schbolig as outlined in the Governm'ent 
resolution. No. 1037-Edn., Jated the; 9th Mferch, 1937. . * 

. (d) (i) The tot^ nuniher of pupils — 197,090. 

(27),The total imnff^r of teacliers — G,077« 

^*A)^The number of Hindu teachers — l*Gl?4*. 

• The Clumber of Moslem ie;*e]ieis— 4,41 1 . 

The number (If oVj^u teachers — 4‘.?. 

(e) (0 The average ]»ny Hs. 11 per me^is^m. 

(n) Minimuiu,(iualiity‘ati<ms - M.Y. or T.M. 

(/) (0 Yes. 

(//) No. 

(f/), Of) and (/) (K)vernmenl will be prepaiyd to consider tin* (|Ucstion 
of enforci]ig cohipulsioii when ade<juati* facilitie.s to?' priniaiy education, 
justifj^dng^sucli entorcemeni, hav(* lu'cn provided. 

. 0 'J> informal 1(01 is not available but if the member desiri'S, a 

further cominuni( at ion will be* made to him gi\ing the information. 

(Ji) As appointmenis ate made in most ras(‘s b\ n(,)n-( lovernmeiit 
bodies, such a di]‘ecti(»n is not feasible. 

(1) No such assurance is m‘C(‘ssarv until the. n(*ed for it is proycil. 

Primary Education. Cass. 

106. Mr. I^MIIJI KUMAR DATTA:’(.;) . \ViH Uib iWrtle 

Minister in charge of (.he Education Department lx* fd(‘as(‘d t(» state if 
the riovernnient is aware — 

(/) that the outturn of jute cro}> in the^listrjct (;f 37’])])era w'ill bo 
short this y(*ar and that the holders of pstati^s and of*t(‘nures 
in the district of Tippera are not liaving jinipyr aftd normal 
j'calisatiou of'icmt from the tenants, iiiyl many o{| them ar<‘ 
ill want'and with, great tditliculty have to ])ay the’ j;^f*voiiue 
and rent* due from them ; and 

00 that notiticfrtiou has been issued umlet vision^ of. Hen gul 

Rurj;!.. IMmary Education Act announcin*V*'the iinposition 
iff priniiipy education c(*ss? 

(b) Are the Gov<*rnfueht awiire^that in the ^ires^mt (‘conomic. condi- 
tion of the country such imposiiion of this juimary •education cess will 
cause a great hardship y 

(c) Do Government pro]>ose' to susfleml the operation of the /evy dH 
primary education cess in Tippera till the present low’ economic co^idition 
of the district exists? 
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The Hon'ble KhwajiAir NAZIMUppfN (oil behalf of the Minittei 
in charge of the Education pepartment); (a) (i) The outturn per 
acre of Jute is expected to b« less tljis year. .But larger areas.have been 
•sown and th^ total crop is not therefore likely to be* ponsiderably low^r 
than 'the last year's outturn. • ^ 

The •collection season liq,s not yet begun, but landlords have ^hown 
no sign of antic]*])ating difficulties in makings a satisfactory cplleA'ition of 
rents this year. 

(7V)Y(^s.‘; . ^ ^ 

* (h) ] d«^ ^not consider flut widespread hardship will be caused by 

the imposition of the Cess. 

(c) No. 

", * 

Appointment, of olefks from ({atsiders'in the office of the Registrar of 

Assurances. 

107. Rai MANMATHA NATh BOSE Bahadur (on beftalf Of Rai 
Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur): («) Will llic 1 1 on 'l>le ‘Minister 
in (dinrge of Iht* Edueafion DepuHmeiii la^ jileased to lay on ihe table 
a siat(*meiH iiK'iit ioning ilit* nuinlau* of el(‘rks apiioinled from ainongsl 
oiilsidei's together with thtdr names, dale^ of appoinimi'iit and (jualifica- 
tions, ill •the ptiiee of the Registrar of Assiiraiiees, Caleidtu, from 11)30 
to 1030 , giving iht‘ figures ywir by year!*^ ^ ^ 

(h) Will* th('* TloLp’lde Minister be jdeased lay oy the table a 
statemcmt gi\ii'g the names of the tele rks appevinted^'om among;st per- 
manent. copyists •’vvitli the dates of appointment and th?tr (jiialifications, 
from 1030 to 1930, slating tire figures year 1)\ ^year? 

The Hon’ihiG Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf. of the Minister 
in charge of the Eduction Department): (n) and (h) Two statements 
are laifl on tin* tabby 

f 

^^tnrejnenhs rejerrea 10 in me reply to question No. 107. . 


Ni (‘i.i;in\s‘,vn‘«KNTEi) fuom amonos’t oittsidf.rs in the 

IIe(tTstry Pffice from 1930 to i935. 


Year. ^ 

s 

1 Name. 

Date o*f 
appointififiitt.. 

• Educational 
, qualification. 

1930 

. • t ^ • 

Nil . 

• » i 

Nil 

Nil. 

1931 

•Syed Skadat Ali * 

17.11-1931 

Matric. 

193gv. 

1*932 A 

Bazlul Hu^ • . • . 

18-2-1932 

B.Sc., B.L. 

Panchanan Miikherjee . . 

1-3-1932 

Undeigraduate, 

1933to*193r, .. 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil. 
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19^9./^ QUESTIONS ANSWilSs. 


NumEE OF CLERKS APPOINTEfi FHpM AMONGST OD^YISTS IN AlE CALCUTTA 

Eegistry Office feom,195o to 


Year. 

• 

• 

• 

Name. 

• j 

Date of 
^pomt- 
ment^ 

• f 

e 

• 

Educational 
qualiii cation, 

• 

1 e 

* 

1930 

’ . ! 
^hi^nsuddin Khan 

16;10-1930 

N(;n-Matric. 

• 

1931 

■ • ■ 1 
Md. Mafizar Rahman . . 

, .14-1931 

• 

Maink. 

1931 

Md-. Yrflwd) 

2-0-1931 

« • 

Non-Matric. 

1931 

Abdul Khair * 

• • • 

• 5-8-1931 

• 

Non-Mairic; 

1931> 

Nil. 


Nil. 

1933 , 

Jatindra Nath Boat* 

0-4-1933 

Non Matric. 

1934 ai^l 193’) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 


Reappointment of retired Government servants. 

108 . Rai MAHMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur {op Ihehajf.^f Rai 
Satis Chandra Mukhefr)ee Bahadur); (a) Wiiru/o J[oii’])le Minister in 
< (if flit* Ki|i;MNV Dejiartnu^iH lie ]>k‘4iso(l ,to state iiuw many appe^int- 

lnent^ liave l)eeft niaile by .the (lovernnient 'I'nwn ’ amongst I'eiired 
Governimmt servants and in what dejmrthjents Is the juiy now given 
k> them tjie lull ]iay of the jiost to wlnCh they aie appoin^ted^ 

(6) Will the (jovernm’ent kindly state thu aimhnit of montlily salary 
drawn by each of such oflieers after their new apj>f>i»tnient ? fs such 
pay in addition to the pension drawn by them? . 

(c) What is the reason or the policy underlying snch' lYcruitinent 
from. retiree? men? * 

(d) Is there any (jontract with tJiein, a^id for what period Jias each 

of them been apixiimted? Have they undergone |iny. medical examina- 
tion before such .appointment? * , 

(c) Was*any^ sa(fh appointment made b\' the* Government before? 
If so, when and how many-^such appointnienis w^ere made in each depart- 
ment ? 

MINISTER in charge df the .FINANCE DE,pARTMENT /the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): * (/t) ifnd (h) A statement/fs laid 
on the table. Of the 24 reappointments, pnly' nine got the full pay of 
the posts. All drew pay^ in additioii to pension pa.vable to them. 
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(c) Reappointments. Aiq avoided imlpss they are absolutely ne'ces- 
sary in the interests of tlie public. When a service, e.g., a new post 
requiring special knowledge *or experience is ^^redite^^ it cannot he filled 
‘all at once l)y raw men. ’Old experitmced men ai/ taken in to tide 

over /the temporary difficulty. 

(d) thp j>eriod of ftpjw^nhiient is less lhan one year in* most 

cases. They hav(‘ not been mrfde to undefgo any medical* test. , , 

(c) Yes, .>i8 a])]>()iTitm^nis of this kind were ma(]e* in the various^ 
(jepaftincnls. of (lovernment as indicated in tKe •shitement, laid on the 
iahle -in ilif ^ve year.s preoeiling the introduction of ilie Constitutional 
reforms. ' 

' ShMmeni refer rkd to in the armVers to cla'^seJ (a) and (6) of qve-^t ion No, 108, 

Number of • 

l)e])artniont. rea])point- Amoimt of moi^thly salary 

• ments dravn by lach.* 

since 
1st April, 

1937. 


(1) Judicial and Legislative .Depart- 
ment (Judicial). • 

(2) Agricultural and Industries l)e- 

paBth'ont (Mispellancoiis), • 

(3) (k)-operative Cn*dtt and Rural 
* Indebtedness Dc^partmenJ (Rural 

Indebtedness), ' 

(4) Home (Special) Department * . . 

(5) Revenue lKq)artinent 

(0) Home (xVppoiiitineijt) Dejiartment 


(7) Education • 

^ • 

" (8) Education (Registration 

• 0) fjlw^nce Department, 


2 1 on Rs. 2(MI and the other on 

Rs. 2.30, 

1 Rs. 2.50. 

♦ «< * 

2 Rs.*^i25 each." 


• 

2 I on Rs. 100 and the other 
on Rs. 75. 

2 1 -on Rs. 700 and the other 

’ on Rs. 3,000. 

10 1 on Rs. 393-10 0. 

•1 on Rs. 353-1 -u. 

1/m Rs. 302-2-0. 

1 on Rs. 403-12*0. 

• . 1 on Rs.*200-7-\l. 

1 on Rs. 411-2-0. 

Hon’Rs. 433-11-0. 

1 on Rs. 185-0-0 ; and 
• 1 on Rs, 177 - 14 - 0 . 

The pay of the remaining 

one has*not yet been fixed. 
2 • rl en Rs. 200 and the other 

on Rs. 13. 

*2 1 on Rs. 200 and the other 

* on Rs. 25. 

I* Rs. 175. 

24 


Total 
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Statement referreA to in the answer to dause of question *^^o. lOS. 


Departiwcnt., 


Numiber of 
^ppofntments., 


Comilierce and jy^rine 

1.'. 

fJommunications and Works 

.. ■■ *1 

• 

Co-dpeiative Credit and Rura] Indebtedness 

• • i 

1 

Home 

V. 

Education 

, 5 • 

Total • 

' • 

28 


Retrenohments since Aprils 1937. 

• • 

19d. ^ Mr. NUR AHMED; (o) Will iho llou’hle MinisitT in iliai^^o 
of the ^^iiwnce Department 1 h^ pleased to state what is the total amount 
of expenditure letrenelied undiU* all departments oi the (iovernmeni of 
Bengal from the 1st April, lIldT, up to tin* d(Hh .lune, and out of 

this how miieli under each d(‘iKU’tmt‘nt ‘r 

(/;) Will the ITon’lde Minister coneejiied he [>l(‘as(‘d to state it any 
further retrt*nchinm*T* ^n exjienditun^ is Ixdng <*ltV(‘te^l ivith a* viesv to 
bring about 5. reduction of at h*ast 10 |>er centT iji the total annual 

expenditure of .the novernment? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKElR; (a) Ks. 2,75,21!^ A 
statement showing' the T(^*trenehments eil'ected under I he ditfeient 
departments is laid on tlie table. 

(b) Further retrench ntents are being examined but Dove r^imvMit are 
not aiming, at any arbitrary jierccntage. 

Statement referred to in tj^e reply to clause (a) of question No. 109 ^ shouing saving's 
due to retrenchments effected, by present Oov^^nment from Is^ April ^ 193^, 
to 30th Avgust, 1938, * 

Amount of 

Department. Items of retrenchment. * • saving. 

Ks. 

Home (including (1) Reduction of tile cftdie of Jbho* Bengal l^f,00(h 
Police). Civil Service from 322 to 249. » 

(2) Reduction of the# bulk of the Civil 3,8^: 

tist.' 
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QtjlfiSTIONS AND ANaWEES. 


Departijient. 


Items of •retrenchment. 


• I \ 

Amounfl of 
saving. 


(3) Discontinuance of the ' siv^ply of 

, Indian News Agency telegrails to the 

Hon^le ;&resident and^ Speaker of the 
Assembly' , • • 

(4) Replacement of 8 In8pector8r>of Police 
• ‘ by Sub-Inspectors. ' * 

(5) Abolition of the post of Jainadar and 
reduction in .the numbpr of Head 
Constables fjom 14 to. 8 in the Calcutta 
Police graining School. 

lical i(l) Rcductiqp of 4 Indian ^edical De- 

pariniefit posts. , • 

(2) Replacement of Demonstrato’rs of the 
Miuiical College by contract officc^rs on > 
a small pay. 

(3) Revised arrangement for teaching 
Surgery of Tropical Diseases at the 
School of Tropical Medicine. 


Agriculture ^ and (1) Economies in the administration of 
Industries. the Roval Botanical Garden. 

(2) .Reorganisation of the Cinchona De- 
partment. ^ * 


RCveifue 


r • ^ 

Substitution of temporary for*j)ermanent 
< Chairman at Mymensingh. 


Judicial Conversion of the posts of Head Clerk and 

Inteqireter of tlie C.P.M.’s oilice into 
, posts of middle grade clerks. 


R«. 

720 

16,737 

.■>,000 

4,800 

10,272 

973 

3,888 

7,009 

267 


1,250 


Co-operativt Abolition of the tcunporary post of Super- • 8,300 

intimdent. Milk Societies, and tlte^Basir-* 

-hat and Khulna Boat establishments. * 

\ • • 

Dejiarignenta Qe^wetion of the stationery erant 40,000 

— Stationery ^and 
Printing. 

Special pay ^ ; . Reduction of fates or aboJiti(^ of special 6,060 

• • jwiys. 

Contingent , expen- PoBc^ contingencies, lights and fans in 5,200 
^ ditu|e. •• Writers* Buildings.*' 


Total 


2,75,219 
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Political prisoner. Babu Prasanta'Kimnr Sen. . 

e 

110. Mr. BANK4M CKANORA*DATT}t (on behalf oj Mr.* Naren- , 

cM Chandra Dattd^ (a) AVill ihe Hon’ble Minister in (*harj?e of the 
^ Home •peparhnent iV ]t|^oas(‘d to state in which jail Rtbp Pra»ani« 
Kiin;ar Sen (a political prisoner), soif of •llabii ‘Ak.'Jio^v’ Kumar Son, 
post office IVari, Jurpnl Liftie, JDaeca, Oouvictetl by a S])ecial Tribunal 
to 7 years' rigorous imprisonment in 1988, on a charjje of dacoity at 
Daci a, is at present I(VljA*e(l I' 

(h) AVhai is thc jnescnt condition ot *hfs heultliy 
. • * 

(c) Is it a facT that l*e was repa^iated from tl^e Andamans on the 
ground of liealtli? 

{(]) Is it a fact tliat*hc lias lon^ been* siilferini^ ‘tmni flic following 
diseases: — 

e • 

A • . * , 

(T) jirganic defect of the lieail ( W I) il >: 

(!2)*rise of tenijieiature in. the evening: 

(8) suspected tuberculosis ; 

(4) chronic pharyngitis ; and 

(b) optic neuii4ij:'^ 

% 

(e) Is it a •♦.;cl tnal ins treatment has nhyay.s been neglected, i^n 
the ground that he Iftid aii additional sentence Af 2 years (> months 
under Section o2 of the* Ibisons Act? • 

(/) Do Government propose tn lelea^e him at once in view of his 
serious diseases? 

MIIM8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Naziifiuddin) : (v) DunVDum rVntr‘.il dail. .. * 

(h) Indifferent. 

(c) Ye.s. .. 

(d) (l),’(2),.(^)’and (5) No. 

(4) He is under treatment for.cjirdnic phaT^uigitis. 

ie) No. 

(/) The pre.seut cxmdition of his liealtl! is not such as to/-' cause 
anxiety. His case will, therefore, be placed before the Advisor^ Com- 
mittee in due course. 
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Poiitioai prisofier'Babu prav'at •Chandra Chakravarty. 

r 

111/ Mrc AANKIM CHANDRA DATTA <on .behalf of Mr. Nareti- 
dra Chandra Oatta):^ (a) Will the Kon’ble Mini^^r in cliar<?e of tW 
Home po]i.artinent bo pleased 1o state in jail Babii. Pravat, 

Ohandm (Jhak,ra^vatt y pf Bardia, in the distriot of Tipiiena, wha was 
sentenced to transportation for life by a Special Tribunal iit connection 
with the IiiTer-Provincial Conspiracy Case, is at jirejiient lodj^ed? 

. {h) What is the present condition of his health? 

' * c ♦ 

(c) Is it a fact that he receivf <1,. serious iigiiries iii couise of play 
while in the Andamans? 

‘ (d) Does the (loverninent (‘onieniplaie his early release? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja'Cir NAZIMUDDIN: («) Aliiioic Oiiiral Jail. 
{h) Goo.l. ' ■ 

(c) No, llio iiijuiy wiis uo( serious. 

(d) Not at j)reseTit. 


Jail Administration. 

112. Raja BHUPENORA NARAYAN SINHA Bah^ur; Will 
tko irou’ble. Mhiiste^i in ‘cliaisce of the Home DepaiTineiil be plea^eil 
to lay on the lable a statemeni showiiif^ — 

% o 

(i) the aiuount alltdied in the Imdget in the y(*ais IddO-dT .aid 

19d7-d8, irndei; the head “Tail AMministratioii” in coniH c- 
lion,\\'ith Ihe political prisoners and detenus; 

(ii) the ;;ctual amount sjient in the years mentioned above: .aid 

(iii) hhw much lias been allotted in the bud^^et (cal«.ulafiu*»- [>io- 
IKirtioiiately from the whole year's Klfoimeni for tifree 
mouths, namely, %.Vpril, May ami .htuet and how much 

liAs^lieen actiiallv? 

(&) Will the HoiiUde Minister be ideased to sta^e^if tlTeie ha.s been 
any retrenchinent in the expeiuUture in vi^*w of the fact that most of 
the political piTsoners •iiid deienug Jiave l>ecn released and ^he conges- 
tion in the jails Ifas been minimised to a "reat extent? 

• ' (c) What was She totid 'aiiK^inf ol disaviug in three months? 

(d) What was the total number of the political prisoners on the 1st 
April and the totaUnumhervin fhc^ 1st July, 1938? 
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3939.1 • QTJESTIOJIQS AJNU AJNSWEifS. 

71ie Hon’ble Khwaja Sir.NAZIMUDDIN; to (c>lihe infoima. 
tion is not available as figures of al^uiiueni^ and ex])eii{liture for sw’li 
prisoners and detenus in the Bengal jails* ar^ not maintained separately 
from those of othen prisgners. ^ ' 

\d) It is presuniKl tjjat by the term ‘‘political prisoners” ihe hoU’ble 
•member refers to ixjfsoirfe sentenced to irapri&onmgnt by the* courts for 
ofiem^es ^connected with the^ terrorist movement.* If sc/, ^he table below 
gives the information asked for.* Similar figures for the lst Ai)ril, and 
Ist duly, 1U38, iiot^ available. , . • 

2()th Marcl*,* 28th June. 




11)38. 

1* 

Prisoners convicted of ofiences eoniigcted 

■il57 ^ 

• 


with tciTorist movement • , # 

324 

Detenus in jails* , ... 

ti 

4 

Detenus in homo domicile * 

• • 

84 

71 

Detenus in village domieilo 

;w;i 

299 

Defeuus in tiaining camjis 

102 



Discussion of resolutions in the Council and* the Assembly. 


113. Khan BaRSSiv ATAUR RAHMAN: (*/) AVjl!. the ■ Hon'hle 
Minister in (1inr}*e ot’tlie llonn' Doiwrlnieiil kinil\\ stule how iininy 
resolutions vei;e tabled in the (\mncil and* th.e^ Asstoiihly dunng 
the ])revi()us two* sessiwris ? • ‘ • 

ib) How many oi these resolution.s weie- discussed and hovv }Uiiny 
of them were i>asse(l ? ' ^ 

(c) Will he be good enough to state in each such* ^ase wha^ action 
ha.s been lakcTi? • . * * * ^ 

« ... ’ 

id) If iro action has*h<‘en lakfui in any ra^e, owhat i.s the ii'a-son!" 

Ls^tfwverj-iment ewnieniplatin^* to tjflve actlfvn ii thoSe case's y . » 

(c) Will the (joferfiment jn’opose 1(>«tllot more time to disen^^s 
le, solutions very few of which aje discussdtl f(j •want id* allotment df 
sufficient time Vy • the? (jcfverimient fT)r the purpose y 


The Hon’ble Khu^ja Sir NAT^IMUDDIN: (a) *Coifficil HI and 
Assemhlv 4ol. 


IdiscuH.^etf. 
... •() 

6 


Passed . 

; 1 • 
2 


(b) CVmncii 
Assembly 


9 ••• 
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yVESTIONS ANi) InSWERS. [8tb Feb., 

f • • • 

{c) The t rftsolutioii* piisse^l in the Council relates to the milkar;^ 
training of* Bengalis. .* A f^opy of the debates in the (>>uncil was for- 
wardedi to the Government of India, IX'fence Department. 

Of the tf^o resolutions .carried in'* the Asseiubfv^ one relates to uhe 
leleifse of detenus and persons detained withcpit /lial, and the other 
relates 'to the declaration hi ‘‘Fateha Yazdaharb” Is a gazetted ‘holiday,* 
As regards th& former; thp member is refe^rred to the statement ^nade 
by the Home Minister in the meeting of 'the Asscnildy di the ‘i4th 
August, 1938, a copy o£ which is laid on the ,ta4)lei. ' As regards the 
latter, einlejs have been issueil declaring “Fat^lia Yazdalnnn’' to bf^ a 

gazetted hoKday. 

• • 

(d) Does not arise. 

' (c) The me/iiiber. is releired to secitiou IG (1) ol the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council livlt?H and Sta^idibg Orders. The number, of days to be 
allotted for resolutions will be considered with relation to the requiie- 
ments of public business, ' 


Copy of a i^taicineiii made by the Hotible Mni infer re yard in y reluuc 
of detenan at the nieetiny e/ /Ac Iftnyal J.eyinlalire Assembly en 

the 24th Augast^f 19AS, 

Tkr HonJui^.e^Khwaja Siit dju.n: Yes'.^ij',* there is a quesUmi 

of Mr. Bireudra Natli Mazumdar. * ’ • 

. ... . * * * 
w -Sir, when thit^ Miuictry came into power in April,'^]*G;tT, they found 

that there were some :i;700 .i>ersoiis subject to* orders oi restraint in 

one form or another iftider the Bengal Criminal Caw Amendment .\ct 

of 1930 or llegulation III of 1818. Of these, nearly 1,000 were in 

jails or camps; about tSbOin village domicile, and 200 in home domicile. 

A littjh oyer a year .jigo, on the 9th of August, 1937, it wiis announced 

in this H^use tjiat the policy ol Goveinment was to release the detenus 

as rapidly as possiljle (smsistent with public* safety. This policy has 

been followed systematically and •consistjently so flyit to-tlay I am in 

‘the haj/j\v position ol being* able to tell the IToilse that the process 

has been completed. Ordefs for the release ‘of* the last, few persons 

who remained* undei^ fietention or in domicile been issued and 

fro*m to-day there are no detenus or State prisoners i‘ii “Bengal. (Hear, 

hear! from the Coalition Benches.) This has Wii •rendered possible 

by an impr(L*ement in the sikiation as i‘'&guii[ls terrorism which we 

trust and are entiUed to hoi>e wilPbe maintained. We, Sir, have done 

our part, Init wa shall Temain vigilant. I ^commend it in the strongest 

terms to all who have tlie^pbwei? to influence by the spoken or written 

word ihe people of this Province that they see to it that our trust has 

not been misplaced. 
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1939.1 QITEHTKtJ^S AND ANSWEnl. 

• • t 

• • 

(Ifhan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: •Sir, Xhree reloiutions ‘ were 
discussed and passed; one resolution,by^Di’. Aadlia Kiimnd Mookerji 
was passed bere in this House in Auj^ust, ref^arding thei River- 

training aiid a coinpareliepsive scheni^ of irrigation, one regarding the , 
biiilding for the Ovpnoil and one about the Mi^slim girls^ education. 

,How does the Jlon’b/je J^ember say lhat only Vine resolution was, passed 

in thi& Housed What about t lie other resoKitiqnsP i . 

» » « * 

The Hon'ble'Khvvaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I ask foi* notice, Sir. 

I do not know if thesb resolutions were those for which Hoiict?8 were 
given previously or moved on the tlooi- of House. 

. • « * 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAiImAI^: These resolutions yere • 
discuissed and passed in the llou.s^after diy* notices. > Dr.^tadha Kumud 
Mookerji’s resolution was passed on the llth August, 

* I 

HUMAYUN KABIR: Will Hie Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state if in the resolutions which ho lias mentioned here, he has taken 
into acebunt those which were .passed in the form of addresses to Ilis 
Exc.ellencN tlie (rovernoi y Tlu*v were resolutions of the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th ose were special motions and not resolutions 
of the House. 

• 

Dr. J^ADHA KUMUD MOOKER^II: Sir,^ I gave due notice of the 
j’esolution whhTi d had^tlic .honour of moving in luj^ust, 19d7. That 
resolution was jiassed uipinimously and it’was'thp first resolution to he 
so pas, sell 1)^ this Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It seems there is some ina< curayy in the*reidy. 
The Hon’ble Minister should look to this. 

I * ' * 

The nmUble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 have already askied 
for*notice, Sir. 1 will look into this question. ’ ' , ■ *' 


food scarcity in the Goaiundo suMivision. 

114. Mr. LALIT CHAWdRA Di^8:'(a) WiU the Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department lie pleased to state — 

j * • • • 

(i) -whether the subdivioion <)f jGoalqndo in* the district of 
• Faridpur is experiencing severe food * scarcity 8ince> June 
last; 
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f ^ ^ f ’ 

(u) wlif^tker in Juie lasj, one Kunj^ Biswas of Arpana ended 

.life by hanging, beiii^ unable to find food for himself and 
his family ; 

(///) wbon.]i(‘r i1 is a iaH lliat Ivaftluddiii Sheikh of Chowmukh also 

‘ cominil ted. suicide under similar circui^iances as , stated in 

/clause (it); and ^ j 

i ir) whether^it is a fact that for similar reasons as slated in clauses 
(ii) and (Hi) the wife ol Tdfaii Sheikh at Ghee Kamla Was 
seen hanging in Tune la.st with a ‘"view to committing 
suHude and whether it is a fact that the men of the locality 
t'nshed to the spot, cut tlie rope and saved her after pre- 
liminary aid? 

ib) {i) Will the llon’ble Minis! ev4>e pleased to state what steps the 
‘Government' has -taken so fltr to relieve the food distress in the sub- 
division, i)ariicularly in tlie villages named above? 

{ii) Whether Government has made any contributio'n from the 
hamine Insurance hund to help tin* distressed j)eople in the alfected 
areas in Goalund(> sulxlivision and particularly the memlvers of the 
family of the persons mentioned in ))art (a) of tlie (piestion, and if so, 
liow much; if not, why no help was given to llu' distressed oiit of that 
fund? 

The Hen’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ta)tO vs a result of 

heavy rainfall causing, ](h-?s of standing crops scarcity .is apprehended. 

(a) Kuiija Biswas o'f Ari)aiia committed siiiidde as a result of a 
(juarrel with his wife. 

(in) Katil\idtlin Sheikh of Gliowmukh imule a htncum transaction 
oi lii.s propel tij^s ii| older to deprive the widow of his cousin of her 
kabih. ll'hv widow sped him for the amount before the Mrigi Debt 
Settlenjent Board whicdi proposed to issue warrant of arresv against 
Jiini. All Ihi^ exasperated Katiluddin and lie committed suicide. 

iir) No; 

' {b}{^i) AiTangeiiKiits ha\e been made tor the distribution ol agii- 

eiiituraJ loans' and gratuitous relief. (.)ui oi the stun of Bs. 2,80,000 
for agricultural loans, Bs. (i,000 for test works aaid Bs. 0,000 for 
gratuitous relier allotted for Hie wlnde di^?tjict, the local officers have 
arranged to distribute Its. 50,000 for Goalundo subdivision. Gratuitous 
relief is being given and test work in the shajH* of clearance of water- 
hya<Mnth has bepi)i opened. . „ 

(/V) bunds for the gratuitous relief and test work have been allotted 
from the grant under the head “54 — Famine Belief". 
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QUESTIONS AND answers. 

App^ifitments in the tempoiary posts of Secrbliary, Mputy Seoretary 

and ethers. 

115. Khan Bahadur SAIYID NUAZZAMJUDDIN HOSAIN: Will 
t!ie Hon'ble Mir'isier in charge of the Home Depariment kindly 
state — 

(a) how many new temjiorary ix)sts Secretaiies, Deputy Secre- 
taries, Assist ait Secretaries and Special Officers in the 
Secrptilriat were created since the 1st April, and for 

what period 

(h) the total ex])enditiiro likely to hedncuired annualVv^on account 
of these new ]K>sts ; anc} • 

(c) the cost of ministerial and >Menial staff* attacdied to the officers 
of such posts? ‘ . 

The Hon’hle Kh^aja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is phued on 
the table slnywin^? the nuiiilier of temporary posts created between 1st 
April, IM'5, and dlst July, IDdS, and the extra expenditure involved 
up to fSlst July, IfKhS. As the posts are temporary, it is not possible 
To fraiffe an estimate of the probable annual expenditure. 


Stafriiu nf referred io in ihe (wawer to question No, lid. 



Total 

Cost, of 

Department. Number of (emp(>rary posts of Secre- 

extra 

Ministerial 

tary, etc., ill wbieli extra <‘ 08 t is 

ox|)endi- 

and Menial 

involvotl, 

A 

ture. 

staff. 

% 

• * ^ 

Ks. 

Hs, a. 

Judicial and Legis- 4 posts of sjioeiHl olticors — 

11.492 

98S 5. 

Intive Depart- (?) for about 3 months and 22 dfij'^s* 

rnent, (n) ^or about 11 months. 

{Hi) for 1 year. 

(i'e) for about 3| months. 

•• • 

r> 

CommunuJiitions 1 {xist of Sfieeial oflieor for 16 days only 

and Works De- 
partment. 

Nil 

25 0 

Agriculture and 1 post of special oflicer for 5 months . . 
Industries De- 

4,000 

2,990 0 

partment. 

Public«Health and 1 post of Deputy Secretary for about 1 "] 

. . • 

* 

Locoi Self-Gov- year 7 months. r 

e^uuont Dc[)art- 1 jiost of sjieeiat oflieer for about 9 J 
• mont..‘ .months. 

3,450 

7,708 6 

Forest and Excise 1 temporary post of Assistant Soere- 
Dopartftiip^it. tary tor 4 months 18 days. 

443 

132 0 

Revenue Dfepart-^ 3 jxists of special otlicers — 
mont. ‘ * , (r7 for about 3 months, 

^ *(ti) for about 4 months 16 days. 

^ {Hi) for about 6 months. 

9,U2 


Finance Depart- 4 posts of 8 {) 0 cial oflicer^^ — 
ment. (t) fr*r about 6^ months. - 

(it) for about 51 mont-'is. 

(Hi) for about 9 i.ionths. 

17,603 

6.695 0 

Home Depart- 2 posts of special officers — ^ ‘ 

ment. (t) for about li^ morths. 

(H) for about 11^ months. . 

. 3,5^3 

25 0 

, 375 8 

Commerce and 1 post of Joint ^retary for one year 

La,bour Depart- 

7,800 
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Q^STIONS^AND ANSWERS- [8th.* J"!®., 

KMn BaRadur BAitjD MUAZZAMUBDIN H08AIN: Are ^se 

teiaporary jtosts to Ife (ipntioued ffom year to year? 

* • • • 

. The hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZI^UDDIN: •!£ hon’ble memby 
will ^iiidly go through the Hiateiiient that is printe|r here, he yrill find 
tli<at mofcit Orf thfun were ot^a ver^ temporary na<urd 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Were, they ' for shOrt 
periods liiat'lrave already .expired? , , * .■ 

The Hoii^ft Khwaja Sir ' naZIMUDDIN: Musi have. 

Mr, HAMipUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Or they have started 
rec ently and Mre sliTl running Jm**:' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIJMUDDIN: No, if % hpn’lde 
mem her will read tlie statement earefully, he will find that mostcof them 
have expired heeause of their temporary nature. 


Properties forfeitecf to His Majesty. 

lie- Mr.'KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) A\ ill the Hon hie 

Miniflte*r* in <^imivre ()f the Honle Department iJlT^pleased to state if 
any money security or credit had been ordered by the (xovernment to 
IVe forfeited to Tlis .Majesty under th^ provisions o*f the. Criminal T.aw 
Amenclment Act, H)0S (i^raelided in H)32 and thereafter)? 

(h) If the answer Ho clause (a) be in the affirmative, will the 
Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the associations and 
persons whose property has thus been ordered to be forfeited? 

(c > *J)o jfioveDinient piopose to lestore thpse properties or compen- 
sate the pflrtijs .c'oncerhed ? If not, why not? 

(c/) Will the IToif’ble Minister be pleased to naige the places taken 
posifeswon of iindfi* the ])rovivsiohs of Mhe Bengal Suppressidn ^of 
Terrorist (Dutrages Act? , , 

% (c) Do (ik»verimieiitt 'prffpose to restore those places back to the 
pospession of tlte owners thereof? •^If not, why nof? >- 
• « * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN;^(^^ No. 

(h) and (c) Do not hrise. 

(d) (l),Hquse of Balw Girist Das, of ^Sujaganj, Midnapore town; 
(2) Kiitchery hou^e of My.’D.tL.* Khftn, m.l.a., at Khaprel* Bazar, 
Midnapore town; and* (3) Baherak Satyasram, police-station Tangi- 
bari, Dacca. 
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f/g) The two houses in ilidnapore liavj? •already beeu restored. 
Restoration of the Satyasrani in Dacca* has been ordered and will^shorily 
be completed. 


Reduction of rent. 

• • 

117. Raja BHtJpENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashi- 

pur: (a) Will tfie . JJffti’lile Minisler in chari^e* ol the Revenue 
De])artnient be pleased to state whether ii« i« a fact that a^oininittee 
iias been apiM)inted to einiuire inlojhe incidence (if rent frf the Province 
and also into the existing* law le^’unUn^ rediiclion of rent and to make 
recommendations on the mattM* in due (‘(furse^ Tf so, .what was ' Hie 
composition of the Oomjnittee? Do tph#*ineml>ers’* r^pres^ni different 
classes and interests? 

(h) ITojv .many persons would repieseiit the landlords and how 
many ffhe tfnants? 

(c) Has any caste Hindu or Scheduled Pastes member been taken 
from tiie Legislative (\)uncil? ‘If not, why not? 

{(/) How many have been ajipointed from tlie Assembly and how 
many from the Council? 

(c) lias an\ pw^icJ/de been adopt ej in selecting* the j^KM’sgun’eJ ’ of 
the Committee? 

MIfllSTER-ip charge of the REVENOE* D|ERARTMENT -(the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): A (opy of resolution 
No. I497ii-L.R., dated t*fie ‘-Jffth July, 19‘kS, appointing* the (kunmittee 
is laid on the table.* As regards the ])rincij)lc followed in seh*cting' the 
personnel of the Committee tin* hon‘bh‘ niemb(‘r is ,ief-ern‘d h’) the 
discussions in the (\)iuicil on the lt)th August, *19*48' in 
connection with an adjournment motion on the subjecj iffoved by 
Mr. Kaniini Kumar Dutta? 

Statement refelred to in the ansirer to question No\ 117. 

Resolution No. IJ^Tii-L.R., dated Calcutta, tfie 29th 5uly, 1948. 

The (iovernor .is* pleased to appoint a Committee composed of the 
undermentioned gentlen^n ,ho inquire into the incidenc*e of rent in the 
Province and also into the exisjin^^law regarcfing reduction of rent 
and to make recommendations in the matter in due coivs^ 

a ha irman (e.r-o fkrto), 

1. Member, Board of Revenue (Benffal). 
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[SjujEeb., 

M^mher/t. 

i l^r.'Kad iiV IVdksli, M.L.t . ^ 

* 3. Khan Hahadiir Naziruddin Ahmed, 

4. ‘Manlvi Ahdul iiari, m.l.a. 

5. Mr* Md. Ahdul Jahbar Palwan, y.n.A. 

I. 

(). Maulvi Mafizuddiii Chaudhury, m.k.a. ('of hJaliirghat), 

X- Mr. Ailalf Hossain Joardar, m.l.a. ' 

8. ^han Bal^adur* Maulvi Jalaluddin Almiad, m.l.a. 

ii . • ■ 

9. Maulvi Abdul Wahab Kh'an, m.l.a,. 

• 10. Mr. llpeiidra KaUi Kdbar, m,.l.a. 

11. Ma*. Ihitirain 

12. Mr. J. N. M.i .A. 

13. Maharaj-Kuinar Uday (-hand Mahtab, m.l.a. 

14. Mr. Ilaripada (lhatlopadhyaya, m.l.a. 

15. Mr. llasik Lai lliswas, m.l.a. 

1(). Rai llaicjidranaih (diaudhury, m r.\. 

17. Mr. (t. cm.k , 

18. 'J’lie Direcior of Land H-econL and Surveys (Bengal) 

’ ' {*eiV<offci()), who will 'also act as Secrflary io Ihe Com in it tee. 

• 

Xhihi . — Ordered tliat the resolution be piiblifihed in the Calcutta 
(rdz^ttc and copies thereof . forwarded to the i^b’esidcht and Members 
of the (^ommitte. 

By order of the (jovernor, 

N. V. ir. Symons, 

I 

Secretary to t^e Govermnent of^ Bengal, 


* Rejrenue^aying estates of the Presidency Division. 

' Ui. • RAN)V\)IT" PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in cliarge of the Revenue Department be pleaj^ed to state — 

(а) the„R>tal number of revenue-paying estates under the Collec- 

torate in the five dLstfl'^ts of tlie Presidency Division; and 

(б) the- number of defaulting esf ^ ~ these five districts — 

(i) as regards revenue, 

(ii) as regards revenue and cess, and 
(Hi) as ivgards ctss onfy? 
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The Hon’Me Sir BUOY 'PRASAD SINGH'ROY: < 



24-Pargana8. ^^ulna. Jessoie. 

Nadia,. 

Murshida* 

bad. 

(a) 

2,UiSO • 1 , 14:0 z,//o. 

z,456 

2,424 

(bid) 

29* ’ 88 . Nil .* 


‘ • 74 

. (»■»)' 

. 147 ! log 75 ‘ 

320 

311 

(»») 

. 4 I 57 , 508 807 

1,334, , 

1,912 

• 

. • 


• 

• 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHUI^Y; 1{ et^ardiii^ tA 

{h) (Hi), considoriii^- tlie li(‘'avy iiyinl)t*r of dotaullors i‘(\r»(‘t*ss, will th(^ 
Government eonsirief deeleafjino' i }u^;\inoiin<s ? 


The Hon’ktie Sir BMOY PRASAD* ^NCH RCf-Y; IVdeasinn: ihe 
amount ? 

• 

Mr. .r'aNAJIT PAL CrfOUDHURY: ConsidoriiiK <li(> lieiiNV 

Biiiiiben of (lefiuiltors, .sjieciiilly in Xadiii and 11 uisliidabad, will llio 
(fovernnient considpr docrpasinR llie 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Does the hon'lde 
inemlier snfjfjest re-valuation':' 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHpRY: Ves. 

• • 

The Hon’ble Sir B^JOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, there must 
be a recommendation from the District Board to that elVect, because 
they have to bear tlie cos^t of re-valuation. The horj’ble member is a 
member of the District Board, and 1 do not think he lias still taken 
jiart in any such resolution passed by the Dlstriul BoTird. . 

• 

Flood in the district of Murshidahad. 

o • 

119. Bahadur 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: bx) fs the 

Hon’bly Min'ister in charge of th^' Ilevenue*l)e\iiirtmeni,afl'aie that ih& 
flood is gradually rising day by day afld that .some poitiofl of tho district 
of Murshidabad t^sjUBiially the Lalbagh and JangiVur subdivisions have 
been inundated? 

(b) If so, do the Governmeiy pilipose to talce any step to remove 
tbo distress of the flood-.stricken people of th^said district ’l|,v granting 
any financial (gratuitous re*lie4 and agrie\il]uVal lotln) or other help? 

(c) Are Government aware that the Di.strict Board of Murshidabad 
has granted help for the ])eople of tlnosr ifu^divisions? 
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The Hwi'bio Sir BWOY BRA8AD SINGH* ROY: (a) Yes. ' . 

« (h) Rs. 64,600 for gratilitovis lolief and lis. 6,55,000 for agricultural 
loans have already been allotted to the dii^trict, up to 25tji October, 
1938. ■ 

(c) Yes. 

Rai Bahadtiir^URENDRA NARAYAN $INHA: IVill t^he Hcn'ble 
Minister be pleased to stale if these figures for test ‘wgrk and agricul- 
tural loans afe uj) to the end of January ^ Iftuot, what will be the 
figures hp to the end of January? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH* ROY:' 1 ask for noti(e. 

% * *■ 

MTb PRE8IDEKT: The two questions of Khan Bahadur 

Ataur llahnian alid llai Bahadur Surcndra Narayan Sinha seem to be 
the sain(‘ (‘\c(‘jd tha< in ‘ihe first (iiie^tion it is for t<nms and in the 
second it is for fuehals. Answers are the same. 

Payment of Government revenue. 

120. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (a) Ls the Hon’ble 

Minister in cliarge ol the llevenue Department aware — 

.(?). that„f(\i‘ ^the ei'oiioiuic •dej)re.ssion and 'T'o’tller reasons many 
}<(‘mindars are not in a j)o.sition to juiy tioveiMiient revenue 
ill [H'o]>er lime ^iiul for iliis the fduzi.s arr^ Iwung advertised for 
*■ ‘ sale ; ‘ ' 

(n) that in the divtriel of Miirshidaliad and in other districts, the 
(\)llectors were using Iheir discrelipn in extending time for 
])aying (iovernment revenue; aud 

(ni) ill, at tilt Colb'ctor of Murshidabad is now eiifon.'iiig the realisa- 
tion, of the penalty which has added to the difficulties of the 
zemindars when they are already iii liiiaiudal troubli;; though 
such exemption was allowed last two yea’s? 

(h) Will the TIon’Ide Minister kindly enquire into thefiuatter, and 
issue instruction to tffe (Vdlector of «^linshidabad and other districts 
of'Betifl'al, which are suffering from flood and other l^iiids of distress, 
not to enforce the realisation ot penalties for defauK in paying Gov- 
ernment reve*nue till Ixdter times come? 

** ' I 

The Hon’ble. sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) u) Defaults 
have taken i)lace ‘and the, 'con<#eii'uence nf default is sale unless the 
Collector exeini>ls the estate from .sale under seelion 18 of Act XI of 
1859 
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^(ii) The Collector may W si>ecial order exAupt an %slfeie frofm sale* 
and accept payment of arrears of revenue irfter. the latest date fixed by 
the Board of Kevenue for^ payment of arrears. Tliese, powers are fre- 
(juently exercised Collectors. , * ‘ 

(in) .Occasionally exemption from sale was giainted without ex;\ctiug 
a pensplty. This isf in ^Koordaiue with the* instructious issued by the 
Bodrfl of Heveinie (Note JO to section 18 on page I)# of the Sale Law 
Manual). * ’ • 

Exemption sfil| granted without penalty .wlien thvfacds justify 
exemption from sale. Lnder section ‘2 of Act XVll of 'Ltdd interest 
is payable on arrears of Land Itevenue ai!d*tlie Boanl 11^4?? ordered that 
interest is to be levied 4vjien sale ts jiostponed. 

(h) Discretion to exempt from sah‘ is g'iven by Statute to (\)ll(ii.*tor8: 
The Collectors of districts wheiV the.ci^nditions itderred to exist have 
been directed to exercise their discretion in a lenienY spirit. 

121. *Mr. PRESIDENT: This question seems to be tin* same as 
the inwious one, except for the word nirhals in ])lacc of the wor<l 

•in question No. 12t). 

Rai Bahadur SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: Therefore I need 
not ask this ([uestion. 

Rights of the tenants; 

122. Rajar BHUPENDRA NARAYAR §INKA fiahatfur, of Rasfti- 

fiur: (a) Will the lloij'ble Minister in chargf* j)f tin* Itevenin* l)e])art- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a Conindtt(*e has be(*n 
apjKiinted to iiTvestigato Jnlo tin* riglits of the tenants in non-agricul- 
tiiral lands in the Province on 1st A]>ril, Ib.'JH? 

(h) What was the number of tin* represenjafives* of tiiv landlords 
and th.ose of the tenant.^ in ^hat Coiniiiittee ? 

^ ic) ll-ave any ^nembers b(V‘n aj)pointe<l from tin* ^T*gisianv(* i yuwil ^ 

If so, which class do thev represent'" 

(d) Has'iiiiY piin('ij)l(' been followed in "Ihd ••holco (^f'^li('> iiiMiilH'rs* f 
. * . * . . 

The Hon^ble^h’*BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (</) A Committee 
was constituted on the^LsL.August , lfh‘{8. 

(h) Most of the non-official iyeni)lers are ht'lieved to tie lioth landlords 
and tenants of non-agriculitiral lands. • • , ' 

(c) ’A^es. Tw'o members cW' the kegisl;*tive r^uncil have been • 
appointed a.s representing members of that Ilouse interested .in tbe 
investigation in question. 
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* I • • ^ 

(d) Of tlie fnemberfi^ two ere officials find on© a lawyer, who Tieve 
be^n appointed as experts. • The others who are all members of the two 
Houses iiave been appoirited,as they are believed to be interested in the 
^ si udy of ibe problem. 

Imposition of fees for exemption front revenue sales. 

• 

! . * 

123. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minif^ter in 'charge of tl>e Revenue Department *been drawn to the 
followin/S: revised Rules issued for the imposition of fees for exemption 
from revenue* ^ales by- Hie Affditional (Collector of Chittagong: — 

, ''drder, 

g f 

The follovdng^ revised rules •For imposilion# of fees f,or exemption 
from r(‘veiiu(‘ sales will eo<ne- into (dfect at once: — 

1. An exeini)tion fee at 1 T^er cent, on the ainounUof default 
(revenue or rent) shall he imposed if ])ayment of all arrfear dues 
is made within one month from the date of default. 

2 . For such pa \ meat made after one month of default hut at 
least Ih days before the same date the fees shall be 2 per cent, of 
the arrear demand (revenue or rent). 

, ;h If, however, the payments of arrear flue's are made within 
IT) days f^u*! at 'leilst 2 days hetore tin* sah'* djjte, th^" fee shall he 
at 10 per cent, of the arrear d(*mand (reven<ie or rent). • 

‘ 4. Tf pa\unent is made on the sale date or on the day j>revious, 

then an exeinx^tion fee at 15 per cent, .of the arrear demand 
(rent or revenue) shall be levied. 

5. When an estate has defaulted mhre than twice during the 
kist d yeiv's, an additional exemption fee at 5 per cent, over thi^ 
jat(^s preserihell above shall he levied. * 

•0. in ho cvse, however, the exein])tion fee shall Iw l^ss than 
annas 4. 

*d4ie'‘sale date’ in tlje above rules meai^s yie oate advertised tor 
cpmine^icing tli|"^sale,.of ‘permanently settled- esiates’i^r ‘Noahad 
tenures f/f a khas niahal circle’ hs the case may |ie.” 

y.,) Has the atten’tion of the Hon’hle Minister ‘been drawn parti- 
eiilarly to rules Nos. d, 4, and 5cO'f these rulvis lybich are working hard 
ni>on the defaulting ploprietors iit Jhese hard days of economic 
depression ■ . / 

-r. * ' * • . . ’ , * 

(c) AVill the Hhn’hle AJihistw Ue plfased to issue definite instruc- 
tion to .the Collector ot' Chittagong not to charge any fee exceeding 
per cent, under any circumstafices*^ 

' t 1 



193».], QUESTIONS AND ^NS'WEl!^. ’ 31 

{d^ Will the Hon’ble Minister be pletised A state VlAt amounta* 
were realised as penalty for eTxemptien ot Estates rom revenue sales^ 
in the years 1937, 1936, 193^, 1934, 1933 and 193?, respactively 

The. Hon'ble Sir BIJbOY PRASAD SINGH RDY; (a) Yes. 

• i • . * - 

(fe)*The rates are not excessive. 

* • t ^ 

Ic) The Collec>or wlio has fo deal with about 10,000 sale cases » 
year will hnd it inifpossjbk to deal with them i^the penalty for payment 
in the last 2 days before Ihe sale is fixed is very low or^j\^ tlie rate’ 
suggested. 

(d) A statement is laid oh^the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply fh question ^0. ]2if. 


Year 


Penal tie.4 realis(*d 
in connection with 
Oovcrnment Kstates 
(Noabad Taluks). 

Penalties rcalisetf 
in connection with 
Permanently - 
settled Estates. 



Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

1932-33 


8,604 5 t) 

•2,876 10 0 

1933-34 

• 

8,6K) 3 0 ’ 

, * 4,034’ 6 0 

1934-35 

• • 

12,136 13 9 

8,045 8 7, 

1935-^ 

• 

.10,460 13 •() , 

. 10,262 0 > 

1936-37 

• 

t 

8,036 14 9 

• 5,324 9 3 

1937-38 

1* 

10,175 2 3 ’ 

4,517 14 6 


Total 

58,030 4 3 

35,061 0 7 


Flood in the district of Bogra.* 

• • 

124. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMCD IBRAHIM*: (</) Is the^ 
Hon ’hie Minister in cliarge of <he Kevenue H^phiitmeid aw^lre^ • * 

{i) that (iwibg to the early appearance of flood and the grihit rise 
of water in the Brahmaputra this year, tlie jute and nun 
paddy of abojit 40 or 42 unions under the flabfali, Dhiinot 
and Sariakandi police-^tatAnis in the district of Bogra have 
totally been submerged unde^r water* afid destcoyed^ 

(n) that about 4 or 5 lakhs of peojyle of the abovemcntioned affect-, 
ed areas are in acute distress tor great scarcity of food and 
pure drinking water; 
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• * 

(Hi) tliat* widespf§ad Aialaria and* cholera have been calising 
* innumerable (feaths ^ere ; and 

{i'9) that there has beAi a great scarcit^^ of fodder in these areas? 

• . • • ^ • 
;(/;) If the answers to (a), (i) to (Ic) be in affirmative, have the 
'Oovewmient taken /uiy steps to remove them^* ’ 

• e . * 

(c) It so, wliat are those steps? 

(d) If *1110 answer tu (h) be in tlie negative, ‘what are the reasons 

.therefar? . . ‘ * 

\(i) Is it^ within* .the contemplation of the Government to make a 

capital grant and advance individual agricultural loans to the people 
-of ^hose affected areas ? • • 

(/) Do ihe Gtovernment pJofose to distribute seeds fo;? katair paddy? 
iff) Will the Goverifinent he pleased to take adequate steps so that 
malaria, cholera and diseases of the cattle may not make, ft rapid pro- 
gress in those places? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASADf SINGH ROY: (a) (/) In 33 

unions of pcdice-stations named jute croj) to the extent of atinas 8 and 
•aus (;rop to the extent of annas 12 have been damaged. 

(ii) No.* 

‘(in) Therf* tiave, been some* cases of malaiij^l fever as usual at this 
reason of the Near and a few deaths from (dadera. 

• • (ir) Yes, to ^Ome •ex'lent . 
ih) Yes. . ' • 

(c) (1) Financial aid in ihe sJia])e or agr;cii]Turai loans ana 
gratuitous relief has been and is being granted to the people affected by 
floods (21 Aj^rUnfjements are being made for test relief work. (3) 
Kelief (^o'mmittees liaye been organised. 

(d) ^ not arise. 

<c)’No. 

(/)* Agricultural loans ^for the purchase of sped will be^given when 
^Biid where pecessary.^ . ^ • f 

. (f/l Steps* have already beew taken. No ca*ttle .disease has been 
reported. 

Sugar Indvstry in Bengkl. 

t 

125. .Mr. •NARCriDRA CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the 
^ Hon’ble Minister in ^charge of flic Industries Department be pleased to 
state ‘what steps the Government of Bengal have taken since the grant 
of protection to sugar indu|t#>' in*1932, to develop it ifi this Province? 
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^b) Have the Goveruinent made anj' survej^regardiftg^the pcJssibi- 
Uties or otherwise of the development, of this^intliistr}^ in Behgal? . 

(c) If not, will the Government be pleased enough do institute an 

in^mediate enquiry •rbgaixling the*same? ^ * 

{(J\ Is it a fact thndt one of the most seiijious* difficulties whicl^ Ihe 
* sugar factories in Bengal are experiencing i^ want of transport facilities 
for carr^dng canes to the factories? 

*(c) If so, wblU ^steps have the Government of l^engal taken to 
improve the preseht conditions of the transport ? ■ . ^ • 

if) Has the attention of the (tovernmonti of Bengal boefi drawn to 
an article contri'lnited \\y Sir V. V. Hoy, about tlie sugar industry in 
Bengal, published in some, of tlie lot‘<d newspapers in ^Jovember 1937? 

{(/} If so, what steps have the Government takjpii to give etfect'to 
the suggestions of Sir ]^. (\ Uo> as described in tlie said i^ontribut ion ? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Hawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) to (c) 

Eof sonte timi* I liave been thinking of a])pointing a Sugar Committee 
to examine tin* ])ossibiliti(‘s of tlie devidojmient of the Sugar industry. 

I ha*d intcuided to wait for tin' nqiort of the Tariif Board, but, in view 
of the delay in the ])ublieati<m of the Board’s ropfu t , J am now eon- 
sidering the apiiointment of a Sugar Oominiitee without waiting 
further for the report.^ * . . » * » •» . 

(d) ^l undeVstand^ that tlnui* is lack (d- tiiansjmft faeiliti(‘s in. the. 

neiglibourhood of c*ertain factories. * * » • ‘ ‘ 

(c) This conceins tlie Public Healtli- and Local Self-Governnient 
Department and the rV)mmuni(*atioirs and Works l)e}>artni(*nt . The 
attention of both dejiartinfiits has been drawn to the matter. 

(/) 1 did not see the article. 

if)) The question does bot arise. 

Latrine and Urinal at the Cabtali railway station on the' 

» • • 

Eastern Bengal Railway.^ . 

> 

126. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMED IBRAHIM: Will llie 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to statt^ — ^ 

(а) whether innumerahle ]»assengers IxiarJ and alight irom trains 

at Gahtali railway skitioif Olathe Eastern Beiig*al Railway; 

’ * • • 

(б) whether there is any latrine and urinal for the passengers at 

the said station ; and 
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(c) whither the Hip* hie •Minister proJ) 08 es to move the Government 
of India to inalfe necessary arfang-ements for the same at the 
said station sa as to remove *the inconvenience of the 
ttavellinf^ imhlic? 

minister in Cliarge of the COMMUNICATIONS and W.OIIKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja* Srischandra tiandy, , of 
Cossimbazar) S (a) I am informed that nearly tlire^ fuindred passenj^ers 
entrain ^and detrain at this station. 

• (4>) No*-. 

(c) The IVdviricial (loveninienl lifive re(pie>ted tht* Kailway adniinis- 
ir^^on to ^ive early ailentioii to' the matter and it is understood that 
thte provision of a 1yo-s(‘a1ed h^lrine has lK*en inelnded in the programme 
of works of fhe Kastern Kengal ^tailway. 

Low platforms at stations (Haur to Bankura) on tho 
Bengal-Nagpur Railway. * 

127. Rai Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE: {a) Is the HonTde 
Minister in eiiarge of ihe (V)mnninieations and Works Department aware 
that the plaf forms of the llengal-Nag})ur Kailway Company, Limited, 
speeiaHy thwse.f^jom Haiir lo Kankura (exeejding ihose at Kharagpnr and 
Midnai)ore) slatiovs, are very low and cause much inconfenience to the 
' trriv(‘lling piihlic, specially women and l)nys, in gtd'ting jnto und*geCing 
dowii from the train?i? • • * 

{li) If so, does <he*Hon’hle Minister propose to take steps td I'emove 
the grievances hy raising tin* platforms? 

• I • 

The Hon’ble Mdharaja SRiSCHANDRA.NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

KadhamAiaiipvr is the only station hetw(‘en TJaur and Kankiir;? having 
a rail level platforifi. The Kailway administration, conside^rs that there 
ar^ other statioiiLu itli rail level jdatfornis of greatt^r importance than 
KadhamohaUpur to which pieference should he given in the. matter of 
•the provision of raif^M^ ‘Ijlaf forms as and when funds can ^)e found for 
the purpose. • 

Rai Bahadui' MANMATHA NATH BOSE^ Sir, my question was 
not only about tlie rail level plieifor\|i but also about low platforms. 
As a matter of .fact, no ^Inswer has been given about low platforms. 

The Hon’iUe Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Anyway, the answer, Sir, if thfe ^ame, ^ 
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A'bMnce of proper lanfiitig stpges and pa^pgor shods at Hatiya and 
Sandwip steamer gh^ts. 

.128. Khan BpfAidur REZZAf^UL HAIDAlf CHOWDk^URY: {a) 

Is the Hon’ble Minist/»r iu charge of the Commerce aud I^aboair 
’ Depart ifient aware of th^ inconvenience of ifie people of Sahdwip and 
Hatiya fspeciaWy in the ra\ny seavson owing to *1110 absence of proper 
landing stages and passenger sdieds at Sandwi[) and Hatiya Steamer 
Stations? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of ty^awing fht.’ 
attention of the Steamer Company to this matter?* ,> 

MINISTER in charge 6f the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’hle Mr. H. 8« Suhrayverdy) : (o) Yes. 

(h) The atlention of the Steamer Compan\; lias been drawn to this 
matter. 


Debt Settlement Boards. 

129. Rai Bahadur 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: {a) Is the 

Hoij’ble Minister in I'barge of the Co-op(‘rative Credit and lliiral 
Indebtedness J)e])artment aware of tlie distress in the rural areas caused 
by the operation ot the Agricultural Debt Settlement lioifrds owing to 
tlie breakdown of hidigenous local credit organisations? , 

(h)^ If so* what stej)s are being taken for t»be relief of the 
agricullurists ? , ^ 


MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
Mukimda Behary Mullick): (a) I am aware, that ruml credit has 
contracted to a considerable extent, but the IlengAl Agri(;tiltural 
Debtors’ Act is not the so^e or even the main cau.se of tins dev^dopnieiit. 

(h) Government^ are considering the jiroblein of rural ‘credvt in all 
it^aspects and expect to forni'ulate concrete jnoposaLi ‘shortly. ‘ 

* • > 

Travelling allowance for^jui^ry. 

130. Mr. RAnAjIT PAL CHDUDHURY: Will the llon’Oe 
Minister in char^^ 'of the Judicial and Legislative Department be 
pleased to state — # ^ 

(a) whether it is a fact thoj- {ietsons serving as jurors in the dis- 

tricts when coming from a distance of le*<s, th^n j miles 
are not allow^ed any*allo-vtraiv;e 'vVlyit'soevei'; 

(b) whether it is a fact that they have to incur pocket exjienso.s 

in attending the courts; ^ • 
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• . • 

(c) is It not a fact, that* it is a hai(fshii) for them when thev* are 
hot allowed’ ayAin*? tfl recoup such expense.s underg:one by 

• them ; and • 

{(1) whether the (Tovermiient will consicler thf revivinj^ of tile 
. I)revious rfiles^so that these ])erson^ may also be ^allowed ^ 

• 'some travel linp: .allowance ? . ^ 

' * ! 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTM.ENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan Baha- 
5 lur); fo) Yes. ‘ ' 

(7<) au(T*(^') Vps,'l)ut The duly ot seiv4ii<>: us u juror is one which 
every (jualified citizen owes to the *Stjjte anrV (Tovt^rnnient cannot be 
expected necessarily to meet, all ex})ens(;s in this connection. 

'(d) (lovej liinent; would li4iv(^ to elfect soi^ie improvement in the 
allowances but feel tlmt jheie are more ur^’ent needs which ought first 
to be satisfied. The mattei' will not be lost sight of. 

Congested jindicial work in the Diamond Harbour Civil Courts. 

131. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY; Will the IfoiTble 

Minister in charge of the .liidi(‘ial and T^cgislative Departmenfi be 
pleased to state — , 

(a) whefher there is sutficient congested judicial woik in the 
• JJiaviQiid Harbour Chul (^-ourts; 

• ' . , V . - 

(h) if the an.s^wer lo (a) is in the afiirmative, whether the work 
re/iuire^s , the* j>f)sting of tJiree Munsifs to .finish the cases 
without much delay; and ’ * 

(<•) whether (iovernment propose to empower the Munsifs. also 
to hear all appeals fioin Debt Settlement Boards instead of 
contsti|uting them appellate officers regarding orders under 
^certsi^n se^ctions of the Bengal Agriculturist Debtors Act? 

The lfon*b (9 Nawah MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN. Khan Bahadur: 
(«), Yes-. ■ . ' . • . ■ ■ 

(ty Three Munsifs' are already iio'sted at this sta’tion. 

• (c) .No.. 

Ri^ of daily practice in the High Court and in the SHborSinate Courts. 

132. Khan S'ahitt i^BDUL HAIflD CH'bwOHURY:, (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in chargp of thetlndicial and I/egislative I^partment 
be pleased, to . state whefher Government #a re aware that the recent 
innovations iiitrodiiced in fihe .rufes of difily practice in the High ('ourt 
as well as in the Subordinate Pourts are operating harshly on the 
litigants and their lawyers 
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(&^«Is it a fact that it haps evoked widesprelid dissalisi'actioD in 
the litigant world? 

(c) If so^ what steps do .^Governnient propose to take fo sa\te the 
litigant public from the operation of such oi>pre8sive rules ? ' 

. The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H0S8AIN, Khan Bah^: 

{a) and* (h) No. 

(»?) The rules am not oppressive. The matter of modification of the 
rules is one for action, if^at all. by the High (\>urt wln(‘h f have., no 
doubt will give consideration to any specific complaints in .,»jegard to 
them. 


Publication ef Cause PJsts. 

133. Khan .Sahib AE^DUL HAMID CHOWDrfURY; Will the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Ijegislative Department 
be pleased tb state w^hether it is a facf that Cause Lists are printed 
and publisbecl in the High Court with names of Judges who are either 
absept frem the headquarters or are definitely known from before not 
likely to be able to take up the lists in (juestion? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSSAIK^ Khan Bahadur: 

This is purely a concein of the High Court. T would request the mem- 
ber if he has any c(»mplaint in such masters to address the Hef;istrar 
of the High Coiyt in th^ matter. 

* • • 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; lloes the Hon’Me 
Minister ^mean that lie is^ absolutely helpless in the iimttci ? 

The Hon’ble Hawab MU8HARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

These arc mattiu’s of discretion -and details aic left to ^lie lligh t'ourt 
to he done without any intervention from outside. ' ^ 

Appointment bf Mr. Romaprasad Mukherjee as Assistant Government 

Pleader. 

• <0 

134. Khan: Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble ]&inister in ehftrge of the .fudicial and Legislative Depar^picnt 
be pleased to *i^ate--^ * 

{i) on wbat date was !^r. Ramaprasad Mukherjee appointed as 
Assistant Government pleader; 

(n) how many appeals from original decrees and original oiders 
* has the said A8sistant*Government Pleader filed in the High 
Court in his official capacity updiH now since the date of his 
appointpaent ; 
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(m) hLw^manj’’ l%per Books have up till now been prepared 6i* been 
' in tile course* of preparation and the total number of such 

f apiieals filed bj^ the said Assistant Government Pleader; and 

,iiv) who are the Advocates who are preparin'^ or have prepared"the 
Paper Books; in the appeals so f^r filerl by the .Assistant 
Gov/*i‘ntnent Pleader? 

(6) it a fact that a relative of the said ^ Assistant Government ^ 
-u *eadar h^s prejiared or has bt*en preparing^ th§ Pajier Books in most of 
the ai)|>edk from driginai decrees and orders filed bv the said Assistant 
Ciovernmenf Pleader? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister ue |ucci»eu tu stttie wuen luo said 
a’olation ofi the, Assistant Cfolernment Plei.der was , enrolled as an 
Aclvocate in the Higi'h Court and what are his special training, if any, 
for wliicli the’- work of preparing Paper Books were all alonsr entrusied 
to this single individual lawyer? 

{(L) Do the Government propose to frame rules which will allow 
proper distribution of the work of preparation of Government Paper 
Books among the numhei' of Advocates to he selected by the Hon’ hie 
Judges of the CWrt or the Itegistrar? If not, why not? 

The Hon’hie,,Naweb MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

G) dlsl March, PdaZ. ’ ^ 

(n) to (iv) One appeal from original order and eight appeals from 
original decrees havp been fih’d by liiin as Governnicnt Pleader.* Another 
apiKMil, A.t).D. of IdaZ, had been tiled l)y him, on l)ehalf of the 
Mahishadal Wards Instate; but the estate w^as subsequently released 
and he is no Iphger in charge of this app(\iL 

Undtr Ifule 4G of Chapter 9, Part 11 of the Ai)pellate Side Hides of 
the lligh Court, Paper Books in appeals valued under Rs. 10,000 are 
jRrepai’ed in the office of the uudertakiirg Advocate; Under Rule ^0 of 
the^same Chapter Paper Jlooks in appeals vjilued at Rs. 10,000 or over 
are tp be p»’epared pnjirejy in the High (V^urt office subject to the con- 
dition that only the translation.of fhe vernacular portion of fhe record 
wdll l)e made by the undertaking Advocate, tlv^* examination of such 
translations b^ing done by a separate panel of iJxaminervS appointed 
by the High Court for this purjjose, ' 

f 

The jippeals filed bv him are divided into two groups and the names 
of the undertakfng Advpcates^ euhei \o prepare the Paper Book or to 
translate the vernacular jHirtion as the case may be, are given below. 
All the Paper Books are stiP under preparation. 
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(/) Appeals valued under lOfiOi). 


• 

Number of {appeal. * . 

Name t)f.the Advocate preparing 
. the Pajior Both. 

1. 

l^.A. 29 of 1937.^ 

Mr. l^urgil (^haran Mill a- 

2.. 

^!o.D. 168 of 1937 , 

Mr.*Heman1a ^umar Ba^u. 

3. 

A.O.D. 27 of 1938 

Mr. Trideb Nath Eoy. 

4. 

A.O.D. 128 J 1938 

. Mr. Bankim Chandra lto>’t 

5. 

A. O.D. 140 of 1938 

Mr. Pravash Chandt;^ jfasu. 

6. 

A.O.D. 167 of 1938 

Mr. Nirmal K. Das Giqda. 

7. 

A.O.D.T. 1739 of 1*038 ..' 

• 

.• My. Farhat Ali. 


(11) Appeals valued 

»rSs Nx. 10,6f)Q. 

• 


Number of appeal. 

• ^ 

Nanae of the undertaking 
• Advo<*ate. 

1. 

A.O.D. f)2. of 19.38. 

Mr. Pan'sh Chandia Mittt*r. 

*2. 

A*O.D. of 1938 . ... 

Mr. Mohit Kumar (1iattcrje(‘, 

(5) of the Advocates mentioned 

above only Mr. Mohit Kumar 

Chatl 

orjee is related to him. 


(c 

) The facts afe not as stated in 

the question. 

id) No, tbe present distribution 

is proper. 


• • * ^ 

AppolUtmeitt of Munsifs since 1935. 


135. Mr, NUR -AHMfD: (a) Will llio TTori’blu Minister in eliar^c 
of ilie Judicial and Iiegis*lative Department be pleased to state how 
many probationary Miinsifs were appointed in 1955, >93(), lOfTT.and 
19^18, respectively? 

(h) llow-many of them weic Moslems and rfow many o? them wen* 

nou-JMosle.ms^ 

... . • 

(c) What are the minjinum qualification! for the post? 

(d) "P^hat* is the bercentaf^e fixed for th(/ aftjpointment^of Moslems/ 

in these posts? • ’ * • ’ 

(e) What is tke* total number of Subordinate* Judges, Additional 
Session Judges, District^udges and Miinsifs, respectively, how workino 
in Bengal and what is the totaj niAnber of Mhslems in each of the 
above posts? 

if) Is the Hon^ble Ministei^ confemf)la,ting to issue ji fresh circular^ 
increasing the percentage of Moslem appointments in the cadre of 
Munsifs? If not,.wl^not? 


4 
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The Hcui’ble Navuib MU8HARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

((i) There has been n.b rc;cniitm^*nt during- 1988. The figures during 
1936, .1930 and 1937 are 36, 21 and 21 respectively. 

1935. 193:». 1937. .. 

{o) Moslems . . 9 '5 ’ , S 

Non-Moslems . . 26 16 16 

t. •> * 

(c) In the existing rules the n.iniminu qualifications are as 
follows : — . 

A graduate in Law of some recognised University, Barrister-at- 
Law, or, a nieinber of the Faeidty of Advocaies in Scotland, or an 
Attorn(‘y on the rolls of th/ High Court . 

(cl) and (/) 'In the exisiing rules no percentage for Musliin aj)poiut- 
ment is fixe^l, 1^ the new iul(‘s under pn-paratiori the percentage of 
Muhammadan appointment has been fixed at 46. 



Total 

Number of 


number. 

Muslims. 

(e) Subordinates Judges 

... 64 

2 

Additional Sessions Judges 

... 17 

2 

District Judges 

22 

2 

Munsifs 

... 202 

G5 


Loans to agriculturists. 

136. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED IBRAHIM; Will the kon’ble 
Minister in c harge of the Judicial and lA*gislative De])artment be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether the wnhajans have stopped lending money to the agri- 

culturists since the introduction of the Debt Settlement 
Board; 

(b) whether Kabulk are issuing loans to agriculturists at a very 

exorbitantly high rate of interest ; * •' 

(c) whether is a fact that these Kabulis arc realising loans and 

high interest br'm(*ans of oppressio'n ; and 

H \ V , , , 

(d) if so, what steps are being taken to save the poor agricaltunsts 

from the clutches of these Kabulis? 

The Hon'ble Namb MUSHARRUF H98SAIN, Khan BahadUr: 

(fl) The Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act is not a very serious factor 
in the restricjicn of rural credit, the main causes of which are the 
economic depression and past irregularity in repayment of loans; even 
now vuihajans are prepared to lend to Agriculturists whose personal 
credit is good. 
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(^) and (c) I believe such cases do occuf stilL* 

(d) Government has introduced a liill in the Legislative Afcjsembly 
for the control of m«ney-lenTling‘ which is now under consideration by a 
Select Committee 7^ that llouse. 


Byeldanga Radhaklshore Sugar Mill. 

t 

137. Mr. RANAjrV PAL CHOUDHURY: AVil] tlu> Hon’hle. 
Minister in cliarge of the Puhlie Efealtli ifn^ Sleiiieiil IVl'Si'tnient be 
pleased to state — 

(a) wheth(‘r a very obnoxious smell ci^mes out from ,tlie foul waler 
which passes throujih the (hawi of Beldanga ILidliakishore 
Sugar Mill in the district of Mursliidabad, causing great 
aniioyanee' to the peoph‘ of the locality and endangtu iug tlnur 
health and sanitation; 

(ft)/vhether on th(‘ rej)resentation of the residiuits of tlu^ loiaility 
to th(‘ District Magistrate, tlu‘ Chairman, Distri(‘t Board, 
the District Health Officer and the DistricI Eugin(*ei’ held a 

local investigation into tht‘ cause's of tht‘ coinplaint; 

• 

(r) if so, the ijtep or steps which the authorities liave* pro])osed to 
take for the^reinoval of the nuisaiu'c*; jwid • * 

(<'/)^if no steps Iwive yet heen taken, wlu'ther the Governnn'ni wjll . 
consitler the early desirability of expedkirm” the removal ^of 
the nuisance?. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8i*8UHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Minister 
In charge of the Public Health and Medical Departing rit) : ((^ Y(s, 

during the working seasoitt 

(h) Yes. 

•(c)* and (d) A scheme for 'disposal of waste vyat(*r by a propels *^,1/ 
sedimentation followed by trickling through .fijters and a pucca drain* 
was dra\vn up with the approval of the Distnet J^oard after inspectioir- 
by the Executive%Eri^neer, Public ITcmlth Department. No Ktej.m have 
yet been takeif b^ Hiti mill authorities to (;arry out the scheme. The 
Assistant Director of Public /Health has recently held a further inspec- 
tion. The matter is now under my'^onsideration.- 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHUaY: * Pending* consideration of^ 
the matter, will the Hon’ble Minister please issue some sort of order 
to the mill authorities to use some sftrt •f^ de-odorizer there? 
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• •' 

The HoK’We Mr. 8. *8UHRAWARDY: I will considei* that 

mattei', Imt I may hoai’ble member that since receiving this 

(luesticti we kuve taken tb^ step of infornjing the District . Magistrate 
to poin't outMo the District Board and tlie TTnion Bdajsd as to the powers 
th'ej^ possess in this respect. The remedy lies ^ their hands,, and they 
may ejxercise those powers., * 

e f 

Rai Bahadur 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Is i^he Hoa’ble 
Minister aware that the. District Board had approved of a scheme two 
years ago apd informed the mill authorities thro\igh the District Magis- 
trate, but Vhivt the mill arathorities have not cared to give effect to the 
scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr< H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am afraid the hon’ble 
member’s information is nof quite adequate Union, Boards have 
])Owers under <h(‘ Village' SelfdJovernini^ni Aci. and ih(‘\ may (‘xercise 
those powers if Ihey are willing to do so. If tlie nuisance is consider- 
able — as T lielieve it is — I think llie Union Boards should exf^rcise the 
powers which they possess. 

Audit reviort on Bogra Municipality, 1936-37. 

138. KKan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMED II^RAHIM: (a) Will 
the Jloiride l^'ii'.nsler in chargi' of ihe Biililii; lleallh and Medical 
Deparinieni be pleased lo slaie — • 

,(/) when ilMvnfdii report on the accouiils of the Ibip'ra Miiniciiiality 
for the year Avas received .by the (’hairman ; and 

(ii) whether the said report was laid before the commissioners at 
a UK'cting especially convened ,for the purpose and their 
explanation forwarded to the audit office; if so, when; if not, 
wh^^ not 

(h) .Is it' h fact thaUthe ffnancial condition of the Municipality has 
hqen coniimiously bad for a long time (uid that the unj)aid bills yise 
'tiom* Bs; (),22d iii'lffd4-35 to a heavy sum of Ks. 13,1{)5 in 1937, Avhich 
could not have hecu met Jj'.ven Avith all ihc liifuid assets of the munici- 
pality (viz., uu^ealise(^ taxes, uiiadjiisdmont of adA’,ances, cash balance)? 
If so, /what attomjit has been made to remedy ^ tlii'i jever-increasing 
embarrassed condition of the municipality? 

(c) (?) it a fact that no agreement aa’^s imdertakeii for any Avork 
executed by the contractors and that* advances Avere made to them 
before the commeucemeat of any .work and before such adA^ances Avero 
needed? Tf so, in hoAv nwny cnses has*’ this been done? 

(ii) Is it also a fact that the contractors selected for municipal work 
did not furnish anj^ security, “though required und.>r the rules? 
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• 

l^u) IS IT also a fact that^’advances wdre mjfte to contJactors even 
when former advances made to them were oufslaiulinpf ? • 

(iv) Is there any^schedufe of lenders sh()\lin^ the (‘oinj^yativ^ value 
of mac'll work as jtltr eontrhetors’ tenders? If not, how is it |>ossible .to 
ascertain .that the lowest tenders had always been accepted? 

• * • * • * . ' . • . 

(^). (/) Is it a fact that the Tte^ister of Work was# npt maintained 

and^ that oidy two (ir three entries had been niatle wliile all other ]xi^res 
of the repfister i^maiTied blank? If so, how is this neo'ligence accoynted 
for? * ■ . * 

(//) Is it a fact that the Miscellaneous Kt*?rislcr slock#l)o7)k was not 
verified either by'the (’huirinan or1»y the Va c-t 'hainnaii ? 

(Hi) Is it also a fact that the Vice-t ‘Inwnnan did not put his initials 
to the Warrant Tte^ister and that he dk1«not verity!! he stock balances? 

(e) Were any irre^^urarities in the ])aymen^ voucher noticed by the 
Auditor in .tin* last audit ? If so, what ^nid wliy ? 


* Thefton’ble Nawab Khwaja HABiBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca (on 
behalf of the Minister in charge of the Public Health and Miedfeal 
Department): (a) (O On tin* 2oth April, IJjdcS. 

(//) Yes. The explanations were as usual subnfitteil tc^ the District 
Ma;»istrate on the ^th August, 15)38. 

• 

(/;) A statcyneiit of ^outstanding’ bills and liiiuid* assets (i.e., un- 
realis(‘d, taxes, unadjusted advances and cusli .balances for (‘ach’.'of* 
the four years lu^iuniyg with the year 15)34-33 is*plif(-*ed on tln^ table. 
It sliows that the financial condition of the Miyiicipalit y was not so 
bad during’ lliat jieriod. It lias since iinjiroved ajiprcciiilily, as the credit 
balances ]ia\e been wiped’ pff and the general revision of assessment in 
1937-38 has yielded an increa.se of lls. 4, ()()(). 

(c) (f) No. 

( 1 / 1 ) As the contractors are loi'al men of substance, it was. not thought 
necesspry jo*demar)d any secuyty from thmn. • 

® * ’ • . t • • . 

(iii) No, except on rare occasions and i^i s])ec1al (‘ases \)f urgency. • 

(iv) No, as no such schedule is pre.-^iri^feih J»y rule cfl’ i-s deemed* 
necessary for the iiinibse. 

(d) (i) No.* i • * 

(ii) and (iii) The Cbuirtiiuii and 4 he V'ii e-diairinan are reported to 
have habitually checked and verified the.se a'gislers; but there were 

omissions from tkne to tinui, and those were»rectified*w*ljerw detected. 

• • * • 

(c.) Such irregularities were few aiTd Tai* bejween. llie defects* 
pointed out by the Auditor were generally remedied at the time of audit. 
Some that could not done at that were subsequently settled. 
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• * 

Statement reflrred to in hie reply to clause (b)*of question No. 138 y shounii^ out- 
* standing bills and liquiot assets »/ the Bogra Municipality for the last four 
yecfys. 


Years. 

Outstanding bills 



(accordingAto 

Lfci/luid assets 

• 

' 

^ register of ‘ 

(according to relative Registers). ^ 


unpaid bills). 



- 

Ks. a. p. 


Rs. 

-1934-35* 

0,223 7 0 

*1. . 

(i) Unrealised taxes 

8,591 


« ( 

(ii) Adjustment of advances 

298 



(iw'l Cash balan(j*e 

2,298 

1935-3() 

11,393 11 a 

( 2 -) 'Unrealif}ed taxes 

0,301 



^(ii) Adjustment of advances 
(lii) Cash balance^^ 

958 



2,505 

1930-37 

9,019 12 0 

(i) Unrealised taxes 

7,243 



(«//) Adjustment of advances 

1 ,403 



(Hi) (kish balance ^ . 

' 4,050 

1937-3S 

. *JS,107 7 3 

(i) Unrealised taxes 

5,012 



(ii) Adjustment of advances . . ' 

‘ 48,5 



(Hi) Cash balance 

4.952 


of this amount Rs. 4,733 has been paid up to date. 


Presidency General Hospital, Calcutta- 

139. Mr. HARESH NATH MOOKERJEE (on beAialf of Mr. H. P. 
Poddar): (o) AVill llie Rou’hle Aliuisler in ehaidi' of llie Public Health 
and Medical I)(‘]>aitm'eut l)o ])lea.st*d to >(ali — 

(i) whether the Presidency (feneral llof^)ital, Palcutta, situated at 
< tlie junction of Tlarish Mukherjee Road and tlie Circular 
Road, is a (lovernment institution; 

I 

(//) whether the hospital is meant exclusively for the European 
patients and that Indian patients, as a rule, are'not admitted 
there; and 

(ivi) if 80 , what is* the reason fori making* sueji discrimination? 

(h) (/) If the answer to (a) (//) be in the iiegaa^e^ fdr wdiat kind or 
class of jiaiients is the Ijospital open, and how many Indians and how 

many Euroi)eans were, treated th^re in course '‘of last three years? 

♦ 

(ii) Is there,. any hospital existing in Ikuigal that makes discrimina- 
tion amongst ])ati'ent8 on scpre of cclour? 

{c) If the answer to clause {h) (ii) be in the affirmative, what is 
their number, and. do Cfove?,'iftnent give ihem anv/ftinancial aid? 
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^ Will the Hon’ble Mini/ter be please’d to on the t'Jble a state- 
ment showing: — 

• ^ * * 

(i) the amount donaiion and contribution made by Euro|)eans 

for the Presidency (jeneral Hospital since its inception ; uki( 1 
(u) ^the amount of ^pense borne by the jpublic revenue on account 
« , of this liospital? * * ^ ^ 

le) If* atiy sucji discrimfnation exists in this liospital ag-ainst tlie 
Indians, will the ftfin’ble Minister be jileased to say wdiat. slep^ the 
Government do propos(**tb take towards the removal of sm h, discrimina- 
tion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S!..SUHRAWV\RDY (on behalf of the Mir\ister 
in charge of the Public Health* and Medic/l Departraent)! (a) (/) Y( s* 

(i'i) and (liJ) No. lihe hospital is, liowever, prilnarily meant for 
European and Ang*loTlndian patients wJios(‘ nn^Ie of Jiving* uid dietary 
are di^Jerefit, and necessitates separati* arrangeiiK'nt . Indian jiaiients 
who have,a(!o])ted Eiiroiiean mode of living: and diet and wlio are willing* 
t» conf<^|*m to it are admitted into the hospital. 

(/;) (?) The niimhm* of European and Anglo-Indian and Indian 
patients treated in tin* indoor and outdoor departments of the hospital 
during the last ft years are as tollow's: — 


Year. 


Euro])eans and 
Anglo-Indians. 

Ii]d.ians 

• 

.1035 


0,00(1 

07 

1030 


7,270 

•174 

1037 

•• . . 

7,075 

343 


(ii) No*. 

(c) and (e) I Ise. 

(d) A statement is laidion the table. 


Statement referred to in the replies to question No. 139. 

Hs. 


{d) (i) Hospital, j^ost Dues F«nd ^,00,000 

Liyns^en’s House ’ 30,000 

Sir Montague Turner *.. 30,000 

Wood burn l^emorial Fu^^d * * 203 

Royal Calcutta Turf £!lulf .. 47,000 

Calcutia Rangers Club .. ’ 7,500 


% * * 

(ii) Calculating on the figures for the -la^ 5 years the expenditure* 
borne by Government for the institution* amounts to Rs. 3,70,800 per 
annum. ' 
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Mr. N^RGSH nUtH >M00KERJEE: Sir, Under the column 

“Indians” in the answer ti^ sub-section (6/ do the figures given represent 
outdofv’ piHients or indoor, and outdoor patipnts? 

« , 

•The Hon’ihio Mr. .H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: J3oth indoor and outdoor. 

We a;‘e ai tempting to fii/d out the number of' Indoor and the ntiinber of 
ontflooT ])a1i(?ntl3 separately. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: May^ 1 request the Hon’ble 
u^iinister te),.send a (U)py of this answer to the Managing Aiithorities of 
t]i(‘ lK)‘<j)ital y* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8.' 8UHRAWARDY: ibobably the honble 
nnunbei- did not- hear my last ‘‘answer. We are attempting t(» obtain 
hidter and more <h‘taile(J figures. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, my request was made, 
because I lia\'e personal exj)eriene<' of Fndians trying to get qdmission 
into tlu‘ hospital and being refused. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We shall consider that. 
Tn the nKuiittiinc, 1 may again inform the hon’l)le member that wc have 
not allow ('d the. matter to rc'st ,here, but wc are purs\ung the matter in 
our owui way. 

Mr. NARE8H iilATH MOOKERJEE: ihaiFk you. 

Harassment of people of Teknaf by Forest Officers. 

• V ” 

140. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Has tlic!^ attention of tlm Ilon’ble 
Ministei * i^K, c'narge of tlie Forests and Excise Department bc'Cn drawn 
to the n(‘ws })u})lished in the local paper Despru/a in its issue of the 
, ?nd; n)d8, regarding driving away of dO families of Tetnaf in 

the (kix’s Bazar subdivisjcin, Chittagong, by* local foiest officials of 
Chittagong ‘and similar Oppressions j)ractised on the poor people of 
Chirin^a and Mtlier places? ^ 

(h) Has the Hoii’ble Minister read the report* of Babu Mahim 
Chandra Das, ' m.l.a., regarding this in/^idi*!!! as published in the 
Despriya in it^ issue 6f the 2n(l Augijst, 1938? If so, what steps does 
the Hon’ble Minister propose to take in the matter? 

(c) Will tlie flon’ble Minisirer be pfeased to state in detail the steps 
aken by him to save the poor villagers living about the reserve and 
protected forests from har£|,89vnciit by the forest o^fficers? 
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^ Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tf) lay oft *|he table a 
statement showing* the rates* of liceijce for# dftVrent kinds of forept 

produce in 1916 and the rat^s for the same n^w in vogue ijn Chitt^igongP 

• •' 

* (e) What new^ fees oh wha< new produces liave been levied ^iuce 
^1916 in Chittagong? 'Will the Hon’ble Minister* be pleased to lay on 
the ^able a list of the same? 

•(f) Wilf the Hoirble Mihiste^* be pleased to state wliy the rates have 
been increased so ^dhiornially ? Is he aware that the existing inei^ased 
rates have caused greftVhardship to tlie poor ])eo})k'? lf.!so, does he 
propose to reduce tliem subsiantially ? If •soi, troni win il.ilSie!' 


MINISTER in charge of'the FORESTS and EXCISE DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna DeS ftaikut): Yes. ^ 

(})) Yes. Tin* forest villagtus wlio were (‘^talilishiHl iii'der definite 
agiveiytmts^to jieiform ctutain duties Intel to I><‘ (‘jt'ck'd afitu* being given 
eiglittMMi •months' notice* as they rcfusiMl to abidi* hy tlie eonditioiis of 
those ci^4reem(‘Jits. ?so furtlier ^teps an*, <lier(*fon*, (‘oiisidered necessary 
in the matter. 

(c) All complaints of liarassnn*nt arii duly investigated by depart- 
mental ofticeis and ]K*rsons at fault are suitably dealt witln 

((/) A copy of fhc statement is laid jn tbe Library.* 

(c) ItoysiltJ' at tlj(' rate of anna I and pies six only p(*r bundle on 
(Teepers and beti*! slenis. 

(/) Tliis is a matter ^of opinion but (hfverninept do not ennsidei the 
rates abnormally high or tliat Ibe existing rat(*s cause hardshij) to the 
local people. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
. for the* Current Session. 

Aocomm^tion for the Mus(;m studenti di dacea Ifhiversity. 

1. Khan * Bihadur 8AIYED MUAZZAM4JDDIN HOSAIN: 

{a) Will ^s^^Hou’ble Minjater in eha'i’ge of the Education Department 

kindly state if the exi.stmg Muslhn llall of tlie h)aC(;a University cannot 

accommodate all the Muslim students who \\^isli, to reside in the JIallP 

^ - • • . 

(6) is it a fact that both Ihe Coutt and the Executive Council of 
the Dacca University have recommended establishment of another Hau 
for the Muslim stufk^nts? 
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(b) Wh^’t %teps, i:^any, do the Goverament contemplate to taV^ for 
giving effect to the rfesolfttion oi the University for the establishment 
of another additional Muslim Hall ? , 

(dy I>o Vhe Government propose 'io make ?ieces!sary contribution for 
the' -construction of /mother Hall from the sjirplus of current year's 

Budged? • * , * ' 

* , # 

. • 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of {he Minicter 
In charge pf the Education Department): (a) and ('/A Yes. 

^ (c) ’and /i/) Government have decided to give a grant to enable the 

University io construct a'nAiher Muslim Hall for Muslim students and 
necessary funds for this purpose ^tre being perPvided in the Budget. 


QUESTIONS* AND ANSWERS. [W Feb., 


Docth of an ex-detenu, Sj. Amulya Kcmar Majumdar. 

4 

2. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Ui) Will tlu- llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the ITonii* Department be pleased lo stale — 

• i * 

(a) whether it is a fa(d ihai Sj. Amulya Kumar ^fajumdar of Ber- 
hamporo, a roh'ased delenu, commit it^l suicide on the 4th 
October, by hanging himself in his bedroom; 

(h) whether aentte financial stringency is alleged to be the cause of 
* this suicide; 

(c) whetlier (Jovernimmt wa.s promis(‘-boumT to givQ allowances to 
the n‘l(‘as(M| detenus for at least six' months after their 
. release: * . „ ' 

•(d) if 80 , wh(*ther such allowance was giautcd to this detenu; 
fc) if not, why it was not granted; 

(/) wIkmi he was ndeased ; 

(g) how many yeleased detenus sincf* April. llhST, have committed 
s suicide; and 

{//)‘ what arc their names and addresses'^ 

fho Hoh’ble Khwaja. Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (^0 Government have 
•seen a PressA report \o,thal effect. 

(h) Goverifment have no infoimation. 

(c) No. 

((/) to (/)* The deceased was sen.t to the 'Goirripore Indus’tyial Train- 
ing Gamp in February, where received training in the manu* 

fat'ture of. urabivllas a'nd^ w'as released in Qctolier, 1936, on completion 
of bis training, fie with •three*otbers formed a group, and were gfiven 
a loan of Rs. 6,760 by Government to set them up in business. 

(g) and (h) I regret tlia^ Hie information is jyfJt available. 
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QUESTtONS ANE^ ANSWER. 

• • » 

Separation of Judicial and Executive functions. 

3e Mfs NUR^AflMEDf (a) Will tlio rfoir^hlo Ministej in foliar 
of*thp Hoidp Department be pleased to state it he has taken any §typ 
^to separate Judicial anc> ^Executive fiinctions^in llon^yal? 

(i)elf not, why no step has yet been tafien in this ^natter? 

{c) Is ilie Gov'ej’nment aVare that there is a ^^reat demand in the 
country for the separation ot diidieial and Executive functions? . 

('/) Is the (invernnient (X)nieinplatin<r to take any step^.at least on, 
the lino of the Hnited Provinces, to sepai^iTe Judicial ifnd Executive 
functions by way of exjieriinent ? Tf^iot, wh> not ? 

• • 

The Hon'ble Khwaja.Sir NAZIMU[)D%N: ui) .\l.* 

ih) and (r) I am not awaie of such a deinaitd. On the contrary in\ 
intormytioii is that tin' subjcf t is still *‘<'<>'ard(Ml as fii^lily controversial 
if only by feason of the incn'ased expenditure involved. 

• (d) i have no cognisance of (‘xjierinients condinded or pro])osed 
elscwheie, but I shall be very ha])jn to study any information which 
the honourab^'^ meinlier is o’ood (*nou«’’h to place before nu' on the 
subject . 


Poliffcal convict Sj. Ambika Charan Chakraverti. 

4i Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs (f/VWill the ^lon’ble Minister 
in charge of the ITonie Department be ]ileased t(f stnte wh(‘ther it is a 
fact that the political conyict Sj. Ambika Oharan ( Jiakravei’ti of Ohitta- 
g'ong Armoury Paid (^ase’is suffering- from tuberculosis, diabides and 
indigestion ? 

(h) Is it a fa(;t that for some time }nist the .Said Ambikj^ Babu is 
also bleeding by the nose? •• 

»(c)« Is .it a fact that hivS state of health .is very serious ami that i\e 
is hovering between life and death ? • ’ . • • • • 

• • t 

(d) Do Govern iflent proi>ose to set him Grc^ fv'ithout^any further# 
delay? If not, 'ffhv*not? 

y-’- 

The Hor/ble Khwajp Sir NAZfMUDDIN: {a) He' is* a suspected 
case of tuberculosis, at present ^{uicfl^cent, and •also has symptoms of 
diabetes. 

(h) and (c) No. 

{d) In view of the answer to (c) al>ove, hi.s case will he jdaced liefore 
the Advisory CommiNee with others in tlifb,course. • 
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Q^ESTION^ AND ANSWERS. Feb., 

Female political prisoners m Bengal Jails. 

#» « 

5. ^Mn^KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (^/) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
ii) charge of the Home Department *be please*] to give the number and 
a list of the female f)olitjcal prisoners in Ben^l jails? • ^ . 

(?/) Does thf Governmeht proi)ose to make any special consideiation 
in respect of those prisoners regarding Jiliei? release apd renfission of the 
remaining term of their sentence? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sif NAZIMUDDIN: (o) If the hon’ble mem- 
ber refeis to persons convicted ohoAences coitnected with the terrorist 
movement, there are b female prisoners.. 1 am not prepared to publish 
the names. 

(b) Tlieir cases will be jdaced befori* llie*^ Advisory (hmmittee in 
due course. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will (he llonblc Miivstei be 
pleased to state if the cases of these wofnen jirisoners would be sjiecially 
considered apart from the consideration of the (‘uses of all other political 
prisoTHU’s which have been placed before tlu‘ Advisory (-ommittoe? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The matter is now under 

the consideration of the Advisory Committee and the Government will 
await tlieir recomm/uidations. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Have the cases of the female 
prisoners been actually placed before the Advisory (bmimittee? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDblN: The coses of all the 

prisoners c(.!ivicted of terrorist crimes will be ])laced before the Advisory 
Cpmmitte(‘. 

^ Mr. KAMINI KU^M/^iR DUTTA: My (|iiestioir was it their cases 
have already been ])laced before the Advisory Con‘imit)?e? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN.: »^ir, it will'^p^y^ar in due 

course, and if it has not been put; it will be put before them. 

Mr. KAMI NT KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to give any approximate idea of the time within which we can 
expect their cases to be placed before the Advisory^ Committee? 
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1939.]. QUESTIONS AND*iVNSWE|S 

'Fhe Hon’ble Khwaja Sir N*AZIMUDDIN: 8jr, I am very sorry, us 
far as this question is concerned, tlun»will oftiiie'i:. the order in which 
the Advisory Committee takes uj) their cas^s ' It lias nothiii^^to do 
with the Government. I*^^w the imtire matter is before tlfe Advisory 
Committee. 

» • 

* • . . 

Mr. PRE8IDEj«T: The Hon’Jde Minister lias made it clear that all 

the eases have been •put before the Committ(‘e. They are coiisideririfr 
the matter; it is n5w .iii» their hands. 


Water^wppjy in Itie cquntryside. 

6. Khan Bahadur SAVED MUAZiAMUDDIN' H08AIN: (a) 1.^ 

the Hon’ble Minister in char^^e of the laical Nielf-fiovernmcnl Depart- 
ment aware that (he system of solvini^* (he water-sni)pl_\ jirobleni b\ 
granting* lo^fns to District Hoards is not being appreciated by the ])C()]dc 
o^ the countryside 

{})) Is he also aware that (lie tiinds at the dis])osal of the District 
Boards are barely sntficient to kee() the sources of water-suiqily in 
proper state of repairs? 

(c) Is he also aware that the District Boards after. siicndnig oi^ repair 
works are unable to re-pay the loan iiwurred for .new* woiiks without 
seriously dislocniting their other important works? • 

{(1) Is the ILop’ble Ministei’ aware that the .sutiply^ol pure drinkinli' 
water is a primary need of tire rural area? ’ 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister projiose to establish a water-su])])l\ 

fund for financing excavation of tanks and sinking cd' wells for solving 
the water-supply jiroblem once for all, after drawing pp -a scheme for 
every district? ^ 

(/) lithe reply to (<;) be in the aflirmaiive, does* tjii# llonMile 

Minister propose to direct the District Boards not to realfse any con- 
trihttition from the iioverty-stiicken jieojile of rural preas for sinl^^ 
tube-wells ? 

The Hon’ble 1^- H* S. SUHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge Local Self-Government Department): (a) No. 

Gover nment -^ve howew^r* lecenfly. discussed the questfon of loan 

^policy in a Conference of ChaiiJiieh of District Boards and are 

considering suitable action in Jibe mat lei; 

{h) and (c) No. But Governineiitf lue •aware of the generally, 
inelastic character of the resources of District Boards. 

(d) Yes. 
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QflESTIONS* AND ANSWERS. Feb., 

t #1* 

(e) and (J^) Government have under consideration the drawing up 
Ot a comprehensive schenle and the mode of financing it with a view to 
solving the rural water-tMpply problem. . While the principle under- 
lying local*contribution is jsound, Government' have advised local officers, 
in ^ilistributing grards from provincial revenues, to grant .exemption 
very • liberally .wherever, needed. The nfatter is under* further 
consideration. ' 


Khan Bahadur 8A I YE D MUAZZAMUDDItl HOSAIN: Will the 

Iloii’ble ivfiyisier consider if similar instriicl ions can be ^issued in 
respe(‘t of wa(er-snppiy loans given h) District .Hoards!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. ^U'HRAWARDY: Is the hon ble member 
suggesting that instri^ctions should be given to somebody by the 
Government that where a District Board is unable to pay any 
charges . 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, but 

when the (*ontribution is not available from the local j)eople the 
District Boar<l makes full contribution, because there is a condition 
attaclc'd to these lo(‘al schemes that contribution must be forthcoming 
froin the publi(\ So,*as in the case of ])i()vincial revenues, you have 
stated h(‘r(‘ that the Government have advised local olheers in distri- 
IViiting grants from provincial revenues and to grant exemption very 
liberally whenever needl'd. Has any similar advice been given to the 
District Boards to exempt contributions! 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I understood from the 
( onference of Die Chairmen of District Boards that they followed this 
liolicy aiul.siii' distributing their money they did not always insist on a 
h)cal subscription. 

Khan Bahadur ’SAltko MUAZZAMUDDIN H08^IN: District 
Boards are very anxious not to insist on this, but .^he thing is that 
with the Government this is a condition precedent t(^ the loan, and so 
they are afraid of the Governpaent coming down upon' J?em. Will the 
Government send out siders similar to what have been giv^a regard 
to provincial grants? 


The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I shall look into this 
matter, Sir. 
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55 . 


Development of various industries in t^e Province. 

7. Mri NUR AIjMEDs* (a) AVill the lforr*!>le Minisie^ in charge' 
of the Industries "Deparlihent be pleased to’ stale what steps he '^8 
taken fpr H:he develoimieti^t of various industries in the Province oh a 
planned ‘scale? 

^h) What measures dot^ Iiq ])ro])ose to take in future for the 
development of hiduf?tries in Bengal on a large scale? 

r 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULMH Pahadur,* Dacca: 

I W’ould request the hon’ble inembeT- to wait until the demand under the 
major head Industries” is moved wh^Mi 1 shall make a lull state- 

ment outlining what has been done and^^^llat is proposed ‘to be done in 
the matter of development of industries in this Province. 

Drant for road repair in Jiaganj-Azimganj Municipality. 

'8. fAjaBHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

(a) AVill tlie Hoirble Minister in charge of tlie (’oinmunications and 
Works Department be ])leasod to state if a memorial bad been received 
from the (hairnmn, Jiagan j-Aziinganj Municipality, ])raying for a 
special grant of K*. 2,000 only to rejiair tlie roads damaged by the 
recent flood? 

(h) Is it a /jn*t tliftt the sjiid (’hairnian has as^sured the (lovernmept 
of raising Its. 8,f)W0 from the public to augnient tli^ fund and to phiCe 
the same at the disposal qf the Government*? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale what decision 
has been taken by the Government on the said projiosal? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAN.DV, ot uossimhazar: 

(a) Yes. • • * • 

(J)) On behalf of llie peopk of the locality, the Chairman has prc^* 
mised the sum of lls.* 8,000 as a contribution to the cost of .proteciSv^ 
work, which, Jie suggests* should be done estpense j^f the -tax- 

payers of* the Trovincg. 

(c) The Muuicrvalily Las received tUe share ot JLhe proceeds dt the 
Motor Vehicles^^5^^^^or 1937-1938 to \yhich it is entitlejl according to 
the fi x ed„J3a i^1ple governing ’the distribution of t^hese proceeds among 
riKal Doaies throughout the Proviifre. I am sorry it is not possililc to 
make a grant from the Prc^vincial .Ilieserye, Hbiit I ^ fdiall carefully 
examine any proposal that the Jfunicip^lity may make, to utilise the 
whole or a portion of the next ordinary gratit on special repairs to roads 
necessitated by last year’s flood. 



CiOMMITTEi^: OF PETITIONS. 


[^TiT Feb. 


U 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before we take u]^) the Order Paper of tlie;clay, 
1 would like to eoiif^ratiiiate, ou behalf of this House, Khan Bahadur 
B. Faiial Ellahi on his appointment as tin* Sheriff of Calcutta. 

khan Bahadur dAIYED MUAZZAMUOpiN H08AIN: I think, 
:Sir, it is })rayer tiiue, and the House may adjourn now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned for fifteen 
minutes for prayer. 

AdjfUtnimnil . 

CJ’lie House at this sta^^e* t»UK)d adjourned for fifteen minutes for 
prayer.) 

n'lu* House assembh'd at after tlu' ])ra>er ad jouruiiienl. ) 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 1) of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Kules,*! nominatc ~7 

(1) Maliaraja Sir Manlnatha Natli Bay Chowdhuiy, of Santosh, 

(2) Sii‘ Edward* (b Benthall, 

<d) Mr. Kaiii ini 'Kumar Hut la, and 
(4) Begum llainida Momin, 

on the l*iiuel of (Aiairmen for tlie current isession. 


Oommittee of Petitions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: On the (^ommittee of Petitiors, I nominate — 

(1) Mr. Hamidul Huq Choudhury, the President, as 

the Chairman, ‘ » 7 

(2) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid f/howdhury, 

(d) Bai Bahulur Surei.dra Narayan Sinha, 

(4) Mr. F. C. Ormond, and 

t5) Mr. Sacbindra Nan.-yan Sanyal. 
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• • • ^ 

• *. 

Governor’s Assent to Bills. ’ 

• • • 

Mr. PRESIOEMT: T ‘may iutorm the lioirble iiieiuWis tliai ^U*.* 

Bill passed by J)otk the (’hambers oMbe* Benj»al J.t‘jfislature 
l!as l^een* assented to by ^Tis Exeelleney t*he Go^ierllor under* the 
provisions of section To of tlie Government of Tndiii Act, 19*)0 ; — 

The (hihuitta Ortibial Receiver’s Bill. ] 9 d 8 . 

• , 

The Deputy Presideifl will now ju-e^ent hi^. Re]iort of the, Committee , 
of IVivilep'es. 


Kepon OT me uommiuee ot rriviie^es. 

Mr. HAMimJL HUQ*CHOWDHURY: 1 l^e^ to present the third 
Re])Oit of the (\»mmittee (d Privile«»(‘>. a^copy of which has been already 
placed l^efo]*^ the Hous(‘. 

Messages from the Befngal Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will tlu‘ Seciet-ar> please read the mesaaj^es 
from tile Asesmbly r(‘^ar<lin<? Bill< pass(‘d by that House and Vent to this 

House P 

SECI^ETArV to the COUNCIL (Mr. K. N. Mazumdar): Sir, the 

iollowiii”’ )nessa<»’e,s* hav(‘^bpen received from the Secfetafly of the T^e^is- 
lative Assembly: — 

1. “In contonnity with th‘‘ ie(jujrements of Rule ‘JT of the Beu^’al 
Ije^i>lat i ve Assembly Rules, I am dircct<*d to send hei(‘w ith an authen- 
tic co]>y of the Bengal Tatiks Imj)rovement Bill, PldS. a^ '|>a,'>sed bt’ the 
Assembly on tin* 19th An^iNt, PldS. tof^vther willi lot) -fpan' (ojuc^ of 
the Bill, itml to state, for the ]mrp«)scs of Rub* -It; of the Ilefl^ial JiC^is- 
lativc Conned 1* Rules, *t hat tin* Hill was refeired to a Select Committee 
of tfie Assembly before it wa** parsed. I am turtln*!’ to state tlud Jtir 
Bengal Tanks Jnipi-ovomcflt Bill, PldS, wa^ ^jfonsoi^d by the Minister 
in chaige*of th(‘ Reveime l)<*j)artnuvit 

2. “In confy) luity ^with the ie<jUiremeiits of Rule 27 of the BvMif'al 
Leo:islalive Ass<o|m?y Rules, T am directed to send herewith an outhen- 
tie coj)V <»ijiS^(‘n^ul ])e4lti^fti; Bill, 19‘18, as passed bv the Assmn'hlv on 

Auoust, 19d8, together with f50 sjmre, copies rd the Bill, and 
to state, for the purposes of R^iles dO of Legislative, (hninoil 

Rules, that the Bill was referred'to a »5el?et .ftotnmittee of the Assembly 
before* it was passed. 1 am further to state that fhe Bengal Dentists 
Bill, 1988, was sponsom^d by the Ministet in«cjiarpre of ^le Ibihlic Health 
and f.ocal Self-Government Department.” • 


o 
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MESS^.GES FKOM THE ASSEMBIA'. [Kth Feb., 

• 

8. “Jii coriioriiiiT V 7 Avi^ii me m|uiri>i!ieiJis oi liule 27 of tlie Btiugal 
Legisl^jtive Asseiullily Ritlcj^, I 4iin directed to send lierewith an, authen- 
tic copy oi the Bengal Maternily Benefit Bill, as passed by the 

Asif^,*inbly on tlie 22nd August, 19'iS, togetlier with 150 spare copies of 
the^Bill, and to state, fov tlie purposes of RuV**16 of the Beng/il Legis- 
lative (jouneil RuRs, that the Bill was leferred to a Select Coipivittee 
of the Assembly before it was passed.. I am further to that the 

Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 10d8, was sponsored by ’the Minister in 
charge of' the Depurfment of (joiumercc and liah'^ur/ 

t ' 

f * 

Laying of Bills passed by the y)$sembly on the table of the House. 

SECRETARY to the COUNCIL (Mr. K. N. Mazumdar): Sir, I 
herewith laV on <he table the following Bills* which have been j)assed 
by the Bengal Legislafivc Assembly at its meeing held on the 19th 
Augnsf, 19‘»S, 17th Augiisi, 1058, and 22nd August, 10*)8, res])octively, 
namely ; — 

(1) The Bengal Tank Improvement Bill, 1958, 

(2) The Bengal Dentists’ Bill, 1958, 

(5) The Bengal !Ma1ernity Benefit Bill. 1958. 


Amendments to non-official Bills. 

The Hon’ble Narvab Khwaja HABIBULLA Bahadur, of' Dacca: 

Sij*, I have I he honour to give you noliee that '1 desii(‘ to move in the 
current session of the Bengal Jjegislativt* (’ouncil ilu* following amend- 
ment to Mr. ISui' Ahmed, M.Tj.C.’s motion thal his Bill for the amend- 
nient of the Benga^ A/.i luno iw, .. 

inittee, viz. — 

d5iat jJu' Bill o<‘ rc-eircuiaieo ror uie j>iij uj 
' thereon by tin* 5lst October, 1959. 

Sii, 1 have also the lwi\V<»nr to give you uiitice that I desire to move 
in tlie next session pf the Bengal TiOgislative (louiieil the following 
amendment ^fi. JIumayiin Kabir, M.li.C. ’s'* motion that his Bill 
for the amendment of the Bengal Local Sidt-tvo^^d^nment Act, 188'), 
be referredOo a Select Committee, viz. — 

That the Bill be ie-eireulatc>d f^r the purpose of eliciting 
opiKioii tlrerpon by the 51st October, 1959.^ 

Sir, I have also the honour to give you iiutiee that 1 desire to* move 
in the current session of Re^igal ijegislative fvouneil the following 
amendment to Mr. Hamiddul Huii Choudhury, M.L.C/s motion that 
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• » 

Lis Bill for the amendment of the Bengal VilJujrA Self-(joveiunient Ae^, 
1919, be referred to a Select Committee, viz.j— 

• * ^ 

That the Bill be cifculate<l for the purpose of (‘licilin*’* pnlilic. 
. opinion theie 4 »n by the -tlst thdobto*, IIM9. 

Jhe HtMfMe Mr.^ H. S. 8U HR AWARD Y ■ Sij, I iiu\r iiii' uuiiiiux 
to g'ive you notice^ that I shall move the followin*;* motions in the 
current session of the T.egislative (council, viz., — . 

(1) 'that the Jlengal Jleiitists’ Jlill, 19'1<S, as p!isse<l lyv tlit‘ 

Lep:islative Assltuiiblv, ht* viikeii into (onsidoiation : and 

*; • • • • 

(‘J) the Bill as si'ttk'd in tlie (hnimdl^be passed.* 

* • 

• • • 

Sir, I hav'e also the honour to ^ive you notite that I shall move the 
followip^’ motions at the next session of#the Bejipal Le^^’islativi* Coum il, 
viz,, — 

(1) lhat the Benj^al Maternity Benefit Bill, 19'hS, as passed by tin* 

Bt*n»ral Legislative* Ass<‘nibly on the* ‘J‘Jnd August, 19 ‘kS, Ibe 
taken into consideration; and 

(2) that the said Bill as settled in (Vnineil he passed. • 

Sir, 1 Inn e« also tin* Inmour to ^ive notice of the*fallowin^ amend- 
ment to* the Ben^arShop Ibices and He<;:ul5fction Bill, Bh‘18, ’.T)f 
. Mr. llumayun fiahir, uaoiely, that thi* Bill he circnlftted for elicitih*.,^ 
public opinion theie(»n by the dlst October; IfldO, • 

Sir, T have also the honour to o-ive notice tJiat I shall move in the 
current session of the Bengal Legi.slative Council that tin* Bengal 
Shop Hours and Shop Assistants Bill, 19*18, hy Mr, ififtnayun ftahii’, 
M.L.C., he circulated for eliciting public opinion thi'nmi l\^^t]ie •lOtli 
dune, 19*19. 

The Hon’bie Sir BIJDY PRASAD 8IN8H ROY: Sir, I hav^ the 
honour U) give notice’ that 1 shall, m(»ve at the *w(*eting ortlii* Bengal 
Legislative Council “to ho held on thr 10th February, 19*19, that tin* 
Bengal Te^iie^^JiKeFond Amendment) Bill, 19*18, as passed hy the 
Bengal Jjegb^iyft'ive^ssemhK'; be taken into eoiisideration .‘wnl that the 
as settleif in the Counm’l. • * 

Sir, I have aleo the honour to give notice that I shall, nioye at the 
meeting 'of the Bengal Legislative ,tc3 be hMd on the 10th 

February, 1939, that the Bengal Rates- of Interest Bill, 1938, as 
passed by the Bengtd Legislative Asseyilylv, be taken into considera- 
tion and that the same be pas'iod as settled* ij^ Council. 
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Covornment Resolution. 

ThO 'Honlblo Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir; on behalf of the 
Holr^ble Mr. Tainiziiddin Khan, 1 have the honour to give notice that 
he desires to move in the current session of< *the Bengal Leg;ifilative . 
Council tlie folhviving resolution in accordance with the provision^ of 
section 10*1 of the (jovermnent of India Act, 1935, viz^., * that this 
Council do resolve that it is desirable that — 

(1) trade and cominerco within the province in drugs, medicines 

and* biological products; ^ 

(2) the production, suppily an9 distribution of drugs, medicines 

and biolo(?ical products; 

(3) the {id alteration of drugs, medicines aiid biological products; 

<• 

(41 fees in respect of the matters mentioned in clauses (1) ip (3); 

(5) inquiries and statistics for the ])urpo8e of the matters mention- 

ed in cluusejj (1) to (4); < 

(6) oftiuices against laws with respect to the matters mentioned in 

clauses (11 to (5); and 

(7) jurisdiction and jmwers of courts with respect to the matters 

nienticned in (dauBes ,(l) to (6); 

which aie among the inatters enumerated in tlie Provincial Legislative 
List, should he roguFated in this Piovince by an Act of the Federal 
Legislature. 


Non-ofRcial Resolutions. 

Mr. PP^^IDENT: Order, order. The House will now t:?j£e up 
Non-oflicial ilesolutions. Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan will 
no^. move his resolution. « 

Khan Bahadur MUIIAm'^MAD ASAF KHAN: Sir, J Ueg to move 
that tins (hnipeil is of opinion .that* tlie elerks,' draftsmen, process- 
servers and orderlies, of the Settlement Department Who Jiave been 
recently discharged or are shortly going to be dischargeV-rm account of 
stoppage of the District Settlement Operations,* should be 
ployment in permanent offices of Government in preference to new 
recruits, until all of them who arf fit to fvork are absorbed in such 
pffices; and those who are • incajlable of rendering further service,. but 
have rendered faithful service ‘ for more than a year, should be given 
gratuity of one moijith^s pay ,f6r every year of servitje. 
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^Mr. President, Sir, tlie Settlement OperatioiFiu Bengal having been* 
coiiipleted and the District Hevision^l Opei^ti&i having been dropped, 
thousands of employees ^including clerk%, draftsmen and .• process- 
servers) of the IJephi tm^int have been render<5d helpless. Most ‘of these 
employees rendered faithful and loyal services to the (loverninejyt *for * 
the be§t* part of their Tlives, and are now geing to be thrown O^it of 
enfplpyment without any fault of their own. . ' • , 

• These fmploye^s are iH-pakl and have no beneht of Oontril>utory 
Provident Fund, ^gratuity or the like in fmn of pension. is indeed 

hard for thorn to mftfke both ends meel ^^ilh their smalj reimineia- 

• • 

tioii. TJiese employees had to work streiuumsly in the suh and ifi the 
rain and somefinies in.^lht‘ most nnhealthv ipiarters Of the province 
where medical aid was not -easily aVaihJ)le, nor could they enjoj^, any 
kind r)f liolidays or leave worth the uani^‘. It is a ,W(‘ll-known fact that 
some of thenj. even di^d, due to over "exertion, both pljysical and 
mental, during their term of service. 

These yebple helped the Government in the preparation of ilu‘ record- 
of-rights and in various other ways. It is a pity that in spite of ail 
these iacts tJicv arc now going to he thrown oveiboard without any 
provision u])on which they can fall hack. 

There is no dearth of young, edm-ated, a(‘tive, cxpcriencc<l and 
capable hands in this department wlio can, if Governme/it so desired, 
he easily provided for in the district offices and civil courts, a, if well as 
in the offices snhordijAate to them. If is nndersfood tliaPthe Govern- 
ment were pleased to issue circular letters to the f'ol lectors to tix^ up 
these men in district offices. 'As a result of tiiis^ a few and lihl.V a 
few from these ]>coid^ have been absorbed in the district offices. Had 
the Government been pleased to issue mandatory orders to the Collec- 
tors as was suggested by jvhaii Bahadur Maulvi S. M. Ilossain, M.Ii.C., 
at the loth Annual Conference of the Settlement Clerks’ Association, 
most of these capable clerks cou'hl have easily hetpi alfkorbed o^’ing to 
the augmentation of the Collectorate clerical* staff, acjcording to 
the Chflpmaii Report. Ft is very unfortunate that in sp^?!^ oi a large 
number of fderical aj)pointments iai)])i()ximat«dy -IdS) wbicli were iij^de 
o^ing to the enfon*emeiit ot the said report iiL PfdH, tjie •de>(Vvnig 
cases of the;;e trained afld experienced hanfis of tlie Settlement Depart- 
ment, M'Piv'not favourably considered. It miA* be said that Gove/ii- 
ment may re<‘ruit nnire jieople, l)ettt*r educated from ouVsidc, Ipit they 
are sure such ready-made experienced hands. 

to point out that Government have not favourably 
®and sympat^^ically considered* even the c^ses* of these clerks, who 
have been fortunately absorbed in thp 4i'»tri<it bffices.* As gld Govern- 
ment 4*rvants, and in accordSnee 4'itli girtiel’e rule PXl of thf 

Survey and Settlement Manual, these 'people, ’ I tliink, are 

entitled to get their existing pay of ih« ^maximum of the post where 
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rate 

of pay for the Settlement Kanungos, while promoted as Sub-Depnty 
Odllectors, but they have^so long overlooked the deserving oases of the 
other ^mpl^yees. I< is, therefore, (lesirab'ie that rtliere should not be 
differentiation in fixing Ihe pay of Settlement Kanungos and other 
Settlement employees wl^en employed in any mother permanent ..offices. 
As such, there ^should similarly be a special consideration *for / the 
fixation of pay of the Settlennuit Pmplovc/»s wlicn ap]>ointe(J to other 
(government offices on the same precedent. * 

Some provision must also be made for the remaining slutV, who 
(‘.annot be 'suitably employed in other Government offices. Sojne of 
them are (dd wlio have attained tin?; age of retirement with nothing 
to maintain themselves or tl^eir dependants. As no benefit of contri- 
butory provident fund was fver allowed to these employees, their 
sudden uneriploym<'nt at ibis stag(‘ of life .would certainly render 
them (juite llelples^. A? a reward for their faithful, loyal, aedive and 
meritorious service, it undouhtedly behoves tin* popular Government 
to consider the deserving eases of these emi)loyees most sympallietieaily 
and grant them a gratuity e(|ui valent to one month's ])ay foi each year 
of service they have rendered. It will not be out of place to mention 
here that Government were jdeased to .show similar sympjiihy to the 
Settlement Kanungos who were also on similar temporary seiwiee. 

As to tilt* (piestion wdiere would the money come from tor tlie 
gratuity to^ thes“ unfortunate, people, it may be n‘asonably urged 
wlieiiee would the money have come for tin* Hevi^ionnl (tpioation if at 
the instance of the Legislature, Government would not liavt* ^stopped 
the j)ro(‘eedingsy « Tt has l)een found tlial the«total amount required 
for grant of gratuity . is less ihan the amount tliat Government would 
hav(‘ S])ent in one year for the continuance of llevisional Operations. 

T may pm’ni out heie that Government realised ahont 2o lakhs of 
riij)ees in excess as Settlement cost, from the various District Settle- 
ments and even a part oi this amount would, be (piite sutficieni to meet 
the requin^Uients of these employees and to make provisions fpr them, 
lienee the (piestion of paucity of money cannot ari»4e. 

r 

' -^iGi tln*se few remarks 1 beg to move the resclutitm and commend 
it to„th(‘ sym])athc|ic co'nki deration of the lion’bb* members of this 
House. ** ' * 


Mr. PRESIDENT: liesolut ion moved that ims is oi 

opinion that the clerks, draftsmen, jn’oeess-seryers and 
the Settlement Jl^epurtiueht who have been recently discharged or are 
shortly going to bo discharged ^bn^ accounf of stoppage of the District 
Settlement Operation.^, should be given employment in permanent 
offi<‘es of Government in pref^erenee i() new recruits until all of them 


N0N.0FFI(7IAT. resolutions. ‘ rSxH 

J ' I w * 

:nt were kind enough to fix up a standard 
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• • i 

who are lit to woi k are Absorbed in such offices | and those who ai'e 
inea*pable of renderin^^ furtljer service, but h^ve reiulered faithful 
service for more than a year should he frivefi ^riatuiiy of one month*8 
pay for every year servi<^. 

• • 

^ Mr. NUR AHMED Mr. President, Sir^ ] be" to move thaU f or 
the^vords “in preference lo new recruits until all of Ihem”, the •words 
“as far a.s possible'' be >ubf;titu<ed. 

• •A 

J also be^^ to ivt>ve that for the words “on(‘ nKUith’s ])ay for every 
year of service” the WoVds “of sueh suitabh* sum as* (iovenjimoit think^ 
reasonable” be substituted. 

• 

Mr. President, Sir, in*im>vinj»: thcf^ ameiulmenis 1 ihink I have very 
little to say about the reasomfbleuess andVeight of these anuMidinefits. 
At the same time I must make my position clear thdt J am in sympathy 
with these employees. ^Phere is one fundamental ]>rincipfe whi(‘h has 
actuated me to fnove* these amendments. Sir, it is my hinnblt* opinion 
that ITy tl^s rescnution we are ffoing to ask oiir (dect*‘d Ministers, 
responsible Ministers, to do something which ma\ not be agreeable to 
them aifd which under the circi|mstances they jna> not be in a position 
to give effect to, Mr. President, it is a known fact that ev(‘i\\ servant 
ot His Majesty holds his .service during His Majesty's pleasure and 
the ( rovernment has got every right to dis})ense ^itli his services, if 
occasion arises. H Wi‘ ac(‘ept this resolution nt Aottr that whereyev any 
teTn])nrary servant is dismissed, he wilPhave a lien on^bein^* appoirtted 
to a permanenf service, 1 think it nill nof be good for th(‘ tuture 
a<lminisdration wf, this jnovince. and it \iil] also hyve a bud effect.^ \*If 

close the door to n*ew reCruits, it Avill ]>e a discouragement to new 
recruitment. There may be some candidates wlio are better (jualified 
whoni the Hon'ble -^fijiisters may want to ai)point, but in view of the 
jesolution they might be forced to appoint men of lesser (jualification 
and lesser eificien(*> . In which ca.se, the adinini^S^tratfon ill ^suffer. 
My humble submission is that if this Council lay down any tixed 
procedure, ii will he tor the hon'ble meiuhers of this IIouspTo consider 
lio\v fpr it. will be reasonable.^ So, my suggestion is to leave the wh^le 

matter bi the decision of the Hon’ble Ministers. . 

• • • 

The /5ecoid reason is that we must not do*ginytliing ^hich would% 
pla<*.e any burden upTui the revenues /»f the province at Wo* cost of the 
nation-huiidin^ d^aftments. We do md know' w;hat will be tlfe total 
amount wdiicli wdll be required for this, purpose. It may, he a bigger 
^sfc6*f»f?<*»af^maller sum, Wit we must n’ot fix any ligiiis for the same. Our 
llinistersJ^are the elected representatives; the^' are responsible, and we 
should ask them to do evervthjng ^emselyes.* With fli^'.se f^w* words, 

I commend the amendments moy^ bt' me ‘for the acceptance of thcb 

House. 
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Mr. PRE8IDENV: Amendments moved : ^that for tFe wortls ‘‘in pre- 
ference to ne{X^ recruits until all of them’^^ibe words “as far as poss\ble“ 
be substituted. 

Tbe next one is that fbr the words “on^s montlj,'8 pay for every year 
of service'^ the words “.of such suitable as 'Government tbink 

felisonable“ be substitutecK, 

Khan Sahitt ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; Mi;. President. 
Sir, as one of the several members of this House wbo gave notice for tbe 
very same ;re 8 oluti 9 n which has just been, moved by our esteemed 
colleague Kb an Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan, it is quite natural 
that I shouM feel incliifed to rise and .speak in support of the same. 
Sir, as a result of stoppage of the District .Settlement Operations and 
in view of the Government decision to abandon this sc^heme for reviwonal 
operations, the staff and the i,nenials consisting of clerks, draftsmen, 
process-servers and orderlies of the Settlement Dejiartinent have either 
already been thrown oiU of employment or are about to be discharged 
after a very long period of tbeir loyal and faitbful service to the 
Government. These employees with tbeir small pay just .sufficient for 
a living wage could not save anything to stand upon with theii families 
after tbeir discharge, and as such their pitiable plight can better be 
imagined than des<;ribed. Tbe resolution under consideration is nothing 
but a recommendation to tbe Government for adopting ways and means 
to mitigate tbeir hardships in tbeir distress. This recommendation is 
dividetl into t^:o parts; firstly, to absorb all these discharged haiuls 
who are still fit for work by l>roviding them in' various,. departmenis of 
Government, such as tjie collectorate.s, k/ia,^ mahals, court of wards, debt 
settlement offices, ' rural <levelopment and reconstruction works, co- 
operative societies and similar other departments; secondly, to all(»w 
those employees who have put in more than one year’s service, but who 
probably on the ground of advanced age cannot be considered fit for 
further appointnient, a gratuity of one month’s pay for each year of 
service. It will net be out of place to mention here in this connection 
that simjjar „non-pensionable services under public bodies, ..such as. 
Railways, llistrict Boards, Calcutta Improvement Trust are remunerated 
by contributions to the employees’ provident funds over and above 
gfratui'iies to them. In this connection, I thipk that before I conclude 
I should briefly deal with the financial implications of the second part 
of the resolution. M*y fir.st submisi^ion is that it.. is obvious that the 
demand under the second part may be more and .m^re reduced by more 
and more absorption of these discharged hands into permanent service 
as recommended by the first part of the resblu<wion. Then, 
regard, firstly, to the abnormal enhancement in the land revenue oi 
about 13 Jakhs'of nipeea per year and, secondly, to the normal excess 
recovery of the settlement co,sts^ both from the landlords and the tenants 
of over 25 lakhs of rppees in districts already finished in settlement, 
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wMcli is* the dkect resiflt of the settlement op^ratious^ and to which 
thefte poor and uncared-for Q^uployees of tliat department have a great 
claim — 1 mean a legitimate claim — 1 makd bold to assert that t&e 
demand made in th^ second* part of the resofution is neithe^ absurd nor 
abnormal, nor uTireasomflile, but is a very- moderate one. For these 
figure^, Sir, I stand upiju two statements made the Governmeni on 

*tlie^9th* of August and the Kith of August, in reply tt) two 

interpellations, their number being 67 and 226, respecfively. So, if 
I ^taiid upon the •Itatement made by the Government, they will not 
venture to challenge t^e.accuracy of these figures. 1 shall ‘go further; 
it appears from the statement supplied by the Government* that out ot» 
26 districts — they could gather a^the time o^ giying thiS reply figures 
in respect of 20 districts -only — as rejjards Malda, the m^counts liad not 
till then been adjusted; as • regards Kflngpur, Dinajpur, ‘HoWah, 
Burdwan and Hooghly, the operatioui^ \ere still Ki. progress. So, if 
the figure is Calculated* just at the present Jiioment, *this excess 
recovery would be far in excess of the amount shown in the statement. 
Undei* tlij circumstances just stafed by me, 1 feel sorry that I 
cannot see eye to e^e with my esteemed friend Mr. Nui* Ahmed, and I 
c'aniiot ♦ee my way to support the amendments so ably moved hy him, 
when (lovernment has been the gainer hy the direct resnli of the 
settlement operations in resjiect both of the permanent income and 
excess recoveiN of costs, they should not oppose this resolution, if 
only in c(msideraUon of the woeful (‘ondition to which these low paid 
officers will be put or^.liave been alreaily put by 4heif di,s<*harge. * As 
regards tlie pifint raised by my friend Mr. Niir Ahm^d, that the hands 
of the Goverunjent should not he. tied in the liiatjer ()f appointments, 

I do not see any logi(* or force iii his argument. If Government are 
required to make any Appointment, I <10 not any harm if they 
<lraw recruits out (jf hands who are or were already in Government 
service — no matter whether on a permanent basis or a temporary basis. 
With these few words, I lend my whole-hearted supporf W the resolution 
now under considiu’ation Ond J <*omnu*nd it to tlfe acceptance of the 
House. • 

• Khan. ^Bahadur 8AIVED MUAZZAMUDPIN H08AI1I: 

'^r. President, Sir, I w\jole-heartedly suppjjrf the resoluti(jA moved by 
Khan Bahadur Muhammad 'Asaf Khan. Sir,»^llferc ar(^ only *three% 
things to be consideted in connectiop with this resoliitkm. The fifst 
thing is whether tjje •consideration proposed to be .shown in the 'resolu- 
tion is a reasonable one, secondly,, whether there is anything 
^.stands again.st • tlfe ac<*eptaiK‘e of this resolution, and 
thirdly, whether there is affy financial* difficulty involved in 
the acceptance of this resokitipn. ^Sir, ag regards ^he Reasonableness 
of the consideration proposed to shown tb th^ discharged hands of* 
the Settlement Department, I /think * Govern Ineiit had practically 

a * « 
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c 

accepted tlie’j)roposi|ion that these men do (feserve consideration when 
they accepted the resolution in respect to the discharge of the Sktle- 
ment Kanungos. In the‘ case o? the Kanungos, they had a Provident 
Fund, whgreas these clerks had not even “a Provident Fund and they 
were low paid; not only were there clerks among the* discharged hands^ 
hut tlicre were also Inenials, peons and others who had rendered good 
«erviv‘c and done good work. We want to support only those who/have 
done good work; those wdio are found not to have done gor^d work, they 
certainly could not be shown any favour. We waitf favour to be shown 
and reas()nable consideration should be sho.wn t^) those only who 
have don(;'»good work and have a good record of service. My friend 
Mr. Nur Alfmed has said that it plight atfect the. efficiency of the 
service, if the liands of the Colle^'<ors were tifd and if they were to give 
appoinlinents to all these ine'n in preferelice to new recruits. But I say 
that when the (hdlectors will b^‘ giving appointments to those men only 
who have proved their^ ability and got ex]>erience behind them, they 
will be eertaiiily better men than those new' recruits w’hom the 
(kdlectors would olluTwise recruit. J think, therefort\ tlfat the 
objection of my friend does not hold good. The other objection put 
forward by my friend is that by giving gratuities to men of this class, 
(lovcnnnent will be a<*ce])ting the principle of granting gratuities to 
all temporary Jiands. I sa\. Sir, that a civilized (Tovernmeiit should 
know that they miust make some provision w-hen they find that they 
liavc throw a number of men out of employment. Even this 
(iovcninient is \*ontemplating, •! understand, i(\ indu(*c private Anns to 
makt‘ contrihutiofjs to Provident Funds for their employees, when they 
arc discharged. oi‘ jlii^ow-n out of • einjibn . But, ,Sir, (lo^ernment 
themselves loo, sliould in that case, show* by Vxamjile that they feel 
for ilitdr own emploVces as much as they w'ant these firms to feel for 
theirs. If the (iovernment make it a rule that. in. the case of all 
temp(»rary hands they will deduct from tlie very beginning a certain 
anuprtit from their pay for their Provident Fund, if they go on deduct- 
ing something from their jiay towards tlieir iProvident Fund and if they 
themsejvi^con tribute a small amount to this Provident Fiind, then 
tjjis (iuestioii of gratuity cannot arise at all. So,* I say, it will not he 
STttiug a had exam]de but a good example, and *tLe (iovernment will 
be lit'iiefited^by it t\,s tbeySvill realise that in^ future they must have a 
rul(‘ for coiitributiiig \o the Provident Fund even^^for temporaiy hands; 
80 tlu\l w'benever they are discharged they w'ill noj be absolutely thrown 
into tlie streets, and be obliged to beg their livelH»ood like vagrants. 
Then, the iluestion is — is thefe anything ogaipst according ac ceptan ce 
to this resolution ? T say. Sir, tbert^ is notjhing against it — ancl 
cannot be anything w'hiidi stands against accepting this resolution. In 
the first place, if has hbep ma<Je mdllerate, because at the tery first 
instau(*e if has been ‘said that those '^ho have not been found able and 
up to the mark will not he ^bsewbed into other offices, those who have 
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not sttftifient qualifications will not be absorbed ini/other ^ces.*- '6tbers 
need not be absorbed jit all. •St), all that is wanted in respect of these 
^en, is that only those who liave rendered jjood and apj)roved service 
i^hould be pfiven a jrratiiity itf the extent of one month’s pay-p1hai*is not 
very imich — for e^Wy year of their service. So I say that there cannot 
be any-thitij; which stainls nfj^ainst it. The (^nly ‘consideration is the 
tliiiH consideration, namely, whether financial considerations litand 
an-ahisi tl^e«accei>lance of this resolution. My reply wilf be that the 
Seitlenienl OpefatitfiVs were stopped at the request of some members of 
thi*; Len'islature, u*ho Jjd not want it. If the Settlement Operations 
liad f^om* on. (iovernment would be spendinj^^ ^ahoiit ten lak^^s annually* 
ovei* this niatter,* and out of this^aboui two lakh^ would be (iovern- 
meni s contribution alone.* 1 ,am suiV* the Jie^islaturc would not mind 
thi>. and 1 am sure my frienfl also will not mind these feAv 'hrkloT of 
rupees for a few years only beiiif^; confiilMited by (*ioA'ernment for the 
maintenan(*e of* the famifies of these einj)loyees^who are, as a result of 
iheir own action, ^^oin^’ to he thrown ^out of em]>loyment altogether. 
So. 1 niink«a humane (iovernment ou»*ht to show some consideration 
to their own dischar«>‘ed hands, specially those who are jioor and who 
deserve fiiore helj). If this resolution is not act'epted in a sympathetit* 
spirit, the idea will ^o round to the jteople that the (Tovernment are 
only for the rich who are able to stand on their own lej»s, and that they 
do not >\ant to raise their little fing’ers to help ])oor ])eo])le who really 
deserve helj). The^ie ])eople. Sir, do really deserye help, and thU res.o- 
Jiitiini should be aceepUMl readily. If iiovenmrent* coiild s^)end lakhs 
of rui)ees for seltlenie^nt operations in the hope of reco'Cerin^* the amount 
not now but afi^r five years, could not the- (iovt»rniuent spend thw 
amount for one year oiity for*the ])urpose of in'ovidin^*mainlenam*e for 
the families of their own dischar«»ed hands y AMth these few Avords, 
Sir. 1 commend the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANPRA ROY CHOWOHURY:* Mr. 

Sir, tilery* is a similar mt>tion standing* in my ■nam(‘, Xo^" on the 
ao:enda, with;the diftVrence that tin* motion that is now under^.?cussion 
affttcts -only certain class of employees while my motion affects one clasl^, 
that is compositors whosj; ca.se has not hee|^ jncludcd in this inotion. 
Still as the lirinciplc of the motion that is now.^hdYore us#is the same 
as that of mine, I wotild just like*to say a few words. « * 

Sir, the speech^d^livered by the mover of the motion discloses a 
cruel state of things in fxovevnment serviee. Can we imagine, Sir, that 
clerks, process-servers, these poor people •for whom the Avhole 
Congress is fighting and I suppose the (jovernfneut in the jaisi fought, 
—these }>eople are employed® iu (j^rfiment service ifb*r lO, *].■) or 25 
years* without any provision of kind ‘such as gratuity, provident • 
fund or. i)ension? Why!^ In o^er bt‘^ii<^hes o^ -Government service 
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also, iu the Jleiigal ^jovernment Press, as the Hon’ble Finance H^nister 
is aware, they had a; similar state of affairs. They worked from day to 
day for years, hut there was no provision for them if they w^e 
discl\argad. There was absolutely no provision ''whatsoever, but these 
.people made matter^; hot for the retiring Uoveinment and things 
improved. 1 hope," Sir. this Council could plake matters easjev for the 
Ministry to agcept the principle that those who are discharged '^umld 
be paid gral;uity as Mr. Marr has declared in tlii» Council, one imuith’s 
pay for each >car^s service. Mr. Marr, the Finaiicfe Member in the 
Council (diamber on the 18tli August, 1928, ^ made a declaration that 
in respec^ntif certain em,T>loyees discharged after some years' service one 
month’s pay for each year’s service ahould be paid to liim as gratuity, 
and 1 liope this was acted uponf 1 give tlie Hon'ble Minister the date 
of’ t hi a’ statement made by* Mr. Marr, ’namely, 18th August, 192fS. I 
have got the ]>rin'ted ])ampl.Tlet whicli was circulated to us. 

Sir, another cruel rtatc of things is this, that these poor compositors 
got their pauneiit on piece-work basis, and the piece-work rate was 
reduced from Its. 1-9 to 11 annas, because these pool* p<‘(I])le had none 
to agitate for them. I may also mention here that these jipor jjccple 
were liable to lead-poi.soning and i know ot scviual cases where 
employees of the Jleiigal (joveniineiit Press as well as the (loveinment 
of India Press specially of the c(nn])Osiiing se(‘iioii have suffered 
heavily, b ‘cause it is one of the occu])atioiial diseases and it affects 
eyes and lungs, it affects the eyes and so on. liccausc ihes<‘ ])eople 
made no agitation, notliing lias been given to' them; but instead their 
piece-work was reduced from Hs. 1-9 to 11 annas. Therefore, Sir, tlieir 
(ase is very strong. I ilo think. Sir, that (loyeinmeiit should insist on 
all District Officers pud all de])artments to absorb those people who are 
discharged, and who are tit, and thus let them sIioav to the province that 
sundy the\ are not calhms to the ])eopIe Who spend the best part of 
thei|* lives for dioveriiim'nt in the mofussil and -.uft’ering from all >ort 
of diseases. Their cases must he considered and in view of Mr. Marr's 
stateniei^Aj.oee month's pay for one year's service must be gi^'en. 

.Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, may we ha\’e }our 
permission to include r^'i,',)lution No. 7 in this resolution and eonsider 
them together so tluj^t matters will be easier*^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT; No. 7 b ns not bofii n)o\'erlj 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Itia y we have your periuission 
to combine these resolutions into -one.^ TJie subject is the >amS7 
“Composifor.s’’ maybe mlded. 

Mra PRESIDEMT: If the .subject-matter is the same, the pa.S'aiftg 
of this resolution wifi bar that i resolution. 



19:»tl XOX-OFyilJfAJ. l{ESOLrTl(»>Y<. 67 

Kbaii Bahadur AtAUR -RAHMAN: Sir, already the previous 
speaker has spoken on tliis resolution. I stjnd simply to say^that 
1 had the closest association w’ith tliese people fi?om tlie very Vejrinningr 
of my service, and*! loiow what a miserable life they have to live in 
the remwtes’i parts of the •j^roWnoe. Even the liackhey-carriage horses 
have ^ot some rest, but there is no rest for these *in^ when they 
work in ca^ps. Tlhe| liave , to work practically whole night some 
time>, living in •cow^iieds, sometimes under trees. Is it fair on the 
part of a civilized *Goywnment, a Government represented by the 
people, to throw them away at the fag-end of ^heir lives wit^ut some 
provision when thw are unfit to wosk anywhere else't So,^as has been 
said before, those men wlto are unfif.for anv more work should be 
’given some gratxiity. * 

As to the men who aroBfit 1 can testify as to their capacity', because 
in other departments . T recruited seven or fight tnen and they 
have pn^ved more than successful, much •better than new recruits, raw 
graduates or* matrics fresh from the schools. So these experienced 
men should not be thrown awa\ . It will not be difficult for the Gov- 
ernment to ])rovide them if they* really intend to do so. liecently 
Chapman’s Keport made a provision for over three hundred men of 
whicli out of these people only twenty-one men were taken. 1 am sure 
there must have been much more men than twenty-one fit to Itfe recruited 
lor tliese vacancies.* Even (Government |iever flipught any contri- 
butory ])rovidenl fund fls has l>een said by my friend Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Mjiazzam^ddin* Hosain. How Government can compel private 
employers, the ifiill-o'vyners, the* factory, owners, .the hanks, the 
Corporation and Improven>ent Trusts and other pri>iaie and local bodies 
to inaugurate tliese provident funds unless Government show the wayP 

It will not be a very huge sum to give gratuity, nor will it be 
difficult to absorb them. Of course it is not possible t!ic absorb fliem 
all at once, but I am sure if Government have got any will to do 
so, they will hje able to provide them somehow gradually. TlfeS^eople 
worked hard for the preparation of the valuable seitleiiKmt record t(^ 
whicli we always refer* and it is admitted by all hands that the* settle- 
ment record is. very vahiaBle for district adimnistration. 1^ is, thare- 
fore, very desirable .that these ♦ poor men should receive some« 
sympathetic coni^deration from the revenues of the jirovince. 

In reply to my question \Yhich has -been referred to by .tny friend 
Abdul Hamid Chov^dhury, Government admitted about Es. 25 
lakhs excess collection and it will le much more \^hen the final rcpnrt 
of other districts are complete<i. ^;in*of Es. 5 to 8 iaths ultimately 
will be required if the gratuity is ^^anfed” to* the^ peoplp. I would 
urge and request all our colleagues \n this Hduse to support this 
resolution which is most humane, y " * 
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Mr. KADER BAKSH: Sir, J rise to* say a few \^rd8 in support 
of the^ resolution. As settlement operation is going on in our district, 
1 have go4 some personal laiowlcdge about the utility of these people 
and of tlie work which they carry on. Sir, it is luit for me to find 
out inouey, and it is not, for me also to give Jfiem services. Ncrv^*, Sir^ 
the amount of Y'drk wJiicdi tJiey have been made to do and the hardship 
to whi(!h they have been put, and tl^e useful wijfk.‘whir4i .they have 
rendered to the province as a whole by bringing up all' the interests of 
cultivators of the j)n)vince on an ui>-to-date bawis have led to improve- 
* meats in tit^^adininistratioii of the province. 1 have seen with my own 
eyes the amount of hanlship they ^mve been ymi ter. Sor, 8ir, I am 
in sympathy with these people a/jd 1 shall fie failing in my duty if I 
do*'nor’lend my siij)p(ut to the resolution which has .been moved by 
Khan Baha^lur Mubamiuad Asaf Khan and to (»})pose the amendments 
which have been moved h.V Mr. Xur Ahmad. 

Now, Sir, it is not only 2< lakhs of rupees which is in jlepohit, 
but there is a bigger amount deposited on their hehalt. *Some limes 
past a suggestion was made to make the services of the IJauung/js 
pensionable and some extra amount whs kept for them. 1 heard ihai 
as much as about Its. dT lakhs or more* were in store to help these 
people in times (»f need. Assurances were given to tliem that their 
cases will not be neglected and their posts will be made i)ensionable. 
Nbthiiig has been don'e iij) till now. Whatever tluU may be, whethei' 
it has been made, pensionable or not, when tht're is an^ amount whieli 
is. due to tile labour of, these people, why should wt^ grudge thi^ amount 
to' he given UV thefn. Om.* mouth's, salary fo^ each* year’s service is 
not a very big amoiyit, and if tlie amount, is there which can be 
utilized for the purpose of giving this, why should we grudge? It is 
not an amount wliieli will he drawn from the annual revenues of thti 
province, but Jliere the amount is lying still. Tt is lying with the 
(loVernmeni of Indhi in deposit on account oLexcess recovery costs. My 
friend han^^iveii you the figures from tiie report of 19d7. Tli,ere is an 
extra aWi^unt (‘xeeeding lls. 27 lakhs, as excess recovery (^ost that was 
really realised. If there be any excess*, where should the excess <^‘u. 
If the excess hud been dii^i to the labour of ^hese people, why should 
r it not go t(^c them fn ^^times of their distress when these people are as 
a* class goingito be thrown out of employment, dfsoharged from service 
withotft any hope before them, without anything' fall upon in their 
bad days, v, , . . 

... • ^ 

Now, Sir, in the •Diiiajpur district I havi^ seen people coming to 
M.L.As. and ajso M^L.^CV. day and night with very weary fac^*!, 
being disappointf?d, diT^hearteijedyon uccbunt of the news that the 
•settlement operations. will be’^toppecL We know how these people live 
in a wretched conditilln. Tjie^rhav^ not been a))le to save anything 
for their future Aaiiitenarfje. If there is any amount as my friend 
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Kliaiv Sahib Abtjul Hamid Chflwdhiiry has said, why sliould we grudged 
Governineni should not grudge. Sir, I wh|>le-heartedly suppoyt Ihe 
resolution ot Khan Kahadur Asat' Khau-aiid oppose the a^iendineiiis 
of Mr. Xur Ahmad. 

• 

li/t, PRESIDENT: Order, order. It lias been inti^^iated to iiie by 
ngu-oitieial meinbmsithat they dp not like to sit after the ]>rayer time 
to-day. r wouW liKe to tollow the convent ion of ecnisulting the 
eoiivenience of iion-offitufl members on non-oftieial days and iliat of 
the members of the Treasur\ Benches on otficjal days. ^ 

The House now stands adjourneol till d-dO p.ni. 'to-morrow. 

Adjournment. / 

Tlie Council then’ adjourned till d-dO p.ni. on Thursday the Jltli 
February, li)39. 
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The following xueiiiheiH were absent from the meeting held on the 
8th February, 1939: — 

(jt) flai BahaVlur Keshab (Jhandra Baneitjee 

(2) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(3) Alhoj Khan Bahadur Sheikli Muhaminad Jan. 

(4) M^lslana Muhammad <*Akram Khan 
(B)^ Mr; H. P. Poddar. 

Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. ^ 

(7);Bai Bah^.d^a^ Satish Cikandra Mukherjee. 


B. O. PfM»-l«0e:39-12I78A-75O. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLAtiVE CQUiiciL DEBATE 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Ijegislative • 
, Building, Calcutta, on fihifrsday^ the 9th Febniaiy, 1939, at 3-30 p.m. 
beihg the second day of the February-March Serfsjpn, pursuant to 
section 6? («-)»of the Governjnent of India Act, 1936. 

Mr. President^ (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandea Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AMD ANSWERS 

« • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: will now *taT»e up the qile8tio;j8 of the 8th 

Febniarv’, from where we stopped yesterday. ^ 

Road Devefopment. 

• 

9. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Tloirble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state what is the total balance of money received by the Government 
oi Bengal from the Central Koad Development Fund a^id the sum 
remaining unspenl — when this questiim is ans.we/’ed?» 

(h) "What is the total unspent balance of monej"* sanctioned by ihe 
Bengal *110 ve^\jnenc* out of its own resources. f(/r road work? 

(c) Was a Special Officer appointed by the Government for prepara- 
tion and expansion of road progi’amme for Bengill? Tf so, what is his 
name and pay a.nd .when, was he appointed? 

(d) Is the Special Officer, apjwinted, a non-Bengali)^ If so, why 
was not a competent Beijgali, interested in the poaJ (levelopmeat of 
his own^ Ib’ovince, appointed? 

(e) Is Ggvemment aware that there are three very roads, 

vii.— ' 

(i) OopiillR-Compjftiyganj Koad, 

(ii) Dompanyganj-Nabinagar •Road and 

(Hi) Brahmanbaria-Chunta Koad, 

which pass through the iirt^rior of the ’district of Tippera where there 
is no railway and are very extensively used^ by the public? 

(f) it not a fact that«th^se nre^katcjia Toads is Government 
awa^e that they urgently require dfevelbpmeiit in the shape of nietalle(l 
pitched roads for speedy transit ;md traffic and for exiiarision of internal 
tiade and eommerce* of the district? 
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(g) Is Government* aware that in the. ComillprCompanyganj aau 
Brahmanbaria-Chunta Itostes, there are no spill areas requiring con- 
struction o:^ bridges? 

(h) Does the Government propose tp include those roiids in their 

schemes of road development in Bengal and v&riy^ those scheipes into 
execution in thertiear future? ^ 

(i) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased fo §tj^te the grourdS 
of refusal fpr improving them? 

, (;) Since,, the inauguration of provincial autonomy how many 

schemes of roud development were undertaken and actually executed? 
What has betm the total amo-unt,, of money, spent therefor? Of the 
8UDV.'^«^-ipent, how much was devoted to West Bengal and how much to 
East Bengal? i 

(k) (i) Since the inauguration of the new constitution, how many 
new schemes of road works and in what districts were taken in hand 
and in how many cases the works were started but not yet finished? 

(it) What is the total estimated amount for the same? 

(Hi) Within how many years are these works likely to be finished: 

(l) Is there any si>ecial organisation to make better and rapid jn-o- 
gress with the road works? Will the llon’lde Minister be pleased to 
give an idea ‘of that organisation, if any such exists? 

'< . r. 

(^it) Whiit aiVangements haye l>een made with the Government of 
India to exjKjdite sanction of schemes for road works? 


MINISTER in cherge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar): For reasons wliicli I tliink the House will not call on me 

to elalcoiate it is not possible for me to give figures of receipts and 
expenditure up to to-day. The total amount 'received from the Govern- 
ment of IiT.^m' up to the end of the year 1937-d8 was Rs. 1,07,61,488 
against ’^ich we sjient lls. 75,23,276 up to the 31st March last. From 
then until tlie 31st December, 1938, the 'expenditure.^ was about Rs.‘ 8 
iakhs so that tlie balance wai about Rs. 24 lakhs'. In addition, we expect 
do get from Mie CeutiTi Government about Rs. 15,85,000 which they 
withheld froiir us at the time of the last distribution. 

(6) The Rrovince is not at preseut siieiiding money from Provincial 
Revenues on any original road work but maintenance costing about 
Rs. 18 J lakhs annually is being done.* 

(c) Mr: A. J. King was appointed in, 19*34 to consider a comprehen- 
ijive scheme and prepare a report ok a road development programme 
for the Province. His pay was what he would have drawn if he had 
been employed on normal diW in the department. 
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Jbi April, 1938, -Ml** J. A. Stein, Sui^eriiitending ^Engineer,* was 
appointed to expeite the ^oad Fu^d works.*. His jwy is Its. ‘J,150 
which is his pay as a Superintending Engineer, 

(d) Both, these* Otffic^’s are non-Bengalis. They wer# appointed 
because they were considered to be the most suitable officers available. ‘ 

^(e) Yes. 


(/) Go^^'niment do not /‘oiisider that the three roads fnentioned call 
?0T deveropmebt more urgently *thnn many other roads in the Province. 

(g) The queatibn hf>s* not yet been considered as there is no pi‘(qx>sal 

at present to improve these roads. , ^ . . • 

(h) Of the ' three xoads ineutioned the first is not includtMl in 
Mr. King’s comprehensive inogramme. ^The other two are included. 

(i) There are many other claims ii^ the Province.^ The second road 
mentioned by the hon’bfc member, which tus l)een classified by Mr. King 
as a trunk load, and also the third road will lie considered along wilh 
other 4 >rojects in due course. 

(?) (^*) (0 (//) Since the inauguration of the new constitution no 

hew schemes have been undertaken and executed. Eight schemes have 
been sanctioned, the estimated cost of these being Its. 39,64,1120. Of 
this figure, Ils. 29,82,000 is for Eastern Bengal, Its. 9,63,500 for 
Western Bengal and Its. 18,620 for Northern Bengal. 


(A*) (Hi) Thre^to four years. 

(?) There is no special organisation, but as* afready stfited there is 
a s{>ecial o|5ccr iij headquarters; and the staffs of Sui)erintending 
Engineers ha? j •been strengthened by a feW additional estimatoi;s- ’ 

(m) No anangements have been imide anij none are considered 
necessary. 


Aracan 4)oa(l Deveiopmant Scherha. 

10. Mr: NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ hie Minister in chaj-ge 
of* the Obmmunieatrons and Works Department be -pleased to »^ate if 
a scheme k^own as tlife Aracan Road Dlv^elopnjent Scheme fo.r the 
improvement of the ‘Aracan Road of Chittagonjg was sanctioned abouf 

10 years ago and a’sum of Rs. 5 lakhs w^as allotted for the same? 

• • • 

(h) If so, why the scheme has not-baen carried out so long and why 

the money allotted was^allowed to lapse? 

• 

(c) Is the Government ^ aware that the ^om-impMov,emenl of the 
Aracan’ Road is causing greaf hardshij) to ,th’e peojtle of Chittagong? 
Does the Hon’ble Minister conce»^ed propose to get the^ork completei 
at an early date? 
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The Hon’blt Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANHY, of CossimlAiear: 

(a) and {h) In 1930 tlie IJrovincial Board of Commimication^ and' fhe 
Government of India appiDved of a proiK>«;il 1o improve the bridging 
on the*Arican Road at an estimated cost of Ks. 5, lak^s, later on 
objections were raised and it was not until 1936 that a decision was 
arrived at, as to which bridges should ])e cons^rncied 4)r reconsit^ucted. < 
There has beep id kipse of funds. 

(c) 1 am awaie of the disadvantages lint 1 aiu gla<l fo'say tksft 
the work is now in progress. The luidges n{)w umljer construction or 
yeconstriudnpi will bo compleied in the nexi few months. Further 
minor bridges« will then b^ reconstructed until the expenditure reaches 
the sanctioned figure of Rs. 5 lakhsj. 


# 

Forasters and Forest Guards dismissed by divisional Forest Officer 

of Chittagong. 

11. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the IJon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Forest and Excise Dejiartmenl be pleased to state whart is the 
total number of Foresters and Forest Guards dismissed and discharged 
or degraded by the present Divisional h'orest Otiicer, Mr. N. Pal of 
Chittagong? 

(h) .Of til's, how many are Moslems and how many non-Moslems? 

(c) Wha'i is tlieVuinber of ''appointments mnde by him in clerical 
and executive iK)sts? 

(d) Of this, iipw' many are Moslems and how many non-Moslems? 

(e) Is it a fact thnt the rate of royalties* for forest produce has 
been doubled and trebled at his suggestion in Chittagong? 

(/) Do the (foverninent projmse to redm*e the present laies to give 
relief k) the poor' people? If not, why uQt? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST •and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a) to <C/) A state- 
mentor l^iid on the table. 

(e) No. 

. (/) Government are satisfied that' the existing, rates are economic 
and compare favourably with the rates levied by private owners of 
forests. They do not propose to reduce them. 




A .B. The alt>ve figures included both substantiye appo'intments and officiating appointments in leave vacanci^ 
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Keforestation of Rampur Ri^haw Reserve. 

12.0 Mr. NUR AHM60: (a) Will th^ Hon’ble Minist^t in charge 
of the Fofest and Excise Department he pleased * to# stat^ if a recom- 
mendation for the (Reforestation of the Rampur Ringbhsiw Reserve of 
the Cox’s Bazar subdivision and for the development of the/same on 
the line of Bad^'khali Co-operative Colonization Sche^.e has i)een 
sent to Government for the benefit of the unemployed land^^s 
cultivators ? 

(h) If sp, has thie Government accepted the recommendation, and 
if not, why not? 

r 

(c) Is it a fact that the defr restation of the Reserve and the 
development of the same on the line of the Badarkhali Colonization 
Scheme are expected to brii^'g miore revenue to Government ? 

(d) If so, why is the Government delaying in giving effect to this 
recommendation of the local officials? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; (a) Yes 

(h) It is under the consideration of Goveinment. 

(c) This is being examined. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Unacii andf Ayurvedic systems of medicino. 

* 13. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Public Health and Medical Department be pleased to state what 
steps the Government has taken up to this date td encourage and 
support the Unani and the Ajmrvedic systems in Bengal? 

(b) Do the '’G()vernment propose to encourage these indigenous 
systems in every possible way? 

(c) Do^he Government contemjdate to organise a separate depart- 
ment of indigenous system of medicine to control all indigenous 
hospitals, dispensaries and^ pharmacies in Bengal? If not, why not? 

(d) l>o the Government propose to establish a Central XJnani and 
Ayurvedic Bpard to serve as an Advisory Board and to establish a 
system of compulsory registration of all qualified. and vaidya^? 

(e) Do the Government propose to open more Unani hospitals in 
rural and urban areas? 

if) Do the government propose to start a Unani Laboratory to do 
research work connected with tjiis system of treatment and to institute 
some scholarsil^ps of sufficient valu6 for men and women to undergo 
a special course of training in **^he Hikamat at suitable centres? 
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||UNI8TER in charge of the PUBLIQ HEALTH yid MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Mr. T^mizuddin fChan) : (a) and {h) A 

General Council of State Faculty of Ayur/edic Medicine ling been 
established vitli u tiew to*reg:ulari8ing practice and teachtnp^ 3 nd to 
the furtherance of the system of treatment. *A similar General Council 
and Eeciflty is proposed^ to " be established (pr tbe Friani system of 

treat meiif) 

(c) Nq proposal is* under consideration at present. 

{(1) No. The State Faculties in the Ayurvedic and Unani systems- 
of treatment will exern’se the necessary control and \^ill re^^ister^ 
qualified vaidym and hakims. 

(c) There is no such ’proposal un4er consideration. 

(/) No.. All matlers confeiniiig: the Vestoration and deveiojnnent 
of the Ayurvedic and Unani systems of iwdicine will* be considered by 
Government after the General (Vmncil and |^\icnlty rep-aidinp’ these 
systems have l>een in ‘full workinp* for some time. 


The Bengal Water-Hyacinth Act, 1936. 

14. Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (o) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charp*e of the Af?riculture Departnient kindly 
state whether he is aware that in the^ Beng^al* Watei^IIyQcinth Act, 
1936, there is *00 provision — 

(?) for cleafl-ance of water-hyacinth from’ larp’e hih and khala by 
requisitioniiif^^ foH'ed lal>our from the villapers; 

(u) for assessment and recovery of cost of fenc(*s, harriers, storafjfe 
ponds' considered necessary for checking* movement of 
water-hyacinth; and 

{Hi) for summary puniidinient by Union Benche/for jion-cbmpliance 
• with requisitions ? 

\h'j Is; he aware lhat the ^ater-hyacinth is causing havoc. in .Fast 
Beng'al and the Act #01 1936 requires* Mrastic amendments to 

make it dnore usefulf 

(c) Does he propose to introduce in the near future an Amending 
Act for effectively checking the ravages of water-Tiyacinth ? 

MINISTER in charge of ihf AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. ShamsudcNn Ahnietf)J (a) Asj-egards (?) and 
(m), thef idea of forced labour ^oes no^corfiiijend itself to Government 
nor would they agree to empowering Union Benches to enforce com- 
pliance with requisitions. * 
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As regards (n), the question of making provision in the A^ for 
^his purpose is being *ex 8 ^ned.# 

( 6 j I ]^*&ware of t^ havoc caused in East j^engal and elsewhere 
by water-hyacinth. The question implies that the drastic amendment 
of .the Act would provide a remedy for the ivesent situation. ^This I 
do not btdieve* think that the real solution of the probjj^ li^ iif 
•convincing fhe people that by concerted voluntary actioi^hey can and 
must rid themselves of this pest. Attempts to eradicate^ater-hyacisffh 
from, and khals by organised voluntary labour# have been success- 
» ful in a number of places and there is no reason why similar action 
should not Ife successful elsewhere. ^ Government are taking action in 
this matter and an All-Bengak Water-Hylicinth Week is being 
organised this year during* which intensive efforts for simultaneous 
action on a voluntary orgaqfec^l basis in all districts of the Province 
will be made. • 

(c) Except in so far as the matter referred to in (a) (it) is con- 
•cerned, no amendment of the Act is contemplated. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It is true 
that voluntary methods have been successful in particular areas, but 
18 the Iloii’ble Minister aware that it is only in areas where particular 
officers have taken a special interest that they have been successful? 


Th« Hon’ble >«r. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: . May V. ^>11! all Ihe 

same the questioji voluntary effort remains, and 1 . do not tliink that 
it can be successful but for voluntary effort. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: But what 
will happen in^ai'eas where there are no officers who take a particular 
interest in this matter? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr^ 8HAM8UDDIN A^MED: Government if^ nojt in 
i poSttion to say what the^ state of affairs would be there. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Will 
Oovernment take any steps to see that something is dotie in those areas 
also? 

The Hon’bte^Mr. 8HAM8gDDIN A^MED; As I have already 
etated, Government are organising a Water-hyacinth Week and after 
seeing the results of that experiment. Government will consider if it 
is necessary to intake other eftoiis or take other steps. 
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K«i«n Bahadur 8AIYEQ MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: With 
regard to the reply to elause (r) of ifie question it is said tliat an. 
amendment of the Aet is r(]^item})lated : wilf Jhe Hon’We Mkiister 
kindly state when this BilUis likely to he pivseirled* f o tnis Hifbse? 

% * • ■ • 

Theikl^le Mr. SH/tMSUDDIN AHMED: As ,«oou as . thtx.Btk 

is^rafted aij^eady, we will present it before this Ifo^se.. 

Mr. RANAJIT -PAL -CHOUDHURY: Is th e. 1 1 on ’hie* Minister 
aware that voluntary labour is not always available in villq'ges whieh • 
are dej)Opulated in many cases!-* 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN Ak’MED ! W(‘ll, I am aware 
that voluntary labour is available everywhere, if men are ready to 
oriraiiisp it on proper Hues. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUOHURY: I said il men are not avail- 
able in s^ifficient numbers. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the 11 on'ble Minister })l('as(‘ state 
in what way (Toverinmmt piopose to organise voluntary labour foi* this 
pur|TOse ? 

The Hon’bift Mr. SAAMSUDDIN AHMED: Voluntnrv labour is 
voluntai> labou]', aild (iovernment are thinking of the manner -jn 
which voluntary liibour.will come forward t.o assist^ in# this matt(*r.* * 

% 

.Mr. HUMAYUN . KABIR ; Are we to understand from the last 
answer of the Jlou’ble Minister with reference to organization that 
the words “voluntary labour” are redundant in this ahsvCeri' 

The rfon’ble Mr. SHAMSUODIN AHMED: 1 do not undtrstaud 
why^ it .is to be understood as redundant. 

Mr. HyMjfVYUN KABIR; Are we furtiier tft undeistand that ^ 
Government have as...eet no plans •according to which organisation of 
voluntary labour in oiider to eradicate water-hyacinth may be carried 
out ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDmN AHMED.; The hon’ble member 
perhaps did not hear me. I* have already ^statied that Government is 
going to organise a water-hyacinth week^wben* Government schools and , 
colleges will have to be closed, jind everybody including' the hon’ble 
member will have to*work. “ 
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Mr. HUIfAYUN KABIR: Is this mattei of a new amending Bill 
a State secret that the lines of the Bill cannot he revealed to the House 
with(jut detriment to th\ public interest? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN A^MED:’Well, nothing is 
secret. Where is ?he secrecy fibont it? The Bill will corne in due 
couf'se. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: In view of tne answer f^iveu 
by Government that all hon’hle members will have to work, are we 
to. underatknd that voluntary labour will take the shape of compulsion 
in this case? 

* The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Moral compul- 

• *'1 
Sion. 


Paddy and Jute Committees, 

15. Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether in 
respect of the following rommittees appointed by the Government., any 
provision has been made for getting interim reports as to the progress 
of the work done by such Committees : — 

{%) the Committee apjiointed to investigate into the problem of 
improving the price of paddy and rice affecting the Pro- 
vince and to make recommendations in the matter; and 
(n) the Committee appointed to investigate into the jute problem 
as affecting this Province? 

(b) Has* any interim report been made by any of the Committees? 

(c) Do the Government intend to give publicity to such interim 
reports, if any, submitted to Government? 

J^d) Have any steps been taken by the Government to keep them- 
selves and the public infcrined of the progress and the nature of work 
done by those Committees? 

A. . 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: {a) No ad interim 
reports were asked for but I am keeping myself informed of the pro- 
gress that the two Committees are making. 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. 

(d) A8 stated in answ,er lo^clause {h) of the question, I aiti keeping 
i^yself informed of the progress made and work done by the Com- 
mittees but I do not consid<ar.it necessary to take any special steps for 
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keeping the public informed of the sam^. The tot^s and investigations, 

of these Committees are being publicly done find information relating 
to them is being pjibKshed^ in the usual course, in the news/lapers. 

Mn^KAMINI KUMAJl DUTTA: Will .the’ Hon’ble Minister 

rs^arc authorised 

The Hon’ble Mi'. 8UAM8UDDIN AHMED: Except Government 
Communiques and Notes piiblislied under the authority of G&j^ernment, 
no reports are authoritative. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUtTA: WilJi'tlie l]oir\)le Minister please 
state whether that applie.^to reports being T|niblished in the newspapers 
of investigations made by Government officers i)i to ordinal y reports 
in the newspapers? 

The Hpn’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED: So far as this question 
is concerned, that is, ad mternn rejiorts, 1 have already stated that no 
ad inUrivi leports have been asked for, but Government liave only 
asked that the wliole thing sliould be expedited, and })ossibly the 
report would be in the liands of the Government very soon. • 

Mr. KAMI Ni KUM*AR DUTTA: Will the Ikm ble' Minister 
please enlighten us a^ to what is the method .of- his keeping himself, 
informed? Is it l)y receiving any report in writing? • 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 am getting into 
touch with the Secretaries and the Cliairinen of the Committees and 
receiving information from them. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is til ere any .Emd- limit 
fixed^ the notification hy ^whicli tJie CVnumittee is appointed foi* 
submitting a report? * 

The Hofl’blo Mr. 8MAM8UDDIII AHMED: Time>limit has not been 
fixed, but these •Committees have been asked to eijpedite the matter 
and finish as soon as possible. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: Are the^ bound to 
expedite or can they continue ktiiemy ambunbof lime.^ • ' ’ 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. 8HAM8U0DIN AUM|^D: They cannot, you can 
take it from me. 


please stuiR^jf the reports published in the newspaj*,? 
bj^overnma&S? 
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Mr. HAMlDUL-HUQ CHOWDHURYc Why you say they cannot ? 
’What ie tbera-tp i»reirenl|themf 

Thef Hoil’bl0 Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED; Government will mot 
allow them to continue for long. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKEPJI: Do I undep^nd from^he 
Minister’s reply that for any information that is being published in the 
usual course in ‘ the newspapers, the ‘ “ ^Government, undertake 
responsibilil^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDiN AHMED: The usual course does 
not mean that Government would take responsibility with regard to 
every matter that is published. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: As a part of his reply the 
Hon’lile Minister has said that information relating to these Committees 
is being published in the usual course in the newspapers, im I not 
entitled to infer that Government take full responsibility for what is 
publishetl in the newspapers with regard to this subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: If any information is 
published uiufer the * authority of Government or any officer who is 
authorised by the department, then certainly Government would take 
the responsibility for the same. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Why should this sentence 
appear in the Government’s official reply to this question? You 
cannot have both ways at the same time. 

(No reply.) 


Externment order on Sj. Jogee Chandra Chatterjea. 

t5(A). Mr. LALIT OHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(a) whether it is a fact that Sreejut oOg^s Chandra Chatterjea, an 
ex-Kakori c^e prisoner, petitioned the Government of 
Bengal to return to Bengal to see his ailing mother at his 
home in the Daccr district'; 

(h) whether it is a fact that his mother is lying seriously ill and is 
not expected to survive; 
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(x?) whetner Sreejut Sar£tt Chandra Bose, Leader of fhe Opposition 
in the Assemhly, also requeSted grant 

the aforeiuentiontM Joges Bahu to eutei' B|‘ng41 and 

see his filing rfother; 

• t 

(d) jJWiether Sreejut Joges Chatterjea’s peliiion Iws been- irran ted, 

i^^aot, why not; 

(e) what are tlje groiinds wliich have led the Bengal Ooverninent 

to prevent his return to Bengal ; and 

(/) whether (jovernnu^ut will /is a measure of experiment try and 
see how his (eToges -Cliatterjea's^ return to Bengal atfeet its. 
peace and tranquillity; if md, yrliy notP 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Khwajd Sir.Nazimuddin): {n) to (/) I* reeeived eopy of a telegram 
sent to Mr. Bose, who forwarder! it to me with a request that permission 
should bd granted. For reasons ^hicdi were communicated to Mr. Bose, 
I had regretfully to refuse his re<(uest. On grounds of public safety, 
Government are not prepared to reconsider the matter. 

• 

Mrt LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On the ground that public Safety 
was not in danger by thd release of d,000 (letenus and eonvietell jvolilieul 
prisone'i*s^ and on the* further ground that there is an army of j)oli.c,e 
officers under th^ •Government, will the Governra^^it try it as .a-ii 
experiment by releasing one single individual, Jogeis Chandra Chatterjea 
and allowing him to return to Bengal just to see how it affects the 
peace and tranquillity of this province 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8if NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, eiglii months ago 
this individual, when he wifs granted premature release, seift q t(‘Jegram 
that his mother was dying. On compassionate grounds this Govern^ 
ment raised no objection to lifs visit to this province, as so iar.hia 
conduct indiei^ted that he Recognized the consifi(fration shown to him and 
wished to •devote himself to his mpther. But life* took the ^first oppor- 
tunity to leave her And his conduct, became so objectionable that 
Government had* to exfern him from the province. • 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDMURY: WM’ were the objection- 
able reasons for which he waa extern ed? 

The Hon’Ma Kbii(aja Sir NAZIMILDDJN: I am not prepared io 
disclose them. 
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^Political prisoners. 

IS. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will tba Hon^ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to place a list of the 
poiifical prisoners now stiff ering from various ailments in diffcFrent jails 
in Bengal or the table of the House ? 

(b) Do ibe (Government propose fo show special consideratioirto 
eucb prisoners? If so, what are those? 

The Hm’ole Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) If the hon'ble member 
refers to persons convicted of '^'ftences cornected with the terrorist 
movement, there are ai jiresent *17 such* convicts. I am not, however, 
prepared to publish their naifte?. 

(h) The policy of (Government was announced in trie Communique 
of the 25th September last and is being followed. 


The reifistatement of pension to Babu Uma Charan Choudhury. 

17. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if the Govern- 
ment ‘.intends to reconsider the case of Babu Uma (Jharan Choudhury, of 
village Ibraliimpur, Tippera, • father of Miss Kunity Choudhury, who 
was (uuivicted in connection with the murder of tlie hvte Mr. Stevens 
j(!Magistrate, Tippgra), in resiiect of the reinstatement of pension to 
him? 

(h) Does the Government propose to review the matter of allowing, 
'fiome pension to him ? If not, why not ? 

the Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(h) No. Babu Ulna Charan Choudhury was aware of his daughter’s 
tendencies xind did not check them. 


<• 

Lmtflws rural population. 

» ' 

IS. Mr. KAMI,NI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Deimrtment be ideased to state the percentage 
of the rural population in Bengal which is absolutely landless having 
no land for cultivation? 

(b) Is the percentage of such k.udless class gradually on the 
increase ? 

(c) Has the Government,, any scheme for providing land to this class 

’Of p^pleP ' ' 
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(d) Does the Government^ intend to incorporate any scjieme for allot- 
ing tend to this class of landless peopl^ in the Land Law and Tenancy 
Ij&w of the country? ^ 

^ (c) Does the GLovernm<*nt propose to remedy this slate of^attuiivs ? 

• minister in chargo Of the REVENUE* DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hM Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) No ii])>4o>date acriirate 
statistics available. But some idea of Ibis ])opulaiioii can be had 
from the Imperial Tal)le X at pages 70-71 ot Pari II, Tables, Volume 
V of the last Census. ** * 

(h) Till the next census figures are availabb*, up such geheralisation 
can be made. ^ 

(c) to (e) Buies 25 aiid ^tpof iho*Wa.‘^te liands Manual, lOdO, and 
rules 82 and 88 of the Crown Kslaiet# Itjamial, show the prin- 

ciples followed by Gov^nmient in settling* Uias lands. Whenever 
^>ossible, settlement is made with people who tvill cultivate tin* lamls 
tbemsMves.^ (lovernment have no schelne tor juoviding* land tor land- 
less labourers because all available land is already in <)ccu]>atioM. 

Thei% is nothing* wrong* in jmving* a class of landless labourers. 
Sueh a class is, in fa(d, as essential in an agricultural (‘ountry as it is 
iu an industrial one. The census tigures ot J081 show that out of a 
total male rural iH)pulation of 28,7I0,lfil only 2,241,808, or less than 
10 p(u* cent., were male of agricultural labourers who depe^ided pn this 
class of work as Ibeir primapal occupa^tion. (][i)VQl*nn)^nt d() not Con- 
sider that tbii* figiire IS excessive or i-alls for any action on the }»art 
of Government. TRe projxirtion of such agricultural labourers to the 
total rural population Bengal is less than 5 p»*i^con’1. • ' 


Report of the Tenancy Committees* 

19. ,Mr. KAMINI Ki|MAR DUTTA: (a) Will the IlqiiTde Minister 
in charge of the Rt'veiuie Department be pleased to slate *wli‘etber in 
respect of* the following Committees appointed by the Government any 
provision has been made^for getting interim reports as to Gie progress 
of the wqyk (lone by the Committees — 

* . # . • . . . 

(i) the Committee apix)inted to iavestigate into the rights of tenants 

of non-agficultural lands in the Province and to ’ make 

re(‘ommendation8. as to wliut can be done to prote(‘t the 

tenants from eviction at the will of >tbe landlords ; and 

• 

(n) the Committee appointed to enquire 'into the incidence of rent 
* in the Province aiftl also *^ntd the existing law* regarding 
reduction of the rent and to. make recommendations in the? 
matter f . 


2 
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«» 

(b) Has ai?y interim report been made^ by any of the said ’ Com- 
mittees ? 

(c) Do the (lovernmint intend to gi'^e publicity to the interim 

reports, ii any, received by them ? * 

. (d) Have any steps been taken by the Government to keep them- 
selves and the public informed of the progress and the nature of work 
done by those tJommittees ? 

The Hon’ble Ur BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY; (a) G 

are furnished with copies of all important proceedings of the two 
Committees.** 

(6) No. 

(c) Does not arise, 

. '' c 

(d) (i) Vide answer to (a) above. , 

(ii) It is not the piractice to issue press statements regarding the 
progress of the work of Committees and Government see no reason to 
depart from the ordinary procedure of issuing a statement when a Com- 
mittee has finished its lalwur and submitted its report. 


The National Planning Committee. 

20. Mf. KAMINTKUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’lde Minister 
in charge of the Industries Department he pleased to state whether the 
Provincial GovernnAent of Bengal is fiarticipating m the work of the 
National Planning Committee? 

(h) Has the Government of Bengal sent its replies to the Question- 
naire published by the National Planning Committee? 

Are the Government aware of the public feeling in Bengal that 
the industrial structure of the Province should be a balanced one in 
regard to the variety of industries and also iir respect of the dietribution 
of industries between the different Provinces? If so, have the Govern- 
ment taken any step to safeguard the interest of Bengal in this respect? 

{d) Did the Governmelit ever consider the ([uestion of the regional 
distribution of industiies in the future All-India National Planning of 
Industries with a view to fix BengaPs share in such a planning? Are 
the Government collecting materials to substantiate the claim of 
Bengal? What scheme, if any; have the Government drawn up in 
respect of this matter? 

MINISTBR m charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahaduff of Dacca): (a) This 
Government was asked to co-operate with the PlatPning Committee set 
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up by* the Indian National G^ongress and to make^hnancM contribution, 
towards its expenses but in the absence of a^y precise information al 
to the nature of th^ co-optration expected^ or the anroiiijjt df the 
hi^ancial liability* involve!d Government could arrive at no decision. 
The iijfonnation require^ is being asked for and* the matter will be 
iurther considered on its •receipt. 

. No. » 

(c) No. Goveniinent have set up an Industrial Survey Committee 

to advise them in regan^ *10 the balanced development of industries in 
Bengal. ^ % . • 

(d) The meaning, of. this question is not clear but • Government 
reserve to themselves the right, to develop, provincial industries in the 

manner that appears to them to be in th^ J>est interests of the Province. 

• • 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will tiSe Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased* to state if tlie Government has received the questionnaire 

issued by the National Planning Committee? 

• 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

Yes. 

Mr. KAMINI JCUMAR DUTTA: Will llou’^jle Minisfer be 

iileased to slate it aii,v.rei)ly has been sent to this (loestioiiiPaii'e? 

The Hon’ble Nawati Khwaja HABIBULLAH Balu^dur, of Dacca: 

No. 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Is the llon’ble Minister 
aware that several Provincial Governments have, on kh^- basis c^f the 
information supplied by the. framers of tliis scherme, ^ abeady taken 
steps towards offering the 'fullest co-operation with the projects^ of this 
Committee? • 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur^ of Dacca: 

They may* hate. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: If so many Provincial Gov- 
ernments have been taking fiteps on the basis of the information already 
supplied, should not this Government also fall^in line with those other 
Provincial governments ? 

' • ’ • 

Th, Hon’We Nawab Khwaja. HABIBULLAH ‘Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Not necessarily. 
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The Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We never follow others, 

we lead. 

% 

Dr. RADHA KUMUO MOOKERJI: In view of the leadership 
that is expected ftom the Bengal Government in regard to the 
national planning of industries, will this Council be privileged ^to have 
some further* fight throw*n on the subject as regards the lead that 
is being taken in this matter? 

The Hcn’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaoca: 

I would request the lion’ble member on the otlier side to compare the 
two questionnaires and decide whose questn'ilnaire is better. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: We have already considered 
these. Tiie queslionnaire issued by tlie Be^igal Government is con- 
fined rather too mucli 'within the boundaries of this province, whereas 
in the other* questionnaire isslied there is a very important (Question 
raised as to how far Bengal as a jiroviiue can take its legitimate share 
in the industrial development scliemes affecting the whole of India. 
This aspect of the ])roblem is important particularly when Bengal is 
already lagging behind in some of tliese industries. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Argument is not a (|Ucstioii. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir*, am I supposed to answer this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may or may not 


Re-excavation of the Dhu>ang Khal. 

^ 21. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state if 
the attention of the GoY^rnment has been drawn to the necessity and 
urgency for the re-eiicavation of tl^e khal known as Dhurang Khal in 
the district ‘of Chittagong? 

(h) If so, what steps have the Government taken up to present time 
to get it excavated at an early date? 

(c) Is it a fact that the local officials have already submitted their 
strong recommepdations foy the early j;e-pxcavation of this khal? 

(d) Is it a fact that a scheme for the re-excavation of this khal has 
already been prepared by Odvernment, and if so^ when is the work of 
the re-excavation of the khdi expected to be taken up by Oovemmentf 
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(•) Is it a fact that very Recently an enquiry was made from the local 
people as to whether they would voliyitarily help the Government if 
the work of re-excavation and that the neonSt dadlv aureed j-nndnr 
such co-operatioft J * 

(/),Are the Government aware ihat the delay iiw the re-excavation of 
this I-Aoi is causing yearly loss and suffering to local, people? 

If S0| are the Government going to sanction th^ soheme for its 
re^xcavation very soon, and if not, why not? 

* •• • 

The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Qossimbazar: 

(a) Yes. . . , • 

(h) Necessary eiiquirK^ ^yere made and I am advised that the 
re-excavation of the canal is not feasible 'at a reasonable cost. 

(c) No. 

(d) Only a roiio-h estimate was pnqiared anfl the cost was fcnind to 
be out^if jirojiortioii to any benefit likely#to be derived from the proposed 
work. • 

• (e) Not so tar as I am aware. 

(J) Some people mi^ht bt‘ liem'fited by the re-exeavation but, as I 
have stated, the ben(‘fit would be small in comparison with the cost to 
the taxpayer. 

(fj) No, for thy reasons stated in the reidy to (b). 


Flood in Bengal. 

22. Mr. NUR AHMEDs (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charj^e 
of the Communif^atibns and Works Department be pleased to state Die 
causes of recurring floods in Bengal? 

(b) Have the Government enquired into the causes of ilie rer.ent 

widespread flood in Bengal? Ti so, what are the • causes* oi* the same in 
the opinion ^f the Ciovernment? . • * 

(c) ’ If -not, do tlm (xovernnfent propose to enquire into the causps of 
the recent u;idespread flfiods and to take luch remedial measures to 
prevent sdeh ’recurrence in future^ as the exjierti may sugfeest? 

(d) Is it a fyet tliaj the railway bridges, specially the flardin^c and 
the Bhairab Bridges, and similar other bridges are the contrifmtory 
causes to the recent aijd .yearly floods ’in Bengal? If so, have the 
Government taken any steps in tljis matter to remove this cause? 

The'Hon’ble Maharaja 8*R^)BCHAN<0RA JIANOV, of Cossimbazart^ 

(a) and (b) Government have made preliminary •inquiries and are of 

opinion that in addition to heavy raiiffall in the catchment basins and 

• • 
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the melting of ^ snow in the mountains there, are other causes such as the 
natural rise of the spill area, deterioration of spill channels, cutting 
off of river spill by means l»f embankments, etc., and exteuvsive deforesta- 
tion in the catchment area. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) It does not appear that the Ilardinge Bridge has mWerially 
contributed to tlie recent high floods in the Ganges. Therei are bridges 
across the Bhairab witli inadequaie span and the District Board of 
Jessore have agreed to take necessary actioi: ,,in connection with the 

, scheme fortthe resuscitation of tlie Bhairab river which has recently 
been started.' 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR\i Will the IlonMde Minister be pleased to 
state if the Government propAs^' to follow up the preliminary enquiries 
made ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossinfibazar: 

Certainly. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any definite plan of action has been adopted by the Govern- 
ment for the purpose? 

The Hon’bic Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, I believe tlie, hon’ble member is aware that it is pot possible to 
settle any definite plan of action so sexm after the flood and, without 
collecting the data which are necessiiry before, arriving at a decision 
in this respect. 


Burrowpits in the distriot of Murshidabad. 

t 

23. Rai Bahadur 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Has the 

attention of the HonHile Minister in charge of the Communications and 
T^orks Department been drawn to the fadt that the. burrowpits. on either 
aide of the East Indian an 4 Eastern Bengal Ibailways in the district of 
Murshidahad are eon>{erted into stagnant pools of water dsuing the 
rains which furnish convenient breeding grounds for mosquitoes during 
that season to the detriment of health of such localities and also to the 
fact that in some places where the jiits have been cut for test works 
they are more deep and are as bad for health as fhe Railway burrowpits? 

(b) If so, w}iat steps^liave been taken by the Government to check 
this evilP*^ 

(c) If no steps have yet been taken, will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to move the Railway authorities, the District Magistrate, fuxd 
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the District Boards either to fill them up or connect such pits for drain- 
ing out their water towards lowlands <fr niara^hes*or to the rivers and* 
canals or to convert in* the forms of tanks' for rearing j>redatory 

fisV 

* WHon’ble Maharaja*8RISCHANDRA NANDY,.of Cossimlii^r: 

% (o) On receiving notice of this question I called for a import from the 
District Magistrate and have* been informed by liim that the facts are 
generally as stated. exct^j tliat most of the pits for test \vorks are 
shallow. 

(h) and (c) The hon’hle member’s suggestion will Veceive my 
consideration. 


Howrah Bridge. 

24. •Ral Bahadur MANMATHA NATH BOSE (on behalf of Raja 
Bhupendra flarayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur): (<^0 Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Oommunicutions and Works Depart- 
ment he pleased to state if it is a fact tluit the Ilow^mh Bridge is opened 
now-a-days usually in the morning between 5 to 8 a.m. ? 

(h) Is it a fact that most of the important trains of the East Indian 
Railway and the Buigal-Nugpur Railway arrive during that period? 

(c) Is it a fact that .previously the bridge usually opened at or after 
midnight and ^as dosed before sunrise? Are the (jV)vernment aware 
of the inhonvenieuces of the incoming passengers, pud if so, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be plea*sed to- take iieeessary' steps to see that the hrif\ge 
is closed before 5 a.m.? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbaiar: 

(a) I am informed that it is not a fact. 

(h) A large number of^ important trains arrive l)(‘tW(uui the hours 

mentioned. . , . • 

% • 

(c) My- information is that'* there has heeji no change of praeticcf, 
the exact times of opening being dependent ^)U the tides. I thereJore 
do not projj^ose to take- the action suggested by nmhftnouraWe friend. 


Reduction of the cftst of Civil and Crimii{al litigation. 

25. (df. NUR AHMED Will the Mplst^^r iu charge 

of the Judicial and I./egislative Departm^hit- he* pleased to state if he has 
taken any substantial step to reduce the cost of litigation, l>bth Civil and 
Criminal, and to arrange for cheaj) and eatj; justice fcr poor people? 
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(h) If not, ' has hcj got any sclieine or plan for tlie same? lUnot, 
trhat is the cause of the s^me? ^ 

(<?) Hai the attention of the Hon’ble' Mini.jter concerned been 
drawn to the system of travelling Magistrate who with some constables 
travel from village to village and hear complaints of the people and 
decide the same then and ihere as recently introduced by the Premier of 
the Punjab? a 

(d) If so, is the Hon^ble Minister considering the desirability of 
introducing similar system in Bengal? If not, ^ why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
department (the Hor’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossainp Khan 
Bahadur): (a) and (b) No: ^Government have had no occasion so far 
for altering the existing arrangement. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) No: the system of TTnion Benches provides facibties "^in the 
matter? 

Mrt PRESIDENT: The House will now resume discussion on the 
resolution of Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan and the two amend- 
ments of Mr. Nur Ahmed thereto. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHaWDHURY, of 
Santosh: Sir, may T, with your permission, rise On a point o+‘ order at 
this stiige? Wo have rec.eived just now a communication from the 
Secretary t/O the Council to the effect that we have to send, as soon as 
possible, amendments to the Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 
19d8. I think, Sir, this is not in conformity with the rules of this 
Hou 8'\ 1 woiuld refer you to section 8d of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Rules and Standing Orders which will show that the matter 
cannot be taken up before seven days from the receipt of the notice 
unless you, Sir, suspend that rule in favour of the Minister in charge 
of the Bill; but J am sure as the custodian of our rights you will be 
the last person to do tliai.* Anyway, it is not^ humanly possible to send 
in amendments to ancimpoidant measure like that within ^ hours. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order,. order. I appreciate your point, but I 
think the proper time to raise such an objectirn will be to-morrow. I 
see the significance of your objection that seven days’ time must be 
given for tablmg amendments as provided in the rules. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, af 
Santosh: Thank<you, Sin ' 
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flit Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:. Will* yon allow a 
discussion of this point of Order then*or to-day? 

PRESIDVnT: I Vannot allow « discussion on this matter now; 

it is i^pt before the Hou^e. 

• • • 

Mri HU|MAYUN KABIR: Suppose yon rule, Sir* that the poitit 
of*or<ler stands, than this Rill cannot come to-morrow. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (piestion is not l)efore the House at the, 
present moment. The Hon’ble Minister in char^^e of this iiarticular 
MI did not ask for the Pi^sident’s permission to suspend the provisions 
of section 8d of the Rules aiVl Stamfinp: •Orders and so this question 
does not arise now. If he had asked fo»the Chair’s rujin^ on the iMunt, 

I would have heard the •ther side of the House before ffivinjj’ a ruli njr. 


NON.OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr, SACHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL:^Sir, I whole-heartedly 
suppcjrt the resolution moved by Khan Bahadur Asaf Khan, and J 
earnestly request my old friend Mr. Nur Ahmed to witluira\^ his amend- 
ments. Sir, in su|)poiiin^r the resolution I have not min*h to say? after 
what we have heard y<^^ierda.y from th^ different speakers, T feel that 
when this House voted for the stoppaf?e of the district settlement 
operations, it did niot intend to starve tlie iwor’subordiyate and inferior 
staff of the department.. By* stoppinj? these settlement operations the 
LeKiwlature only intended to ^ive relief to the tax-payer. Emm our 
past expiuience we e'an say that wlumever Government wanted to effect 
any retrenchment, it tried to a'hsoib the retrenched ha^uds int^ the 
existing* staff elsewhere, or»fjffered favourable retirement tmune to tbeir 
surplus staff. It is, therefore, not unreasonable to assunwi — and I am 
confident that Goverjainent have already done so, — that Government 
will|not thfow into ^he streets sueh a larg'e numher of eniployees^aiffl 
their family members. With the inauf^uratiin* of Provincial* Autonomy 
the scope ,&)r Ihe appointment of new hands has iiyr^ased, affd I implore • 
Government either ttfprovide dal to those faithful men in prefer- 
ence to new ret^i’uits fu* to offer them favourable terms of retirttment. 
With these few words I appeal to the House to pass the resolution with- 
out further discussion, ^ind I also appeal to the Treasury Bench to 
accept the resolution without any* further controversy. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: Sir, I*riAe !o siyciport the motion of • 
Khan Bahadur Asaf^ Khan whole-heajteSly. It is a matter of deep 
regret that men who have put in tbeif*T>e«t energy ^nd best years of 
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their lives in <iovernjnent service have been discharge without* any 
provision being made* for them 'to fall back upon and some of them 
probably ^re ' not of the age to enter upon any ,new ^service. Apart 
from this when we think that about 800 of them and' their families ^e 
almost on the brinks of starvation, it is not^a thing to brush aside 
easily. In these- days we are talking of heklth weeks, child welfare 
and all sorts tA benevolent work, but here are these men who have 
served (Government faithfully who have been thrown out of service. 
We are going to pass the Maternity Benefit Bill and these women who 
are mother^ of children will be reduced to the plight of seeing their 
children starring before them; so we should do well to pass this reso- 
lution in ordt^r that these men m^y be enable -to provide their children 
with food. With these wovds, ‘ Sir, I hope the House will whole- 
heartedly support this resoluVop. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I move tliat the question now put. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I deem it to be my 

duty to speak a few words on this subject, because there is a resolution 
on the same lines standing in my name. I gave my consent to give 
notice of a resolution like this on the condition that 1 will explain my 
position lali^r. The subject is one which requires some cx)nsidemtion 
from •dovernm^nt and sliould be discussed thoroughly, so that due 
syiiipaUiie.^f may be given wheie they are due. ./The settlement opera- 
tions were stoj)pe(l as a measure of retrenchment and the object of the 
rei&plution directly strikes at the root of it. The resolution as* it stands 
will appear too* sweeping ‘in its scK)pe. If it* is carefully considered 
and its implications are understo-od, I am certain it will appear to the 
hon^ble members of this House that it will, cause, much greater hard- 
ship to other classes of people in case the resolution is accepted as it is. 
At the same time, I must say that I have got my full sympathy for 
these persons who a,re going to be thrown out of employment. The 
question i^ how to relieve their distress. The recommendation is that 
ip all appointments to be made in future preference shall have to be 
given to these persons irrespective of new claimant h case. That, Sir, 
may create much greatef hardship. It is understood from the (Govern- 
ment circulars as at pi’esent that tl^ere is no question of these people 
being age-barre<l for any Government employment. But take a case 
in which there are * candidates who are just on the brink of stepping 
into their 25th year as against candidates who are discharged employees 
of the Settlement Department. If this resoKition is passed by this 
House and Government also accept it,*' then what would be the position? 
Persons Who *are 'outsiders and Would thus^beoome age-barred would not 
over be able to get any employment under the Government and their 
case would be that they would not be ^ble to get employed for all time 
to eome. But so far as thelse discharged gentlemen are ooncerned, . if 
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the (fovernmeut give the undertaking that their cnses^will be much 
more sympathetically considered thaie at present, tliat they will 
gradually absoi^d into permanent service according to their^ quSlifica- 
ti^s by and by, rhen I submit that the object of anoving this resolution 
will be served > If they are given due (‘oaisideratHon and if they are 
given jobs whenever and wherever {wassible, ami at the, siinie time yiose 
who not members of the discharged classes nvay gelf dne oonsidera- 
^»n at th^ Iniie of €mployml?iit, •then we shall he content. Therefore, 
some sort of arrangement of that nature will relieve distress fi;om which 
these people are suferfilg. Sir, as regards the second clause of the 
resolution, namely, gratuities, it is provided that tliose-^ulio cannot 

employed sholTld .be given son?e sort of gratuity to be ciikmlated 
at the rate of one moiitli’s pwiy -of each yec^v of service. Service under 
the Settlement Depiirtment is, as yon aH ]^iKnv, of a tempoK\ry nature. 
There Avas no pio vision of pension or griitlnty wlien tlipy first entered 
the servic'e. Supposing there are servants of Jflovernment who Imve 
.•^Veady put in 24 years of service or ^ even 24 years and 9 months’ 
aervioe, t.hei^ according to tliis resolution a gratuity at the rate of one 
month’s salary for every year of service has to be given to them, hut 
if 'tlicv u*cre allowed to serve full, time, nothing would have been givcm 
to tlieni and tlicv could not get anytlii^ig from (J-ovcrnnuuii. ,Thcrc- 
torc, 1 .submit that tlie resolution as it stands at ]>rcseiit is too sweep- 
ing, and thaj it will entail too much costs upon the government 
treasury, and it would he giving to people a thing of which they Jiad 
no expectation when thj^y first entered the servi’ce.' Theref?)re, if the 
Government gi\ip this Jlouse an undertaking or 4 ni a insurance tliai the 
policy tint has .so long been followed in the- pfoyiiice . by wdiich tVe 
cases of these gentlemen* were .not being cousidered adefjuately <u* at all 
at the time of employmeiTt by the District Officters'or other employing 
officers, will he clianged, that in future Government Avill endeavour in 
all possible ways without causing undue hardship to other (;u.scs- to 
give them employment Avliere they are still fit for empldyn’ieni, th^n it 
might meet our wdshes. Iii%’egard to the question of'graluity, T submit 
that it is a very difficult one and cannot l>e too lightly dischssed ^it this 
stage without" considefing each wise which is to be considered from thaJ 
point of view. Therefore, if sufth an assurance is given by Government 
and sincerely given, with*the object of carr^diig it ink) effect, then 1 
submit that tUe resolution can be accepted wdth tjiat modiffcation. v 

* . / 

The Hon’ble Mr. A# K. FAZLUL HUQT^ir, the Government ))oint 
of view will be fully explained by my friend the Revenue Minister, and 
if I interpose at this moment* it is to give the House the fullest assurance 
that the suggestions made by the* Deputy President just now will be 
gladly accepted by Governme]it,,and a guarentefe of everything that is 
humanly possible will be given that the^cases'of these persons will be ' 
very sympathetically considered. .Sir, at ’the time* when the question 
arose of discharging fhese persons, it tftff'fiqinted out by the Revenue 
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Minister that ^he stoppage of the settlement operations would 'result 
in a serious state of a:^airs, and k is what we are at the present moment 
faced Vit^. It was pointed out that the stoppage of/ the settlement 
operations would result in the turning out of^office of^^ large numhe^f 
Government servants who had served the public faithfully and well and 
whofje pecuniary conditions were not such asHo enable them to lay by 
much money id order- to meet times of difficulties and distress.* With 
the fullest consequences l)€fore them the members at .that tinie 
supported the proposal for the stoppage of settlement operations. 
Government knew that a suggestion like this would be coming from 
thi’s Hous^, or at any rate, even if no suggestions were put forward, 
Government realise their obligations to provjde fo-r their servants if by 
any kind of process they w/ere 'made to. retire compulsorily or thrown 
into distress and calamity. ^ At the present moment, as the Deputy 
President has pointed out, it is a very large spm which, will have to be 
found in order to give effect to the resolution. What the Government, 
therefore, propose to do is th^’s, that the whole question ,will 
considered by the Committee. There is already a Comii.ittee and if 

necessary, more members might be added to the C^ommittee^ and the 
whole situation will be considered by them, and as much relief as is 
possible will be given, That^ however, is a matter of detail. We, 
therefore, appeal to the House not to press the resolution but to with- 
draw it, or the (lovernment giving the fullest assurance that this 
matter will be fully considered, and will be placed before the House 
again, for the consideration of the members • of this House in this 
session. They will find that Government has been considering this 
question and substantive proposal will be put forward as to what kind 
of relief can be given to these people, but at the present moment the 
acceptance of the resolution in its entirety and in the form in which it 
has been put forward will involve the undertaking of financial implica- 
tions which it is difficult for Government to undertake without close 
exanmiation. As for sympathy there is, not only sympathy, but the 
fullest sympathy for these peoj)le. The will to help them is not lacking 
and if the House accepts our assurances openly given and which will 
le repeated by my friend, the Eevenue Minister, 1 would ask, the hoii’ble 
member who has moved this resolution to consider if any useful purpose 
will be served by pressing this motion and by carrying it in the House. 
The object will l)e served by the assurance that, we have pht forw^ard. 
I once more* ask my friend, the mover of the resolution, to consider the 
position and to see if he would agree not to press this resolution. 

Sir El C, BENTHALL: Sir, the- views of our party are very much 
in line with thoge of tlte Deputy Presi^en^. We have given the matter 
our most careful considcx’ation and as in the case of other speakers, we 
haire very great sympathy with the.^men who find themselves in this 
dilemma. We appreciate it is an extremely hard case, specially 
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in times of unemployment li’ke the present. We^appreciUte also that it 
is particularly hard because we understand in the'‘wise of many of these 
men, their trailing* has not made them siiitable^for turtheV employment 

Government ^rvice. That I think is really one of the pr<)l)lems. 
Government have jyiveii their undertaking that ’they will re-employ 
•these men whenever thdy can do but Government find it, very 
diffidtfft to re-employ any considemble number of them lieciiiise of their 
^ack of qmilification^s. Most’of the speakers, until the Deputy IVesident 
spoke, had overlooked the, fact tliat when these men entered the employ 
of Government they di<i so on the clear understanding that, their terms, 
were temporary. The\ were fully aware of their terms.'' riiey were, 

I uuderstainl, engaged fipin settlem**nt to settlement in' each district. 
When a settlement was over t'Jiey \vei^ tuMied ont and w'ere re-engaged 
at a later stage when 4i fresh settlemeMt ^ame up. .Then there can he 
no doubt about tlie tenivs of their employment; l)nt of course with the 
passage of years, tlieii’ engagement has t4iken ofl a somewhat permanent 
■•nature^ To give gr4ituity to those who*cannot he re-einployed 1 uinter- 
stand involves between lls. (i and tS lakhs. J do not find the pxa(*t 
^ure mentioned. We, therefore, thoroughly appreciate the Govern- 
ment’s reluctance to incur t his* expenditure in excess of the terms 4‘f 
the engagement oP these men, especially as it involves a precedent for 
all other temporary servants of Government. AIm) in the case of the 
first resolution we do not think that in 4iny case a gratuity for one 
year's service \^oul(l ]>e justified. Of course wc {ipprecaatc that 
inasmucli as the action^ol Government i^cenily taken was largely taken 
on the pressui^ of jhe Legislature, the Legislature naturally feeljs a 
desire compaiV’ate these men as far as passible, and we share the 
Ijegislaturc’s symp4ith\\ lint 1 think tire' Govcrnmejit must look to 
the general financial position and also to the fact that if they give 
gratuity in this, case, they will have to give it in all other cases of 
temporary employment. While, therefore, we are fully in sympathy 
w’ith the first luirt of the resolution and feel that tliht slialPke as 
amended by Mr. Nnr Alim^d who asks simply tlui.t men ^should be given 
re-employment where i>ossible consistent, as we read it, with efliciency, 
w'c do hesitate strongly to support the resolution as a whole, l)ecaw<‘ 
of the' principle involved in tlie second part of it. We feel we catinot 
support it unless we hare the assurance ttnat thq Govej’nment have 
money ta^pare and that it will npt involve heavy obligations! in other 
directions, especially as the resolution as worded gives '‘a gratuity to 
people after only oneYBiir of service. After bearing the Government’s 
appeal, I would also like to. add my appeal to the mover to withdraw 
the resolution on the assurance which the Government have given. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ OHOWOHI/RY:' Mr, President, may we ' 
through you request^ the Leader of the^ropean Group to consider the 
mm ©f these people whenever they appointments P 
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Sir E. C. BENTIfALL: We are always considering the question 
qf unemployment. 

DK. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill:^ Sk, 1 woufd like to reqii^ 
the Government if they cannot even at this stajce make their expressions 
of sympathy somewhat definite and more concrete, and this 4hey can 
easily do on.thfe basis* of a precedent set by their own Finance lietnber ^ 
Mr. A. W. Marr who gave a declaration* in the (Council Chamber <}ti 
the 18th August, 1928, to the effect that the gratqity should take the 
form of one month’s pay for every year of servYce at the rate of Rs. 45 
per month, t l think, therefore. Sir, that this is not a very new 
question, and‘the Government ne^ not be thinking that they are called 
upon to face a very unexpqcted*^ situation. This situation arose some 
time back and the Governipept of the day did produce a concrete 
proposal in dealing with su’ch a case. I, therefore, ask whether the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister who has contributed to this discussion cannot 
give a definite shape to his very pious resolution on the subject in tire-" 
form of the declaration made by the then Finance Member- of the Gov- 
ernment. 

The Hon’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, the 
Government attitude towards this resolution has been fully explained 
and outlined in the speech of the Hon’ble Chief Minister. I may 
mentron that GovtuMinient greatly appreciate the sfirit that underlies 
this resolu'tion and the sympathy, the feeling that has prompted the 
hpn^ble the mover tp move this motion and some of the hon’ble 
members who-i^upport it. Sir, at the outset, I would request the 
hon’ble members to ^analyse' dispassionately the terms of this resolu- 
tion. It leaves no option to Government. They must find employment 
for all the discharged staff of the Settlement Department, those who 
are physically ^t to serve, and they must be given preference to new 
recruits irrespective of qualifications. Tliq second part of the resolu- 
tion enjoins, that officers who have become , incapable but who in the 
past b^d rendered useful and loyal service should be given at least a 
iftonth’s salary as gratuity for each year of service rendered. That is 
the* proposal. So it Iqayes no option to Government. Now it has 
financial iiiiplicatio^is. The principle that the mpver and supporters of 
this resolution w'ant Government commit thei^selves to should be 
clearly understood. Sir, Government is the biggest employer in this 
province, and whatever principle they accept with respect to these 
discharged employees they must also gire t3ffect to elsewhere with 
respect to other employees of Government. So that is the important 
principle to whiph thej* are now called upon to commit themselves. 

Sir, it has been cleanly explained and admitted by the previous 
speakers that these employees when they were taken into service they 
were not given any assurerf^fe'^ permanence or ‘continuity of tenure. 
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* accepted the posts with their eyes open. Government must 
make a distinction between permanent employees end temporary 
employees, and these peopt were purely temporary emplgyec/fe. In 
^^t, there wer^iigaps in • their services between one settlement and 
amJther. It was purely an accident that when settlement operations 
closed In* a particular dis^idet and it started irt another district, ^ome 
of theSfe employees were employed in the area where •the operations 
Parted. Bui; I am sure that* in ease of many there were actual breaks. 
Sir, the next point for consideration is the financial liability that 
Government are called upon to undertake. At least 6 Lakh^ df rupee® 
would be necessary if this resolution has to be ^^iven effect* to. I do 
not think that ^Government wofild. be justified in a(?cepting that 
financial responsibility. An appeal hacs bc^n made to Government on 
humanitarian grounds. I think my fji«ind Khaii; Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Posain rejpeated more than*once that “this is a ])()puJar 
Government and we appeal to the Ilon’ble Miifisters to approach this 
JTlestiou purely in a humanitarian spirit/^ I can assure him that indi- 
^^idually we® are as sympathetic to these unfortunate people as my 
Pr^nd ov^r there. But we cannot allow our sympathy to get the better 
>f our sense of resjionsibility to fhe rate-payers of this })rovin(‘e. Gov- 
ernment are the custodians of the public purse, and we (uumot afford 
to be generous at puJblic expense. If it wen* our own money we could 
have been sympathetic, but here we have got a definite duty*to perform 
and Government must draw the line somewhere between permarie.nt 
employees and temporary employees. . 

Sir, I •think ^^^Jian Sahib Abdul Hamid ChowJlhury and Mr. KadVr 
Baksh referred to certaiff funds in possession of Government or certain 
fund being held on tlieir *l)ehalf by the Governmen’t of India on which 
the Provincial Government can always draw in order to pay these 
discharged employees of the Settlement Department. The whole 
story,' if I may say so, with due respect, is a myth. Thdic is^ nonsuch 
fund. It is true that Govm’ninent did make some profit due to over- 
cautious computations of settlement costs. But that merged 'in the 
general levenues of* Government and the money was sjKmt in th^ 
interest* of -rate-payer® of this province. So there is nb fund, on wldch 
Government cpn draw' to bomptmsate these cflschargjed emj^oyees and 
that demohslies the fheory that has been advanced by Khan Sahib 

Abdul Hamid Chowdffury and by my friend Mr. Kader Bdksh. \/ 

*• . 

Sir, Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury. in supporting the resolution 
pleaded specially the caae Of the compositors. I know he is an old 
champion of the press men and it %as no wonder that on this occasion 
he has again come forward* Tyith their cp,8e.« Sir, ,riiost of these 
compositors are non-matrics, and so they «cannot be employed as 
clerks. They can be employed in two . places, namely, in the Bengal 
Government Press sfnd in the FormfM^Ipjrtment, «but there is no 
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Tacancy in thase two departments, ^ere^the work is done by c!t)ffi^yict 
labour. There is, therefore, no vacancy where these people can be 
appointed. Government in the Revenue Department have already 
circularized to the other departments of Go^^ernment# and the District 
Officers to absorb as many of these discharged settlement stafi: as 
posi^ble and in. pursuance of that policy xuany of them have been 
already appoinced. Sir, it is not possible to absorb all of themv All 
of tliem are not qualified, and not capable of performing ,the duties 
that they^may be called ui)on to j)erform in the District Offices. That 
is the difficulty tliat stands in the way of Government’s i*e-employing 
them as pericianent offit^ers. Sir, 1 think it is an absurd proposition. 

Maharaja Sir MAHMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: How man y of the^iii^'have been appointed? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 am not quite 
sure of the number. Many of them liave been^ ap‘i)ointed. 
Settlement operations on a two-party basis were started, 1 think, since 
1936-37. So it is only 1 years, or 2 years, resulting in the dischaige 
of a number of tlie tem])orary staff. So it is too early to say that 
Government are not making a definite attempt to absorb as many of 
them as possible. Wo must wait. When these people were 
appointed to Government service, they came in as temporary hands, 
but now the proposal is that they should be appointed as permanent 
employees. 

• " There is another question wliich I may^ mention, namely, that 
Government have not yet finallj^ decided tluU the revisional settlement 
operations should be altogether dropped. This question is still being 
seriously considei'ed by Government and they ' hope to devise some 
means for cli<*aper metliod of revisional settlement operations. If 
that can be devised, 1 am sure, Governn>ent will give preference to 
experienced liands and will absorb most of the discharged staff who 
will be fit-. That shows that the Government are sympathetic and are 
Snaking a definite attempt as many of +hese discharged settlement staff 
as possible. Now,' in «v^w of what the Hon’ble Chief Minister has 
stated, I hope th6 hpn'ble mover of the resolution will kindly agree to 
withdraw^ his resolution and give us a chance examine the whole 
question. It is not possible for me to say hen? and'*now what will be 
the decision of Government. We owe it to this House, we owe it to 
the rate-payers of Bengal, that this question should be carefully and 
dispassionately considered from xhe financial point of view. In 
examining ‘thai problem, , however, we shall not forget the interest of 
the discharged employees. Government are sympathetically inclined 
towards them, and they propose ^ to examine their cases with 4ae 
sympathy. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: Ordfer, oirder. Is the Hgii’Me Minister likely 
to conclude his speech soon, as other^Tise I would like to adjourn for 
prayer, 

iii« Hon’blo Sir B(JOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes, Sir, 1 
fehall coifblude in two minutes* time. As 1 was submitting, Sir, these 
^re tSe dilijculties which stand in the way of our ’accepting the 
resolution • as it is, .and I hope ’that as Government are anxious to 
devise some ways •and^^ipeans of giving relief to these unfortunate 
people, the hon*ble mover will kindly irive us a chance and withdraw 
his resolution. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI:* What about Mr. Marr s 
suggestions? 

• e 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: \Ve will lake lliat into 
cousidwation, no doubt. * 

Khai^ Bahadur MUHAMMAD ASAF KHAN: After what has fallen 
from the lips of the Hon ’hie (Uiief Minister, and the assurance given 
by tlie Iloii’bie Jievemie Minister, I have no other alternative left 
to me but to w'ithdraw my resolution. I hope, however, that Govern- 
ment will do w^hatever lies in their jmw^er to lelieve the’ distress of 
these discharged hands. 

Mr. ^RESIDENT: Is it the desire of the House to give pennissHMi 
^ to the bon ’hie niember *to withdraw his resolution? • » ’ 

((’ries of “no, no” from the Opposition Bench.') 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it objected to? Somebody must get up and 
say so. 

Mr. NA8ENDRA CHANORA DATTA: 1 object, Sir... 

• . * 0 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It^ being prayer-tim^ , the -House now stands 
adjourned Jor’ 15 minutes. The House will meet. again at 4*50 p.m. 

(The Council thA adjourned for 15 minutes for pray'ir.) 

(The House reassembled at 4-50 p.m. after adjournment.) 

{After adjournment,) 

. '* • * ' ! ^ ’ 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, may I just , 

make one suggestion at this stage, as h may satisfy the hon’ble 
membjersP Government are prepareii**td‘%)lace all the facts before a 
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Bina'll committee consisting of certain members of this House — not more 
than i^ven in number. Let them examine the facts and then make 
their reed nniendat ions to the Government. I should/^however, make 
it clear that it will be left to (iovernraent to decide their line of actiicin 
on the recommendafion of that committee, but Government will 
certainly treat the recommendations of the committee ^e^th due 
consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May 1 then take it that after this declaration 
by the Jfi()^i’ble Minister in charge of the dejiartment, there is no 
objection to +he withdrawal of the motion? 

Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: No, Sir, our objection still 
stands. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHUfiY, of 
Santosh: Sir, I have had a consultation with the leaders of different 
groups on this side of the House, and 1 have been authorised "by theiii 
to say that if the Government will modify the resolution wdiich is now 
before the House according to the light in them or draw up a fresh 
resolution indicating the line of action they propose to follow with a 
view to re-employ the men who have been thrown out of employment, 
and for that matter, if some definite proposals are made by the 
Government, then the House will accept that resolution, and the 
resolution which has already been moved may be withdrawn. But 
mere verbal assurance or any vague profession, without indicating the^ 
line which Government propose to follow will not satisfy us on this 
side of the House. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is very 
difficult for Government to give a definite assurance here and now as 
to what lifie they will follow, and w^hat will be their ultimate decision. 
First of all, there must be an examinaticn of the whole case. Without 
such an examination Government cannot make up their mind. Govern- 
ment are prepared to place all their cards before the small committee 
I have suggested. The members of the commit tue will be taken into 
confidence and will have ample opportunity of going 'into details and 
then make their recommendations. It is very difficult for me to accept 
the suggestion of the Maharaja of Santosh because that will mean that 
Government must come to a deoisicyb before the examination of the 
case. 

Kliiii Bahidur ATAUR R AHMAN: May I enquire. Sir, if the 
recommendations of this ccinimttee are binding on Governments 
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*MaharaJa Sir MANmXthA N,ATH RAY CNtiWDMURYr .of 

SantOSh: Sir, as far as 1 was able to gather from th^ speech of the 
Hon^ble ChieN^inlster, Jie made certain definite proposaSs and his 
Ttiterances were very sympjithetic. I am sure that if a resolution is, 
draw^ up on the lines Suggested by him, an/1 if it is drawn up in* the 
rigJii* spirit, it will meet with the general approTal of the Hous^, and 
»in that casi I am sure, the. mover will agree to withdraw the resolution 
now before the Hdbse. 


Mr. Ei C. ORMOND: May 1 make one observation that, we are 
faced as a House at th^ present dvonient with the (im*stion as to 
whether this resolution sliouid be withdrawn or not, and may I m'ake 
this further suggestion in case it ina,v» appeal to *the Maharaja of 
Santosh that* the motion now before the Hon^e may be allowed to be 
^withdrawn, that the' Government may adopt the suggestion put forward 
by th'e Mi^iaraja of Santosh, and at tlie next sitting of the House the 
necessary resolution can be moved either on behalf of Government, 
or if tffat resolution is not sufti<’ient to satisfy tlie lion’ble members on 
this side ot the House, hon’ble nuonbers on this side of <he House 
may then bring in another resolution. The Ho\ise had had the benefit 
of a full discussion on tliis mutter and they have liad tlie benefit of 
Ijearing the views of Govei’iirnent also on tin's matter and tli(\v. iiave 
also liad the benefit certain assurances wlii(*b have put* the matter 
very uiucli fifrtlier forward than it was before the resolution was 
jnoved. *111 thes^ circ.umstau(‘es, I would appeal to my lion’ble friends 
on this side of the House .to consider whether it’ ^ill not meet the 
re(|iiirements whicli they have in jnind. After alf, we fully n'alise tliat 
the reciuiremerits they have in mind are to benefit tlicse particular 
persoiiN w ho were at one time employed in tlie Government Settlement 
Department and have now been compelled to leave it— tf these jJersons 
are heiiefited, — 1 take it tliat tlie matter of a verb’al alteration to this 
resolution does not matter. T make tliis suggestion,* Sii> iu all 
sincerity 


Mr. MESIOkni; Tfiere is, one dittirulty in accepting the sug- 
gestion made bv Ormond. Section 41 of the Counbil Rules and 
Standing Orders lay? down that a motion must Yiot raise a question 
substantially identical with* one on which the Council has given a 
decision in the same session. Tjjus it stands against the solution pro- 
posed by Mr. Ormond. As regards the other points, the Government 
have made their position ab^ohitely cl^r. * Tney ha^e made a definite 
offer and it is for the Opposition to decide whethipr they would like to 
accept the same and agree to give le^vj^l^to the mover for withdrawal 
of the resolution. 
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Mr. LALIT 'CHANORA DAS: We do not withdraw our objection, 
Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before "the House is that tl^s 
Council is of opinion th^t the clerks, draftsmen, process-servere and 
orderlies of the Settlement Department who have been recenHj^ dis- 
charged or are shortly going to be discharged on account of stoppage^ 
of the District Settlement operations, should be given employment in 
permanent otfices of Government in preference* to new recruits until 
all of them ^ 'who are fit to work are absorbed in such offices; and those 
who are iii(*apable of rendering further service, but have rendered 
faithful service for more than a year should be given gratuity of one 
month’s pay for every year of service. ^5ince which two amendments 
have been moved by Mr. Nut* Ahmad. One is that for the words ‘in 
preference to new recruits until all of them’ the words ‘as far as 
possible’ be substituted, and the other is that for the words ‘one month’s 
pay for every year of service’ the words ‘of such suitable sum as 
Government think reasonable’ be substituted. 

The question before the House now is that the amendments be made: 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: What has happened to 
the motion for withdrawal.^ Has that been negatived.^ 

Mr. PR'ESIDENT: As objection has been taken to leave being 
given to the mover to v^ithdraw the motion, the Chair has no option but 
to put it before the House. , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: If there is objection, 
must it be unanimous? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ye.s, 1 have already explained the point. 
Now the question before the House is that the amendments moved by 
Mr. Nur Ahmad be made. 

(The motion was put and division caflled.) 

1 r 

Maharajd^ Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: Sir, before you call a division may T tell you that my 
friendl on this side are now willing to accept *^he sdggestion of the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister to the effect that a Committee be consti- 
tuted to consider this matter and discuss thirf matter threadbare and 
come to certain definite conclusions, ^f that is the wish of the House, 

I think there neid be no division. 

I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The , Opposition did not figree to' this course 
before the division was calieoT 
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‘The Hon*ble Mr. A. K. f^AZLIJL HUQ: Sir^ may 1 make one point 
clear before the House divides. If tbp resolution as it stancfs is carried, 
then the olferNmade by Government will be withdrawn, but^f tile reso- 
Nlution is defeiir^d or the amendments are carried, the Gov^rnmont 
proposal stands. 

• 

Maharala Sir MANMATHA NATH RAV CHOWDHURY, tl 
SantOShf Sir, the Chair always helps the members of the House to 

effect a comi)romiSe wben that is in the best interests of all*. 

#* 

Mft PRESIDENT: . The Chair is most anxious io do it, but it is 
now too late. 

Maharaja .Sir MANMATHA NATl) RAY CHOWDHURYp of 
SantOSh: If the Cliair will verA* kindly do tltis in this rase, the diffi- 
culty «iay be obviated at this stage. 

• 

Mr.* PRESIDENT: If the. objection is withdrawn by the Opj)osi- 
tion even at this stage, the difficulty referred lo by the hon’ble member 
may be obviated. It should be remembered that in a matter like this, 
the Chair can be of help only if it is the unanimous wish of the House. 

§ 

Mr. NARE^SH NATH MOOKERilEE: Can this question arise when 
a division has been ‘called? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that these 
two amendment's be madq, namely, that for the words ‘‘in preference to 
new recruits until all of them” the words “as far as possible” be 
substituted and that for the words “one month’s pay* for everj^.year 
of service” the words “of such suitable sum .as Government think 
reasonable”^ be substituted. 

The House divid,ed : — 


AYES— 23. 


Mr. MttlAli«Mi« Akmoi. 

Mr. Nir AhMt4. 

Dr. ArMiRia Bama. 

•Ir E. 0. Baatfeal. « 

Rai BalwEar MaaAalha Nalh Baia. 

Mr. MaaufRiali Okaatfliary. 

Mr. Kbtnhatf Aiaai Ohawibary. 

Mr. HaaMi H«« Obawdbary. 

AlbaiJ KbanUa Mabanaiai EiauH. 

Mr. R. W. N. Ffrcma. 

Khaa BMuMiir laiyai MaatiibiRMIa Haaiaia. 
Kbaa BabaRar M. AMal Kariai. 


Maalaaa MabamaiaR Abram Kbaa. 

Mr. i, McParlaaa. * 

• Kbaa Sabib SabiRali Mflla. 

Bagam HamMa Moipiia. 

Rai BabaRar lalia ObaaRra Makbarjf. 

Mr. E. 0. OrmaaR. 

Mr. MajKbiMar Rabmai^ 

Mr. Nafti^ra*Narayaa Rap. 

Mabaraja Sir Maamatba Natl| Ray ObtarRbary, 
* tl iaatftb.* 

■ 4 Ra!|MibaRbr RaRbiaa Bbataa Rtf. 

Mr. Krilbaa ObaaRra llty ObawRbary. ^ 

a • 
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Mr.'tlirlfli Ohmiri Ofcikravtrll. 
Mr. litlit eiiJuiin Dat. 

Mr. Bankiffl CkailJra Oatta. 

Mr. Naraatfra Okaaira Datta. 
Jlr. KaailiU Kumar Dufla. 
iMir. Kanal Lai Baiwami. 


NOfS^II. 

Ral iaftaiur Bfajaadfk Mokaa Mallra. 
Mr. Maratk Natk Maakarjat. 

Dr. Ratfha Kamui MaakarP ^ 

Mr. Ranajit Fal Okauahu^/. 

Mr. laafclatfra Narayan Sanyal. 


The motion was carried. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question 'before the ^ouse is tliat the 
resolution as amended be passed. 

The amended resolution reads thus;, — 

This CouiK'il is of opinion jhat the clerks, draftsmen, process-servers 
and orderlies of the Settlemept,^ Department who have been recently 
discliar/^ed or are shortly Roing to be discjiarged on account of 
stoppage of the District Settlement operations, should be given 
employment in permanent offices of Government as far as possi^de scr 
that those who are fit to work are absorbed in such offices;- and those 
who are incapable of rendering further service, but have rendered 
faithful service for more than a year should be given gratuity of such 
suitable sum as (k)verninent think reasonable. 


Mr. E. ORMOND: Sir, is it correct that the House should be 
sent to a division on the motion of a member who is under a mis- 
apprehension, wlu) is siiyiiig that the “noes have it” and wishes to 
vote against the resolution that he is in favour of,? 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: We take objection to it, Sir. 
There is no misapj)rehension on the part of Mr. Datta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Chair has given sufficient 
latitude tj) the members to make their position clear. Strictly 
speaking, no point c>t order can be raised when a division is in progress 
on any issue, other than that whicli is incidental to the division itself. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJ10,Y PRASAD SINQH ROY: Sir, is it a 
division o.n t\ie iiiaiii resolution? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The division is on the resdiutiori as amended. 

f 

This Council is of opinion that the clerks, draftsmen, process- 
servers and orderlies of the Settlement Department who have been 
recently discharged or are shortly going to be discharged on account 
of stoppage of the District Settlement operations, should be given 
employment in permanent oflSipes^of G<)vernment as far as possible so 
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that* those who are fit to work are absorbed in such offices^ end those 
who are incapable lof i-encleriiig further service, but have rendered 
faithful service^^r more than a year should be -given gratiiijy <tf such 
agitable sum as «Aovernmaut think reasonable. 

motion as amen,ded carried.) 

* • 

MiC'rANAJIT pal CHOUDHURYr'^Sii. the resolution that I 

Ibeg to inoVe runs as* follows: — 

“This Council is of 'opinion that the Government of Bepgal sliould 
take proper steps io move the autlioiities concerned to levy a pilgrim 
tax on ti<‘kets so.l’d by thc.difierent n^lways to jiassengers intending to 
travel to Navadwij) and Nava'dwip Ghat stations during the occasions 
of solar and lunar eclipses aJid to make available thf pioceeds there- 
from to the lo(;al munic..j]»ality to enable them to undertake adequate 
precautionary, sanitary and conservancy measifres for the welfare of 
tli'e pilgrims”. * 

Sir, my first projjosition is that as Navadwip town which, as you all 
know’, isHlie birthidace of Sree Gouranga who knew of no caste, creed 
or colour, has been made accessible by both the blast Indian llailw’ay 
and the Eastern Bengial Iluilw’ay. Her importance as a ])lace of 
pilgrimage lias gone on fast increasing year by year during tlie past 
tew years. This is amply evidenced hy the large concoui'^e of 
pilgrims that coiiffregate in that place, specially on occasions of solar 
and lunar eclij^es and on important Hindu and Vaisnavu festivals. 

The second p4)positiou I would submit t<) you is that Navadw’ip 
is not any great trade or commen-e centre worth the name and has not 
got a rich and rcsourcefu*! municipality. Therefore, the income of the 
Navadwip municjjmlity la not adequate to cope w'ith the rapidly 
growth of pilgrim traffic. The result has been mismanagement of 
pilgrim traffic and the outbieak of epidemic for luck o*f 'precant i^njary 
measures in time. 

My third point, Sir, is that it has become necessary that tke resources 
of the jyavadw’ip Municipality should be augmented, so that they may ilil 
alble to undertake proper and adequate pr^cj^ut ionary, sanitary and 
conservancy measures ,for the welfare of the pilgrims as (also eft'e<*tive 
measures in those dkections for the welfare of the citizens when the 
pilgrim rush is on auiover. In order to enable the local municipality 
always to rise equal to the abnormal .situation, it is necessary that 
they ought to be provideal Vitli sufficient funds from some quarter. I 
would, therefore, suggest that th^ Government should take immediate 
steps to move the authorities goijcerned to levy a fax o^^ all tickeis sold 
to passengers travelling to Navadwdp iJnd Navadwip Ghat stations 
from outside a certain zone, so that the proceeds therefrom may be 
allocated to the local municipality f^ additional requirements. 
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The scheme that is to be adopted ior raising the tax may Ibe ott the 
same lines as that adopted for tovms like Gaya, Bindhyachal, Allahabad, 
Ayodha a^nd Hardwar. Sir, a friend of mine just now told me that a 
similar tax is also realised from the Gangabagar pilgrims and this is 
<>oIlected by the steamer companies. Details of the manner ' and 
method of the tax may be worked out in a joint deliberation between 
the Government and the Railway Authorities. I need hardly impress 
upon the House the urgent necessity of finding some extra funds to be 
placed at. the disposal of the municipality to enable them to meet this 
abnormal situation during the festive occirtiDns. I would not have 
suggested the imposition of the pilgrim tax if I would have been sure 
that the Government funds are fdequate and will be available for the 
purpose. 

Sir, ii might also be argued that the lodging houses over there may 
confribuie more towards the improvement of the municipality, but, 
Sir, the number of lodging houses at Nabadwip is insignificant jn 
prt)]»ortion to the number of pilgrims that rush into the town during 
these occasions. Besides, a very big majority of these pilgrims do not 
go to these lodging houses, they go And stay with their friends and 
relations, and it is only fair that they should pay something for the 
benefits that they are getting from the municipality for which the 
permanent rate-payers are to pay. 

Sir, with these few words I commend the resolution for the 
acceptance of the House. It m neither a controversial matter nor does 
it affect the revenues of the province and I hope .that there will be no 
controversy in this matter and Government will accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved that this Council is of 
opinion that the Government of Bengal should take proper steps to 
move tlie authorities concerned to levy a pilgrim tax on tickets sold by 
the different railways to passengers intending to travel to Navadwip 
and Navadwip Ghat stations during the occasions of solar and lunar 
e('lij)ses aim to make available the proceeds therefrom to the local 
pniiiicipalily to enable them to undertake adequate precautionary, 
sanitary and conservancy measures for the welfare of the pilgrims. 

Dr. NAtlHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, I rise to s'jpport the 
resolution. I would just with your jiermissfpn propose a small 
ameildment that in the fifth line after the wdrds ‘‘Navadwip Ghat 
stations” there should be added the following words “from outside a 
gone of 25 miles”. This limitation is necessary in order to make the 
scheme quite feasible and it is in accordance with what is done else- 
where. So, I hope th^it you will permit ‘me to make this alteration. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: 1 think Government will have no objection to 
this minor amendment 1 ' 
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YImi Hon’bis Mr^ H. 8« 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, we haTe no 
objection alteration,, but I believe that the usual number of 

miles is 30. 


Dr? PADHA KUMUJD MOOKERJI; Wjell, in that easel too 
would, make it 30. I do not think that this resolution at all coilten- 
^^ous in any'waj’. It is really b.ased on humanitarian considerations — 
considerations which affect the health of a very large number of people 
who congregate on saci^ed occasions at the places mentioned. I, 
therefore, hope that where other resources are not availablje, Govern- • 
ment will be pleased to accept the arrangement proposed by this 
resolution, and that this Resolution will be passed unanimously by this 
House. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, 
STr, generally speaking we are on principle opposed to all measures of 
taxation, j>{frticularly of fresh taxation if and when we can avoid it, 
but, Sir> occasions arise when in the interest of the general public we 
cannot help supporting these measures. Sir, as a result of my close 
association with various local bodies, I have personal knowledge that 
they are financially very much embarrassed, and as such they cannot 
adequately provide for measures and works meant for public ptility, 
and, therefore, these reasons comfiel us to explore all possible avenues 
for fresh inconje. Sir,* the case of the’ Navadwip Municipality is a 
very pecyliar one. Practically throughout the year a large concourse 
of pilgrims cornldg freyn far and near is held there .which means a 
great financial burden on the local municipality so far as sanitary 
arrangements are concerned. I do not know if Government helps the 
municipality with aiiy special grant for this purpose, but it is obvious 
that it is beyond the slender means of this municipality to cop^ with 
the situation successfully and adequately. It is thus that the»necessity 
has been felt for the measure covered by the resolution moved by my 
friend Mr. Pal Choudhury. I also agree with him that this is not a 
controversial matter,^ and I ana deliberately of the opinion that the?e 
is nothing to oppose the, resolution suggesting levy of a nominal tax, 
of six pie|i,pqr head, .which I think will not hit.hai^d the pilgrims who . 
are required to inc«r large expenses towards their trayelling costs. 
In this connection, 4i4hink it will not be out of place to mention here 
that the Provincial Government canijot help in this matter directly, 
as the final disposal of^^the matter lies with the Central Government. 
But I think the Bengal Governifient can at least render us help by 
recommending this resolutiom tq the Centrail Governmejit for favourable 
consideration, and I see no reason whjf our popular Government will • 
refuse even this much assistance. With these words, Sl!*i I lend my 
full support to the resolution, under c^nsMyation; • 
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the Hofl’bi0 Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAfiDY: Mr. President, v Sir. 
under the present somewhat attenuated finances of the Government of 
Bengal, ^ would welcome the suggestion ^rom any paivt of the House 
to impose taxation on the people of Bengal, ^ven thoiigh such taxation 
may be unpopular. But in ihis particular case I regret very jp^ach 
that (jovernment has no* other alternative buv to oppose the resolution. 
Sir, ibis is nol^ the first occasion that this matter has bee^n considered 
by the Government of Bengal. On several occasions in the past tht^ 
Government has from time to time pressed the Government of India, 
even in those days when the rights of the Government of India were 
not ho w^ell-determined, — to consider the case of such pilgrim- 
centres and particularly of J^avadwip. J^he replies we received 
from the Government of India leave us absolutely no hope 
whatsoever that^ the inattfr, can be reconsidered. They point 
out — and I would request the hon’ble speaker who has moved 
this motion to consider his view-point as well, — that so far as 
Navadwip is cf)iicerned, although it is a centre of pilgrimage ♦ duriiTg 
the solar and lunar eclipses and although during these ellipses there 
takes place an influx of pilgrims just for a few days, yet tl^re is . a 
constant influx there of pilgrims owing to various other festivities 
which are held there, such as, the Has Jatra, the Dol Jatra and 
Maghi Purnima and Chaitra Sankranti and so on. The municipality 
has tp cope with all this, but the influx from an area of what we may 
call af free zone of 30 miles is hardly sufficient to justify the imposi- 
tion of this sort of taxation. A tax of this nattlre, as hon’ble members 
must realise, will of course be unpopular to persons who come to the 
l)hc o impelled by religious fervour for tlie purpose of ‘pilgrimage. This 
might have been juj^ified had Navadwip been such an all-India place 
of j)i]grimage as Hardwar, Benares or Puri. It is a holy place no 
doubt but is considered more holy by the Vaisnab sect than by 
any ^other sect. Nevertheless, it has not attained that popularity 
which the places I have mentioned before have. In fact, I believe 
that opposite this place, a sort of rival birth-place of Lord Gouranga 
has been put up on the otherside of the Ganges, and the Government 
di India feel that if they had to concede to such a request- in* a case 
like Navadwip the>' woi^ld be overwhelmed with applications from 
all provi.nceti, all of which contain more or less holy places /?pmparable 
to Navadwip, both in size as well as in holiness. ^ 

Moreover, Sir, I do not think that a taxation of the nature proposed 
will meet the situation, as a large number o^ pilgrims also come by 
boat, some come on foot, and a tax ^levied only on passengers coming 
by rail would hardly be equitable. 

, • 

Mr» RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: I am in a position to inform 
the Hon’ble Minister that 9i^ per cent, of the pilgrims come by rail. 
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Tln Hpn’Me Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Well, 1 am glad that 
the lion’bleNoj^ver has received private advice as to the percentage 
of the pilgrims •that come t(i Navadwip by rail,, but oun vi|w with 
regard to it is thant the percentage i!> not so considerable as 1 think 
that >H 4 jre persons come from withiii the free zone than from outxside. 
A legislation similar to the Puri Lodging House Act is also in force 
^n Navadwip, ^and this Act yields a certain amount, by way of taxation, 
^ bift the amount collected is riot very considerable, and it is spent on 
the advice of a local ^committee of which the District Magistrate is the 
President. It is utilized for the purpose of improving the s.aftitation 
of the town on the occasion of the pilgrimages. Thera i^ another 
difficulty. There are -othef municipajities also — I am “thinking in 
particular of the Chittagong Mjiinicipality. • For instance, the Chitta- 
gong Municipality also may apply for sgch a terminal tax, and from 
the point of view, thouglionot of sanctity, but of the influx of people 
to the town, the Chittagong Municipality is a bigger municipality than 
Na^dwip itself and is also of greater im])orlun(^e. There are other 
bodies also tlAt will similarly come up for such a tax, and the hon’ble 
members ^jill, I have no doubt, realise that the (jovermneiit of India 
will have no other alt(‘rnative but’ to turn down the proposal. 

Sir, a point has been raised by the hon’ble member that the sanita- 
tion of the ])lace is very unsatisfactory, and that the resources of the 
Navadwip Municipality are not sufficient to meet the requirement^j of 
these various ])ilgrimages. Well, Sir, thnt may be fto, and Hiis point 
deserves examin^ion., Navadwip Municipality is a fairly important 
municipalify and 4^he rate of assessment on the* houses there is higher’ 
than thai in many other municijialities, th-is high rate* of assessment 
being made in order that it may be able to meet tliese various obliga- 
tions. However, now that Uie matler has been brought to the notice of 
the Government, the Public Health Dejiartment will examine* the 
question, and it is clear that Government cannot keep si Tent over^the 
matter if it finds that the sanitary requirements of. the town cannot be 
met by the res/^)urc.es of the muiiicijiality alone. We shall (‘ertainly look 
into the, matter and see whether, we cannot he of any assistanc.e to the# 
municipality, but so far as the imposition of a cess is concerned; I rim 
afraid that Government realise the absolute luiposs^iility ^f sucli an 
imposition and they not think k advisable. Indeed, 1 tliiiik they 
would be rather stnlt jf jing themselves if this Govern me*nt werp to 
recommend sucli a proposal which they know definitely from the papers 
that they have in their pq^jstfssion, will be turned down by the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUD _ have* to thank the 

Hon’ble Minister for his partial sympathy, but I am afraid he is 
perhaps still under the* impression {hat Navjidwip is the, same Navadwip 
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as it used to be even ten years ago. I must, therefore, remind fiim of 
the fact that within* the last decade or so, ,Navadwip has connected 
with® another railway, namely, the Eastern Bengal Eailway, which has 
extefided its line as far as the Navadwip' Ghat, cfnd the number^ of 
pilgrims are going up by leaps and bounds every year. The poy«fihtion 
of Navadwip is not veiy big. Of course, I' am open to correction, but 
I think it might be something like 40,000; whereas dpring the lasV' 
eclipse about IJ lakhs of pilgidms went to bathe there, and the majority 
of them stayed there for about a week. This sudden influx of pilgrims 
for which the Navadwip Municipality is never prepared, naturally 
leads to thu outbreak of epidemics. Regarding the question of a free 
zone, that it is generally the custom that 30 miles is calculated as the 
free zone, I do not think it i^ unreasonable. Besides, the imposition 
of a half anna tax which it* also the general custom, will not result in 
any loss to the railway company. On ihe other hand, it is these pilgrims 
who will be very ver^ largely benefited. Many of them will be saved 
who might have died through lack of sanitation and other measiTres. 
Moreover, Navadwip, as the Hon’ible Minister has said, is a town 
practically of inter-provincial importance 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the hon’ble member wants a decision of the 
House io-day, he must conclude his remarks very soon. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY. So, the interprovincial 
importance of Navadwip should also be considered, because a very large 
number of Manipuris come to the town, also a good many pilgrims 
•from Assam and Cooch Behar. So, I hope this point will be considered 
by Governmcriv and they will try their .best to get a tax imposed. If, 
however. Government think that the Public Health Department of Gov- 
ernment can act as a substitute to this tax, I should be only too pleased 
to modify the terms of my resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is. that this 
Council is of opinion that the Goveniment of Bengal should take 
proper steps to move the authorities coiicerned-to levy a pilgrim tax 
"on tickets sold, by the different railways to passengers intending to 
travel to* Navadwip and Navadwip Ghat stations during the occasions 
of solar ahd lunAr eclipses and to make available the -prtjceeds there- 
from to the local municipality to' enable them lO undertake adequate 
precautionary, saqitaiy and conservancy meas-aAcs Tor the welfare of 
the pilgrims. 

Since which Dr. Eadha Kumud Mookherji has moved an amendment 
to add the words ‘^frorn outside a zone of 30 miles’^ after the words 
‘‘Ghat stations^’ in the fifth line. 

The question before the House is that this amendment be made. 

The aniendment was agreed to. 
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Mr.* PhfSIOENT: I will now put the resolution as amended, 
namely, that^^^s Council is df opinion that the Government of Bengal 
should take proper steps to move the authorities concerned tJ levy a 
pilgnm tax on tickets 8old*by^the different railways to passengers 
intenohig to travel to Nayadwip and Jfavadwip Ghat stations from 
outside a *7oue of 30 miles, during the oc(‘asions of s’o^ar and lunar 
^o^ipses and ^o make availal^le the proceeds therefrom to the local 
• municipality to enable them to undertake adequate precautionary, 
sanitary and conservanoy.aneasures for the welfare of the pilgiinis. 

The motion was agreed to. ^ ^ 

Mri PRESIDENT: The resolution * is, therefore, carried. 

As regards resolution No. 3 standings iti the name ,of Rai Keshab 
Chandra Banerjee Bahadi&r, it stands barred, because it is covered by 
the first resolution which has already been discusSed and voted upon. 

• • 

Rai SUrInDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: Sir, I beg to 
mote that this Council is of opinion that a local or public holiday be 
declared foi- tJie Rathajatm festival under tlie N(‘g()tiable Instruments 
Act. at least in the districts of Murshidabad and Hooghly where the 
Car festival is observed witli great pomp and peojile do give importance 
to this festival held at various places. 

Sir, I think I need ni)t say much on this resolution, as it us known 
to all members of this^ House and the Government that ’the Car festival 
is a sacrefl and important festival of the Hindus and even in some 
districts District Officers have decdared it a holiday. But some districts 
are deprived of that privilege. So, it is my praye'r that Government 
should decide and declare this day as a local holiday. 

With these words, as the time is very short, I move this resolution 
for acceptance of the House^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved that this Council ’is of 
opinion .that a local or public holiday be declared for tlie Raifmjatnt^ 
festival under the Negotiable Instruments Ac^ pt least in the districts 
of Murshidabad and Hooglily where the Car festival is observed with 
great pomp and people do give importance to this festival held at 
various places. • — , 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAUNI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I oppose the 
resolution. We have got a number of holidays and we do not want to 
increase it; and so far as Ratl^jatra is cpncerned it is q local Holiday; 
so, more holidays are not necessary * 

Mr. NARESH NAYh MOOKERJEE': Is,it a local holiday? 
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Til# Hon’ble Mr. NALINI^ RANJAN 8ARKER: No^it knot a 
local holiday but We are prepared to accept it as a local holiday, 
proxideA a holiday on some other Hindu festivities ij^cut. The number 
of holidays is very large and we do not want to increase it. 
is so important then w® prepared to giye a local holiday, provided 
it Is curtailecj from some other local holiday. 

Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN sInhA Bahadur: I would suggest 
that instructions be issued by (Government toNDistrict Officers if that is 
possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The suggestion of ihe Hon’ble Minister is that 
if the local people are agreeable to, substitute this holiday for some other 
Hindu liolidayi Governuieni are prej>ared to give effect to it. On this 
condition are you prepared to withdraw this resolution? 

Rai SURENDRA NARAVan SINHA Bahadur: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: it the pleasure of the House to ^permit' the 

hnirble member to withdraAv the resolution? 

(C-onsent of the House was received.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: By permission of the House the resolution is 
withdravfrn 

Dr. ARABINDA BARUA: Mr. President, Sir, . in view of what the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has said in connection with the resolution 
which was moved i)y Mr. Sinha, I do not propose to move my resolu- 
tion . 

Mr., PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
d-dO p.m. on Friday, the 10th Februaiy, 1939. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned tiJl 3-30 p.m. pn Friday, the 10th 
February, 1939. 



MflMBEES ABSENT. 


115 




ateent. 


The following members •were absent from the ineeiing^of tJie Cdniioil 
heldsjjg the 9th Eebruarj^ 19Jf9^: — 

(1) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 

(2) Mr8.*K. D’Rozario. * 

(3) Mr. Mohamad Hossain. 

(4) Alhadj Khan BShadur Shaikh Mirhammad Jan. 

(Fi) Mr. T, Tiumb. 

(6) Mr. H. P. Poddar. 

(7) Rai Sahib Indu Bhusan - 

(8) Rai Sahib Jatind.a Mohan Sen. 

^(9)^ Mr. D. H. Wilmer. 


a G. PrMt-1938-3^12299A-750. 




TAEn^ENGAL L^GlSLATiVE COUfYCll DEBATES 

• 

Council met in ih« Legislative Chamber of the LejrislaJ^ive^ 
Bniming, Calcutta, on Friday, the 10th Fehfuary, 19d9, at p.m., 
bein^^ the third day of the First Session, pursuant to ■ectiou (12 (V) (r/) 
of tlie (joverninent of India Atd, ]9d5. 

Mr. President (th&* iTon’ble Mr. Satyendha (^handra _Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Hill exodus. 

26. M#. LALIT CHANDRA DAs’: (o) Will lli(‘ llou’ble Minister 

in chai^'e (jf the binan((‘ Dt'partmeiit be ph'ased (o stat(‘ wheilKU* on the 
19th August, LKIS, in reply to iny (juestion No. 57 r(‘‘’’ar(ling Hill 
Exodus, the Hon’ble Minister promised to furnish information regard- 
cost iinolved in lioldino- Select (hnnmittec* nu'et inf’s at l)aT‘j(M‘linfi^ 
durino’ the last Summer Exodusy If so, will that infprnndion 1 m‘ 
fnrnislied now and will the lloirble Minister now state wind added with 
this cost was tlie total (‘X])enditure iireludinir the (‘X p(‘ndhur(‘ of' His 
ExeelJenc.y the dov' rnor and his staff durinf^* the last Summer Exodus 
to Darjeeliuf’ y . • 

• • • • 

(h) What has been Jibe excess in ex])enditur(; tor the last Summer 
Exodus to Darjeeliiif’* compared with the total (‘X ptmdit lire for the 
Summer Exodus there in PKliy 

(c) What has been the total t‘XjH‘nditure for the last Autumn Exodus 

(l9dS) to ])arjeelinf’*y • • • * 

(d) Who were the ofHcials iiudiiding Ministius and S‘ecretyries and 
others qualified, who did not avail themselv<\s of tin’ opportunity to^o'o 
to Darjeeling during the last* Autumn Exodus or did all goy. 

(e) Folkw’ing the exampbis of the Congress do^ernimuits at Madras, 

Bombay "and ITnit^ Provinces, (k) Ibuigal dovernment propose to' save 
costs by giving.u j) t ]^e Hill Exodus? * If not, why noty * ^ 

(/) Did the Swan Committee of 19^12 suggv.st retrenchment by giving 
up at least one exodus*t(T Darjeeling ? If so, why has not the Bengal 
Government accepted this suggestion at least in tufa as yety 

MINISTER in charge* Of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (thi^ 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker): (a) The cost on account of Select 
Committees was ifi?. 5,848. 'fliis twldetl Jo the figure whiidi I gave 
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in reply to the hon^hle inember^s question* at the last sessiru maWs 
Ks. 69,472 in all. P may add *for the iAformation o^ the hon’ble 
member thit the cost of the visits of His Excellency the' Governor and 
his staft to Darjeeling is more than counterbalanced by savings on the 
' Calcutta establishment. 

(b) Es. 6,45?. ' 

(c) Rs. 37,326. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) and (/) Government have not yet decided to abolish either trip, 
but they curtailed the second trip in 1938. 


Sf/J'tet7ie7U referred to in the repiy to quesition No. 2b, ahowinq the list 
of officials, entitled to f/o to Darjeelinq , who did not avail them- 
selves of the opportunity of qointf there during the last AvtuT,vit> 
Eirodus. 

(1) Hon’ble tlie President, T/egislative Council. 

(2) Hon’ble the Speaker, TiCgislative Assembly. 

(3) Secretary, Legislative Council Department. 

. (4) Member, Board of Revenue. 

(5) Corhmissioner of Excise and Salt. 

. (6) Director of Agriculture. 

(7) Director of Public Health. 

(8) Director of Public Instruction. 

(9) Inspector-General of Police. 

(10;'' Inspector-General of Registration . 

(11) Registrar, Co-operative Societies. 

(12) Surgeon-General with the Government of Bengal. 

’ (13) Chief Engineer, Irrigation. 

Public holiday for Vaisakhi Purnihia. 

27. Dr. ARABINDA BARUA: (a) WiB the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether hie is aware of the fact tha^ the Vaisakhi Purninm, the 
day of the birth, enlightenment and death of Lord Buddha, 
is observed by the -Buddhists and a large number of the 
Hindus, of this ProvinG3 as a day of great festival; 
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• 

• '(iljL whether he is aw^re of the fact that there is a great demand 
among the Buddhists as well as the** Hindus for having the 
declared a public holiday; 

(m) whether the Government are aware that Gautama Buddha, 
besides being the founder of the Buddhist religion, is .alsc/ 
regarded by file Hindus as one of*their avat(n\s; and • 

(iv) whether he is also, aware of the fact that the Buddhists and 
Hindus ’who observe this day as a day of festival, are put 
to muc4i inconvenience owing to the Government’s not 
declaring the day as a public holiday ? 

(b) Does the Hon’hlg Minister ^propose to declare* the Vaisakhi 
P'urniitw, a gazetted holiday?. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ^NALINI RANJAN SARKI^R: {a) (/) My 

information is that llie celebration of the festivtrt is confined to Buddhists 
total population in Bengal niimliers dl6,()dJ of whom the greater 
number, vfe., 233,242 are to be found in Chittagong Division. 

• (//)•! have seen a few representations from Buddhist organisations 

and have recently agreed to grant five days’ sectional holidays (includ- 
ing Yaisakhi Purnima) for Buddhists in the (3iittagong Division. 

(^//) Yes. 

{iv) Our calendar is already heavily burdened with holiday)^ and T 
think that the action T have taken by granting sectional holidays for 
Buddhists in fhe Chittagong Division sufficiently meets the real needs 
of the CTise. .• 

(6) The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Does not the lion'ble Minister think that 
sectional holidays are absolutely meaningless, and it pauses htydshi]) 
to the ])e()j)le? As, for ejLamjde, I might say tliat on tlie kist Btikrid 
festival Muhammadans were given tw*o additional holidays which may 

be called sectional holidays 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr.* NAiLINI RANJAN SfiJlKERi I have never said 
anvthiim’.^ljnut Muhammadan holidays on this (fbcasion! • 

• 

Mr. KADERHIh^KSH : On such sectional holidays only Buddhist 
employees in Government service will not come, but others will have 
to come. For example^, pleaders will have to come though they may 
be Buddhists; nay, they will be*compelled to come to courts for their 
business. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ NA 

member please repeat his question? • “ 


TT iJix tilt; ijvru 
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Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, my questioja was this : Does^/nof the 
H'on'ble Minister t})in^ that sectional holit^ys should be^turned into 
generaMioydays in the iiiimest of the efficiency of admimstration and 
also for tlie purpose of giving them an opportunity of enjoying the 
Jiol\days peacefully? • 

The Hon’ble'Mr. KALINI RANJAN BARKER: No. . 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: 1 take' it, Sir, that our 
present (jov^Ji/Hiieut is also representing the minority communities in 
Jiengal. In view of the fact that there is not even one Buddhist holiday 
in the Scheduled List, will (xovernment consider declaring tliis most 
important Buddhist festival holiday? 

The Hon’ble Mr, NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 have done what 
I could. 1 am nol jirepared to. take any other action. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Hoiride Minister awif/e tha’i 
sectional holidays really mean no holidays at all? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: That is not so. 

Mr. Hl/MAYUN KABIR: Is the 11 on’bh^ Minister aware that 
sectional liolida,\s im‘ap further accumulation of* work and further 
labour for the p(*rsons who are su])posed to be tpijoyin'g* these sectional 
holidays? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: All holidays aro 
like this. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, in view of the specially 
vsacred (diaracter of the iiarticular day mentioned/ a day sacred both 
tortile Hindus and io the Buddhists, and in view .of the fact that the 
Buddhists, culturally speavking, need not bet regarded as a separate 
♦com in unity, hiay 1 Sisk tlit‘ Ilon’ble Finance Minister show a 
little more condescension in the niatter of that siiigularly sacred day 
by ineluding that day in the list of holidays? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJA^I SARK^R: Is that a question, 
Sir, from an ex-Iveader of the Opposition? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if, in view tpf tjhe fact that he has been pleased to 





12l‘ 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

g^anl^his holiday lor Irte Buddhists iii the Chittati^onff Division, he 
will allhs^^ that holiday jto be extetided to tlie Buddhists oiih in -the 
rest of the^iroviiice!-^ 

vThe Hon’ble Mr. NALfNI RANMN BARKER: 1 shall roimd^ 
that. • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you. 


Comments un the White Paper. 

S C‘ 

• 

28. Khan Bahadur SAtYED M^U/VZZAMUDDIN KOSAIN:' (a) 

Will the Hou'lile Minister in char^'e of'the Finance Deparinieni kindly 
state if lie lias taken note of the (‘ornnienVs of th(‘ nieiiilaus of the 
^.''’‘Uiicil on tlie \\niile Ihijxu- showing* sli'fi.s taken and jiroposed to be 
taken on#tlie recomnnuidations of tJie Suan UetriMichnient ( ’oininil ttH‘ 
(7^) Do the ( fov<‘innienl i)ro])ose to apjioint a ('omniitteo consistinj^ 
of menibers of both ('hanib(‘ps to examine the Wliit<‘ Paper ])roposals 
and to J 4 ’iv(‘ their eon.Nidered opinion on each item?' 

(e) AVill (h(‘ (Jovernment Vie ])leas(‘d to state wlietlier any modi- 
fications are bein^’’ jiroposed h\ them with regard to the ,sugg<\stions 
made in the CV iiiicil ‘r' 

The Hon’bje ^^r. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: (a) Yes 

(h) No. 

* i • . . 

(c) A further review was ordered and a further White Paper will 
soon be issued. ' 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will •the llon’liie 

Minister pliaiM* state tin* grounds for which he’ does not. like to ap[)oinl 
a (Jomniitlee to examine thi.s proposal’' 

The Hpn’ble Mr. •NALINI RANJAN SARKER:/1)e( •ause the 
SpeciaWM^e^^i ^^^ doing his worj^, and until that is finished it is no ii^e 
appointing a connnittee. 

Khan Bahadur Si^lYED MUAZZAMUDDin nusai N : Lou 1(1 we 

expect that after the Special (3fjii(‘er’s work is finished, he will he pleased 
to appoint a (committee?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: May be : I cannot 
say definitely. * 
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t • * 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 could not the preceding (^stidn 
properly and so perhaps my question may be|ithe same as th^^^revious 
question, «buj what I wanted to ask is: does the Hon’ble ii^nister con- 
sider the advisability of appointing a committee when this Special 
ryfioer has prepared his report ? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I cannot say that 
now. 


♦ f, 

Akhaura as an important centra of Jute trade. 

I t 

29. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minisler in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to staie whether it is a 'fact that Akhaura in the districT"of 
Tippera (Brahmanbaria subdivision) is an important centre ol trade in 
jute ? , c 

(h) Is it a fact that Akhaura jute is one of the best type in Bengal 
in quality? 

(r) Is it a fact that the only possible mode of carrying jute to 
Akhaura for sale is by boat by river Titash? 

{(1) Is it h fact that by accurtiulation of sandvsilt carried by river 
Plourah from Tripura Hijls, Titash is being gradual^/ silted up at the 
place .where Houraji river joins with it? Is it p fact "that the river 
Titash has been rendered unfit for navigation by, ordinary country boat 
by the gradual raising of its bed at the said junction of the two rivers? 

(e) Do Government propose to take such sleps as will not allow 
any accumulation of sand and silt at the said junction and will wash 
such sand and silt curried by tlie current of the stream in future ? 

(/) Are GoV’ernmeiit aware that the present Course and the direction 
of tjie current of Hourah river at the said junction is of such a nature 
til at it impedes the easy flow of the stream of Titash river thereby 
causing an accumlation of saiid and silt deposits* at the said place? 

{(/) Do Government propose to get* expert opinioq wlicuref^it is at 
all possible to change the course of the river Hourah ji^ar that junction 
in such a manner as tvill not allow any accumulation of sand or silt 
deposit and wdll also increase the vstrengtli of ^he current of both the 
rivers in such a manner as to allow the stream to wash away the silt 
and sand? 

(h) Do the Government* propt/se to take any steps to change the 
course of the river Hourah at the -said junction or adopt any other means 
to remedy the existing state of «ffai>*8? 
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"MVfllSTER in charj^ of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPAR’MI^NT (the .^Hon’ble Maharaja .Srischandra Nandy,' of 
Cossimbaza^ : (a) and id) Yes. 

(6) I have no information. 

(c^ Carriage by boat appears to be the most economical. 

(e) t(\(h) Expert opinion lioWs that the siltation^in the Tit ash river 
from Akhaura to Ujanishar and the lower reach of the Hounili river 
is mainly due to^ the Meghna flood at Lalpiir holding? up tlie discharge 
of the Titash and that diversion of the course of the Hoiirnh river will 
not change the situation. No other remedy which* iff suitahle for 
adoption can he snggegted hy f he ^experts. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA:* Will the Ilo«T>le Miiiisler please 
state if Governiiient '.s contemplating the adoption of any remedy for 
the purpose ? * 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

* Sir, .f have already said that no remedy can he sugg(‘st(‘d (‘Vtm hy 
experts for the time being. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I liavc received notice ‘of an adjoui’nrnent 
motioj^froni Khan Jlahadnr S. Fazal Kllahi to move thal the Inislnoss 
of the Council he adjourned for the puT])Ose of * dfscussing a d*efinite 
matter of public importance to show the sympathy of tin’s House in 
general and of the Jlengal Muslims in jiarticnlar, with the ihilestim^ 
Arabs and Palestine affairs on whom nntold niismies and hardships 
are being wrought in their fight for the protection oh their rights and 
self-respect, by the Mandatory Power and the J( 3 ws t(* record its 
complete sympathy with tJie Arabs and assure them thaf Beugal is 

♦ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN SARKER: Sir, if I ihay be 
allowed tcv interrupt, \he gentleman who* gave notice of this motion 
is not this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Well, i am merely reading it: — beind tiiem 
in their ordeal at thi§ Tfioinent of despair. I understand the hon’ble 
member is not present in this House, so I think there is no necessity of 
placing the motion before^ t^^e IToiis^. 

* 

Mr. KADER JBAKSH. Ci^nnot, Si’r, any othei member move it 
on his behalf? 
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GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Jute Ordinance, 4938. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may 1 place ^copies 
of Ihe »Jnte Onliiidiioe before the Housed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Heii’Iile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 lay before the 
IloiLse a copy ol the Jute Ordinance, lJd8. 

-» 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Sc<*r*^tary will jileasc circulate copies of 
the Jute OrdiiiaiHc to the lion hie members. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1, Sir, - Sb 

your ptujiiission, ^ive noiict's of two motions on Ikdialf of 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan who is unavoidably ahsent to-day, in connection 
willi two non-offi(‘ial llills? 

1 have tlie honour to ^‘ivc notice that 1 dc>ir(‘ to mo\c in tlio current 
session of tlie Jhui^'al Legislative (bmmdl the lollowinn* annuidment to 
Mr. Nur Ahmed, M.L.Cb’s motion that his Hill to amend the Jlen^*al 
Juvenile' Simd^ino- Act, HHI). be circulated for flu* ])urpose of elicitin^>* 
opinion th(‘reon h> the JOIh April, naniel.\ , that the Hill be 

circulat-ed for tin* purpose of eliciting- opinion theVton by the dlst 
October, 19J9. , . 

I have also (he hommr to ‘»ive notice that I'desiie to move in th(‘ 
current session of th(‘ Jhm^'al Lefiuslati ve (buincil the fo.llowin^’ amend- 
ment to Mr. Nur Ahmed, AI.li.T.’s motion that his Hill for the amend- 
ment of' the Henj^al Food Adulteration Act, 1919, be circulatiul for the 
purpose of elicitin*;’ opinion thereon by the -K'fth Aiiiil, 19J9, namely, 
that- th(‘ Hill be circulated foi' the pur])ose of (dicitinn- opinion thereon 
by ^^Oth June, 1989. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) 

• • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the item relating 
to the motion of Sir Hijoy Hrasad Singh Koy tha* the Bengal Tenancy 
(Sec'ond Amendment') Bill, 19J8, be takten info consideration. 

. Maharaja Sir MANMATHA^ NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh: May I, Sir, rise on a point of order? I take objection to 
this Bill being taken up to-diiy. la accordance with section 83 of the 
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niile^nd Standing Orders oi this House, sevei) days’ notice is required, 
and I hope \"ou will see'thal the rfohts of tliis House are not trampled 
down in this case, and ihat the llon’ble Mhiisier •^ives us the usual 
seven days’ notice to sc*nd in amendments that we uii^ht think fit. 

The Hon’ble Sir BiYOY PRASAD SINttiH ROY: Sir, as you are 

aw’are it, is your luling tliat ^linihteis of (ioveinnu'ni should ^ive 
notice on the flooi* of the House personally. So, 1 i-ould not ^ive notice 
earlier and I would r|*(iuest you. Sir, to relax the rule in your discretion 
to shorten tlu^ period of notice, it you n)a\ he so pleased. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The Chair has on several oi'casions in the {wsl 
suspended the pi-ovisions o.f this rule. Hut su(*h procedujt‘ cnnnot be 
expected to be rejieated on every oicfTsion, paitii'iihirly when it tmids 
to emu’oach on the li^jits of the members of this House. I had o(‘casion 
to explain at lenj^th the reasons why the ri^lils of the llon’ble Ministius 
aie not raeunbeis of tin’s House are, unlike those of the members, 
strictly limited to the pioceedin^s as take place within th(* foui' walls 
of tlys (.diam'bei*. Diiliculties whidi have been pointed nut by the 
Hon’ble Minister on the present occasion are likely to occur fiequt'ntly 
so loii^' as at least om* or two Ministers are not ap])ointed from 
amonj^’st the members oj this House. 1 am afraid T (‘annot overlook the 
])oint (d ord(‘r so stroiij^ly pressed by the Maharaja of Santosh and I am 
not irndined to suspend the provisions of tin’s rule which seems to have 
been ob^e] vij^d more *in th(‘ breach than in its olisej vance, so far. 

The Hon’Ule Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What is the 
period of notice that you consider necessarv, Sir?' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: hull seven days. 

The next motion involves the same lule as ref^axds the peiiod of 
notice. As there is no cXhei* work, the House now stands adjourned till 
•3-‘10 p.m. on Monday. 


Adjournmenb 

The Councif^t'hen adjourned till 3-30 p.m. on Monday, the J3th 
February, 1939’.* ’ 
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Members' absent. 

The fVillowiii^' ineiiihers were absent from thte meeting’ held on the 
UHii February, UKFJ:— 

K. rVRozario. 

(2) Khan Bahadur S. Fazal Ellahi. 

(‘\) Nawiajbzada Kamruddin Haider. 

(4) Hr. Mohatrimed Hossain. 

(b) Mr. T. Hamb. 

(b) Ml . T. McFarlanc. 

(7) Mr. 11. V. X^ddar. 

(8) Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. 

(9) Mr. D. H. Wilmar. 


B. G. Pi^«8-1938-39-ia3SoA— 750. 



tHE BENGAL Lf aSLATlVE COUNaL DEBATES . 

H % 

The Council met in the Legislative ChamJber of the Legislative 
Building,. Calcutta, on Monday, the 13th February 1939, at 3-30 p.m^ 
being the fourth day o'!' the First Session, pursuant to section i]2{2){a) 
of the Goyernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President, (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyenhua Chandha Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Ghaukidari Enquiry^' CommittM. 

30. Mr, * KAMIN> KUMAR DUTTAi; (a) Will the HoiPble 
•►Mii^ister ill charge of ilie Hoim^ Depart in cut be jileased to state whether 
in respect^of the following Committee appointed by the Government any 
provision has been made for getting interim report as to the jirogress 
of the* work dune by sueli (knnmittee : — 

“The Committee appointed to empiire into the working of the 
(diaukidari system throughout the Province of Bengal”? 

{}>) Has any interim report been made by the said Committee? 

(c) Do th|! Government intend to'give publicity to the interim 

leports^if any, received by them? t 

' • . 

{(1) Have any steps been taken by the. Goveriun^iiff to kee]) itrself and 

ihe public informed of ’the progress and the iiatul e of work done by that 
Committee? 

MItllSTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin>: (a) No. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 

(d) Government have kept themselves constantly informed of 4lie 
^progress of the work of the Committee. No useful purpose* wuilld be 
served by informing the public of the work of the iJommiUee during the 
progress of’ ^iuS:-jrlcliberut ions. ^ 

* * • 

The Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Act. 

m 

31. Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the' Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of tlie Home Department be p^leased tg state— 

(a) when the Bengal Cruelty to ’Animals (Amendment) Act 
received the assent of His Excellency the Governor and when 
it was published in the (^alcn^fti Gazette* 
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(6) whether the Haa’ble Minister as Chairman of the Select Com- 
mittee and also while submitting Jthe Report of the Select 
0;jmmittee to the Council promised there to extend without 
delay the operations of the Amendinjt Act by Gazette notifi- 
cation to the districts of Howrah and 24-Parganas and 
whether such promise appeared also in the Select Com- 
mittee Report ; 

(c) whether that promise has been carried out; if so, by what 
Gazette notification; and if not, whether Government pro- 
po'Se to do so now ; 

(d) whether Government is aware’ that people ot llurdwan and 
Hoo<»hly held meetinj^s and made representations to extend 
the oi)erations of thijt Amending? Act to those districts also; 
and 

(e) whether Governiiient propose to extend th^ Act to those dis- 
tricts also? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The assent ef His 

Excellency the Governor was received on the Gth of April, and the Act 
W'as published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 5th May, 1938. 

{})) It was stated that Government proposed to extcmd tlie Act to 
the distii(‘ts of 24-Paixanas and IRnvrah. 

(c) The Act, can only be extended if organisations are set up to 
%ork its provisions. Negotiations whiclj aie not yu,t eonlplete are at 
present in progress witli certain societies and municipalities of the two 
districts for the purpose. 

{d) Government are aware that a meeting was held in Burdwan but 
they have no information that any meeting was held in llooghly. 

(e) Not at present. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state when the negotiations were started? This arises out of the 
answer to clause (r). 

The Hon’Uie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Soon passing 

of the Act. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I desire- to know the month in 
which the negotiations were started. 

The Hcn'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

< 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state when the neg<'tiations {trb likely to be complete? 
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**TIm Hon’ble Khwajil Sir NAZI MU DD IN; It all depeiuls apon 
when those people are in?a position*to put up .the money and set up an 
organisation. I may add that the hon’ble melfther must Itealise that a 
mere extension of the Act will not serve any useful ‘purpose, 
unless and until there is an organisation, tod unless and. until 
there is a fund provided to give effect* to the provisions .of the 
Act, e.g.^ the establishment of way-bridges for the ^detection of cases 
of overloading under section *13; establishment of infirmaries for the 
treatment and c^re of animals in respect of which the offences are said 
to have been committed under section 14; appointment,«of veterinary 
inspectors, and way-bridge officers under section 15 f Opening of a 
central store-house to ‘l^ep the excess loads removed from the animals 
or any loads carried by th'e animals seized. It has also to be deter- 
mined whether the fines realised undef the Act should be credited to 
Government nr to an^ corporate body to whom it may be decided to 
entrust the administration of the Act. * 

Mfi LIfVLIT CHANDRA DA8: Were negotiations started with the 
.Howrah Municipality? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In what stage are those negotiations 
now ? 

The*hon’b3d Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDI.N: We. u^c waiting for their 
formal proposids to ha made. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can the Hoidble Minister give us a 
probable time liy which these negotiations are likely t.o be completed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ; Well, Sir; I ha^^e already 
stated that it all dejiends upon when these people can find the jmjriey 
and* set up an organization. The matter does* not lie • witdi the 
Government. 

Medical aid to women in the viljages. 

32. Mr. NUR AHMEb: (a) W^ill the Hon’blc Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and MediOal Department be pleased to state what 
steps the Government hav€^ t^ken up .to tjiis date tob bring medical aid 
to women in the villages? • 

(b) How manj^ hospitals aijd dispefisaries have been established in 
Bengal exclusively for the village ammfefiolk of tins province?^ 
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(c) Have the Government ever tried any experiment of starting aity 
“travelling hospital on wheels’’ fer the benefit of the women of the 
villages?^ not, do the Government intend/ to start the same in the 
near future? ‘ 

• (d) What amount 6f money a year do the Government spend on 

medical relief for the women in this province? 

The Hoii»ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Minister 
in oharge of the Public Health and Medical Department): (a) Women 
are treated iij' the same institutions in the villages as men. No special 
steps have been taken by Government for providing sepjimte medical 
treatment for women in the rural c^ieas. 

(b) No dispensaries or bospitpls for the exelnsive use of village 
women have been established by (Government. T^e only hospital in the 
province known to provide medi(*al aid exclusively for village women- 
folk are the TUtanpur Mission Female Hospital in the district of Niwfe 
and the Jiaganj Mission Hospital in the district of Mnrshidabad. 

(c) No. 

(d) No sei)arate figures are maintained in resj)ect of expenditure on 
medical relief for women in the province as a whole. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: In view of the general prejudice in the 
rurttil are«is of woinen to take the same medicitl relief as men, do 
Government proj>ose st 4 irting any special arrangements for women? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It is firstly and primarily 
the concern of the local body to make arrangements for medical relief 
in rural areas ; se(X)ndly, I do not agree about the hoii’ble member’s 
statement almut there being a general prejudice among women to attend 
the hospitals. 

^Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Have Government any information 
about the relative proportion of men and' women treated in the rural 
hospitals ? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No;Jhere is no such 
information in the possession of Government. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdEE Bahadur: Is it-noi a fact 
that in th^ District Boards anc^ Government dispensaries there are 
separate entrances for men .and women? 

The Hon’ble Mr H. 8. 8AIHRAWARDY: Not m all dispensaries. 
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• * • 

distribution of Bulls. . 

1 * . 

33. Rai'Bahadur BUilENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: %Yill the 

Hon’ble Minister in chtirge of the Veterinarj^ Department be* pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that bulls of improved breed were distribuir 
ed by the Government for improving the Breed of the country, cattle 
and for encouraging the rearing of well-known • breeds of heavy milkers 
in Bengal, and if so, is he aware that the object of such distribution 
has failed as the*uplyge|) of such bulls presents difficulties. for want of 
suitable pasturage in spite of the free supply of napiep cuttings by 
Government farms for local cultivation to produce fodth*r for sinli 
cattle? 

(b) If so, does the Hon’ole Mini.ster* propose to take suitable legis- 
lative or other measures to provide 8ui1;a1>le provision, of grazing grounds 
in villages arid unions^ 

the Hpn’ble Nawab Khwaja HABfBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca (on 
behalf of Minister in charge of the Veterinary Department); (ff) Bulls 
*of improved breed have been di'^tributed by Government for improving 
the breed of cattle in the province. These bulls are being mainlained 
mostly free of cost by the local people and the Unitm Ikmrds are render- 
ing considerable assistance in the matter. Difficulties arc however 
being felt in .some pLaces on account of wilful neglect of the bulls by the 
caretakers but prompt action is always taken to relieve such caVefakers 
of the bulls in their charge and to put iH^tter men tin their plae(*s. It 
is not (MUTect to say that any difficulty is being felt, far less to say that 
the scheme lias failed on account of want of suitable pasturage*. ' On 
account of the prcssun' of population on land suitable for habitation or 
cultivation, the provision of adequate pasture-lands in this provinee is 
not a practical proposition nor do they afford a solution tor the prohbun 
of fodder in the province. The depariimmt is trying to solve the pro- 
blem by poj)ularising the cultivation of fodder* crops, ^larticularly 
Napier grass. It has been found on experienee that an-aere of Napier 
grass mai’ntains ten animals in good eondition wliereas’ an acre of 
pasture i’s not enough even to keep one animal in good condition. If 
the advice /)f the department is accepted Jiy all, it will be enough to 
grow g^ss on the little fallow land attached to every, homestead 

and it wi|l not 6e necessary to convert valuable arahje lands into 
pastures which"’ wmfld be both uneconomical and impracticable. The 
department is also encouraging other forms of fodder such as silage- 
making, • 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURV: 'is the Government aware 
that most of thes^ bulls have turne^ ouj to be very poor specimens P 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULIlAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

So far as Government are aware, it is not so. 

Mr. RAflAilT PAL CHOUDHURY: Is any pedigree' kept regard- 
ing the distribution of these hTills? 

f ‘ 

The Hon’ble , Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE BaMur:* Is it a fact that 
these bulls wore ofFere<l by Government for sale fa the public at Rs. 250 
per head P ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBU^ti.AH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of the fact, Sif*. I will enquire. 

t 

Rai KE8HAB CHANbRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Is it not a ^ac t 

that for these bulls Government offered a maintenance-premium of 
Rs. 10 a month P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of the fact, Sir. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

I have received notice of a motion to adjourn the business of the 
House from Rai Keshab Chandra Ranerjee Bahadur, which reads thus: 

“That the House do now adjourn to discuss the situation created in 
the district of Noakhali due to communal riots leading to the petition 
of the people to the Subdivisional Officer, Fern, the District Magistrate 
of Noakhali, and to the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division about 
the anarchical and cliaotic state of affairs in the said district.” 

Before I decide whether this motion is in order or not, will the 
bon^ble member concerned explain how his motion may be regarded as 
of public importanceV 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur:"' Yes, Sir, it ia 
in this way. It was only yesterday that my attention was drawn to a 
petition submitted to the Subdivisional pfficer, Feni, by certw). residents 
of Sonagachi police-station in the Feni subdivision of Noakhali district, 
drawing the attention of t^^e locjil authorities to certain excesses com- 
mitted by unruly persons in the said subdivision. Sir, may I have your 
permission to read the petitioi^P ^ ^ 
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193 ?.], 

• .Mfi PRESIDENT: Yes, you may. 

Rai KESHAB CHANbRA BANERJEE Bahadur: .Tl^ petition is 
in Bengali. 

“®(TOtr 4*\eic< <tH ?fasr «trt?TOfai 

Sa? 5PSWM5 «i^ I Npnfw 

affW mTk WwRj 8t"5PrT < 1*114 <i'*to •« arpt %iw a w wi Tw 
apnt Kvjiitow i ^tsrwsr 5tro 55 , ara "ro. h*w 

•^wuhTwc*’ 8i^ ffiRH .m aiiHHKi at? 7 t fn«[yr ^ asR 

i^TtiRRTOt nwT HiMKifw fsK«w <;fR sETaitsr turn .-spafa 

\'H4V e c^pgtr rrr rtoy gTPWFm.wfrro wA Mgg vM gr 

TOt STO TOI*- eroaSRg 44^ PIRR gRR «R t>0 lie I8a <R5tr cifsw lipg; 
RRIR H,»WKI< ^tfgjrtgt «i5B%tR‘.«57t ^tPa W l fW fgpgg apTOBt ^ 

»pafiy i'(>«(W4 fg!f& swatf«R Hgi*c« a?- 

576 ^ RRit a^ aAsRiii Bt5<« afggg amAr, spafc \n« wi < nmnfw 
AcRgg^R R asR 5Rit?TR CRT <R ?fiRR Irt BiRaT fgR;;;a«t spinw 
ft^irR gRRa WIH SRR ^tfoa^a S R lA BRfofasRR ®RR aRRT 4sil< BtTPPt 

m\"* • 

It*i,s understood that about 90 villagers have signed the representa- 
tion. Then, Sir, the Subdivisional Officer of Feni has issued a notice 
on the people of the subdivision which runs as follows: 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You iijay give us only the sub8tall(‘^ o,f llie 
notice instead uf reading the whole of it. • * , 

Mr.JIAMiDOL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I know, Sir, from 
what paper he*is reading.^ He seems to .be reading, from a newspaper. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: It is from Desher 
Bani, a weekly* paper published in the Noakhali district which contains 
this notice. 

(Several hoirble meipbers w^anted to know the dale on which the 
notice w^as published ia the paper referred to.) . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8.. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of oMer, 
Sir. The hon’ble ‘menjber is rather giving the. facts albout his inolion 
than giving reasons that would make it of public# imjiorlfence. ^ 

’* * A 

Mr. PRE8I^DENT: That is exactly what I wanted to know from 
the hon’ble member. He is to satisfy the Chair that the matter 
referred to in his motion is of public importance. If it is based simply 
on a petija^ reported to have Ijeen submitted by certain persons to the 
district authorities, then I am afraid it would be difficult to regard 
the matter as of public importance. *, * , • 

* Authoriaed En^sh translation, of this Bengali extract will be found in the 
Appendix. - • 
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Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, it is ^not 

my intention to embaiVass the Government ^in any way by bringing 
forward «thi| mption. My object is only to draw the attention of the 
Government to the report which has been publisjied in the newspaper so 
that the Government ipay be in a position to look into the matter and 
^ke appropriate action. 

(Again there ^as a demand from several members to kno^ the date 
-of the paper.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, how do you make out that your motion is 
urgent? 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BAN ERJ EE. Bahadur: It is urgent, Sir, 
because these riots have culminate^l in injuries to the public and also in 
loss of property. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Does the hon^ble meiClSer 
take upon himself the responsibility fo.r the statement made ii/the news- 
paper referred to? It may be that it is quite a fictitious storyr given 
-currency to in that local paper. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: If it is a 

fictitioufs story, then the paper responsible for the publication of the 
story may he brought to book. 

The Hon’ble Khawaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Under whTtt Act? 
There is no section in any Act under which you can prosecute such men. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Yes, there is an Act 
under which you can prosecute them. 

t 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What is that Act, please 
name itP 

C 

Mr. NAR^NDRA CHANDRA DATTA: Well, consult your own 
lawyers? (Laughter.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Your motion says that communal riot has given 
rise to an anarchical and (ihaotic state of affairs^ ip the district. If you 
want to maintain that position on the fetsis of informatioiPWher than 
what is coptained in the , petition^ published^ in a local paper, then, of 
^ourse, the matter may be held to Ibe of public importance. But 'if the 
motion is based only on a petition submitted to the district authorities, 

1 am afraid it cannot be regarded ps urgent. ^ ^ 
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•R« KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I have already* 
stated the urgency of the ^matter, and with regard to the second point, 
namely, how it is a matter of urgent public iihportance. I woaild like 
to add that it is self-evjdent that it concerns the welfare of .a large 
number of people of that district. From past experience we have seen 
that unless these things*are nipped in the bud, the whole district inay* 

be involved in serious disturbances, and we want to avoid that.* 

• 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs May 1 support liim, Sir, 
in saying that it is very urgent? Hut before supporting it on the 
ground of urgency, I would like to know whether the lu>r.’ble member 
is prepared to take upc^n himself the responsil)ility f(yr the truth of 
the facts, w^hether he has made personal emiuiries and ft)und that 
really a petition like this has been .submitted, and whether pel sons 
whose names appear arj‘ in existence really, or whether it is a fictitious 
proj>oganda by a (’ertain jiajiei which so long lived in obscurity and 
wants suddenly to come into limelight* 

« 

. Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: W ith regard to 
the point about personal enquiry, 1 would like to mention 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. That is not necessary. Exhaus- 
tive personal enquiries, as suggested by Mr. Ilamidul Huq (-howdhury. 
may not always be possible before tabling an adjournment .motion 
inasmuch as one of the essential conditions wdiich have got tY) be 
fulfilled in the case of such a motion is that .the incident referred to 
must be of recent oc<;urrence. But I think’ the hon’ble member, who' 
has given notice of this motion ought to be in a position to take upon 
himself the responsibility for the statement about the situation in the 
Noakhali district which has appeared in the local weekly paper inferred 
to by him. By the way, has that report appeared only in one paper 
or in several papers? ^ 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: I'uave' read the 
report in* tw''o papers, one a. local paper Deshrr Bani and another a 
Calcutta daily The rapports have lieen jiublished in Avanda Bazar 
Patrihi in ’Calcutta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 understand, Sjr, that 
the local weekly paper referred to also does not accept any responsibility 
for the report. *^It merely sets out a petition. 

t 

Maharaja Sir MANM^T^A N/^TH^ RAY C^OWOHURY, of 
SantOSh: Sir, may I make a siiggestiioii P .1’ think as the Leader ' 
this Party I should be able to persuade my friend not to press the 
motion provided tne Government is# in a position tp make a statement 
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now fo allay the anxiety that is being felt on this side of the House. 
Whatever information *they do poisess may be furnished to the House. 
It may he ^aken as a short-notice question, if you so please. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The purpose of an adjournment motion is 
primarily to draw the attention of the House and of the Ministers to 
certain definite Matter of urgent public importance and to .enable the 
House to disimss the same and thus give the Ministry of the day a 
chance to justify their aclion. I would like tq hear , what the Hon^ble 
Home Minister has got to say on this. 

'r 

^ f 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZ|MUDDIN:.Yes, Sir. First of all, 
the matter is very soon going .to b*e snh judioe as the local police have 
started one or two cases. But div view of the request . 

Mfi PRESIDENTS Has there been any case started already? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe so. But I think. 
Sir, that in view of the statement that has been made by the incvcr, T 
should say a few words. Actually there is evidence to show that all 
those people whose houses w(*re invaded by the crowd testified that the 
local Muslims came out and defended them. Bractic^ally no body was 
seriously injured and the whole trouble was due to the rumours that a 
very hirge number of iif)-(‘ountry Hindus had been brought in to stop 
the Muslims from performing K'orbani, Hut as soon as, they realized 
that the rumour was nqt true, the crowd dispersed. ‘ There w^s slight 
damqge to property but practically nobody was .mjured, and certainly 
there is no ajiprehension of any serious riot at the present moment nor 
has there been any serious riot in the Noakhali district during the 
last two or three months. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motions tor adjouriqnent should always be 
construed ver.v strictly, and unless a ease has been made out about the 
urgency of the matter in regard to which a discussion is sought to be 
raided, the motion wdll not, strictly s])eaking, be in order. However, 
I think, that after the statement made by tke Home Minister, the 
mover will mil press' his motion. Otherwise, I shall have forgive my 
ruling as to wdiether his motion is in order or not. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, it has never 
been my intention to press this motion to vole and *in .^dew of the 
candid and reasonable statement made^oy the Hon^ble Hom^Minister, 

I take leave of th^ House to, withdraw the emotion. 

, c 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not necessary. It has npt. been put before 
the House yet. I ^ake it that yourdo not w^ant to press it. 
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COVERNMEHT BUSINESS/ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahdatir/ of . Dacca: 

I have the honour to J 4 ‘ive iiotioa of niy intention to move tlie I'ollovving’ 
resolution durinj^ the current se'^sion of .the llen^al Le^isliilive 
Council: — • • 

*‘This Council is of opinion that it is desirahle tliat the following:: 
matters being; matters enumerated in the rrovincial 1 legislative List, 
should be regulated in this province by an Act of the Federal J^egis- 
latuie, namely, (1) statistics of employment and { 2 } cjfetnces against 
and jurisdictioii and powers of Courts with resi>ect to t'he said Act of 
the Federal Jiegislature”. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMjoblN: 8ir, 1 Ibeg to give notice 
that I intend* to move*the following amendipent with regard to the 
motion to be moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed, M.li.C., tiiat the Bengal 
Suppressiq;;! of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, lOdS, be (‘inuilated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dOth April, 19d9. 

The amendment is that the said Bill be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting public opinion thereon by the dOth August, 19d)}). 

Th3 Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have the honour 
to give notice that 1 intend to move on the ITth February ’ (luring 
the current session of the Bengal Jieg;islative Council tliat the Bengal 
Tanks Improvement Bill, J9d8, be taken into consideration, and that 
the Bilb,*as settled in Council, be passed. . * 

Sir, by an oversiglit the notice of the motion was’ not given on the 
first day, and may I request you. Sir, to suspend the rules of business 
and allow this motion on short notice 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope there will be no objejction from the 
niemlbers al)out it. * 

(There .was no objection from any quarter.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY 'PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have the 
honour to give notice tKat at the ensuing Session of the Bengal Legis-^ 
lative Ccnincil, I shall move by-way of amendment to the motion for 
reference to a Select Committee of the Bengal Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy Bill, 1937,* by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin *1108310, 
M.L.C., that the^ill feft circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon di Februa^, 1940. 

Th« Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SLNCH ROY: Sir, i have the 
honour to givij-uotice that at the eneJing sMsioii of the Bengal Legis, 
lative Council, iNhall move by way of amendment to the motion for 
reference to a Select Committee of 4he Bengal Land Alienation Bill, 
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1938, by Khan Bahadar Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, M.L.C., that 
the Bill be ciiculated tor the purpose of eliciting public opinion there- 
on by the f^lst August, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Sir BliiQ.Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 have the 
honow to give r^tice that at the ensuing session of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council I shall move by way of amendment to the "toiotion for 
reference to a Select Committee of the Bengal Emergency Rent Remis- 
sion Bill, 1938, by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 
M.Jj.C., thaj' the Bill be circulated for the puii)ose of eliciting opinion 
thereon !by ‘^9th February, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

Sir, I have tlie honour to give notice that 1 intend to move the following 
amendment with regaid^to the — 

(1) Mussalmans’ Matrimonial Jurisdiction Bill by Mr. Hamidul 

Hucj Chowdhury, 

(2) Indian Bar Council Bill by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdh,nry, 

(3) The Bengal Abolition of Dowry Bill by Rai Surendra 

Narayan Sinha Bahadur. 

Tlie amendment is that the Bills be cir(‘ulated for eliciting public 
opinion thereon by the 15th June, 1939. 

The Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1938. ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, 1 beg to move tliat the Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 
1938, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Repealing and 
Amending Bill, 1938, be taken into consideration. 

^(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 

1 stand p^rt bf the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (jfuestion before the House is that clause 

2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The mol ion was agreed to.) 

• t ‘ c . 

^ Mr. PRESIDENT: 'iht q.ue^tion before the House is that clause 

3 stand part of the Bill. 

(Tl\e motion wa’s agreed to.) 
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Mr« PRESIDENT: The question^ before the* House is that clause 
4 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT; The question before H^e ifouse is that Schedule* 

1 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT} The question before the House is that Schedule 

2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion* was agj*eed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that ‘the 
short title and preamble be added to tHe Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Kon’ble Nawab MUSHARROF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 
its settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1938, as settled in the Council 
be passed. 

(The motion •w’as agreed to.) 

NON-OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 

* . . 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Relief to Poor and Unemployed Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: ^ir, may I with 

your permission present if report o^ the Select Committee on *the Bengal 
Relief to Boor and Unemployed Bill, 1937, introdu'ced by Khan 
Bahadur fiaiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, M.L.C. 

(The report was placed on the table by the Secretary.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: f)rder, <jfder. The House will* take up tho 
motions under section 118 of the . Rules and Standing Orders for 
consideration to-morrow and copies of the motions will bte duly 
circulated to m|^bers.^.«» • 

The-S 65 ^e now stands adjoijrned till 3-30 p.m. to-morrow. 

• • . . • 

Adjournment. » 

The Council ttleii adjourned till 3-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 14th 
February, 1939. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting* held on the 
)3th February, 1939: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Na/irnddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. TTumayun Keza Chowdhury. 

(6) Khan Bahadur S. Fazal Ellahi. 

(6) Mr. Kanai I/al Goswami. 

(7) Mr. Latafal llossain. t . 

(8) Mr. Mohammad Hossain. 

(9) Mr. T. Lamb. 

(10) Mr. H. V. Poddar. 

(11) Rai Sahib Tndu Bhusan Sarkar. 

(12) Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. 

(13) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

<14) Mr. D. H. Wilmar. 


e. G, Ppe8e-193S-39-12351A-750. ^ 



bIkgal legislative council debatb^ 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Jiegislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 14th February, 1939, at 3-30 p.m., 
being the fifth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 02 (2) 
(a) of the Government bf ‘India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon^’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra* Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUE^IONS AND ANSWERS 
Accommodation for private Colleges’ Union, etc. 

* 34. fchan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; Will iheHon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Th'partment bo pleased to state 
whether the private colleges are always forced to provide a hall for the 
meetings of the College Union, the Debating Club, and other such 

institutions in a college? 

<• 

The Hjn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN • (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department):, but every 
college is expected to piovide sucli a hall to foster coi'])oiate life nmong 
students. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: In^ view of the 
fact that the reply given Alates only to a part of the main (question, 
will the Hon'ble Minister please state* when a reply to the other part 
may be expected ? 


The Hqp’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: •When the answer is 
ready. 

Khan Sahih aHOWDHURY: Is it not unusual, 

Sir, to repl^B#(r'^interpellaiions in ibis way? 


The Hon’hle Khwala Sir NAZIMUDtiN:’ No, Sir. On the other 
hand, it is just toNavoid delay that would be involved in answering 
the whole question that this method Has bean adopted. 
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Khan Sahib AfiDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. Rresident, 

Sir, fl think I should make my point clhar. Most probably I should 
have to base my supplementary questions on the replies which may be 
forthcoming later on in respect of the o^her parts of my question. 
So, if I should have ,to refer to this part^ most probably I shall be 
asked to giv^ fresli notice and this will cause inconvenience. 

Mfa .PRESIDENT: No fresh notice will be necessary in this case. 

Allowance to ex-detenus. 

f f 

35. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) WUl the Hon’ble Miniated 
in charge of the Home Dej>artment l>e pleased to states-- 

(i) the number of ex-detenus who were granted allowance after 

their release ; 

(ii) the period for which allowance was granted and jmid ; 

(Hi) the maximum and miniimim amount of allowance granted per 
capita; 

Xi'v) the nuinl>er of ex-detenus whose allowance has been discontinued 
• or stopixxl and the reasons for such action and the names of 

those released ex-detenus whose allowance has been stopjjed; 

« 

(v) the number ’of those ex-detenus who were 'not granted any allow- 
ance after released 

(6) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state, whether it is a 
fact that Babu Lalit Mohan Buriiian, an ex-deienii of Brahmanbaria, 
Tippera, was refused any allowance after release on the ground of his 
taking’ up political work? 

(c) If so, what does the Government mean by political work? Is 
work in connection wdth the Congress included in it ? 

(d) Is there any othar ground for this fefusal? 

, MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN): (a) The information is not readily avail- 
able. If the hon^ble member desires itifoi^^atioSi%h' any specified case 
or cases, I will endeavour to suppjy it after due notlb^ 

(b) No. 

(c) Does , 

, (d) Yes. 
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mV; KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: wm the Hon’ble Minister pleas* 
give reasons for the refusal of allowanee to Lalit ^turman? 

The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Allowances were sanc- 
tioned where necessary to enable the detenus to avoid destitution, while 
starting afresh to earn thbir living. In this ’case, as ihe man was 
touring extei^^ively and apparently made no attempts td settle down, 
an allowance was adjudged unnecessary. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government tried to ascertain why this* man was 
touring about ? 

Th0 H(Hl’blo Kfiwajs Sir NAZIMUDD4N: So far s>s^my information 
goes, — purely foi: political, propaganda. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Wdl the Hon’bie Minister please 
enlighten us further as to what he iikmuis by the term “political proga- 
ganda”?* Does he mean work in connection with the Congress? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, that may be one of 

the meanings. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Mini.sder please 
state if work in hoinu'ction with the Congress di.squalifihs a detenu from 
getting ail/ allowance? ^ 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly not. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the llon’ble Minister 
please state if, except worlyng in connection with the Congress there 
was any other reason which debarred the detenu from getting an 
allowance ? ' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: • I have alreac^^ answered 
that questio«i. * 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Will the Hon’ble Home 
Minister be plej^sj^J^o cjty.r Up exactly what he means by “political 
work othetii^fc^i^ Congress work”?* 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN i As I have already 
explained, the otjec^of the allowance was -to enable a released detenu to 
carry on while he was looking for work If is found that a man has 
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RTifli^ient means to roam about the country, doing political pitopa- 
•ganda and polilioal work, whether it be for the Congress or for the 
Moslehi League or for any other political organisation, then Govern- 
ment 'feel tliaf Ihe man is not in want of . any allowance to sustain 
liim. 

br. RADHVt KUMyD MOOKERJI: Are we to understand then 
IIjjH llie ground tor such allowance is'tliat the persons concerned must 
seek tlieir livelihood first? 

The H&nlble Khwaja 8ir NAIIMUDDIN: I believe that was one of 

tlie main grounds. 

Licetico for the imnlersion of Hindu idols in Burdwan, 

m Rai Bahadur 'satis CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Will the 
Kon^ble Minister in charge of ‘the Home Department bo pleased to state 
fully the circumstances leading to the refusal of the grant of licences for 
the processions for the immersion of Hindu idols in Burdwan'? 

(h) Who is the authority for granting such licences? 

(c) Was such authority interfered with by the Executive Govern- 
ment ignoring the intermediate authorities? If so, will the Hon’ble 
Mini'ster please state the reasons for such action? 

(d) What inslructions, if any, were given by the (i(,)vernment to the 
licence-sanctioning authority in the matter? 

(c) What policy does the Government intend to follow in future in 
the matter of gianting licences for Hindu idol-immersion processions? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 regret I cannot answer 
this question until more i)articulars are furnished and s]>ecific dates are 
mentioned. 


Playgrounds and, gymnasia in nujfassil municipality. 

< I 

37. Mr., NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon ’ble Minister in charge of 
the liocal Self-Government Department be pleased to state if be has 
taken an;\ step to provide any viufaifsil municipality with sufficient 
number of playgrounds and gymnasia? If not, 

(h) Does the Government contribute anv money to municipalities 
for this* purjxisc* ? 


♦The lion’ble member was not present in the Chamber wh^ his name was called by 
tibe Hon’ble the P^resident, as suf h no ori.1 anwer was given. 
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If not, is the Government contemplating to make small grants to 
municipal bodies for this purpose in the near future? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Loc^ Self-Government Department): (a) 

There is ample provision •in tlie Bengal Municipal Act under which a 
municipality^ can apply the municipal fund towards prc^rision of play- 
grounds and gymnasia. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. The provision of jdaygrounds and gymnasia »in municipal 
areas is ])ri]narily thf; cm^cern of the municipal authorities concerned. 

Sir, may 1 su])piemeni the printed ^uv^wer hy the following addi- 
tional suhniissiqn that opt of the Government of India grant, this 
Government have made certain contributions to\v*ards the gymnasia and 
playgrounds to souk* of ihc mufdssil municipal i lies and District Boards? 


Boro and Rabi crops. 

38. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (a) 

Will the Hon 'hie Minister in charge of the Agriculture Dojiartment 
kindly state if he does pro}K)se to take steps to extend the area under 
cultivalion with boro and rahi crops specially to the low-lying tracds of 
east Mymensingh where ihe aman cro]> is substapliall’y damaged every 
year by floods? • 

(&) Does he projwse to sink a few" deep-seated tube-wells as an 
experimental measure for the purpose of irrigating boro paddy in oast 
Mymensingh? If not, why not? 

(c) Does he also propose io erect small bunds for keeping plater, for 
irrigation purjwses ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsu(|din Ahmed): {a) Lack of irrigation f^icililies 
stands in Ihe ‘way of extension of the area under l^tro in» this area. 
Rabi crops are grown w'herever <f)ossible but the water recedes too 
late in this area. 

(b) Owing to j^ous^ature of the soil, irrigation from tube-wells 
is likely to b^, iliuch too* expensive. The only i>ossible solution lies in 
the formafion of Co-operative Irrigation Societies in the locality. I 
shall consult the Co-operative •DfepartmeiU in* the! matte/. 

(c) This concei^ the Irrigation Department whose attention has 
been drawn to the suggestion. 
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^ Khan Bahadur 8A1YED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 

Hon’bl^ Minister be pleased to state if any attempt has been made to 
ascertain Ae area under horo crops? 

the Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMEP: 1 am unable to give 
that inf ormatioikj just now. I will inform tlie hon’hle member later on. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state if any attempt wUs^evei' made to sink any 
tube-well in,,Hhat area, but that the soil was not found suitable? 

b 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDP1N AHMED: In this case also I am 
unable to give the information direc tly. 

, : f I ‘ 

Khan Bahadur 8AtlYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Is the 

Hon’ble Minister aware that in the last Census Eeport it was definitely 
stated that the population of the area w^as steadily deor^easing on 
account of the damage caused by fioods as well as the water-hyacinth 
pest to the (vm4in crop of that area? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED; It may the, I am not 
disputing the fact. Hut I am only saying that, so far as 1 am con- 
cernecj, whatever information the h on hie member wants, will be 
supplied to him if he gives notice thereof. • 

' f 

' Khan Bahadur SAfYED MUAZZAMUDDIN h6sAIN:4c) it not, 

therefore, very firgently necessary that the possibility of forming Co- 
operative Irrigation Societies should be explored immediately, as also 
the question of sinking of tuhe-wells? 

ThO Hon^blo Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: (jovemment will give 
special ('onsideratioii to the suggestion oi the lioii’hle member. 

c Mr. RANAJIT PAL GHOUDHURY: Does not tlie Hon hie Minis- 
ter know that his home district is also very porous* hut that many tnbe- 
wells are working |here sficcessfully ? 

TIm Hoit’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Well, my frieud knows 
that I also am affebted. 

Pending Answers** to Questions. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH* MOdKERJEE: Sir, I gave notice of a short- 

notice question yesterday. May I know when I m^ expect an answer 
to tl^atP 
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Mr/RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: lUy 1 also submit that we 
have sent in several question^, and w^ are now ])ia(*tieal]y in the ’ 
middle of the session. As regards myself, I have sent in ahbut^ Jozen 
questions or perhaps more, but non^ of them has yet been answered. 


Mr, PRE8JDENT: I understand that a reminder has* been sent Ho 
the departments concerned and we may expect an ansx^er in proper 
time. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, .^lay 1 with 
your permission give notice* of a motion? 

I have the honour to give notice that in the current session of the 
Bengal Legislative Council, I sihall move l)y way of iitn?endment to the 
motion for reference to a Select Committee of lhe^Beng«al Estates Parti- 
tion (Amendment) Bill; 1938, by Hai Brojendra Mohan Moitra Bahadur, 
that the Bill Ji)e circulaied for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 

by the 29th February, 194i). 

• * 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I have the honour to 
give notice that I shall move the following motion in the current 
session of the Bengal Legislative (\juncil, namely, that the Bengal 
Maternity Benefit Jlill, 1938, as passed by the Bengal Tvegislative 
Assembly on th^ 22 ik 1 August, 1938, l)e* taken into consideration and 
that the said^Jlill as Settled in the Council be ])assed. 

I would also request you, Sir, to waive tlie rule with regard to the 
period of notice. I gave a similar notice some time ago, but instead 
of saying “current session” I unfortunately said “at the next session”. 
Consequently, sufficient notice may be deemed to have been given, and 
1 therefore hope that you will be pleased to waive the ordinary seven 
days’ rule. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, mis. IS 111 supersfssiuji i>i ^uuji previuuer 
notice ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHrWarDY: That is s'd, Sir, with 
your permission 

Mr. PRCSllDENT: I hope ihefe will be no objection from the 
House. 

Mr. RANA,nT>AL Cnuui priUKT: it seems, »ir, that me seven- 
day rule is being observed more in the* breacj;! than in, its observance! 
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Late Circulation of List of Business. 

t 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOICERilEEs Sk, I want to say a few 

words regarding Die time at which to-day’s List of Business was 
<^irculated to us. It reached me only at the last minute bel'ore I left for 
this meeting. These are important matters, and 'are being circulated 
to members for the first time. Their late rfec^ipt has put us to great 
difficulty. *• I realise, Sir, that sometimes it becomes necessary to 
circulate the,se tilings at the last nfinute, but I may suggest that on 
such occasions circulation may made. by means of peons instead of 
through the post, because the post office is not alw^ays a very sure 
method of circuiation, particularly wTien certain things liave to reach 
within a particular tin^e. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We shall consider your suggestion of circulat- 
ing notices through peons after consultation with the Government. 

c 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY; Or they may be circulated in 
this very House, a day or two before. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: May I, Sir, with 
your ])ermission, give’ notice .with reference to 'the motion of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that, at the current ^essi&n of the Bengal 
Legislative (WtuuI, ffie. Bengal Dentists Bill, 1938,, as pc^sed by the 
Legislative Assvunbly, be taken into consideratifin, when the enclosed 
amendments wdll be moved? Perhaps, Sir, 1 need not read out the 
amendments 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

The Hqn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDIDN: Adverting . to the com- 
|)laint made by Mr. Naresh Nath Mook^rjee, regarding the late .receipt 
of 'to-day’s List of Business, would it not be proper, Sir, to inform the 
members of this House that actually, there was no buf^iness for this 
!5ouse for to-day, and that as a special case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The hon’ble member did not 
make a complaint, but he simply siiggested^^rKat^^ii^^lars of notices 
might be sent through peons instead of through the p8 

The Hon’ble* Khwaja. Sir HAZIMUDDIN: Primarily, Sir, it was a 
complaint which the hon’ble member made, so far/^TT^can underal^nd 
it 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: So far ad this parti(*iilai‘ case is concerned, 1 
know there were special ciiTiunstanc«s why it was not possible to. 
arrange the matter earlier aiul there was iii» time to give iwopgr notice. 

The House will now fake up .consideration of the three motions 
under section 118 of the^ Rules and Standin^^* Orders. 

There are three such motions set down in the ^ Order Pifper 
for consideration to-day. And if there is unanimity in the House, 
and no objection toMhe moving of any one of them, 1 would suggest 
that a time-limit niay be* fixed so that the whole programnre for the 
day, i.e., all the three motions, may be discussed io-da\*\ If the 
House agrees, theii I would suggest that bO minutes might be set apart 
for each Resolution ; 10 minutes for the mover, 5 minutes for the reply 
of the mover, 15 minutes for fhe (lovernmeni and 5 minutes eacli for 
other members who may like to participate, in these discussions. 1 
take it that that is the dhsire ot the House. Af^ei- 50 minutes. I shall 
put each of the motions to vote. 

t 

. Mr. ^ALIT CHANDRA DAS; Vn minutes for the mover would be 
too short a time, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think so. 

Rai KESHAB* CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur 1 Wr to 

move that an ii^tlres.s he presented to His Kxcelleiic.y the (Governor 
of Jlengal ttttxiugh tl le l^resident of the Bengal Tiegislative (hnincH 
requesting His Excellency to take necessary steps to nn^vc the Ciovefh- 
ment of India to fix a definite quota for th(‘ recruitment of Jlengalees, 
both Hindus and Muslims, iji all hranehes of the ('ivil as widl as the 
Defence Service under the control of the said (Toverinnent . 

The subject-matter of my motion is not such as to be bevoml the 
bounds of possibility so fiA* as the Central (xovejnhienl is concerned. 
The resolution demands a reasonable share for Bengal’s young men, 
Hindu, and. Moslem, in the services under the c.ontrol of the (lovernj 
ment of India. It i.4 a iy)n -contentious matter and I hope the- House 
will adopt the motion unanimously and oitce moje assejt llengal’s 
legitimate Tdaim for eipial treatnu^it with the sister provinces in the 
matter ot appointments. 

Sir, it was on two previous occasions that the Council adopted my 
motions for tlu^pwoNflailJ' training of the Bengalees with a view to 
their ulti7^3i^^^|orporation into 4he Indian Army. It seems oin- cry 
has been one the wilderne^. ^ I^et us, on this pccasion make a united 
demand and urgl' upon the Government »f Indid with all the emphasis 
that we can colffitontd to give us faciliti^^' for entering the various 
services as indicated in the motion. 
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Sir, while Indiaiyzation of the defence forces is now in progress, 
there is no earthly reason why BeiigaFs race should not be favourably 
considferei. It is understood that the Bengalees have been classed as 
a non-martial race. Those who hold this view are ignorant of history; 
rather the contrary is the case. In every sphere of our national life, 
the backward are given “preference and their' interests safeguarded by 
due weightage’and reservation of posts. If the Bengalees are consi- 
dered backward from the military point of view, a certain number of 
seats in the Indian Military Academy at Debra Dun, should be reserved 
for them and the Government of India should oe urged to spend more 
money on military education and in stJirting military schools all over 
Bengal. Compulsor^^ military dr^ll should ajso be introduced in every 
school and college. 

. # # 

The Govemm'ent of India should also see their way to provide more 
funds and make it conjipulsory for the University students to join the 
University Training Corps having due regard to physical fitness. 

In all Federated States, every unitary State has got a fixed quota of 
military unit to form the federal unit of the Army and *a8 sucih 
Bengal must have her proper share in the Federal Army before 
Federation comes into being. 

Turning now to the civil posts, it is not perhaps unknown to 
anybody that there are several kinds of such posts finder the Govern- 
ment of India. ^ To some recruitment is made by competitive exa- 
minations and to some appointments are made by selcx'+ion. Where 
appointments are made by. selection such as M/"mbers‘of the Executive 
Council and other headquarter appointments, appointments in the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Itesearch, in the State Railways, 
higher appointments in the Indian Stores Department, in the All-India 
Radio Services, in Aviation and in the Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
ments, IVngaiees both Hindus and Muslims^ are not selected for any of 
the posts no.wadays. The only appointment made in the course of the 
last 20 'years is that of a Muslim as a Member of the Federal Public 
l^er vice ( bininission, — ^Mr. A. F. Rahaman, the former Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Dacqa. Whenever the question of Muslim repre- 
sentation u6der the' Government of India is taken up, Muslims of other 
provinces, specially the United Provi?hces and the Punjab, get preference 
although as a matter of fact the Muslims of Bengal foim the largest 
quota among the Muslim population of India. There being no want 
of educated Bengalees, both Hindus and Mu'^imS^I'^'^^^nds to reason 
that their claims should be sympathetically considered unfortu- 
nate that none , of our* Muslim, represepta fives on the Central liegisla- 
ture have yet thought it fit Ho advocate the caus e of the Bengalee 
Mu* 3 lims in the matter of appointnaents under ^Government of 
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*As regards competitive examinations for the various kinds of prize 
posts under the Central Govemmenl^, it is argued that Bengalees 
now-a-days cannot compete in those examinations. It tliat#is*HO, we 
would respectfully request His Excellency the Governor to take every 
possible step to direct his Government to provide sutficient tuiids lor. 
such training of our youths as will enable lliem to come uj) to the 
requisite standard in all these examinations. There "is no dearth of 
material in Bengal; it is only strong will and adequate funds that are 
needed from the [lovepiment to fulfil the requirements. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to thp acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDE^ 

His Excellency the Governor of Benghl' through the President of llie 
Bengiiil Lcgishttive Council requesting His Excellency 1^) take necess^iry 
steps to move the Government <if India to fix a definite (plot a for the 
recruitment of the Bengalees, both Hindus and Muslims, in all branches 
of the Civil as well as Defence Services under the contiol of the said 
GoveriAuent. 

Dr. ARABINDA BARUA:^!, 1 beg to move an amendment to 
the resolution, which runs as follows: — 

“That after the words ‘Bengalees', the words ‘both Hindus and 
Muslims’ be deleted, and the words ‘Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists and 
other ininori^es’ be inserted”. 

Sir, liai Balladur Keshab Chandra Banerjee ’ dei^Crves to be 'Oon- 
gratulated on his motion. He, however, seems to think that the 
Bengalee race is composed of Hindus and Moslems only. He has left 
out of consideration the Ciise of Buddhists and other minority com- 
munities of the province who should also got their due share of 
representation in the Services under the Central Governmenjl . It is a 
pity tliat whenever the question of the distribution of sfrvices arises, 
the cjase of the Buddhists and other minorities gets sciuii attention. 
In the other House during the last session when on a jirivate member’s 
resolution the question oiose, the minoritie?^ were left out of considera- 
tion altogether. H^re also the same story is repeated — the claims of 
the minorities being left out of )ponsideration. If a definite quota is 
to be fixed, it is th^ minoriHes more than the majority comm,uniti(‘s 
whose interests are to be properly safeguarded. 

It cannot^^JS^’^SuT^Siat the Buddhists and other minorities have no 
importaxfCS', so that they can be i^iored. Speaking about the Buddhists, 
their contribution to the thought and* culture/ language and' literature 
of Bengal, is seco nd to none. What tile Bengalee culture of to-day is, > 
has been to a*greht extent tbe creation- of the Buddhists of old. vThey 
may be small in number, but amon&r iibe minorities tlbev have the ©rgest 
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population. So far #110 Buddhist has be6n appointed to any of the 
'All-India Services. Their representation * in the Services, whether 
provincial of central, is of a most negligible character. 

Of tile various niinority communities of tlie province, the Buddhists, 
in spite of the fact thivt they are more numerous tluin the others and 
have an anciept culture and heritage, are the most backward. While 
the interests of the Anglo-Indians are statutorily safeguafrded and the 
Indian Christians are much more advanced in every respect, the 
Buddhists are the only important minority oomCnunity which is lagging 
behind. The Buddhists who had a glorious past have got x>otentialities 
of creating a glorious future if hidn In rpndprod tn fnahle them to stand 
on their feet. 

In the Defence Seiwiccs, the Biuhlhist community has a special 
claim to be well represented. It may not be known to the hon*ble 
members of this Hour.e that at the beginning of the British rule in 
India, the Buddhists supplied a unit in the army under the leadership 
of Buddliisi Suhedars to conduct wars in Burma ai?d Manipur. 
Buddhists of Chittagong had officers in the native army even in very 
recent times. If suitable opportunities are given to Uiem, %ey can 
produce good soldiers and officers once again. 

With these few words, 1 commend my amendment I 0 ' the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mr. KA'MINI KITMAR DUTTA: Sir, 1 beg to^ move this amend- 
meut to the inaiu rctsolution. The ainendmeni is^ ihi^; .'|hat after Ihe 
lines “reifuesting IJis Excellency to take necessary 'steps To move the 
Goveruinent of Jndia’\ the following may he siibstitnted : — 

“requesting the (Government of India to see that then' should be a 
fair representation of tlie inhabitants of the province of Bengal 
in all the branches of the Civil as well as Defence Services 
'under the cjontrol of the said CTOYernment while maintaining 
a standard of efficiency to be the' essential condition in ull 
public services”. 

Sir, tlie^ spirit uiulerly(ng the resolution c!in well be ipiderstood. It 
cannot be gainsaid tlwit some amount of provincial feeling, is growing 
up after the inauguration of the .<I^)vernment of India Act, 1935. 'Ho 
doublfc a healthy growth of provincial feeling may" help a province, but at 
the same time w(‘ cannot be too cautious in cgiujji^racting the growth of 
iiarrbw provincialism which is bound to be d ^r imeif^^d the develop- 
ment of Indian Nationhood. Indeed, our' first concern aESuld be to 
gfibw as Tiidiaiii^ and \Ve should always^^tySUsider ourslelveS td b,e Indians 
first and to be Indians ’always and no feeling of aja^C^provincilal bias 
shd^ld be allowed to impede the growth of that Indfid lefelmg. I iniow 
tha^ in some of ihe provinces a 'narrow feeling is* growing up and ^ihis 
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finds u^ly exprei5sion on the oeeasion of making appointments in the 

provinces. This issue came*to a head recently in the Bengalee-^ehari 
question which had to he referred io the Working Committee of the 
Congress. In making appointments in the provinces and in the services 

under the cxintrol of the Provincial Governments, some sort of narrow 

• » 

and parochial considerations genemlly crop up unlike in the case of 
appointments under the Government of India. But at the same time, 
the Congress stand Ivis always heen that ofti(‘ien(‘v s]h)u 1(1 he tlie ] rime 
standard and all other (v)i\siderations should he secondary to that. No 
doubt, as I have said in my amendment, there should h(‘ fair j'epresmta- 
tion of all the provinces and that, fair represemtation caii he only in 
regard to the subordinate' posts. With regard t(^ the higher-grade 
services and appointments to special posts where expert knowledge is 
ne(‘essary, efficiency and efficiency alon^ should he * 1111 ' standard and 
there should he no other standard. Therefore, T need not dilate further 
on this. Without recognising a definite standard of efficiency, the 
Congress is definitely opposed to the maknng of any a])])oiniment. The 
first two pafagraphs of the Working Committee Kesolution passed at 
the Working Committee meeting held on the Idth January at lfai*doli 
are quite explicit on this i)oint. ’ The 'general principle to he followed 
all over Inida has heen laid down and the only standard recognised 
and insisted upon is the standard of efficiency in respect of the higher 
services and in respect of the lower posts, there should he a fair 
representation of all comniunities and provinces. . 

Mr. PREjaiENT: Two amendments have -heen moved to this 
motion: one by L/r. Amhinda Barua — that for the wor(^ “hotli Hindus 
and Muslims”, the words “Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists and other 
minority communities” he substituted and the second — by Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta that after the words “to move the Government of India”, 
the following he substituted: viz., “to request the (jovertiment of India 
to see that there should he a fair representation of .the ihhahitantff of 
the province of Bengal in all tlie branches of civil as well as defence 
services niider the controls of the said Government while maintaining 
the standard of efficiency tu ho the essential condition in all the public* 
services”. 

♦ 

The Hon-hle Khwaja Sir NAZf^UDDIN: iSir, this is, one of the 

subjects which is not a» primary concern of this Government, and there- 
fore at the very outsetiwould likewto indicate the attitude of Govern- 
ment in this maj^^mamely, that .Government will take no part in tin* 
debate or e^T^ress any views on the'^suhject, hut will forward the discus- 
sion to the Government of India if the motion is parsed . And the 
reason why I have put this conditional clause *“if it is passed” is that 
I would like theT3!ou8e to consider whether it is really dcsifable/in 
view of the circumstances which I aiii going iK) plac6 before the Hcfcse, 
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to pass tfiis motion. In a way, I am very gfateful to Rai Kesliab 
Ohandra Banerjee Bahadur for bringing forward this subject before 
this Hbuse to-day, as I wanted an opportunity to inform the public 
of Bengal, specially the educational authorities and guardians and 
the student community, about the lack of candidates appearing for the 
opmpetitive examinations for the services under the Government of 
India. When in September last I was at Simla, Mr. N. Talukdar, 
I.C.S., one of the members of the Indian Civil Service belonging to 
the Bengal cadre, who is now in the Government of India Secretariat, 
drew my, special attention to the fact that candidates from Bengal, both 
Moslems and Hindus, did not sit for the competitive examinations for 
posts under the Government of India. Jle went on stating that, so 
far as the Moslem (‘ommunity was concerned, a number of appointments 
had been reseyvf^d for that ojmmunity and they have got that reserva- 
tion in view of the vast population of Moslems in Bengal, but the 
advantage of this feservation is going to the Moslems of the other 
provinces, because the Moslems of Bengal will not sit for this examina- 
tion. But it applies equally to Uie Hindu community too, as I tried to 
find out from Mr. Talukdar whetlier Hindu candidates from Bengal 
were sitting for these examinations and he said “no”. It applies 
equally both to the Hindus and Moslems and for the benefit of 
Dr. Barua, I may say that it applies equally to the Buddhist® and 
other minority communities. The point is that not only, so far as 
tlie subordinate servic^es are concerned, are candidates not coming 
forward to take these (‘xaiftinations, but as far as tlie albindia 
-competitive examipations are concerned, namely, Indian Civil 

•Service, the Indian’ Audit and Finanije ^Service and^other services, 
— there, itgain, it is very sad, but it cannot be denied, that 
those who sit for these examinations, their results have been most 
deplorable. For the last 7 or 8 years, the old Government and 
-at the present moment the new Government have been specially 
scrutinising the list of candidates who had appeared at these examina- 
tions and unfortunately every year the ^same story was told, namely, 
that the candidates from Bengal found their places only right at the 
bottom and compared most unfavourably even with provinces ilke 
Bihar and the Central ^^Provinces. Now, Sir, the old Government were 
very inubh conaerned about this and they brought this matter to the 
notice of the two Universities of Bengal and as far as 1 remember a 
number of conferences were held and suggestj^o’ns made, but up to now 
no impiovemeut is visible. And practically no candidate from Bejigial. 
as far as I remember, has been successful last 5 or 6 ye^ft 

in the I.C.S. examinations held #»t Delhi. It is rafUheiMtvtraordi^r^, 
Sir, that wljile Bengalee candidatgs ^sitting for the examination in 
England have been successful during this period, Bengalees sitting for 
examination in Delhi,, whether Hindus or ^HeCSSflem's, have been 
tital failures. r We ha^e not been able to secure one seat in the. I.C.S. 
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hy competitive oxamfniititm from those who appeared at the Delhi 
examination. Therefore this is one** of the questions which should 
really he tlie concern nnne of the people ot Bengal than of tlK> (Govern- 
ment (d India. Apart timu the (juestion of service ifi the Ainiy which 
is a matter on which ] am not in a position to express an o]>inion, 
so far as the siihoidinate services and other appointments are concerned 
— and where^appoiiitincnls are made hy means of compefitive examina- 
tions, I doiiht very much if we can hlame the (lovconment of India for 
lack of Bengalees ip tln^ employment of that Dovernment. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: 

ilien 


low do the\ at 


‘••et in, 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; They pet in hy compe- 
titive examinations. But th(‘y cannot pet in theiV hy means of reserved 
seats, so far as selections are (‘onceined., Persons are ap])ointed to the 
superior ])os1s tinouph the Federal Puhlic Servic(‘ Commission and T 
aip afrajd that, now that we have pot a representative of Benpal on 
lh(* Federal Puhlic Service (’ommission after many >eavs, even now 
those piievaiic(‘s of ours exist at the present momemt. Now T think 
that, this (juestion should he taken up in ripht earnest hy th(‘ educational 
authorities in Benpal and also hy the student eoimnunities as well. 
Mr. Talukdar pave nu' to understand that notices of these examinations 
are sent to all the ])roniinent educational institutions — certainly to the 
two Fnivju’^d^^s — ;m(l 1 believe the\ are adver,ti>ed in the (hdcutta 
paj)ers also. AVe‘(mpht Jo induce the students to sit tor these examina- 
tions, and I am sure* that, as far as '■uihordinate (Examinations are con- 
cerned, th(‘i’(E is no retison wliy they should not h(‘ successful, I mn> 
also inform the House that tln^se examinations are held in Calcutta, — 
1 mean these (‘xamijiations for the suhordinate services under the 
(TOA'crnment of India. P(‘rhaps my time is up and 1 should qow sto]), 
hut 1 cannot hel]) makinp"^a rejuark about tin* contradictory statement 
made hy ih^* Leader ot the llou>e in movinp his amendmenf^ — I an) 
sorry 1 slnnild liaAc .saidil the Ueadei' cd the Opposition. For, whil^ 
he wants appointments t^ he inade juirely on the, basis of Indians* as 
Indians, in* p?)es on to sa\ that a “fair” representation should he piven 
to all the provinces It you aie look'iip at it from the ])oint of view 
of all-India, it is not j)ossihle to consider the (luestion of provim/c^s if 
h> he on(‘, and it we have to fojpet that we IxElonp to 
^jBiliar, the Puin^jJSii^a^^T^ Benpal : and then, on the top of all this, if 
t^cieney "merit are poinp t(.> he the criteria of ap]>ointments, 1 
do not see hou llie ([iiestion ot ^ provincial repre.sentat ijin can vome in. 
Therefore, I think that. v(‘ry lik(‘l\ Mr. ^Kami'ji ’Kiimai Dutta loiiml it 
difficult to r('(‘(tncrh‘ the (impress K(‘solut.ion with his desire to supjport 
this motion <d Bai K(»shah Chandra l^anerjee Bahadu^’. 
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Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Sir, I am 

leally sorry tor iny omission lo meiitioji llie name of the Buddhist 
community and other "^minoiity (jommuniti^s in my motion. But 1 
may assure nfy friends that tliis omission was wholly i^n intentional. 
1 have, however, no objection to accepting the ainendment moved hy 
Dr. Bania. Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta has o-ivei^ us an idea of the 
attitude of his party in this jiarticular mattei . He has said that there 
should he a, fair representation of all communities, as the teiins ot 
the motion if accepted in tofo i^ill help th-e gi-owth of a iiaridw 
provincial feeling. He has also said that aftei* ihe inauguration of 
Provincial Autonomy under, the (xoverimient of India Act, 19-hj, there 
has been a noticeable growth of provincial feeling in ceitaiii provinces. 
In this connection, Vmay tell him that pri>vincial feeling was there 
even before tin* introduction pf the (Tovernment of India Act, 19'‘15, 
as will be (‘vident from the fact thjit so far as Bihar ?s c<nicerned, 
Bengalees weie not given contracts after the disastrous earth(juake. 
That was 1 think before the introduction of Ihovimdal Autonomy. Now, 
Sir, HO far as the Bengalee-Biharce question is concerned, the AVorking 
Committee of the Indian National (kjngress has given its award on this 
question. 1 have learnt from a reliable authority tliat the terms of 
the compromise have not yet been given etfect to by the Bihar (xovern- 
ment which is a Congress (lovernuienl and they are Ixmnd to give 
effect to them. I think the (juestion of doiniidle cKdificate is also 
meaningless. .Although that, too, has been done away^with by the 
Congress Working (^)inmittee, yet it has not been given effect to up 
till now and we all know tliat eertain diffieulties and 1 should say 
serious difficulties are being experienced by the Bengalees in Bihar 
in these respects. They are required to i‘ertify that they wcii* born 
in .the ^irovince of Bihar and also that they havt‘ been there for the 
last 10 .years. It takes a lot of time to haVe necessary enquiiies inadi? 
in the matter, and in the meantime, the jmsts for which the candidates 
(have applied get filled up. This is a greet difficulty. Coming now 
to the remarks made by the Hon'ble Home AJinistei*, I may say that he 
has said that camydates irom Bengal both Hindus and Muhammadans, 
are averse to examinations. It may be ti ue. Sir, but I ' think the 
passing of ihe motion will do iio harm and rather 1 think the passing 
of the motion will help the growth of a popular opinion in this respect. 
The guardians of students as well as the of educational 

institutions will seriously consider ,the terms of the motimj, and help 
the students in sitting^ for competitive examinations. 

1% ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Motion moved that an address 'be presented to 
HiL Excellency the Governoi* of Bengal through the President of the 
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Bengal Leginlative Council requesting His Ksoellepcy 1o lake necessary 
steps to move the (jovernment o^t Tinlm to lix a definite quota for the 
recruitment of the Bengalees, both Hindus and Muslims, • in all 
branches of the (^ivil as wll as Defence Servi(‘es undei* tlie control of 
the said Government. 

Since whi<*h two amendimmts have been moved, one by 4)r. 
Arabinda Bi«ua and the other by Mr. Kainini Kumar Dutta. 

As Ml’. Kaniini Kumar Dutta’s amendment is wider in scope, I 
would lik(‘ to put that lor decision of the House in the first instance. 
If that amendment fails, then Dr. Harua's amendment will be put 
before the House. 

The amendment of Mr.* Dutta suggests that ioi llie vnokIs occurring 
after “to move th(‘ tiovernim'nt of Ind^Ji*^ the following should b<‘ 
substituted: — 

“To reijuest the Government of India to see Miat there should be a 
tail’ represi'iitation ot the inhabitants <d\lhe province of Bengal in all 
the branche.® of Civil as well as Defence Services under the control of 
the said Government while maintaining the standard of efficiency to be 
the essential condition in all public services.’’ 

1 am now to ask whether that amendment be made. 

(The motion was lost.) 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: .Next comes the amendment of Dr. Arabinda 
Barua whicli si^gests that for the words “both Hindus and Muslims” 
the words “Jmidns, Muslims, Buddhists, and ' other minority com- 
munities” be substituted’. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question l>ef(>re the H ouse is the lesolution 
as amended, namely: Thai an address be presented to His V,xccllent;y 
the Governor of Bengal tlirdugh the l^resident of the Bengal Legislative 
Council requesting His Kxhellency to take necessary steps to imive the 
Governpient of India to tit a definite quota for the recruitment of tin; 
Bengalees, Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists and other minqrity com- 
munities in all branches of the Civil as well as Defepce Seivices under 
the control^of the said Government.. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR Fresideiit, Sir, I heg to move that an 

address he presented to His Fxcellqucy the Governor of Bengal through 
the Presideiit of tlie Bengal Lej^islative Council ^th at this Council is of 
opinion Hiat His Excellency should mov« the .authorities concerned to 
take early steps to impose import duties on rice and paddy impoj^ted 
from foreign countries. 
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Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I rise on a point of order 
The niotion is about import fluty. Import <luty has been defined 
in the Iftdia' and Burma Trade Keji^ulation Order of 1937 promulgated 
on the 18th day of March, 1937. In that, import duty has been defined 
in Part 1, clause 3. ‘ Now, that again has laid down that no duty sluill be 
leyiable (Part^TI, clause 1 ) on any produce which is imported from or 
exported to Burma in excess of the duties io any which are saleable 
immediately l)efore separation and Ihis order will.be in force for thiee 
years (section IbO of the Oovernment of Indiji ^ci)., So, as a matter of 
fact the Ontrai Oovernment even has no power to im])ose any import 
<luty. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALII^I.RANJAN 8ARKER: No, Sir, there is a 
Jacuna there. Though it cannot be done away with in three years, 
the Burma-1 ndia Tradl* Agreement cannot b(‘ terminated without giving 
twelve months' notice, and that notice must be given by 31st March. 
In that view, I do not think that tin* motion is out or ordei*, though 
it is not practi(!able. 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: i think a motion has a heady been passed in 
the (Vntral Legislative Assemble that notice should be given terminat- 
ing , the Bunna-lndia Tra<le Agr(*enn*nt. So, it is in older. 


‘ Mr, NUR AHMED: Mr. I’re.sident, my maiiF pui^ps^^e in moving 
iliis motion im this IIou.se is to bring to the* notice of this House the 
immense suffering wliich has been caused to the millions of in 

Bengal by an unexpected fall in the jirice of ]>addy and rice, so that 
effective measures may be taken as early as possilde to bring about 
the necessary rise in tin* price of ])add\ which is the most main ero]) of 
the province. 

Mi^'. President, riee is the jirominent ercy> of India so much .so that 
*^31 \yev cent, of the total area under ciilfivtijtion in India is covered by 
this crop. This’ is f.hiw tinu's more than thaj of \v'h(‘at which is the next 
most imprwtaut f^ual grain. If is also a most widely distributed crop 
in India; so that fate of the 87 ])en cent, of the Indian population, I 
meii,n the cultivators, is vitall\ linked ii]) with the fortunes of this 
(Top. Coming to our own province, Bengal, rict* occupies a most 
important ])osition among all the agricultuiw5Si|«iy^of this province. 
3'he total area under this crop is j^bout eleven timesNhat^of the area 
under pite, the next ijiost important crop of this province. Most of the 
cultivators in Bengal gj'ow ri^e and some districts only grow nioie rice 
than they require. So, for Bengal riee i.s not onlyea food grain, hut a 
mojit important nioney cro]) whifh fotms the most important (*nmmodity 
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for inter-district and inter-i>Tovincial trade. In otjier words, the whole 
economic structure and the ‘economic welfare of. Bengal depend to a 
large extent on the good or bad fortunes of this rice crop. * 

Once there w^as a great demand for Bengal rice in England and other 
countries, but war has Ifrought great change^i in international trade 
relations. TJhe result is that forced artificial preference.'^ were obtained 
for Spain, Italy, Mexico, South America and Indo-Ohina rice. The 
Ottawa pact has conipleted the ruin of the Indian rice trade witli wt'stern 
coiintries. (lermany which was the bigge.st <onsuiner of Indian rice 
transferred its love to Italian rice. Along with these factors has come 
in the ‘^self-contained poyev’’ in every country in the West. 

Malaya, even Japan, have placed embaigo on Indian rice with tin' result 
that the hep(trie< of exporting houses hav^ c^'ased to be. rice centrt's of the 
mufassil and thf price of rice in mufassil would not rise in spite of 
shortage of cro]>. The re.sult has proved and is proving very disastrou.*^ 
to the financial condition of the cultivatyig masses. 

The average of rice cultivation has shrinked a good deal, but still 
there wduld have been big excess if the (Uiltivators had followed the 
improved method of production. A (‘oinjiarison with the j)er acre 

produce of rice in other countries with that of India will show that 
whereas in India the yield per acre is tS-8 cwt., in Spain it is 80 cwt,, 
in Italy dT’O cwt., in Japan cwt., in United State's of America 

20 cwd. while l\v inqnoved methods Spain has increast-d. tlu‘ yield 
per acre during the years 102T-‘J8 to 19dl-d2 from 20. cwt. to oO cwt., 
India has ..••inva need from 8 cwt. to 88 cvvi. Unh'ss cnltivator.s 

can get good ri'inunerattve pi ice for their- crop, it .would not du* 

possible for them to spend moiu'y for the increasi'tl yield jier acre 
by following improved method of cultivation, as the prcsi'iit price 
is hardly high enough to meet the bare cost of cultivation. Now, 
the price of rice is reigning very low for the last few^ years. The set- 
back suffered by it during ihe trade depre.ssion is ecjualled by 'no other 
agricultural commodity ir/ India. The suhsequ^nt ri.se is not sharp 
enough and hot steady as|comparo<i wdth other agricultural -crops. On 
the basis of thc price level^'n Iifdia in 1928-19, the inde;x number <)f i;ie(‘ 
went dow n by ^38 per cent? In 19dd-d4, thouffh it rose to of) in 1930-37,. 
again it w'^nt down in the last quarter of 1937-18 \^heu iiiflex .dropped 
to 42 per cent. As a. consequence, the agricultural ])opulatjon in India 
has .suffered serious Id^s. Now coming to Bengal, .the price of rice in 
Bengal, the largest rje^wrowing area in India, during the last (piarter 
of the year 1937->8 \-aa quite uneconomic as. the year 1933-34 
synchronised with tlie w'orst perioTl of depression, so much so tliat tho 
price fetched did not cover 4h« cost of cuHivyrtion. 4)uring ’the last 
quarter of the yeay 1937-38, paddy of good •(pidlity was s<dd at Ks. 1-10 
to Ks. 1-14 per inaiind in Calcutta which means that cultivators /nly 
got Ks. 1-4 to Rs. 1-8 per maund in tin* markofs. 
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It is supertiuous-tor me to say tliat iio^^hing but a risne in the price 
ol ric^ can iinHer sucli condition eft'ect any material and appreciable 
improveitioiiT in the deplorable and the miserable condition of the poor 
cultivators. 

Now, tlie most iiiiiKhtant problem that fiices every patriotic son of 
Bengal is ho^ io raise the price of rice in Bengal. Experts differ 
ill their view, but it appears that imposition of import duty on broken 
rice imported from foreign countries except Byrma has produced good 
result and proved admittedly effective. It has greatly reduced the 
import of riyc from foreign countries, but still the prices continue to be 
as uneconomic and uii remunerative as before. ■ This iM due to import of 
rice from Burma. I am aware *of the fact that as the treaty between 
Burma and India stands, no/U|,ty can be imposed now, luit my proposal 
is for futur<‘ consideration wlien that treaty terminates. This question 
of imjHising a duty on «Burma rice is most vital from Bengal’s economic* 
point of vi<‘W. Whenever there is demand for rice and a tcmdency in 
th(‘ pric(‘ of Bengal rice to rise, Burma floods Bengal iwarket^ with 
cheaper rice with the rc*sult that tlui piii'e falls again and n(> speculating 
businessmen can dare under the circumstanc(*s to invest any money 
in stocking Bengal rice in th(‘ market. 

With this end in view, I hav(‘ veiitureil to mov(‘ this address urging 
the (Government of India to imjiose a duty on the import of lice, both 
foreign and Burmese, to save the Bengal cultivators from utter im])end- 
ing ruin ail'^ ^ lunm ovare niainlipr nf fh^ TTniiicio wniild vnfa frir fhifl 

motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that an address be presented to 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the President of the 
Bengal Legislative Council that this Council is of opinion that His 
Excellenpy^ should .move the authorities concerned to take early steps to 
impose inipgrt duties on rice and paddy imp(};ted from foreign countries. 

(The House then adjourned for 15 minute|^ for prayer.) 


( A tier ad jo u ram en t . ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Pi^sident, Sir, 
ill is House is well aware of the fact thatd-he B^m g^a l Government have 
appointed a llicc and Paddy Committee whiOi have* not yet finished 
their labours, but we hope to get their report very soon. My friend 
Mr. Nuf Ahmed has placed his facts before the House very well, but I 
can simjdy say that this ik a matter which concerns primarily the Central 
Goi^rnment — the Government of India. But if we take into eonsi- 
deni|ion the point of view of the agriculturists of this province, true 
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it is that Bengal is not a st li'-suftioient province so far as the produc- 
tion of rice is concerned, and we are obliged to import rice from Burma. * 
If an import duty is imposed on rice coming to India^ then Certainly 
the price of rice will rise a little bit. Even then, there is a difference 
of opinion about the rise^of price jf an import duty is imposed on 
foreign rice. But all the same, the prevailing idea is that, possibly 
the agriculturists in Bengal will be greatly benefited if import of 
foreign rice is prohibited to such an extent that Bengal Agriculturists 
will be able to produce %ice and paddy in sufficient quantitieS| so that, 
not only may they cover the consumption of tlie province but can also 
export them it possible to some oMier provinces. But tht? position is 
that at present Bengal cannot ju’oducu her own food products so far 
as rice is concerned. As far ah? the Government of Bengal are concei li- 
ed in the matter, we can only send u]) thb ^roceedingii; «f tlie discussion 
lliat is taking place in this House to-day, because it is, as T liavi* 
already said, the co-ncern juimarily of the Central Government. 
Therefore, we will not be a party to jiiiy decision tliat tlie House may 
take on this motion and T cannot si\\ anything fuitlnu* on this 
motion. • 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Mr. Biesi- 
(lent. Sir, it is on very rare occasions that I differ from my esteemed 
friend, Mr. Nur Ahme<l. On this occasion I find tliat lie has overlooked 
one very import an^^ factor. He has overlooked the fact that Beng’al is 
not self-suppor^ig in the matter of rice. Tli(‘ other fact that he 
has overlook^.! is^that 60 jier cent, of the Bengal cailtivaiors do not 
grow rice enough for th-Oir own consumption oven, so that if the price 
<}\ rice rises, these people — these 60 per cent, of the cultivators of 
Jlengal — will be hard liil and so also the labourers and ollnus wdio w ill 
Imve to purchase rice. If it had been the case that tlnue w’as a surjilus 
pioduction of rice, this motion w^ould have commended itself to us 
V(»ry much, but when w^e find that by imposing a tax on ric<*» we are 
likely to affect the poorey people more than the richer people — and 
that only 20 ’per cent, of 4ie agrictilturisls will possibly be benefited^ 
at the 'cost of 70 or. 80 oer cent, of the poorer agriiailturists ii,nd 
labourers, I ^think w'e cannot .supjiort a •motic’m of tliis nature. 
Then, Sir, should not forget the fact that 80 -yeaVs ago wdien there 
was something like a. Bice Eamine in fiengal, it w as Rangoon which 
came to our help and We got our rice supplies from .Rangoon and but 
for that rice-supply Rangoon the scenes of the famine of 1776 

would have been replfat^ in Bengal and hundreds of people would 
have died for not geftfbg sufficient quantities of rice. So, in a country 
where riqe i)roduction is not f^ufficient even dor MO months’ consump- 
tion in the year, it^ would be disastrous,* 1-thfhk, to impose any tax 
on hiiportatioii of rice, which is bound to prejudicially affect Abe 
interests of the poor cultivators. Theh, Sir,^I ask my friend ano|her 
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^ti 6 i 9 tioD. When the 'priv.e of rice had rif^en as high as Bs. 10 per 
'maun^, during 1907-8, was there any coWesponding increase in the 
wealth of comforts of the people of this country' or was there even any 
extension of cultivation or any more ju’oduction of ric'e in this country 
because the price of rice roeer^ In spite of the rise in the pri(?e of rice 
wer found tha^ there no extension of cultivation ; in fact there was no 
more production of rice than there used to be before. Srrl think that 
his idea that with an increase in the price of rice the (country would 
be more prosperous is rather fallacious. Wi/h tliese words, Sir* t 
oppose ther motion. 

*Khan Bahadur Mauivi MCfHAMMAD * IBRAHIM: 

i5T^ ^ *wr ^ 

>a c<p< i' c ? ^ ^ WT 5rr<n<[«T srrn 

c«tTO 5?, ^5^ mum fro m. 55 

5TO, srnr ^ fwt <r 

^ fTO*T csrc^ nr <rR ^ ^ stnrnsR 

TOpqcv «w»rT W^; ^ nr «rrRi*TnM ^ ®rTwr^ 

^ ^5:5 TO’nr »mrT?r fstn grnrl?: snw irc^; sntnr 

gRm TO®r<r ^ ^ i nr»Tl ’onr w<m ^ f^pnr^: 

nro *nr, OT’nr srms? T<‘?;cn. m <rPOTTO?r ^ 

nr ^ ?r‘'^rHl5 5i?r;«r^ <s^r^«r ^ 

®r^ *TnTO ^ ^Inr ^ 5:il ^ 

«rRT*mrT?: ^rrvr npRvra^: ^r^r^r^ to ^1 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: Mr. President, Sir, on behalf of the group to 
which I have the honour to belong, we have little to say on this motion 
at this stage on tjie merits of the motion. I would only say this, 
however, tl^at I understand that a Comm^Jtee, namely, a Ihiddy and 
Bice Enquiry Committee, has been appoinijed by the (hiveniment of 
•Bengal to look into the facts and figures find tlie economic question 
relating to the whole sujqect and we would have prefeired that until 
the delibertitions ^f that Committee had been concluded, this House 
need not take any action, and on 'this ground alone we would be in- 
clinqtl to oppose this motion. But, Sir, if I might take thift 
opportunity, 1 would like also on behalf of the party to which I 
belong, to make a reference to an allied niatteij^^^llfth does not, however, 
relate dire<*tly to the merits of the« motion and that is this: we, as a 
House and as the I pper ^louse of Bepg.^1, are a part of what we hope 
is a responsible systiUu of Government and if I and such* amateur 


1 \n authorised ,]^nglish trc^nslationi. of this Bengali Speech will be found in the 
Apptndix. 
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legislators as myself and member of the jmrty to 'jrliieli I belong, whp 
cannot spend their whole time in this House or on matters relating kv 
this House are asked not only to form our own (•onrlu8ion.'i*an(> to*make 
up our minds but to discover what are tlie views of the constituents 
of the paHy to wliich we belong, it js iin|)ossible that wc slnmld he able 
to give responsible views on any subject of any kind oi' description 
unless it is fw childish that it is not worthwhile for this* House to give 
a view on the subjext when we have only l>een given notice that the 
matter is going to <.*oni<\ up in the House on the same morning of the 
day on whicli it is to be discmssed I We, Sir, did not ^get notice 
of this motion until this morning. If this is a matter*of sufficient 
importance for a (bminittee of Government to be appointed to investi- 
gate into it, then. Sir, I beg respectfully and in all humility to sug- 
gest that as a House we will not be liifreasing our^ good name oi^ 
acquiring any i»eputation other than a reputation for ])erformiug oui 
duties in an irresponsible manner though we mfiy be supi)osed to be a 
responsible Legislature, if we do not receive timely notices of the sub- 
jects that afe going to be discussed on a particular day. I say. Sir, 
tlmt umVr sc'ctions 91 and 92 of the Rules and Standing Orders of this 
House, certain resolutions are subject to certain disabilities* either His 
Excellen(‘y the Governor disallows them in one case or in (be second 
case, it is said that “no resolution shall be moved save with the consent 
of the Governor in regard to any of the following subjects” and one 
of those subjects would a])pear to refer to im])qrt duty whicli has a 
repercuission on and a direct relationship to outside foreign 
powers. I ac;!reciate. Sir, that as this is a matter of privilege, — it 
being a cpiestion df moving an Address to His Excellency the Governoi, 
— it may properly take precedence over other business ; ’and altliougli 1 
was not present myself at the beginning of the debate, I take it tlial 
this motion has been admitted by you, Sir, ns being in oidei* as not 
c'oming within the subjects mentioned in section 92 


Mr, PRESIDENT, Oifier, order. The hon'ble memllJer w;as not 
jiresent at the beginning yf to-day’s proceculings when Sij Nazinuiddisi 
explained the })eculiar cif cumstanc*es undei* which the niattei was 
taken up to-day without sufficient notice. 


Mr, E. C, ORMOND; Sir, I hope neither you ,nor the House will 
misunderstand Jiie. ned suggesting that this motion is not in 

order. 1 am not making any such sugge^ition. I am not putting the 
observations I am now making on any such ground of it being a breach 
of the rules of the House. 1 *am merely ’putting thfcm, Sir,* on the 
general ground that if this House is to contribute to the benefit of the 
province and if its deliberations and its decisions are to be treated iU ith 
respect, we the private memWs, Sir* what<?ver be tile position of the 
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Government — we tlie private members sh^ld ibe given time in which 
to ruminate over the. matter; nbf only tihat» but also to (consult our 
•fonstitu&ts and find out what their views are. It is very possible 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Your time is up. 

* « 

Mr. Ea C. ORMOND. Sir, may 1 fiiiisli with one more sentence? It 
is (piite ))()SHible that there are members iii'tKe Euro])eaii party who 
may have, stiong views on the subject. J wish only to make it 
plain. Sir, that in the circuinstant'esiin wlncli tliis matter has come up, 
we have not been able to ascertain them. T'hut is all that I have to say. 


Mr. NARESh NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, tliere been already 
a great deal of disc iot^ion on this subj(‘ct. I merely rise to give the 
vi(*ws of tlie party to which 1^ have the honour to belong. Sir, as far 
as the primdple involved in this motion is concerned, «I mean the 
princij)le of pieventing the imports of foreign material yito thin 
c.ountry, we aie definitely in favour of it. But, Sir, in this particular 
instance, I do tliink and I am inclined to agree with some of my 
friends on the other side of the House, particularly Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Mnazzanuiddin Hosain who has made the point very clear and 
that .is that with regard to this particular commodity, rice, 1 think, 
Sir, it will he reallv detrimental to the inteiests of the (*ultivators as 
well as ot I lie i^iral population and of the peojiltt af^^rge, if any 
re.striclion \>as imjiosed on the importation ^ of this most important 
commodity of ""food. I think, . Sir, it will really subject us to the 
ridi<*ulc particularly of the economic world, if we send up such a 
sweeping motion from this House to the Governor without really 
considering its pros and ooiis and before really making up our minds 
with facets and figures before us. I do feel, Sir, that at this stage 
my friend sliould withdraw this motion in View of the opposition, and 
genuine opposition, that has been put forward from all sections of the 
iH ouse. Thai is all I wish to say. 


Mr. PRESIDENTi The Hon’hle Mr. N. E. Sarker. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MALI N I RAN JAN SAj^R : Sir, it is very 
difliciilt for me to speak on this motion. I am not a member of this 
House. Government policy has been enunciated by my friend the 
Minister in cliarge of the Department of Agriculture. He has .said tliat 
the Government of Bengal will not take any part, in this discussion. 
iSo,Vhough I would have liked to say .many things on this re.«M)lution , I 
am \‘iot able to do it. I^ you like, Sir, I may speak. 
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“Mr. PRESIDENT: I t^oujrht th-at tlie q«e4k)rt of imposition ol 
duties was one re^ardiii^- which the Vinaiice Minisier mij^ht tlimw 

some more light. So, J asked von to s])eak. ' ^ 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAIiNI RANJAN SARKER; Sir, without 
meaning anw disrespect io this House or to individual inemhers, 1 
entirely agree witl; the statements made by Mr. Ormond and 
Mr. Mookerjee that uiu^er, section IIS when we want to suluuit some 
address to Jlis Excellency through you. Sir, it must be a we^U-reasoned 
one. It section ILS is taken advantage ot and if every simple matter 
goes to the (loveinor, th^w T tliink y^mr good nanu' will ^uftei’ in the 
eyes of tin* outside ]uibli(*. 

* % , 

So far as tlH‘ merits of this re><dution are concerned, I eonsicler, 
Sir. it is inojqmrt une at this moment, l>ecanse luvho* the prestuit law, 1 
mean, the order rc'garding trade with Burma, iin])ort duties on rice 
cannot be in^posed. There is some sort ol' trade agiiHunent with Biunia 
whieh can ojily be disjumsed with lys giving 12 months’ notice and 
that after d years. In view of the .statement made by Sir Mohammad 
Zfiffariilla Khan j*e(‘entl\ in the (Vntral Assemhl\ tlta1 the entire iuatter 
of trade agreement with Burma is having tlteir active consideration, — 
that is tile expression he used, — 1 think it will not be well for n*s to 
press the (Government of India only to imjmse a dut,\ on imported I’ice. 

Bengal, as Kha'n Baluidur Sai>(‘d Muaz/>amiiddin has pointed out, 
is a deficient -;iffoviiice. We must import rice, otherwise we cannot 
grow sufficient rice which <*an give food to our own ])n])ulation. So], 
we cannot disj)ensc with importation of rice. All that we can do is 
to restrict the importation according to our necessity and that is a 
matter for negotiation with tlie Government of Burma and the Govern- 
ment of India. T ho])e that in tin* next treaty wliich will Ihe made 
witl) tile (Toveinmeut ot BuJiiia and Ihe Govmiiineiit of India, instead 
of imjiort duties a better ^/'stem would be to arrange foi* some sort of 
a quota which will come f ojii Buima and not more, such as. Japan lias 
(lone in. the -east* of Indian Jc^ot ton and also as we have done in the ease^ 
ol eottnn manufactures. So. T would ask i^ny .frieiid, thougli his 
object is very* laudable, in that In* wants to raise the pri( of paddy 
so that the condition of agiieulturi^t ma\ be improved, to withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. SHRI8H CH/tNDRA PHAKRAVERTI ? Baddy is not 
imported. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN SARKER: Yes, paddy is 
also imported. 
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^ / 

Another difficulty is thjiU^il that by imposing import 

duties you can enhancei-ifie. p$ioe, that * is also a doubtful matter. 
Be(‘»iise!^ if' you go through the statistics for the last two or three 
ycnis, you will finrl that when there was scarcity in this country, the 
quantity ot iin))orfed rice was high, but at that time also the priee 
di<) not go very high. Now-a-days the importation is so little. Our 
total ])ro(luction is about 88 lakbs of maunds, the average of last year 
'19f‘17-88. We imported only 145,000 tons. Such a small proportion 
Airill not .very much increase the jirice; that isf my» own view. As the 
thing is .pn practicable at the moment, I would ask my honourable 
friend to withdi'aw ihis motion amh^iiot press it in this way upon the 
Oovernment *of India, especially in view of the fact that Sir Mohammad 
Zaifariilla Khan has given an assuraiue* that they are considering now 
the lenns of agreement with Burma and most likely before 81st March 
they are going U) give notice that the agreement will be terminated in 
1041 and a fiesh agreement will be made. At the time of tlie fresh 
agreement we can m^ike our suggestions. In the meantime, the facts 
and figures regarding the present condition of rice and j^addy in this 
country will be available to us, as I expect that the Paddy Covimit tee's 
report will be out here within aWit three months. In this view 1 
would ask my friend to withdraw his motion. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: 

expressed in the House I 


Mr. President, Sir, in view of the opinion 
beg 'leave to withdraw my motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure t»f the House to permit 
Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw his motion 

(The consent of the House was obtained.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion of MJj Hur Ahmed by leaWv^ 
the House, is withdrawn. 


Mr. LA,LIT C^ANDfcA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, 1 beg to move 
the resolution which stands in my name. It runs as follows: — 

Tlmt 4111 address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal thixiugh the President of the Bengal Xi^islative Council that 
this Council is of opinion that with a ^view to encourage the 
indigenous manufacture of salt and the development of the salt 
industry in Bengal, it is- essential tiia< the Salt Excise Preventive 
Department be not tran^ferreJi from the Government of Bengal to the 
Ceirtral Government and to move th^? propei authorities concerned in 
thi.<^ behalf. 
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^r, 1 have got to ot sut^odss o4; ihe sail 

industry in Bengal before 1^ can iti'ge*^wU& .tM»y reasonable elmnee of’ 
8uece«i that the salt excise prev^entiye depart nj:ent should rtot f5e Vans- 
fened ;ironi the control oh the GoWrnmeiit of Rengal to that of the 
Ooveminent of India. Sir» Bengal was self-supjmrting in Uie matter 
of her own salt. This was so from the beginning of her own histoiy 
right down to a certain period of the British rule. Fdr a long 1i\ne 
this industry, Sir, was a flourishing one. The peasants and poor 
peojde got their owji sa\t luanufactured on the sea-eoasts. There we-ro 
salt ijoln,^ and many parts of the country were known as Muuj^h Mahals. 
But those days are long gone by. Sir, since September, 4934, a Salt 
Marketing Board was fonijed by tlie Vi«»ul5i‘‘tiirers of sail of Westein 
India and Aden for supplying salt ib the jiiarkets of Bengal. Th(‘ 
quota assigned to producers of different ^v rions are jps follows 

Aden 41*91 per cent, of tlie total suppl\, IJomhav 3*74 pei emii., 
Okha 12 *‘20 per ceiit., Karachi 23*27 p<‘i <*ejjt., Porhandai* 0*19 ,])ei 
cent., Morvi^4*69 per cent. 

Bengal consumes per yeai* not less than JtSO iaklrs of maunds of 
imported salt worth over 1 erore of lujiees. This re])iesents a sum 
of monev wliieli the foreigners take awa\ from tliis province everv year 
It is a matter of gieat shame and disgrace that Bengal should be look- 
ing to other countries for her own salt wlien she has her own beaut if \il 
Bay of Bengal, her own saline creeks and biine beds. 

In March, I93d, this (question was prominently brought before the 
Bengal (^ouiiVl by M>. N, K. Basu, to whose (jueries Sir 
John Wo(»dliead gave this reply: — 

“‘So we had an empiiry made to find out whethei* having legaid to 
the actual .selling price, salt could 1 m‘ manufactured at a j^rofit at 
Fulclieri in (‘ox’s Bazar where condition^ ap})eai closely to resembb* 
those in Burma. As regards Fulcheri, the conclusion seems to i)e 
that there is the possibility of success >0 long as the additional import 
43% h maintained.” j 

I Jiiaintain, Sir, wlie .her with oi* without the imj)orl.' duty, ^al^ 
manufaidure in Bengal i,‘-|a commercial projiosilion which will. always 
pay. This was .said in 193fi. Yet strange Ho say, Sir, yi 1937 the 
Government of Bengal i.ssued a communique on the .subject ot 
manufacture of salt in Bengal. It was. said in the Council that tlie jirice 
})er 100 maunds of manufacture of salt in Bengal would not be less Ilian 
Rs. 60, whereas foieig-'^^^salt sells at Cah*utta at Rs. 50 per 100 maumU. 
Sir, salt is manufacturea at a price not more than anna.^ five a maund 
at Karacdii, Tuti(‘orin, Aden and other places, (^uite lecenlly, the 
Conimi.Siiiouei of Excuse and‘ Shit, Bengal, directed Mr Md." Akram 
Hussain to inspect the workings of factories and workings of the 
Bengal Salt rom])an>, litd. According to hi^ re]M)rt. W(* find the 
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Company adopted the Burma method and f/nnd that the cost of jtroduc- 
iim of fine salt was annas se%«m xver, mai/iid. He considered that the 
cost ^’ouid be reduc ed by eeOiiohnsing ihe cost of fuel and the cost of 
trant^poit. He delineated the Company's ne?v scdieme of manufacturing 
salt by combined method of collection of brine by Burma method and 
separation of salt by V»olar eva}K>ration as* ])revalent in the Madras 
coast. The (*<^st of prodintion of solar salt has been estiipated by him 
at annas two only per jnauud. 

Sir, l)]en again ii is only recently that ap ^nvestigalion was carried 
by two special officers of the (loveriunent of Bengal. They are Rai 
Sahib I). ISi. Mukerjea and Mi. V.^S. Kau, Deputy (\>nsei Abators of 
Forests, Kb'ulna. Their report, ha^ leveah'd that Bengal lias very 
good iirospeids of manufacturing sail as above stated. The report has 
encouraged llie j)eo])l(‘ <»f Bro^^^al to take tt) manufacture of salt a 
paying concern. Already tlooe are ';everal comjianies.at work and all 
the companies ar<‘ optfmistic of success. At such a time it is reported 
that the (loverninent of India, lia< arrived at a decision to transfer the 
Salt PiXeise Preventive Depart inent from the (‘ontrol of the Provincial 
Government to its own control. < 

Sir, Industry is a provincial subject. Responsibility for fosiering 
the salt industry training having been laid on the Government of 
Bengal even by yearly contribution made to its (‘offers by the Govern- 
inent. of India. That r«‘s])oiisibilit,\ should not be taken away unless the 
F(‘d('‘ral Government when inaugurated takes it awajs’ from the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. * 

Serious at1em])ts are now lM‘ing‘ niad(‘ by the GoveniitSmt of Bengal 
to' foster the siilt industry and along with it several private concerns 
are doing their level best to help its growth. 

The (‘onteinpJated transfer of the Salt Excise Department will not 
make it possible for the Bengal Government to render effective help 
to and (»xercise necessary contrcd over the development of the Industiy 
on proper lines, if transferred, tin* oificeiv of tlie Preventive Depart- 
ment will be a])pointed by the Goverinneia of India; their pay am^l 
cprospects will be in their bands and they may be reeruited also from 
out^iide the province. These office] s eoiliing ['rom* outside are not likel\ 
in be synij^j^thetic to this*Krowtb of the Salt Industry in Bengal. They 
will' not be under the control of the Government of Bengal. Without 
the eo-operation and co-ordination ))etween the Government of Bengal 
which is primarily responsible for the development of the Industry 
and the Salt Preventive Excise Department, rfiere will be little pros* 
pect of a smooth progress of the Industry in this province. With these 
words, vSir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of this House. ; 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRASANNA UEH kaiaui s ^ i^ir, wnarever may 
be iiy personal opinion, at the outset ! must say that this matter is not 
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withfil* the scope of this Gi '7€a’nnieni, but is primarily the concern of 
the Gk>yenf?nent of India, therefore t do not lake any part in tliis. - 
discussion, but, whaiever may be the decision of this • Hoias^, the 
prooeedfngs will be forwarded to the Government of^ndia. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ciuestlon before •tlie House is thul an 
address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of E^ngal thiougb 
the President of the Bengal Legislative (\nincil that this (k>iiucil is of 
opinion that with a Vie^’ to eiuxnirage the indigenous manufacture of 
salt and the development of the Salt Industry in Bengal it isVssentiaf 
that the vSalt Excise Preventive Department l>e not transferee?! from tlu’ 
Government of Bengal to the tVntml Government and t^) move the 
proper authorities concerned in this bAalf. 

Tlie motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. As the Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1988, 
is coming up for discussion on the 17th l;Vbniary, and there is no time 
to call for anfendments by circulation of notice, I announce that amend- 
me,nts wijl be received in the Council Office till the 15th evening. 

I iiow’ adjourn the House till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the l(>th 
February, 1939. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, tlie Kith 
February, 1939. * 
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Metikbet‘8 abseii^ 

The following members were absent fro;ni the meeting WW on the 
14th February, 19U9: — 

(1) Khan Baliadur N4izini(l(liii Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Hurmiyuii Ileza Chowdhury. 

(•1) Mr. Kanai Lai (ioswami. 

(4) Mr. Mohaiiimad Hossain. 

•« 

(5) lia»i Bahadur Satish Lhamlm Mukherji. 

(()) Mr. H. V, Pod da r. 

(7) Bai Saliib Indu Bhusan Hjirkav. 

re 

(8) llili Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. 

(9) Khan Bah ad hr M. Shamsuzzoha. 

\J0) Mr. D. H. Wilmer. 


®. G. Pre8r-1938-39-12588A— 750. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNQL DEBXV^S 

j » 

The Council met ip the Le^klative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 16th February, 1939, at 2-16 p.m., 
being the sixth day of the First Session, pursuant to section C2(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the'ffon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mrt’RA) was in 
the Chair. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDhA DAS: (ki a matter of information, Sir. I 
gave notice of an adjournment motioni—^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can move that matter after the questions. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Japanese automatic weaving machine. 

39. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) 

Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of^tbe Local Self-Government and 
Industries Department aware that the Japanese automatic weaving 
machine has become very popular in Raipoora thana of Dacca district 
and in Baburbagh of Tippera district? 

(h) Is he aware that in Baburbagh alone cloths w'orth rupees two 
lakhs or so woven by automatic machines are sold in every hat? 

(c) Is he aware that this weaving industry is financed by Marwaris 
to a very great extent, who advance the yarn and realise inordinately 
high pric? for the sainePi 

(d) Is he aware that there are other middlemen who make sub- 
stantial profit and that tjie profit lo the actual weaver is very low? * 

(e) Does, he propose to take steps to elimilnate 'middleman and secure 
8ufficient»wages to the actual weavers? 

(/) Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take stepil to introduce 
weaving by automatic machines in agriculturists’ homes for supple- 
menting their income ?», 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SJJMRAWARDY (on beh^f of tho Minister 
in charge of the Local 8elf-Governme(it and Industries Department) 3. 

(a) and (b) As far as I know, Japanese automatic weaving 
machines are in use in the distrv-t of ^ Dacca lyit they are not 
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very popular. The Ghittaranjan semi-automatic looms manufactured 
in Bengal are used by . the majority of the weavers. I have not been 
able to trace any place called Baburbegh in the district of Tippera. 

(c) and {d) Yes, in a majority of cases. 

(e) and (/) These questions are being inquired into by the Bengal 
Industrial Survey Committee, recently constituted. 

Kfian Batiadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Have the 
Industrial Committee been specially recjuested to enquire with regard 
to this matter P 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHAAWARDYS 1 understand that the 
question raised by the hon’ble ^member comes within the purview of the 
terms of Jeferem^e made to the Industrial Committee, although there 
has been no special i-efeKence to Japanese automatic machines or Chitta- 
ranjan semi-automatic, looms or to middle-man’s profits. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister please consider the desirability of bringing these 
things to the nolice of the Industrial Commiltee for enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; This will be done, Sir. 
Allowance to jurors. 

40. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in chaige of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware 
ihat no travelling allowance is paid to jurors who come lo the District 
Judge’s Court from the mufassil? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the aflinnative, do the Government 
propose to make any provision for the same at an early date ? 

(c) Is the daily allowance paid to those jurors quite sufficient to 
meet the needs for which it is paid ? 

(d) Do the Government propose to makd nec»^8sary arrangemeiils 
to give them a suitable allowance P 

(c) Do the Government propose to pay adequate travelling and 
daily allowances to those jurors who are cited to attend Ihe Court but 
not selected to sit with the Judge? 

MINI8TER in Charge of the dUDICIAL and LEGI8LATIVE 
IMEPAR1[MENT (tho Hon’blo Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): («) There i» provision for payment of travelling allowances 
to jurors in such cases in the rules published under Notification No. 
4666 J., dated the 9th June, 1932 (copy placed below). 
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* \b) Does not arise. . , 

(c) The existing pro^asions are Von sidered. generally adec^uate for 
the purpose. There may, however, be special cases. But <Ee duty of 
serving as a juror is one* which every qualified citizeiT owes to the State 
and Government canno^ be expected to meet all* expenses incurred by 
him in the discharge of his duty as a citizen. 

(d) and (e) The bon’ hie member is referred to the answer given in 
the last Assembly 'session to (c) of unstarred question No. 269. 

NOTIFICATION. 

No. 4()6()J. — 9th June, 1932. — It is hereby notified for general 
information that, in supersession of ajl previous orders on the subject, 
the Governor^ in Council has been pleased to prescribe the following 
rules for the payment by Government of a daily allowance to jurors 
and assessors summoned to attend in criminal trials in Bengal 

The District Magistrate shall order payment on the part of Govern- 
ment 4o any juror summoned to attend his Court and the Sessiona 
Judge shall order payment on* the part of Government to any juror or 
assessor summoned to attend his Court, of an allowance as follows, 
provided the distance between the place of business or usual residence 
of the juror or assessor, whichever is nearer, and the Court house which 

he attends exceeds 5 miles : — 

• • 

1. A daily allowance of not less than Re. 1 and not more than Rs. 5, 
which should not exceed the actual travelling expense, tor the first day 
of att(*ndance at Court or when discharged withhu> being chosen to 
serve as juror or assessor. 

Note. — The juror in submitting his bill for the first day of hia 
attendance must submit a full and correct account of his actual 
travelling cost, the distance travelled and the means of communications 
availed of, so that the presiding officer of the Court may ])e in a position 
to assess the daily allowance for the first day of attendance.* 

2*. An allowance ijot eiceeding Rs. 2 for an. ordinary juTor or 
assessor and not exceeding Rs. 3 for a sfecia! juror for each day of 
actual esttendance hi Court from the second day*of his attendance od 
being chosen to serve as a juror or assessor until discharge. 

In the case of a Special juror, the presiding officer of the Court 
should furnish a certificate 'to the effect that the person was empanelled 
as a Special juror. 

Provided that if the tr^l, lasts more than, two weeks the presiding 
officer of the Court may at discretion allow hitn a daily allowance at aft 
increased rate not exceeding Rs. 5 per diem from the beginning of 
third week till the date of his discharge. ^ 
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The date of commencement of the trial ipould always be noted on 
the bill. * 

Provided also that if the trial lasts more than one day, the Court 
may allow a juror or assessor the same amount for the last day of 
Attendance as was allowed under item 1 above for the first day of 
attendance. ^ 

Ordinarily, the amount due to the juror or assessor will be paid when 
he is discharged, but in protracted trials, the amouift due may be paid 
at the end of each week. 


A. G. R. Pbndbeson, 

t » 

Secretary to the (government of Bengal {offg.). 


Suits tod cases in the Civil Courts. 

41. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H03AIN: (a) 

Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative 
Department Iw phased to state whether the figures of the disposed of 
suits and cases in the Civil Courts for the last 10 years are in the 
possession of the Government!^ If so, will he be pleased to state whether 
the figures show an appreciable fall in the number of the disposed of 
suits and cases during the last two years as compared to the years just 
preceding? » « 

(6) If the reply to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Government be 
plek^ed to state whether it is a fact that the fall, is due ’to the establish- 
ment of Debt Settlement Boards? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Munsifs do not get full work owing to stay 
orders in consequence of requisition from Debt Settlement Boards? 

(d) If the reply to (c) is in the affirmative, what steps do the Govern- 
ment propose to take to give full work to the Munsifs? 

(e) Do the' Government propose to stop temporarily the recruitment 
to (the Bengal Judicial Service as a measure of^ economy? 

The Hon’Me Mawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIHp Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Government has statistics showing the amount of civil wofk in the 
courts in respect of suits. On the whole there has been a substantial 
decrease though in some districts such as 24-Pargana8, Nadia, Murshida- 
bad, Jessore, Khulna, Faridpur and Rangpur, the institutions of 1937 
and 1938 were more" than in 1936. ^ • 

(6) The fall is^ due partly to .decrease ip institutions and partly to 
Requisitions for stay fro'mi Debt Settlement Boards. There is some 
increase in work due to appeals under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ 
Act. 
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(c), (d) and (e) The sitiiation is being watched; there was no 
recmitment last year to the Bengal Civil Service (Judifcial)^ and the 
question of what recruitment, if any, will he made this year is under 
consideration. 


Report, of the Dacca Medical School Enquiry. 

. \ . 

42. Mr. LALIT CHAfTORA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department *be pleased to 
state whether the report ‘of Mr. Tyshn, District Magistrate of Dacca, 
regarding the Dacca Medical School Enquiry, arising out of complaints 
made by some of the girl students there*>f, was acterl upon by the 
Government? • 

(h) Who was that officer against whom the complaint and enquiry 
was made?^ What is his name? And ‘since when and for how many 
years continuously did the officer serve that institution? 

(c) fs there any rule of transfer of the Professors and I/ecturers of 
that Medical School to some other Medical Schools or Colleges under the 
Government? If so, did that rule apply to this particular officer? 

(d) Is this officer still in service? If so, where? Is he in grace or 
disgrace? 

(e) What sfeps'^do Government inten’d to take or have taken to keep 
the precincts of thef girls’ hostel inviolate and sacred? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) The report 

is still under the consideration of Government. I expect to be able to 
pass orders very shortly. 

(h) The officer in questjbn is Khan Sahib Dr. Md. Maizpddin Khan. 
This officer Ijas been in service in the Dacca Medical School continuously 
since the 16th May, 1913'. , * 

(c) Teacher and Demonstrators of Medicai Schools are liable to be 
transferred at* any tinue according to the exigencies of the puT)lic service. 
There are no rules prescribing a transfer after any definite period. 

(d) The officer is still in service and is occupying the post of Teacher 
of Materia Medica and Deputy Superintendent in the Dacca Medical 
School. 

As final orders have not yet been passed by Government #on the 
allegations made against him* no questiqn as ^to* any grace or disgrace 
arises. 

(e) Government consider that the present , arrangements for securing 
the safety of the girls’ hostel are adequate. 
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♦ / 

Mr^ LALIT CHANDIIA DAS: Will liiie Hon'ble Minister please 
^tate wheb tKe report was submitted? I want an appro:timate time. 

The Hon'bie Mr.'TAt«IZUDDIN KHAN: ,I think about a year ago. 

* f 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’bie Minister please 
state what stood in the way of his considering the 'report during these 

twelve months? ’ * 

•# 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDpiN' KHAN*. The report was consi- 
dered by my predecessor and since 1 came to office the report has been 
under my consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHAtAlRA OAS: Will the Ho^’ble Minister please 
state within how many weeks, he is expected to pass orders on the 
report ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I thi nk, Sir, wiinin aooui 
a fortnight. 

Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of the answer to clause 
(6), it appears that this officer .has l)een in ])ac(^a iqr over 26 years; is 
there any special reason why he was not transferml for so many 
years ? 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As 1 have already said, 
8ir, there are no prescribed rules for transfer. T may furtlier add that 
this officer has not been in the Dacca Medical School always in the 
same capacity. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OAS: i^risinK o\it of the answer to clause 

where it has been stated that teachers and demon-strato-rs of Medi- 
cal Schools are liable to,, be transferred at any time according to the 
, exigencies \)t the 'public service, will the Hon’bie Mihister please 
state, therefore, if there was any exigency of puhli<* vservice bn account 
pf which this officer was not transferred froip the Dacca Medical 
BchoolP 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN* KHAN: Well, no exigency arose 
at all faring this period nece^itatingr tlve transfer of this officer. 

, f 

Khen Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Is is not ‘ a fact that this 
officer has been found to Jie very efficient in bis work and that is why 
be has been retained in Dacca? 
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TN Hoil'W* Mr. TAMIUJDDIN KHAN: Th’e answer is in the . 

Iiffirmative. The officer’s work lias been quite satisfactory. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLI.CK: 1 be^ to give 

notice of the following aftiendment ’'to the motion of Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain that the Bengal Agricukural Debtors 
(Amending) Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. This is not the time for that. 

I shall call you when the time comes. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ‘ mOHAMMKd IBRAHIM: [In BenKali-l 

Sir, may 1 rise on a point of request? Jj>i^, some of us on this side of 
the House do not know English and therefore when we* have to send in 
notices of questions or resolutions we have got t® have them translated 
and sent to the (’ouncil Department. This entails an expenditure and 
I would reqinest you to consider if you will be good enough to allow us 
to .send o^ut (juestions and resolutions in Bengali. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, that may lie done. Erom the next 
session you can send in your questions, etc. in Bengali. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (In Bengali.] 

I have another point to raise^ Sir. Sometime ago, 1 sent in a resolution 
to the etfeid tlial tlj^ proceedings of this (’ouncil may be conducted in 
Bengali as everyUody in, this House knows Bengali. As regards the 
Europeans, they too, Sir, know Bengali very well, althoifgh they do not 
generally speak in Bengali as 1 found out in connection witli my 
remark regarding the ])ri('e of jute wdiich I made in Bengali 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The busines?^ of this Jlouse i& 
conducted in accordance ^vith the provisions of • the (irovernment of 
India Act, 1935, where it is laid down that the business of the liCgisla- 
ture shall he comhict^d iiijthe English language. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT:* Order, order. I have received a notii^e from 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das of a -motion to adjourn the business of tho 
House for the pui*pose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, the situatfon which has arisen out of th^ drastic 
action taken by the Government for reayzation of arrelirs of rents and 
other canal dues from the tenants of the Damodar Canal side in thc^ 
District of Burdwan (minus Asansol) by show of all the paraphernalia 
of the coercive machinery of the State. * * 
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* , t 

, Before I decide* whether hii motion^ in order, I would like the 
hon’klt^^member concernetl to satisfy me that the motion relates to a 
definite matter, as the expression ‘^drastic potion’ ^ appears to me to be 
rather too vajjrue. . 

' Mr. LALfr CHANDRA DAS: As far as I know, .Sir, detailed 
statement of facts are not required to be incorporated in tabling a 
motion of this nature. Under section 103 , ■ / 

■» 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But an adjournment motion must be a definite 
matter of urgent public importi*nce. 

Mr. LALIT 'CHANDRA* CfAS: Yes, Sir. But I presume that the 
drastic action taken (Government in that area is iii itself a definite 
matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The hon’ble member would have been well- 
advised if, in framing his motion, he had stated some specific matter 
of recjent occurrence. Non-reference to at least one specific instance 
which would convey an idea of the nature of the drastic action referred 
to, makes the motion absolutely vague. 

Mr. LALIT CHA>IDRA BAS: Those instanc^^s, Sir, I propose to 
give in my statement of facts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will not do. Before I hold your motion 
to be in order, 1 must be satisfied that the motion is definite and not 
vague. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 mayt state, Sir, that over 500 
police pickets have been posted at dift'ere^it centres of the Damodar 
Canal area*, over-awing the tenants for the purpose of payment of the 
capal dues. Then, again, when the teifauts (^irganised some demonstra- 
tion as a mark of protesi; against canal tax, orders under section 144, 
Criminal Procedure (lode, were promulgated in the whole of the 
Damodar Canal area, including the town, prohibiting any meeting or 
procession for a j)eriod of two months in confiection with the canal 
agitation. Over and above this, about 200 soldiers have been stationed 
in the police barracks so that their services may be requisitioned at 
any moment if any untoward devefopftient takes place. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. When were the orders under section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code promulgated and when were the soldiers 
stationed there P' * 
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Mr*. lALIT CHANDRA DAS: On the 14th February, that is to 
say, the day before yesterday! As regards the posting of 500 i)gliee 
pickets at different centres of the Burdwan Canal area, that' was done, 
Sir, during the course of the' last 3 or 4 daj^s. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you make any allegation that they wei^ 
guilty of highhandedness or any illegal action? Mere promulgation of 
prohibitory orders under ^ction 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code or 
the posting of police pick^s'will not make ihe action “drastic'\‘ 

t* 

Mr^ LALIT CHANDRA^ DAS: Mav 1 submit, Sir, - with due 
deference to you that the question is not one of legality or illegality? 
The question is whether action of a drastic jiature wap taken by Gov- 
ernment, — action that may be characterised as a show of force. The 
question is whether the tenants were within their Vights in organising 
some sort of a demonstration to mark their protest against tlie canal 
tax and to brii^g it down from Rs. 5-8 to tii lis. 2-9 or Rs. 1-8, whether 
they can constitutionally go on with their i^gitation and wlndher in 
view of this agitation, the Government can take any drastic action 
which may be interpreted as a show of force. This is the question, 
Sir, and legality or illegality is not the question. Therefore, I say 
that this is a matter of urgent public importance and it is a definite 
matter of public importance too. Accordingly, J submit that I am 
within my rights in raoving it. 

» 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tli^ h oii’ble member need not makij a speech - 
but answ'er my (question. Does lie think that the Government is not 
entitled to station police pi(‘kets or military force if they think that 
step to be necessary? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I never questioned^the right *01 the 
Government to do this or that. T do not call into question th^ legality 
or illegality of -any action of the Government in this matter, Sir. 

Mr- PRESIDENT: Weli, if any illegal itji^ is committed by the 
police or the ^military, the matter can be taken to a coTirt of law. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 again beg to submit, Sir, that I 
do not bring in the question of legality or illegality of any action of 
the Government. It may be well within their rights to. depute as many 
soldiers or policemen as necessary ^to deal with the situation satis- 
factorily. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The real point is whether all this constitutes 
“drastic*’ action. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 500 police pickets were' actually 
pos^eH at different, centres of tbe DanAnlar Canal area. 1 maintain^ 
Sir, n is a show of force, and the purpose behind it, I allege, is io 
overawe these tenants to pay up their ari^ars. 


* The HonAble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is no action. 


Mr. UALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, it is action, rather direct action 
taken by the (jovernment. Not t\mt any force was actually used upon 
the tenantvS but it is a show (rf force by (JOvernment which should not 
have been done. That is a dhistic action and a matter of urgent and 
public importqnee. And i think it may be regarded as a drastic action, 
irrespective of whether it is legal or illegal. vSo, I am within my rights 
to move the adjournment motion on that ground. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the hou’ble member is labouring under 
some misconception about the meitning of the word “urgeAt’’ as' it is 
understood in the parliamentary sense. A mutter may be very urgent 
politically speiiking, but he must explain to the House and convince 
the President that it conforms to the parliamentary sense of the word 
‘*urgent’\ On a similar occasion, Sir Frederick Whyte observed that 
“the rule provides an opp<ptunity for tlie meinJ>ers of the House to 
draw the attention of (lovernment to a mutter of. recent occurrence 
which tould not otherwise be discu.ssed under th^ ordinary pioeedure 
of tbe Houi^e.” The Chair will be very ' reluctant to interrupt the 
ordinary business of the House unless it can he shown that an emergency 
has suddenly arisen and that there will be no opportunity for tbe House 
to discuss the matler except on an adjournment motion. As a matter 
of fact, during the Budget discussion the (^hair presumes that the 
Hon’ble inembcfTs will get enough opportunity of discussing this 
matter. ’Further, this question about the D^modar Canal rates has been 
before tbe country now for a year and more and although the allega- 
tion is that there was a “show of ' all parapliernalia of the coercive 
machin^y of the State”, the hon’ble member could not point to a 
single illegal action on tbe part of the police or the sqldiers. So, I 
hold that^^ his motion is not in order. 


ThB Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg 
to give notice of tbe following ^amendment to the motion of Khaa 
Bahiwlur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Houain that the Bengal Agric\iltiiiBd 
Debtors’ Amendment* Bill,* 1937, be referred to a Select Committee. 
My amendment is that the Bill be re-circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion thereon by the 31st of July, 1939. 
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I further request, Sir, that you would be good eno^ugh to accept this 
sluirt notice ond good enough fbrther to s^e that the notice is circulated 
to the members concerned. 


Amendment of section 57 of the Council Rules and standijig orders. » 

Mr. LALIT GHAKDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. I 
gave notice under secftion'57 of the Rules and Standing Orders, of this 
Council. That section runs as follows: — »• 

I 

“As soon as possible * ^fter the (jlovernor has promulgated an 
ordinance under sub-section (/) of section 88 of the Act, printed (jopies 
of such ordinance shall be made available t^i members of the Oouncil. 
Within six weeks from the reassembly of the (kmncil. any member may, 
after giving three clear days’ noti(^e 1o the Secretai*>’, move a resolution 
disiipproving the ordinance and if such a resolution is passed, it shall 
be forwarded d)o the Assembly with a message asking for its (on- 
currence,” 

• I 

Sir, the copies ot the Ordinahi'e were circulaied. The Hon’ble 
Home Minister placed the Jute Ordinance on the table of this House 
and on the very next day I sent in notice of a resolution to the Secretary 
of the Council disapproving the ordinance. 1 liave not heard anytlwng 
as to how matters stand with regard to that resolution of mine, whether 
an opjjortunity wjll be given. Sir, to this House for discussing this 
resoluiioii or not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The lion’bie member is fully entitled to com- 
plain in so far as no date has as yet been fixed for discussing the 
resolution given notice of by him. Rut the Chair’s attention has just 
been drawn to a notihcation which was received by tlie Secretary to 
the Council modifying section No. 57 of the Council Rules and Stand- 
ing Orders. It reads thus: — 

“In exercise of the powers oon»ferred by sub-section (.3) of section 
of the Government of India Act, 1985, and impartial modification of 
previous orders the Governor is pleased to direct Hhiiit the Bengal 
Jjegislative Council Rules, as modified and adapted under the said sub- 
section for file Bengal ^legislative Council, shall be modified further 
so as to sulistitute the following for rule 24. So the old section 57 goes 
out. The present one is as follows: — 

‘As soon as possible after the Governor has promulgat.<iA an 
ordinance -under sub-section (7^ of action ,88 of tke Act, such 
ordinance shcdl be laid before the Council and printed copies thereof 
«ball be made available to the members of the Council^ 
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(2) li a message is received from the Assembly asking the con- 
currence of the Council in a^ resolutiori* disapproving such ordinance^ 
any'ifKmber may, after giving three clear days’ notice, move a resolution 
concurring in the resoluiion of the Assembly and the decision of the 
Council thereon shall forthwith be communicated to the Governor and 
to the Assembly’.” 

This notification which is signed by Mr. H. J. Twynam, Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, ^ated Calcutta, the 16th 
February, 1939, reached the Council Depafrtinent at 1-40 p.m. to-day. 

It wiil^ thus be seen that under the rule, as now modified, the 
uiattei* of an ordinance under section 88 of the Government of India 
Act is to be discussed in IhecAssembly in the first instance and after 
it is carried there, it will ^e^.sent to the Council for its concurrence. 

f. 

Mra HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of Order, Sir. May I ask 
for a ruling fiom you as to whether this new rule which you have just 
now read is in order at all, whether it is not altra vires in view of the 
fact that it goes against one of the explicit provisions of tie Govern- 
ment of India Act, where it is clearly laid down — 

“that, excepting financial matters, each House has the power to 

. initiate any bill or any other question”. 

Now, Sir, since expression of opinion, whether of. approval or dis- 
approval of an ordinance, is not a hnancial matter, is not this rule 
which has just now been read to us by you, Sir, a clear violation of 
the explicit provisions of the Act which gives us equal power with the 
other House to originate such discussion P 


Mr«. PRESIDENTS If the hon’ble member will refer to section 88 
of the Government of India Act, he will find that the revised rule is 
quite in conformity with the Government of India Act. According to 
sub-section (2) of section 88 of the •Gov^rnm-ent of India Act, “An 
ordinance promulgated^. under this seidion shall have the same force 
and effe<5"i as ant Act of the Provincial Legislature assented to by the 
Governor, but every such ordinance — 

(a) shall be laid before the Provincial Legislature and shall cease 
to operate at the expiration of six weeks from the 
reassembly of the Legiflature, or if a resolution disapprov- 
ing it is passed by the Legislative Assembly and agreed to 
by the Legislative Council, if any, upon the passing of the 
resolution or, as the case may be, on the resolution being 
agr^d to by the Ooipicil'L ' 
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I .hope it will be now clear that a resolution disapproving tke 
ordinance must be passed in tjie Assembly first and then it will be sent 
to the Council for its concurrence. The Governor certainly^^has ,;jowers 
to amend the rules of procedure and Standing Orders, under section 
84 (3) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Mri HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may 1 further subibii that tlie 
sub-section which you have just now read out only provides that if it 
is passed by the Legi^la^jve Assembly, it shall be further discussed in 
the Legislative Council and if both the Houses agree in disapproving 
it, it shall be withdrawn. But is there anything in this ?ub-section 
which goes against- the general provision which gives equal power to 
the two Houses to initiate discussion on an ordinance of this type? 
That is the point to which I wanted to your attention, Sir, in 

raising the point of order. It is no doubt clearly laid down that if 
an ordinance is disapproved of in the Lower Hous^, it must be further 
disapproved of in the Upper House before it can l>e rejected and before 
the Governor ^takes notice of it and witlidraws the ordinance. But 
where is the bar in this sub-section to the Upper House exercising the 
right to discuss the question of this Jute Ordinance or any other 
ordinance ? 


Mfg PRESIDENT: The President is bound to follow the Rules 
and Standing Orders of the House unless, of course, the rules are 
ultra vires of the Sta'iute itself, in which rase certainly the President 
can give a ruling. Bpt as I have already said, under section 84(»?) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935, the Governor has the right to make- 
such modifications and adaptations in the rules of procedure as lie thinks 
necessary. So, the President's scope is very much limited. He has to 
follow the rules of the House and having regard to the provisions 
contained in section 88 {2) (a) of the Statute, I find that the rule is not 
ultra vires* 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: May I rise on a further point 
of Order?. I think, Sir, that there is that hypothetical. “if'\ as you. 
have read out just now, in the old rule. I ilhink, therefye, thatr“ 
within the limits of the. constitution, the procedure laid down now is 
that if in the matter of an ordinance the Assembly first •take the 
initiative for a discussion, then this Council is bound to follow the 
consequences of that discussion. I do not think. Sir, that the general 
powers which vest in this Council as regards this initiative, that 
inherent power of initiative is not ci/Ttailed on account of the uy of 

the word “if” in that section which you have* cited. 

# • 

Therefore, Sir, my first point is this, that on account of this 
hypothetical reference, the fundamental ^ghts of this pouse remain 
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mitouched, and I think this Houde will be perfectly entitled to^ take 
initiatiTe in discussions of matters of ^rave public importance and 
aucb c^;natter is no doubt implied in wnat is called an ordinance. 

My second point of order is this. Granting, Sir, that the interpre- 
tation just now given is correct, I do not see how the order of the 
Governor which waA passed on the 16th of February can apply 
‘fetrospectiveV to the notice for a motion which was given about 4 
days back. Therefore, our second complaint is that administrative 
action of this Council was not taken on a motion which was prior to 
this amejfdment of the rules of the Council. 

« 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am ^fraid, the hon’ble member has missed 
my point. The President is ‘bound to give effect to the Buies and 
Standing Or4ers unless c these Rules and Standing Orders are 
tiltra vires of the Statute. Tinder section 84, sub-clause («3), the 
Governor has every ^ right to make such modifications and adaptations 
to the rules as he might think necessary. So, the President is bound 
to follow the rules as prescribed. 

The further point 1 want to emphasise is that these rules are rules 
of procedure. So, as soon as they are promulgated, they take their 
-effect. I'nlikc' a substantive law, in regard to a pro(‘edural matter a 
rule must take its force as soon as it is promulgated. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, the point we w'aiit to submit -s 
that this section 88(.^)(rt) says that the ordinance shall cease t/O 
operate at the expiration of six weeks or after a resolution 
‘it is passed ju the Legislative Houses. Supposing we pass it Tesolfifi<ffi 
disapproving it, there is no reason to think that the Ordinance will 
forthwith cease; it shall not cease its operation. But w’e do not find 
in this sub-section any bar to the Tjegislative Council discussing the 
point. 

Mr PRESIDENT: It is the rule— 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I just explain 
the position? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The HoiPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the point is that 
under section SS(2){(i), this resolution cannot he moved now, because 
of Vhe rules that have been made by tbe Governor. But the power of 
moving a resolution^ in tl^s House has not been stopped and if on a . 
non -official day, any member were to bring in a resolution expressing 
*di8approval of the ordinance, there is no bar to it, 

• ( f 
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Dr.'RADHA KUMUD MOOKERili: Sir, what^bnut th« objection 
on the ground of retrospectiv4 effect being given? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AsT have said, it is a procedural matter and 
it will take effect as soon ps it is promulgated.^ 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I think Sir Nuziimultlin 
is correct. Tower hUs'^iot been taken from this House. Section 88 
only covers 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The matter is closed. 

» I 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURHl: • Will it be <Iis( ussed at the 
expres.s desire of. certain meniliers on a non-ofiicial day? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The ( hair IS not*Ciille(l upon to "ive Ji ruling 
on any hyjxiTlieticul niatier. If a resolution is moved, 1 will certainly 
consider ^lie point. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May 1 rise on a further point of order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no motion before the House on wliich 
you can raise a poii.*t of order. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH^: On a point of information, Sir. T under- 
stand that the liules Committee was formed some time* ago — perhaps 
six months ago. May I know if that Committee has submitted its 
report already ? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The jmsition is Oils, Sir. 
Government intend that thd Kules Committee’s report sliould be taken 
into consideriitioii towards the end of the session. If we ha?t*ml lowed 
the report to be made the subject-matter of discussion in the midst of* 
the session, then we would have got one set of rules fot one portio n *of 
the session and another set of rules for another portpn of life session. 
The posit iftVi therefore would have been an extremely complicated one 
and all questions abou^ notices and other things would ha^^ had to be 
altered. 8o Government’s idea is that toivards the end of this session, 
the rules should be placed before the House and time allotted for its 
consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I recollect thaUthe Pome Minister made a 
statement like this 'at the end of the last session also, when he hoped 
that members of both the Houses woqld meet and discuss the report. 

2 



186 


BUDGHET ESTIMATE. 


[ICth Feb, 


But unfortunately, that has not materialised yet. The Chair expects 
that the matter will not he fi/rther delated this session. This House 
is competent to make its own rules. If the House is not 

sufficiently vigilant about its own rights and privileges, no objection 
(jiui be taken to rules being made by Government. The Governor is 
fully conijudent under the law to make any modification or adaptation in 
tlie rules. * 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is there no means of forcing the Eules 
Committee ^ to submit its reimrt? 

t 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Well, the Committee ha!4 
already HiilmiiM^ed its repoi*i.* 

. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir I^AZIMUDDIN: Sir, since the last sessioti 
of the Assembly, things have moved cjonsiderably forward and there is 
considerable unanimity between the rules suggested by the SeJect Com- 
mittee of this Council and the rules suggested by the Select (hinimittee 
of the Assembly. One or tw'o points of slight ditl'erence only remain 
for adjustment and I hope an agreement will be reached on them 
during this session. 

* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope an attemjit will be made to place the 
draft rules framed by the Rules (Vunmitiee before Hie Budget session 
is closed. , 

J will now ask the Finance Minister to place before the House his 
annual Financi^il Statement and make his Budget speech. 


BUDGET ESTIMATE. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER; Sir, it is my proud 
])rivilege%'^o present to this House the Budget Estimates for the year 
19d!)-4(), which I presented to the Assembly yesterday, 'j’he receipts 
and expeiifiiture hav(* been reviewed, the various items have been 
explained and their implications have been fully set forth in a state- 
ment whicdi I made to the Assembly yesterday and I am making this 
available with your permission, Sir, to hon’ble members of this 
Hous^for their peru^al^ ^ 1 am doing this with the idea that I should 
uot waste your time by repetting the facts and arguments over again. 
I may therefore crave your indulgence for presenting you only with 
a hurried picture of th^ budgetary position. 
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When I presented the Budget for the current y«ar, I expected that 
the closing balance for the }4ar 19t37-3S would amount to a crore and 
91 lakhs. As a result of the economic set-hack howt^verf* which 
started during the last part* of 1937-38, this expectation was not fully 
realised and the closing btilance wat^ reduced a (uore and 3t> laklis. 
The current year started, therefore, with an opening balanct; which*' 
was oo lakhs less tlian what we had originally assunicif. T1 h‘ conti- 
nuance of the economi)y^ depression up to the end of suninuu* and tlie 
occurrence of floods* t]icrca*fter liave further depleted our r.csoui’ces. 
Our receipts from Jute duty. Land Itevenue and Stam])s felVotf consi- 
derably and while, some improvenruit was registered unde^ heads liki' 
Excise and Income-tax, the net declkie in revenue amounti'd to no 
less than 41 laklis. On tlie other hand, an additional e\])enditurc of 
about o(j lakhs was leiiiiired in the shajm ‘*of loans and test works for 
till' ridief of distfess brought on by the floods. A,s a rt‘sult, the clo>ing 
balance which was placed at 1 crorci 75 lakhs when the Budget was 
framed, is now expected to be only 78 lakhs. This is e\clusivi‘ of th(‘ 
investment of 10 lakhs in tlu' Eamine lnsuran(H‘ Fund and two items 
tothlling*! crore lakhs whicli represimt our imestimmi in (io\ em- 
inent Securities and Treasur\ bills. 


in the ]iudg('t Estimate for the ensuing year, i.e.. 1930-10, avc 
]dace the total revenue at 13 cror(*s 78 laklis and the total expenditure 
at 14 crores 05 laklvs. Both the receijit and the exjienditure side uf 
the Biidget are infliA(*d by the inclusion* of a suin of 93 lakhs uhicli 
rejiresents public’ w^irks c(‘ss and other receipts, which wiuc so long 
being credited dii^ct to local bodies but which are r(‘(juired by, a 
(diaiige in tin; law to be credited from next year as provhicial rcvmiues 
and then paid out as grants. 33ie net efl'ect on the Budget (d this 
adjustment is nil. 

The gap between rec(*ij)t and ex])enditure mi i(*venu(‘ a<*{‘onnt, 
according to th(‘ estimates d()r 1939-4t) is 87 lakhs, M’liich ci>ald hav(‘ 
been met from the reserve of 1 (*rore 23 lakh’s liehl iiv ^;curili(‘s. 
Instead, ho^<^*ver, (d' de])leting tin’s reserve which it is i‘‘.>enlial to^ 
maintain against emergencies, i1. is proposed to raise a. loan of 1 i ripi' 
in the coming year. Many of the items »paiil ’ out froij^ ^ 

revenues w^‘re really not exy>enditur(‘s strictly refi‘ra*l)h‘ to that parti- 
cular year, and the major jmrtion (d .the amount repr(‘s«int interest- 
bearing loans and ad\^nces: as such, it wa.s only projier that these 
should be met by raising a loan. The year will, on this basis, close 
with a balance of 85 lakhs in addition to the rescuve in securities and 
investments to which I have alrea*d.y referred. 

• . • • • . • , 

The Budget for the coming year includes injw items of e\p(mditu?(* 
of about 79 lakhs, Bie main increase being under the fcdlowing heads: 
Civil Works — 24 lakhs, Education — IJJ lakl^p. Debt , (him iliat ion -9 
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lakhs, liural Uplift grants — 6 lakhs, Public Health — 6 lakhs. 
Medical — 3 lakhs, Agriculture— 3 lakhs, ^nd Industries — 3 lakhs. The 
net rethlt of the year’s working is estimated to be a deficit of 87 lakhs 
on revenue account, the bulk of which is df a non-recurring character. 
But when tlie loan of one crore is tak^n into account in the Debt 
Deposit Section, the result is a small surplus of 7 lakhs. 

It will be thus evident from what I have sai 1 that the actual results 
ill many cases have belied our expectations lowing to (‘ircumstances, 
both domestic and international. Our budgetary fortunes depend to 
a material, extent on International factors, wliicli are essentially 
uncertain in character. Unfoi;tunately, this important fact is often 
lost sight of. Thus, even' our .most cautious estimates are 
sometimes belied.. In so far as the year 1939-40 is concerned, the 
estimates have been prepared after a very careful analysis of all 
relevant circumstance's, so far as it is possible to visualise the future. 
Let me imly hope that our initicipations will be realized and that all 
that we have set out to do will be carried into action. * 

The comjiletion of tin* schemes for which new jirovision lias been 
made in thf' Budget would extend over a number of years: the provi- 
sion in the coming year's Budget relates to only sucli jiortions of the 
scheiiu's as are ex])ected to be finished within that ytnir. It follows 
tlo'rvfore tliat in future further funds will be required for the comple- 
tion of thes(‘ schemes. To this end it is proposed to introduce two 
new taxation measures shortly, which are estimated to yield about 
12 lakhs of revenue. 

f 

One thing stands out (piite clear from the estimated results of 
tile year’s working: it is this that, while it may be possible to finance 
(‘xtensions of t'xisting schemes or certain small new schemes from 
existing sources of revenue if there he an inqirovement in their yield 
for any major sidiemes of ameliorative work, fresh taxation w’oiild be 
indispjiujpable. 

1/1 know. Sir, that considering the variety, and intensity of the 
accuinulated needs of^. tlie people, (*onsidering tin* innumerable 
grievance^’ that have to be removed, the provisions made in the next 
year’s Budget or tlie results achieved during the last two years cannot 
be such as will satisfy all. But I may assure you that we have not 
spared ourselves to do what is. possible within the limits of our own 
capacities and our available resour(?es. It is not possible, Sir, even 
that is well-estifblished, well-equipped in resources 
and in men, and which has the advantage of long traditions of public 
work and service, — it is not^ possible even for such a Government to 
cater to every requirement of the people, not to speak of a Govern- 
ment such as (rars, which is inexperienced, has very limited resources 
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and has, moreover, to work among a people who have not yet acquired 
an adequate civic consciousness yet. All that a Govern men^qan do* 
is to act with reasonable foresight, and so far as its resources allow, 
to plan for the fullest measure of relief. That is what we sought to 
do within the liniitatioiis^of our resources and, environment. To what 
extent we have succeeded is for you to judge. But mayji he ])ermitied^ 
to say this: that, wiGiin the limitations that surround a Provincial 
Government, we haw\iade a beginning in many directions, and have 
initiated sidi ernes wiiicli, if consistently pursued and sufficiently backed 
by popular support, will bring to the masses a greater j>nd greater 
measure of relief., • 


• % 

I am not so presumptuous, as to (^aim that the solution of the 
stupendous ])roblems of social and ecojfoifii(* reconstruction is within 
our sight. Oni*. problems are so vast and ever sorrowing, our rt^sources 
ar(‘ so liniiied and variable, our dearth of compet(*nt num lo work and 
pursue scluMiies is so great, and tin* solnjions of many of lh(‘ problems 
being by (ffl*ir very iialuri* a question of tinu', we can hardly think of 
solving 4 hem in one single year or evcii within a ft*w >i‘ars’ time. In 
man\ directions wt‘ have only tnade b(‘ginnings along ])lanned lin(‘s; 
but our success, and its e.\tent and character, will dtqx'nd on our 
i{‘sourci‘s in funds and man-powt‘r, as well as on the sujjport and 
co-o])(*ration Avt‘ rec(‘iv(‘ from the public. 

Sir, our revenues unfortiniately are md only limited but also 
extreimdN variabb*, 'Phis tact is a \ery dis<|uieting featun* of our 
finames. Jn vicN^, h(»\N(‘V(*r. of the stuj)endous nature of the task that- 
awaits us, it is essential to e\])lore fresh avenues lor obTaining income 
aiifl iiKJstly with tin* hel}) of ta.xation measures. Jt is also the basic 
economic ],)rinciple of social pnigress that the soci(‘ty should ])ay for 
the services it receives. It has been well said that “tax(‘s are the price 
we ])ay for civilized societ\.'’ We know that tax(‘s are always odious, 
for they involve a financial burden, however smnll,^ and the heiiehls 
they presuppose are so indirect and distant that the social consifience is 
never at ease over taxation inuasures. Hut, Sir, the individual is th^ 
])art and parcel of the State of which the (|OVerumeht is 
l)i(‘ce. The* felationsliip between the Governineiit ‘ind tin 
is, therebne, not one of economic 'antagonism, as people are often led 
to think, but one of ;nutual co-operation. And the individuals must 
make their willing contribution to the task to which the (jovernment 
set their hands with tlie object of securing a large measure of happiness 
for the whole community of which the individual is a part..r 


;"*mdividual 


It is ^n unfortunate fact, Sir, that paying taxee^ people are not 
moved by the benefits which these tax recieipis bring to the society. 
Taxes are in the nature of anathema to them, for they do not look 
beyond the imposition to the social *benefitS that have a cumulative 
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influence on the present and future generations. It is high time that 
there, should be a change in such an outlook. 

If I have somewhat indulged in tliese principles of economic 
ethics, it is because I wanted to emphasise the cardinal fact that 
/lemocracy is never cheap and that for a progressive democracy, the 
contributions if the financially able in the shape of taxes are essentially 
necessary. 

Ill planning our tax measures, we shall,' of course, be guided by 
eonsiderat1*ons of economic justice. It must be our endeavour to lighten 
the burden lor those who cannot bear it, but tliose who are financially 
able will be asked to shoulder luV^^eater burden. Taxation, as you are 
aware, is one of ihe effectiye^ means for the redistribution of wealtli 
witliin the soci(^ty on a rational basis. AVe may not go all the way 
with ihe socialists wh« advocate a policy of smoothing but all ineiiuali- 
ties in society with ruthless justice, but we must admit that in a society 
where millions lack what a ft^w people take for granted necessities 
of life, no real progress c.an be possible. A staggering in(‘(iuality with 
its inevitable coiiseiiuences of poverty and lack of opportunity for tbe 
masses produces social disharmony. That does not make for peace and 
progress. Social co-oiieration and mutual fellowship can never 
germinate in an atmosphere of distrust, animosity and an over- 
powering sense of social injustice. 

It, is for all this that all measures intended to bepcfit the masses, 
to lift them out of the conditions ot misery and s(ihalor, to raise their 
sti'indard of living and to enable them to realise all that they are 
capable of, carry with them an unanswerable justification which no 
financial considiuations should destroy. 

To carry through a comprehensive scheme of amelioration, we 
must raiijie funds. /The need for this will be obvious when it is recalled 
that tlu* i>er capiia revenue of this jirovince is lower than that of any 
other coinparable jirovinee in India, According to tlu' lludget figures 
Hor Il)d8-d9, the revenue raised per head of the population is Its. (i-7 in 
Jlnmlyiv, Its. 4-9 in Piipjab, Its. 4-4 in Madras but in llengal it is 
only Its.^-(i. Owr manifold reciuirements in , the shape of better 
educational ^facilities, improved methods of agriculture, " organised 
medical relief, good roads and irrigation facilities, development of 
industry, and maintenance of peace and order which affects each and 
every individual in the province cannot obviously be. met out of this 
contribution of Ks. 2-94 annas pei« head. This figure is indeed a 
standing reminder of Mie limitation oi our present financial resources. 
These resources must be^ copsWerably augmented before even our most 
pressing problems can be adequately tackled. But in addition to 
funds, we shall* need people able to conceive, initiate and execute 
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practicable measures for mass uplift and also •enthusiastic public 
support. We have vast resources of liuinan inaierial lyinp^ i;y«- and’ 
I feel that given an enthusiastic popular backing an ahndsphere could 
be created in which this wealth of human material tould be utilised 
for promoting many projects of mass welfare, with a very small cost 
to the Stat«. 

/ 

^"'Of the many vexei^ problems that face us, unemjdoymeni is one of 
the most serious. Tlie question has been so persistently pressed on our 
attention in this House that I feel called upon to make a few observa- 
tions on it on this occasion. Its magnitude and its ugly potentialities 
can hardly be eiaggerat^d. The e:?dsten(‘e of a large* niimlxu* of 
l)eople who want work and are willing to work, but cannot get work, 
must put a terrible strain upon the vir;# foundation of society and 
exi)ose it to disruption and disintegration. The problem is one that 
does not concern the, rural population alone: ifs in(‘idence in fact is 
disastrously acute among the middle cLasse^ and the educated seidions 
of our people. The thousands of young mej» coming out of the 
Ujiivers^ty knocking at every door for emjdoyment, hut being refused 
every wliere is a situation which not only kills the sense of self- 
respect of these unfortunate >oung men but strikes at the very root 
of an ordered and contented society, it is a potent source of danger 
which it would be the height of folly to overlook. The misery qf the 
educated middle cljisses have been further aggravated in that »even 
those who were eayning a livelihood have, in certain professions, 
particularly in l^aw, been so hard hit recently owing to a variety of 
factors that they* are al^o now swelling the ranks of the educated 
unemployed. The suffering that this means to numerous families is 
beyond words. While the agriculturist in the village can, if he makes 
a serious effort, earn at least his dailx morsel even by selling his 
labour on occasion, these unemj)l()yed members of th(‘ educated middle 
classes find themselves in a really desperate situation with eyory door 
barred against them and Tiilank starvation staring them^ and their 
di^pendants Jn the face. I feel therefore tliat while wc; must* never 
slacken* our eft'orts for the welfare of the rural population which w^ 
have placed in the forefront of our programpie, we niust 
centrating our attention to the villages forget th(‘ middle (•tiTsses who 
have brought light and culture to tfhe province and have hrpm Hie torch 
— bearers of its national movement. The Government are fully alive to 
this problem and are doing all that they <*an to expand the avenues of 
employment. The expansion of the social services and other beneficent 
activities of the Government will help, however partially, towards 
alleviating the problem of rnmniploymentj The ur^lertaking of a 
larger measure of jpublic work would alf<b makfe some helpful contribu- 
tion in this matter. But it should be (divious that no Government 
could absorb in its services all the Uftiemployed. In 'our position the 
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chances of our beiii^ able to pay doles to the unemployed in the near 
future, is also very remote. An adequate solution of the problem will 
depend on the creation of extensive machineries for absorbing more 
people in large-scale, small and cottage industries, in commerce and 
trade, both retail and wholesale, in transportation both large and small. 

^‘And in all these, opportunities for absorption of larger iiumb<*rs can 
come more through the stimulation of private enteri)rise than tlirough 
direct governmental efforts. 

In fact with a view to assist tlie industrial development of the 
province, wldch in its turn will lielp in the solution of this acute 
probkmi of unemployment, the (Government had already undertaken an 
industrial survey of the province, and an expert c‘t>mmittee has been 
set. uj) for the purpose. • 

The membership <ft‘ that Committee is iiideeil a distinguished one. 
A mere statement ot the names is siifHcient to inspire tlie utmost 
confidence in, and relianc(‘ upon, tlieir re(‘ommendatioT’“. We are 
looking forward to a splendid ajid comprehensive survey of the entire 
subject wliich will hel]) us in jdanning and t'xecuting our policy of 
industrial devcdopmeiit in tliis ])rovince and we believe that the 
committee’s recommendations would be of immense help to private 
enterj)ris(‘ also if the latter takes advantage of thes(\ 

Another matter wliich has been often dis(‘usse« in this House and 
for which thm-i' has been a ])ersist(']it demand is the subject of 
retrenchmcMit on which also T would like to say a tew words. On this 
matter also, T may assure you, Sir, the (ioVi'rnment have not been 
unmindful. The Oovernmmit jmijiose vshortly to issue a statement as 
to tlie measures of economy they have ado])ted, since assumption of 
offici', on th(* basis of the recommendations of the Swan Committee, 
the measures of economy recommended by the Swan Committee wdiich 
the (xovernment do not C(»nsider it i)oSvsible to carry out and those which 
are still under consideration and also the further measures of economy 
outside those suggested by that Committee wdiich the ’(jovernment 
have now under consideration. I do not, therefore, projiose to go into 
ffie’buojtr.k in detail on “i his occasion but only refer to .''^'c important 
aspect of it at some length, v 

The demand for retrenchment is raised most in connection with the 
pay-scales of Government servants and their strength. I would, 
therefore, examine this demand more closely. As to the personnel, I 
am afraid it must tend in an upward direction in a developing 
democratic go-vernment;. The inevitable increase in the work of the 
administration in response to** the popular demand for larger and new 
additional services naturally necessitates the employment of larger 
numbers to cope with tho enlarged task. As to scales of pay, I may 
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re(!all that drastic retreuchments were effected by the previous adminis- 
tiation in 1934 in the scale.^ of pay of' services under the control of the 
Provincial Government. In fact, so drastic was the nature" of this 
retrenchment and so far in advance of what has probably even now 
been effected in many major provinces that not much scope for still 
further retrenchment was left to us, particularly in respect of tho 
startiiif^ salaries of the various grades of service.' Nevertheless, in 
pursuance of the desif® of the Legislature, the Government are now out 
on a second attack on pay-scales in the upper limits in the grades. The 
detailed proposals in regard to each grade are now under the considera- 
tion of the Government and decision on the matter will He reached at 
an early date. The suggestions for., reduction of scales of pay for 
future entrants which I have now placed l)efore the Government 
pursuant to the wishes of the Legislature will have -.the effect of bring- 
ing down scale? of pay to such a level that I have mj^ own doubts 
whether men of the calibre and qualifications who have in the past 
been attracted to Government service will in future offer themselves 
for recruitiilent to posts under the Government. It will not do to forget 
that th^ scope of employment in non-Government institutions is in 
Bengal much larger than in other provinces and these non-Government 
employers offer in many branches (»f work rates of pay which are 
comparatively much higher. There is another consideration to which 
also I would like to draw attention in this connection. These repeated 
attacks on the scale^.^ of pay of Government servants may tend to shake 
that confidence and sense of security and permanence which have been 
associated with Gcvernment service: and if that is shaken, there is 
great risk of the morale^ of the public services being weakened. At a 
time when the Government propose gradually to take upon themselves 
the planning and execution of stupendous schemes of social ameliora- 
tion, larger and larger demands would no doubt be made on the ability, 
integrity and loyalty of Government servants; a weakening of morale 
at such a time is, therefore, likely to prove a handicap to Government 
in the promotion of their objectives. 

After all, what is the s(;oj)e of retrenchment and what is its extenb 
in the different service.s? The total salary bill of the Government per 
annum is G-mires, 2 lakhs and Ki thousands'* out of which 
thousands* are charged and mostly controlled by the Secretary of State. 
Even among the employees of provincial Governments, the scales of 
pay of. those in service on the 31st March, 1937, cannot be deliberalised 
in any manner without the approval of the Secretary of State exercised 
through the Governor. Even assuming that the Governor’s consent 
were obtained — I am sure the Governor would not give such consent 
unless there was a serious financial stringency threatening probably a 
breakdown — the ^cope of retrenchment would indeed be extremely 
limited as I shall indicate by certain figures. / 

3 
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Amount drawn ^by Government servants 

drawing pay at Rs. 100 or less ^iier 

ilrcnth' ... ... ... 2 orores 75 lakhs 90 

^ thousand. 

2. Amount drawn by those whose pay is 

above Rs. 100 but not above Rs. 200 ... <SJ lakhs 95 thousand. 

t 

3. Amount drawn by those whose pay is 

above Rs. 200 but not above Rs. 500 ... / ciore 15 thousand. 

4. Amount drawn by those with pay 

between Rs. 500 and 1,000 ... 09 lakhs 18 thousand. 

b. Amount drawn by those with pay abov^ 

Rs. 1,000 ... ... ... 74 lakhs 85 thousand. 

Total ... 6 orores 2 lakhs 1 3 

thousand. 

I think there is very little scope for retrenchment in 1 and 2, and 
these two must practically be exempted. In the remaining three 
categories salaries of a total of 98*88 lakhs have to be left out, being 
outside our control, although the highest scales of pay offering the 
largest scope for reduction are all in this block. After we have 
allowed for all these, there remains a balance of about 1 crore and 45 
lakhs where alone we could effect retrenchment. So it must be clear 
that the scope is inde(‘d very limited even if the GcS^rnor were to give 
his consent as 1 have mentioned before. The measures of economy to 
be effe(*ted in regard to future entrants to Government service after 
1937 would no doubt produce their effect only very gradually. The 
field within whicli retrenchment by way of reduction of pay can 
operate is, tiierefore, obviously so narrow and restricted that we would 
not be at all justifit'd in expecting from this source a sum that may be 
of any considerable help to us in promoting large-scale nation-building 
activities.- , 

Althouglc 1 have spoken to you in some details about the various 
^imitations within which alone retrenchment could operate,* I wish to 
emphasise that the Government have tor this reason by no means 
*S?fit^w\?T^^heir efforts for 'Economy. On the contrary, th& Government 
are always on tlie alert and trying to explore all possible avenues of 
further economy. They are also constantly in touch with other 
provincial Governments and are carefully watching the measures those 
Governments are adopting. 

Before I conclude 1 should like t^ say a few words on the present 
condition and outlook of the jute t[;ade on which the economic 
prosperity of the province inchvling that of the Government exchequer 
is very materially dependent. The year 1939-40, I may say at once, 
opens with very reassuring prospects for the jute trade for more than 
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one reason. In the first place there has come abqut during 1938-3^* 
a distinct change in tlie rektive position of demand and 8upj)ly iu“’ 
favour of the cultivators of jute. During this year the stocks® of raw 
jute held by the Indian mills came down to 28 lakhs of bales sufiVring 
a diminution of about 10 lakhs of bales. The sto(‘ks accumulated 
overseas estimated at 21 fakhs of bales towards the end of laf^^ 
December are also leported to have dropped by about (i lakhs of bales. 
"This attenuation of stMvs, Inith in and outside India, has Ik'cu the 
inevitable couse(|ueiice of a fairly large world consumption much in 
excess of the yields of the crop during the last two years.^. During 
1938-39 the crop was, as you are aware, heavily damaged b^> the floods, 
and the yield now estimated by the trade at 85 lakhs of bales is likely 
to fall short of the demand by, well over 15 lakhs of bales for the 
season ending in next June. ObviouslV •the deficiency will have 
again to be met hy drawing upon the balam e of^ accumulated stocks. 

Secondly, along with this forced eventuatioii ot a belter e(‘onomic< 
adjustment between demand and supply;' there has oc(‘urred since 
September of the last year a welcome s[)urt in the prices of jute goods 
directly afs a consequence of the promulgation of the Jute Ordinance. 
Nothing but a forced restriction of the working hours of the mills 
could in view of the alanning accumulation of hessian stw'ks in the 
hands of mills of well over 45 crores of yards, could liavo given' an 
eflective impetus to the prices of jute goods, and the s])urt in prices 
that followed the promulgation of the Ordinance -had a special signi- 
ficance even in the interest of cultivators in so far as economic price 
for manufactured |ute constitutes the si nr qua non of a fair ])rice for 
the raw material. It is gratifying to note that the jute mills have simfe 
devised an agreed scheme of restricted prodmdion which will ludp to 
sustain the j)rices of jute goods at their existing levels even after the 
expiry of the term of the Ordinance. In the manner of the Ordinance 
this sclieme should enable the mills to bring the incidence of accumu- 
lated hessian stocks under control through a ])rocess o4’ graduar adjust- 
ment to their annual output. 

Thirdly, jiist about 10 days ago the jute trade received aji extra- > 
ordinary stimulus front the United Kingdom (Government in the shape 
of an order for -.200 million sand bags at Rs. 45?) ])er tejn. Th.-'^iTler Ts* 
valued at Rs. 1 crore 00 lakhs. The quantity involved is equal to 17 
crores of yards of hessian cloth, the latter being the equivalent of 21 
lakhs of bales of raw’ jiite or more than a montirs production of the 
Indian mill. It is expected to afford a very substantial relief to the 
embarrassment caused by the hessif^n stocks of the mills and adding 
further strength to the bullish forces in the market already set in 
motion by. the pinch felt of a de^cient supply pf jute, it has brought 
about an all-round spurt in prices. Between* the end of December and 
the second week of February, the prices^ of both raw anc] manufactured 
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jtie have goue up by more than 22 per cent., in other words, ^he benefits 
of the increase have, as a consequence df the satisfactory adjustment 
between demand and supply, been shared equally by the fibre and the 
fabric. 


While the present nosition of the jute trade warrants a feeling of 
c^eady improvement, we may look ahead with confidence, unless, of 
course, emergencies like that of a war break-out, or the cultivators,, 
again, in complete disregard of the lessons of their previous 
experieiuie, go in for extraordinarily large sowings. By all tokens, 
tlie world consumption of jute for the coming year may be safely placed 
at a minimum of 100 lakhs of bales, and there is nothing to worry 
about the stock positions of Imyers at least for the next year’s crop. 
The amount of 100 lakhs of bales is in excess of the actual yields of the 
crop during the last 8 years with the solitary exception of 1900, in 
which year, again, the yield exceeded this amount oy only 7 lakhs. 
We may, therefore, reasonably hoi)e that tlie cultivators will he 
persuaded to keep their sowiirgs within the desired limit of 100 lakhs of 
bales which will not require them to effect any drastic curtailment of 
their accustomed sowings. 

I would like to end by reminding hon’ble members of this House 
of the very great responsibilities that rest on them and the important 
role I hey occupy in the life of the nation. It is true that democratic 
erilliusiasm is the mainspring of progressive measures, and zeal and 
enthnsiaHin among members of the Lower House’^are healthy signs to 
be really weh'omed. But it is not unlikely that ill their natural 
anviet.N tor (juick residts, the people’s representatives in the Lower 
Itouse may om occasion seek to get througlf measures in a hurry and 
tlimt those hurried measures may at times bring in undesirable com- 
plications and iinsatisfactor.N repercussions. The enthusiasm of an 
oveizealous liower House, it is considered, needs, therefore, to be 
tempered sometimes by same counsels and ri])e experience. And it is 
your business, your noble duty, to guide this enthusiasm, noble though 
ill itself;- by a superior appreciation of the need for cautious and 
,l)laiined advance. As in every parliamentary government, you, as the 
Tknise of hllders, will serve as the (‘ounterpoise to democratic fervour, 
"Jfimniu -Mjhon occasion overshoot the mark. The provincxj as a whole, 
theiefore, will look up to you for giving to it what is right and of 
abiding vaKie to the entire population. 

With these words, I beg to present the Budget for the year 1939-40 
before the House, 


References to the LoMfer House. 

cl 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: If I remember 

ariffht, Sir, on,tme occasion you ruled that no referenc.e could be made 
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by members of this House to^ any speech delivered in the other House. 
It seems, Sir, the Finance Minister has violated that rule todays • May 
we, therefore, hope that the same leniency will be shown to members 
on this side of the House as well, if they base their observations on the 
Budget on the speech delivered by 4he Finance Minister in th^ 
Assembly? Will members who may refer to speeches Miiade in tire 
Lower House be in order or out of order? 

Mfi PRESIDENT: No, they will not be out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House now stands 
adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, tiV 20th of February, 19d9. 

Adjournment. 

The Couycil then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 20th 

February, 19?19. 

• 
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MMiUiers Absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
IGth February, 1939: — 

(1) KhaJ. Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(2) Sir Edward C. Benthal, 

(3) Mr. Ilumayun Eeza Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

I 

(5) Mr.. Moliammad Hossain, 

(G) Mr. Naresh Nath Mooter jee, 

(7) Rai Bahadur Satish bhandra Mukherjee, 

(8) Mr. E. C. Ormond, 

(9) Mr. H. P. Poddar, 

4f' 

(10) Rai Saheb Jatindra Mohan Sen, and 

(11) Mr. D. H. Wilmer. 


e. G. PWW-1938-39-12937A-750. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


The Council met in .the Legisjiitive Chaviher ot the Ive^nslativ© 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 20th February, 1081^ at 2-15 
being the seventh day of the First Session, pursuant t(» section 62 (2) 
(a) of the CTovernuient of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satykndjia Chandra Mitra^ was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Expulsion of Rajshahi College students. 

* 

43. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: u>) Will llic llon'ble Minister 
in char^V of the Education Deimrtiuent be pleased to state whether two 
intermediate examinees and two third year class students of the 
Rajshahi College were expelled by the Principal cjf that College and 
whether the former two were ordered to change their examination 
centres from Ra.j.shahi to some other place thi‘< yeary 

(h) Is it a fact^hat the Princi]>al refused to give any reasons for 
kis said orders? 

•# 

(o) What are* the grounds for which those students have been 
ex])elled ? • 

{(1) Is be the same Principal during whose time the Rajsluilii College 
Hostel incidents took place for which the riovernment had to sus^^nd 
the working of the College for some time? 

ie) Do (jovei'iiment pr(^K)se to direct the Principal to withdraw^ the 
orders of expulsion on those hoys, referred to in part (tf)?^Jf not, will 
Government he pleased to give reasons for its refusal? 

MINISTER in charge ef the EDUCATION DEPARTIfEi^Z^t^^^ 
Hon’ble ffir. A, K. Paziul Huq): (a) (Vrtain studehts were considered < 
to have been responsible for agitation in inducing othej* students to 
strike and for creatiflg unrest in the College; Wcause of this the 
Principal issued orders on two second year students intimating to 
them that they would not he re-admitted next year. They are being 
allow^ed to take their examinati()n at Rajshahi. Two third )ear 
students, were required tg tak^ transfer ci^rtifil Htes immediately, hut 
this order w^as subsequently changed luid- th*ey are being allowed to 
continue in the College with a warning as to their future eonduct. 
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(b) The Principal gave no reasons when issuing his orders, but the 
students were aware to the grounds for his action. 

(c) ^Nn students have been expell^ nor any orders of expulsion 
issued. 

(d) No. 

(e) No further action is considered necessary as the orders have been 
modified to suit the circumstances of the case. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Arising out of answer to clause 
(6), is it ijsual 1o issue orders without reasons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FA7LUL HUQ-! It would be absolutely 
subversive of discipline if the rriocipal were to explain to students 
any discipliiian; action whitfh *'he may have to take. 


Primary education cess. 

44. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: {a) Will the Eon Me 

Minister in charge of the Education Di* part men t \ye pleased to state if 
there is any fixed standard regarding the assessment of primary educa- 
tion cess under section 34 of the Bengal Primary hkUication Act? 

(h) Is the HonMde Minister aware that in the absence of any rule 
to guide the District Magistrate in this respect, ^ven extremely poor 
persons are being heavily taxed ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is no remedy open to the aggrieved persons 
against such decision of the District Magistrato? 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in tht^ affirinalive, does the Hon'ble 
Minister propose to take steps to amend the Bengal Biiral Primary 
Education Act in such a way as would fix a minimum taxable income 
and would set up an appellate or revisional authorily? 

(e) Will the HCn’ble Minister be ])leused to state whether the Gov- 
ernment is considering a proposal to amend 1ht‘ Bengal Primary Educa- 
tion Act so as to exempt the agriculturists as a class from payment of 
the Kdiication cess contemplated under section 34 of the said Act? 

^ answer to (c) be in the affirmative, will " the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to give the proposed definition of the term ^^agri- 
culturists* for the purpose of the contemplated exemption from payment 
of the Education cess? 

The Hon’bla Mr. A* K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) There is no fixed 
standard. 

(h) I have no such informaJon. 

^ (c) Yes. 
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(d) to (/) The question pf giving • relief to poor 
engaging my attention. 


agriculturists is 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: With referem-w lu \w; w 

(J)y will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what stej)s Govemmf^t 
contemplate to lake for giving relief to the poor agriculturists in 
resjiect of the Educj^^tion ciess? 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is exai tl/ the matter 
under consideration. A .tentative solution has been found and will be 
made known shortly. ' 


Sergeant-Major W. J. berrangan or me secona Baiiaiion Boroer 

Regiment. ^ 

45. ^Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the .Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether the 
attention of the Government has been drawn to the ease which was 
brought in the (knirt of the Additional Sessions Judge of Alipore by 
Sergeant-Major W. T. Berrangan of the Second Battalion Border Regi- 
ment against Srecjiut Ajit Kumar Bardhaii, an ex-student of. the 
Bangabashi College] Calcutta? 

(h) Is it a fact 'that the said Ajit Babu was charged with attempt 
to murder and caiise grievous hurt ? What has been the^ result of that 
case? 

(c) Is it not a fact that both the accused and the complainant weie 
2nd class passengers in the Up-Darjeeling Mail to Ghoom on the way 
to Jalapahar? 

* 

(d) Is it a fact that on Sreejut Ajit Kumar Bardhan eji^tering the 
2nd class conijrartment, he was accosted by the complainant calling him^ 
a nigger and questioning what, right the accused had to travel in the 

same compartment with a European Y 

- « 

(e) Is Jthe said vSergeant-Major W. J. Berrangan. named above, 

still in Government employ? 

(/) What steps have the Government taken so far against the said 
complaint and to prevent a repetition of similar occurrences in future? 
If not, do the Government intend k> take any such steps? If not, why 
not? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir NaziimidfSit): (a) Yes. 
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ih) He wae charged under sections 307 ^and 326, Indian Penal Code. 

accursed was acquitted. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) This was the defence of the accused in the case. 

(e) I have ;io information. 

(/) In the opinion of Govennnent the ])ro\i.sions of the law as it 
stands are adequate. 

Politicah prisoners’ prosecution for refusal to give their thumb 

impressions. 

46. Mr. LALIT CHANbRA DAS: id) Will the llon'hle Minister 
in eliar^e of t]u‘ HoiU'^ Department he pleased 1o state whether it is a 
faci ihal Iwo j»oli1ical ]>risoners Srijiil ITrishi Kesli llliattacherjee 
and lhan Krishtui Hahn of Alii)ore .fail wer(‘ ju’osecuted Indore the 
Second INdice Maf»islra1e of Ali]>ore for iheii- refusal to their 

thumb Impression 8? 

(//) Is <he Government aware that j»ivino' of thumb impressions is 
con side r(‘d by educated persons extremely derojratory to tbeii' self- 
respect and insultiiifi* like the sarlar fialfim? 

(V) Is there an> rule or law hy wdnch sudi thumb impressions cun 
he enforced y 

((]) Is it a tact that the suh-inspector, S. Ali om l)ein<? questioned, 
could show no law" or autliority to those prisoners for putting their 
thumh impressions P 

(c) What lias been the rtssult of the ease against those prisouer.sP 

(/) Do Government juopose to amend the Rules and the I^w’s by 
which such tbiimb impressions from prisontds, able to write, are sought 
to b(‘ enfo'feedP Is tlie practice of aarhar salam enforced now P If not, 
“do Government propose to do away with the requirement, of thumb 
imnressioiis from persons aide to wTite? 


The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (r) Yes. 

{h) and (d) No. 

(c) Both the couviets were sentenced to 15 days’ rigorous imprison- 
ment. 

(/) Government have* no intention of amending the law or rules with 
respect to the taking of finger impressions. 

The practice of sarkar sal a in h no longer in force. 
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Intelligence Branch. 

* • 

47. Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE (on behalf of Mr.' H. P. 
POddar): Will the Hon ’hie Minister in (^harpe of Ifie Home Depart- 
ment he ])leased io state jf it i^^ a faet — 

tViat every Congressman of Benpal is repularlt shadowed loy 
the Intellipence Brandi of the Poliee Department; 

(h) ilial every, public. s])eecli oi Conpiessinen is regularly reported 
io ihe Intelligence Urancli ; and 

(e) what is tin* annual expenditure that the Bengal (Government is 
to iiieur to run ihe Intelligence Branch and espeeially that 

section employed for the said work? 

* » 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a\ and (h) No. 

(c) I would refer the hon’hle niemher to the ’Bengal Civil Budget. 


Questionnaire issued by Land Revenue Commi88ion» 

4S. Mr. RANAillT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will ihe Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Keveiiue De]Kirtmeut he pleased to state — 

% 

in) whether ilie Jiaiid Peveuue (VuumisHion havi' sent their ques- 
tionnaires to the revenue-paying zemindars of Bengal and 
have Midi zemindars been invited to send in iheir views to 
the qiiesiions* if not, why not; 

d; I whether along witli the (juestionnaire a <*(>}>> of the terms of 
reference was forwardf'd to thosi* who had been favoured 
w’ith a (piestionnaire ; 

<lc) Avhether ihe printed pamphlet of statistical abstracts^ published 
by the Governmeni has been sent to all those to whom the 
questions have been referred; if not, why not; ^ 

<(!) (/) whether, the Hon ’'hie Minister is aware that the question- 
^naire was jiuhlislied in the Caloutta newspapers dndian 
, owned) on the ITih December last, and» (?/) whether he is, 
aware that in spile of ’written requests to the^ Commission, 
the printed questionnaire was not supplied to some of the 
Nadia district zemindars till the Ifith of January; 

<e) whether the questionnaire was sent to the recognised organi.^ 

sations and representatives of the Krishaks and the Projas; 

^ • • 

</)' whether the questionnaire lifts bee^ sent to zemindars of 
neighbouring provinces where the Permanent Settlement i* 
the system of land tenure ; 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[20th Feb., 

{g) whether statistics of aversige acreage, district by district, of 
the last 50 years, the dumber of ipopulatiou actually employed 
in agriculture in each district, as well as per capita income 
have been collected beforehand ^or the guidance of those 
dealing with the questionnaire; and 

(h) whether it is a fact that copies of the questionnaire have 
been distributed to professors and others for the mere asking, 
whereas important landlioldeis’ organisations have been left 
out altogether^ 

MINISTER in charge ef the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlie 
Hon’ble Sir Bfijoy Prasad Singh^Roy): in) iVo questionnaire has been 
sent to any such individual, only recognised liaudlndders’ Association 
selected by the (Vmnnissiou having hcen su]>plied with it so far as the 
landholding intei’ests are concerned. 

(h) and (/) to (//) No. 

(c*) Printed ])aiiiphlet of statistical al)stra(^ts has been (vuit. 

(d) ('/) Yes. 

(//) It is understood that a uuinlau* of such requests were received 
but were not complied with as no individual zemindar but recognised 
Landholders’ Associations hav(‘ only been furnished with the 
questionnaire. 

((') Kleven associations coii(;erned witli tenants ami three pcditical 
parties representing Krishak and Praia interests have been sent the 
questionnaire. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state* why no quest ion mi ires were sent to individual land- 
lords? 

The Nfon’bie Sit' BUOY PRASAD SINCN ROY: Sir. the laudlord^ 

are 8uj>p(>s<*i1 to be repi-e.^eiited tliroufjb tlie reeojfnised itssociiitions. 

Mr. ^ NAJIT PAL /QHOUDHURY: is tbe Hon'ble Minister 
^ aware that siieb ii t|iipstiniiiiiiire was sent to niey 

The Hen'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Ibobubly by 
mistake, Sir. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: U was sent to me after a 
iioquest. 


The Hon’bie 9\r BIJOX PRASAD SINGH ROY: By mistake. 
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Mr.’ RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Arising out of answer (c). 
is the Hou’ble Minister awarfi that the i?a<lia I/andholders’ Association ' 
were sent a copy of the questionnaire, but the printed pamphlet of 
statistical abstracts was not' sent to them? Is tliat by ns .stake also? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 'Asually it wis 
sent to all Landholders’ Associations, and if there was any omission, 
it was due to oversig’h’t or mistake, and it was certainly the duty of the 
Landholders’ Association concerned to make a rcfiuest to the 'ottice of 
the Commission. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY:^ If it has been an oversight, 
will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to senfl a copy <^f these statistical 
reports? 

The Honjile Sir BUOY PRASAD SINfCH ROY; It is not the duty 
of Government to send questionnaire to the Landholders’ Associations. 
It is their duty t^ ask for it. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Is it not their duty even if 

it is a case of admitted mistake? 

% 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 


New channels and outlets of the Canges and other rivers during recent 

floods. 

t 

49. Rai Bahadur SURENDRA NARAYAN SINCHA:^WiJl the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the (’omniunications and Works Depart- 
ment In* ’pleased to stiite — 

{a) whirt new channels and outlets have been takqu by Ihe Gaiif^es, 
the Bbagirathi and the Padma durin^^* the recent floods in 
Western and Central Bengal; and 

{h) what towns have been damaged hy erosion? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMM.UNICATION8 .and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sfischandra Nandy, of Coseinn-* 

bazar): Enquiries are being made and I will endeavour to give the 
desired information in due course. 
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AiMt 6(hi€ati(Hn. 

50. Mr. NUR AHM€D: (a) Will the^Hon’ble Minister in charge 
•oi the Rural Reconstruction Department be pleased to state what steps 
the (jovernment have <t.aken up to this date besides appointing a Coin- 
ihittee for tlfe purpose of encouraging adult education in Bengal? 

(h) Do the Goveniment propose to apj)oint a Board of Adult 
Edu(‘ation in Bengal to take necessary steps for'rajnd spread of adult 
education ? 

(r) TTa;# the attention of the (loverninent been drawn to the neces- 
sity and urgency of taking nio^*e vigorous , measures in this matlery 

(d) How iniich money do the (Tovorninent now spend annually for 
«dull education and how is tliis sum spent and through what agency? 

* 

MINISTER in charge of the RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) : (a) Adult 
education has so far been administtued by the Ed\ication llepaitment. 

I have uccepled resfmnsibility for adult education only in so fai as it 
iilfects Rural Reconstruction and am how considering a scheme prepared 
by the Direcloi* of Rural Reconstruction. 

(h) This will he considered when tlie scheme matures. 

•(c) Yes. I am aware of the necessity of vigoious measures tor the 
spiead of adult education in the province. 

{d } As stated alKwe, the Education DejnirtmeiU have been adminis- 
tering the subject of adult education so long, 1 am' informed that that 
depait meiit fiave been giving grants-in-aid to night and continuation 
schools for adults amountiug to Rs. 14,0011 annually. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (d), will the Hon’ble 
Ministe,'* he jileased to state how many night and continuation schools 
sire there^in the province to which grants-in-aid are made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 have no knowledge, 

Sir. 

Recruitment of Co-Operative Inspectors. 

51. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ASAF k'HAN (on behalf of Mr. 
Kader Baksh): («.) Will the Hou'ble Minister in charge of the Co- 
operative Credit and Rural Indel^tedness Departmeut be pleased to 
etate the nuniher of ^appointments to^ the post of Inspector in the Co- 
operative De])artment ;iiade tduring his tenure of office as Minister of 
the depart jneut, district by district? 

(/>) How iminy of them were Mussalmans? 
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(c) Was any MiiBsalmau f?iveii app^untnieiil tn^iu the districts ot 
the Rajshahi Division 

{(1) If not, why not*:’ 

{e) Was there any dearth oi (qualified Muslim camlidates Iroin the 
districts of Rajshahi Division? 

(/) Doe.^ the Doirble Minister jnopose to consider tlie claims of 
the Muslim candidates of North Bengal at the next recruitment for 
such ])()sts ami does lie ])r()pose to give them their due shaie in such 
posts ? 

MINISTER in chai]ge pf the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hnn’ble Mr. 
Munku'nda Behary Mullick): On A state^m^nt i^ laid, on the tahl(‘. 

Kb) 12 . 

{('} One was selected hut he did not sH foi the competitive 
examinatioi^ 

<d) to (/) Do not arise, 

» 

Of in iJir replj/ l<> fniri {(i) nf iinestion 51. 


Api’uintment to the uank of Inspectors made on the 

BASIS of (’OMPETITTVE EXAMINATION. 


Name of district.* 

Moshuu . 

( Jastf ‘ 
Hindu. 

Scdieduled 
( lastes. 

* 

Other 
communi- 
ties. . 

Calcutta 


2 


I 

24-Parganas 


2 



Murshidnbad 



1 


Jessore . • , 

2 

1 


^ • • 

Khulna 


I 

1 


Biirdwan 


1 



Dacca 

1 




Mymensingh 

• *> 



. . . 

Bakarganj 

2 




Faridpur 

I 


• 1 


Chittagong* 

•1 




Noakhali 

2 




Tippera 

1 




Rajshahi 


1 



Rangpur 



1 


Darjeeling 




I 

• 

§ — 

12 

V. 

• * 

. 8 

4 

2 

j 





26 




» 

• 

$ 
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The Bengal Agrieulttiral* Debtors Aot 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA:«l6 the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Kiiral Indebtedness Department 
aware — 

(а) that there is a growing volume of public opinion in this pro- 

vince that the existing methoil of operation of the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act has tended to destroy rural credit 
•, facilities by suddenly disturbing the economic structure 
Vhich had been in existence from time immemorial ; and 

(б) that the poor agricultuVists for whose relief the Bengal Agri- 

cultural Debtors^ i\ct was passed are finding it difficult to 
carry on their usual avocations on account of this sudden 
shrinkage»of credit facilities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICJi^: (a) The 

hon’ble member is referred to the reply given to starred ([uestion 
No. 129 on the 8th February, 1939. 

(h) No. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Arising out of answer (a), where- 
in rpfereiice has l>een made to the reply given t>o stalled question No. 129 
on the 8th February, 1939, will the llon’ble Minister be jdeased to state 
what are the factors which have led to the contra^*tidn of rural c redit 
besides the operatioti of the Debt Settlement Boards? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I do 
not admit all that the hon’ble membe? desires to assume in this (piestion 
of his, but I can only add that financial difficulties due to economic 
distress along with the feeling of avoiding payments Imve been the 

causes so far as contraction of rural credit is concerned. 

• ^ 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: .With reference to his reply to 
that same question r29(/), where it was stated that the Government 
is ooii'ildering the* problem of ruml credit and is expected to formulate 
concrete projKisals shortly, Avill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
give us an idea of the time within which any concrete ])r(q>osal can be 
expe(‘ted to be formulated by the Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Besides what 
has already been s^aid/I am not in a jibsition at the present moment +o 
give any idea about th^ time*! 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Not even an approximate idea? 
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THt Hon’bto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Qovernment 
are considering the question ^.and will get Uy the solution as soon as 
possible. « ' 

5^ Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Ls the lioirhle Minister in 
charge of the (^operative ‘ChiMlit ami Rural Indehieduess Department 
aware that the All-lleiigal and A^sani liawyers’ (Vtnte/enee held at 
Myniensingli in Dec cunher Iasi adopted a resolution opining — 

(a) that the working of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act under 

the present system very often occasions failure o^. justice; 
and 

(b) that the absence of a trained legal mind at the head of the 

Conciliation Boards contemplat/Bd under the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act is primarily responsible for arbitrary find- 
ings in many cases in disregard of then cherished notions of 
justice and fail' ]>lay r 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (^ 7 ) and (h) No 

copy of any such resolution was sent to Governinenl. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the llon’lde Mini.^ter be 
pleased I 0 state il it is not a tact that there is a particuhir department 
111 the Secretariat tor, drawing the alteniion of the Ministers to all that 
ma\ ap])ei»r in the Calcutta newspapers regarding any matter of public 
nnportaiicc and are not tlie relevant paper-clippings placed hefo!e the 
Minister^y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as 

rlii.s >ubje('i is coiicenied, all that I can say is that iny attention has not 
been drawn to an> such thing as yet. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Miidster be 
pleased to state if he happened to read anything about the resolution 
ot the All-Bengal and Ass4im T^jiwyers’ Conference held at Myniensingli 
during the last X’mas week legarding the operation of the Debt Settle- 
ment Boards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKl 1 do not 

know if my own reading of any paper will be of any avail to the hon’ble 
member ? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie 
pleased to, state whether he thought it was not worth h/s while at all 
as a Minister to kqep himself acquainted* with‘ the collective opinion 
of the lawyers of this province about the operation of this Act ? 
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Th« Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir; Vhen- 
ever 1 have been oul on tonr, I bave macje it a point to meet Lawyers’ 
Asw/cufthias wherever they e:jcist in the interior of tiie province. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell the House that he was not at all u\\are of the fact that a Conference 
of all the lawyers of the province was held at Myniensinj^h and tliat a 
resolution was actually passed regarding* the operation of the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act in that Conference? 

The Htfn’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, the 
Government expect that if the Lawyers’ Conference held this matter to 
be of so mucdi importance,^ (‘ojiy of ‘the resolution should have been 
sent to the G-rtv’ernment for their consideration. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleased to sbde if it is the policy of the Government ikjA' to p;iy an> 
attention to any views expressed hv the pnlilic unless a copy sent to 
the Gkivernment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: When the 

attention of the Government is drawn to it, certainly the Government 
will give that matter due and respectful consideration. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Is it the imlic:^ of the 
Hou’hle Minister not to he resjvonsible or • resjMinsive in any way to 
public opinion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Nothing is 
farther from my mind than a suggestion of this nature. 

54. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: {a} Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-o|HTative (’redit and Rural Indebtedness De.jmrtment 
be pleased to state whctjo*r reports have lM‘en received h\ his department 
from responsible adlicia Is having o])jM)rtunities of studying the reactions 
of the o|)eration of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors .\ct in diftereut 
districts to the effect that it has })eeu gradiially^tendiiig to embitter the 
relations between the agTicnlturists and the creditor classes in the rural 
areas ? 

(b) lias the [Ion ’hie Minister received any rej)ort from any district 
about any ac'hial disturbance bet^^een the agriculturists and the 
miihnjans directly or indirectly to the o]>eration of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act? 
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(cj Does the Hon'ble Minister propose to rejjeal or in any way 
mdically or substantially alter, the provisions ot‘ the fiengal Agricultural 
Debtors Act in order to remove the hardships caused by its (j|>«»rfttiOTi on 
the agriculturists? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: {a) and {h) No. 

{c) The hon'ble member is referred to the umeuding Dill published 
in the official gazette of the 12th Tanuaiy, 1939. 

55. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Docs the Hoirble Ministei in 
charge of the (’o-operalive (Vedii and Rural Indebtedness Department 
])ropose to aineJid the Bengal Agiicultural IXddors Act in such a way as 
would allo\\ the UoiKuliation Boards to bcipresided over only by Munsifs 
or Tudicial Officers of some training and that the appeals against the 
decisions oi the Conciliation Boards ina> he hea.7d only by appellate 
officers not below (h(‘ rank of a Subordinate •Indge? 

The Kbn’hle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the ilon’ble Minister please 
state if it is correct t-o say that the (iovernment are very much averse 
1-0 any judicial conD'ol over these Boards? 

I 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: i would only 
’etei the h-on’ble member to the provisions of the Act wdiich make it 
ipiite clear tiiat then^ is a good deal oi judicial control over w’hat tliesp 
Boards ai’e doing, ^ 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: My first (piestion was whether the 
law was to be amended in such a manner as to give judicial control 
ovei these Boards, and my present question is whether it is tli<* {M>licy 
of Glovernment that these Boiirds should he kept -free of judieial 
control over (heir activities? 

The Hoa’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have, Sir. 
ahead y giweii iny answer and if the hon’lde meinbhr insists on a 
repetition of the siime reply, 1 wouhl in that (jase repeat that the exist- 
ing ]irovisions ot the Act make for sufficient judicial control over the 
activities of these Boards. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTJA; Sir, 1 know the existing jnovj- 
sions of the law . My question is whetber^Gbve^nment intend to amend 
the law in a manner which would give them judicial control over the«e 
Boards. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I'bave 

.. already answered the question; Sir. • 

. Government of Bengal’s contribution to the Indian Mental Hospital. 

, e 

56. Mr. tRANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and ^iledical Department be 
pleased to state what percentage of tlie total grant to the Indian Mental 
Hospital at Kanke is contributed by the (jovernment of Bengal? 

ih) Wh^t is the percentage of Bengali patients? 

(c) Wliat is the total number of male lattendants (called warders) 
and what ]>erceniage of them, are Bengalis? 

{d) What i^fthe total number of female attendants (called ayaha) and 
what percentage of them are Bengalis? 

(c) Wliat is- the grade of pay of the aforesaid warders and ayahs? 

or 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) 75 per 

cent, of tlie toiol expenditure of the Ranchi Indian Mental Ho.spital is 
paid by the Government of Bengal. 

{h) 75 per cent. 

(c) 3d2 including 18 jawadars. Of these, Behgalis numbering 29 
form 8-78 per cent. 

(d) 89 including 6 jemadarlns. Of these none are Bengalis. 

' (c) The r^tes of jiay are — 

Head jevuidar and head jemadarin — Its. 45 per month. 

Jeimukinrs and jermtdanns — Bs. 8(1 per month. 

First grade attendants (male and female) — Bs. 24 per montli. 
Seci'md grade attendants (male and fei£iale» — Its. 21 per month. 
Third gTade attendants (male and female) — Bs. 18 per month, 

' Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURV: Considering the substantial 
grant for a large numlier of Bengalee patients in that hospital, will 
Oovernment press the authorilies to employ a proportionate number of 
Bengalee attendants to cater for tliose who nurse these patients? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes; Government intend 
to press for the employment of a Ifirger number of Bengalees. 

Mr. RAN/(JIT PhL CHOUDHURY: Will that number be in 
proportion to the number of patients or to the amount of the grant 
that the Bengali Governruent makes? 
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The Hon’hle Mr. TAMIZyDDIN KHAN: Well, Governmeat are 
prepared to press for the employment of as many Bengalees as posirible. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: With referem‘e to the answer 
ro question (a), may I know on what principle h the poor Government 
of Bengal fleeced to the extent of paying 75 per cent, of the total cost 
of the upkeep of an institution which is located outside the piovince? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If I have to refer to any 
principle at all, I would refer the hon’ble member to my aiiV?wer {‘h), 
namely, that the number of patients is also 75 per cent. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: Another question, Sir, arising 
out of answer to question (a): is it a fact that 75 per cent, of the 
population of Bengal are annually treated as Innai/icsy 

(No answer.) 

Reoruithfient of Bengalis to services in the Indian Mental Hospital. 

57. Mr. RANAillT PAL GHOUDHURY; {a) Do Uie Government 
propose to direct the Superintendent of the Indian Mental Hospital, 
Hanclii, to continue j’eiTuitment of larger number of Bengali wardfrs, 
till the penjentage is proportionat(‘ to the contribution to the Hos])ital 
hy the (xoverninent of Bengali 

{h) Is the Hon’blc Mini.Nter a^\ar(‘ that the claim of even lht‘ few 
Bengali temiiorarv warders t(» ])ermunent Vacancies is lieing ignored in 
preference to the local jieopli* with less experience V 

{(') Is it a fact that the present system of recruitment of warders 
depends only on the selection of one officer of the Institution:' 

(d) JDo the Government propose to insist that three-fourths of the 
medical, nursing and clerical statf of the said rnstitiition h^recr,uited 
from amongst-the Bengalis? 

(e) Do the (b)vernment pro])6se to move the (jovernnient of Bihar 
10 appoint a. Service Committee consisting of Ibcal non-official visitors 
of the Institution and of Bengalis, domiciled or otherwise, for recom- 
mending all appointments for the Institution, excepting t4ic medical 
staff? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Necessary information has 
been asked for. Reply to the question will be given as soon as materials 
are available. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHdUDHURY: Will the answers be given 
in this session or will they be forwarded* to us after the session is over ? 
2 
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The Hon’bto Mr. TAMitUbOIN KIjIAtl: We shall expedite the 
matter ‘and an answer will be given as soon as possible. 

European Mental Ho^ital. 

58. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department be 
pleased. to state what per cent, of the tot^l grant to the European Mental 
Hospital M Kanke is contributed by the (ilovernment of Bengal? 

(6) What is the percentage of Bengali employees in the said 
Hospital? 

(c) Do the Government ^il)po8e to dire(‘t the Medical Superintendent 
through the- Board of Trustees of the Hospital to recruit the .staff for the 
Hospital from amoff'g the Bengalis in proportion to the contribution 
made by Bengal? 

Th6 Hon’blu Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) The contribution paid 
towards the maintenance of the European Mental Hospital varies each 
year, l>eing calculated on the number of patients from Bengal and the 
number of days spent by the patients in the Hospital. The total 
amount paid in 1937-38 was Its. 1,85,511. The total annual cost of 
maintenance of this Institulion in IJ)3T'38 was Kif. 3,39,050. 

( 6 ) 4 ; 

(c) The European Mental Hospital being a Eederal subject is not 
primarily the concern of the Provincial riov,ernment. Government will 
consider whether the Central Government should be addressed in the 
matter. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: With reference to the 
answer • to (c), .will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased io infoiiu the 
Central Qovernment about our grievances with regard to this particular 
hospital ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : Will the hon’ble member 
please let me know what grievances he means? 

u 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: With reference to both 
these questions, may I know who is the (X)n trolling authority of both 
these hospitals mentioned in the previous qtiestion and in the present 
question — I mean the Ranchi Indiefn Mental Hospital and the European 

^Mental Hospital at Sanke? . ‘ 

« ( 

Th. Hon’M Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: There is a Committee 
■which controls the mnnhgemeilt of these two hospitals. 



1939.] QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 216 

• « 

Mr. HAM1DUL HUQ (iHOWDHWRYs What is tha n«fi+-i+xitioa 
of this Committee — I mean who appoints them?’ 

I 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANs 1 ask for notice, Sir. 

Etaff of the Indian Mental Hospital. 

59. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY; {a) Is the. Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department aware 
of the preferential treatment given to the Bihari staff emfiloyed in the 
Indian Mental Hospital iA relation to the Bengali staff? 

(6) Are the Government aware thati tj^e Second Assistant Sui)erin- 
tendent of the Indian Mental Hospital who hails from 'Bengal has been 
superseded by the present First Assistant Superintendent who belongs to 
Bihar and are they aware lhat the latter is much junior in service to 
the form^? • 

(c) If so, do the Government propose to move the Government of 
Bihar to co-mpensate the Second Assistanl Superintendent for his loss 
due to his supersession? 

(d) Are the Government aware ot the fact that the prescriln'd jK^riod 
of deputation of each Assistant Surgeon to the Eanchi Indian Mental 
Hospital is only t^o years and is it a fact that the First Assistant 
Sujjerinteudent is still being retained in his present ajjpointm’ent though 
he has completed hjs full term o-f two years? 

(e) Is it a fact that the percentage of Bengali jiatieuts in the Indian 
Mental Hospital is much larger than that of other i)atients and will 
Government take proper steps for the appointment of a Bengali Superin- 
tendent for the Institution for the convenience of the Bengal 
patients? 

t 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Necessary info^atjon has 
been asked for. Reply to the question will be given as soon as^ 
materials are available. 

• 

Tub^weils within the Debhatta Municipality. 

. 

60. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Pubilc Health and Medical Department be 
pleased to state — * 

(a) whether a scheme for Ihe iihprov*^ment of the rural water-siipply 
by the 'sinking of a few tube-wells within the Debhatta 
Municipality, in Khulna district, was sent tj- Government so 
far back as 1931 ; * * 
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(b) wlielher the scheme as* adumbrated by the Municipality was 
* * sanctioned by the Government with some suggestions for 

the projier upkeep and periodical, renewal of the tube-wells 
and is it a fact that effect could not be given to the said pro- 
posals during the year for want o*f sufficient funds; 

(c) whether the problem of rural water-supply within the said 

Munici|)ality has been tackled and improved in any other 
way since then; and 

(d) ifr.the answer is in the negative; whether the Government 

pfopose to mak(‘ the m^cessarv ])ro vision in the coming Budget 
to enable the Municipality to caPiy out the said long-felt 
iieneficent scheme? 

I ' 

The Hon’Me Mr«. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; (a) and (h) The 

hon’ble member is referred to the reply given to his (piestion (No. 121) 
on this subject in the last session of the Council. 

(c) 14 tube-wells have since been sunk in the municipality. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Point of Privilege. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May I W permitted, Sir, to 
raise a ])oiiit of privilege at this stage? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please state your question first : What is the 
question on which you want to raivsc a point of privilege? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: 1 regret the cinmmstances 
under whjch I am seeking to raise Ihis point of privilege. To-day it is 
a point of privilege affecting this House and I wish to move a resolu- 
tion oh this subject. 

i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^s, you may. 

Dr. RAD^A KUMUD MOOKERJI; Sir, my resolution is this: 
This Council is of opinion that the privileges cosiferred on this House 
by section 84(7) of the Government of India Act, 1935, to lay down 
the rules and procedure for its own business have been violated, and no 
action has yet been taken on the repbrt of the Select Committee on the 
subject w’hich subtuitted to this H5use more than six months back. 
I refer to the Select Commiite'e that was appointed for framing of rules 
by which this Council would be able to regulate its own procedure and 
business. If I fiave your 'permis^don, then I can make my point clear. 
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t)r. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKE naii j iiawK you, i5ir : 


I hop^ that some meBibers wlio belong to ♦another place will come 
here with a greater sense of appreciation of tlie inhei^nt rights and 
privileges which belong to this House as an integral part of the TiCgis- 
lature of this province. 1 tliink, Sir, that in all matters except jierhaps 
matters concerning finance, this rouncil must be treated as an equal 
of the other House. I would, in this connection, recall ?he hon^ble 
members’ attention to section T‘l(/) of the (lovernment of India Act, 
1935, by which a Bill may originate in either ('Chamber of the Ta'gis- 
latiiiv — that is a sjMM'ific jirovision which T;pally declares that this House 
is the eijual of tlie Lower (hiamber in regard to a* very inijiortant 
matter, nanielN , in the matter of the initiative's regards legislation. 
Then T come to sections 84 ( / 1 and 84 (.7) of the Act. Section 84 (7) 
lays (iowi^tliat the (buncil has a right t’o make rules for regulatiiig its 
])rocedure and conduct of bu.sine.ss and until such rules are made, the 
rules o1 ])r()cedure and Standing Orders shall have effect, subject to 
certain modifications. Now, we have been very shabbily treated by 
certain jiersoiis who are controlling this Council, although they are not 
members of this body, and 1 shall presently ('xidain how tins sinister 
control has beiui ..regularh exercised, leading to the abuse of the 
privilege of this House. Sir, about sixteen months back, by virtue 
of the jirivilege conferred on this House under section 84 (/), this 
Council set up a Select Committee for the ])urpose of suggesting rules, 
and the motion to that effect was moved by no less a person than fhe 
Hon’ble Finance Minister himself who, however, at that time showed a 
greater a[)pivciation of the rights and privileges of this House. But 
what has liajipened .since then to that Select Committee’s Report? 
That Committee, Sir, was appointed two years back, some time in 1937, 
and they rejiorted about sfx months back. The Select Comnfittee took 
about a year to consider the subject and reported about AliTJi'Ust, 1938. 
They have re])orted. Sir, but the powers that be, have since then bee*^ 
looking askance at the report’and have been trying their best to find 
out how the report can be delayed and shelved. The Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazinjiiddin referred to this matter on the floor o? the Council on the 
23rd August and in the (*ourse of his speech, he took fi]) a position 
which is not quite warranted under the Act itself, namely, that the 
set of rules w^hich this Council should frame should tally with those 
framed by the other House. T do not see, Sir, why he has been always 
insistent on this point. I do jot think that you can contemplate the 
same set of rules to operate under the*/]uite ^radically different condi- 
tions under which* the two Houses are W'orking. There is no c a.se for 
a second Chamber, unless you agix^e at the^outset thpt tlie conditions 
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tinder which tlie second Chamber works are somewhat different ^ftom 
the conditions undel which the, other Chamber works. I can give 
instance^ to show how the saniip set of rules cannot operate for both 
the Houses. In the first place, our standing and fundamental com- 
plaint is that this (Council goes on still unrepresented on the (,^abinet 
and this introduces complications in the business of the Council. The 
Tsecond point that, up to now, the Government have not been able to 
show any courtesy to this House by initiating some legislation or other 
here. Sir, why donH they take into confidence the Upper House and 
initiate legislation here? The other day the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister was good enough to pay a compliment to the supposed wisdom 
of this Hom^ of Elders, but how is it that this wisdom is not being 
fully exj)loited by the Government? Why ‘don’t they first consult 
this House with regard to th^iji many schemes of legislation? So that 
I find that their' actual performance does not support the very sweet 
words that are sometiiiies uttered here by the Ministers now and then. 
1 think. Sir, that the very conception of the functions of an TJppei 
House means that the Upper ‘House ought to exercise this^ power of 
initiative in regard to legislation. I think the Upper House is not 
swayed by the random gusts of popular passion wliich sweep dver the 
country'; on the otlrer hand, it keeps its liead cool, and takes a detached 
view of ]H)litic8. Therefore tJie U])p<»r House is the body which should 
play an important part in the matter of initiation of important legis- 
lation for which there is a demand in the country. 

Not merely is there a power of initiative, but there is also the 
power of r’evisi(»ij given to the Upper House, but it* seems to me that 
the Council of Minrsters thinks that the T pper* House should be rigidly' 
confined to only one of its constitutional functions, namely, the func- 
tion of exercising some feeble power of revision over the preci- 
pitate legislation that is being sent to this House off and on, under the 
pressure of public passion, 1 should say. l/astly, T say that we are 
really' faced by entirely different conditioris* under' which we have got 
to work. Tdie Upper' House is not getting enough da vs for the transac- 
^tioii oi the normal business of the House. The Upper House is 
preyented really , from fulfilling its ])ar; in the »V)nstitutioii ou'ing to 
the very meagre alhnvanire that has been made by the Government in 
• the matter of allotfneiit of day's for the transaction of its business. The 
result is that i* large number of resolutions is not at all reached. I 
think in this se^^sion w'e have a record, namely', r)ne or two resolutions 
have been reached and discussed. Now, on account of these several 
points, 1 think that the Hon’ble Home Minister is not quite right 
in waiting for the time when the tVo Select Committees of the two 
Houses that h8^'e repented oi\ two se'ts of rules should be. brought 
together* so as to yrroduce a sor\ of common or unanimous report. I do 
ndt 8^0 any point in dela.ving matters on that ground. I do not, of 
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ccrtm^fe; under-rate the value of these conferences for the purpose of 
exploring avenues of uniformity and harmony between the two Houses, 
but what really prevented the Hon^ble Home Minister fronr bringing 
about a joint meeting of, say, the President and the Sneaker and the 
member of the Council in cnarge of this report, is be>oud my compre- 
hension. These three persons could ha easily brpught together for the 
purpose of some kind of concrete settlement of the questions that are 
at issue. In the meanwhile, I find that there has been going on, to 
use a strong language which may be. Sir, unparliamentary, — I am 
afraid, that there is going on a kind of sinister movement by which 
effective invasion might l>e launched against the privileg^js of this 
House. The Home Minister is himself responsible for luM allowing 
the Council to pass its rules, and having been himself responsible for 
this delay, he is now taking ret‘ourse to ■another step by which, in the 
absence of rules framed by the Council, he has invoked the aiithority 
of the Governor to intervene with a rule which really strikes a blow 
at the very structure of our rights and privileges. Now, the other day, 
a question ^rose as regards some ordinancv*. The notice for the motion 
on the ordinance was given some days back, but shelter was taken 
under tlte doubtful wording (»f sections 84(7) and 84(.3') of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act. Section 84(7) says that the Governor shall in 
his discretion, afler consultation with the Speaker or the President, 
make rules where the rules are not yet framed by the Coun<ul. Now, 
my first point woulfj l)e, was the President consulted when the inter- 
vention of the Governor w^as invoked by Government in this mattei*? I 
am afraid that the President of the House, perhaps, was not consulted — 

I do not know — ^bujl'I have a right to assume that he was not. 

Secondly, even though,’ as laid dowm in section 84 (7), ,the Gbverndr 
shall use his discretion in the making of rules within a strictly defined 
sphere, and section 84(*3) no doubt gives the Governor power to intervene 
in his own discretion, I am of the opinion that the exercise of discre- 
tion by the Governor is also limited by other sections of the Government 
of India Act, and therefore my argument is that firstly, the* Govern- 
ment themselves are responsible for not allowing the Council i(\ have 
its own aet of rules although enough time was given to them for getting * 
the rules passed by the Council. 

My seccmd point of complaint is that having cleared the way for 
them, they now approach the Governor and ask for his intervention, 
and thirdly, this intervention has been obtained for matters which lie 
outeide the scope of the Governor’s discretion. The Governor can 
intervene for the sake of framing rules 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATM RAY. CHOWaHURY, of 
.SantOshS May»<I gse on a point of ordefr, Sii*. J think my friend is 
labouring under a misapprehension. Section 84(7) applies only to 
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some specific matters, a list of which has been g'iveu. With reg^d to 
those matters the Governor ha/i got to consult either the President or 
the lipfaker, but the point which my friend has raised is actually 
covered by section 84(.3) in which case the Governor can use his discre- 
tion without consulting the President or the Speaker. There is a line 
of demarcation between the two and l>e«ides that, it is for you to 
consider, vSifc, whether any action taken by the Governor in the 
exercise of his prerogative could be discussed here unless a resolution 
was moved to that effect with his permission. 

4lr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I am afraid my friend has 
not quite Understood what I was driving at. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not only be but nobody 
in this House has understood you. 

Dr. RAOHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; Perhaps it is loo subtle for 
this House. Of course, the .accused cannot understand the attack on 
him. Veiy well, I shall make it very simple. GovernmenV themselves 
are responsible for the situation cieated in the absence of ruks in this 
Council. So far as this (k»uncil is concerned, it has discdiarged its 
duty by placing the report on rules as early us possible. The rules 
were framed about six months buck. At that time the Home Minister 
aasured the Council that he would take ever>' step to expedite the 
passing of these rules. 

Now, my second point is this: that having been himself respcmsible 
for the situation created in the Courn il he should* not have gone and 
levelled an attack upon the privileges of tho House by the backdoor, 
that is to say, by surreptitiously going up to the Governor and asking 
for his iutervenlion without taking the (kmiicil into his confidence. 
My third point is that he has not ^iven the correct legal advice 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ordei’. So -far as the Governor acted 
under section 84(.?), lie acted in his discretion and in that case it will 
not be fair to say that he has been influenced by the Ministers surrep- 
titiously. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My point, Sir, was that the 
Ministers djd not give correct legal advice to the Governor for hie 
intervention. I still say that the discretion of" the Governor is to be 
exercised under certain limitations imposed by the Act itself, that i* 
to say, the Governor has special powers and discretion ai'y powers 

Mr. preswente Order, « order. When the Governor acted in hie 
discretion, he was not bbund Aven to ask for the advice of the Ministen^ 
far less bound to accept their advice. ; 
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• 

The Hon^He Ktiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the other hand, 1 
would say that the Ministep have n(j rigrht 1o tt*nder advice and I 
should have thoujrht that Dr. Mookerji should have known better than 
anybody about this. 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD* MOOKERJI : 1 am mol speaking of law but 
of convention, of what ^»:oes on behind the door. Takinf>’ ^hinpfs as they 
are, I think Sir, that the Instrument of Instructions may he consulted 
on the matter and I think it is meant there that the (tovcruor also 
must use his special powers within certain limits and with refereiu'e to 
certain subjects. 

My last point would ‘1^ this : that very unj^enerously retrospei'tive 
effect was given to the modification introdu(‘e(l by the (xovernor in 
regard to section oT of the Rules and ^stihiding Orders and thereby 
sanction was withheld from a notice which was delivered long before 
the Governor’ \s intervention was even thought o?. 

• 

The Hon'hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
Can thA’e he any dissension in this House on an acdion taken by the 
Governor in his discretion!*' 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You are quite correct. As 1 have said, the 
matter is now close.d. Dr. Mookerji, if you wanted to raise an objec- 
tion, you sliould have done it at the proj^er time.. Anyway, this is not 
the time to discuss that matter. 

• 

Or. RADHA KUMUb MOOKERJI: Sir. I took -.bjectiun that 
very day on the score of retrospective effect being given to section 57 
as modified by the Governor. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I g'ave my ruling at that time and ypn should 
not raise the question now. 

Dr. RAbHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: All right, Sir. As a matter 
of fact, I was only stating the fact "Before the Couiuil. The Council 
gave ahoqt 4 days’ notice for an adjournment inbtion on the Jute , 
Ordinance, and now this is to be ruled out by a special authority on the 
16th. This was 4 day^ earlier. However, my case is put in the resolu- 
tion that I have moved .already, namely, — This Council is of 
opinion that the privileges conferred on this House by section 84 ( 1 ) 
of the Government of India Act, 1985, to lay down its own business and 
procedure has been violated as* no action has ;tet beeft taken on the 
Report of the Select Committee on the subject* which was submitted to 
this House more than six months back. I am saying this to-day 
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because in a few days, perhaps in three or four days, this session «will 
close. The rules Will remain yn the same chaotic condition, in the 
melting .pot as if they had not been framed. I do not know when the 
rules will be framed. Perhaps,, we will have to wait till November, 
Perhaps the Government will believe in not convoking these popular 
assemblies very frequently. There may be ^changes of policy. So, I 
am afraid, ws may meet next February. My point is this, that even 
now the Home Minister can come to the rescue of the Council by giving 
an additional day when these rules can be easily settled. I therefore, 
Sir, move this resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At the very outset, when Dr. Mookerji moved 
his motion I asked him to stale his points. In his speech, of course, 
he has raised various poin,ta,' but the* main question that he has 
raised is this — 

“This Council is of opinion that the privileges conferred on this 
House by section §4(7) of the Government of India Act, 
1935, to lay down its own business and procedure has been 
violated as no action has yet been taken on the report of 
the Select Committee on the subject submitted to this House 
more than six months back.” 

It will be for the House to decide whether they will refer this matter 
to the Privilege Committee. We have a Privilege Committee to 
which ordinarily the House agrees 1o refer matter;? on points of 
privilege. It is first considered by the Committee* and then it comes 
bank to the House for its final decision. Dr.*^ Mookerji has given the 
House some dates and in his speech he has made his points clear. The 
Chair desires to I'eply to one or two points that he has incidentally 
raised, which are not really points at issue. He said that the Governor 
was required by the Statute to consult the President for changing rule 
57 of thef Council . Rules and Standing Orders. There, he is wrong, 
because thj^ Governoi acted under section 84 (3) of the Government of 
Jndia Act, 1935 and this provision is applicable only to issues arising 
dui;ing the interim period before the Council takes up the work of 
framing its own rules fo* the regulation of its procedure and conduct 
t of business; while® section 84 (7) (a) where the Governor acts in his 
discretion, if^ a permanent proviso. Under this section, even after the 
House makes its own rules, the Governor will have scope and jurisdic- 
tion to make rules overriding the rules of the House in regard to matters 
affecting the discharge of his functions in so far as he is by or under 
the Government of India Act, 1935’ required to act in his dLscretion 
or to exercise Ifis inditidual judgment.* So I hold that so far as modi- 
fications of section 57 of *the Rules and Standing Orders by the Governor 
is concerned, there was no material irregularity. 
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AfiT regards the other point, it will be for the House to decide. It 
is on record that the first motion was mQyed on the I'lth August, 1937. 
Then there was Mr. Ormond's motion inviting suggestions fron^ mem- 
bers on the 10th of September, 1937. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 
Deputy President, presented the interim report on the 24th January, 
1938. * 

After that a fairly long period intervened and the final report was 
submitted on the 17th August, 1938. It is certainly true that the 
House has in this way been deprived of a valued right in not being 
able to make its own rules and the Opposition may certainly complain 
that before the rules have been framed the (xovernor /uin make 
rules and amended or revised them. But tliat right is given to the 
Governor under the Statute. As I reminded the House on that 
occasion also, it is the House’s undoubtecl right under the Statute to 
make its own ruk^s, and certainly it is a question of privilege, and 1 
requested the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Const i*tution and Elections 
that he should expedite the framing of the^ rules. Strictly si>eaking, it 
is true that^lie other House has nothing to do with the making of the 
rules of this House. On this ])oint, the Statute is quite definite. 
Each House is competent to make its own rules independently of the 
other. It is not like an ordinary legislation where on(‘ House passes 
certain legislation and sends it to the other for acceptance or refusal. 
Of course, the Chair can conceive of informal understanding betwwn 
one House and another, but on the floor of the House the Chair wo.uld 
not encourage any suggestion to the effect that the framing of rules 
of one House should^ have to be delayed because the other House was 
being consulted in the matter. However, I know' that the Government 
IS as anxious as the Opposition to frame rules of proceclure for this 
House as early as possible. The Chair desires that early steps will be 
taken in the matter. So that, l>efore the session closes, there will be 
time for this House to give its final decision on the rules framed. As 
the motion has been moved, I must place it before the House. 

The question before the House is that this Council is ot «q)inion 
that the privilege conferred on this House by section 84(/) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935^ to lay down its own business and 
procedure, has been violated, and no action ha^ yet. been taken on the 
report of the vSelect Committee on the subject which was submitted 
to this House more than six months back. 

The motion was agi^ed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT, The motion is, therefore, referred to the 
Privilege Committee for report. 

The Hoffl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Hay I rise on a point 
of order, Sir? May I draw your attention t''- — - 



224 NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. [20th Fek., 

4 

Mrt PRESIDENT* Order, order. That matter has been referred 
to the Frivilef^e Cdirmiittee anclis closed. ^ 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 am rising on a 

]>oint of order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A point of order is raised when a point of 
)>rocedure is involved. Tliere must be something before the House in 
regard to which any member can raise a point bf order and say that 
there has been an error in the procedure. When there is nothing 

before tlV.* House, no point of order can be raised. 

< 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDfN: So far as my point of 
order is concerned, it invoJv«s a very important question, mimely, the 
fact that the Hon’blc movi^r lias criticisi'd the action of the Governor 
in his speech » 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But'! have not allowed that. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: However, I ftiink that 
that portion of the speech should be expunged from to-day’s proceedings. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, tliat will be a further motion that you 
may be permitted to move to-morrow. 

We Mull noM’ take up Non-ofticial Bills. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Relief to the Poor and Unemployed Bill, 1937, 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I beg to 

move that the Bengal Belief to the Poor and Unemployed Bill, 19r37, as 
reporled liy tlie Select ( ommittee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^Motion moved that the Bengal Belief to the 
Poor and Fnempjoved Bill, 1937, as reported by the Select Committee, 
be taken into (xmsideration. 

The motion Mas adopted. 


(lauses 1 ami 2, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question ^is that clauses 1 and 2 stand part 
of the Bill. *• ‘ 

The question Mas agreed to. 
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^Clause S , " 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The \iiiestioii is lluil clause *5 staml p^irt ot tue 
Bill. 

# 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 heg lo 

move that to clause 3 of the Bill the following new sub-clauses be added 
at the end, namely:-'- 

*'{4) The Poor Box shall be opened in the presence of tfl least 3 
members of the .rommittee, and the contents thereof counted 
anri entered in the Cash Book under the initial of the 
members present. 

{(5) Subscripti-ons and contributions otherwise collected shall also 
be entered in the Cash Book, the subscriber or the contri- 
butor being given written receipt for the amount p4vid.’^ 

Sir, ii» ilie Bill itself, ])rovisi()ns have been made for a Boor Box and 
lor double keys and otJier things, but no provision l»as been made about 
money being counted and entered in the Cash Book, etc. So, I move 
(he alM)ve tv^o amendments with that end in view. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendments ujoved, namely, that to cLiuse 3 
ot tlie Bill, the • following new suh-chiuses be added at the end, 
mnnely 

“(^) The Pkm)!' Box shall be opened in the presence -^tI al least 3 
members of the (kmimittee, and the contents thereof counted 
and entered in the Cash B(K)k undei' tlie initial of the 
mejnbeis present, 

(J) Siibscriptions and vontribntions otherwise collected shall also 
l)e entered in the Cjish B(K)k, the subscvriher or the contri- 
hutor being given written receipt for the amount paid!” 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH*R0Y; Sir, may I just 
suggest to^lhe hon’ble mover of the amendment that* all these details 
should not ])e entered in a Bill*' These may be left to the fule-making 
powers of riovernmentf These details should never form part of the 
Statute. Tliere is rule-making power given to (iovernment under 
clause lb of this Bill and all these details should be left to be provided 
for by these rules. That is my suggestion for the consideration of the 
hon’ble mover, for such rules c^in never be exhausted* and suitable 
amendments can hardly be moved on the flbor the HoUvse. Probably, 
Government will havo to frame rules to provide for certain contin- 
gencies which cannot be embodied in the Bilh itself. 
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Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sy, I think that the amendment 
proposed is of e very wholesome character. We often hear that public 
funds are not honestly dealt witlK^ It is |;herefore necessary that safe- 
guards should be provided to ensure that there may not be any 
mishandling of public, funds. These amendments which lay down that 
‘‘the Poor l*ox shall be opened in the presence of at least 3 members 
of the Committee and the contents thereof counted and entered in the 
Cash Book under the initial of the members present** and which also 
provide, that “subscriptions and contributions otherwise collected shall 
also be vntere<l in the Cash Book, the subscriber or the contributor 
being givAi written receipt for the amount paid** — ^appear to me to be 
quite reasonable amendments and provide Safeguards against any mis- 
application or mi.sappropria 4 tion of the funds collected. I think, 
therefore that ‘these two amendments should be accepted. 

« 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that to clause 
3 of the Bill, the following new sub-clauses be added aft the end, 
namely : — t 

“(^) The Poor Box shall be opened in the presence of at least 3 
members of the committee, and the contents thereof counted 
and entered in the Cash Book under the initial of the 
members present. 

{6) Subscriptions and contributions otherwise collected shall also 
be entered in the Cash Book, the subscriber or the contri- 
butor being given written receipt for the amount paid.** 

The question was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question is that clause 3 as amended stand 
part of ,the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 


Clauses 4 and 6, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 4 and o stand part 
>f the Bill.' 

The question was agreed to. 

Claused, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 6 stands part of the 
Bill. 
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Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 6 of the Bill, for snb-clause (i), the jjoliowing 
be substituted, namely : — ^ 

“(i) Every Committee shall prepare and maiutain a poor and an 
unemployed list (hereinafter referred to as^ the List) in 
which shall be entered — 

(a) names of all persons (other than dependents) within the 

union who are not assessed to union rate; and 

(b) names of all wage earners (other than dependeiitsi) who have 

been unemployed for a period exceeding oni8 month and 
have nothing’ else to fall back upon for subsistence during 
periods of unemployment. V 

I find, Sir, ’ that this clause can be so interpreted as to include 
unemployed agriculturists who have s\ifficient means to support them- 
selves, but who at some period or otlier may not have got any employ- 
ment, anT this fact may result in their being entered in the list. In 
that cale the list will be so bulky and unmanageable that it will be 
worse than useless. That is why I propose that clause 6(i) be re- 
drafted in such a way that only those persons who will be really in 
need of help — their names only may find place in the list. So T propose 
that sub-clause (1) of clause 6 be re-drafted in the above manner. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 6 of the 
Bill, for sub-claus9 (i), the following be substituted, namely: — 

I 

'*(i) Every Committee shall prepare and maintain pewr and an 
unemployed list (hereinafter referred to as the List) in 
which shall be entered — 

(a) names of all persons (other than dependents) within the 

union who a;;e not assessed to union rate ; and , 

(b) names of all wage earners (otlier than dependents) who have 
• been unemployed for a period exceeding one month and 

have nothing else» to fall back upon for subsistence during 
periods of unemployment.’’ 

» 

Th« rton’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, i would 
draw the attention oti the House to the words “wage-earners” in sub- 
clause (6) of the amendments — that is a very vague term, and it will be 
extremely difiicult for the committee to prepare a list on that basis. 
It may not be known to the committee as to who are wage-earners and 
who are not. The committee Inay find out as *to who* are assessed to 
Union rates and \^ho aie not. But who *earn8*wages and who does not, 
the committee can hardly find out. Therefore, if this amendment is 
accepted, an impossible task will be. entrusted to thd committee, and 
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I would requeat th4 hon*ble mqver to eonsider the implications of his 
amendment. His words are names of all waj^e-eamers (other than 
dependants) who have been unemployed for a period exceeding one 
month and have nothing else to fall back upon for subsistence during 
periods of unemployment'*. Well, Sir, a person may be a wage- 
earner to-dayV^ bill he may not be a wage-earner to-moiTow, because, 
as we know from our experience, there are (*ultivators who have got 
small plots of lands. They are not wage-earners during some months 
of the year, and Ihey have to earn their living by working as day- 
labourers (hiring some months of the year. So wage-earners and non- 
wage-eurner.4? are not divided into water-tig^t categories; and that is 
a point wiiich slirmld be borne in mind before this amendment is 
accepted. It will be an impossible task for the committee, if I may 
so submit, to find out who are wage-earners and who are not. 
Therefore, all the energy and enthusiasm of the committee whi(‘h this 
duty will throw on them will b^ exhausted if they have to prepare a 
list on the basis of this amendment. , 

Mfi KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: No doubt. Sir, as has been con- 
tended by tlie if(urble Minister, after all the expression “wage 
earner’’ is not a very happy one. Hut at the same time the original 
section as it stands is worse. There, the wording is, “the names of all 
persons within the TTnion otlier than de])endatltR of or about the age of 
12 years who have been unemployeil for a period exceeding one month.” 
So, the only qualifying expression there is “those who have been un- 
employed for a period exceeding one month." It is'y very wide defini- 
tion. It may^ include any number of |>ersous and the whole thing may 
be unworkable. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Even 
zemindars. 

Mr.- KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Why zemindars? iny class. 

the Hon’ble 8ir BfilOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Zemindars are 
not as yet unemployed. They have not yet come to that stage. 

Mri KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: People of* any class may claim 
to be included in this list on the excuse that they have been unemployed 
for a period exceeding one month. Then, at the same time it may not 
apply to one wlio is really intended to be included within the scope of 
this Act. So, whether this expression Vage — earner” is quite happy 
or not, ceHainly it is fUr belter than the original section, and as 
between the original section and the amendment, the amendment 
ought to be preferred. 
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Ilf. PRESIDENT: Khun Bahadur, are you ajrreeable to aeeept the. 
sufTjrestion of the FTon’ble Revenue Minister*:^ 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, is 

there any rigrht of reply f6r me, Siri^ 

Mfi PRE8I0ENT: There is no rij^ht of reply in ease of 
amendments. 

The question before the House is that in clause (i of the Bill, for 
sub-clause (/), the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(/j Every (.’ommittee shall prepare and maintain a poor and an 
unemployed list (hereinnftxsr ^referred to as the List ) in 
whicli shall be entered — 

• 

(a) names of all persons (other than dependents) within the 
union who are not assessed ^o union rate; and 

{h) names of all wage earners (other than dependents) who have 
* been unemployed for a period exceeding one month and 
have nothing else to fall back upon for subsistence during 
periods of unemployment. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that clause 
f) as amended stai.*d part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: TUe quest ion before the House is that clause 7 
stand jiart of the Bill. 

(Tlip motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 8, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uestion before the House is That clause S 
stand part of the Bill.* 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I beg 
to move that in clause 8 of th§ Bill in sub-clause {2)^ for the word 
‘‘less” the word “more” be substituted., , 

According to the Bill as it stands, it the funds at the disposal of the 
Committee be not sufficient to give ope anna or half nn anna rate, it 
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may not be able td render any, help at all. So, our object is to fix a 
maximum at the time of givinj^r the doles. That should be the 
maximum, and more than that payment should not be made. So, 
instead of ‘‘less than” it should be ‘"more than” as suggested in my 
amendment 


Mri PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 8 of the BilL 
in sub-clause (2), for the words “less” the word “more” be substituted. 

The question before the House is that in clause 8 {)f the Bill in sub- 
clause (^),tfor the word “less” the word “more” be substituted. 

(The molion was agreed to.) 

4 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 
8 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The inotio]! was agreed (b.) 


Clauses ii and 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses 
and 10 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clauses 11 and 12. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is clause 11 — 
Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, do you move your amendment? 

KJian* Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: No, Sir, 1 do not move my 
amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses 
11 and 12 i^tand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


^ Clause iJ3, 

^ * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the Mouse is that cJause 
18 stand “part of the BiUn 



NON^OFFICIAL BILLS. 


231 


1939.] 

« . 

Mfi NUR AHMED: Sir, I be<? to move that •for ( laiise 13 of the 
Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

'‘13. {1} Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law 

or enactment in force, every Union Board shall annually 
contribute at Ifiast five percentwm of its annual receipt from 
union rates to the fund; ^ 

{2) The Provincial Government and any District Board to the 
extent of its jurisdiction, may contribute to the fund at any 
time and any such contribution shall he disbursed by the 
Committee in accordance with any condilions Jlhat may be 
attached to th« contribution.” 

Mr. President, 1 think thih is a most ^importani amendment which 
should be added to the proposed Bill, if it is the intention of the House 
that the Bill should be made a workable one and it should not be made 
a dead leHer in many cases. 1 think this amendment should be added. 
The w’hole princi])le of the Hill depends on voluntary contribution and 
that contribution w'ith necessar\ fund shall be collected piincipally 
through cliaritv boxes. Many of the hon’ble members ha\e an ex- 
j)erience of the mufassil area and they can judge from their exj^erience 
how far charit> boxes will bring money to the fund. So, there must be 
some clause or some provision in the Bill which would at least place 
at the dis])osal of the Presidents of Union Boards some money* for 
making an experiment on the lines proposed in the Bill. There is 
another matter to^be considered by the honn)le members of the House 
and that is how far we will be justified in placing the Presidents of the 
Tnion Boards in a very embarrassing ])osition in the nuifa.s^l areas. 
Some of these Presidents may Jia])j)en to be Presidents of Union 
Benches, may be Presidents of Debt Settlement Boards. If they come 
to the peo})le w'ith a bowl of rharity, it will not be in keej)ing with their 
position of trust and helpt 

Secondly, there is another aspect. There will be some .Union 
Hoard Jbesideiits who are enthusiastic enough, w'ho may take 8ome» 
action, but there is no compulsion to take necessary- acdion in the 
matter. So, I think this amendment is necessary and T appeal to the 
members of the House to accept it, 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, 1 rise on a point of Order. 
The amendment, as proposed, wants to lay down that it should be 
obligatory upon the Union Boards to contribute at least 5 per cent, of 
its annual receipts to this particular fund. No^, ther^ is the Village 
Self-Government Act which has clearly priovided how the Union 
Board Fund is to be applied and without any amendment to that Act, 

1 do not think there can be any law by whv^b practically there could 
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bt* an amendment cf the Village Self-Government Act itself, and by 
whicli^the law regulating the applicatioh of Union Board Fund is 
going to be modified without an amendment of the main Act itself. 
J would like to say that the amendment p’roposed is absolutely vZtra 
ru-t>s as there is no proposal to have the ViHagc Self-Government Act 
amended for (he purpose. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Will Mr. Dulta kindly point out the particular 
Kec'tion of the Village Self-Government Act that is being referred to? 

The Hon^'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH HOY: Sir, uiay I make 
lay submission? I do not agree with my ‘ hon’ble friend there that 
this amendment is ultra vir^es' of the Village Self-Government Act. 
It is true that the ways how the funds of the Union Boards should be 
spent are laid down vdearly in the Village Self-Government Act, but 
the funds are not allotted for -any particular purpose. Certainly, if 
they can manage within 95 prt’ cent., they can save 5 per cent, for this 
purpose. Here the wording is “notwithstanding anything contained 
in any other law”. So that answers the point oi order raised by 
Mr. Dutta. 

Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INCHA Bahadur: Sir. my submis- 
sion is that under the Village Self-Government Act, the assessment 
(uni be made under sections d7A and 3711, but the assessment made 
under section 3i7A will be utilised to meet the salary of the chowkidars, 
whereas under seed ion 37B the revenue received can be utilised for 
the pur]''>se gt public utility and others. Thfere are Union Boards who 
only assess under section 37A. So if this amendment is passed, they 
will have to deduct the amount from the salary of the chowkidars. So 
this may not be ])os.sible. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: May 1 now 

speak bn tin* merits of tlie amendment. Sir? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: JVo. First of all, I shall have to give my 
decision whether <ihe amendment is in order. I think the argument 
that was given by the last speaker, Rai Bahadiir Surendra Narayan 
Siiigha, is a good reason why the House sliould not accept such an 
anieudment. But that is no reason why the motion or the amendment 
should not he in order. When this Bill comes under Schedule 7, List 
II of file Government of India Act, this House has every right to pass 
any legislation, but h-^re it is. clearly ^aid, as has been pointed out by 
the Hon’ble Minister, that iTotwithstanding any other Act in force, 
the House may enact any legislation in any way. If this enactment 
stands, then auflendmentsi are to.be made in tbe parent legislation, but 
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this bouse will be in order in passing such an i^ct. Of course, the 
House will have to consider whether ft is a nullity or differs from the 
other Act, but that is to be on merits. 

Amendment moved that for clause 18 of the Bill, the following be 
substituted, namely ; — 

^‘13. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law 

or enactment in force, every Union Board shall annually 
contribute at least five percentmn of its annual receipt from 
union rates to the fund ; 

(2) the Provincial Government and any District Hoard to the 
extent of its jivisdiction, may contribute to the fund at any 
time and any such, contribution shall be disbursed by the 
Committee in accordance with ^ny conditions that may be 
attached to the contribution.^’ 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD StNCH ROY; Sir, I rise to 
oppose ^th(* amendment. Tins jioint was very carefully considered by 
the Select Committee, and the amendment now proposed by the 
hon’ble member is directly against the principle underlying the Bill. 
The principle underlying the Bill is that funds for the purpose of the 
Bill will have to be raised by voluntary eoutributiou and not by a 
compulsory levy. That is the principle. So this amendment militates 
against that very important principle. 

Then, Sir, tlie ["nion Boards as is well known hav(‘ got mainly two 
sorts of duties to* perforpi — the duties of watcli and ward and the 
duties of village improvement. They tax the rate-payers •UmW’ section 
37(fl) of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act for raising finids 
for the payment of tlie chowkidars, but tlie amount raised under that 
section is earmarked for a special purpose, namely, th<‘ i)a>mer»< of 
the chowkidars. Now% the funds raised under section 37(/»^ ma^ he 
utilised for village improvement, and if there is any saving under 
section 37(/>), tlieii only that money may he diverted for tfie ]>ury)ose 
of this. Act-. That is my first, submission. Now, Sir, speaking from* 
memory, the amount w’hich the Union Bo^ids in Bengal laise for 
village infimmunent — that is under sectioii 37(.6)r— comes to about 
Rs. 25 to"Rs. 31) lakhs, and that amount is hardly sufficient even to 
meet the ordinary requiiements of village improvement. S(» if it is 
now^ to be laid down that 5 per cent, of that income must lie earmarked 
for the purpose of this Bill,’ then the main purpose of tlie Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act will be frustrated. Moreover, the various 
Union Boards were not consultetl. So 1 do not .think that the hon’ble 
member has any justification for springing a -surprise upon the 5,000 
Union Boards in the province. The District Boards too, who are 
difpectly responsible for the sui)ervi8ioij^ of th» work doAe by the Union 
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Boards with regard to village iraprovement, were not consulted. 
Government also were not consiilted. So,' I venture to submit that it 
is very 'unfair that an amendment of this nature should at all be 
moved. I would, therefore, request the House to reject the amend- 
ment on this ground. The funds of the Union Boards are pretty 
tight, and th^je is not much room for additional expenditure. On the 
contrary, I think it is high time that Government and the people of 
the province should divert their attention rather to the problem of 
augmenting the resources of the Union Boards. Before doing that, I 
think Me should not tr\ to earmark the comparatively small funds that 
are available for improvement of the villages. With these Mords, I 
oppos(‘ the amendment, Sir. , 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDR^A BANERJEE Bahadur: On a point of 
information, Sir. Bid the Hon’ble Minister say that- the income of 
the Union Boards derived under section ^17(6) of the Bengal Village 

Self-Government Act amounts {o about Its. 25 to Rs. 30 lakhs? 

* 

(No answer.) 

Rai Sahib INDU BHU8AN SARKER; Sir, I would like to oppose 
the amendment, and supjiort the argument advanced by the Hon^ble 
Mill ister. From my iiersonal exp(‘rience T can say that under section 
37 generally three-fourths of their income are spent upon watch 
and ward and also for the payment of establishmeTnt charges, under 
part I, and under part II, section 37(//), about one-fourth of their 
income is realised and out of that collection charge is 10 per cent, 
aqd it Is also sjnmt on the establishment. So, generally, a Union Board 
which has get an average income of Tls. 2,500, will have scarcely 
anything to spend under section 37((//) for M'orks of public utility. 
And from that, if 5 jier cent, is deducted, that is, from the total receipts 
of lls. 2,500, then the amount available under section 37(,&) comes to 
only about Rs. 200, and Rs. 125 goes to this new work. So, it will be 
a very great hardship on the part of the Union Boards to spend about 
^15 to ’40 }>er cent, of their total income under section 37(i/>) for this 
‘])ur])()se. Moieover, the Union Boards have not been consulted in this 
matter and they have plso other obligatory duties for which they 
have very little fvnds at their disposal. Under these circnimstances, 
therefore, 1 feel that the hon’ble mover should consider Mhether it 
will he a practical proposition to pass such an aniendment. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM : mmn 

u C' 

\ Wh pcfor box 

poor • box ^ fpR TO ^ iSiHr JOtl 
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W5 eras l55iR-fH<nw< nrar wh *crfl*r ^ wjt 
5*TO ®twra ere mecr srfsRtira ^iw ^sw sn? — iin?r *ni»r-wsn®n wto 

pri5r ?PK*# snr?^ (interruption) eP^ H^IhWICW 

’III* srtEif® 'ui’i 'll®-. ToT"i «i«’A 0*1*01 cs(ty ^i*u-^Ti>e w*t strt i TbTh * 1 * 


Mr. PRESIDENT: an^ ^ to ^fsr ispi iRH Offil as ’fC? o[m;W 1 

ai fast a»R 'TPt cc? 5*R «tr*rf=5 fasi7«n5?n wi^w*. a«R ^1 

Mr. KAOER BAK8H: Sir, I oppose the amendment of Mr. !Nur 
A-hmed, on the gioiind that the incidence of taxation which he has 
projKised in hijs amendment will fall on the Union Boatds, but the 
Union Boards have not Seen consulted as t4) whether they are in a 
position or are willing to hear the burden^ If my friend had read the 
evidence given by llie Presidenis of the Union Bbards before the 
Chowkidari (\>mniittee, lie would liave known that the Ihiion Boards 
complained that they were sufPering from want of funds, and on this 
account iJiey have not been able to takef up any ameliorative measures 
to better the c.ondiiion ol their Unions. The Union Boards have 
demanded a i>ortion of the money that they contribute towards the pay 
of the chowkidars from ihe jirovincial revenues. Under these circum- 
stances, the Union Boards which are meant primarily for the bettenneni 
of the Unions, for exam])le, education, water-supply, village sanitation, 
should not be asked to make a cxintribution of 5 per cent, which is a 
very high perceniage indeed for this purpose. Therefore, I oppose the 
amendment, Sir, because it is neither just nor is it fair. 

I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that for clause 
Id of tlie Bill, tlie following be substituted, namely: — 

“Id. (7) Notwitlistanding anything contained in any other law 
or enactment in force, every Union Board shall annually 
contribute at hnist five perrentiun of its annual receipt from 
union rates to tlie fund; • " 

{2) the Provincial (ioverumeni and any District Boat'd Ho the 
extent of its jurisdiction, may contribute to tlie fund at an>» 
lime and any such contribution ghall he disbursed In ‘the 
• Uommittee in accordance with any c()nd,i+i^Ti« i\\ui hihv 
attached to the contribution.'’ 

The amendment v^as lost. 

Clavses 13y 14, L5 and 16. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question i.s that clauses 18. 14. lo and IG 
stand part, of the. Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 
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Schedule — Forms I to III and IV. 

Mr. 'PRESIDENT: The question is that the Schedule — Forms 
II, III and IV stand part of the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 beg to 

move that in the schedule attached to the Bill, in Form II, Part I, for 
fhe words “over years” at the top of columns 4 and 5, and 0 and 

7, the words and figure “over 12 years” be .substituted. 

Sir, the amendment I propose has no other aim than to fill up the 
gaps in the form which have occurred in this dorm of Schedule, namely 
Form II, Part I. 

J also beg ti> move that in the schedule attached to the Bill, in 
Fonii II, Part I, for the words “under years” at the top of column 

8, the words and figure “under. 12 years” lie substituted; and the line 
to the left of column 8 be projected upwards so as to separate ooluinu 8 
from the sub-heading “Disabled”. 

J make this amendment beiuiuse I w^nt all children to be shown 
and not merely “disabled” children. 

I also beg to move that in the schedule attached to the Bill, in 

Form IT, Part II, for the words “Unemployed over years of age” 

in the heading of the form, the words “Unemployed persons” be 
substituted, and I also beg to move that in the schedule attached to the 

Bill, in Form II, Part II, for the words “over years” at the top of 

columns 4 and 5, and (> and 7, the words and figure “over 12 years” 
be subsTituteTi. 

This amendment is moved for similar reasons. 

Then I again move that in the schedule attached to the Bill, in 

Form 11, part 11, for the words “under years” at the top of column 

8, the words and figure “under 12 years” be substituted; and the line 
to the left of column 8 be proje(*ted upwards so as to separate column 8 
Vrom the sub-heading “Disabled”. 

Here also, Sir, I intefld that all the children may be included and 
» not merely the disabled children. 

2s ow 1 uiove my last amendment, namely, .that in the schedule 
attached to the Bill, in Form III, for the word “Eeceipt” at the top 
of columns 4, 5 and 6, the word “Recoveries” be substituted. When 
the loan is paid back it should l>e noted as “Recovery” and not as a 
' “Receipt”. ^ c . 

These are all my amendments, Sir. They are very simple and I 
hope the House will accept them. 

* c 
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lAr. PRESIDENT: Amendments moTed : 

That in the schedule attached to the •Bill, in Form II, Part 1, toi* the» 

words ‘‘over years’’ at the top of c^olumns 4 and 5, and 0 aifd ’I', the 

words and figure ‘‘over 12 years” he substituted. 

That in the schedule attached to the Bill, in Form II, Part 1, for 

the words “under years” at the top of column 8, tl^e worils and 

figure “under 12 yeAs” be substituted; and the line to the left of 
column 8 be projected upwards so as to separate column 8 from tiie 
flub-heading “Disabled”. 

That ill the schedule attached to the Bill, in Form II, Pprt il, for 

the words “Unemployed over years of age” in the lieixling of the 

form, the words “Unemployed persons” be substituted. 

That in the schedule attacifed to the Bill, in Form II, Part IT, for 

the words “over years” at the top of (siluinns 4 and* 5, 4ind (i and 7, 

the words and figure “over 12 years” he siihslituted. 

That in the schedule attached to the Bill, in Form II, Part II, for 

the wwfUfe “under years” at the top* of column 8, the words and 

figure “under 12 yeuirs” he substituted; and the line to the left of 
column be projected upwards so as to separate <*olumn 8 from the sub- 
bearding “Disabled”. 

That in the schedule attached to the Bill, in Form 111, for the word 
“Receipt” at tlie top of columns 4, o and b, the word “Recoveries” be 
substituted. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: If the Hon’ble Minister wants to opjmse any 
particular amendment, he con do so. If necessary, I shall put them 
separately. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I do 
not want to oppose any of them. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before tlie House is tliat In the 
schedule attached to tlie Bill, i;i Form II, Pari 1, for the words “over^ 

years” at the top of columns 4 and o^aiid (i and 7. the words 

and figure '“over 12 years” he substituted. 

That in the schedule attached fo the Bill, in Form 11^ Part I, for 

the words “under .•...years” at tlie top of column 8, the words and 

figure “under 12 years” he substituted; and the line to the left of 
column 8 be projected upwards so as to separate column 8 from the 
sub-heading “Disabled”, 

That in the schedule attached to the’^ill, in*Form /I, Part 11, for 

the words “Unemployed over years of age” in the heading of the 

form, the words “Unemployed persons” be substituted.^ 
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That in the schedule attached to the Bill, in Form II, Part it, for 

.the words ‘‘over years’^ at the top of columns 4 and 5, and 6 and 

7, th^ words and figure “over 12 years^’ be substituted. 

That in the schedule attached to tlie Bill, in Form II, Part II, for 

the words “under years” at the top of column 8, the words and 

figure “und^‘ 12 years” be substituted; and the line to the left of 
column S be projected upwards so as to separate column 8 from the 
sub-heading “Disabled”. 

That ill tlie schedule attached to the Bill; in Form III, for the word 
^‘Receipt” at the top of columns 4, 5 and 6, the word “Recoveries” be 
substituted.^' 

(The motions were agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
echedule as amended' stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion w^as agreed tn.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the short 
title and preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If there is no objection, 'then alone can the 
hon’ble member move that the Bill as amended be passed. I would 
like to hear the Hon’ble Minivster-in-cbarge whether he has any ohjec- 
tion or not. ^ * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I have 
no objection. 

Khan Bahadur SA I YE D MUAZAMUDdiN HOSAIN: Now that 

all the amendments have been disposed of, I beg to move that the Bill 
V as settled in the Council be passed. In doing so, I have to make a few 
observations. In the Bill, as originally drafted, 'there was a provision 
for Oovernment contribiUion towards the fund pioposed to.be created 
‘ for helping the poor and unemployed, but finally at the suggestion of 
the Hon’ble^ Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, the 
Oovernment had to be absolved from all financial responsibility in this 
connection. The Bill was referred to a Select Committee with defiiuite 
instructions that it might be so redrafted so that no financial respons- 
ibility might devolve on the Government. Sir, now the redrafted Bill 
has come before us, and we h^ve considered all the amendments. Some 
members have already given expression to their misgivings that without 
provision for substantial funds, the Bill will remain a dead letter or a 
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mere pious wish. But, Sir, 1 do uol agree^witli that view at 
all. To my mind, Sir, the dlill will sWve a very f^ood purpose. In . 
the first place, it will give heart to the vstarviug poor and unetViployed 
of Bengal who so long were never thought of by an.Nhody. It was 
nobody *8 business to enquire if any of them were starving tor any 
length of period. They will at least have this liope now that tliere is 
somebody who will look after them, take (uire of them aii(f make provi- 
sions for them, if possible, and even if they cannot make provision for 
them, they will at least report to the authorities so that they may come 
to their rescue. 

/ 

Next, Sir, it will rouse the public conscience to their duty to the 
poor, that it is their duty to enquire if any pooi- man is staiving in 
silence in his house. It is on*ly the beggars wim gmierally come out 
and beg. But there are those who do not beg and coimider it not only 
beneath their dignity to do so, but they coiisidei; it rather a disgra(5e 
to lieg. It will be of great lielp to, this class of people. Motwali 
ch(»wkidajiSi will take care of them, enquire of them and wherever they 
are found to be actually starving for more than 24 hours, tliev will 
rep('rt tbe matter to the authorities. 

Then, Sir, it will also be a greai help to the (Government itself. 
So long Government had no organization for reporting cases of starva- 
tion. Government will now get an organization by which th(‘ district 
authorities will be* kept informed from time to time of the distress 
prevailing in the remotest interior of Bengal. The District Magistrate 
will be in possession of report direct from the village concerned through 
the Union Board ‘President who will be the e.r^officio President of the 
Committee. Sc, he will be able to deal with tlie situatu^ji^ mo’r? 
promptly than at present. At present, Sir, it iN not unoften that the 
Government is embarraSvSed by reports of starvation wlum it appc*ars 
in the newspapers and the Government can only empiirc into cases 
when such reports appear in newspapers and not before that. 

Then again, Sir, the statistical value of the provisions of tliis Act 
will not be also very small, because the Bill has made it inanMatory 
that these statements alK)ut tbe poor and the unemployed will be*^ 
maintained and revised from time to time V every Union Board so 
that the Government or any local body, if it wants, #will be able to get 
all statistical information about tht‘ poverty-stricken people of Bengal. 
It is not a very small, matter. * 

Then again. Sir, although’ there is no financial responsibility cast on 
the Government, if the Collector of a district gets report that certain 
persons are dying in certain aireas and if local contributions are not. 
forthcoming to give them proper relief^ I dp not think Government 
will be able to sit tight on their seats without doing anything for 
them. The Collector will have to open his jmrse-st rings, will have to 
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find money anyhow and will have to render help. Ostensibly, it 
appears that the Government have no financial responsil>ility. Hut it 
cannot* be gainsaid that it imposes a great moral res])onsil)ility on 
Government and I believe, Sir, it will not remain a dead leltei or a, 
mere pious wish as many of my friends seem to think. Sir, I ihiuk 
though it i^a very modest measure, it is really a landmark in the 
history of legislation in this country regarding the poor and uneni])loy- 
ed. It lays the foundation for future Poor Laws in Bengal, ainl I 
think it is a very useful legislation which we are going to ]ius<, and 
I hope the House will pass it without any division. 

« 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Kelief to tlie 
Poor and Unemployed Billj 1937, as settled in the Council ])e passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT'; wh?r<"l larUH, ^ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: " ^ ^ 

RiT*t w wtro tot 

RTO C^? C5T to TO 

5[ri ^ 5irTO R SRSR R union board ^ 

OTTO *1^-^ to otot fund «FOTJs «rrc^i 

^ srrc^TTO SP’OT^ to;; Union board 5R 

^ WTT OTOfn* sofst R 

union -*k.apd 5 rT ?[TO: mm Rtot m\ OTt RRtoR 

R CRT ^ ^SfTTO ®(t*r ?RCfi Kc®! , OTTRt ^COTl 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINQH ROY: Sir, T eongiatu- 
late the ‘hon’ble mover of this Bill for having successfully piloted a 
measure of this nature through this House. It is true, indeed, that 
V it is the first of its kind in Bengal. Whether it will really prove very 
effective for solving the unemployment question in the rural areas or 
for giving relief to the unemployed, remains to be seen. But, I think, 
it will give a stimulus to private charities. Although the Khan Bahadur 
in moving his motion observed that up till now Government had 
no organization which could report to them about the starving people, 
I do not think, Sir, that the Governmen't have ever piwed apathetic 
to this problem. Whenever it was necessaiy, whenever there was any 
situation that required Government’s vhelp or attention, Government, 
at any rate, the present, Government, I can assure you, did theii- l)est 
up till now. During the last floods which affected lb districts in thi^ 
province, Gover/iment freely opened their purse-strings, distributed 
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lar^e aiuouulA of ^rratuitous relief and agricultural, loans. So, tliat 
shows that the revenues of rtie province are spent and reserved for 
emergencies, but for giving relief to the unemployed in the Villages 
all the year round, I hope they should depend mainly on private 
charity. This Bill 1 hope, if I may repeat, will give stimulus to 
private charity and generosity. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill 
as settled in the Council be passed. 

»TIie motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is passed. 

The Bengal Shop Prices Regulation Bill, 1938. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, 1 b<>g jo move that the Bengal Shop 
TiTces Kegulation Bill, 1938, be taken into consideration and passed. 

Sir, llie Bill which 1 have the hononr to sponsor is a very modest 
measure. Jn tact, it nia> be crititdzed from two opposite points of 
view. Some ])eo])le nia\ tliink that it does not go far enough, for there 
is no attempt hy the State to control tlie prices of different commodities 
which are put into the market. Other people, on the other hand, may 
suggest tliat it goes far enough as it is, because it seeks to (Kunpel the 
shopkeepers to display in their shops prices which they intend to charge 
for any ])ariicular commodity. I think, Sir, it will he generally 
agi'eed that particularly in a (‘ountry like ours where very offeu. 
standards of business efficiency are not very high and also ^r^tions of 
business honesty have not developed to the extent to which we would 
like them to be developed, it is very necessary that the State should 
have some say in the regulation of prices, and this Bill is only a first 
step in that direction. It' wants that each shopkeepey should .mark the 
prices of the articles in his shop and allow the customers an opportunity 
to purchase things without the unnecessary tmtheration of having U 
higgle ‘for it. It may be said that this will not have much powei', 
because the shopkeepers will put up fantastic# prices. 1 do not think 
there is any likelihood of that, because if the prices are displayed in 
the shops, the competition between different shopkeepers wij] force them 
to display the prices* whicli are very near to the fair prices in the 
market, because it is a fair price and when once it is displayed, there 
will be no room for higgling and bargaining on the part of the shop- 
keepers and certainly not also on the part of the customers. 

Another objection that may he raised is, tliat it w*ill involve the 
Government in heJivy financial responsibilities in appointing inspectors 
to control these prices. I have already tried to meet that argument in 
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anticipation. For, this seems to be obvious that if all the shops have 
to display their prices, then in that case/ their competition will ensure 
that fair prices are exhibited, and here the Governnient have a c^heck 
upon the individual shopkeepers. Therefore, the burden upon the 
Government should not be cumbersome. I do not propose to take 
much time gf the House at this stag^e. I move that the Bill be taken 
into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Morion moved that the Bengal Shop Prices 
Kegulati^ui Bill, 1988, be taken into consideration. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, 
much as 1 would like to hr invested with plenary powers to regulate 
trade, industry and commerce, to regulate honesty and dishonesty, to 
conserve nervous energy and to save time, I must confess that I am a 
little hit appalled at the powers which are attempted to l>e invested in 
Government by virtue of this Bill. " 

I think, Sir, that if this Bill were passt*d, we should then He taking 
a very forward step towards becoming an authoritarian State, and 
perhaps the State, if it did not like a particular shopkeeper, might, at 
any time, liaul him up before a Magistrate in order to wreak vengeance 
upon him. 1 do not like to haggle myself, and T would much rather 
prefer if the shopkeeper were to state his price honestly at the rock- 
bottom price which he is i)repared to take for his article, but theix) are 
other jxirsons who enjoy the art of beating down the shopkeepers and 
.1 do not see any reason why we should interfere wuth their happiness 
and eiTjbynl^iit. Tliere are also many shopkeepers who, if asked with 
iH^gard to their own predilections, would like to have a little chat with 
their customers on the prices in general, and they would not appre- 
ciate this interference with their liberty. I also feel that there are 
many shopkeepers who would be put to very great inconvenience and 
expense if this Bill were passed. There are many shopkeepers also, 
who are presumably too illiterate to be able to mark the prices of their 
commodities, or even to piii up a list,- as contemplated under section 
0 , of perishable goods sjich as fish, potatoes, milk and cream. ’Now, 
there is a ver^^ curious clause in the Bill that no shopkeeper shall sell 
or have for sale (!ertain articles which vary in price at different times. 
I will not iWier to those shops where public buyers are charged var 3 dng 
prices at varying times. But how would it be possible for any one to 
control the price and keep a check over this? In that case we must 
have an army of shop inspectors. But neither our funds would allow 
UR to have it tor do I think it would 'he desirable to have an army of 
shop inspei-tors let looJ>e on*' shops, whose attention towards shop- 
keepers would ultimately result only in a fine of l/20th of the price 
marked ! For instance, if a p<‘rson were to mark the price of an article 
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at annas five and was to sell it at annas five and two pies, and W 
was caught by the shop ins^Jector and hauled up before a Magistrate/ 
the Magistrate, after having drawn up proceedings , against him, 
having framed a charge against him under this Act, and giving him 
lime for cross-examinatiop, to lead defence evidence and appoint 
eminent counsel or advocates, would ultimaiely fine the |)fiender only 
one anna. That, Sir, would be tlie uimast penalty which he would be 
called upon to ])ay. L agree. Sir, that Mr. ITumayun Kabir has produced 
a Bill wliicli directs tlie attention of the public towards an evil which 
exists, but which 1 think, with increasing mercantile edu(‘i)tion, will 
disai)pear in due course. T personally think that our, trade and 
hnsiness standard liave hot yet prepared us for a regulation of this 
nature. Moreover, a Bill of this type which affects so many different 
])eople, and affects such interests <‘annot possibly be tjiken into consh 
deration by a res])onsible Legislature without ascertaining the views 
of the interests affoct(*d. I conseipHUitly move that the Bill be 
ci rculated for the pur])()se of cdiciting ojniyoii thereon — if Mr. President, 
yon will* erinit me to alter the original date of my amendment in 
order ii\ make this a more juucticable proposition, that is to say, if 
you would please allow me to change the date to 30th June, 1939, 
instead of the 31st October, 1939, as at present. Will you please 
permit me to make this amendment? 


lift PRESIDENT: If it is merely verbal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, Sir, it is not so 

very verbal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you cannot amend your own amend- 
ment. Soinehody else w'ill liave to do that. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: 1 am quite prepared to 
move an amendnieiit on those* lines, namely, that,. for the 31 st October, 
the 30th June be siibstitnted. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Then J simply move 
that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon, 
by the 31st October, 1939. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill he circulated 
for eliciting opinion thereon by the 3l8t October, 1939. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHCWDHURY: I beg to, move formally 
that in place of ^be words “31st October, 1939’* in the amendment 
moved by the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Snbrawardy, the words and figures- 
“30tb June, 1939” be substituted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Further amendment moved: that the Bill be 
'circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 

1S39. 


Sir EDM^ARD BENTHAL: Sir, when 1 hrsi saw the Bill which 
the mover has moved, 1 thought that it was an excellent idea as it 
had an object which 1 would like to see achieved, but, unfortunately 
ihe Bill w'hich he has produced is, to my regret, both impracticable 
und unenforceable. As the Hon’ble Minister has pointed out, it would 
require an army of Inspectors to enforce it, and there will have to be 
a special department of the Government to enforce it and perhaps 
enforce it by methods which are adopted by the Totalitarian States. 
Furthermore, there are several defects in the Bill and T may mention 
only a few’ of them here. The Bill does not allow for any general 
fluctuation in the prices of the 'same articles during the course of the 
-day. Everybody know^s, Sir, that the prices of one and the SuAiitr ai iicltr 
do Huctuate in the course of the day, and it seems to me that situation 
do arise in wdiich the price of an article down in the morning is not the 
iianie in the later course of the day, and we cannot dispute such 
v)ccurrences. Then again, the clause dealing wdth public bargaining 
seems to me to be also impracticable, and prohibiting of public bargain- 
ing is an unwarranted interference with an individual's lil>erty oi 
action. After all, it is quite legitimate that we should have different 
prices for different quantities in respect of the same article and 
different prices for different deliveries. Furthermoie, it is laid down 
111 clauses that the prices should be marked on the articles in 

a language which can be understood by all purchasers. Sir, it is very 
difhculi indeed to have to mark prices on an article for different 
quantities and for different deliveries, and all these, too, in a language 
that can be understood by all customers! All these seem to be not a 
prucAicable proposition. The same is the case with the suggestion that 
inspectors should have the right of entering a shop and inspecting it 
./to see it the provisions of the Act are being complied w'ith, That, too, 
tjeems to be an unwarrantable interference with a shopkeeper's 
business. W e have enough trouble already now-a-daya without 
having shoj> inspectors ! Taking all these into consideration, 1 feel 
strongly inclined to oppo.se the Bill. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th 
June, 1939. 

The qiiestiott was agreed to. 
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The Indian Bar Council (Amlmdniont) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I beg to move that the 
Indian Bar Council (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharrufl: Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative 
Departments, 

(2) Rai Manniatha Natli Bose Bahadur, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Naziriiddin Alnned. 

(o) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(()) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(7) Mr. Bankiiu Chandra Datta, 

(8) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

I 

(9) Mr. Humayun Kahir, 

(10) Mr. E. C. Ormond, 

(11) Mr. Slirish Chandra (^hakraverty, 

(12) Rai Saliib Jaiindra Mohan Sen, 

(13) Klian Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, and 

(14) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 15th May 

that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 

constitute a quorum shall be four. 

I do not propose to make a speech on the motion as the time is very 
short. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I beg to -move that the Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion by the 
15th of June, 1939. » 

Sir, the Bill is a very short one, but although it seems to be a short 
one, it is of a complicated nature. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I am prepared to 
accept the amendment on condition that no speech is delivered, so that 
without loss of any time further business can be taken up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It will be for the House as a whole to accept the 
amendment or not to accept it. It is not for any particular member to 
accept a motion. 

4 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHpWDHURY: I speak, Sir, on behalf of 

the House ! 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

♦Sii, it ai)p€ar8 that iny friend does not want lo liave a speech from me. 
I do not thihk any speech is necessary in a case like this, and all that 
I want to say is that we have not yet received any opinion from the 
Hon^ble High Court and other people wlio are really interested in this 
matter. Till the Government get the opinion of the High Court and 
other pe/^ple interested in the matter, it is not possible for us to advise 
the House wliether the House should accept fhe amendment proposed 
or whether it should reject it. Under these circumstances, I have no 
other alternative hut to inpve that o])inion should he collected on this 
matter and tlierefore the Bill should he circulated for this purpose. 1 
hope there will he no objection on the iiart of the members to do so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amehdment moved, that the Bill 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the loth Tune, 1939. 

The question before the House is that the Bill be circulated for the 
pur])ose of eliciting opinion thereon by the loth Tune, 1939. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-1 o p.m on Tuesday, the 21st 
February, "'J 939. 
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Members absent: 

The following members were absent from the mwjting held on 
Monday, the 2(ltb February, 1939: — 

e 

(1) Khan lialiadiir Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Huiiiayini lieza Chowdhury. 

(d) Mr. D. J. Cohen 

(4) Klian Bahadur S. Ft^zal Ellahi. 

(5) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

((i) Nawahzada Kainruddin Haider 

(7) Mr. Moliamed Hossain. 

(8) Mr. J.‘ McFarlane. 

(9) Begfiini Haniida Momin. 

(fW^Mr. K. ('. Ormond. 

{114 Mr. H. P. Poddar. 

(12) Bai Sahil) Jalindra Mohan Sen. 

{13) Mr. D. H. Wilnier. 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Di; BATES 


The Council met in Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 21st February, 1939, ei 2-15 p.m., 
being the eighth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble ,Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mii^ra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Creation of one post of Inspecting Officer. 

* 

61. Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that one post of Tnspeciing Officer lias recently 
been created? 

(f)) Is it a fact that tlie cause for which the present Inspector- 
General of Eegistra<k)n, Bcnoal, has been made to retire is the creation 
of the post of tlie Second Insjiecling Officer of the Eegistration Depart- 
ment? 

(c) Is i1 a fact that he is too liberal in creating posts? 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, will the^ llon’ble 
Minister kindly state why extra expenses are being incurred by the 
department in creating new posts before redressing the grievances of 
the subordinate employees of the Registration Department? 

(e) Is it a fact that some Sub-Registrars have recently been made 
Sub-Deputy Collectors? 

(/) II the ^inswer to (e) be in the affirmative, do the Government 
propose to take immediate steps for the redress j)f the grievances of tKe 
four thousand subordinate employees of the Registration Department? 

(^/) Will the Hon’ble Minister kipdly lay on the table the names of 
officers in the offices oi the District Sub-Registrars of Alipore (24- 
Parganas), Howrah, Midnapore, Jessore, Dacca and Birbhum with 
their pay and educational qualifications shown against each with a 
remark against each about his dealings towards his subordinate 
• employees? 

(h) Has the Hon’ble Minister received any deputation or memorial 
from the sulmrdinate employees of the Registration Department? 
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(i) If the answer to (h) be in the affirmative, does the Hon’ble 
* Minister contemplate to cause an enquiry made with a view to 
ameliorate their conditions? 

O’) Is it a fact that Sub-Registrars used to be recruited from 
amongst the departmental qualified subordinate employees about ten 
years back?'’ 

(k) If the answer to (j) be in the affirmative, why was that system, 
abrogated? Do Government propose to reintroduce the system 
immediately? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAHDY, of Cossimbazar 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): {a) and (e) Yes. 

(h) It is a malicious perversion of facis to insinuate that the late 
Inspector-General of Registration was at all made to retire or that the 
cause for which he was made to retire was the creation of the post of 
Second Inspector. As a matter of fact, the late Inspector-Genera/ ui 
Registration was anxious to resign for nearly a year before h’s actual 
retirement and join the Viswa Blumiti University at Santiniketan to 
undertake social service and especially adult education work. I tried 
to persuade him to wait till his normal term was over, but failed. I 
then put him ofi on some pretext or other, hoping that with the lapse of 
time he might change his mind. But he would not change. I there- 
fore reluctantly accepted his resignation more than ten months after 
he had put in his application for retirement. Far from causing him 
--.^tlj^tire, I did my best to keep him on in his post, and I wonder where 
thelRhi’hk:’ member has got such gross perversion of actual facts. Nor 
is it correct that the Inspector-General of Registration retired because 
of the appointment. On the contrary the Inspector appointed was his 
nominee. 

There were four Inspectors of Registration Offices. The number 
of the officers is at present 389. Also there are as many as 417 
« Marriage Registration Offices. The appointment of an additional 
Inspector was administratively approved before the present Ministry 
came into office as it w'as found that the work of superintendence and 
inspection, so necessary for efficient administration, was too heavy for 
one officer. 

(c) and O’) No. 

(df) and (k) Do not arise. 

(/) The subordinate employees under the Registration Department 
number 1,500 including menials. The service continues to be as 
popular as it has all along been. Particular grievances of the employees 
will certainly be attended to carefully by the department. 
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(ff) A Btatement is placed on the ^ble. No lai favourable ret)ort 
has been received by me abouit the dealinjrs of any of these offic^rei with 
their subordinate staff. 

(k) Yes. Some officers of the department of the Bogra district saw 
me while I was on tour ih that” district and represeni^tions were 
received from four other districts. 

(i) The matter is >under consideration. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (g) of question No. 6J. 


Serial 

No. 

Station. 

Name of officer, j 

Pay and 
special 
pay. 

Educational 

jqualifications. 



(I 

Rs. 


1 

Alipore (24-Par- 
^anas). 

Babu Shital Chandra 
Banerji. 

260+100 

Read up to 
Matriculation 
standard. 

2 

Howrah 

Maulvi Fazlul Karim 

260 + 95 

Read up to I.A. 
(Alighar). 

3 

Midnapore 

Babu Bijoy Chandra 
Dhar. 

260 + 90 

Read up to F.A. 

4 

Jessore 

Babu Amulya Ku- 
mar Gupta. 

250 + 90 

Plucked B.A. 

6 

Dacca 

Maulvi Nural Huq 

188 + 95 

B.A. 

6 

Birbhum 

Babu Satyendra 

Nath Mitra. i 

* 

250 + 90 

Read up to F.A. 


Imposition «of Education Cess. 

s 

62. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state if 
the Government is aware that there is a very strong public opinion 
against the imposition of education cess upon the peasantry of Bengal 
and upon all classes of landholders? 

(6) Does the Government prc^pose to revise the policy in respect of 
this imposition of tax for primary education ? , 

(c) What policy does the Government propose to initiate for impart- 
ing free primary education? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 8R|8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. F^azlul Huq): (a) I am aware 

that there is opposition in some quarters to the imposition of education 
cess. 


(6) and The question is under my cbnsideration. 


liiaganj town. 

63. inr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURI (on behalf of Rai Surendra 
Narayan singha Bahadur): (a) Will tlie Jlon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Coiniimnications and Works Department be pleased to state 
whether Ihe Government » have received a representation from the 
peo])le of Jiaganj and its neighl)ouring places in. the district of 
Murshidabad, ])rayiiig for help from the Government for protection 
work so that the town may Ix' saved from erosion of the river 
Bhagirathi? 

(h) If the answer to part (a) be in the aHinnaiive, do thei Govern- 
ment propose to hold an en([uirv and take all necessary steps towards 
the preparation of a scheme and an estimate for the purpose of pre- 
venting further damage to the town by such erosions in future? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) Yes. 

(h) An inCjuiry has already been held and the results will be com- 
municateir'r’o the Municipality for consid(‘ration and such action as 
they think necessary. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: the i-esult of the enquiry 

expected to entail any financial burden on the Municipality? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, this is a matter for the Municipality or the District Board to take 
up, and I do not Uiink it is possible at this stage to say if any portion 
of the expen/liture which will be incurred will be borne by Government. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: If any financial burden is 
entailed, will tlie Municipality be in a position to face that financial 
difficulty ? 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar] 

Sir, that is a matter for the Municipalitj" to decide 



1839 ^.] 


BUDdET DISCUSSION. 


sn 


GENERAL DISQUSSiON GN THE BUDGET. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up general discussion 
of the Budget. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI:" Sir, I rise to ofFer a few 
observations and criticisms on the Budget that has been so eloquently 
explained by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. But I am sorry to say 
that all bis eloquence had only made me more pessimistic ;ibout the 
future of the province. The Budget that has been presented is more 
like the Budget of an ‘accountant than that of a statesman. An 
accountant will soinehou make both ends meet. He will beg, borrow 
or steal to produce a balanced Budget. He does n^t look to the 
scheme or policy to which the Budget is to give exjiression. Ho is 
immersed in the static needs of the , present and does not look to 
. aspect of the situation, tho prospects -ni the future, its 

hopes and a.spirations and its many problems. The statesman looks 
beyond Vhat is to whal ought to be. 1 have no quarrel, vSir, with the 
Finance Minister. The Constitution does not give him much scope 
for showing powers of statesmanship or constructive ability to which 
he has given such signal proofs in spheres where he had a free hand in 
the shaping of things. Here, how^ever, he is the slave of a system and 
only utters his master’s voice, the voice of the Council of Ministers 
who are themselves confined within the limitations, the rigid frame- 
work of, T should sa> , the rigid steel frame of a constitution which 
makes provincial autonomy a mere show. Where is democracy in a 
constitution which reserves to the (iovernor the power make any 
law' that he likes and to obtain any funds that he may need w'ithout 
reference to tlie legislature, if that is his sweet wnll. Such a democracy 
is not a legal democracy, but a democracy of courtesy. Therefore, 
such a constitution the Clmgress is out to wreck and if the. Congress 
appears to work this wretched constitution in certain provinces, it is 
because it has obtained assurances that its programme will hot be 
interf erred with. The Bengal Council of Ministers is now merrily ' 
reaping the harvest where it had not sown, a«d at the same time they 
are missing great opportunities for achieving a radical reconstruction 
of the conditions of the people. The Ministers must be judged not by 
their words, but by their actual deeds. A government must stand by 
the Budget which reveals its true character. The Bengal Govern- 
ment’s Budget show's that it has not undergone any change in its 
outlook as a consequence of the Government of India Act of 1935. 
Its Budget is still the child of the old order which has <iot yet yielded 
place to the new, .the product of the saitie irresponsible system which 
is so irresponsive to the needs of the people. What future. Sir, can 
there be for a country on the basis ,of a 3* per cent, 'literacy and a 
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daily income of 3^ annas per head? What future can there be for 
Bengal when her basic key industries and agriculture on which depend 
nearly Iwo- thirds of her population are still being run on primitive 
and out-of-date lines? It is impossible to build up a province on the 
basis of mass illiteracy and an insolvent peasantry. I am inclined to 
63: claim in tl;e words of the good old poet : 

‘‘III fares the land to hastening ills a prey 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.” 


How does the Budget propose to tackle these problems affecting 
the very rods of national progress? Instead of any bold and com- 
prehensive national planning, it goes in for piecemeal reforms and 
deals lavishly in doles which are someliuies marked even by communal 
flavour. The Government is loo busy at the top to attend to the 
foundations of social and economic structure. They are taken up too 
much with re-shufflings of the Cabinet and additions to thi^ 
charges of administration. There is hardly any precedent for a party 
in power abusing and stablising its own position in the Legislature 
at the cost of public! rc»venue, crediting Minister after Minister as they 
please. The Ministers are mercilessly betrayed by their Budget, their 
own handiwork. The Ministry inay claim to be popular and demo- 
cratic, but that claim cannot be jnslified by what they are doing in 
the Budget which hopelessly slarves the nalion-building departments. 
What can be thought of a Govern ment which has to spend 21 per cent, 
of its Ii(3venue on its Establishment and another 20 [)er cent, on Law 
Order, on Police and Jails? The running of the administrative 
inadtTiier>wHi Bengal thus appropriates over 41 per cent, of the total 
^venues of the province. J think there are many pioneers of 
industrial enterprises. Sir, in this Council who will readily agree that 
there is no future for any business which shows such a large per- 
centage as the cost of inunagc'inent. What- is more surprising in this 
connection. Sir, is the fact that out of this huge establishment cost of 
a top-heavy administration, about a (‘rore of rupees are appropriated 
to maintain the steel frame of British administration within the rigid 
framework of which prc\yincial autonomy is to function as best as it 
may, and here I , think that I should offer my congratulation to the 
Hou’ble Finance Minister for giving to us for the first time the 
actual figure'* of about a crore of rupees that is required to maintain 
this British element in the services or rather those convenanted 
services over which the Legislature has no control. I also should pay 
my tribute of respect for the other figures that he has adduced with 
reference to the possibility pf retrenchment in the services, and I 
think so far as I am ccncerir^d, his argument is irresistible, and I 
thii^k his arguments also will have far-reaching oonsequenoes on tbo 
Hudget of othev' provinces. But^ as I have said, I am quarreling witk 
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the system and not with the particular Budget or»it8 details as haw 
been presented. Therefore Vith this heavy establishment oost, the 
needs of the nation-building departments must, as a matter of course, 
be left to shift for themselves. That explains why Agriculture is 
alloted only one per cent.„of the jprovincial revenue, live-stock and the 
problems relating to livestock, on which the present \^ceroy is so 
very keen, is thought of to deserve only *3 per cent, of the total 
revenue. The important interests of industries are thought worthy of 
only *9 per cent, of the total revenue. 

1'he medical welfare of the* people is thought good enough for 4 ;2 
per cent., while Public Health is dismissed with an allotment of only 
3*4 per cent., and this, Sir, in a province which shows the lowest 
standard of national health and physique. » Of course, ultimately every 
country has to byild on the basis of the standard of its national physique. 
If y(»u study the figures of recruitment for the Army for different 
countries^ you will find that even England is very much alarmed and 
is a fact that only o2 per cent! of the English youths have 
sound enough physique for recruitment to the Army. In the whole 
scheme of the Budget, only Education fares a little better, with an 
allotment of 11*4 per cent. — thanks to tlie overpowering jKU’somility of 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. But may T respecifully remind him 
thal even Education in Bengal is miserably provided for as compared 
W’ith other province^, and that in a province where the public have made 
the greatest sacrifice for education. Of the total expenditure incurred 
by both the (Toveriimeiit and the public together on secondary educa- 
tion alone, (xoveniiment pays only 1(1 ]>er cent, wliile 84 j)er cent, come 
from the resources of private jihilanthropy. In this (•onnectjon, ^ have 
also to draw the attention of the Education Minister to another ]>oin(, — 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTY; But the Educatiop 
Minister is fiot present in, the House. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: But he has worthy 
representatives here, ,who will no doubt take notes of our ])oints. Ihe 
Education Budget provides Ks. 12 lakhs for ike mere inspection of the 
work of the schools, oO lakhs for running (TOvernmen4 schools and only 
13 lakhs for grants-in-aid to as m*any as 1,200 private high schools. 
As President of this year’s All-Bengal Teachers’ Conference, I implore 
the Education Minister to give his best consideration to the crying 
needs of these 1,200 private high schools through which the education 
has spread all over the province. And, therefore, they are entitled to 
a far better consideration than ]5as been shown in his Budget. Now^ 
Sir, while Bombay, the United ProvincM?^ amk Madras spend roughly 
about 1,75,00,000 rupees each on education, and while less than half 
that amount is contributed by the puljic of ^ach of these provinces in 
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payment of fees arid the like, it is the public of Bengal alone that claim 
the distinction of spending more on education than its Government does. 
Sir, it is a compliment to the public spirit of the Bengalees that they 
^o so much for education, but it is hardly flattering to a Government 
that can take advantage of this public spirit ‘and themselves do nothing. 
The fact o^''^the matter is that whereas Bengal spends roughly about 
1 crore and elb lakhs on Secondary education, the public of Bengal put 
themselves to the expense of about 1 crore 60 lakhs in the shape of 
payment of fees and other donations, in a province like Bombay the 
public jiay only one-third of what is- required for their educational 
budget. But the real reason why the Nation-Building Departments are 
so much starved in I^engal is that Bengal has been deprived of her fair 
share of revenue by the (’entre. The previous Government strenuously 
fought on this 'subject by drawing the attention of the Government of 
India to the following three points wliich they themselves described as 
follows: and I am quoting from a Government document — (1) inequit- 
able distribution of revenue d)etween the Centre and the 
(2) Inadequacy of revenues a.ssigned to Bengal, and (d) the crippling 
effect of this inadequate revenue on the progress of the province. These 
are the three points about the financial situatif)n in Bengal for which 
the last Government fought very hard with the Government of India. 
Therefore, it is totally misleading for the Finance Minister to describe 
the financial situation of Bengal in tenns of the revenues raised per head 
of population among the different provinces which, as the Finance 
Minister tohi us, is 6-7 in Bombay, 4 *9 in the Punjab, and 8*4 in Madras 
and the least, as he says, is in Bengal where it is only 2-6. Therefore, 
on the basis Pf this strange assumption he feels justified in raising the 
leveTof p/T^capita revenue raised in Bengal by not only maintaining tfie 
old taxation, but also imi)osing some new taxation. He omits to 
consider a more fundamental factor of the financial situation, namely, 
the revenue wliich each province gets per head of po])ulation 
from the Outre or by virtue of Federal assignments. Why is it that 
Bengal is showing the lowest revenue per head)^ The simple reason Ls 
that Bengal has not been given more revenue per bead. The previous 
Government had already shown that while Bengal with a •population of 
about 47 millions — now ^ncrea.sed to oO millions — thanks to the popula- 
tion increase in rvery decade — to wliich the different communities are 
contributing in different degrees, — the previous Government have shown 
that Bengal with her the then population of 47 millions was given a 
revenue of about 11 crores, while, Bombay — with a population of only 
19 millions, was as.signed a revenue of over 15 crores. On this standard 
-of Bombay, Bengal’s residual revenue to-day should have been over 30 
crores of rupees. You will say where all this additional revenue will 
come from. For this* additional revenue Bengal .need not go about 
begging or borrowing. Bengal gets only one-third of the revenue 
ceoured by BoAbay from ‘the Cep ire and therefore her revenue is hardly 
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adequate to cater for the needs of her vast and exf>anding population. 
And you will have to remember that the gross receipts of Bengal <*xceed 
38 crores and the Central deductions amount to 20 crores; that is why 
Bengal was given short shrift in those days of* financial bargaining 
when Bengal’s cause went, by default. As a consequence, what the 
previous Government complained of is the initial inadequate of Bengal’s 
revenues. While the Bombay Government spends on a Bombay man 
Rs. 8 per annum, the Punjab Rs. 5-8, and Madras Rs. 4, the Bengal 
Government spends only Rs. 2-8 on a Bengalee. While the Bengalee 
gets the least out of Governmwit, the Government gets tlie rioat out of 
him. This is a fact which the Finance Minister ought to have stated 
in the proper context. Ti*as the Finance Minister considered that he 
belongs to a.most heavily taxed people in India, taxation per head being 
Rs. 7-8 in Bengal, as against Rs. 3-8 in the United Provinces and 
Rs. 1-12 in Bihar? These figures and statistics were worked out for 
the benefit of tlie Simon (’ommission J|ftd the ])revioiis Government 
h a ve^ consistently carried on a very manly fight to secure for Bengal 
her just financial dues. The consequences of this inadequate revenue 
are beifig felt over the entire field of administration in Bengal and for 
this we cannot blame the Coxincil of Ministers for their not being able 
to produce a budget for nation-building. The expenditure on the 
Transferred De])artment8 in the previous regime amounted to Rs. 3 
per head in Bombay, Rs. 2-12 in the Punjab and to only about 14 annas 
per head in Bengal. Let me also remind the IToTi’hle Educatio?! 
Minister that while Bombay is 8])ending Rs. 1-2 per head on education 
and Madras 11 annas per head, Bengal can spend only annas 4 per head. 
What would four annas per head do for the educational advancement of 
tlie province? 

As a further consequence of her initial inadequate revenue following 
the infamous Meston Aw'ard, Bengal during a jieriod of 12 years from 
1921 was called upon to make good a total deficit of about Rs. 10 crores 
by taxing her imjioven’shed ])opulation so as to balance her bmiget, 
w^hile other provinces showed ])ro.s])erity Budgets chiefi> at the expense 
of Bengal because Bengal had to lose to the Centre the bulk of her 
revenue' — ab5ut 27 crores out of her gross revenue ()f Rs. 38 crores. 
Bengal has therefore been rendered the poorest»of the i)rovinceM in India 
by the arbitrary and artificial manipulations of* Federal finance. 
Federation is Bengal’s worst foe and must be resisted J»y her to the 
utmost. This is the tale of Bengal’s woes which I present to the august 
Council of Ministers against their Budget which touches only the fringe 
of her desperate problems. To add to this, Bengal has been robbed 
of her due share not merely of revenue but even of territory. She has 
lost to the neighbouring provinces valuable areas where^ the Bengalees 
exiled from their native province find tlfemselves as oppressed 
minorities and wdio will suffer the most from this hopeless financial 
position? It is the communities that* are comparatively depressed and 
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backward. It is oicr Moslem brethren who will suffer most for want of 
adequate revenue to speed up their progress, economic and cultural. 
Ihe Hindus, though they are in a minority there, count already about 
64 per cent, of the total literate population — more than 80 per cent, of 
the total school-going population while, as. regards the independent 
professions, Vomraerce and industry, they make up 87 per cent, in the 
80 per cent, in the medical, and 8r‘l per cent, in banking, insurance 
and exchange business. As it is, tlierefore, it is these backward com- 
munities that stand to suffer most. The Government can hardly find 
funds fo;- mass education, agricultural improvements, industrial 
developments, or any large social schemes. And here also I cannot' but 
pay a compliment to the statesmanlike mahner in which the Finance 
Minister has referred to the problems of primary education. He lias 
told the House, quite a lot to clear away cheap misconceptions and 
tendency towards speculation. He has given us this outstanding fact, 
namely, that to educate 12 lakhs of our school-going population, you 
require an expenditure of 4i,.crores of rujjees i)er annum. Now \ d o 
not see whether there is any future for the province even with reference 
to this primary programme of mass literacy and J cannot nut feel 
tempted to refer in this connection to what one of the big five powers of 
the world, the great Asiatic power of Japan, has been doing and has 
already accom]dished. As you know, Sir, Japan is the only country in 
the world that can boast of a singular achievement of ensuring that 
99*5 per cent, of her school-going population actually attend the schools. 
Now, if we calculate on the basis of the data furnished by the Hon^ble 
Finance Minisler, we find that even out of oO lakhs of school-going 
population for an educational course of three or four .\ears, to educate 
eveir**12 lalciis, ytui re([uiT'e 4^ crores ot rupees. The Finance Minister 
perha])s will sa\ that he does not tind any concrete suggestions from niy 
criticisms. Bui I have already stated that I have no quarrel wuth the 
detailed ap])roj)riations of his Budget, but only with the plans and 
policy, the general scheme of tilings which it seeks to fulfil. No 
country in the world can now-a-days rest content with what it is. The 
leading countries of the world are now giving themselves to a complete 
overhaul of their social and economic <i])paratu8* They 'are straining 
to the utmost their naticual resources and mobilising their entire man 
— power for the jvar])oses of reconstruction and rearmament. The pre- 
sent is an aj^e of bold schemes and not tinkering remedies and timid 
measures of piecemeal reforms. A part of the. scheme of world-wide 
rearmament concerns the universities as the creative centres of nations. 
The studies of A\ estern universities have now been completely revolu- 
tionized so as to equip them for coping wdth the stupendous problems of 
the hour arising out of the universal' menace of war. Recently, after 
the great war a Royal* Com&isison under the late Lord Oxford and 
Asquith reported on this important subject of educational reconstruction 
and rearmament and sug^sted the promotion of certain new studies in 
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England. Among these are mentioned subjects like Ballistics, Aerial 
IMght, Aerial photography, Bombing, Structure oi* the Atmosphere,. 
Sound-Banging, Wireless and methods for detecting subinurines, 
methods of gas warfare, offensive and defensive, ajui the treatment of 
gassed patients, manufacture of poisonous gases, explosives and 
drugs, inoculation and preventive^ medicines and so forth. yVnd you will 
be surprised to learn that both the universities of Oxford and Cambridge 
have been reconditioned and re-equippe<l in order specially to ])roinote 
the study of these very vital subjects bound up with the funda- 
mental needs of the nation. I commend these subjects to the attention 
of the Hou’ble Ministers concerned in view of the menfiice of the 
political situation that con,fr()nts India and Bengal in particular which 
has already come within striking distance of hostile aircraft. 

Is India or Bengal to lag behind in tlifs universal race for national 
reconstruction and rearmaments The foundation of this reconstruc- 
tion and rearmament are to he laid hi educational and economic 
^ghein^\s. The study and teaching of science must be at once reoriented 
to the new needs of the times. It is time that the Presideney College 
should ^ive up its medimval methods and schemes of scientific study 
in favour of the modern schmues whiidi are being vigorously pursued 
with their local, regional or national variation.s at the universities of 
Italy and (Termany, of France and England, and of the United States 
of America and Japan. Centres of education must be re-equipped in 
relation hi the vital needs of the nation in the difficult times ahead. 
Preparation for war is now admitted to be the only means of securing 
peace. India is intimately affected by this rapidly deteriorating world 
situation. With her innate and historical traditions of Aliirnm or 
non-violence and spirituality, she herself may easily be the victim 
of aggressive and ruthless violence such as Japan has been inflicting 
upon the pas.sive and peace-loving China. Bengal’s man-power must 
be completely mobilised on the basi^^ of a prosperous peasantry produc- 
ing not merely their oWn food but also the food of tlie nation. 
The peasant’s prosperity again depends not merely on the cultivation 
of food and commercial crops like paddy, jute, tea or sugarcane, but 
also up'on llis pursuit of supplementary handicrafts and cottage 
industries to keep him profitably employed during the many months 
of the year when he is out of work. The hydrographic resources of 
the province must be controlled and exploited for his benefit in.stead 
of being allowed to rmn to waste and create widespread devastation by 
drought and flood affecting different parts of Bengal. On this very 
vital subject affecting the irrigation of the province, this Council 
unanimously passed resolution but in.stead of any Irrigation Commis- 
sioii, we get in abundance other kinds of conlmissions. The 
peasant must also ‘be saved from his ^jhronlc bankruptcy due to 
abnormal fall of agricultural prices and this can only be done by the 
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State — iriarketiiig of agricultural produce and assuring to the peasant 
a fair price of the fruits of his* labour. The case for fair price in 
agriculture is as good as the case for fair wages in industry. It is on 
these and such other large welfare schemes that the future of Bengal 
depends. BengaCs Budget must be overhauled and revolutionized 
both in plan^nd details on the lines of rearmament and reconstruction 
budgets upon which each of the big five poavers of the world is taxing 
its brains to the utmost. 

Now, apart from these general principles which are replies to the 
general w^vrds of advice and homilies cx)ntained in the speech of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister, I shall now conclude by reference to a few 
details. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. The hon’ble member has already 
spoken for more ihan half an hour. He should try to conclude his 
remarks very soon. 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, you gave me to under- 
stand that I shall have a little more time. I shall take only five minutes 
more. 

Sir, first of all I find that the upshot of the Ilon’ble Finance 
Minister’s Budget scheme is that he is financing certain doles amounting 
to about (SO lakhs by means of both loan and tax. That is what it 
amounts to and as regards loan, he defends it on the ground that the loan 
is meant to finan(*e certain productive activities, specially agricultural 
loans?* BiiLJ do not know how far even such an emergcuuy could not be 
met out of revenue and not out of a loan the period and exac‘t terms of 
which we do not know yet. 

And then there is the question of another taxation being threatened, 
and I do hope he will be induced to withdraw his measure of taxation 
which is somewhat galling to the s(*nse of fair-play and justification. 
^ I should con) pare such a tax with the inglorious poll-tax of which 
we liave read in history. It is a tax ppr head; it is not ’"a graduated 
system of taxation for v^ry obvious reasons, but I do think that both 
« the scheme of this ’new taxation and the need for it are not quite amply 
justified, especially when he says tliat he needs only an extra revenue 
of about 12 laklis of rupees, I know that the Finance Minister is not 
presiding over a standing committee of the State and probably the 
demands of other departments are being forced upon him and he has 
somehow to make a compromise. Nov{; he has told us about these 
measures of reform thift committees have been set up and are working. 
But we know whenever commissions and committees* are set up, they 
are meant only jo shelve the point at issue. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. NALIMI RANJAN SARKI^R: Why do you 

become a party to it? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, we asked first of all for 
an irrigation commission. . We ^sked for bread and the Government 
have given us a stone. A commission has been set up onl/to consider 
the proprietory rights of different classes, whereas an irrigation com- 
mission was meant foi the good of the whole province. And even when 
the committee is to report about primary education and industrial 
development, where is the money to come fiom ? On his own showing 
the case of primary education is hopeless because ih crores of 
rupees 

The Hon’ble .Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: You will see 
where the money comes from. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I do not think, unless you 
fight Federation, there is any possibility of finding additional money 
because the basic fac tor of the financial sitiuition is that out of 38 crores 
of our own receipts, we have simply to lose 2G crores of rupees. Now 
about the doles. 1 find from the Budget, — 1 hope 1 shall not be mis- 
understood into introducing any kind of communal flavour in what I 
am going to .say, — b\it 1 find certain amounts have been ear-marked for 
scholarships and for other specuil educational purposes. There I find 
the magnificent phrase “and others 5 per cent.**, 50 per c‘enl. for ciM’tain 
community, 20 per cjent. for another community and so on; but the 
huge figure of 5 per cent, is meiint for all others. 1 do not know the 
meaning of the expression “all others’*, but J know this that Ihese 
all others have been responsible for thc^ cultural udvan cement of the 
province and I think that I can look to the Education Minister with liis 
accustomed generosity of heart and freedom from any kind of ^sectarian 
oonsidemtions, for a fair and ethical adjustment as between the claims 
of the deserving and the backward communities. The progress of any 
particular community must not penalised on account of the progress 
that they have made. I have now finished, apd I do not find myself 
competent to discuss the appropriations and the details of the Budget. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Because you are 
not an accountant. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Tea, quite so. Well, I think 
that the Government has already taken ^he wjn3 out of our sails by 
withdrawing the Jute Ordinance. I am thankful for these small 
mercies. About thes^ doles, I implore him jo oonsidei; that with his 
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fioancial genius lie would still be able to find funds. These are non- 
.recurring grants. These non-rkjurriug grants you seek to finance by 
somethihg which will mean a recurring burden to the tax-payers and 
you will make really the posterity pay for the temporary advantages 
which will be exploited by the present generation, and so, on principle 
I question — ^— 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINf RANilAN 8ARKER; Still you oppose 
a loan. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI:* Yes, because the present loan 
is for such a small purpose. I can justify a jnuch larger loan if you are 
really embarking upon a large scheme of irrigation affecting the vital 
interests of the whole province 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: What about the 

agricultural debts? CanM they be met out of a loan? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: They must come, out of 
your revenue, because you are not writing off the arrears. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The hon’ble member must now 
conclude. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: All right. Sir, I bow to 
your ruling. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: ^Mr. 
President, Sir, my friend Dr. Mookerjee has criticised the Budget from 
an idealistic point of view, but 1 juopose to criticise it from a practical 
point of view. At llie very outset, the statement which accompanies 
the Budget, as well as the speech of the Hon'ble Finance Minister 
in this Housi*, show a vejy great solicitude on his part for mass 
ameliorative measures and we are fully at one with him in this respect. 
But, Sir, although in his statement he has spoken of mass, ameliorative 
measures, a start to which has been given and which if pursued will 
give the masses greater and greater relief, I am surprised to find that 
there is no indicalion of any actual schemes which are likely to bring 
more comfort' to the masses of Bengal. On a closer scrutiny of the 
Budget figures also, T could not find that there w^as any mass ameliora- 
tive measure of any importance which was going to be financed in the 
year before us, according to the Budget as proposed. The Budget 
seems to follow the same dole-distribxiting policy^ as was followed last 
year, but it does not reveal quy definite scheme of mass ameliorative 
measure. Furthermore, in spite of his solicitude for the masses, we do 
not come acrose any comprehensive scheme. On a careful scrutiny, I 
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find that in the departments which vitally affect’ the masses, the 
budgetary provisions have be^n very niggardly. For example,, in the 
matter of primary education I find that the total expenditure under 
the head “Education” is more than that of the last year by near about 
12 lakhs of rupees, but the, primary education bramdi has been given 
only an increase of about Rs, 50 thousand. Sir, are we id follow the 
same top-heacy policy in the matter of financing education? Mass 
education is the crying need of the country and to treat primary 
education in such a step-fatherly fashion is certainly not what was 
expected of the Finance Minister. Of (‘ourse, we know that our 
finances are limited and that is why the Finance Minister has said that 
free primary education (^anhot lie introduced on a province-wide scale 
unless help comes from the (Vlitral Government. But within our 
means we could at least show that w’e have real sympathy for the 
masses and for mass education by alloting at least a substantial amount 
for primary education out of the increajied allotment for education. 

• ‘Tlicji comes agriculture. Agriculture is the primary need of the 
province ,ou which 80 per cent, of Bengal’s population depends. We 
know that the total agricultural population of the province is 35 millions, 
whereas the cultivated area of land is only 25 million acres. 25 million 
acres can at best support only 25 million men and not more, so we have 
got to provide for 10 million more men. This wc can expect to do 
either by increasing the yield or by reclaiming the uncultivated areas 
of which the proportion is still as much as 20 per cent., in spite of the 
pressure of the population on land. In spite of the crying need of the 
agricTilturists, one-t'hird of them do not get sufficient food to eat and 
scanty consideration has been showm to the Agriculture Department 
while alloting sums for the improvement of agriculture. 1 find that 
only Rs. 40 thousand above the figure of last year’s expenditure is 
proposed to be given as an additional amount to the Agriculture 
Department, which, however, is absolutely insufficient. Could^not the 
Government at least curtail their expenditure under the head “Police” 
for which an additional amount of Rs, 7 lakhs has been provided? 
Although we flnd that there is no communal trouble here as in tlic other 
provinces, our police expenditure i.s going up apd why should it go up 
higher and higher when we have to meet very urgen.t needs in other 
department? This sum of Rs. 7 lakhs could at least be spent on 
agriculture for improving the yield of crops and for reclamation of the 
uncultivated areas and also for improvement of the crops themselves. 
According to the figures that are available to us, we find that improved 
departmental seeds have been introduced in only 5 per (jent. of the 
areas of Bengal. If even during the 20 years that, this department has 
functioned as a separate department, it oeuld not introduce im])roved 
departmental seeds in more than 5 per cent, of the areas, how' long will 
it take. Sir, for this department to bring the whole afea of Bengal 
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under departmental seeds? An ordinary arithmetical calculation will 
easily give this information. *At least this 7 lakhs could be utilised 
for doing these things towards the improvement of agriculture. All the 
major provinces of India spend near about 25 lakhs on agriculture, but 
it is Bengal alone which spends only 13 or 14 lakhs on agriculture. I 
know, Sir, 4hat Bengal has got its disadvantages, because its annual 
receipt of revenues is much less than that of other provinces. But, Sir, 
still the amount allotted to the Police Department could be diverted for 
the improvement of agriculture, v' 

Then comes the Industries Department. Cottage industry as well 
as middle-sized and big industries should provide employment to the 
one cTore of surplus agricultural population whom the land cannot 
support. Now, we are beiqg told that an Industrial Survey Committee 
has been form'ed, but this Committee should have been formed 18 
months ago. so that by this time w'e could get their reports and start 
working according to their recommendations. We do not know what 
stood in the wuiy of at least forming the Committee 18 Tiin plha ny n 
But whatever that might be, at least some money sliould have been 
found for giving a stimulus to the development of collage industries 
which is one of the crying needs of the province and on which there 
will not be very much difterenee of opinion among the members of the 
Industrial Committee wdiich is now carrying on its investigations. At 
least for giving a supplementary sour(‘e of income to ihe agriculturists 
who for nearly 3 or 4 inonths of the year have no employment, 
Government could easily arrange to supply to every agriculturist semi- 
automatic machines which can give an out-turn worjh Re. 1-8 a day, on 
hire-purchase system. If such an attempt had at least been made, it 
could be said that Government w^as earnest and eager to do something 
to lielj) the agriculturists. But I find that nothing of the sort has been 
done, only an additional sum of Rs. 57 thousand has been given this 
year to the Industries Department and we find that the original amount 
allotted 'last year to this department has been reduced by near about 2 
lakhfi at the time of the revised Budget. I do not understand what 
wa^ ihe reason for this. In spite of the demands ami in spite of our 
needs tor industrialisation and for moVe and more development of our 
industries, we find that the money allotted was not even spent. The 
fact that u sum ‘of Rs. 2 lakhs could not be spent by th^ Industries 
Department for w'ant of proper schemes is strange indeed and hardly 
needs any commentary! 

Then comes the problem of agricultural credit. The Finance 
Minister has made certain suggestions about agricultural credit, but 
pending the materia Ijisation of those Jfuggestions we expect that at least 
a handsome amount of money should be allotted as agricultural loans 
for the purpose of meeting the urgent agricultural needs of tke 
peasantry evcSi in ordinary years. We notice that 16 lakhs has been 
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allotted for that purpose, but that is not enough.* We expect that 
agriculture should be financVd by (lovernnieiit when there has been a 
shrinkage in agricultural credit owing to the operatiim of the debt 
settlement boards and other causes, so that with thi’ holp of a loan from 
Government the agriculturists would purchase seeds and cattle to 
replace the disabled or dead cattle. So, T say that some ifionev should 
have been ear-marked for this purpose and some money should have 
been placed at the disposal of the (\dleetor of every district. I make 
the suggestion tentatively till the materialisation of bigger schemes 
about agricultural banking. , 


Now comes a matter w^th which the mass is intimatelN connected, 
namely, rural re-construction. ^ 1 find that only a sum of Its. 14 
thousand has been allotted for village reconstruction problem. 1 do 
not understand how this amount will be spent. But I think that it 
is absolutely inadequate for any big scheme of village re-(‘onstru(;tion 
throughout the province. Of course, T find that there is n provision 
Uiidci the liead “Village re-const rmdion*^' for sanitary improvement 
to the yxtent of only about 50 thousand and for water-supply to the 
extent of 2 lakhs SI thousand. Rut, Sir, for village re-const rut;tion 
schemes, if we are to take to it earnestly and not to play with the 
problem, we must provide sutficient funds. If we did something to 
provide at least one man for every union for co-ordinatiug the work of 
all the departments, something could be done towards village re- 
construction. But at present everything is left to honorary work «uid 
it is only in places where there are some active men that we could 
get some real good work done, while in other places nothing could 
be done at all. If we want a rural re-eonstruction (^amj)aign to be 
successful, we must have a host of officers who must be responsible to 
some body, so tliat something is actually acliieved as a result of 
their labours. If sucli a scheme were introduced, (jovernment should 
be ready to come forward w^itli sufficient amount of money and 
by doing so the Government in the long run will be saved from incur- 
ring bigger expenditure. Sir, most of the departments whijch 

cater to tin; requirements of the cultivators cannot make their 
beneficent activities perceptible to the remotest corner of the rural 
areas, because they have not got a .staff. The leafiet.s^ the very valuable 

leaflets issued from time to time . by the Sanitation Department, 

Public Health Department, and the Agricultural Deparrtmmt, do not 
serve any useful purpose. There is nobody to explain their implifta- 
tions to the agriculturists • in the remotest interior. There is 

nobody to translate them into action. Sir, if only one person, a capable 
person, were employed in every* union to look after the w^nrkiiigs ol 
all the departments — agriculture, public health, adult educaiion, 
cottage industries and all other kindred matters — be could look after 
all these things, and if he were given an inceutive of promotion in case 
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of turning out really good work, we can, I think, achieve a lot even 
within* a very limited time and with a limiled expenditure. 

Sir, I find that provision for water-supply has been made under 
three heads. A sum of 2J lakhs has been allotted as ordinary grants 
under water-i^upply, 5 lakhs as additional ^rant, 2,81,000 has been 
shown as grants for water-supply under the village re-construction 
scheme. Sir, instead of sutdi haphazard and spasmodic schemes, we 
should like to have one eomprehensive and correlated scheme for 
water-sup])ly, and we should have a survey of the entire province as 
to where tlie sourc^es of water are found, ' what amount should be spent 
and then we should put all the money in one^fund and spend from that 
gradually in i)ursuance of that scheme. But, Sir, up till now no such 
scheme has been prepared. #-We do not know if there has not been 
duplication in places where there is no need for water.-supply. There 
is no co-ordination and although I know that an attempt is being made, 
yet no cut-and-dried scheme has yet been prepared, nor is there any 
earnest attempt for preparation of it. If the Government —willy 
wanted and were in earnest, they could get such a cut-and-dried , scheme 
within six months. 

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister rightly complaints of his limited 
resources. We know his resources are limited, but we could I think, 
get money by retrenchment, by economy and also by taxation. 
Of (u)urse, he has resorted to taxation this time, but he has made only 
a very feeble attempt towards raising some money by taxation. I 
think he should have taken courage in both hands and should 
have come with a bigger scheme of taxation on luxury and indirect 
taxation which would not have touclied the poorer section of the 
population, but at the same time the proceedvS of the taxation 
would have come to near about a crore of rupees, if not more. With 
regard to economy and retrenebment, Sir, I have to say that very 
little attention is being paid towards economy. As a matter of 
economy and for saving the public from the payment of settlement 
costs, 1 think it was at the instance of the members of the Legislature 
that wsettlement proceedings, district, settlement and revisional 
settlement proceedings, -rerc stopped. But still, Sir, we find that the 
reduction in expenditure has been very little. Only a lakh has 
been saved; although these settlement operations if they had gone on 
now would have cost the Government at least 8 lakhs, if not more. 
Sir, we do not understand why in sjnte of district settlement opera- 
tions being suspended, there should be a wholetime Director of 
Land Records and the whole paraphernalia of his oflice and of the 
office of the Director of Surveys should still continue. Why should 
the Revisional Land Revenue* Settlement Officer’s post still continue, 
although all sorts of enhancements have been stopped? We know, 
Sir. the reply will probably be that in the riparian areas, records 
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have to be revised from time to time as on aeeoiyit of diluvion and 
alluvion, changes do occur. 1 agree that even in the case of estates 
of which settlement has been made only two years ag< , if it is found 
there has been a great alluvion, the (\dlector aV' ays does it on his 
own motion. He does it and gets it certified and gets it assessed. This 
can be done in case of riparian areas without employiiig the whole 
staff of land revenue settlement. Sir, if you do not pay aiientioii to 
economy, you cannot expect to make any saving. 

I do not also understand what is the meaning of this thstinacy on 
the part of the Government {(^reduce the pay of officers. If the people 
of the province want it, why should it not be done? It is said 
that efficiency will suffer iind men of the right stamp will not jirobably 
come forward if sufficient pfty is not given. But 1 do not agree. 
Sir, so far as the provincial .service is concerned. Side by sid(‘ with 
the Senior Br()\dncial Service, we have got in the Tiinior Provincial 
Service men of the same type and of jlie same calibre and experience 
has shown that the\ have proved their# ability. Some men of the 
Junior Provincial Service have gone to the tojnnost rung of the ladder. 
Some fiav(‘ gone up even to (hnnniissionership, and what was the 
prospect wh(‘n the\ entered stowice? They enter(‘d, most of them, 

• on Rs. 30 or Us. oO during tludi ]>nd)atioiiar\ piuiod, and the maximum 
which they could expect to reach was only at that time Rs. 200 
or Rs. 300 as Deputy (h)lli‘ctors, and only o per cent, had the (‘hance 
of rising up. But in sjiite of that if men of that calihre <‘()uld ^uiter 
the cadre of Junior Provincial Service and could get along, I do not 
understand why we should not be able to get men of the real type even 
after reducing the pay which is now prevailing in tlie serviet*. Sir, 

I do not like to detain the House any more. 1 sliall make only one 
remark more. 1 nia(h‘ certain practical suggestions which will not 
require the miracle of Alladdin’s lamp as my e.steeme(l friend the 
Finance Miiiist(*r has said, nor will it require a niagjcian’s wand to 
translate theun into action. But all that is rc(juirc.d is a (hdermined 
effort, courage and iinaginati(Ui \'or translating them into action. ^ With 

these words. Sir, I resume my seat, . 

• 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur* Mr. IVsident. Sir. la^i 
year 1 congratulated the llon’hle .Finance Minister for presenting 
a budget which to iny mind was much better than that of^llie precjeding 
year. But I am sorry 1 cannot take the same view this ,\ear. I’he 
Hon’ble Minister in his speech delivered the other day said that tliere 
was a gap I)etw’een receipt and expenditure on revenue account 
amounting to 87 lakhs whicli a^;cording to him could Jiave been met 
from the reserve held in securities, and he ha.s, proposed to raise a loan 
of 1 crore in the coming year. He lias further pnqm.sed to introduce 
two new taxation measures, one to impose a .lax on dog*-racing and the 
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other to impose ail ungraduated tax of Es. 30 a >ear on professions, 
traded, callings or employment, exempting only those who do not pay 
income-tax, and he has other proprisals up his sleeves which he may 
introduce during the next session. Iji su])port of his proposal for fresh 
taxation, he has said in his speech that according to the budget figures 
for 1038-39, the revenue raised per head of the population is Es. 2-6 
in Bengal, but he does not say what the income is. I api of opinion 
that this proposal for fresh taxation will not be appreciated in the 
province and tlie Budget cannot claim to be a people’s budget. If 
racing is to ])e taxed at alK 1 do not * think that dog-racing will 
contribute mucli to the exchequer, and 1 would suggest that horse- 
racing be also taxed. I have not the least hesitation in saying that 
the proposed ungraduated tax is particularly obnoxious. This addi- 
tional tax will be a real hardship on the middle clas!;^ people. As to 
professions, the legal and the medical are at the lowest depth and the 
tratle is very much under depression. As to calling, I do jiot under- 
stand wliat is exactly meant.' If the reference is to those whf> are in 
service, it is well known that the majorit> f>f them are living under 
ditficub ies. Begarding the ])roposed introduction of ungraduated tax, 

J want to sa\ this that inasmuch as the members of the trade, 
professions and callings under the various local authorities, c.//., muni- 
cipalities, so far as they are concerned, this new tax will be an additional 
burden. I suggest that since those who are in employment, c./;., 
whether under the (iovernment or otherwise pay no professional' tax, 
and since inronie-ta\ is paid by all liavirig assessable incomes wbetber 
in professions, irade or calling.s or omi)l()ymeiii, and since it is well 
km>wn that the public ofhcers in this country get huge salaries and the 
temporary cut in tlieir salaries has been removed, it is fair and i)n)per 
that the tax should be on a graduated scale. This will lead to no 
hardship and will bring additional money to the exchequer. I have 
another sugg*»s^ion to make. Sir. Under the Jljoverniuent of India Act, 
1035, yoif cannot touch the salary of the officers of the various lui})erial 
Services.' Some of tl»em are drawing rupees two, three or five hundred 
every mouth as alh»wances under various heads, besides tjieir pay. A 
look at the Bengal Uivil liist will show that someOf them are drawing 
even Es. 1,000 in allowance.s every month. I say the (xoveFiiment can 
very well sto]> these extra allowances, viz., house allowance, com- 
pensatory allowance, motor allowance, etc., and thereby effect a saving 
of several lakhs of rupees every year and the money thereby saved may 
be available for the nation-building de])artments. A Government which 
claims to be i)opular should have no hesitation in doing away wdth 
those allowaiK’es. Even if this be no^ possible, there is no reason why 
such allowances should jiot be taxed. The question is — in view of the 
fact that there is no scheme for the nation-building departments, should 
there he fresh ^taxation fv*r meeting ordinary expenditure? There are 
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several items uf expenditure and grants which shtvuld not have been 
sanctioned, and a large ameunt of money could thus l)e saved and’ 
imposition of laxes would have been unnecessary. 


In this connection, I wish to point out that it is dilticult to under- 
stand why under the heading ‘‘General Administration/’ ijgovisioii has 
been made for jiiirchasiiig tlie Hastings House at Midnapore for the 
Collector’s residence at a cost of Ks. 48, ()()(). The Collectors of 
Midnapore have all along lived in rented houses and the Hastings House 
is now being occupied by tlie Collectors for some years past. If 
Collectors could live in rented liouses for over ITo years, one becomes 
curious to know- the reasons which have induced the present (lovern- 
ment. said to be a popular (Tovernment, to s|)end .such a huge sum at a 
time when the (TOvernment feels the necessity for imposing fresh 
taxation. 1 submit. Sir, that this amount can very well be utili.sed for 
some useful puqiose instead of being locked up on an unnecessarx and 
unj)rodu<‘tive item. Moreover, in these llays of motor cars and bicycles, 
why should an elephant be purchased bn* the Subdivisional OHicer of 
Cox’s liazar at an enormous cost. One expected that some ex]>lanation 
would be forthcoming in the Explanatory Memoramium about this; but 
nothing is found. Furthermore, it is well known that there is a 
separate Publicit.x l)e])artment for which a huge amount was available, 
and the Bengal Weekly is regularly published for enlightening the 
people about the doings of the (lovernment. I am, therefore, anxious 
to know what sj)ecial rea.son there is for gninting Its. 80, 000 to a 
newspaper not owned by (jovernment. Under the sub-hejiding “Debt 
Conciliation”, ((irant No. Id), there is a proposal for a])pointing a 
fourth D(»puty Director of Debt Conciliation with necessarx staff. In 
a year xvhen necessity is felt for imposing fresh taxation, is it not 
proper ami desirable to avoid making nexv appointments ^ Tliere can 
be no urgency and even if tliere be, I do not see wliy the work cannot 
be done by the exisling wtaff at least till better days!^ 

Coming to “Administration of Ju.sfi(‘e,” 1 think there is.scojm for 
reduction of expenditure in some of the items. By w’ay of illustration, 
I may draw^ attention to “Civil and Sessions Courts — ^Contract Contin- 
gencies,” and 1 suggest the folloxving: — 

(u) the Conference of Judiciab Officers may be aban(Jone<l and the 
Judicial Officers’ opinion in writing may be asked for, for 
the purpose, w'herever necessary; 

(h) periodical transfer of ministerial officers may be stopped and 
.savings on account of travelling ex])enseH may be made on 
that bead by interchange of T^osts •amongst the ministerial 
officers in the same station under Rule 1008 of the Civil 
Rule.s and Orders; 
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(c) quarterly despatch of decided records of the mufassil courts 

to the District Record Room,, as was done before, may be 
resorted to instead of monthly despatch as now, and this 
will result in considerable savings ; 

(d) remittances from choukis to the ,Sadar Treasury may be 

leduced to twice a month instead of four times a month as 
now. 

I am sure there will be considerable saving, if my suggestions be 
given effect to. 

Under the head “Police,” now that theretwe no anarchical activities, 
it is difficult to understand why provision is made for entertaining 1 
permanent and 2 temporary Deputy Superintendents of Police and 
raising the number of recruitment of probationary Sub-Inspectors from 
66 to 100. 

Regarding Education, 1 apjjealed to the Finance Minister last year 
to increase the grant to the' Sanskrit toLs. I find this year that the 
grant to the Sanskrit tols is very low and can bear no comparison to 
the grant made to (»ther denominational institutions. In this connec- 
tion 1 wish to repeat what 1 said last year about the Midnapore College. 
Originally this was a Government college, and although for some years 
the college was under municipal management, the college was taken 
back by Government from the municipality and was placed under a 
governing body with the District Magistrate as ('haimian. As this 
body lias no money of its own, representations were made by the 
governing body for placing the college under Government, and it was 
believed that Government would take it over. I am, therefore, anxious 
to know if any provision has been made in flie Budget for tnking over 
the Midnapore College, 

Regarding CVi-operative, I find that Rs. 27,960 has been allotted 
for a scheme for .organisation and development of rural reconstruction 
societies on co-operative lines. 1 shall be glad if the Hon’ble Minister 
will kindly tell us how the amount is intended to be spent. 

I cannot conclude without a reference to middle-class unemploy- 
ment. No doubt the Hon'ble Minister has shown his anxiety for and 
sympathy with the unemployed, but I am sorry to say that no concrete 
proposal has 'been brought forward, although the situation is extremely 
serious. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Sarker’s 
estimates of receipts on jute and non-jtidicLal stamps will not materialise 
owing to the distant ruipblings of the thunder of war which are nearing 
day by day. The Ministry’s policy of killing the goose that lays the 
srolden eggs bfr substituting a new set of proprietors in place of the 
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old, even at the sacrifice of Jhe tillers oi the soil, the Ministry's j)olicy 
of financial anarchy brought about by the operation of the Agricultural 
Debtors’ Act must for ever remain responsible foa? the gradual falling 
off of revenue under the heads ‘‘Land Revenue” and “Court Fees.” 
Hence, it is that the estiihate of the total revenue receipt^ for 1939-40 
at 13 crores and 78 lakhs errs, in my opinion, on the side of unreasonable 
optimism worthy of a company promoter or an extravagant financier. 
Sir, the figures make a gruesome reading. I am sorry, I am unable to 
congratulate the Finance Minister in the way he has handled the 
finances of Bengali. He carnet by a pretty good surplus of 1 crore 17 
lakhs 72 thousands and the opening balance of 1 crore 5 lakhs 77 
thousands in 1937-38. All these have disappeared, leaving a deficit of 
87 lakhs on revenue account with an opening bahince of lls. 78 lakhs 
for 1939-40. We remember that the (jovernment of India did all it 
could to give him a clean slate by writing off 8 crores of Bengal’s debt 
to the Centre and by giving a g<x)d opening balance together with 2^ 
crores of jute tax and a portion of income*-tax. By 1938, a large burden 
on the revenues of ihe province was removed by (laol Delivery. The 
Excise *l)epartment in the absence of any prohibition programme, was 
yielding a good revenue. Yet, in spite of all these, the foremst for 
1939-40 has been a grea/t disappointment for the people of Bengal. In 
regard to ‘‘General Administration”, on the side of expenditure the 
Budget is heavier by 35 A lakhs over that of 193o-3G. The expenditure 
under the head “Police”, has gone up in spite of the fact that Bengal 
is perfectly peaceful owing to the (kingress creed of non-violence having 
reached even the remotest cxirner of the province. It has gone up by 
3J lakhs over Ihe Budget of 1935-30 and by about fi lakhs over the 
Budget for 1939-37. in regard to “Administration of Justice,” we 
find a rise in expenditure to the tune of 5 lakhs in 1939-40 over the 
actual estimates in the Budget for 1930-37. We recognise that com- 
pared with the Budget for 1930-37, the “General Educ^iiin” Budget of 
1939-40 provide for an excess expenditure of Rs. 38. lakhs, hut of this 
increase a sum of Rs. 7 lakhs only goes to primary education, the total 
sum proposed to be spent on primary education during 1939-40 being 
only Rs. 264 lakhs. A contribution of Rs. 14,000 for night and 
continuation sch<K)ls for adults is scandalous,* when w^e find generosity 
extended to quarters where nobody would have been the worse for want 
of it. TKe St. Xavier’s College only recently treated the students very 
badly, but it has been rewarded by a princely gift by the Finance 
Minister amounting to Rs. 1,50,000 wdiich could well go for adult 
education. Sir, I am not one of those who will oppose the imjwsition 
of fresh taxes, provided they are neces.sary and equitable, and provide<l 
they are preceded bj^ all pos.sil5le retrenchment in the exist of the 
administration of the province. Judged* by both these standaids, it 
must be said that there is no justification for the new taxes. Raise up 
the receipts of the province by all equitable tneans, buf please give us^ 
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a plan first for which you require the money. In the Congress province 
of Orissa, they are going to raise a loan for launching an electrification 
project at a cost of aiwut 21 cmres. What project have you in hand 
that you must have 

The Hoil'ble Mr. NALINl RAN JAN BARKER: Sir, it I may 
oorrect the hon’ble member, it is not Orissa but Bihar that is raising, 
a loan for this purpose. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I stand corrected, Sir. But I say, 
vrhat project have you in hand that you musi have 12 lakhs of fresh 
revenue by fresh taxation? * 

Then there was the insistent cry during the last two years for 
retrenchment and more retrenchment. What have you done in those 
directions to deserve our approval of this fresh taxation? No Finance 
Minister could sit with equaniruity with the knowledge that 45 per cent, 
of the revenue of the piovinoe is being swallowed up by the Services. 
Sir, the present Ministry has not the boldness to suggest a reduction of 
the cadre and pay of the Indian Civil Service and Indian ‘‘Medical 
Service and also the Police Service and secure for Bengal an Order in 
Oouncil in her favour presenting a reasoned statement of her finances 
and recjuirenients. 1 know, Sir, the Hoirble Mr. vSarker will say that 
it is a matter for all other piovinces to join with him to do so. But 
did Assam wait when it urged the abolition of the posts of Commis- 
sioner of the two divisions? Has Assam failed in her attempt? Did 
not Assiim succeed in abolishing these posts? Is it not a fact that so 
far back as lh'34, the Swan C^)mmittee had re]K)rted in favour of the 
-abolition of the two pos-ts of the Commissioner of Divisions in Bengal? 
What has the Bengal Ministry done so far to bring about this reduc- 
tion? This, Sir, I s;iy by way only of illustration. Sir, a steady cut 
of 5 per. cent, in all salaries between Its. 100 and Es. 200 per month 
And a gr^<led leduction of 10 to 20 per cent*, in salaries not protected 
by the Statute of over Es. 200 will bring about a saving of not leas 
than 20 lakhs of rupees. Savings can also be made by a reduction of 
all supeidluous posts and by reducing the number of Minis«ters and their 
own salaries, thus setting a good example for others to follow. The 
eupply of really /-apiible and honest persons in Bengal fOr different 
grades of services is so plantiful, that there is not the least jS^ronnd for 
the appreheiRsion of the Finance Minister that, the efficiency and the 
integrity of the services will suffer by the reduction of pay. 

Then, when we find lakhs of money have been earmarked for 
patronising communal institutions to the detriment of the general 
education in which all participate, ttiereby making brilliant students 
fiuffer for the crime of not belonging to a particular community or caste, 
and when we find that grant to primary education is made to suffer by 
an injudicious* distrihuti<Ai of ii\oney to institutions whose needs were 
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as liotting compared to tlie demands oi primary education, w\ien we 
find that there is budget increase oi 18 lakhs under 11 WorksJ’ for ' 
building projects which should have been stopped for the year till better 
days, and when we find ineffecdive increases in expt uditure for ^‘Public 
Health,” “Irrigation” and^ ‘‘Agriculture,” and when, on the top of all 
this, we find that the Government which has been aptly described by 
Mr. Fazliil Huq as the Moslem Government, lias hit upon the idea of 
raising the “Azad” to the status of the Twelfth Minister wdlhout any 
portfolio at a subvention of Ks. 30,000 a year, w’e hang down our heads 
in shame that our Finance Minister yet finds reasons for fresh taxation 
and sits tight on the Treasury ilenchy Sir, the incidence of unemploy- 
ment is disastrously acute aimoug the middle-classes and the educated 
sections of our people including a large section in the legal profession 
which is hard hit by the operations of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ 
Act and the ame^ided Bengal Tenancy Act. 

While the peasants and lalKUirers can earn at least their daily 
morsel, these unemployed members of the edm-ated middle-classes, who 
have been the torcli -hearers of freedom and hrougiit light and culture 
to the jwovince, are in desperate straits with every d<H)r luirred against 
them and with blank starvation .staring them and tlieir dependents in 
the face. In all civiliseil countries, unemployment is a serious problem, 
80 much .so that a Ministry stands or falls with its solution or want of 
.solution. There, arrangements are made for uiiemployrneut doles pend- 
ing the finding of employment for them. Here, no genuine effort has 
been made by the Government to jwive these people or to give them 
employment wliich is the duty of the Government to do. I agree that 
an adequate solution of the problem would <lepend on the creation of 
extensive nuudiinery for absorbing more people on a large scale in big or 
middle-sized or small and cottage industry, in commerce am! trade, in 
tnfin sport at ion both hirg*e and small. For this, I hold that it is the 
bounden duty of the Government to nationalise some of the k jjv-iud us- 
tries of tlie jirovince, such, as (Vial and Salt or evci. to uKuIel mills 

sucli as (‘ottoii and jute mills, to absorb the unemployed and to give 
them impetus to private enterprise. 1 am sorry to observe' that the 
present Minif^try has not even cared to keep a census of the unemployed 
and ii questiojied, the Ministry would not be^ able to’ say what their 
number is and wliat their requirements are, for absorption in the 
different kinds of employment. 

Sir, we want less, crocodile tears but more syni^patlietic and 
genuine action on the part of the Government to save these valuable 
lives. The old bureaucratic method of giving some of thcuu susten- 
ance was to put them to detention or imprisonment. That method 
must give way to business employment. After two yeara of cogitation, 
the Ministry is setting up a committee •for the industrial survey of 
the :province — a step which looks very much like a postponement of 
the urgent necessity of the immediate solufion of thb problem of 
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unemployment, gir, it is no use flogging a dead horse. The Jute 
Ordinance has been withdrawn. The (•all for jute bags was antici- 
pated in view of Great Britain’s preparedness for defence as well as 
for attack in the next war. The Ministry’s grateful love for the 
European merchants was demonstrated by the protection it gave against 
over-produ%tion and by helping them t-o continue enjoying fabulous 
dividends in hesaian production and tlieir sales. But of the Ministry’s 
love for the “man behind the plough” is genuine, will they come 
forward with an Ordinance for immediate restriction of the area fbr 
the growth of jute and for fixing a miijimum price for the same? The 
attenuatiijji of stocks, both in and outside India, is good news. 
If by sowing two kania of land, 1* get the fu’ice of jute 
for 4 knvis of land, the Finance Minister will be wrong 
in tempting , the man behind the plough to sow an extra 
area for producing hundred lakhs of bales of jute instead 
of 75 lakhs whicdi should l>e the maximum. These 75 lakhs of bales 
of jute in lesser areas of laml^ I am .sure, will bring in prices for 150 
lakhs of bales of jute, thereby releasing larger areas of land fou 
production of paddy for the maintenance of the man l)ehind the 
plough. But when the man behind the ])lough agitates for reduction 
of the incideii(‘e of rent ]»er acre as in the Darnodar (h»nal area in the 
district of Burdwaii, and when he agitates for lesser rent, and wlien 
I see that he is met by the posting of over ofK) j)olice in different 
centres in the canal area and by drafting of British soldiers there, 
and by application of repressive law such as the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act of 11K12, and by a])plication of s(‘ctinn 144, (Viminal 
Piw.edure (Vale, I am tortured by doubt about the Ministry’s love 
for the man behind the plough. They seem merely so many pawns on 
the chess-board of the Ministry to play with just as it would suit their 
own interests. So, when I find that in the name of giving relief to 
the (»u?tivators of Bengal, rural credit has been comjdetely destroyed 
by the present Ministry^ by^ tlie applit ation of the Bengal Agri(*ultural 
Debtor’s A(*t witliout setting uj) necessary organisations which would 
catei* to' the ordinary credit re(|uirenients of the cultivators and the 
rural population in general, 1 lose all faith in its love* for the man 
behind the plough, spu'dally in view of the further fact that it has 
set up a new set of proprietors in place of the old at the Cost of the 
interests of the tillers of the soil. 

t 

Sir, I remember that the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq in one of hia 
speeches declared that the Ministry would resign if it would fail to 
introdu(*e free and universal primaiy education in Bengal. It has 
failed to do •jo, although it has beeh in office for two years. ]Nor is 
there any hope that it. will *ever siuM'eed in doing so, a.s the Finance 
Minister himself has pointed out by facts and figures set out in 
Appendix III of his pBinted speech. And yet we all know that 



BUDGET DISCUSvSION. 


275 


primary education is the most urgent requii’ement' of the province. 
No scheme, social or economic or t^nitary, can ever hope to succeed 
unless illiteracy is banished from Bengal. Japan and all other pro- 
gressive nations are what they are l>eeause of the removal of illiteracy 
of their masses. And yet it is also a fact that the people of Bengal 
can hardly afford to bear ihe burden of an Education ties which is 
proposed to b(' realised by the Government in order to inirodui'e free 
and compulsory primary education on a province-wide scale. I’he 
Government of India has particular responsibility in ihis regard. 
Since 1910 it has taken away from Bengal not less than sixty ciores 
of rupees in the shape of Jute duty. I ask, was any attempt made 
by the present Ministry to‘pursuade the (entre to finance the scheme 
of primary education in Bengal* even if it be by recoiirse to the taxa- 
tion powers of the (Vntral (lovernmentP Did the Hon^ble Mr. Fazlul 
Huq, as he promised, go to Delhi for the purpose? Sir, we are anxious 
to know the results of that Delhi negotiation. 

Sir, a four-year course of studies for children between the ages 6 
and 9 will enable (he masses in Bengal to attain literacy. If 
the available man-power is harnessed, if the matriculates are cons- 
cripted for this noble work for a year by turns, primary education can 
be made both free and universal at lesser cost. A move in that 
direction cannot be unwelcome, but care must always be taken that 
no communal education is imparted to the pupils. In that case 
instead of good, much harm will result. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. Biesident, Sir, 
the Hon'ble Finance Minister has lU’esented his third budget with 
exposition of the same in a lucid and lengthy speech concluding with 
an appeal for co-operation from all sections of the House. Sir, 
though I belong to that section of the House which is ready to exte nd 
hands of co-operation if and when it is possible and ^^hlfTT ^neve?*' 
indulges in offering opposition to the (roverniiienl for opposition) ’s sake 
only, T feel inclimsl to ask it tlm Hon’hle Minister ai-tually lucans 
what he says. Sir, in resj)onse to similar gesture on the part of the 
Hon’ble Minister in the course of his budget speech last year, our 
venerable colleague, Khan Bahadur M. AIkIuI Karim, suggested 
formation ^)f a standing committee consisting of representatives from 
all sections of the legislators, where questions involving financial 
implications might be 'discuissed threadbare, and the members of the 
committee might get an opportunity to put forward their views previous 
to the preparation of the budget. The Hon’ble Minister in the course 
of his reply signified his assent t.^ the proposal of the Khan Bahadur 
axid assured the House of formation of a finance standing committee as 
sUjggested by the Khan Bahadur. Since then a full year has rolled 
away,. and the committee still remains to be cgnstituted. » Now, will it 
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be relevant to encjjiire if this is the way to ask for our co-operation. I 
' pause for a reply. Now, I turn to the Budget itself. The chief features 
of the Budget under consideration are: — 

(1) a heavy deficit of lis. 87 lakhs; 

(2) un^j^elcome proposal for fresh taxa'tion measures; 

(3) unfortunate decision for raising a loan of one crore of rupees; 

and 

(4) uncomfortable hint for further taxation measures in the 

coming monsoon session. • 

f 

Sir, linving regard to the fact that the Hoirble Finance Minister 
had the good luck to start with the unique advantage, firstly, 
of an unprececiented accumulation of a heavy sum. of about Rs. 2i 
crores by way of jute duty, secondly, of a substantial allocution of 
income-tax jiroceeds and, thirdly, of total remission of all outstanding 
debts of the province to the' Central (lovernment, and in view of the 
fact that the Government has been relieved of a great burdeiii of the 
proviu(dal revenue due to the release of political prisoners, one tiiids it 
very difficult to be convinced of the sound management of the finance 
of the State when faced with an unexpected proposition for new 
taxation . 

The actual surplus of 224 lakhs of the first year of provincial 
autonomy has been totally exliuusted, and we are confronted with a 
revenue defied! of Rs. 87 lakhs, and we are asked to swallow the hitter 
pills of additional taxation measures yielding an income of Rs. 12 
lakhs per annum. Sir, before one agrees to support these additional 
taxation measures, he must be satisfied that these measures stand the 
test of justification. Sir, in the absence of the very essential ground 

r '^^'snen si bility for l)alancing the Budget, iu the absence of an,\ 
definite ^scheme for public utility and national reconstruction and in 
the absence of proof positive that the desired object cannot be achieved 
by rigid economy of administration, it is very difficult to conscientious- 
ly support these obnoxious measures. 

Sir, while appreciafing the Hon4)le Minister’s attentiou towards 
nation-building departments which marks a departure from the pre- 
Eeform days when the Finance Member remained content with 
provisions mainly for administrative expenses,' I feel constrained to 
observe that the increased allotment of about Rs. 12 lakhs meant for 
educational advance not only falls far short of actual requirements of 
the province, but also in distributing the enhanced provision, long-felt 
want and crying needs of so^ie of the most prominent institutions have 
been lost sight of. In this connection, I think I shall be failing in my 
solemn duty fo my Alnia Mater if 1 do not mention the case of the 
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Presidency College. Sir, it is a pity that there is cjarkness just under 
the light post. I am not in possession ’of facts if the Hon^ble Fipanoe 
Minister has had any connection with this institution, but it ie 
a fact that the Hon’ble Chief Minister of BengaF is one of its finest 
productions. I shall now^ make an attempt to place before you the 
grievances of the Presidency College, and with that obje.H in view I 
want, with jour End permission, to read a portion of the report of the 
Principal presented \m the occasion of Founders’ Day of the institu- 
tion whi(‘h was lately celebrated on the 28th day of .lanuarv under the 
presidency of the Hon’ble Chief Minister himself. The report will 
speak for itself: ‘*For years we have been continuously urging the 
authorities to note our pre^^ing requirements, some of which liave really 
become crying needs. We have been steadily refusing, from year to 
year, numbers of highly promising students to whoiq our doors are 
closed owing to our scale of fees, which appears too high when com- 
pared with the fee-fare of other colleges; to counteract in some 
measure the obvious reactions of this tlisagreeable necessity, we have 
repeatedly stressed our need for a numlier of full-free studeiitshipa 
without' which we are seriously handicapped in our yearly admissions.*' 
Now, I would like to give the details as regards the scale of fees realised 
in this college. The fees to be paid by ordinary students are an 
admission fee of Es. IG and a monthly tuition fee according to the 
scale given below : — 



Es. 

l.A. 

... 14 

I.Sc. 

... 15 

B.A. (Pass) 

... 15 

B.A. (Hons.) 

... 16 

B.Sc. (Pass) 

... 16 

B.Sc^ (Hons.) 

... 17 

M.A. 

17 

M.Sc. 

... 18 


Over and above this, there is a University registration fee of Es. 2,. 
an annual atheletic subscription of Es. 3, an annual magazine sub- 
scription of Ee. 1-8, annual college union subscription of Ee. 1, au 
annual periodical examination fee of Ee. 1 which are payable at the 
beginning of the .se.*4.sion Now, Sir, I a.sk if during this lime of 
economic depression, it is possible for the average number of guardians 
and fathers of the boys to afford ho spend at such high rate to get their 
wards educated in the premier college Bengal. Now, Sir, turning 
to the report I may continue : ^The absenee of an Assembly Hall placea 
us in an extremely awkward and embarrassiitg situatior* every time we 
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have to convene a ..meeting of our students, whose average numerical 
strength is about one thousand." We cannot accommodate more than 
350 students at any college function, and even this small minority have 
to crowd into a hardly sufficient lecture theatre.” Sir, what a disgrace 
it is that in the premier institution of this province where the numerical 
strength of ihe students is one fhousand, not more than 350 students 
can join in any social gathering or social function if it is held within 
the precincts of the college. Again to resume: . “How difficult the 
attempt to squeeze a whole college and its guests into such a room as 
this is palpable to you this evening, and we have to remember with 
regret that the vast majority of our students have been prevented from 
joining us here owing to our lack of accommedation.” What a shame- 
ful state of affairs! “Schemes are being prepared for an extension of 
the Chemif^al Laboratory to which we invite the sympathetic attention 
of the Government. We want a gymnasium too, a ’hostel for our 
Muslim students, and, for expfinsion, land on Bhowani Dutt’s Lane. 
A compound wall in front of the Baker Laboratory and servants’ quarters 
we need as well.” Out of this list of wants referred to in the report, 
need for an Assembly Hall, a Muhammadan Hostel and free siudent- 
ship is the sorest. A spacious hall, where the students can occasionally 
hold social and academic gatherings, is one of the crying needs of the 
institution to foster corporate life among the students. Now let me 
refer to the reply which the Hon’ble Chief Minister was pleased to 
make on that occasion, and again T crave the indulgence of your kind 
permission to refer to a newspaper cutting. (Reads.) “ What Bengal 
has done for other provinces, the Presidency College has done for the 
other edu(‘utional institutions of this province. Reference has been 
made in tlie rejiort to some of the pressing needs of the college. The 
J^rimdpal was a zealous guardian (»f the rights of the college and so 
long as he remained as the head of the institution, there was no chance 
of , H;jv;,i‘^g,\timate demands of the college being refused. Really the 
question is on? ol funds, and since the present Government had com- 
mitted itself to do all that it could for the advancement of education, it 
<-ould^-xU)t shut its eyes to tlie genuine demands of the premier college 
of Bengal.” 

The idea of helping the students who are really poor with stipends 
and scholarships had commended itself to the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
personally, a^id he was glad to announce that this year he 
would he able to ])rovide a sufficient amount of money for the award of 
scholarships to poor and needy students in schools and (colleges of 
Bengal, and he was sure that the Presidency (-ollege would come in 
for a fair share of that grant. It wds ssaid that if the Government 
wanted to maintain the high standard of efficiency of the Presidency 
College and the reputation it had acquired among the educational 
institutions of the provinc**, they must be prepared to spend sufficient 
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money to provide not merely for its crying needs^ but also for new 
projet'ts to enable the instit^utioii to hiake substantial progress^ He* 
admitted the justice of that claim, and although he had not been able 
to give any tangible proof of his love for the college, ho would see 
that there was no lack of eft'ort on his part to help the institution. He 
assured the meeting that I'l might b(^ possible to remove the legitimate 
want of the college regarding an Assembly Hall. He wanted to discuss 
the whole question with the Prineijm! and hoped that by the time the 
next Founder’s Day was (‘elebrated, some at least of the grievances of 
the college would be things of the past. He also hoped that in the 
near future, through the united efforts of ex-students as well as the 
present students and the orofessors of the Presidmicy College, they 
would be able to build up a “college wliich would be a glory not mendy 
of Bengal, but of India as a whole.” What a hopeful reply, Sir, but 
what a sad ])ictiire in the Budget! What a sad contrast between tlje 
statement of the Hon’ble Chief Minister and the allotments miole 
in the Budget! 


The Hon’hle Mr. NALINI RAHJAN BARKER: May 1 entjuire 
what is the date of the statement? 


Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: 28lh January 
1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Thai is why it 
could not be incorporated in the Budget. An allotment vvould be made 
in the next year's Budget on this head. 

Khan Bahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Die Hon ble 

Finance Minister just tells us that this statement of the Ch^' ‘‘ M!..!, ‘ 
having' be(*n made only a tew day.s back, that accounts tor t-he incon- 
si,Ntenc\ beiween the Budget figure and the statement, and tlieretore 
it should not be complaiiuMl ol. However, Sir, I still ap])eal t*. him 
to bmk tc) this matter, and 1 hope he will be able in the course of his 
re])lv to make a sympatlndic stat(*ment. I also hope that he will 
remember the crying needs of the premier college of tliis ])rovinee and 
make suit^ible provision at tlie time* of the iireparation of his supple- 
mentary budget. 

As regards the Muhammadan Hostel, 1 want to begin wdlii a state- 
ment as to the existing arrangements for the residence of the 
Muhammadan boys 

Mr. PREBIDENT: The hon’ble member will have to conrdude his 
remarks very soon. He has already spoken for 22 mi’nites. 
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Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Sir, the previo\is 
.speakers liave been given iiiuebnnore tim^ than 1 have taken. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Well, please try to finish as soon as possible. 

Khan Sfilib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Muhammadan 
students of the Presidency College have, up to the limits of rooms 
available, a preferential claim to be admitted to the Taylor Hostel, 
lifty students ol the Presidency (\)llege are also allowed lor the 
present b) reside in flu* Baker Hostel aUaehed to the Islamia (-ollege. 
♦Sir, tin* Taylor Hostel which is situated in a rented house on Wellington 
Street, is only an ajudogy for a liostel, anfl the Baker Hostel which 
is no l)(‘tter tluin a ])rison c.ell, is also not suitable for the Presidency 
(\dl(‘ge purp(>se< on more than one ground. Firstly, it is situated at a 
gr(‘at distance* irom the* Presidency College and / as such every 
Presidency (bllege boy residing; in the Baker Hostel is subjected to the 
trouble, risk and expense of at least two trips a day. Secondly, this 
hostel is ])riuiarily intended for the students of the Islamia College. 
nSiudents of the Presidency (bllege are allowed only by the coui'tesy of 
the Islamia Coll<‘ge authorities, and this privilege may be withdrawn 
at any time if accommodation is not available due to the overcrowding 
of the Islamia College students. Thirdly, this hostel is most unsuit- 
al)le from a sanitary point of view, due to unsatisfactory arrangement 
for vcMitilation. fourthly, goods of the boarders are not safe against 
Iwid characters who can get into the room, even when it is locked up, 
by scaling the iwirtition wall which is not high enough to reach the 
roof, 1 would like. Sir, to request the Hon'ble ‘Finance Minister 
io fix a date to i)ay a short visit to the Baker Hostel and see things 
with his own eyes. Because of this defect, theft is a common occur- 
rence there. 1 feel sorry, Sir, to let you know that only recently the 
of the Hon’ble Chief Minister lost a very valuable 
<}aniera t]iere, and another student lost a 'watch! 1 do not want 
to take much of the valuable time of the House by enumerating 
othe'Misadvantages. I only beg to state that most of these grounds 
which have been eiiumemted by me are more or less applicable in the 
case of Taylor Hostel as well. A new Muhammadan Hostel attached 
to the Presidency (^ollege will also save the money now spent on rent 
for the Taylor Hostel. 

Sir, I put some interpellations to ascertain ihe Government views 
on the question of the Assembly Hall and the Muhammadan Hostel 
attached to the Presidency College. The reply to those interpellations 
is overdue, as is usual with the depaidment in charge of the Hon’ble 
("hief Minister. Sir, I wjsh he might 1>€ present at this discus- 
sion, but he is too big to grace this humble House with his august 
presence as is*., obvious from the tact that he is conspicuous by his 
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Absence from this House from da^ to daj except on eccasions of (^^overn- 
ment emergency. And hisidepartment is l)i«:}ver still ujid Go(J only 
knows when my interpellations will receive their attention. 

The next instance of sif»‘nificant omission iroiu tlie budgetary pro- 
vision is the Ananda Mohan Mymensin^di. Sir, this remindvS 

me of the well-known ad4if»-e, namely, nearer tin* (diiirch, further from 
•God I It is the f^reatest misfortune tor Mymensin^h that during' the 
fitewardship of a distinguished son oi hers, the needs of Mymensingh 
•escapes the notice of the Government. Sir, Mymensingh wliicli is tin* 
biggest district in the province witli a population of six millions has 
•only one first grade college, hut it still remains to be affiliated in B.Sc., 
which is hut a legitinfate and logical sequel to the Intermediate 
^Science, and provision of the graduate course in Sciejice is an indubit- 
able necessity. Sir, the governing hod\ of the Ananda Mohan (’ollege 
decided to open< B.Sc. classes in Physic.s and Ghemistrx, the (’ollege 
being already affiliated in Mathematicj* u]> to the Honours Standard, 
and a})plied for an additional monthly grant of lls. oOO ami a capital 
grant of its. 20, 000. The extended affiliation depends on fulfilmcTit of 
certain’^conditions including the construction of additional laboratories 
and fitting tlie same with a])])aratus. chemicals, Ihirniture, etc., which 
require an initial expenditure ol Its. do, 00(1 at a moderate estimate. 
For a noble ])urpose and a ])rc8sing need like this, is it too much to 
expect from the benign Government a non-recurring grant of 
Us. 20,000 only? In this connection. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, orde r. Is tb(‘ hon'ble member likely 
to coiicdude soon? 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: I am afraid f 
won’t be able to conclude soon. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How man> minutes more will, vou take? 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: I von t Nake 
much of the *tiine to-morrow. 

Mr. PpESIDENT: Y on have spoken tor halt an hour alr(‘ad\. 

I am trying to accommodate the boirble members as muck as possilile. 
But the Ghair has got ’to see that all members anxious to speak on the 
Budget get a chance to have their say. You have already spoken for 
half an hour and if you continue indefinitely, I am afraid, it will 
deprive man\ oth(‘r members of jIn opJ^ortunit^ to speak. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: All right, Sir J 
shall tr\ to be very short. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You may the f^eneral outline of your 

hjieecli iiiMU^d oi dilating’ on the details. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: ^^)w, in this 
connection, Sir, 1 would like to point out tliat the coile^^e authority 
hita been ()ui to ^reat financial difticulty due to tlie stoppaj^e of all 
payinentH of deposit money and interest thereon by the Mymensin^h 
(’entral Co-operative Itank, l)ac<ta Peoples’ Hank and the Jamalpur 
Hank, Idd., whiue more than Us. 28,tl()0 out of the Keserve Fund had 
biien kepi in deposit. 1 may also incidentally mention that at the 
tiim* of the last extension of the (’olle«»‘e Hostel about 8 years a^o, at 
a cost of Us. d(),(l(ltb (jovernimuit promised to eontribute one-third of 
tfie total expenditure on which assurance the college authorities under- 
took exigent ion of the work, but ultimately th(‘ tlnui bureaucratic (lov- 
ernincnt did not redeem their proniisi*. Und(‘r th(‘se circumstances, 
Sir, is it not absidutely unfortunate that such a reasonable jirayer for 
a capital ^rant of Us. 20,0(M)jml\ for opiuiinj^- the H.Sc. (Masses from 
duly next should fail to receive due consid(‘ration at the hands of the 
.llon ble Finance Minister^ 

'I’he next tiling which occupies my thou^^ht i^ tin* Lytton Medical 
Scho(d of Myimmsin^h which is continuing its existtuice under a severe 
ordeal. 'I’he institution is under lon^tunt threat of alM)liti()u for non- 
fullilment id certain conditions imposed by the (iovernuient in respect 
of improvemetit of the local S. K. Hospital, both the institutions bein”* 
interi’onnecded with each other. The hospital owes its existence mainly 
to (he munificence of the Mymensin^h peo]>le. If the ])resent world- 
wiih' i‘Cononiic depression has become a handica]) towaids displayinjr 
turther ^cmeiosity by the local public, that (‘ertainl> should not be 
made an excuse for takin*** away by the left hand whiih was so kindly 

Ty.*>'w^^jf,ird Iiytton’s (rovernment by tfit‘ ri<»ht hand. The Ijytton 
Medical t^chool'is, after all, a (iovernuient iihditutiou and the ultimate 
ri'sponsibilily tor its upkeep and maintenance lie^ with the (roverii- 
meu*'. I would, on behalf of the peojile of the M\mensiu‘»:h district, 
request the Hon'ble Finan(‘e Minister to see that the jnemiei district 
in till* province ma> not, lo>e the benefit of its onl\ medical school. 

I 

Sir, I am very much disappointed at the hop^de^sly meao're atten- 
tion paid towards expansion of ])rimary education which is the very 
foundation of nation-building-. As a result of my juTsonal exiierience 
in iiq\ own district, I think it my |Kiinful duty to place before you 
the j^loomy picture of mismana<*ement . of primaiy education there 
under the ad ninist ration of the district school board. It is in the 
district of Myinensino:h that in pivino- jvartial eftVet to the Rural 
Primary Fiducation Act, district school board was first established. 
It is a^*ain iii this distidct that Fiducation cess has first been levied. 
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Dut with what result}^ Th'^ number of primary srhools has-been 
reduced to a fjreat extent, and a larjre number (it stmbuits are beinp; 
refused admission every year for want of aeeommodatioii, and the 
jioor teachers are not ^ettin^^ tlieir small pays regularly, thou^di unlike 
other districts re-iilisation of Education cess has not beoa suspended 
there. Is tin’s a very happy state of affaiisy Does this reflect any 
credit on the ]) 0 ])ular Governments It is also to be noti‘d in this 
connection that in spite ot the imjiosition of Ediication cess, no new 
school is Ixdnj^' samdioned where people cannot provide a buildiiiji' at 
their own cost and according* to tin* specification of the district sediool 
board. In this conmM-tion, I should also like to say a word about th(‘ 
present system ol the utilisation ot thi‘ Education c(‘ss throu^-h the 
zemindars. The latest amendment of the Tenanc\ Act lias stiin^k 
at th(‘ V(*ry root ot th(‘ Z(*mindary s\stem and has shaken its V('ry 
foundation. AVIkmi zemindars are so hard hit. the> should be absolved 
from the obligation of ])a\meut of the tenants’ share of the cess for 
realisation of which some other new arranj^-ement -preferabls throu;.»h 
the unh>n boards — should be made. 

I shall now’ nder to a V('r\ small mattiu. Tluue is a sp(*eial otficer 
for primary (‘(lucation at M>mensin;ih wdio is i‘a^(‘r to on d(‘putation 
tor visual training in Wardah, Mo.i’a and other suitabh' institutions. 

1 1 is r(‘])res(‘ntation has been stron;^l\ rei-ommendiMl b\ the District 
Inspector ot Schools with su< 4 ^(‘st ion lor a fixed allow anci‘ of Hs. 100 
piT immsem for six months only in addition to his usual pa \ . In tin* 
inten^st of primar\ (‘ducation, this should ha\e been aIlow(‘d. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gnh'r, ordei. The lloust* now stands 
adjourned till ‘.i-lo p.m to-inoirow. 


' Adjournment. 

The (V)uncil then adjourned till ‘•i-lojim on W<Min('sda,\ , tin* ‘^‘Jnd 
Eebruar> , IJl’lO. 





MEMBERS ABSENT. [21st Feb., 1939.] 


Mmbers absent. 

tollowiiij? niijinbers were absent from the meeting held on the 
21 st February, 1939: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Njiziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. ilumayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. 1). J. Cohen. 

(4) Mr. Moliammad llossaiii. 

(5) Mauliuia Muhammad Akram Klian.*^ 

(()) Mr. T. Lamb. 

(7) Mr. J.’ MacFarlane. 

(8) Begum llamida Mom in. 

(>9) Rai Baliadur Satis Chandra Mukhtuji. 

(10) Mr. E. C. Ormond. 

(11) Mr. II. P. Poddar. 

(12) Pai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. 

(13) Mr. 1). II. Wilmer. 


B. O. Prwr-1938.39-1.%54A~760. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL DEBATES 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesda'5% the 22nd February, 1939, at 2-16 
p.m., being Uie ninth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62 
{2){a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon ’hie Mr. Svj’Yendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Districts affected by the recent flood. 

64. Mr. RANAJiT PAL CHOWOHURY (on behaif of Ral 
Bahaduf Surendra Narayan Sinha): Will the Kon'ble Minister in 
charge of the llevenue Dcjjartiuent be pleased to state — 

(a) how many districts had been affected by the recent flood; 

{h) how many people liave suffered, district by district, by the 
flood ; 

(c) how many houses have collapsed ; 

(d) whether any death occurred due to drowning, snake-bite, 

starvation and cholera ; 

(e) what were the numbers of deaths, if any, due to each of the 

cases mentioned in part (d ) ; 

(/) what amount of mon(‘y the Government have paid forj'‘Vi 
relief and agricultural loan, district by districft" 

(f/) wiiat amount of money did the District Board spend^ towards 
relief works ; 

(h) Xvhetfier any test work has been started in any, district; 

(?’) in what districts the education cess has-been suspended; 

(;) what kind of medical help the Public Health Department ren- 
dered to the flood-stricken people ; and ^ 

(k) what amount of money the Bengal (’entral Flood Relief Com- 
mittee collected and how, the amount has been disbursed? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of^ Cossimbazar 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy); (a) and (i) 

A statement is pbiced on the table. 
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(c) and (d) The information about the number of collapsed hbuses, 
.deaths due to drowning, snakebite and cliolera are not readily avail- 
able &nd Government do not consider that the trouble and expense 
involved in its compilation would be commensurate with the value of 
the information sought. There has been no death due to starvation. 

(e) Does* not arise. 

(/) and (g) The statement placed on the table gives the required 
information. 

(h) Yes. 

(i) Tn the distriids of Palma, Bogra, Pangpur, Dinajpur, Faridpur, 
Chittagong, Noakhali, Murshidabad and Nadia. 

(;) A brief note describing the sleps taken by the Public Health 
Department is placed on the table. 

(k) The Central Flood Relief Committee is a non-official organisa- 
tion and will, no doubt, publish a statemcni dealing with its activities 
in due course. 


StaiemerU referred to in the reply to clauses (a), (6), (/) and (g) of question 
No, 64, showing the amount sanctioned by Government and District 
Boards for districts affected by the recent flood. 




Population 

affected. 

Amount sanctioned by 
Government. 

Amount 
spent by 
District 


Districts affected. 

Agriculttural 

lo6m. 

Gratuitous 

relief. 

Boards 
towards 
relief works. 

1. 

iTpuSatat.- 

106,818 

Rs. 

1,17,000 

Rs. 

7,000 

Ks. 

10,000 

2. 

Jeasori 

681,618 

4,20,000 

36,000 

6,600 

S. 

Khulna 

206,830 

2,40,000 

46,000 

Nil 

4 . 

Nadia 

800,017 

2,00,000 

17,000 

20,000 

6 . 

Murshidabad 

814,012 

6,66,000 

64,600 

21,000 

6. 

Dacca 

1,139,800 

3,10,000 

31,000 

300 

7. 

Faridpur 

661,067 

6,30,000 

40,000 

4,000 

8. 

Mymensingh ’. . 

409,600 

1,92,660 

3,000 

660 

9. 

Bakarganj 

200,000 

1,40,000 

3,000 

6,000 

10. 

Bajshahi 

347,089 

3,40,000 

11,000 

6,000 

11. 

Rangpur 

282,360 

3,31,000 

20,000 

For test 

works and 
gratuitous 
relief. 

Nil 

12. 

Pabna 

1,336,706 

5,86,000 

66,000 

16,000 

13. 

Bogra 

292,420, 

2,02,000 

2,000 

1,630 

14. 

Dinajpur 

73,062 

47.000 

3,000 

Nil 

16. 

Malda 

, 626,000 

3,11,500 

40,000 

6,000 


Total 

78,74,388 

47,21,160 

3,87,100 

02,980 
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StateTnent referred to in theaeply to clause (;), of question 64, 

showing the measures taken hy the Public H faith Department 

Oigainst the epidemic diseases in the fiood-affevted districts. 

** 

In view of the recent extensive flood in some of the disl riots of the 
province and the threat of cholera and otlier wiiterhorne dis(‘ases that 
were likely to follow in its wake, this department took time by tlie fore- 
lock and decided with the approval of Government to form an adequate 
number of mobile combined medical and .sanitary units, each unit con- 
sisting of a Doctor, a compounder and a medicine carrier with sufficient 
stock of preventive and curative medicines supplemented where neces- 
sary by a Sanitary Inspector. 

Even before this scheme was formulated, this department had sent 
out Doctors and Sanitary Insiiectors on the requisition of the local 
bodies and the following resume will sb/iw how far assistance* has been 
rendered to the different districts: — 

(1) ^ Murshidahad . — Four Doctors and four Sanitary Inspectors were 

dej)uted by the Public* Hi'altli Department to the Murshida- 
bad district and one Sanitary Inspector to the Jiaganj- 
Azimganj Municipality in the Murshidabad district. 
Necessary equipments for four medical units were supplied 
to the Secretary, Medical Flood Itelief Gommittee. 

(2) Jessore, — Five medical units and fifteen Do<‘tors were deputed 

by the Publii* Health Department. 

(3) Nadia . — Two medical units were sent to the Nadia district. 

(4) Faridpnr . — Nine medical units and 5 Doctors and 3 Sanitary 

Inspectors were deputed by the Piiblit; Health Department. 

(5) Malda . — Four medical units were sent to the^Malda. 

(6) Rangpur . — Ten ihedical units and G Doctors and 2* Sanitary 

Inspectors were deputed by the Public Health Department 

(7) Pahna . — Eleven Doctors and 1 Sanitary Inspector were deputed 
‘ to 'the Pahna district and three Sanitary Inspectors to the 

Sirajganj Municipality. A medical unit with eijuipment 
has been sent to the Pahna Municipality. * 

(8) Rajshahi . — Four medical units were sent to the Hajshahi 

district. 

(9) Bogra.—^h. Doctors were deputed by the Public Health 

Department. A medirjal unit with equipment was sent to 
the Sherpur Municipality. 

(10) Khulna . — Seven medical units were seni to the Khulna district. 

(11) 24-Parganas . — Five Sanitary Inspectors were deputed. 

(12) Dacca. — Four Sanitary Inspeiftors were deputed. 



»e QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. [22 iid jc^b., 

t 

(1/3) Mymemingh . — Eighteen me^icaL units and 11 Doctors and 7 
Sanitary Inspectors were deputed. 

(14) Baka/rganj . — Seven medical units and 2 Doctors were deputed. 

% 

In addition to the above measures, the Circle Assistant Directors of 
Public Health visited the flood-aftected localities in their respective 
jurisdictions to advise the local authorities as to the preventive measures 
to be adopted. 

Besides, quinine, plasmochin, and bleaching powder supplied by the 
Public Health Department to the local bodies and flood relief associa- 
tions wilh ihe medical units, a total qiiantity of 58 cwts. of bleaching 
powder, 80 lbs. of cinchona quinine sulphate tablets, 38 lbs. of cinchona 
febrifuge tablets, 26 lbs. of crude quinine tablets and 15 lbs. of cinchona 
febrifuge powder were supplied to the local bodies and flood relief 
associations. 


Cultivation of small holdings. 

65. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the lievenue Depariment be pleased to slate — 

(a) Whether the (loverriment is aware of tlie fact that cultivation 
of small holdings is mostly unprofitable? 

(b) Is it not a fact that considerable portion of the rural population 
depends solely for their subsistence on these small holdings? 

(c) Does the Government propose to initiate any scheme for the . 

of these small holdings? 

(d) Does the Government propose to encourage and adopt means for 
fostering collective agricultural enterprises and farms formed by means 
of voluntary joining of small holdings on co-operative basis? 


The Hoffi’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar 
(on behalf of the Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) and (fb) 

iTes. 

(c) Fragimuitation of holdings is a great hindrance to improvement 
of agriculture. It has not been found practicable yet to evolve any 
scheme to consolidate small holdings and to check the process of frag- 
mentation pafticularly in view of the laws of inheritance. 

(d) The possibility of taking action along these lines is under the 
examination of the Cov.iperative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department c»f this Government. 
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Moslem female medical practitioners and nurses. 

66. Mr. NUR AHMED, (a) Is the Hon^ble Minister in obai^c ui. 
• the Public Health and M^jdical Department aware of the great 
necessity of Moslem female medical practitioners and nursei^? 

(h) If so, what steps have the Government taken or are the> con- 
templating to take to remove this want? 

(c) Have the Government sanctioned special scholarships only for 
Moslem females for encouraging medical training and training for nurse 
of Moslem females? If ncX-, why not? 

MIHI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan); (a) and (6) 

Government are aware of the great need for encouraging Bengali women 
generally in the province, including Muslim women, to take up the 
profession of medical practitioners and nurses. Steps have been taken 
to encourage Bengali women, including Muslim women, to take up 
these professions. I have also initiat(‘d enquiries in regard to the 
demand in the rural areas for female medical practitioners. 

(c) No. Besides the general scholarships for female students, 
Muslim lady students will participate in the special scholarships for 
Muslims. Nurses are paid stipends as .soon as they are enrolled and no 
special scholarships are necessary. 


General Discussion of the Budget continued. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The Hou.se will now resume the general discu.s- 
sion of the Budget. I would appeal to the hou’hle mei;#b'^’:.s to conclude 
their speeches w'ithiii lo minutes, (ioverniuent have ve^^ considerately 
allotted three days to the general discu.ssiou of the Budget which in 
effect places only six hours at the dispo.sal of this House for the pur- 
pose. Tlie Chair w'ould have been only loo glad to sit longer to enable 
the meinhers to devote more time to the consideration of the Budget 
estimates. But as this chamber is to he utili.sed l>\* both Houses by 
turns in course of the same day, the hon’])le memlK*rs wiJJ reali.se tliat 
the Chair cannot l>e of 'much lielp to them in that direction. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY; Sir, because of 
the shortness of time at my disjAisal and with a vi<‘W’ to mak(» room 
for the sitting of the As.semb]y, I had tg Jiurry up ye.sterday and I 
could neither explain m3' points in details nor proceed with my speech 
in peace. But I fully appreciate your difficulties and jam conscious 
of the fact that \ou are very much handicapped under the existing 
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arrangement of sitting of botk the Houses in the same chamber. It 
is oif this, amongst other grounds, that we are all along crying hoarse 
for a separate building of our own but ours is a cry in the wilderness. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: You are not only crying 
yourself hoarse but are also crying in the wilderness because the 
Finance Minister is not present here. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHpWDHURY: Shall 1 proceed, 
Sir, in the absence of the Hon’ble Finance Minister? 

b 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You cau address yourself to the 
President. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: I am, however, 
grateful to you, Sir, that you have been pleased to allot a few minutes 
to me this evening. 

Sir, I would refer lo ihe question of jurisdiction between the 
districts of Mymensingh and Pabna. There is a vast tract of Chofr 
area consisting of several villages including Mir Kutia and others 
bounded on the West by the river flumna and on the East by the 
district of Mymensingh. 

For all practical purposes savi* and except collection of rent and 
cess, the vast area is nobody’s land. The major portion of the area is 
khan mahal and the rest is private Zemindars’ property. According to 
Government notification published in the official Gazette, the boundary 
between two districts is to be deterniineil by the main channel of the 
river when a big navigable river intervenes, but in contravention of 

'terms ofjaovernment notification, this vast area has been included 
within the jurisdiction of tlie district of Pabha, though on the basis of 
the main stream of the river it falls within the jurisdiction of the 
district of Mymensingh. The present arrangement has given rise to a 
very unsatisfactory state of affairs. The poor people are' not exempted 
from payment of cess hut they do not get any l)enefit out of it. The 
reason is not far to seek. Because of the remoteness and isolated 
character of tlie area due to intervention of the big river, Pabna district 
cannot devole due attention towards welfare of the residents of that 
area, whereas the Mymensingh district is quite helpless as it falls 
beyond the jurisdiction of that district. 

In respect of water-supply, it is treated as a forbidden area by the 
Pabna District Board. In the event of epidemic either amongst human 
beings or cattle, no medical aid becomes available from Pabna as none 
shows willingness to risk a tedious and sometimes perilous journey over 
a big river. In the event of » any crime being committed there, no 
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police help can be expected from the other side oi the river within . 
three days of the occurrence, whereas the place is within easy reach of 
the Mymensingh Government and District Boar : officials. In thia 
connection, I may incidentally mention here that 1 have been told by 
some local men that in respect of some unnatural death cape, the dead 
body could not be finally disposed of for three days pending the 
arrival of the Police officer from the other side of the river. Tender 
the existing arrangement in direct contravention of the Government 
policy, the plight of the litigant public (‘an better be imagined than 
described and it is high time- that by readjustment of the boundary 
between the two districts pn tlie basis of tlie main channel of the rivers, 
genuine grievances of the public and inconvenien(‘e of administration! 
should be removed. 

As regards the much-talked of subsidy of Its. 30,000 to the Calcutta 
Daily “Azad’’ which has created sensation in (‘crtain quarters of the 
journalistic world and in certain s(‘cti(ni of this House as well, I do 
not pro])ose to discuss the merits of the (Question in detail. It may be 
said tcs the credit of the present Government that what was being 
possibly done secretly out of secret funds during the days of bureau- 
cratic Government is iKung done now by the ])resont Governmimt under 
Provincial Autonomy (»penly and publicly. 

I do not know’ and am not su])posed to know, nor do 1 care to know 
the condition and cinunnstances leading to th(‘se obnoxious transactions. 
It is the look-out of the promoters and founders of the paper to consider 
if this acceptance of tlie subsidy will help circulation of the paj)er or 
affect it adversely'. It is their look-out, Sir, if this “journalistic 
prostitution” will enhance the dignity and ])r(‘.stige of the ])aper or 
will bring it down in the estimation of the geij(*ra.l public. What 
strikes me most is that if the system of payment of subsidy lo private 
papers is continued, tben what is the necessity of maintaining fit. a 
heavy cost the Governnu?nt publicity de])artnient with a high-salaried 
officer at the top, and where is the justification of’ spending lots of 
money over the issue of the “l^engal Weekly” both in English find 
Bengali. I isee no justification for this double expenditure. At any 
rate, 1 am not a believer in ])a])er ])ropaganda,only unless based on the 
solid foundation of real work for ameliorating thc^ rmndition of and 
increasing the prosperity of the (*(juntry. 

Sir, as my time is xery short, T must not touch any othtjr new point,, 
but with your kind permission, Sir, I would simjdy recapitulate the 
points urged by^ me yesterday and this evening in the hope that the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister will rqply to each of my points. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, is it necessary to give a resume 
of all the points raised by you? It is the duty of the fjovernment to 
take note of them. 
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Khan Sahib AbDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: I propose to give 
simply an onlline of my points, as I liad to conclude my speecli 
yesterday when every one in the House was tired and did not like to 
listen to further speeches. I shall not take more than two or three 
minutes. ^ ' 

My points are — 

(1) Formation of a Standiiif^ Oommittee called “Finance 

Committee**. 

(2) 7\«seml)ly Hall and Moslem Hostel for the Presidency College. 

(!}) A fair sliare of stipends and studentships for the Presidency 

College or reduction in the scale of tuition fees. 

(4) A capital grant of Rs. 20,000 for opening B.Sc. classes in the 

A. M. (V)llege, Mymensingh, with effect from the next 
session. 

« 

(5) Suitable graiii for tl\e S. K. Hospital and Lytton Medical 

School, Mymensingh. 

{6) Additional grant for primary education in Mymensingh 
where Education cess is being levied. 

(7) Creation of new agency for realisation of the tenants’ share 
of the Education cess. 

^8) Deputation of Maulvi Habibuddin Ahmed, B.A., B.T., 
S})ecial Sub-Jnspector of Schools, Mymensingh, for training 
for six months with fixed allowance of Rs. 100 per month 
in addition to his jiay. 1 make sp<'cial mention of this officer, 
as lie is tlie only candidate from the district of Mymensingh 
for such training and as he takes genuine interest in the 
cause of primary education. 

.^(9) Bendjustment of boundary between Mymensingh and Pabna 
onThe basis of the main stream of the river .Tumna. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA:‘Mr. President, Sir, the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister has framed and presented his . third 'Budget and 
expounded it in his.bud^oet speech. 

The Hoiride Finance Minister has wide experience of and in-sight 
into the economic situation of the province of Bengal. But in the 
finamdal statement presented by him, there is nothing inspiring. It 
is nothing but a replica of the budgetary system under the old 
•dispensation. His superior intellect appears to have been suppressed. 
The Hon’ble Minister has asked for tUe support of the Congress party 
and has argued that since its tenets are truth and non-violence and its 
objective mass amelioration, w’hy should it not give its support to 
measures whicji do not run counter to its tenets and objective. But is 
the Budget directed to any scheirie for the amelioration of the masses? 
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Does it provide for any comprebensive’ scheme of ^ nation-bnildingP 
We had looked forward to formulation of schemes design^l to 
strengthen the life of our people, mentally, moraUy and materially. 
Instead, we find that the Budget exhibits rather a propensity for 
winning approbation from particular quarters. It is nothing but a 
catalogue of »'(nitine administrative expenditure. No special fund has 
been created for enabling nation-building programmes to be pursued 
smoothly and continuously without fear of the grants lapsing on a 
particular date. But all this would presuppose a carefully thought-out 
planning for mass uplift. Sir, from a careful study of the ponden)US 
budget speech, the Finance Minister appears to me to liave two minds, — 
one of which is keenly sensitive to the sorrows and sufierings of the 
poor, tlie unfortunate, the down-trodden and the “under-dog”, while 
the other timidly, turns away from the most natural forward move and 
becomes enmeshed in a series of profitless make-shifts. This timidity 
on the part of the Finance Minister explains why in s])ite of his aware- 
ness of the ‘‘tears of tilings” in this unhapjn land of ours, he has been 
led to take an illogical unimaginative and Ihima view of things. Sir, 
the Finance Minister has appealed to the members of the Upper House 
to give him their sympathy of “Sujterior appre(‘ialion” of the need for 
cautious and planned advance. We, in this House, are certainly most 
keenly conscious of our resimnsibilities and would be most happy to 
render unto Caesar what is ('aesar’s and unto perqde wliai is people’s. 
But, Sit, it I confess my inability to (‘ongratulate the Finance Minister 
on his laborious Budget, it is not because we take a delight in (*riticism 
for crilicisin's sake’ hu\ because we staml definitelv for amelioration of 
the comlition ot the masses. , 

Sir, I have most carefully gone through the Finaiu'e Minist(*r’s 
statements but it seems to me that lie has spent more time in finding 
out, with academic meticulousness, the internal and ^ world causes of 
discrepancies between his original (*stiniates and the actual figures and 
in elaborating the ethics of I^ubli<- Finance than in pondering over 
the many-faced problem of hunger in our provim^e. The problem of 
Bengal to-day, T feel. Sir, is not the problem of the Police or Jails, 
it is the j>roblem of hunger, of starvation ai/d semi-starvation which 
has been sapping the vitality of the proAunce. The jmiblern of Bengal, 
further, is a problem of the educated middle-(dasses who in spib; of 
decent education do noH know how to earn a living wage. The jiroblem 
of Bengal is the problem of illiteracy and agricultural backwardness. 
The^se are inescapable problems; there is no means of getting round 
them. But the Hon’ble Finance Minister appears almost to have 
performed a feat for, he does not grapple with them at all. Sir, it 
was somewhat of a shock for me to see that the Hon’ble F’inance 
Minister could not find space, in his unusually lengthy Imdget speech, 
for more than a line or two here and there, about tin* problems of 
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Agriculture whose claim must 'needs be paramount in a province where 
over‘90 per cent, of the population depends on agriculture. This 
brings me to the subject of the various rural-uplift schemes which 
have claimed the attention of the Finance Minister and to which more 
than 15 lakhs of rupees summing up all ‘heads have been assigned. 
In view of the stupendous magnitude of the problem, this allotment 
would, I have not the least doubt, be found to be pitifully inadequate. 
But what is more irritating in this connection is the fact that the 
major portion of this amount is proposed to be spent in meeting petty 
local wahift, here and ihere, presumably witli an eye to placate the 
supporters of the Ministry. It is evident, that the Finance Minister 
has no well-thouglit-oiit plan of rural reconstruction and that he has 
only been following a policy of drift. It will not be out of place, 
I hope, Sir, to refer the Finance Minister to a plan of. rural reconstruc- 
tion, coiic.eivtid and unfolded in details, by one of the master minds 
of modern India : 1 mean. Sir,* the late Deshbandhu Chiitaranjan Das. 
It is needless for me to reiiiind the Hon’ble Finance Minister who 
was one of the prin(dpal lieutenants of the late Deshbandhu, that that 
scheme did not fight shy of loans on a big scale to finance positive 
national reconstruction such as would bear fruit in a hundred ways to 
enrich the national life. Let me assure the Finance Minister that 
we, on this side of the House, have no objection on principle to loans 
if the expenditure out of such loans can be shown to have a definite 
and ascertainable relation to national well-being. Judged by that 
criterion, the Finance Minister’s proposal to raise a loan of one crore 
next year, when by his own admission the Government will have 
enough assets and balances to cover a deficit of 87 lakhs, seems to me 
to be most indiscreet. Sir, the Finance Minister has sought to defend 
his borrowing by means of economic sophistry but the plain fact 
remains that the people vdll have to pay a good sum as interest on the 
money tliat will' lie idle for a whole year. The Finance Minister of 
Bengal may have' sought to re-insure his finances by this means against 
possible 'threats of war or other catastrophes; but for the poor 
peasantry of Bengal it will certainly mean a costly luxury. We agree 
that additional revenue be necessary for any development proposal. 
The sister province of Bihar ])roposes to borrow crores for a compre- 
hensive electrification project as they seem to have realised that for 
industrial development of a country as well as for agricultural improve- 
ments supply of cheap power is indispensable. 

Next, we come to the Budget provision under the head “Educa- 
tion”, which also suffers from the V'iame policy of drift. We know 
that the Education budget has been expanded, but the extension is 
directed to achieve political purposes rather than the real interest of 
education. T}\e masses do not come in this at all. There is no attempt 
to boldly tackle the problem of p«nmary education which is undoubtedly 
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far moTre urgent than any other problem. In this (*onnection, I cannot 
help pointing out that several budgetary provisions* under this head 
bear on the face of them the stamp of party pressure The Firfance 
Minister seems to have forgotten that to his care /tie committed not 
one particular community alone but several communities which go to 
make up the total population of Bengal. 

Sir, so far as the problem of primary educaiion is concerned, the 
Finance Minister has almost raised a spectre by saying in etTect that 
a minimum sum of Bs. crores would have to be found before a 
four-year course on a proviiK'e-wide scale could be started. We do 
not dispute the figures ])ut we challenge the basic assumption that 
eradication of illiteracy should mean nothing more than a fraction of 
the so-called education now retailed througl) our secondary sidiools. 
It is sheer want of imagination to suppose that tables and chairs and 
teachers in sufficient numbers can provide the kind of training that 
the masses require most in Bengal. The Government seems to be 
unaw^are of the latest advances in the technique of imjiarting to the 
masses, besides a knowledge of the three H’s, useful information about 
history,** geograpliy, elements of civics and also the trend of social and 
economic progress all the world over, through open-air classes wdth 
the help of cinema radio, etc. It seems to be strange to me that even 
in the year 1939, a so-called po]nilar Government is disposed to look at 
the problem of illiteracy as concerning only children between tlie ages 
of (i and JO years and not as a problem concerning the entire village 
including both adults and children. 1 venture to tliink that it is not 
by the number of literate persons shown in the census record that the 
success or otherwise of the drive against illiteracy should be judged but 
by the spirit of enterprise, economic alertness and political conscious- 
ness that may be generated among the masses. Our sister province 
of Bihar has provided under the head “Education** increased e.xpendi- 
ture of about 14 lakhs for giving a blip to the mass literacy movement. 
Thej^ have a scheme for starting a library for ev(‘ry fivt* vjllages 3n 
the province as a means of preventing lapse into illiteracy of those 
who leave school at or after finishing the primary stage and for 
maintaifiing intellectual contact of the villages with the world outside. 
Sir, even accepting the Finance Minister’s vie’/ that primary educaiion 
is to be imparted only through schools of the familiar type and that 
the imposition of an Education cess would be absolutely necessary to 
raise the wherewithal for that, it seems to be curious logic that because 
some advanced countries impart eight years* training, we should not 
make a beginning at least on tlie basis of a two years’ course. 

The most unwelcome feature of an otherwise dpleful budget, 
however, consists in the proposal for the/ levy^of an ungraduated tax 
of Rs. 30 per annum on professions, trades, employments and callings. 



m 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[22nd Fbb., 

New taxes have been proposed to be levied, but the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister does no^ consider it necessary to put forward any scheme to 
justify the taxes. Having regard to the limitations imposed by the 
constitution, we are prepared to concede that it is impossible to take 
in hand any large nation-building scheme without taxation. But when 
there is no such scheme, taxation is unjusinfied. Nobody would mind 
the imposition of new taxes provided they are necessary and equitable — 
and they are accompanied by planned economy in the over-head 
administrative cost. Evidently, the burden of this tax will fall 
mainly on the middle-classes, the doctors and lawyers. The middle 
classes of Bengal are already very hard hit by the operation of the 
Bengal Agric.ultural Debtors Act and other causes. Sir, the Finance 
Minister has waxed eloquent over the obligations of wealth and exhorted 
the more well-to-do to give up a part of their income in the shape of 
taxes for amelioration of the masses. It all sounds nice, but are the 
middle-classes, who are finding it well-nigh impossible to make both 
ends meet, the proper persons to be taxed now? 

In this connection, it is father distressing to find that the Finance 
Minister has allowed himself to be deterred by imaginary legal 
difficulties from taking the obviously reasonable step of imposing a 
graduated tax with a view to squeeze out more from those who can 
well afford to pay more. Instead of fleecing the already hard-hit 
middle-classes, the Finance Minister could have more easily turned 
his attention to the yet untapped source of revenue, namely, a tax on 
agricultural incomes, or sales tax on selected commodities as proposed 
in Bombay. A tax on sale of some commodilies produced on a large 
scale by jiiodern machineries wwild not affect the industry. Limiting 
the profits would be for tin* ullimab* good of flu* industry itself. It 
would be pj'eventing exjdoitation of llu* mtuiy lor the benefit of the 
few. That would provide an alternative to war against (capital. 

Sir, in casting about for new sources of revenue, the Finance 
Minister has been quick enough to fix his eyes upon dog-iacung which 
is one of the newest additions to the diversions of the Metropolis. We 
have no objection to taxes (»n betting. Indeed, we would be most 
happy to see organised betting and gambling of all kiud»- taxed out of 
existence. The most nOf^ural thought that comes to one’s mind in this 
connection. Sir, ;s why tax dog-racing alone? Why is not a higher 
betting tax imposed on horse-raeiug. Is it because the latter variety 
is patronised “by exalted personages that the Fipance Minister shrinks 
from tou<*hing this prolific, source of revenue? Or is it one more 
illustrafiou of flic callousness of the Government to positive menaces 
that are destroying the health and luyipiness of countless poor homes? 
Nothing betttw could be expected from a government w^hich seeks to 
silence even the mildes^l xoic\} in favour of a limited prohibition with 
threats of further taxation. It appears that the Government of 
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Bengal does not view witli complacence the prospect of a reduction of 
Excise revenue consequent upon the vlea of pix>hA)ition gaining in 
strength among the people. As a rejoinder to th.es coniinonplaoe 
argument, I may refer the Finance Minister to recent budget of 
the Bombay Government wlaue they have sought to reimburse 
themselves for the loss of Excise revenue by the iiiqmsition of suitable 
taxes upon those parties who benefit by the growth of liabits of 
temperaiK'e among peasants and workers. 

Apropos expenditure on Police and elails, the Finance Ministi'r has 
refeiTe<l to detenus. We welcome the small reduction in tlie ex|>endi- 
ture on this head which the (idverument’s policy makes possible in the 
next budget. But it is tojbe regretted that the Finance Minister has 
allowed himself to he a victim of the manoeuvres of the Police and 
Intelligence Department and has felt no hesitation in making a state- 
ment which manifestly aims at raising the bog'ey of another subversive 
movement, namely, ('omnmnism. It a])pears to me tt) be the now-too- 
faniiliar ruse of the Police Department 'raising a scare in the country 
with a view' to make their existence justified in the eyes of the Powers 
that bw. Woe be lo the day when j)olicemen and sergeants hecome 
political ])liil()s()])liers ! Sir, tliere is much concern sfiowri for the mass, 
but tliose w'lio work for the masses and try to rouse their political 
consciousness are dubljcd as conimimists and their activity is sought to 
be curbed on the i)lea of subversive character. One is tempted to think 
that, danger, if any, lies in communism coining us an antidote to com- 
munalisin. The United Provinces (iroverunient are reported to he con- 
sidering a number of schemes for the relief of the educated unemployed 
of the province. It is proposed that they should be given subsidies to 
start poultry-farming, fruit-growing and small scale industries and 
funds may he raised from the public also for supplementing Govern- 
ment resources. Government there is already giving subsidies to young 
men taking to industrial careers. 

* . * * 

Sir, I have almost finished. The Finance Minister appe!i,led to all 
his countrymen to sink their pait^ differences and rnak(! a collective 
assault on the accumulated obstacles of ceiituri(‘s wliich block our ])ath 
t^ the cheri^ied goal. We, on tliis .^ide of the House, iirc ready to 
co-operative with anybody if only we are sure ihat our joint efforts will 
be directed towards the ending of poverty and olhw obstacles to the 
freedom of our common Mother-land wdiom w'e all love and serve. On 
no other basis can the/e b(‘ any co-operation. ^ 


Mr, J, McFARLANE: Mr..^ President, Sir, on behalf of the 
European Party in this House, I desire to congratulate* the Finance 
Minister on producing once again a budget we can find so little to 
criticise in. 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[22nd Feb., 


Whilst it is the case that approximately one-third of the province's 
income is to be devoted to Education, Public Health, and other nation- 
building schemes, we are glad io see that Mr. Sarker has not devised 
any spectacular but unsound edifice such as miglit meet ihe ideas of 
those impatient people who forget that Rome was not built in a day. 
At the same time, 1 hope it will be found possible during the coming 
year to spend the full amounts allocated to the various departments 
and that at tlie end of the year, we shall not hnd that considerable 
savings have been made under certain lieadings, as will hai)pen this 
year. 

With legard to ihe fresh taxation it is proposed to intnKluce — in 
this respect so far, at any rate, we seem io.be luckier than some other 
provinces — 1 foresee that the tax on professions, trades, callings, and 
omployment will cause some hardship to those in the lowest income-tax 
flcale. On the face of things, surely it is all wrong that a man earning 
Rs. 2,000 a year should have to pay the same as a man earning 
Rs. 2,000 a month. Possibly, 'it could be arranged to ease the burden 
on those who just come witliiti the scope of tlie Income-Tax Act. 

Mr. Sarker tells us that he proposes b) float a loan of Rs. 1 crore 
4ind in ihe circumstances explained by him, w’e do not question the 
wisdom of his doing so, nor do we doubt ihe success which will attend 
the issue. 

I had no intention of intervening at any length in this debate, but 
1 merely wished to make it clear to the House that this group supports 
the Finance Minister in his Budget and that it does not sympathise 
with the critical attitude which has been adopted by certain numbers 
in these discussions. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR:! think I cannot do better than take my 
cue from the speech of the hon’ble memlief w’ho has just sat down 
and I think no greater condemnation of the Budget can be produced 
than the'vspeech he has just concluded. For the two points which he 
has made in criticising the Budget, coining as italoes fr6m a ‘member 
of ihe European party, cis more damaging to the Budget than the 
remarks of those*. who attack it more vehemently. He has expressed 
ihe hope ihat there may*not be again the same unspent balance as was 
the case in the current year. Sir, wdiat better comment can there be 
of the increasing inefficiency and incapacity of the Government thar 
this? If they fail to make disbursements in the proper year, I mean, 
to use funds, which they have appropriated for a particular purpose, 
of what good«» are they? What better evidence can there be of the 
fact that this Government unable to plan and even to execute any 
plan which they may have hastily sketched out? What more telling 
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criticism of the inability and inefficienoj- of Government can there be 
than the speech coming from a member who started with the explicit 
purpose of congratulating the Finance Minister on his excellently- 
produced Budgets Again, the hon’ble nienil)er who has just sat 
down remarked that in thei preseril Budget, there is no spectacular 
proposal. Sir, what more telling condemnation can there be of the 
speech delivered by the Finance Minister himself than this remark 
made by the member who has just sat down!' The Finance Minister 
tells us that there is an emergency, that people are starving, that mass 
illiteracy must be solved, that all the resources of the province must be 
pooled together, that parties should forget and sink their differences, 
and together we must try to lift Bengal out of the morass into which 
she has fallen. The hon’ble member who has just sat down and who 
congratulated the Finance Minister observed that there was nothing 
spectacular, nothing imaginative, nothing cousiruotive in the Budget 
presented by the Finance Minister. 

I take another suggestion made by an hou’ble member this after- 
noon, that the Hon’ble Finance Minister had at one time shown 
capacity for enterj)rise and daring, but to-day he seems crushed under 
the burden of responsibilities which have been placed upon him. And 
it seems to me. Sir, that this burden has proved too onerous for him. 
That is why, instead of giving a bold lead to the province and instead 
of planning a policy on a generous scale, he has given us a pedestrian 
budget, an unimaginative budget and has frittered away the resources 
of the province and tinkered with the problems that face us to-day. 
If the problems arc to l)e solved they must be faced boldly and 
radically; mere tinkering here and there will not do, but a profound 
alteration in the social structure of Bengal must be attempted. 

It is not without a certain amount of amusement that 1 read the 
remark of the Hon'ble Finance Minister towards the end of the 
speech which he delivered here, where he tried to shut out this House 
from expressing any enthusiasm or any voice in the shaping of the 
policy of this province, by saying that we are not the representatives 
of the i)eople.w He says that it is not unlikely that in their natural 
anxiety for quick results the people’s representatives in the Lower 
House may on occasion seek to get through measiyes in a hurry. 
Sir, we are supposed to be a Hou.se of Elders, and this House of Elders, 
has in liis opinion lost the energy and enthusiasm of you^h. We are 
expected to serve merely as a clog upon the attempts of the Lower House 
to ameliorate the condition of province. But, Sir, I do not admit 
that there is any justification Jor the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
having such an opinion of us. I do not say that his Budget is not a 
competent Budget, so far as it goes, I agree that it is a competent 
Budget, but I should like to say that it is not a Statesman’s Budget but 
a Bankers’ Budget. In spite of the protests 'and professions of the 
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Hon^bie Finance Minister, Ms Budget is not made by one who is 
conscious of a state of emergency in the province, whose heart is 
touched by the sufferings of the people and who wants their condition 
to be ameliorated. Looked at from such a point of view, the present 
Budget is a hopeless failure./ ^ 

Sir, I propose now to make certain definite comments with regard 
to some points in the Budget. The first thing which strikes me in the 
Budget is the rise in the revenue in the Excise Department. This is a 
very disturbing feature. Government have been telling us that they 
want to introduce prohibition in Bengal. They have also been telling 
us that as a matter of fact prohibition has actually been introduced in 
the district of Noakhali. But if the results are an increase in the 
Excise revenue, then it is a rather incongruous statement for Govern- 
ment to make. From year to year our Excise revenue has been in- 
creasing. In the year 11)35, it was 1 crore and 33 lakhs. In 1936, it 
was 1 (Tore 36 lakhs; in 193,7 it w'as 1 crore 54 lakhs; in the Budget 
estimates for 1938-39, it wr.s 1 crore 56 lakhs, in the revised Budget 
estimate it increased to one crore and 57 lakhs and this year it is 1 
crore 57 lakhs. Sir, I fail to understand how in the course of five 
years, there sljould be such an increase unless the Government follow 
a policy of increasing consumption. It has iiici*ea8ed by 24 lakhs in 
the course of four years, and if this is the result of the prohibition ' 
that this Government can give us, then, Sir, the less that is said about 
it, the better for all concerned. 

Again, Sir, the Finance Minister has suggested (he imposition of 
certain new taxes in order to finance nation-building departments. I 
shall later come to the question whether there are any proposals for 
nation-building departments in the Budget which has been presented 
to us, but if income is to be had, why should everyone pay tax in the 
same manner as has been suggested in the proposals of the Finance 
Minister? HeVe I find myself completely in agreement with the 
remarks made by the hon’ble member who spoke just before me. It is 
surely iniquitous to lev> the same tax upon a person who draws 
Rs. 2,000 a year and upon a person who draws Rs. 2,000 a month. The 
argument stressed by {Jtie Finance Minister is that it may otherwise come 
under the mischief of the Government of India Act, 1935. It is con- 
tended that if the tax is not graduated, it may be objected to by the 
Governmegi of India. This is only an apprehension on the part of the 
Finance Minister and is not I think enough \o justify the imposition 
of such a poll-tax. Without levying tax directly on income of a 
particular incumbent, graduation may be done in such a way that it 
will not come under the mischief of the income-tax. In this way, a 
smaller amount of taj wil ke levied on those who are in the lower scales 
of income and more can be realiwd from those who are capable of pay- 
ing a higher tax. 
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^gain, the Finance Minister has only flirted wijh the idea of agri- 
cultural income-tax, but I fail to see why he has not taken courage 
from what has been done in other provinces of India. I mighf point 
out to him 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Province, not 
provinces. A professor is expected to speak on facts. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Bihar has ceriainly introduced the 
agricultural income-tax. 

It was suggested in tliis House some two years ago that agricultural 
income-tax should be intrfwiuced in Bengal. It is often complained that 
members on this side of the House iieA^er offer any suggestion and that 
they only criticise the Budget. Suggestions have been thrown to liim, 
and if he is not*eapal)le of taking* advantage of these suggestions, 1 am 
afraid that the members of the Ojiposition cannot help it. He has also 
received suggestions about a tax on the turnover of jute products in 
this province. There are other ways and avenues of realising money 
from Wiose who are capable of paying, but unfortunately the Finance 
Minister has not shown any desire of taxing those, but has fallen back 
upon the most obvious inetbod which in many cases involve hardship 
upon those who are unable to bear such hardships. 

Again, Sir, I might refer to the Bengal Jute Ordinance, 1938, the 
conditions under which it w’as introduced and withdrawn and the way 
in which the Legislature was hoodwinked. For, if the Oovernnient 
did not know that a crisis was impending In the jute industry only two 
weeks before the Legislature was prorogued, one cannot admire their 
intelligence and efficiency. If on the other hand, they knew that a 
crisis was impending, what justification was there for proroguing the 
Houses of Legislature and then suddenly springing the Ordinance upon 
the astonished people of the province? With regarc^ to other remarks 
which have been made in connection with the Jute Ordinam^f, I do not 
propose to make any comments, but this 1 would say. Tbe way in 
which the Jute Ordinance w^as promulgated and the way in which it 
was wHhdrf^^n are equally mysterious and amazing and will probably 
bear a lot of scrutiny. • 

Sir, I then come to the question of increases in t4ie cost of adminis- 
tration. The Finance Minister has been telling us in his speeches that 
democracy is expensive and that new services have to be paid for. We 
have also been told that the two Houses of T^egislature involve increased 
charges upon the revenues of the province. But if we look at the 
Civil Secretariat Department, thfe amount of increase in it is out of all 
proportion to the amount of service that these increases' are supposed 
to justify. In 193o-f36 the Civil Secretariat coftt a little over 13 lakhs; 
in 1936-37 this was reduced, and the expenditure wajj less than 13 
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lakhs; in 1937-38 it was over 18 lakhs; in the Budget for 1938-39 it 
was almost 21 lakhs, but in thte revised estimate it has exceeded 21 
lakhs, "it is almost 21^ lakhs; and in the present Budget estimate it is 
22 lakhs 31 thousand. 

Similarly, in the case of General Adminiptration also, the increase 
is significant. In 1935 the total charges under General Administration 
were 1 crore 29 lakhs; in 1936-37, it was about 1 crore 34 lakhs; in 
1937-38 over one crore 49 lakhs; in the revised estimate of 1938-39, 1 
crore 47 lakhs and in the Budget estimates for this year it is over one 
crore 58 lakhs. In this way, in the course of hardly five years, about 
30 lakhs of rupees have been added to the charges of administration, 
and I do not think that the Finance Minister can say that the whole 
of the amount is due to the cost of the two Houses of the Legislature. 

Well, Sir, my hon’ble friend Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 
has referred to the **Azad** in a way to which I do not want to add any 
further remarks. But I will bnly reiterate what he has said with 
regard to the justification or otherwise of patronising papers by 
Government subsidy or to the utility of having additional publications 
by the Government itself when it is subsidizing papers so heavily as this. 
What the conditions are under which this grant is to be made, what the 
purposes are for which this grant is necessary, what the objects are 
for which the money will be utilized are questions which I would 
ask the Hori’ble Finance Minister to answer to his conscience. We 
do not expect any answer to this question, but if he is satisfied that it 
is a justified expenditure and if to his own conscience he can justify a 
grant to a private individual whose past, if 1 may say so, is rather 
shady, and if granfs to private individuals in this way are justified, 
well, we have no quarrel with him. * But I would say that he has no 
right to waste the finances of the province, he has no right to give away 
something which is not his own. Also there is the point that if 
subsidies uve to lie given in this way to particular papers, what is the 
point in having a l^ublicity Department as asked by Khan Sahib Abdul 
Hamid ChowdliuryP What is the point in publishing two weeklies 
which I may tell the Hon^ble Finance Minister, are being looked 
the paper is sent may lo6*k at it. Sir, has this Government any justi- 
fication for wasting the public money in this way? 

Sir, I will^not go into details about the administration of tlie Police 
or increajje in the cost of the administration of other departments. 
But I will say a few words about primary education. Before 1 take 
that up, 1 would like to draw^ the attention of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister to the extremely inadequate provision made for adult education 
in his present lludget. We are told that 13 thousand rupees have been 
provided for adult edifcation. If the Finance Minister thinks that 
13 thousand rupees are enough to provide adult education in this 
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province, or even to make a decent start, well, he is, I wilji say, 
optimistic, in a province like Bengral, where mass illiteracy is almost 
universal, it is surely over-optimistic to expect that 18 thousand w^ill 
go any length in liquidating Uiat illiteracy. In the education grant, 
12 lakhs of rupees marks the increase over the revi.sed estimates for 
the year 1988-89. 12 lakhs more are to he spent for education, but out 
of this increase, only 18 thousand were thought tit to lie devoted for 
the purposes of adult education ! 

This also brings me to a goiieral feature which one finds throughout 
the Budget. Throughout the Budget, grants have been made to those 
who do not need it so much, but have not been made to those who 
require them. It is the colleges in (Silent ta, which have been given 
greater help than the colleges in the mofussil. It is,thi‘ Imspitals in 
Calcutta that have received more grants tlnm those in the mofussil; 
it is the Sadar hospitals whicli have ht^en given more help, while pro- 
vision for medical facilities in the rural* areas is woefully inadequate, 
Here, I think Government have definitely failed in providing any 
adequate scheme for bringing medical relief within the reach of 
persons living in the ru?iil areas of Bengal. Sir, 1 will take only one 
figure in regard to Piihlic Health. For anti-malaria scheme last 
year provision was made for 2,20,000, but out of this provision only 
67,000 could be utilized. Are we to understand that malaria has 
vanished from Bengal, or aj*e we to find here one more example of the 
incompetency, or perhaps worse, of the Government. Itupt^es 2,20,0(M) 
is little enough in dealing with the malaria problem in Bengal and yet 
even out of this 2,20,000, only 67,000 could be spent by this Govern- 
ment. The rest is an instance of unspent balance to whicli my 
honourable friend from the European group lias referred. 

Now, Sir, I come to the question of primary education. This year 
the provision for primary education is only about if lakh more tlian 
that of last year. In the year 1987 about 27 lakhs Vere prfjvided for 
primary education. In the Budget for 1988, this was raised to 82 
lakhs, i.e.j a rise of 5 lakhs, and this year the Budget provides for 
33‘4 lakhs, only an increavSe of one lakh. Yet we are told by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister that crores are required in order to 
give primary education to the province of Bengal as a whole. I for 
one cannot accept the figures suggested by the Hon*ble Finance 
Minister, and I am myself convinced that primary education could be 
tackled in Bengal within 2J epres. A recurring expenditure of 2J 
crores a year is quite adequate to meet the cost of primary education 
in Bengal. I shall give him some figures which migh^t lead him fe 
correct the estimate which he has placed. , He has provided for roughly 
40 lakhs of pupils in Bengal of the ages between 6 and f) and he 
estimates that on the basis of three-teacher schools for *90 boys, this 
will involve an expenditure of 4i cnores of rupees. 1 think these 
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figures are wrong. Because the figure he has given, that is Bs. 12 per 
child is not necessary in the conditions in which we find ourselves in 
Bengal to-day. In a village, Bs. 15 for a scthool teacher is often 
enough. I think the Hon’ble Finance Minister cannot deny that 
Bs. 15 in a village is equal to Bs. f30 in a town. If we pay Bs. 30 in a 
town, we can get quite qualified graduate teachers. Thus, if w^e are 
prepared to pay Bs. 15, if we have two school teachers for every 50 
students, a teacher on Bs. 15 and tlie other getting Bs. 10, that makes 
Bs. 25 per school, in that case the cost^per child comes to something 
like Bs. 0 per annum. At this rate for 40 lakhs of pupils, it will come 
to 2'40 crores a little less than Bs. crores? One can economise even 
further, by having three-teacher schools on Rs. 15 + 10 + 10 for schools 
with 90 children. In that case the (;ost per pupil w+11 be less than 
Bs. 5 per year and in that case also the cost will be about 2 crores and 
not 4J crores as has been suggested by the Finance Minister. I am 
sure nobody will for a moment* deny that if you spend 4i crores, the 
result will be better than if you spend 2J crores. As the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has declared, we must cut our coat according to oun- cloth. 
We must not first choose upon the particular style of coat and then say 
we have not got suffi(‘ient cloth, and therefore w’e cannot have the coat 
at all. 

We cannot (piite follow the suggestion of the Finance Minister that 
without education cess there can be no primary edu(‘ation. To my 
mind that is a case of trying to defraud the country, l>ecause we know 
•that in the preseiit economic (‘ondition of the country, Education ccss 
is impossible. Therefore to say that ‘‘no education without Education 
cess’’ really implies that they are not prepared to give education to the 
masses of the ])rovince. They are posti)()ning the evil day, if 1 may say 
so, because if there is proper education in the pn)vince, if there is 
quicker political coasciou.sness among the people of our province, many 
persons who are to-day able to exploit the sentiments of the people, 
many persons who are able to exploit the prejudices and superstition 
of the ])eople, will not perhaps find themselves in the position in which 
they now’ are. .Therefore it is not surprising that this Government is 
trying in every way, directly or indirectly, to postpone the evil day 
when primary et^lication may be universally effected throughout the 
whole of Bengal. 

I do not propose to take very much more time of the House, but 
I would conclude by repeating what I ^ave said earlier. So far as the 
mere statement of the financial position of the province goes, so far as 
toerely carrying on of the administration goes, there is nothing much 
to quarrel about in the^ Budget. It h quite competent from that point 
of view. But w^e do not want a merely competent Budget from the 
Finance Minister, particularly in view of the emergency to which he 
has referred time and again, and what has surprised me most in the 
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Budget is the divergence between the professions * of the Finance 
Minister and his practice. He has professed infinite sympathy jyith 
the ‘‘man behind the plough'’ and with the downtrodden masses, he 
has talked of economic justi(*e, he has talked of a state of emergency, 
• in which he has advised ditferentf sections to unite their resources and 
stand shoulder to shouldej- and pull Bengal out of the morass in which 
she has fallen. But, Sir, in the Budget as presented, there is no sign 
of planning and money is simply frittered away in a hundred end one 
odd schemes. A little grant is given here and there, and very often 
the suspicion comes in that suph grants are made, not because the 
scheme merits such a grant, but probably because they are intended in 
the interests of certain peAons who have to be satisfied so that the 
discontent of a particular gJoup of persons or individuals may not be 
allowed to go beyond a certain limit. It is the lack of planning which 
is the most striking feature of the Budget that has been presenled to 
U8. 


As another instance of haphazard mpthods, I want to mention before 
this Hojise the appointment of a large number of special (‘ommiltees 
sometime before the no-confidence motions were moved during the last 
session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. In one day or 1 think in 
two days, copies of Extraordinary Gazette after Extra- 
ordinary Gazette appeared as if out of nowhere ! Sir, the 
Finance Minister, is always fond of talking of Alladin’s lamp, 
he is always saying that he cannot produce rabbits out of his hat! 
But ai that time Government were really producing rabbits out of 
their hats ! Every moniing, every noon, every afternoon new commiltees 
were appointed and appeared on the scene — committees very often 
without any definite line of action, without any definite scheme to work 
upon and without any definite ])rogramine. If in one day Government 
could find it possible to plan out so many committees, why does not 
Government divert some qf this energy and resouitws ^owaids framing 
a plan for the province as a wlxde over long-term scdieinesJ^ • 

Finally, Sir, I would conclude by saying that it seems bj me that 
the loan* whic!h the Finance Minister proposes to float is not justified 
even on the ground which he has himself stated* If there is a state of 
emergency, why should public money be wanted upon buildings at 
this time P Why should we waste as much as 24 lakhs which is the figure 
for Civil Works? Why •could not these buildings he posponed for a more 
favourable day? Why must they be taken up when there is a state of 
emergency? If a loan has to bd taken, maay of those schemes could 
Wait; the enormous expenditure fidgeted for Civil Works of the type 
projected could easily wait. 

Now, Sir, I have done. I would conclude by repeating what has 
been said by hon’ble members on this side *of the Hou^e. If there 
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were proper plan’d, industrial plans for the whole of Bengal, plans 
whicjb we, from this side of the House, have on many occasions sug- 
gested to the Finance Minister, then we would extend full co-operation 
to Government. I may repeat that there are certain industries in which 
Bengal has natural advantages, — industries Jike cotton-spinning, heavy 
chemical industries, and industries like jute. If Government are 
prepared to undertake any of these industries on a large scale, if, . 
they waiil to lake up any sclieine which will ilo real good to the province, 
then there would he no harm in raising a loan. But to raise a loan to 
meet the. current expenditure of Government and at the same time to 
inflate the Budget by including expenditure on Civil Works and other 
unnecessary projects which could wait — seems to he economically unjus- 
tiflable. 

I now close by repeating the appeal which the Finance Minister 
himself has thrown out to us. We are always ready to co-operate 
with Government, if only we are assured that this desire of co- 
operation is not merely verhAl or word of mouth alone. If the desire 
is one meant to he translated into action, they will get our co-op?ration. 
Time and again we have offered our co-operation to the Cabinet, but 
that co-operation will always he on (certain definite terms. It may he 
stated that our terms were not a(*(*epted by the Cabinet as a whole, hut 
when the Chief Minister comes and makes his statement, we naturally 
think that he is speaking on behalf of the Cabinet, that it is the voice 
of the Cabinet. The terms we offered were published in the newspapers 
and even then there was no contradiction from the side of the Gov- 
ernment as a whole, and yet these terms were not honoured. I, there- 
fore, say that if Government w'ant our co-operation, they must first prove 
that they deserve it. 


Mr. ^fUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, I am sorry I cannot 
congratulate the Finance Minister on his presentation of the Budget 
this year, with that fullness of heart which I did last year. Of course, 
T am conscious that this Budget has been prepared under circumstances 
of great difficulties ovtr which the Finance Minister had no control. 
I am afraid, Sii;, that the high hopes that were raised by his Budget 
speech of the year before and the spirit of buoyancy wliich formed its 
key-note doe^ not run the w^hole gamut of his, Budget speech of this 
year. There is something halting in it and it appears that something 
has happened which has prevented the Finance Minister from 
making his Budget on that high p^ane. Of course, I do not offer 
indiscriminaie criticism. I made some suggestions last year for 
consideration by the Gabinet*, but they do not find a place in the 
Budget. The first thing that strikes us most is that there is no 
comprehensive scheme, no larger grant for primary education, and in 



1939:] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


30T 


the note appended to tlhe printed speech of the Finance Minister, no 
hopes have been given of a scheme for compulsory primary education 
throughout the whole province. In his first speech lie held out high 
hopes that Government was going to initiate a comprehensive scheme but 
that the cost stood in tlie way. The statement shows tliat the Govern- 
ment of Bengal is moving tlie Government of India for necessary funds 
and there is no knowing when the Government of India could be 
persuaded to agree to the new taxation which will be available for the 
Government of Bengal, for ]>roviding iiec'essary fund.s for introducing 
the much-needed primary ediirtition in this province. It appears that 
the Government is fully aware of the primary importance of primary 
education, ami it has been admitted by the Finance Minister in more 
than one speech that this is a task of outstanding importance. But 
in spite of all that, I find on a comparison of the figures from the 
Budget of 1984-35 that there has been an increase of about 27 lakhs 
under head “Education”, but ouf of tha^ sum of 27 lakhs, 10 lakhs has 
been added to the cost of the University education, 9 lakhs to the 
cost of^the secondary education, and only 8 lakhs has been added for 
primary education. From this it appears that Bimgal is spending the 
highest amount on higlher education and jiractically primary educ.a- 
tion is starved in consequence. Apart from that, expenditure on 
educalion in Bengal is the lowest as compared with that of oiher 
provinces, [r apjiears ihat on an average, Madras spends 1 crore 91 
lakhs for primary education, Bomliay 1 crore 40 laklis, the Punjab 89 
lakhs, and Bengal on an average 62 to 64 lakhs a year, including 
receipts from private sources, so that the Government’s average ex- 
penditure comes to only 27 or 28 lakhs. This is a drop in the ocean! 
And A^’lhat has been the result!" The result has been very disastrous 
to the province of Bengal. Bengal whicli once led the intellectual life 
in India and which was once the foremost in the field of e»lucation, 
has now' fallen into a state of degradation. Out^of five crores of 
Bengal’s population, only half a crore is literate, ^accordiyg to the 
last (!ensus of 1981. This is a s^ale of things over which no patriotic 
Indian wdio loves his own country will look askan(‘e. {^ir, what 
is the ffause * 0 ! such an awful state — the reason is no doubt the low 
expenditure on primary education. There is a^iother factor, Sir, which 
has contrihiited to this state of things, and thai is the prevalence 
of one-teacher schools in tlie provin(!e. Out of 44 thousand primary 
schools in Bengal for hoys, about 22 thousand primary schools are 
one-teacher schools, and out of 16 thousand primary schools for girls, 
about 14 thousand are one-teacher schools. It is the opinion of experts 
and it has also been proved heyond doubt that boys and girls 
who read in these schools do not obtain literacy, and they are taken 
away before they reach an advanced stage. Sp that the money spent 
on these schools is simply a waste and much human material is 
also wasted. What is the number of the bo.ys and girls reading in 
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these schools? In these 22 thgusand schools about 7 lakhs boys and 
about* 5 lakhs girls read in the one-teacher school. And I ask the 
Finance Minister as well as* the responsible Cabinet if they can 
countenainre the continuance of this state of things for ever? Sir, 
have they done anything to improve these schools, when there is no 
certainty about the introduction of universal free primary education? 
Jn the ineaniinie, if sufficient money were allotted for improving these 
schools, I think they would have done good work instead of increasing 
the grant on higher education to the starvation of primary education. 

Then there is anotiher aspect still, -^namely, the aspect of the 
removal ol mass illiteracy, — on which subject only 14 thousand has 
been set apart. Sir, comparison is a very bad thing, and I do not 
like to comi>are the Government of Bengal’s doings in this matter with 
those of other provinces. But, Sir, a Ihopc was held before us that 
a scheme of propaganda for voluntary primary education must be 
initiated, but w’e find no indication of it in the present Budget. There 
is no increase in the grant for the removal of mass illiteracy and the 
establishment of village libraries. In another aspect of village life 
also, tlmt is, as regards providing for medical relief, I find tJiat the 
Budget is also wanting in that respect. The grant which was initiated 
last year has been discontinued, i.e., the grant for establisHiment of 
dispensaries in villages. T do not know^ wdiat induced the present Gov- 
ernment to discontinue this grant. 

1 do not find any mention of prohibition a scheme relating to which 
has been adopted by Government. There is no mention whether the 
experimenf which w^as made in Noakhali would be continued in other 
disf riels. That presents a sad contrast wdth the activities of other 
provinces. 

Coming to the (dher aspect, that is providing cheap facility for 
the removal of indebtedness of the peasantry, of which much was 
said in th§ speech of the Hon’ble Minister, I do not find any adequate 
grant to the Agricultural Banks or additional grant for establishment of 
more Land Mortgage Banks in Bengal. Of (‘ourse, 1 am conscious of 
the fact that committees after <*ommittees have been set for ‘investigation 
and submission of reporU regarding the various matters affecting the 
public life of Bengal. With all respect, I must admit that I have no 
faith in these committees, and my humble opinion is this, that when 
Government ^ant to shelve a thing it forms a committee, and in this 
connection 1 can cite the example of Moslem Educational Advisory 
Committee. Though that committee was appointed in 1931, it sub- 
mitted its report in 1934; but up to this time, 1939, no decision of the 
Government Wis published in spite of insistent demands. So, perso- 
nally speaking, I have no faith in committees. If there is a determined 
effort and if there is concerted action, I think Government can do 
something, of course, with the support and co-operation of the people. 
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There is another matter in the Biidgret discussion which should be 
Avoided as much as possible; but my friend Khan Sahib Abdul ILftiiid 
Chowdhiiry has set an example before us and 1 am teinpted to follow that 
example, that is want ot accommodation in tihe C^hittaj^oii^^ Tollegfe. 

*The people of Chitta^ng are agitating for the extension of that college. 
No fund has been provided for that and there is a very great necessity 
for an LA. college for girls in (bittagong. No fund has been pro- 
vided for that also. 

With these few words, I would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister 
is that this Budget though presentable, it cannot be said to be 
satisfactory on all points. • 

*' 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: l/ir, this year the Budget has 
been quite a tame performance full of dull platitudes, useless genera- 
lisations and fruitless homilies bearing the old bureaucratic impression 
ill-l)e-fitting a democratic Finance Minister, Judging from the previous 
speakers^ of the other sections it is still a thankless outcome. 

Sir, the Finance Minister has chosen to be (»ver-(‘autious in his 
statements and has advisedly avoided large promises and big assurances 
, this year. But, Sir, it is no compliment to the financial head of 
the province with all the Government resources at his command if he 
fails to anticipate the economic .set-back which even the man in the 
street could have ])rophesied. It is simply crying over spill milk now 
to attribute all the fluctuations to domestic and international (complica- 
tions, because tho.^e factors were present from before, when last year’s 
Budget was prepared. 

Sir, the proposals for fresh iaxatiims (cannot And favour with us when 
there is this economic distress all round staring us in the face. Such 
a resolution on the part of the Government at such a time 
is wholly inopjxjrtune anH irrational and needs to be whole-heartedly 
opposed. There are already numeroii.s direct and indirect taxes in 
Bengal and some very galling* in their incidence. Sir, funds have to 
be realised frtmi the toji-heavy administrative charges and by rational 
adjustment of our income and expenditure. 

Retrenchment of pay and curtailment of the scales in the lower 
grades will hardly solve the difficulties. What we have^got U) do is 
to abolish some of tl!e fat-salaried posts, sinecure berths, posts of 
experts existing in name only and cutting down expenses on beads of 
Law, Order and Justice to keep pace with our necessary expenses and 
by rapidly provincialising the services and also by giving full effect 
to the recommendation of the various Retrenchment Conrfmittees. The 
posts of the Divisional Commissioners, Inspectetr-Generals of Registra- 
tion and Excise, Members of the Board of Revenue, some qf the District 
and even High Court Judges could wj[;ll be aWished without any 
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prejudice to public service, specially when the Finance Minister admits 
that there has been a dearth in litigations and a fall of revenue on that 
head. 

Sir, there will be no necessity for levying the new taxations on 
trades and professions if half of the grant allotted for police buildings 
and the other half from the capital grants allotted to the different higher 
educational institutions nnd newspapers are held up this year in the 
exigency of the financial situuti(»n. If J remember aright, only very 
recently the Premier in a statement wliile opening the Press Office at 
tilie Writers’ Buildings assured the imblii* tjiat it is not the policy of 
lihe Ooverinnent to sulisidise iin> newspajxTs. In this way the 
Finance Minister will he a])Ie to come hy G or 7 lakhs which he expects to 
realise from the taxation measures on trades and professions. 

Sir, it is universally appreciated tlial the taxation on dog-racing has 
been introduced and I am sure it will be whole-heartedly supported by 
everyone in this House, but iaxatioris on professions and callings are 
condemned by each and everyone. 

Sir, I want to invite the attention of the Finance Minister " to tihe 
article in the current number of the “Modern Review” disclosing tihe 
most unsatisfactory state of affairs in the Royal Asiatic Society of 
Bengal as regards its manipulation of public funds before any amount 
is in future granted to that body from our provincial resources. Sir, 
we have some vague statements about our commitment on some special 
committees and special officers. But before we can bless them we 
would have liked to he told how much they have already cost us, how 
much they will still cost us and wUmi (|ualitv and quantity has been 
turned out by them. 

The Floud ( ommissioii has failed to evoke the stir and admiration 
that was expected of it. Let us wait and see what are its ultimate 
achievements for^ all the monies spent on it. 

Sir, the allotments for agricultural improvement, village reconstruc- 
tion, meflical relief, primary education and such like vital needs of the 
masses have been extremely meagre. By cutting off some of the ex- 
penses in unimportant departments and avoiding duplication of 
stmlies in the two Universities, some funds could have been saved to 
feed primary education and medical relief. 

Travelling dispensaries in motor cars and boats should he started 
to move about from village to village, as in Bihar. 

Sir, it pains me to find that no provision has been made for the 
wide-spread physical culture and education of our boys and girls in this 
province altfliough it has been a crying necessity of the hour. 

The expenditure on.* the Police head has been curtailed only to find 
it being expended hy the Criminal Investigation Department. A eooth- 
iiig e^e-wash^ ! * 
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Sir, in conclusion I have to say tihat it is the prime duty of a Finance 
Minister to guide the policy of a Government on sound financial lines 
only, without seeking to create opportunities to catch, votes against any 
eventualities. 

* Rai SATIS CHANDRA MUKHERJI Bahadur; Sir, 1 am thankful 
to the Hon’ble Finance Minister for making larger provisions 
under certain heads of the Budgel. 1 do not propose io speak 
generally on the entire matter, Imi I shall (online myself to certain 
features of the Budget. 

a 

Sir, the first thing that I shall like to refer to is the Education 
Budget. Sir, if one refeVs to the Hon ’hie Finance Minister’s 
speech delivered in the Lower House, at pages 22 and 23, it will 
appear that the Government has felt that there are other communities 
in the province who also retjuire help in the matter of education. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister said in his speech that he has made 
an additional provision of 1 lakh for awarding sc^holarships to deserving 
students. Out of this, GO thousand will be earmarked for Muslim 
students,* 20 thousand for scheduled caste students and 20 thousand for 
others. It has been prefaced by another remark that there are other 
persons in the society who do not come within the category of scheduled 
• castes, but they are very near that. But I venture to think and submit 
that the cost of education recently has risen so much in the province 
that it is becoming increasingly difficult for all classes of people in 
the province to get their boys educated, and 1 would appeal to the 
Hon’blu Finance Minister to consider this aspect and to provide more 
money for the communities who do not come within the communities 
provided for in the Budget. 

Sir, another thing to which I would draw the attention of the 
House is the inadeijuate provision for Sanskrit tols. An additional 
sum of Ks. 10,000 for Sanskrit tols is a drop lu the ocean. It is 
impossible to foster Sanskrit education and to help the Puiidii’ti in tols 
and their work by giving small doles from this 10,000, and I would 
ask the Government to consider this matter. 

Sir, another thing to which I also like to»draw attention is Hie 
provision made for training of students in agriculture *and the scholar- 
ships for technical and industrial education. Sir, for agricultural 
training a sum of Rs. 4.4 thousand has been provided as ficholarsbips, 
and 10 thousand by way of scholarships for technical and industrial 
training. This 14 thousand plus^O thousand, that is, Rs. 24 thousand 
for agricultural education and foV industrial and technical training 
in a province like Bengal is, to say the least, most ina\leqaate. If 
you want to solve unemployment, you must enoourage industry, and 
certainly as things now stand, you cannot send your countrymen for 
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education in foreign countries in those matters, and for that a provi- 
sion of only 10 thousand is r/diculous. Sir, Bengal is an agricultural 
province, and a sum of Rs. 14 thousand only for training of students 
in agriculture in the United Kingdom is similarly inadequate. If 
there is to be an attempt made to solve unemployment, if there is a 
desire to create more avenues for employment, money must 
be more usefully and plentifully spent in educating your 
boys in foreign countries in those matters, so that they may come up 
and start new careers in their home districts. Sir, with regard to 
medical aid, I would like to draw the attention of the House to one 
particular matter which concerns my district of Hooghly, I mean the 
Hooghly Imambara Hospital. The Imambara Hospital, Sir, is a very 
useful institution. My hon’ble friend Mr. Kabir has said in his speech 
that grants to district hospitals are not really doing any good to the 
rural side of the country. This description is not accurate, Sir. The 
hospitals in the Sadar or subdivisional centres do cater as much to the 
townsmen as to the rural pedple, and the rural people always come to 
these district and subdivisional hospitals, as we know from our experi- 
ence. Tlierefore, it behoves the (jovernment to strengthen t»he Sadar 
and subdivisional hospitals so that they could be availed of by the 
rural people in larger measure than now. There is some amount of 
private mon(‘y available for this purpose, and if the Imambara 
Hospital which is a great institution bearing a great name, — if the 
Government find some money for the improvement of this hospital 
with the fund which is available, I submit that this hospital can be 
improved and it will be a great boon to the district where it exists. 
Sir, 1 cannot comment on the question of taxation, because we are 
all opposed to it. It is admitted in the Finance Minister’s 
speech that to-day in the country, the economic problem is 

extremely acute and in the face of this admission, imposition of 
new taxation is to say the least most inconsistent. I will further say, 
Sir, that this imposition of a tax of Rs. 80 a year on professions, 
callings and employment is open to two objections. The first objec- 
tion is the question of double taxation. The phrase “double taxation” 
has become notorious in the country. Double taxation is always 
objectionable, and thase people whom the Finance Minister is going 
to tax are also^being taxed in the municipalities in which they live 
under the Bengal Municipal Act. This tax was not known before the 
year 1982, &nd it is only since the new Municipal Act was introduced 
that this taxation has come into existence, and to-day another taxation 
is going to be introduced. The se^^ond objection to taxation that I 
would like to urge is the uniform *payment of Rs. 30. This uniform 
payment of« Rs. 30 by all people irrespective of their income is 
productive of the greatest hardship, and this point should have been 
considered. I do not understand the other taxation on dog-racing. 
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Probably the principle is safety, because smaller anamals can be more 
easily dealt with than bigger animals' If that is thr principle, Sir, 
then I have no objection. Because everybody likf^s to keep himself 
within a safety zone. The question is why not a lax on horse-racing, 
why is it excluded? Is it the case that in that case the money that 
will be realised would be smaller than what would he realised from 
dog-racing ? 

Then, Sir, I want to enter an emphatic protest against the contribu- 
tion to the “Azad.” Let the Government he told hy the countryside 
people that this sort of contribution to ])rivate individuals and private 
papers is most objectionable, and that they think that there is no justi- 
fication for it. As a matter of fact, as the Government incurs an enor- 
mous expenditure upon the Publicity Department and grants to other 
papers, was there any justification for this grant to “Azad”? This ex- 
periment was marie some years ago, and it was found that it was wrong 
on principle, and therefore it was not (continued. So the question is 
whether Government should ]»ersist in continuing this grant to 
‘*Azad”. Sir, my last point is this: that th(‘ question of primary 
education has b(‘en completely neglerded by (lovernment. Government 
have not provided any money for primary education. Sir. tlie greater 
the demand for primary education in the province, tlie less the response 
of Government to such demands. As a matter of fact, practically this 
is really the answer of Government to the demand made in the province 
for primary education. 

Dr. ARABIKDA BARUA: Sir, the Budget presented by the 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister is characterised by two new features 
— a deficit of 87 lakhs and a proposal for the imposition of two new 
taxation measures. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister proposes to meet the deficit by 
a loan of a crore. He ia sceptical regarding the l\;V(*nue from taxation 
being sufficiently elastic to meet the increasing expenditure* ^n nation- 
building departments. Yet for meeting the present deficit l/e proposes 
a leant This is rather objectionable because, as he himself admits, 
India is a country of unjust and iuequitabj^ inequalities of wealth. 
That inequality is being further intensified b^'^ these publics borrowings 
— borrowings imposing a direct and real burden on the nation, by 
transferring wealth ,from the poor, from the younger to the older 
generation, from the active to the passive elements in the economic 
life of the nation. For pureH commercial undertakings, such loans 
are justified but otherwise the deficit should not have been met from 
taxation. 

I welcome the tax on dog-racing and suggest extension of similar 
taxes on other forms of betting, e.g., crossword puzzje competition. 
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foot-ball pools, sweeps, etc. Taxes are not merely for re^nue pur- 
poses but they also serve a social end by discouraging all sorts of 
predatory, parasitic and socially harmful activities. 


1 also wehjome the ungraduated tax on professions, etc., but plead 
for a certain amount of leniency for incomes between Rs. 2,000—5,000. 
I suggest a tax of Rs. 50 or even Rs. 75 for persons paying income 
tax on Rs. 5,000, and over. For people having income between 
Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 5,000, it will cause hardship as besides income-tax, 
they have to pay li(;ence fees to municipalities, etc. 

The Hon^ble Finance Minister has expressed, as he did last year, 
his deep concern for the question of middle-class unempolyment. To 
grapi)]e with tliis problem effectively there are three things necessary, 
namely, training, equality of opportunity and extension of field. 
Government can only directly secure the first, provide a favourable 
environment for the second and indirectly assist in securing the third. 
Regarding training, there are two types of institutions in the West, 
namely, strictly professional and the University. In India, thgre is a 
tendency for the two to merge into each other and this is to be strongly 
deprecated. 


It must be admitted that Government have been doing a lot in 
'exploring avenues of employment. Special Ofiicers have been appoint- 
ed and 8pe(dal communities are sitting and it is to be seen what will be 
the result of their labours. 


Regarding retrenchment, only one point need be stressed. The 
Finance Minister is a bit sceptical regarding supply of qualified and 
efficient officers if salary be lowered. In these days of middle-class 
unemployment, this is not correct. Nor will it be correct to say that 
non -Government appointments carry higher s(‘ales of pay. 

8ir, I ‘should now like to switch ofi to a subject in which I am 
personally intei'ested. Being the only Buddhist member in the Provin- 
cial Legislature, 1 cannot let go this opportunity without fsaying a few 
words on behalf of the ^uddhist community. 

Last year durihg the Budget discussion, I had drawn the attention 
of the Government to the helpless situation in which the Buddhist 
community of this province found themselves and suggested certain 
measures for tlie improvement of their ^ot and made an earnest appeal 
to the Government to come to their f escue. I am glad to find that 
appeal has not altogether been in vain and Government have taken 
some action, although a very insignificant one as compared to what they 
have been doing for the other communities similarly placed as the 
Buddhists. 
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The pl'ovision that has been made, of Rs. 5,000 for the Buddhist 
toLs is indeed something which was not known before in Bengal and 
the Hon^ble Finance Minister deserves to be ermgratulated on this 
happy departure from the old practice hitherto followed. This is for 
the first time that the Buddhist monasteries have been able to secure 
the support of the Government for their educational activities. Though 
the sum of Rs. 5,000 cannot be quite adequate for their puiqiose, still 
It cannot be said to be too bad for a beginning. Now that the Govern- 
ment have realised the importance of the role played by the Buddhist 
monasteries as the disseminators of an ancient culture, 1 hope with the 
passage of time increasing provisions will be made for them in tlie 
future. 

In the Budget a small provision of a sum of Rs. 900 has been made 
for the Nalanda* Vidyabhavan in Calcutta, which is a central Pall 
Institute that is intended to be the nucleus of a Buddhist University 
with the different monasteries all over. the country as its affiliat(‘d 
institutions. The sum of Rs. 900 for an institution of this kind is 
absolufely inadequate. At present the Vidyabhavan is housed in the 
Buddhist monastery at Bowbazar which has been the gift of a merchant 
prince of this city. Before long it will have to look for its own i)romises. 
The importance and utility of the Nalanda Vidyabhavan cannot be tot) 
exaggerated. It aims at recapturing the glories of ancient Nalanda. 
Already students from Burma, Siam and other Buddhist countries have 
'•tarted to pour in into this institution and when developed to its fullest 
slature, it will be g proud possession of Bengal. I appeal to the Gov- 
ernment to contribute handsomely to its growth by giving it a capital 
a.N well as an increased recurring grant. 

Last year, I had drawn the attention ot tlie (jovernment to the 
absence of any provision for stipends and scholarslups for Buddhist 
students. 1 am sorry to 'find that this year as well n(> special, provision 
has been made for the Buddhists so far as the scholarships and^^stipends 
are concerned. A provision of Rs. liO.OOO for scholarships, and 
Rs. 5,000 for stipends have, however, been made for what has been 
described as “others We do not know who tiiese others are. By the 
term “others” do the Government mean educationally backward commu- 
nities other than the Muslims and the scheduled castes or all the other 
communities in general? It would have been much better if a specific 
provision bad been made for the Buddhist community allotting a certain 
sum out of the provision madeVor the others. I would request the 
Government to issue instructions So the Education Department directing 
them to ear-mark certain portion of the scholarships and stipends meant 
for others, for students belonging to the Buddhist community. In this 
connexion, I would further add that the Buddhist commynity has not 
hitherto been able to secure State scbolarshfps nor anj stipends for 
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pursuing education in the Medioal College, Engineering College and so 
on. If the Government really mean to help the Buddhists, they will 
have <o open up opportunities to its members in higher spheres. 

Hitherto the Buddhist community has Ven dragging along its 
precarious existence in the oui lying parts of this province almost 
imknowui to the rest of Bengal. (Jonsidering the circumstances 
which they had been reduced to, through the stress of opposing forces, 
their (jomparative advance has been their own handiwork. The 
establishment of a few high English schools had contributed much to 
their progress. Tlie Mahamuni Anglo-Pali Institution, of which, I 
am proud to say, my late father was the founder, was the first high 
English school founded on the initiative of the Buddhists. The school 
is now dO years old. It is badly in need of a new b\iilding. The 
Aryaniaitreya Institution, another Bu<ldhist high English scdiool, 
founded in recent years at Itaozan in (Jhittagong has applied for a 
recurring grant. I draw the ijttention of the Government to the needs 
of these two institutions. 

Jjasi lime I drew the atlention of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to 
the utter backwardness of the Bhuddliist community in women’s 
education. There are no middle English vschocds not to si)eak of any 
high English schools in any of tiu* Buddhist villag(‘s. The number of 
primary schools are also very few. .No doubt there is lack of initiative 
on the part of the Buddhists themselvt‘s with regard to this matter 
and it is therefore all the more necessary that Government should 
supply tile initiative by crcuiting a fund from whicdi they can draw. 
Poor as they are and used as thc‘v have hc^en to sc*ant attention from 
the Government, they are naturally diffident about the success of any 
of their projects. If they know there is a fund from which they can 
draw, that will supply the initiative they lack in uow\ 

It is knowui history that Bengal wus the 'last stronghold of the 
Buddhist^> in India and that the Buddhists had niiich to do with the 
development of the language and literature and thought and culture 
of Bengal. But as yet, it is not fully known what the Pontrfbutions 
of the Buddhists have ^oeen. That chapter of the social history of 
Bengal has not been c'ompletely revealed yet. If Bengal is to know 
lier past thoroughly and well, it is necessary that a research scholarship 
should be founded for the purpose. It may interest the Government 
to know that the Government of Bihar have spent something like 
Rsw 8,000 in subsidising Mahapanc^ita Eahula Sankrityayana , a 
Buddhist monk, for collecting manusc/ipts from Tibet. Government of 
Bengal should' not lag behind the Government of Bihar in encouraging 
researches in Buddhism*. It may be pertinent to say in this connexion 
that the founejiation of a Chair in the University of Dacca for the study 
ol Pali and Buddhism would be a most appropriate action on the 
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pai*t of the Gavemmeiil in view of tho fact that *Vikrampore was a 
^reat seat of Buddhistic leaniino* in ancient times. 

Sir, before I coiudiide I would like to say a few words regrardin^f 
the representation of the Buddhist counminity in the public services. 
Of all the important minority communities of this province, the 
Jhiddhists an* perhaps the only community that aie most inadequately 
lepresented in posts of any importance und(*r the Oovernment. T can 
see the difficulty of tin* (Tovernmcnt in makiiic’ any separate provision 
for the Buddhists. They havt‘, of in^cessity, oot to h(> ^‘rouiiod toji^ether 
with the other minority communities. But the difficulty is; these 
minorities are in varyin^’^ decrees of advancement. While the Anpflo- 
Tndians and the Indian Christians are far advanced, flit* Buddhists 
are much ha-.-kward and so there can he no fair competition amongst 
them. Fixation of percentage in the services is now under the 
consideration ol the Government and I ho])o (lovcrnment will find out 
an equitable way for the represent atimj of the Buddhist community 
in the Public Services. T would lik(‘ to ^dd furilier that the Buddhists 
and oilier communities whi(‘h hav(‘ liitherlo remained unrepresented 
in important posts under tin* (foviu’nnn'nt should be given i)ref(‘ronee 
whenever vacancies in these posts oc(‘ur. Though it may bemffii a 
few, it offers a great imp(dus to tin* growth and advaneeimmt of the 
eoniiTHinities concerned as a whole. 

The present Goveiiinient hav(‘ takmi npmi fhemsidves tin* task of 
ameliorating the condition of the masses and alleviating the condition 
of the oppressed and down-trodden, licf not the ease of the Buddhists 
escape their attention whenever ameliorative measures are undertaken 
by them. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: 

spw di^[r?r^FT^ H5f x 5srs{^ 

w wMvCsih 5^, St. 

Xavier’s * ?[T^ dl?r COT COTK 

w cIj? c^ ^ 

^ COTCTO:^ OT? iSRT COT^ dl2[^ OTTC^ 2WR 

m^\ mm m w*rr mmr-{ ot? >cc«fT jm ^nti 

c<tr;c^ otc? tti f>TO^ m zm nre? 

^^B^rCTO fw <U'Sitl5 C^ OT*rRT C^ieOT 5?r ^1 c^ 

?STfOTr m <TOCt5 stiff? OTS(RT TO &TOT C'f^OT 

5c?Kfi 5Tr1x fmm ^ cro^r toot ^ttot otot cotto, '5r?i^ otto 

fflOTRt WIRT OTOT OTTOfl OTTOTT ®rff? OTOTOT •TOT 5TOT ^fOT 

CTOOTf 1 tn4i^*h ^ OTRSi^IC?*' OTW ?FOTOT COTTO? OTf?r OTJ zn4^nt1 f^TOT 

f*tOT COTC TO OTC^l ^ S[T4*fr?rt fRT ^ — TO 
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erflF Swr ^rtt i ottch sii* 5 t^ pmcro — cwtr a 

^r sn’^cfw f>™^ ^ «r^ — srf^ citrc^c^ ^\ i:5iT^ 

*ra^ 5&0 5R ^ >n5w «(?: sfc^ c?>n1 sttr ^n-i 

8rrt*nirt ^rfro <ii?[ ®r^(r srtt 5ro?r ®r5tto[ 

sntRHft TOvi snfsi CIST 5m?[ crar^ ^(iti c^^cn 

I’ll '’ll c^r 5^^ cwi*ii?i^*ii ^'®(^l[c?i?r ^iihr r^CHC**^ \Sc^ 5I5^ ^ 175 1 ckch 

TO[ Wl^tl^ni ^\ C^ iBirrCM M6 ^C’lC^l T5T5 \jji<Plo <51<R 

TO CTO TOT fro? OT?TO f^TOlC^« TOTSPTO ®C*R ^ C^ICTO I TOC«t 
n;;f 8 KTO TO ’(tw«t ^Ffro c^e?rr cro •roi c^ tor <!iTOr 

®n 1 >^ ®(TO cmror 3 rfc( cro to ^tto c^«( n^fsrcro <raN cic^ c^ tort 

TOl '^iii)'*fCHC'G^ r<n»in ®nTC 1ST? WR f?®TTTO ^**(lR?rtC®i? ?n5^ IFIT^ 

c?«?T w ?T f^ sfcm^ cro cnw cror D. S. P. « S. P. 

vtvz ^ I5T^ ^1 C^yr TOTO^ TORT CTO TOSTl C? 

C5TTCTO TO15TO *gR 5^J*TW? ?TTTO 5tl5 ?T CTOT^ TO&TO? 6TTO1 CTO TO C?C5? 
sRTf? f®]T 5 =qf? 5 T? TOTO ^1 Wf?? TOG ^ ST^n* < 1 ?^ ^ ?T 1 ^* 0 “ TOTOT^ 

TO? ?T^ ^TC?! ’TT^ ^TnTO f?^5? fW ?TTM ^ CTO? «a^ ^ 

^FC?i ii^ ?Tc&? (5n^ 51^ a^? ataic? ^r?? ar*^ ^gto •0F’’fcH'5 

TOW ?®^«rt?C^ TO TO^ nf??TC«T CTO CTOl «il5: TO©? STW CTO C? 

5TW aTG?r ?r? W? aJclC‘'t<i ?T? <^Thc? f?C«l C? ^T?T ?*lblRI ?T? biHi^l Free 
primary education ??1?C?? TO ®rt?TC 5* tTO &TO aitTOl fW a^WT 
TO" CTO ?Tc?i c?r? 5? c^'TO w? 'SitHKi? ^ f?^ TO?r Sht?^ ®iW?® Stt^ 

TO? TOWTO ^ ?T 1 "»tTOT?? WmM 5TOG Wf? <5lf??? l TOIR? 5iJ5lW, 

CriW C??TO ?C?TC?1'? CtR 0^ ?TCiBii5;' W? TO R^ll TOT?*t ?TO? TOG «£l? 

CTO a*? c??:^s[ ?T is«R ?'?ft?‘TOr? toc^ artrol ^^cror-g^? to c?n:^ wf? 

Rmih CTOcb art? ?r i cror <3^ j^c?cv;h «r1^ ^'*'Ih‘Mj«i" 1 i a?1c??T fro 

TO TO R? ?n cTOa^ i5T?r ?rt to rtwc? ^ tg^ g tc ?K > c’t^ 

TO ?Ti ygs?!^ <ii ai5<c?c^ a?? ait?r?'t ^ii^ctot c? to ca^ wf? troa jrf? an 
TO aiFat?^ ?Fa wca \^c? ^’Ci? aTT?i artar?! iivfCTOT fac? a'ala'w, TOcrroa, 
w^fro, ^ncaf*?fa \<s c? to ^ii? c? w aar ?r? an ?r 

a^TRa «n? to aroro carwcan ca to^ aR^i 

arMrai? %j$; MKm a?wc?? af ‘^ sr? wr ar caTC^ ' CM w? 5 tcm a; ar 

c?rs5? ?iVt ^ CTOR? RR? c?r? ^ w^fwca c^ ‘ar^i at*wR?‘ arorsor, 
afaal^a a?TO airr»T?G c?r<^ ^ ?ra aG?a ait i ist?t c? aaas cat to?^ 

TO — t?f TO?" arfa^ oi8 c?isa wg to ar to arti 
area? c^lfro? c? c? 5 a to tot ^car^ ^gst rc?g ca c?isa to an car? ^ ^at 
caaa fa?a wr srea? aTOa? c?isca? arw 8 sr caisa aro to Tto 
acTOi «!it a?1?ca? to togicS aar ^ arti isr wca? to aroa caR? 
a^araafany «qr a^^aciRfa* tot? a;;c? 5?^^ ctot, cto, ca? tot? cwc? area? 
faa ^s*m ,fF a?1c?? to aca ara^is arc??? cat a r aia^ica? to pa cacaa 
aaasti aWaa toptto ?q;ra ?ra to? to to aca an?? a)jt caa? 
faaro? to ?t?t arfa ai^palc? to^ aci^ ac? aiRR, tow <!i tot ctoc^ 
art? ar c? arc?! ' 
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I ^ 

^ c^TRi ^ «rn:^ 

c^r<c<Tt' ^ ®iTfsi c^F^rt 

OT-^nR?ifiJ®; jimc^ i cyrn^ntlt^ '*iiifTR ^*i<c-r gm 

5^?!;;^ wf^l SIR RHRffTO R RT-^I’ITRfi^ ^ OT5 

«rrRl f^ S>RR RT-Sf’TTRf&TM ^ITR CcfTR? SIR (£1^ iSR 

RTRR I 'SniR Rfj?»^'§T? RT^T ’=^T5T ^cff? <TO" Cbliil^C^l ; il’R STCTOf 

RTTO ^ 5?P$R RTR RfjT^l £1? Rr?T Um SW?! ^ 

CcTT^ RR®t ^ 5R TOI OT?<TR RTST^RT — ^<I RtCI^ ^ 51X91 <HTC»11 RTIRR. 
f^ ^ RUF Rtci^s ^ 5 im r<T?OT^ ^sx^cer ®ir^ R»ni ot otto 

HTTO ^OTir — 

“i5R ^ ^rrt, ®R to' 

Rf’TO r* 

i£i rI 4 I^ *R^?rr? *[?b< Rt?rns^ ^ i ^iio HH^a c\ 5 < hk "1 ’TR otr ^i 4 i 
ilRIlR, ®IRTR?[ Rtror I 

TOTO ^nfsT TO ¥!irr OT<iC<T J^iad Board 5(*TO( I 

Koad HRC'^ R iJX f^^ROT TO ^\ TO^TT 

TOT^ 5]4f Road Board C«fC^‘ Rt^TT 5?. f<P^' TO!?!! R’*!^ R 5OT ’RET 
OTR R'S?rr RI to ^br,ooo 5x^ I?RR ^FTT fro^ 80 5X81 

5T^ 1 TOft iJ^XR ^^l^X Ri^lX? ^l^5X 

• 5RT ®nfsx ifl^’TOr fbf^ f^rx^lfScTR I tl5f^ TOTTR <i«'i<t‘'»1"j51 vaLOio RrTl list^X 

TOXR 5'3^1 ra R estijiiati! ^<r 51*51 STR (a<P ^ 5^ R 

astiniat© $(T^ R’fTRPX m l TO^tR? ^JTO 3C151 <p51 ®I^R< i£1'5?5x 

TOT SfbO I *%SC*R FtW TOTR3 TO'lR?! ^TOI ^TPRX Rf^IR Trt’ ^ 1 

®IX*[R ([TO ®(X5rR HMC*^ 1 STHSTO TflRTR ®n^ tST 5X^R ^RX RGITT I 

R5T ©XRTT TX spT 5RR — CXRXTX ^TTOTO ^TOXT TX ®(TOTT ^TX 5RR — 5(XTOXRT 

<PR RX51XRX I ifl^rX TOTt ^TR R TOTO TOTO H^HctHK TOXRR 

^ITOXS 2 fTO ^TTOXl TOTR TO iTOXt^TOTOj^T TXR OTRT ^S?! ^FTX 

froXT OTTO? TOTR TXR^ TO! 5 X^ IrR TOT ^ 5 XR TO TX*^ ^ 
^ TOX 5R, IMR f$R ^?rX 5X^b TX RTTR TOF*I i^'RX ^CQb 'flSX ®[]|f*X 
toTO tx! v 3 «r ^ TOX mfm ^tot< 5 :t sitto to r tort 
I'b'^l OTR R^TR TOl ^X^dTOr sttoR? TO TO5X TK'^lol OTTO^ eTOTTOP 

'3 TXTOTT RHb** "tX TOT^ ^II'^TOR’ fjR 5X'SiX?( 514 X RGTOl 'S’ 4) ^T^TlUR^l '5XR?' 

^*5 TX 4tTOX ®iH'H 4 <11 5fb'ii RTOx fa*[ 5X‘FT?r 5 1 41 'Tf?rr ^iTOdro sr?xTO ®rr^irRR>’ 

m edtror 5r«f fwyt TOto TOTOt TOto^t i siott ^rx TO <;!r^Km jr ijxto 

tfl*l 5l'Sila 5I4( Sn?T RXTRT TX 1 ISR 'STUFTT £145 1 bfcfllT4 RTfib TTRR,- — £1^" 
F3*r 5X5TO 5X4T fTR TXT RXRR £IT? SRSTR? TOT vTT RR TOTO^ TX TTR* £1T\ SRTOTR 

TO: ®(TMT bTTT? i:rxTO« ^crJx rxtxr-’ttri wwj^ TO sralT*TO?r tx 

iflTO C4R 45Xr TO ®rRr ([4^ CX TtoTT otto TX, OTRX RT to iSTl^XfijTO 

^TiJXt^TO WT R$ froXT ’WT OTTO TXR TX I £15: TOHIT 5X4X 

^mC4 fro spzTO^TO? OTR TXf^" TO TXI* 

*An authorised English translation of this Bengali spcJtM-h will be found in the 

Appendix, 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: ()r<ler^ order, for the purpose of giving the 
members of the House more time for discussing the Budget. His 
Excellency tin* (lovernor has been jileased io direct that the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister will give his reply on the 24th February before 
(lovernment Business fixed bir that day i^ taken up. 

The House now stands adjourned till 2-lo p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The (buncil then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on 
February, 1939. 


Thursday, the 23rd 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 
,22nd February, 1931): — ^ 

(1) Khan Bahadur Ka/iruddiii Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Ilumayun Keza Cbowdhury. 

(3) Naw'abzada Kamruddin Haider. 

(4) Mr. Mohammad Hossaiu, 

(5) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(6) Mr. T. Lamb. 

(7) Begum ITamida Momin. 

(8) Mr. K. C. Ormond. 

(9) Mr. H. P. Pi)ddar. 

(10) Maharaja Sir Maiimalha Nath Itay (Miowdliury, of Santosh. 

(11) Mr. 1). H. Wilmer. 


B. G. Pre8S-1938-35^-13076A-750. 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


The (k)UNCiL met in the lie^isljitive ('liamfbei* of the Ijej^islati ve 
Building, (^alcutta, on Thumla\ , the 2drd Feibnuiry, 19,39, at 2-ir> p.m., 
being the tenth day of the 1^3 rst Sessioti, pursuant to section 
of the (fovenniient of India Act, 1930 . 

Mr. President (the Hon'lble Mr. Svivindka (3iam)ha Mitim) was 
in tlie (diair. 

Announcement about the Death of His Excellency the Right Hon’ble 
Lord Brabourne, Governor of Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (Miaij UMpieNts tlu’ Imn'ldc^ nitunbers jo 
HI Ihcir places. 

(All the hon’bl(‘ ineinheis ?ose in their seats.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It ha\lng pleased Alnn^lity tlod to take* to 
His mercy our late most beloved (io\ernoi Mis l^\c<‘lh‘ncy t.ln^ Bight 
Honourable l/ord Biabourne of bl(‘Nsed memor\ , w lio departed this life 
to-day at lO-oO o'clock in flic moriiin;^ at tin* t iovcurnmuit Mouse*, 
(Calcutta, the liusiness of flu* House* is |»o>tpoiH'(I and the Mouse* do m»\v 
adjourn till 2-10 p.m. on Monday, the* 27tli inslaitt 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p»in. on Monday, the 27th 
February, 1939. 
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Members absent. 

Tlie followiri^^ members were absent from the meeting held on the 
23r(l Febniary, 193.9: — 

n) Sir Edward C. Beiithal. 

(2) Mr. Hnmayuii Reza Chowdhury. 

(3) T^haij Bahadur S. Fazal Ellahi. 

(4) Mr. Kniiai Lai (loswarai. 

('5) Nawabzada Karnruddin Haider. 

(0) Mr. Moliammed Tl()*4Kain. 

(7) Mr. T. l.amib. 

(8) Mr. J. McFarlaiie. 

(9) Mr. Narertli Nath Mookerjee. 

(10) Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra Miikherji. 

(11) Mr. E. C. Ormond. 

(12) Mr. H. \\ Foddar. 

03) Mr. 1). Jl. Wilmer. 


B. G. PreM-l93S-30-lM77A— 750. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


The Council met in the liCgislative (^hamber ot the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 27th February, 1939. at 2-15 p.m., 
being the eleventh day of the First Session, pursuant to section ()2(2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hoirble* Mr. SvTYi'M»av ClUNDKv MlTK\) was 
in the Chair. 


Condolence Resolutions at the Death of The Right Hon’ble 
Lord Braboume. 

a 

The* Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER:'^ir, it ia 

my most melamdioly duty to-day to put two motions before the 
House expressing tlie condolence of the House at the death of 
His Excellency Lord Brabourne. Though these two motions will have 
to be voted u])on separately, yet, 1 want to put both of tliem before you 
so that the matter can be dealt with in one speech. 

The motions are as follows: — 

“That an humble Address be presented to His Excellcn(‘y \ the 
Governor of Bengal conveying the deep symjiathy felt by this 
House in the grievous affliction which the country has sus- 
tained by the death of Lord Brabourne, Governor of 
Bengal, of blessed memory, and assuring Jli^ Lxcidhoicy that 
the example of high public servire whicJi .our laf^‘ hchived 
Governor displayed and his untiring endeavours for .the wel- 
fare of the peoples of India, specially those of Bengal, will 
•ever*be held in affectionate and grateful rememhrarice.’j 
“That a Message of Condolence be sent t*o the J^ady Brabourne, 
tendering to her the deep sympathy of thitf House in her 
bereavement and assuring her that this House^ shares the 
irreparable lefts sustained by the province of Bengal and its 
members wdll ever hold in their hearts the deepest feelings ot 
reverence and affection .X 

Sir, we meet to-day under the shadow of a great trag4d.y — a public 
as well as a personal loss. Our well-beloved Governor His Excellency 
Lord Brabourne has passed away from our midst leaving not this 
province only but the whole of the British limpire the^ poorer by his 
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death. His death was so suddeii that one finds it difficult yet to believe 
that he is no more. I am sure hon^ble members would desire that the 
House should pay its humble tributes to the memory of our late 
Govemor before we proceed to Ihe ordinary business. 

Although lord Brabounie’s actual stay in Bengal would be just 
one year, if the period he officiated as Viceroy is left out, yet within 
this very short period he had succeeded in establishing himself firmly 
in the afiections of our people as was unmistakably indicated by the 
deep universal regret and sympathy whi'*h his untimely death aroused. 
Even leaders of the Gongress wdiicli does not regaid (Tovernorships very 
kindly, lead(‘rs such as Mahatma Gandhi, tne President of the Indian 
National ( ingress, the Tjeader of the Opposition in the Lower House, 
the Congress Mayor of Calcutta and also personalities like Rabindranath 
Tagore, wlu) are practically outside politics, all felt drawn to Lord 
Brabourne by his rare personal charm — a fact which is clear from the 
very feeling way in which they have spoken or written about our late 
Governor. Mr. Kher, the Congress Premier of Bombay, has openly 
acknowledged the friendship and belj) of Lord Brabourne with which 
the Congress Ministry in Bombay started offi(‘e. 

When Ijord Brabourne first came out to India, lie w’as still com- 
paratively young and the first phase ot his Governorship was under 
the old regime where a (iovejnor w^as a virtual autocrat. Later, with 
the inauguaration of provincial autonomy, he ba(*ame Bombay’s first 
constitutional Goveinor and he ada])ted himself with remarkable 
ability to the changed condition. But whether a:, a constitutional 
Governor or as aii autricratic Governor, if one may use the term, he 
showed remaikable ability and apt it mb*. At the root of his singular 
success and ]K)pularity were his unhpie |)ersonal chaiin and his warm 
heart, wdiich enabled him not only to be a tower of strength to his 
Ministers but al^r to give them tlie friendliest counsel and the 
warmest -hearted assistance and thus tactfully help them over many 
a critical situation. Under the new" constitution the Governor's 
powers are very limited : nevertheless, Ivoi d Bi abourne clearly 

demonstrated what a very useful role a constitutional Governor could 
play. In Bengal, in ])articular, with a C\)alition Government cx^m- 
posed of varied elements and interests, Lord Brabourne gave us 
invaluable aj^sistance in uniting and harmonising the different elements 
and in inspiring them for concerted action for the common cause of 
service to the people. His tactfulness and charm served to settle difter- 
ences and bridge conflicts no less than ihey cemented our points of agree- 
ment, our team spirit and our sincere desire to pull together in the 
common cause ot service to the country. In such noble co-operation, 
the late liord Brabourne gladly lent his full strength and joined in the 
struggle against want, disease and misery with an enthusiasm Imrn 
of fellow-feeling and humanity, i/ 
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But withal he was a perfectly constitutional Got-ernor. II niani* 
fested a true and deep understandino: of what is require 1 of a Governor 
under our new constitution. Thoupfh his j>:uidanc^* and counsel were 
available to his Ministers at all times, he was much too refined a gentle- 
man and much too sensible of the dufies of a conslituiional Governor 
to enforce iiis own will at any time. He never obtruded into the spliere 
of the Ministers’ activities and responsibilities. Even on the thinjsfa 
wJiich were left to his individual jnd^-ment, he used very often to 
consult the wishes of ]ii> Ministers. 

Of his self-less and inflexible devotion to duty, you already know 
many thin^^s and I would •only like to add my j)ersonal testimony 
to this from my own experience. Even in his sick-bed lie never spareil 
himself. The very fact that he should be ill and in bed instead of 
normally attending* to the duties of his officc~a fact over whi(di he 
had, of course, no control — seemed to cause him no small emharrass- 
nient and he had openly expressed this teclinjr of einhairnssment If) us 
more than once in his sick-hed. Hut he *kept in touch with practically 
all imi^u'tanl matters of administration even dining- liis illness, for he 
insisted on meeting’ his Ministers cvcii in his siidi-room. Two days 
l)(‘fore his ()])ciaiion Ik* ask(*d us tu see that woik was not held up )aM‘anse 
of his illness. He said that he hated a(*cumulati(u) of work and want(‘d 
us to send up files to him as usual as soon as he re<*aincd <*()nsH*i()Usness 
after tlic opeiation. I am nol iisin*’* the lan<^na<.*(* of (‘xa^7>(*j‘at ion 
when 1 say tliat Lord Brahourne jiractically laid down his lif(‘ for 
Bengal and for his extraordinaiy devotion to duty. Koi it was beianise 
of this that he decided to have iiis operation done h(‘ie, all hoiif^L, so 
fai' as iny inioiniation H’oes, both the St'cretary oi State* and the 
Viceroy had insisted on his fiyinj>' to Knj»:land and having’' I Ik* op<‘ralion 
performed there. Tjord Bjahoiiiiie thoiij^'ht that hy h'avin^'* B(*n^‘al 
during this budget session he would he [Kitting his Miiiist(*rs in ditfiewity 
and this he did not like Ho do. He eoninmn iealeu wkIIi the S('(‘i(‘lary 
of State and the* \'ieero\ on thi^ snhjeet ami nlliinately fjeisuade'd 
them to his way of thinking: arnl because ol the* time lake*!! in 
(*omimiu,icatiiig and obtaining a leply his ojK'iation had to la* (h*lay(Ml 
by about a W'eek, And it i** owing* to tile'll* ^lart leiihii' eiieunistane(*s 
of his death that the ])reinature end of thi- brilliaid liti* eau*^(‘S .^mh 
a grievous wrench in our heailN. 

His Joss touefK‘S me [leisoiialJy witli all tiie greater aeulen(‘ss 
because he had honoured me w^’th his jiersonaJ fiiendshij). And his 
personal (*onfidenee and friendly * affection not as b(*iwccn a Goveinor 
and a Minister but as betw^eeri man and man, have been.^the deeiding 
factor in many anxiou.s situations wlien I have had to deeply consider 
whether I could serve niv iirovince better iii'^iifc the Ministiy or out* 
side. 
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Sir, to succeed Sir John Aijderson was no easy task, and it was I 
think, because of his sterling qualities that Lord Brabourne was able to 
prove even within the very short tenn he remained our Governor that he 
held that office worthily and with conspicuous ability. He inspired 
universal enthusiasm, trust and confidence. In fact, wherever he 
moved he used to radiate graciousness, charm and enthusiasm. He 
was, moreover, as the last few weeks have amply shown, a born soldier 
and a strenuous fighter. But he leaves behind him no legacy of 
resentments and no enmity; nothing but the gracious memory of a 
manly and winning personality, the memory of one who served with 
an unstinted measure of devotion his generation and his country. Cut 
short., unfortunately, in his prime, in the very flower of his achieve- 
ment, and in harness to the last, he has left behind him a noble 
examj)le and a rare inspiration 1o all concerned with Ihe governance 
of men. Sir, if, up till the present moment, I have forborne mention- 
ing tlie name of his })eloved consort, the Lady Brabourne, it is because 
1 took for granted that her loyalty, devotion and courage did in 
no small measure contribute" towards his noble acdiieveinents. 1 am 
sure T am voicing the sentiments of the Tlf)use when I say that, in thi*^ 
intensely melancholy situation, it is imjmssible to give expression 
adequately to our feelings of sympathy and condolence to the Lady 
Brabourne. Our hearts go out in all sincerity, gratitude and com- 
passion foi’ the brave grief-stricken partnei* who has so valiantly stood 
by the side of Jiord Brabourne and helped him in his arduous tasks. 
The Lady Brabourne had also personally identified herself with .'.any 
public institutions in this province and one had looked forward to many 
improvements and considerable progress in all tliese^ institutions during 
the next few years under her kind ])atronage and care. That they 
should have to be deprived (O' her kind and aetive interest so .soon is 
most unfortunate and is certainly a great loss. With these words, I 
have the honour to move that a me.ssagt' of condolence be sent to the 
the Lady Brahoutne»tpndering to lier, her twp sons and other members 
of the faitiily the’ deep sympatliy of this House in their recent bereave- 
ment. We may a.ssure the Lady Brabourne that we share her sorrow 
in the irre]uirahle lo.ss and will ever hold in our hearts towards her the 
deep<»st feeling.s of reverence and affection. It will suffice to say that 
otlier liearts besides that of the Lady Brahourne bleed and mourn the 
unspeakable loss,' under such tragic circumstances^ of our late beloved 
Governor, — a, noble son of England and a great gallant and charming 
gentleman. May his soul re.st in peace !y 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA'" 4ir, I rise to whole-heartedly 
support the n^otious moved by my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Naliui Eanjan 
Barker. I associate myself and the whole of my party with the expres- 
sion of profound sK)rrow at the untimely death of His Excellency Lord 
Brabourne i if* the prime of his life, and to the eloquent tributes paid to 
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his irianifold qualities of head and heart. It is no eKaggeration to say 
that the whole country was stunned to learn of the most unfavourable 
turn which the ailment of His Excellency had taken and that so very 
suddenly. Indeed, it can be said of very few of the ijrovincial Governors 
who have so far come out to thi§ country that I heir memory has been 
* able to evoke such spontaim^us tributes of regard fioni all classes of 
people. Indeed, the unstinted homage of lespeci and admiration wliich 
has been offered to his memory, from far and near, by persons widely 
differing in their views on politics and in their outlook on our national 
life, is the best compliment that may be paid to the memory of the late 
Lord Brabourne. Leaders of •public opinion from all parts of Imlia 
have ungrudingly paid their tributes to the memory of late lyord 
Brabourne. Leaders not only of one party, but, as has been said by 
the Hon’ble Minister, leaders holding divergent views in politics have not 
hesitated to express their approbation and admiration for his manifold 
qualities of head and heart. Indeed, one can say without any fear of 
contradiction that late lord Brabourne did win the trust of all classes 
of people and succeeded in winning the spontaneous esteem and affection 
of the people of Bengal. Sir, when Lord Brabourne took over charge 
of this* province, Bengal was still smarting under the unhappy 
experiences of the previous regime, and it redounds not a little to the 
credit of late Lord Brabourne that by his statesmanlike treatment of 
the problems of the province and by his tactful handling of men and 
things, he succeeded in easing ibe sif nation in the province and in 
inspiring confidence in him. 

Sir, I was not privileged to have the advantage of persojial contiict 
with him, hui I c^in say from the record of his public service in the 
various spheres of his activities since he came out to India as the 
Governor of Bomlmy, that he must have been endowed in a very 
uncommon degree with the capacity of re^il sijitesiiianship and with 
sweet reasonableness by which he was able to win the confidence of all 
sections of the public. As the Governor of Bombay Ive had to function 
under the old dispensation practically as an autocratic head of the 
administration, but when it fell to him to ring the old order out and 
to usher in the provincial autonomy under the Government of India Act, 
1935, I <5an s^y it on the authority of the Congress Ministeis of Bom])ay 
itself that though his position was changed from an autocratic 
administrator to that of a constitutional Governor, adapted himself 
to the new situation with a quiet dignity and easy grace. Sir, a period 
of political transition ^is not always very easy to adapt oneself to. It 
has not unoften proved the grave of the reputation of many a sound 
and able administrator. But ii\must be s<iid to the credit of Lord 
Brabourne that be piloted the administration even in this critical 
transitory period to Jiis utmost credit. 

In the death of Lord Brabourne, we really mdurn the loss of a sound 
administrator, a sympathetic Governor and, a distinguished public 
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servant who possessed charm of manners and exceptional decorum in 
his treatment of all who carnet into contact with him. May his soul 
rest In peace ! 

In fionclusion, I join with you and the whole House in conveying 
to the liady Brabourne our sincerest and heartiest sympathy in her 
irreparable loss.*^ * 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. President, Sir, we the 
members of the Coalition Party on this side of the House have the 
melancholy privilege of supporting the two motions moved by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Sarker. Of the great qualities of the head and heart of 
liord Brabourne, the evidence from all sides and all quarters is over- 
whelming. It seems to us. Sir, that the fact that he was selected as 
the Parliamentary Secretary to Sir Samuel Hoare, the Secretary of 
State for Indian affairs, during perhaps the most momentous transition 
period in the history of Indo-British relationship, oiid the fact that in 
the ye^ir 19d4, he W 4 is sent ^njt to India first to Bombay and then to 
Bengal, is proof positive, if ,pr<K)f at all is necessary, of his abilities 
and sterling qualities us an administrator from the Indian jmint of 
view. To us. Sir, who (ome from the mofussil and who are accustomed 
to look at tilings from a fair distance, Lord Brabourne was the 
embodiment of nobility. Born to a high position in the aristocratic 
society in England, his blood, however, flowed in democratic veins and 
his heart always throbbed with a yearning to lift the fallen and to 
redress the grievances of the people who were wixmged. Bombay felt 
the force of his personality hut Bengal, to lx)rrow* the expression of a 
Persian Poei, wdiile Bengal was l<M)king on the rose unfolding befuutiful 
petals in their variegated colours and hues, the* spring time came 
rather badly, the ixise wuthei’ed and the sw^eeiest companion of India 
disappeared forever. Our grief and tlie grief of the wliole country is 
too deej) for expression. 

So far as the members on tliis side of I he House are conceiiied, who 
are the spikesmen of the pe^isiint jmpulatioii in the count ly side, his 
name will ever remain enshrined in their hearts for all time to come, 
for the sijnjile reason that when the Bengal Tenancy Bill was passed 
by iMith Houses of the Legislatuic and the fate of the BiB was 'hanging 
in the balance, it wast lionl Brabourne’s personality that stemmed 
the tide of opposition and the Bengal tenants got the charter of their 
rights h> tlic passing of the Bill. 

It strikes ine. Sir, that liord Brabourne had, froin the time wdien he 
joined the great European War, come to imbibe a deep feeling of love 
for tliis country as India was tlic brignitest gem in the Imperial Crown 
and it is the amhitinii of every Englishman wairth his name to see that 
its lustre is ehhanced by a caieful regard for the w’ell-heing, happiness 
and prosperity of the Indian people. It seems to me nothing but a 
atrange dispensation of Providence, Sir, that Lord Brabourne should 
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repose* in the lap of the mother earth in India, the country which he 
had so truly loved. In conclusion, Si^, if comparison is not odious, 
I may say that I personally knew Lord Carmichael, Lord Ronal(/8hay 
and Lord Lytton; and I am in a position to say tliat Lord Brahourne 
had all the sweet reasonableness of Lord Carmichael, I/ord Lytton’<^ 
intense love for India and the thoroughness of devotion to duty of Txird 
Ronaldshay. 

Sir, our hearts go out in sincerest sympathy to the Lady Brahourne 
and we hope that she will feel the rigour of lier bereavement less when 
Her Ladyship considers that the sufferings of Bengal are no less than 
hers. * 

With these words, Sir, I whole-heartedly support lK)th the 
resolutions. 

Sir E, C. BENTHALL: Sir, I rise to support the two re.solutions. 
There is little at Ihis stage that 1 may add to tlie universjd tributes 
which have already been paid and by the powerful testimony of those 
silent crowds which lined the roads last* Friday. Jxird Brabourne's 
power (i\ev men la\ in his simpJeiie.ss and in his Iniinanity. He under- 
stood men. 

As a (lovernor, his success was largely due to his \inderstanding of 
the peoples of India and to his single-minded determination b) play the 
game by India. Sir, much as he was loved by all, we of liis race are 
specially proud io have served one who was the einhodiinent of all that 
is best of the British in India, and one who played a noioble part in 
cementing the relations between the two cxmntries. In recognition of 
all his great qualities lie was given, and will for all liinp retain, the 
heart of all in India. 

With regard to the secxnid motion, I desire to associate myself ami 
my party with the sympathy that has been so well expresMsl in this 
House witli tlic Lady BralKiurne in her bereavement. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh: Mr. President, Sir, we meet under the shadow of a great 

sorrow and an irreparable loss. The tragic disapfieiiranci' of Lord 
Brabourhe, our late beloved (lovernor, Iroin the ,s.phere of this 
life has wist a gloom over Bengal. I, who %a(l the privilege of 
coming into (dose contact with liim and was deeply Titlached to him, 
find that sorrow to be too deep for utterance. With ^ me it is a 
grief which does not •sjieak but whispers the over-fraught heart to 
break. Alas, “what shadows we are and ^vhat shadow\s we pursue" I 
We know that in the (‘ycle of time, in the natural process of evolu- 
tion, men must come and go. Life and death are mysteriously 
inter- woven — the one is inseparable from the other — -Yhe creative 
forces, such are the inscrutable ways of Providemce, — are intermingled 
with the superhuman energy that destroys under #the natural 
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laws. But whem the hand of death ruthlessly removes from our 
midst one in the full prime life— one who would have, if he was 
sparfed, shed an imperishable lustre on contemporary history, human 
nature gets exasperated and is roused in utter indignation to revolt 

against such capricious cruelty and arbitrariness. 

# * 

Be that as it may, I have no doubt that, though no more in the 
land of the living, future administrators who may come to Bengal 
will fix their gaze upon the beaconlight of Lord Brabourne’s life which 
has left behind it imperishable lessons and examples of lasting 
value and that they will avail themselves of the fullest advantage of 
the flood-light which is capable ol removing the veil of dark- 
ness from obscurest corners. 1 say so because it is a deep- 
rooted conviction with me that Lord Bralwurne was free from any 
retrograde policy, racial prejudice or political colouring. 
He fully believed in the perfect balance of human nature. He believed 
in harmony and perfection. lie realised to a degree that 
compartmentalism is a narrow maxim of the present-day selfish world, 
a by-product of extreme “form of nationalism. Despite the re- 
actionary for(;es around him, he toiled bard lo lay down a broad 
foundation for mutual understanding. Ix)rd Brabourne fully realised 
the situation in Bengal and made up his mind to give Bengal a 
lead to enable her to seize with intelligence and imagination the ^ 
opportunities that may be brought in iby the surging tide of evolu- 
tion. He possessed a dynamic nature, an unconquerable 
determination and cx)urage and I l)elieve his indomitable will received 
an unfolding for that mighty piirpose. Even illness could not 
diminish, until death actually destroyed, the spirit of service and 
self-abneg 4 ition that was within him. His life, as I understand it, 
pointed towards a great wHiirl-pool of action in whioli it was destined 
to be epitomised. Any tribute that is paid to him is in reality a 
tribute paid to greatness. 

Our heart goRs out in deepest sorrow and sympathy to that 
gracious lady who was the untiring jmrtner of Lord Brabourne \s life. 
She is an embodiment of patience and fortitude. Those who know 
her admire her for her outstiinding personality. May , (rod, comfort 
her and give her strenf^th to bear the dead-weight of her great 
sorrow. Fate is inexorable and we all must bow down to the inevitable. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: Sir, on behalf of the womanhood 
of Bengal, I rise to associate myself with tfie previous speakers 
in expressing our grief at the sudden and tragic death of our late 
Governor, Lord Brabourne. Our neart goes out to the Lady 
Brabourne in her sad affliction. I believe there is not a single woman 
in Bengal 'Who does not feel for her in her irreparable loss. 
Situated as we are, w^ are deprived from rendering any service to her 
which a woman can offer, to another at such times. But I assure you, 
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Sir, a*iid through you, Her Ladyiship, that we are ’sorely grieved in 
her bereavement — the greatest that can befall a woman in this world 
and we pray to the All-Merciful Healer of all sores to grant Her 
Ladyship fortitude, solace and coinfor* in tliis houi of her great trial 
and sorrow. 

Mrs. K. D’ROZARIO: Mr. President, Sir, T share the sentiments of 
great sorrow expressed by previous speakers on this unhappy 
occasion and liumbly unite m3\self with them in exj^ressing my sense of 
sadness at the loss of our noble and much-beloved Governor, Lord 
Bralunirne. Many of us wlio sensed tlie enveloping gloom that beset us 
after the knowledge of iiis serious illness, had ho])e(I and prayed that 
this trouble might pass from our <listinguished and esteemed Governor 
and that he would shortly be restored to normal health and vigour 
and resume his onerous duties whicli he performed with such tact 
and courtesy; but this was not to be. Lord Bralmurne was a friendly 
and accessible personage, gifted with a great (U)ncerti for the 
uplift of the humbler and poorer members of this huge country. He 
had endeared himself to the multitudes bf this land by his wide 
understanding and sympathetic treatment of all pioblems affecting 
the poor and I feel sure that people of all commuiuties and classes have 
felt a sense of haunting sorrow and inexpressible grief at the 
irreparable loss we have sustained. On behalf of the members of iny 
community I join the other members of this House in expressions , of 
appreciation of the great virtues of liord Hrahourne, and in tendering 
to tihe r>ady Brabourne our profound sympathy and grief in her deep 
affliction and sori'ow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is with a heavy heart tliai I rise tr> associate 
ms self with the sentiments exj)ressed by the lion’hle members on 
behalf of all sections of the House at the sad and untimely demise of 
Lord Brabourne. He was, indeed, one of the finest si)eciincns of the 
British Nobilit,\ and suc*ceeded in winning the he; li of every one who 
ha})peued to come in f'ontact w’ith him, b\' his geiiial temperament, 
charming manners and Ins readiness to appreciate the view-point of 
othe],-. The fact that his demise had evoked universal sympathy and 
unstinted trilmies to his memor\ w^as a remarkable testimony to the 
innate greatness of tlie illustrious decreased. Tt is indeed very sad to 
contemplate that a career so brilliant in equipments and so full of 
promise for the future should have ended so suddenly and so tragically. 
1 once again add min' tribute of homage to the meifiory of J^ord 
Brabourne. 

To indicate the unanimous consent of the hoiTble members to the 
two resolutions moved by the Hon’ble Mr. N. R. Sarker, I would 
request them to rise in their places when I place the nttotions before 
the House. 

tAll members rose in their places.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The qY^stion before the House is that an tumble 
Address be presented to His Exeelleney the Governor of Bengal convey- 
ing 'the deep sympathy felt by this House in the grievous affliction 
wliich the country has sustained l>y the deatli of Lord Braboume, 
Governor of Bengal, of blessed memory, and assuring His Excellency^ 
that the example of high public service which our late beloved Governor 
displayed, and his untiring endeavours for the welfare of the peoples 
of India, specially those of Bengal, will ever be held in affectionate 
and grateful remembrance, 

and that a Message of C^uidcdenc.e be sent to the Eady Braboume, 
tendering to her the deep sympathy of this House in her 
bereavement and assuring her that this House shares the 
irreparable loss sustained by the pr(>vinc(‘ of Bengal and its 
members will ever hold in their hearts the deepest feelings of 
reverence and affection. 

I take it that tlie rescdutions are agreed to by the House. 

An Address will be duly \)resented to His Excellency the Governor 
and as desired by the House, 1 shall convey the heart-felt conVlolences 
of the lion’ble members to the Eady Braboume and otiier members of 
the l)ereaved family. 

The lEnise will now resume the general discussion of the budgei. • 


Budget discussion continued. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Gn a point of 
information. Sir. To-day is the last day of the budget discussion. 1 
iinderstaixl that the Nawah Baliadur of Dacca will make a s])eech on 
the Budget. As this is th(‘ last da\ for general discussion of tht‘ Budget, 
would it not he more convenient it the Nawah Bahadur s]>oke on the 
matter to-iiuunnv. so that the non-(*Hicial incinhers of tliis House might 
g(‘t soint‘ ♦mor<' tianc to discuss the budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, it is tor the (lovernmenl to decide 

4 

The Hon’ble Mr. N.ALINI RANJAN BARKER: We have already 
giNen lull three da\s. Sir. ic>r the bmlget discussion and it is not 
])ossil)le to extend the time turther. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Mr. President, Sir, the industrial development of the province is a 
problem over wdiieh the intelligentsia of the province are seriously 
exercising^ themselves and I seek }our indulgence to present before the 
hon’ble members a short review^ of the jictiviiies and achievements of the 
Industries Department* during the period I had the privilege of looking 
after its affa^irs. Hut bffore I do so, I think, I should make certain 
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observations as to the limitations withih which a provincial Govern- 
ment have to work out and pursue its industrial polic\ and prograihme 
so that the results obtained ma\ be examined- against a proper 
perspective. 

in the first place, 1 would invite your attention to the most import- 
ant fact that unless the policy in rej^ard to fiscal tariff and railway 
freight ot the country are attuned to the industrial needs and aspira- 
tions of the provinces, no programme however skilfully drawn up and 
no effort however earnestly initiated can he successful. These are 
matters which are absolutely under the control of the India Governmenl 
and this fact alone imposes jlefinite handicaps on the endeavours of flu- 
Provincial (fovernments. If these factors are not liberalized and made 
helpful to the requirements and development of industries in whi(di the 
different i)rovinces are specially interested, they cannot certainly 
achieve industrial expansion either to the desirable extent or along 
desirable lines. Take for instance, the jtyotection j>olicy of the Govern- 
tnent. It is hedged in with so many stnngent comlitions that many 
strugglitJig industries have to go un])rotecteil against serious foreign 
comitefition altliough they deserva* pndection in every w'ay. Glass 
industry, for instance, (‘ould not obtain i)rotection only on tlu‘ gn)und 
that one of its raw materials, naimdy. soda ash is im]>orfed. The rapid 
development of the sugar industry under the protect ivi* w'all of 
tariff bears ample testimony to the fact tliat if llie tariff ])olicy is 
helpful, the exi)ansion of industries becom<»s easier of accomj)lishineut. 
If 1 nder to these facts to-day, it is only because I want to impress 
upon the House that the Provincial Government cannot have its own 
way ijj the matter of industrial development or cannot develoj) 
industries according to its own requirements. This consideration 
.should be borne in mind in ass<*ssing what we liave been successful in 
achieving so far. 

Jn the second place, the internal limitations a^ud difficulties which 
we inherited from the X)ast regime on the assumption «)f our office in 
April, IffdT, should not also be ignore<l, Jfut 1 am glad to be able to 
tell you that we have been making most earnest endeavours to tide over 
the liandicaps imposed in the past and cover qp the lost ground and 
that we have in the meantime initiated measures wlncli are ex})ected to 
be of material and u.seful assistance to the pn)gramme of developjuent 
of industries which wq have in view. « 

Before I refer to these measures, 1 may be permitted to say a few 
wmrds on the scope of the Provincial Government in the matter of 
d€veloj)ing the different categories of industries, namely, big industries, 
small industries and cottage industries. It is 'almost an 
economic truism to say that without the •harmonious develop- 
ment of all these three types of industries no scheme for the economic 
improvement of the masses can be successfuf. But as ^ you are fully 
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aware, the Provincial GovemiAent, within its constitutional and finan- 
cial 'limitations, can hardly undertake large-scale industries, but can 
only assist their promotion and development by indirect methods. It is 
only with regard to the last two categories, namely, small and cottage 
industries that the provincial Government^ may, in the present cir- * 
cumstances, more successfully initiate policies and undertake measures, 
although in their cases also the tariff, railway freight, etc., are the 
limiting factors. As the economic improvement of the masses, 
particularly of our people dwelling in rural areas, is the most pressing 
problem before us, the question of rehabilitation of the small and 
cottage industries of Bengal and the promotion of new industries, which 
are expected to be most helpful for the purpose, have been taken up 
in all seriousness. In fact, the deplorable decline of rural industries 
has been largely responsible for the dwindling standard of living of 
the i>eople which is pitifully low in comparison with the standard of 
living of other nations. Our ultimate object, therefore, is to bring about 
a steady and comprehensive industrial development in the countryside, 
preferably by the ruralisation of our industries, by virtue of j^'hich it 
will be possible not only to conserve the w^astage of huge man-power 
available in the province but also to utilize our raw material resources. 
Our province possesses immense possibilities for industrial development 
but we should harness our resources, in both men and material, if we 
were to take the fullest advantage of these possibilities. 

Sir, 1 hope you are fully aware of the magnitude of the various 
ditficulties that face the small and cidtage industries in our country. 
In these days of keen competition with the mass production of large- 
scale factories, both in India and abroad, the disorganised cottage 
industries can hardly expect to survive, unless special efforts are 
organised for infusing strength in them and thereby ensure their 
stability and progress. Every Brovincial Government is striving hard 
for the developinelit of cottage industries on a scientific basis, to 
modernise their productive technique and reorganise and rationalise 
their marketing arrangements by introducing bulk-buying and bulk- 
disposal of finished products and other auxiliary methods. These 
methods are exf)ected to reduce costs of production and thereby make the 
cottage industry products cheaper and available to a wider public. We 
do not very much expect that our cottage industry products will sell in 
other countries and other provinces, for a growing tide of economic 
nationalism is already noticeable in other provinces. What we are 
aiming at is only to tap the Bengal' market fully and to our fullest 
advantage. 

In this connection I cannot help referring to the problem of 
reorganising our agriculture, for agricultural development is inter- 
related industrial expansion in many ways. While it ought to be 
our endeavour to grow as much food materials as possible which may 
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render the province self-sufficient in the Vnatter of foodstuffs, we should 
endeavour to grow those crops which may serve as the raw materials 
for our growing industries. Agriculture and industry are obviously 
mutually supplementary and in order to bring about such mutual 
• economic correlation, planning %ill no doubt be necessary. 1 should 
not enter into the subject any further, but suffice it to say here that 
for the economic amelioration of the countryside, our objective should 
be to stabilize the decadent rural industries and promote industries in 
new lines by the adoption of suitable measures. 

In this connection, Sir, 1 would refer to the important role which 
co-operative movement can play in assisting a healthy and harmonious 
development of agriculture and industries in this province. As the 
workers in small and cottage industries are poor and unorganised, 
they cannot often pool their resources and labour to be utilised for 
their maximum advantage. Bulk-buying and bulk-disposal, which 
are the two essential parts of an efficient marketing arrangement, cannot 
be possible unless they know how to coffibine their resources in men 
and material for the interest of each and all. 

In any scheme of industrial development, the need for an efficient 
system of technical and industrial education is no doubt very necessary. 
Unfortunately, in Bengal we have a system which cannot Ix^ said to be 
entirely scientific and well-suited to our growing requirements. It is 
our objective to (‘o-ordinate our industrial and technical institutions in 
such a manner that they may render the type of vocational training 
that our young men should possess in the prevailing cartmmstances. 
It is my honest conviction, which 1 hope you will all share, that 
technical institutions cannot have any real utility if they fail to 
correspond to the needs and requirements of the people. It ivS from this 
standpoint that we liave initiated measures to reorganise tlie Serampore 
Weaving Institute, jute-weaving, jmttery, leather and^, other industries. 
I shall shortly present you with a short at^count of these measures for 
your information. Our objective is to afford such facilities of voca- 
tional training to our young men as will enable them to obtain an 
opening* in sdme lines or other. Unemployment is a vast problem 
to-day and is daily growing in gravity and elctent. The system of 
general education has no doubt tempted an increasing# number of young 
men of our province to go up for higher education only to find with 
mortification at a lat?r stage that there are no opening^ for most of 
them. It is our purpose to lay before our young men just entering the 
University, adequate facilities foV industrial and technical education so 
that those of them who may like to pursue an industrial or business 
career may profit by them. It is indeed the imperative need of the 
hour that our young men should choose at a comparatively early stage 
a definite line so that their education and training may nqt prove to be 
unproductive in the long run. 
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I .shalJ now make a short reference to the activities of my depart- 
men'i. 

During* the time I have held charge of the office of the Minister of 
Industries, 1 have, in spite of the difficulties which T have just now 
described, set myself to the task of perfecting the organisation of the 
Department of Industries and expanding its activities in various 
desirable directions. We have at Serampore, a well-equipped institute 
for training young men in the technique of weaving with a view to 
enabling them to fill responsible positions in the mills and it is in my 
•contemplation to start a mill operative^’ training course at Serampore 
for the purpose of affording such training, to our young men as may 
make them fit for employment as operatives in the various jute mills 
of Bengal. When I took charge of the office of the Minister of 
Industries, 1 caused my department to institute an enquiry for finding 
out the possibilities of employment in the various textile mills of the 
province. In a statement whieh I made in the Lower House during the 
last Budget Session, J gave detailed facts and figures with regard to the 
possibilities for such employment. In order, therefore, to •’ have a 
number of our youths emj>loyed in ihe textile industry of the province, 
1 have [irepared a scheme for the training of “mill operatives.” 
Machinery which have been purchased for this purpose have already 
arrived from abroad and are in the process of being <‘rected. It is 
4ixpected that bebue long a full unit will be working, thus making 
possible th(‘ undertaking of a scheme of instruction whert‘b^' a large 
number of our own boys in this ])roYine<‘ wu’ll be able to acquire sufficient 
knowledge, both theoretical and practical, and eventually se(Uire 
emjdoyment in the existing lextih‘ mills of the province. Two schemes 
for the extension of the Dye House and establishment of a Besearch 
Section at the Weaving Institute liave also been sanctioned. In view of 
the great possibilities of dye-industries in the province these schemes 
are expected to [h'od’HT quite far-reaching result > based on exi)eriment^5 
and reseaVch. 

1 have got another scheme sanctit)ned during the current financial 
year for enlarging the scope of training in it^s]>e(*t oh the leather 
industry of the ]>roviii(T and it is ex})ected tliat this new scheme when 
brought into oi)eratioii will bear quite fruitful results. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the silk industry ot the province, measures 
lire being adopted to reorganise its three productive branches, namely: — 

(a) Production of better-yielding ‘uid diseasi'-free cocoons. 

(h) Improved reeling of raw silk. 

(c) Better and more efficient methods of weaving. 

« 

The thre^j stages are inter-dependent. The more the w’eaving, the 
more the (onsumption ol raw silk; the more the consumption of raw 
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silk, the more the reeling; and the more the reeling, the more the 
rearing of cocoons. The Department of Industries bas taken t^imul- 
taneous measures for ejecting improvements in all ttie tliree stages of 
production. It is notan occasion to give full details about the various 
items of the work that have been undertaken with a view to attaining 
the objectives that I have set forth above. 1 may only mention in 
passing that in order to imj)rove tlie (|uality of reeling amongst the silk 
reelers of the province, a modern reeling institute, which is eipiipped 
with the latest type of reeling machinery, has been established at 
Malda. 

At Howrah again, a Conditioning House lias been established which 
will test raw silk and etfect'’ standardisation so that the sellers will know 
the (juality of the silk they hav(‘ produced and hence the ]»rice they 
may ex])ect to get and the buyers will know what the;\ ore pundiasing. 
Standardization, J need bardl\ mention, is bound to creat(‘ wider 
demands for the ])roducts. 

I am also taking st(‘ps to ask for necessary funds to be voted b,\ the 
Legislature for auother im])ortant institution at Berhamj)ore. AVhen 
established it will be one of the latest and most u])-to-date silk techno- 
logical institute where indigenous silk W(»rkers as also th(>st‘ \n ho have 
an interest in the silk industry can work band in hand for the dev(dop- 
ment of the industry and consequent economic benefit of the w'hole 
province. 

In order to improve and place on a more i)ractical basis the industrial 
education of the province 1 have taken effective steps to augment the 
industrial grants-in-aid fund. The increased provision of funds has 
made it possible for the department to extend help and assistance to a 
large number of industrial sclunds in the province, many of which are 
situated in the rural areas of Bengal. I have also taken steps to 
reorganise the peripatetic weaving schools by enlarging tlie curriculum 
of instruction, by introducing, amongst other things, the ti;uining in 
modern methods of weaving and technique of dyeing and bleaching. 

Three more important schemes that were put into operation during 
the year are the appointment of the Industrial, Survey Uommittee, the 
establishment of the Industrial Intelligence Section and the starting of 
the Industrial and Commercial Museum with moving exhibitions. 

The Industrial Sifrvey Committee was constituted with eminent 
scientists, economists, industrialists and businessmen to make a thorough 
investigation into the existing conditions of large, medium-sized, small 
and cottage industries in order to assess their future possibilities and 
also to suggest lines of new^ development. The membership of the 
Committee is as representative as it is dintiftguished and we are 
particularly fortunate in having been able tp secure the services of 
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Dr. J. Matihui, Dirertor-GenerajI of Coiimieirial Iiitelligemf and Statis- 
tics, jis its (’hainnan. Dr. Matthai is an officer of tbe Government of 
India with a proud and brilliant record of service and few can cdaim to 
talk with greater authority on industrial and statistical matters than 
hiu). It is also a mutter of gi*atification that we have su<K*eeded in 
getting on the Connnitee Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghosh of the All- 
India Village Industries A88o<*iation. 1 need not refer in details to 
Dr. Ghosh, for what he has been doing for cottage and small industries 
of Bengal is well known. The Committee can indeed boast of having 
on it the representatives of all sections of opinion and 1 wonder if 
the membership could be better chosen. Naturally we aie exj)ecting 
that the findings of the Committee will g;ive a definite lead in the 
matter of industrial development of the ])j'ovince in years to come. 


The establishment of the Industrial Intelligeiict* Section was again 
a V(‘rv important development of the Deyrartment of Industries, for 
without a fully etyuiyrped Statjstical s(‘ction the deyraitnient was feeling 
very much handicapyred in the matter of compiling industrial data 
whi(di are so very ne<‘essary for any yuogressive industiial planning. 
The functions of the section arc brii'fly to carry out industrial surveys 
of individual industries and individual districts, to com))ile inter- 
district trade statistics, to yrreparc yieriodical reyjorts on the comyriled 
data and to pi'ovide industrial information to en(|uirers from within 
and without the yrrovince. The utility of this ^e<*tion will increase 
much more when the Industrial Survey Committt‘e will have made its 
recommendations and outlined the yrossihllities of furtlnu' industrial 
expansion, for it will then have to lollect and disseminate industrial 
facts and materials more intensively and extensively. 

The decision to establish an Industrial Museum and a moving exhi- 
bition w^as also (yuite in the fitness of things, since, for the purpose 
of giving^impetus to the existing industries of Bengal the organisation 
of such institutions was a long-felt necessity. I am hapyry t(» be able 
to tell you this evening that the preliminary spade work has already 
been very efficiently done and within a few days we sliall formally 
inaugurate the Museum ami the moving exhibitiim. The Museum 
wdll he the rallying ground for all types of industrial products and 
will thus prvsent to the jmblic a complete picture of the industrial 
achievements and yrossibilities of the province. The Museum will also 
pi’ovide suitable charts, maps and pictorial representations of many 
economic facts and figures, along with models of industrial plants and 
machineries. An well-equipyred library als(» is going to be organised 
as an annexe to the Museum. The moving exhilhition again will be 
organised occasionally different centres of Bengal and the party will 
move from place to plf\ce in order to educate the public on the 
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industrial problems of the province and to make our*people industrial- 
minded. These institutions will, 1 hope, ^ a long way to impart an 
impetus to the industrial development of the province. 

Sir, 1 apprehend that this short account of uur polic\ and the pro- 
gramme of our activities during the last two years will not satisfy all 
of you. Your expectations must have been much more than what we 
have been able to achieve s(» far. But may I just impress upon yon the 
fact that a Government cannot move as quickly as the electorates would 
like it to. There are accepted metliods and procedures througli which 
our proposals are to pass and to which oiir aspirations have to he adjusted. 
So> certain delays are inevitahfe and a gradualncss in the execution of 
scheJues is unavoidable, f^iuhject to the limitations and difticnlties to 
which 1 invited your attention at the very beginning, we have tided our 
best to promote the development ot industries in tlu* [irovime. It is 
for you to assess the results and deliver judgment. I cannot claim that 
we have achieved very siihstantial advance or that we have done 
something ivniarkahle, hut I may claim just this that vvi* have made 
beginnings along planned lines witli real* seriousness and honest inten- 
tions. • ! am afraid it will he asking tor too much if you expect a 
Provincial (jovernineiit to make (he province as industrially advanct^d 
as for instance, flapan, uithin a short period ol a year or two. Our 
economy is dift'ereiit from that ot Japan and the conditions prevailing 
here are totally divergeui from those obtaining thtue. Out ambitious 
may be large, hut we are to adjust them to our resources, our require- 
ments and our limitations. You will, 1 hope, apprem’ate these factors 
and ditiiculties and in the light of them judge whatever- W(‘ ha\e been 
able to achieve 

Sir, one word more before J ie>ume my seat. 1 would request you 
to rememlrer that while Government may help the industrial develop* 
irient of the province to some extent and in some wa\s onJ\ , it is 
private enterprise which is the sure and sound foundation of industrial 
progress. Excejrt in countries where Socialism is ihe accepte^d doctrine 
of the State, Government can never niomqmlisc to itsrdf all the respon- 
sibility of industrialising the land. To expect it is \o expect tlie 
impossible aivl I would request you to consider that while Government 
has its responsibilities to carry out in the matttr of industrial develop- 
ment, the wider public also have their own paris to ^lay in the indus- 
trialisation of the countiy. Enterprise and capital, ready co-operation 
and willingness to t^ke advantag'e of the industrial pcfssihil it ies are 
all that is expected from the people. 

Sir, I am afraid, in telling* the hoirf)Ie juembers how I J.ave 
managed the affairs of my department <luring the last two years, I 
have drawn freely on their patience, time and indulgence and I would 
crave their pardon for the same. With the co-operation and encourage, 
ment of the hon’ble members I hope to be able to move further ahead 
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and break more giounda during^ the coming year stni when time comes 
for my asking for the next demand, I think I shall have a still more 
encouraging account of my dej)artmcnt to give. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHUIIY» 

of Santosh: Mr. President, Sir, human p8ych()logy is intricate. I must ' 
go further and say that it i.s .supremely difficult — almost impossible — to 
follow out the psycholog> of the Hon 'hie Finance Minister in all ita 
wanderings I liot me illustrate my point: 

The fine pennafion of his budget speech, in which be sought to 
enforce his deej) concern for tlie Upper House has purplexed me. He 
asked the rpl)er House to firmly ride the tinbridled colt of the new 
democracy to keej) it on the right track, hut he has not so far made any 
provision to enable the Upper House, through proper and adequate 
representation, to “i>oise” — I use his very expression — the Cabinet 
of the present Government by what he calls our *‘sane counsels and ripe 
experience”! He has gone further, he has even agreed to ignore the 
Parliamentary practice, w'ell established in England, that when a 
Minister is chosen from the House of Commons his undersVudy is 
selected from the House of Ijords and vice versa. On the otlier hand, 
the most modest demand of the Up]>er House to get one of its mem- 
bers elevated t(» the rank of a Minister with or without portfolio, to 
enable liim to act with authority as the Leader of the House, has 
been cast to tlu* winds and after nearly two years of its existence, one 
finds the rp]>er House still functioning without a Leader. 1 do not 
know whether the Finance Minister is tlie Leader of the House, but 
somehow or otlier he has not been able to make any pronouncement to 
that efPect as yet or perhaps it is u secret. Well, this is a condition 
which is only possible when the Government of the day admits a feeling 
of security in an undue degree wdiich enslaves its will and does not leave 
its judgment free. The two years that have gone by must have 
convinced anybody \t\\o is open to conviction that w’e are not anxious 
for the loaves and fishes of office, but we must fight for our rights and 
privileges and the dignity of the House; for they are dear to us and we 
feel that we can utilise them for the progress and advanqemen.t of our 
people. c 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister fears that the young democracy may 
at times plunge itself into a vortex of convulsion, into a political 
hysteria to adopt measures repugnant to all Motions of justice and 
f airplay, and he ap])ealed eloquently to the good sense of the Upper 
House and, for the matter of that, to the sober section of our people 
who connect their advocacies of political and legal changes with care- 
fully-burned theories of the human nature, to prevent such a misfortune. 

His fear is perhaps tegitimate — the perplexities of to-day are as 
embarrassiug as any in qur history and they may prove even more 
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.dangerous. The renovation of Parliamentary Government,^ the 
transformation of the conditions of ownership and occupation of land, 
the menace of Communism, the limitations on tree contract, and the 
rights of the majorities to restrict the private acts of the minorities are 
only some of the questions which go to justify such a fear. 

. Our recent constitution has been drafted in the right royal spirit of 
Hebrewism. In its desires to raise up the masses, the constitution has 
practically declared a jehad against all f<irms of Hellenism or classes, 
— witness the inequitable chanjjes which are being introduced to revolu- 
tionise the present system of tenancy legislation in every province in 
India, where landlordism dias been tabooed and they are now hurled 
down into the depth of ignominy in the name of progress. The middle 
classes are also being sacrificed. The real tillers of the soil are soon 
going to W landless serfs. Preach equality by all means — a high 
Hebrew tonic for fermenting the solidified society for remodelling, but 
do not ruthlessly handle the life-giving forces, as the life-giving forces, 
always very tender, are subject to quick (fecay at the slightest touch, aa 
it is tlfe maturest ])art of the body-politic. In the name of humanity 
and common well lieing d(» not indulge in levelling up, pulling down, 
making a smooth surface, destroying heigliis and creating evenness; 

-a comiium stand-point, average in its outlook. The resultant effect 
would he the opening up of the vast firmament upon tlu; heads, subjecd- 
ing ns to infinity, destroying thereby the shelter and mounds whii’h 
scuved for centuries as tools of progress and advam'ement. For real 
unity and progress, better recognise the interd(‘pendejice of our 
country’s prosperity upon the prosperity of eatdi clas^ and community 
of which our nation is composed. Anyway, I must ask the Hon 'hie 
Finance Minister in all seriousness to tell me what is the good of 
making an appeal like the one he has made to the Upper House unless 
lie is determined to make such provision in his Budget as will enable 
the l-pper House to make its ])resence and influence felt in the Lower 
House. 

The Hen’Ole Mr. NALINf RANJAN BARKER: Well, the provi- 
sion is there. It His Excellency appoints the Maharaja as a Minister, 
there will be no dearth of money. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURYp 
of SantOSh: But your Cabinet, is a cabinet of all-talents and I am 
intelligent enough to realise that I have no place in it. In any case, 
His Excellency is well-guarded by you and yon know more than any 
one else how to drive the money of any grant through profitable chan riels 
of your own choice. 

Sir, let me now put to another acid test the Hon’ble Finance 
Ministe^^s captivating profes.sion of aaalloyed regard for this House. 
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He h^as always assured us that he would give the attention of his mind 
with a genuine feeling of interest to all our wishes and wants. From 
my place in the Upper House, I repeatedly pleaded for the establish- 
ment of agricultural colonies of educated young men as an evperimental , 
measure — to make provisions for helping technical institutions, to 
advance industrial loans to enable young men with necessary training 
to set up small industries and agricultural farms, and I wish to know 
what the Finance Minister has done to give effect to my suggestions 
which were earnestly made to solve at least partially the grave ques- 
tion of uiiemployment which threatens to sjiell disaster to the youths of 
the land y The Minister in charge of Industries made a long speech — 
he was moving very fast — perhaps he equalled the speed of the American 
fjxpress, hut he left us as ignorant of what he had been doing as we 
were before he spoke. 1 also jileiided for the inauguration of such 
special institutions as will open new and lucrative avenues tor tmr 
young men to explore and t<f build u)) a [)ros]>erous and honourable 
life on a sound and economic basis. 1 pleaded f<>r such orientation 
or radical adjustment of our public instruction and for the adoption of 
such plans and methods of teaching as will enable our young jm*n to 
derive the utmost material benefit out of their training. 

I urged that the need of the present moment was tf> provide for 
scientific and industrial education on a large scale to go hand in hand 
with cultural education to enable our young men to build up their 
material ])rosperity uj»on the . unyielding elements of honesty and 
righteousness. If I understood him arigld, the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Industiies said that students should be discouraged from 
pursuing University education. That, Sir, is very far from my mind, 
rather this is a real moment when our students sliould be drawn nearer 
to the University ideal, because India, or for the matter of that the 
whole country inpluding Bengal, is now on the threshold of a new era, 
and it is ^essential that education which is the backbone of the nation 
should he imparted more freely and there must l>e expansion in all the 
departments of the l^niversit,\ instead of restricting its activities in any 
way. ‘ 

i 

But nevertheless, what 1 pleaded from my place in the Upper House 
was, wliat 1 may call, bifurcation of studies according to tlie needs of the 
different clasjies of students. May I know if ain tiling has been done 
in that direction!^ The Hoidble Finance Minister told us that he is 
going to borrow one crore of rupees. , I ask in all seriousness if he is 
going to do so for such purposes as 1 have referred to. Why not with 
one (Tore of rupees start an industrial and scientific university? Why 
not have industrial, scientific or technical institutions in all parts of 
the province including* rural areas where it is possible to start an insti- 
tution like that ? Wliak are you going to do with your one crore of 
rupees, I ask?* Perhaps you will sjieiul on certain matters which wilt 
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leave the nation where it is to-day and will not enable it to go further 
to march abreast with the progrressive nations of the world. * 

Having regard to modern conception of the State's duty, 1 asked for 
the formation of a Commission of Enquiry to ascertain how far various 
proposals made from time to time for our economii* advancement can 
be given rlfect to in Bengal and what other measures of lasting value 
can be taken to tackle the problem which is growing in size and com- 
plexity and what statutory a(‘tions are necessary to I'ope with the evil 
as it is to-day. I want to kn(»w wh\ the creation of sucli an <*x])ert ])ody 
has been postponed Y 

I pointed out troni tin* Blue Book that in Bengal onl\ flT pt‘r (Muit. 
of the total cultivable area is actually under cultivation at present. If 
the whfde available area is brought into use and up-to-dat<‘ means and 
scientific methods are adopted to augment production, it may go to 
double the means ot subsistence for the mainienance (»f the pre.wt 
population of Bengal and also materials for the general industrial 

improvement of the province on a ver\ b\rge scale. 

• 

I should like to know if the Hon'ble Einatict* Minist(‘r has done 
anything to give effe(*t to my suggestion in or<b‘r to product* more food 
for the increasing populatitm of Bengal, lias he, as 1 urged on him 
in tht* past, ])rovided foundations fttr tip-to-tlalt* and well-e<|uipped 
State organisations with rt‘(juisite funds to initiate, guide, aid and 
augment ent(‘rprises to effect the economic develo])nM*nt of the province 
on a scale commensurate with the magnitude of tlie luesent depression P 
Has his j)roposal .to borrow a colossal sum anything to do with such 
reform 

I suggested that Government Nhould have uj)-to-datt* statistics with 
reference to unemployment in Bengal, that such statist i<-s slnuild mit 
only be all-com])rehensive, hut should also he so sci^*ntificall^ tabulated 
as to fall in line with the general current of ‘coiiomic events, that 
in Bengal as in the other advanced States of the world, therT^ must l)e a 
department m- bureau for uuemployment and there fmisj alsr» be a 
Standing fymmittee in Bengal, recognised b> the (iovernment, to 
effectively deal with the pnddem of educate^l unempbjyment, and to 
prepare and maintain on modern scientific lines a comprehensive 
register of the unemjiloyed with neces.sary details of each case. I should 
like to know if the Hon'hle Finance Minister has maih* an\ prvivision 
for this mucli-needed reform. 

Need I remind the Hon’ble Finance Minister that from m\ place 
in the Ujqjer House 1 fervently appealed fo him to make lib<*raJ 
provisions to enable our boy.s and girls to march abfeast with the 
progressive nations of the world for physical fitne.ss'' 1 see a smile on 
his lips. Perhaps he want> to take it light-heartedly. Last time he 

did not hesitate to sav that because 1 wa.s tlte President of the Indian 

• • 
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Football Association, I could not help brin^ring up such matters. But 
to-da.V, 1 am in a position to tell him that I have ceased to be the 
President of the Indian Football Association, but I shall not cease to 
labour to make our boys and girls physically ht, judged by the world 
standard. Any way, I pleaded for more playing fields, gymnasiums, 
open-air swimming baths. The Hon'ble Finance Minister on that occa- 
sion told me that in the rural areas, flood waters are always available 
to our boys and girls. A fine suggestion indeed ! A masterly grasp 
of the situation no doubt I I wish he could understand that it was not 
merely for ihe sake of games and sports or merely to satisfy the 
irresistil)le ambition of our bo\s and girls^ to reach the top in the 
world-race for athleiit* supremac\ but also to make them physically 
fit for industrial and agricultural wprks, f(U’ military and police duties, 
that I am so anxious to see tlieir body ])roperly built up. But w^hat 
has the Hon’ble Minister done in this dirw tion? 

In modern age, physi<‘al irtiining in gymnasium has la^en revived 
by (xermany. I am sure the Mon ’hie Minister knows that. It was not 
until the end of 19th century that it was recognised in England. In 
Germany, the Government not only controls the practii'e of gymnastics 
but makes it compulsory for every child and adult to undergo a 
prescribed course of [diysical training. In France, Sweden, Denmark, 
Italy, Switzerland and Itussia, physical training is under State control. 
It was rightly (d»served by Mussolini that “nations which negle(‘t those 
physical and moral values which inakt* the sum total of power are not 
destined to hand on a great civilisation to posterity'*. We need a huge 
stnff of specialised physical training instructors to build u]» the nation. 
Our physical culture activities are to la* organised on a national basia 
and should lx* in charge of a resjionsible Minister for Physic’al 

Education. I see that smile on the lips of the Financi* Minister again. 
But a day will come when he yvill realise that funds must be provided 
with a view’ to e^<dw,‘ a complete system of physical education and 
athletic training in this country. Su(‘h a machinery is long overdue 
and it will be criminal to postpone its creation to the (xreek Calends. 
We must make laws and comlitions to build up the nation’s health. 
Is the llon'ble Finama*, Minister going to spend his borrow’od crore 
for such nation-building pur]»osesy 

Bengal is still ho]n‘lessly disorganised in matters of physical educa- 
tion and athle'tic training. In all civilised cou*ntries of the world, 

physical training is under State control. It is high time that the 

Bengal Government should make up its mind and l>e up and doing to 

build up our man-power. There must be a State central health and 
sports bureau v^hi^ b will be the axis on whi(‘h all organisations of sports 
and physical culture of* Bengal will revolve. My scheme for a sports 
stadium is lying on the archives of the Writers’ Buildings for nearly 
two years and it is approved and given effect to, it may be made to 
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unify all provincial organisations into a homogeneous whole throjigh 
co-ordination and standardisation. May I request the Hon ’hie Finance 
Minister to give his attention to this all important matter without 
delay y 

Major-General Lindsay, Commander, Presidency and Assam DistrioL 
in the course of an important si)eech which he made a few days ago at 
the opening of tlie Indian Scliool Sport#! Assoidation said in liis 
characteristic way, “what is wanted in a great League of Youths 
marching towards tlie goal of p|^ysical fitness, and the ideal of helping 
to ensure a fit posterity hy being fit themselves. Thus is a ra<*e made 
virile, so why not create a Youth Movement, a Nati(mal Organisation 
and (\»uncil and a National Institute of Pliysical Kducation for the 
wdiole country”. 

These words are j)regnant with great jiossihilities, great wisdom, and 
I think tlie Finance Minister woubl think twice hcdore he rejects thia 
suggestion coming from a great soldier, a man of great wisdom and 
ex])erieiy*e. 

Then again, can we, I ask the Hon’ble Finam'c Minister in all 
seriousness, shut our eyes to the fact that wh<‘n other nations of the 
• world are busy in framing Five- Year or Ten-Year Nutrition Plans, our 
fiiovernmeiit has no clear idea of what it should attionpt to achieve P 
Will he ponder over this problem and freel> spenil money over its- 
solution P 

In the past, from m\ plare in the I'ppei House*, 1 pleaded for the 
formation of a Federation of Zemindarv Kstates, witli ea(‘h (‘state as an 
autonomous unit in its constitutional frame-work, governed b,\ certain 
common laws and jirinciples for tlie general good and ufd 1-being of 
the (aiuntry. The idea is to leorganisi* tin* Zemiridary systi'in on a 
co-operative basis within the s(‘(q)e of the permanent sjtlemcnt tor the 
benefit of all within the sphere of its activities. Oirc of ttic chi(*f 
objects of such a Federatiim, 1 jminted out would be to inaugurate a 
common agricultural and industrial ])oiicA on modern and scientific 
lines, to be pursued by the F(*deral (*staf(*s ^o that concerted actions by 
them ma>' be made possible for comprehensive agi’icultural and indus- 
trial improvements to the lasting benefit of both l?ind-hold(*rs and 
tenants so that new avenues of employment may be throwq open to the 
educated youths of the middle class within the limits of the F(*deration. 
It will, I reptmt, go to augment^ the resources of the people, provide 
lands to the landle.ss tillers of the soil and to such tenants as are too 
pwr to meet the requirements of the Federation like the one I have 
outlined, and bring new revenue.s to the coffers of the State. The 
Hon^ble Finance Mini.ster is anxious to impose* fresh taxation, why 
not try this way to raise more money by levy (m improvements? It is 
no good flogging a dead horse. I do DO,t think you can impose further 
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taxation on land. But why not try this scheme? Why not try to 
improve the agricultural lands? Why not tr>" to cultivate the cultivable 
land which has not yet been cultivated, and thereby increase your 
income, and also increase your vitality to help the nation-building 
departments. The capital expenditure required for the formation of' 
such a Federation and for agricultural and industrial developments 
within its jurisdiction, I pointed out, could be raised by loans, 
guaranteed by Governmeni, either in India or in foreign countries. 

May 1 ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister whether he has given 
his thought over Ihis matter and to telf us if the one crore of rupees he 
proposes t(» borrow and also the money Ghat he hopes to get by 
imposition of fresh taxes will be devoted to a noble purpose like this? 
tiovernment should not only strive hard to solve problems connected 
with imposition of taxes and collection of revenue, but should also make 
liberal provisions for such all-round improvements by way of produc- 
tive works as may enable the^people to pay them. Tinkering with land 
laws 1 must say will not s(dVe tin* jxjverty problem of the tillers of the 
soil. Will the Hon’ble Finan(‘e Minis! er bring this matter b<?fore the 
Cabinet and see that the Tanid Jtevenue Commission may thoroughly 
explore the suggestion and recommend tlie abandonment of such laws 
as may be hostile to such a consiimmaiion and formulate such measures, ^ 
to be ultimately placed on the Statute Book as may lead to the fruition 
of the scheme outlined? The list (d m> suggestions, made in the past, 
has already become a long one and 1 do not pro])ose to embarrass the 
Bon’ble Finance Minister aii> further by spinning it out to a greater 
length for the purpose of my acid test, as 1 have termed it. I am 
afrai<l he ^liall have to confess that he did not find it possible to do 
anything with refenuH’e to those sugg-(‘st ions, in ^])ite of his great 
regard inr tin* Upper H<mse. Let me tell him that we want his active 
and not lip-deep sympathy. We refuse to be hood-\\ inked or ignored. 
The feeling is gro^wing stronger and stronger evt*ry da\ . that the 
TT])per riouse niust m(d)ilise its strength to direct its will and energy 
through the right channel to achieve tliose results which loom large 
on its intensified vision. , 

Now, lei UH* make' (»ut one or two m‘W j>oints. With your permis- 
sion, Sir, I shall say a few words with reference to the all-important 
and all-absorbing question of education. 1 am disappointed to find 
that the Bufiget is not an inspiring one in respect thereof. 

This has shocked me, as only a few days ago, the Hon’ble Home 
Minister made rather an astounding statement with reference to my 
friend Ilai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee’s motion pressing for a 
fair representation of Bengalees in the Civil and the Military Services 
under the (Government of India — that Bengalee (;andidates for appoint- 
ment to these services eyre showing lamentable lack of efficiency at com- 
petitive exanjinations, that they even run away, take to their heels so 
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to say from such exaininatiouH. W’tiUHe they were noi competeut to 
face a trial ! In my considered opinion there is no sign of intellectual 
degeneration or stagnation in the life of our students. The highest 
^ educational authorities of the d^y have had tu admit that the average 
of our University students are intellectually as keen and their mental 
power is as much creative as those of the students of other Universities 
in and out of India. But if (loverninenl thinks otherwise, then, why 
no provision has been made to create a Commission of Eniiuiry to find 
out the cause of the deterioration I-' We must know what should be done 
to arrest tlie rot, if there hak been a set-back. Will the Finance 
Minister provide sufficient funds for this? Would he see that teachers 
with “minimum (jualifications** — as they often say — are not appointed 
on communal or any other grounds? We must employ the best |M>ssible 
teachers 

Fdu(*ation builds u]) the back-lxnie of a nation and it is sure to 
be weak and defective if we allow the efficiency of the instructive staffs 
of our educational institutions to be in any wa\ seiiously impaired. 
In the sphere of education we need the very best of men to cleanse the 
gjutes of our Universities and to stimulate their sluggish coal into 
activity. To return to competitive examinations, this House should 
like t(» know how candidatt*s are sel(‘(‘ted and the Board of Examiners 
<*nnsf ituted. Do the best of our students always get a chance purely 
on grounds of merit ? 

To emj)hasise the need of a much larger numher of well-trained 
teachers in our country, I may ])oint out that, whereas the Universities 
in India can afford to employ only one teacher per dbl students, the 
Universities in England nniintain one teacher ]>er 10 students, and the 
I niversities in the I nited States and Germany one teacher per 14 and 
10 students, respectively. These fac'ts, T feel hound to say, aie, col- 
lectively, a sad commentary (ui the cemdiiions pievaiiling in India in 
respect of education. I’hose who are at the lielni of our affairs can 
ill-afford to forget that in England there are, rouglily speakijig, no 
less than one hundred and eleven training institutions for teachers and 
if 0111 population is compared witli that of England the shortsighted 
policy followed hcie in this resjieet must apfiear to he ridiculously 
preposterous and must stagger all observant peojde •interested in the 
Welfare of this country. Will the Finance Minister provide monev 
to mitigate this evil -Jo far as Bengal is (‘om-eined? * 

Then again, a residential T'liiversity, and for the matter of that, 
all residential educational institutions which are units jif that university 
are best able to create for our students an atmosphere which is condu- 
cive to their moral, intellectual and pliysiial welfare. A speedy 
reform of an universal character in tliis direction ^is essentially necessary 
and is l)ouiid to come in the near future. The Report of the Universi- 
ties Commission of 1902, the Universities A(‘t of 1904* and successive 
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reports of the Tjocal Govenunents and of the Imperial Government have 
perhaps indicated in an unmistakable manner the path to be followed 
for the realisation of the residential ideal. Will the Finance Minister 
spend the one crore of rupees which he wishes to borrow, to realise^ 
Beng-aPs dream to give her people a corporate life and effect Hindu- 
Moslem unity through the medium of residential educational institu- 
tions? 

Sir, I have done. My criticisms have been perhaps strong, but 
let not the Finance Minister doubt even for a moment that I have said 
so much only because 1 consider him to be one of the most skilful of 
BengaPs financiers, able to do a lot for Be^iigal. Such being the case, 

I really do not wish him to tolerate the real issue in budgeting being 
obscured by a ^ipirit to catch votes, or for that matter, by party demands 
and mandates. The other day. Dr. Mook(‘rjee characterised his budget 
as an accountanPs budget 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Or rather as the 
book-keeper’s budget! for an accountanPs budget is on a higher plane! 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
SantOSh: Bui the Finance Minister, T sineercdy believe, knows that * 
the account book may record every exptuiditure and may be very care- 
fully balanced, but iht‘ budget should tell us how the money ought to 
go before ii is gone. It shoubl formulate plans and poli(*ies for the 
future, — it must apportion fluctuating items from . past fig’ures — deter- 
mine upon the amount of .savings for the year, and provide money for 
various expansions calculated to make the country great and its people 
more prospenms. I also believe that with a little more care and fore- 
thought he should be able io stretch the income of Bengal to keep her 
out of debt or fresh taxation. I still hope that he will give up the 
idea of drawing blood out (d stone, or flogging a dead horse to move 
txdween the shafts. 1^*1 him take into consideration the present 
gloomy economic outlook of the country and prevent by all means the 
equillibrium of our economic life from being completely 'thrown out of 
gear. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, 
Sir, I cannot help admiring the noble sentiments of the Finance 
Minister. On page 87 of hi.> Budget Statement he .said, “Is it too 
much to expect that any measure conceived in the interests of the 
masses whovse^ amelioration is the primary objective of all parties, 
should receive the active support of every shade of public opinion”. 

I would have offered* him hearty congratulations had he translated 
these noble sentiments » into action. Who are these masses — the 
iYi?vVrtY.v BTul the working classes .of Bengal. Of course, T leave the 
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problems of the agricultural masses to be discussed by mufasail mem- 
bers. I would simply state the case ot the workiuir classes, and 
specially industrial labour. Members of this House hardly realise* the 
importance of the portfolio of labour which ha^ been created under 
the present constitution for the protection of Bengars working classes. 
•For some time past public leaders believed and even now th(‘y believe 
that India supplies only raw materials for manufacture abroad. It 
is no longer so. The industrial importance of India was re(‘ognised 
by the licague of Nations and the International Labour Conftuvnco 
and a seat was allotted to her on the governing body of that c(uiference 
and ray friend Mr. Joshi, a iiotninated labour representative, oi^cupied 
that seat. That India is one of the leading industrial countries of 
the world has been well established and Bengal tops the list of India’s 
industrial provinces. Bengal is no more a. mere supplier of raw 
materials. Bengal manufactured exported jute fabrics to the extent 
of 42 crores of rupees in 1924 and this increased to Us. oti crores in 
1929 when price of jute was Rs. 70 j)er j>ale and then paiil sometlung 
like 8 (Tores of rut>e(‘s us wages and siilaii(‘s of about 4 lakhs of 
employees excluding labour for l)aling jute. Tlie export value of jute 
manufactures fell to Rs. -HI crores last year as the price of jute declined 
100 per (‘ent. This is ecpial to 2^. times tlie revenue of Btuigal. 
Manufacturers of tea in the Duals, Jalpaiguri and Darjmding ex]>ort 
al>out Rs. 5 crores of worth of lea, plantt^d and made by moie than two 
lakhs workers wlio di’uw at least two (‘rores ot lupees as wag(‘s. Tln^ 
coal industry in Burdwan district absorbs over 50,000 mimus, moio 
than 60,000 las<*ars man the shi])s entering (’alcutta and (Oiittagong 
ports — ('otton mills gre growing every day, and more than 40,000 
workers are eniployt‘d in those mills. Trans])orts including bioad 
gauge and light railways, tramways, motor vehicles and inland 
navigation provide work for at least 60.000 hands. I am onl\ giving 
rough figures. There are scores of small industries— (Uigineering, 
electricity, chemicals, rice-mills, iron wmrks in Kiiljji and Burnpur. 
Large quantities of pig iron are exported to Japan apd Bri^iin from 
Bengal Iron Works and I would roughly estimate that at l(‘ast one 
million w^orkers are employed in large and small organised industries. 
At the lowest Vate of Rs. 120 a year, the wages bill of Bengal is 120 
millions of rupees or 12 crores which is equal lo the jiresent revenue 
of Bengal. Is it not simply ridiculous that the Fimyice Minister has 
only provided Rs. 96,7(K) for the administration of Uommeree and 
Labour Departments? 'Is it humanly possible to look aftei^the interests 
of a million w’orkers with the help of a couple of officers known as the 
Commissioner and the Assistant ^Commissioner of Labour, and a few 
clerks — and yet the Finance Minister said that his Budget ha*^ been 
designed to benefit the masses of Bengal? The machinery rrf administra- 
tion for protecting the interests of one million w;urker8 should b(‘ ade- 
quate with experienced officers and staff to deal with statistics of factories, 
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iiiiiipH and plaiita'iions. An upjto-date Labour Bureau for preparation of 
family bud^^eta and coat of living index should be started. Bombay is 
far ahead of us in this respect and has a good Labour Bureau. Healthy 
housing and welfare of labour should also be given due attention. Strikes 
and deadlocks have become the order of the day. They are the verit- 
able sources in the absence (jf pucca trade unionism for collective bar-' 
gaining of unspeakable misery of workers and starvation and pauperi- 
sation due io unemployment from discharge. Most important of all 
machineries to deal with strikes or trade disputes are known as concilia- 
tion machineries. The lU)yal (kimmission on Jjubour have emphasised 
the urgency of appointing comdliation oHicers. Hitherto official 
intervenfion appeared on the final sfage of the strike, <*omiuittees and 
tribunals have been set up at the last moment as in the cases of the 
iron workers^ strike at Kulti and Burn pur and the shoe factory at 
Batanagar. They serve the purpose of something like a posi-mortem 
examination. To quote the report of the Royal (hmmission : *‘We 
would emphasise the fact that, the most useful form of State assistance 
in dealing with trade disputes is scarcely employed in India. It is 
at the climax of the dispute when the parties have completely failed 
to reach a common stand-point that settlement is most difficult. The 
need of (pmlifi(‘d (officers to undertake conciliation is great in Bengal”, 
Here I must sound a note of warning to the (government that I he 
police and military officers are not qualified for these jobs unless they 
undergo special training. The jmlice man or the army man has very 
vague ideas about the psychology of woikers' mind and the conditions 
under which they work nor do they know the intliiences and environ- 
ments that sunxmnd mill areas. It is my firm conviction that many 
thousand jute workers wlio jraitiidpated in vstiikes during the last two 
years and lost lakhs of rupees in wages would have fared better had 
they received any assistance from Government conciliation officers. 
Recent events in Tittaghur jute mills are indications of how poor mill 
hands are exploited not only by politicians but by the communalists. 
About th«' middlf‘ of November, half a dozen mill bands of a jute mill 
in Tittaghur were dismissed for insubordination. Politicians got 
busy and instead of investigating wh\ these men vrere victimised, they 
promoted lightning strikes in all the local mills in that place causing 
starvation to more than 30 thousand workers for weeks. Badmdshes 
were imported, communal passion was roused to its highest pitch, and 
there was Hindu-Moslem tension among mill hands resulting in 
murder. For the first time in the history of jute labour movement, 
the poison of communalism was injected by designing persons. 
Sardars, shop-keepers, money-lenders, landlords, goondas, communists, 
and (U)mmunalist8 seemed to have vied with one another in exciting 
and exploiting local labour. The armed police checked the riot, but 
neither the Subdiviaional Officer nor the jute companies* labour offi(‘er 
could prevail upon the strikers to torminate the strike. The 
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unpretiedented feature of this strike was that a majority of the strikers 
were Hindus. The Muhaiiiniadaus wio constituted nearly 40 })er 
rent, of the mill hands were unwilliiiK 1o continue tin' strike, but* the 
strike dragged on for six or seven weeks. Kashtiapati Bose, the 
President of the (Congress, intervened and issued statements as if the 
•femployers introduced comnlunaP hooliganism in ordt'i- to divide the 
workers, but the facts disproved such ‘■statements. The politicians 
vainly tried to make out that this local general strike was due to the 
jute ordinanc'e. Communistie jm)i)aganda was at the hark of this 
strike. The disastrous eoiisecjiience of this local strike was that more 
than a thousand Madrasis lost *their jobs and they were replac'ed by 
willing Moslems. The emj)loyers tried their best to restart the mills 
and opened mill gates day 'after day; but the Hindus, sjreeially the 
Madrasis reputed to be tnost gullible, failed to enter the mills. These 
poor fellow’s and their dependants have become' sliandt'd - at Tittagui h. 
Responsible llindn leaders of Tiltagurb have' told me that the real 
vietimis(*i s we're the* agitators who were herit ui)on elislocating lalnrur 
and not on welfare of labour. My peniit^ is that if the Ministry of 
Lahoui Jiad adopted the recommendations of the Renal liaboin (k)m- 
mission and had at its se'i’vice irnp«irtial and experie'iice'd eoneiliation 
officers to advise* the worke*is, this thouglith'ss .strike* W’ould not have 
eonie about or would have* (‘neb'd within a fe‘w days. The* huge* loss 
ill wages amounting to 10 lakhs of rupe't's, not to talk ed einjrloye'i s’ 
loss of at least half the ainoiuit as woll as the hiss of lives over- sudden 
outburst of communal passion, would have l)(*e n aveddt'd. Revolu- 
tionary juopaganda is earried on under the haniie*!’ of coniinunism in 
mill areas and slogans '‘I)owm with British Imperialism”, “Down with 
Foreign Capitalism” are shouted to incite the ignorant, workers, hut 
is it not the business of the Government to edie^’k this by counter- 
propaganda through its departmental officers and thereby juoteet the 
bread and butter of woge earners*^ Why slioubl Government continue 
to rely on unreliable police reports and employers’ version H And >et 
the Hon'hle Finance Minister said in his statement that pndection of 
the masses is the primary objective of his .Go’vernment and he provides 
only a paltrv sum of Rs. 90,700 for the administration of the Labour 
portfolio. * 

The Finance Minister hopes to taj) a few Vxtra lakhs from jute 
duty and im'ome-tax, hut his hojies w’ill be sliatiered fresh deadlocks 
or*(‘ur in manufacture of jute. In fart, left wing nationalists under 
the new regime are cem tern plating a general strike of ju‘^e workers in* 
the near future. The Hon’hle Minister should note that an export 
duty of Rs. 20 to Rs. *‘12 per ton W sac'king and hessians manufactured 
in our jute mills will not he realised if such general strike comes off 
with financial assistance from the speculators. 

I hope I have not overtaxed the patience of rr.y fellow-members and 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister. T would not conclude by a reference 
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to the two taxation proposal^ of the Finance Minister calculated to 
bring 12 lakhs of rupees. Is it worthwhile to tax professions and 
trades and callings and add fresh burdens on the slender income of 
middle-class traders, lawyers, doctors and brokers? Does he not 
realise that in these days of depression most of them who have to 
maintain genteel a]>pearances and somewhat artificial standard of 
living cannot mak<* two ends meet even with incomes of more than 
Us. 2,000 a year? 1 have advocated for the last 18 or 19 years that 
the last objectionable and most easily realisable tax was succession 
or death duty. Why did he not think of raising the rate of probate 
and succession duties and introducing* a grat^ated tax on estates of 
deceased persons? In all civilised countries, this form of taxation on 
large estates lias i)roved to be most equitable and yields large income. 

At my instigation and continuous questioning, an enquiry was made 
by the late Sir Tohn Kerr, Finance Member in 1922, and I believe he 
estimated a revenue of something like Rs. oO lakhs on graduated scale 
rising up to 3d per cent, on es\ates above 10 lakhs of rupees. In Bengal 
there are many millionaires -and Rajas and Maharajas who leave large 
fortunes and estates for adopted sons to squander away without- making 
charitable bequests. Only recently the late Sir Rajendra Nath 
Mookerjee left big fortunes 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I hope the hon’ble member will ^ 
keep to his own words, instead of 10 minutes he has already taken 15 
minutes. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: One minute 
more, Sir, and I will finish. ^ 

Only recently the late Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee left big 
fortunes. So did Sir Onkar Mull Jatia and Sir Hariram (loenka, not 
to talk of other millionaires and multi-millionaires, Britishers and 
Indians who died leaving vast fortunes in Bengal. A share of that 
fortune ip the shape' of death duty would help a lot in the introduction 
of primary education. Many estates in Bengal have evaporated over 
succession suits for payment of lawyers’ fees up to Privy Council and 
should have been taxed for the benefit of the community. With these 
words. Sir, 1 resume rfiy seat. 

Mr. KHOR8HED ALAM CHOWDHURY^SIt, whoever has ever 
«iade any speech on the Budget has felt the difficulty of an actor on 
a stage wdth an empty auditorium. It is attention, appreciation and 
willingness on the part of the audience that encourage the speaker on 
u platform and the actor on a stage to perform his part satisfactorily. 

A budget speech on our part is nothing but a cry in the wilderness. It 
receives response mostly in the shape of indifierence, if not ridicule. 

In the House where we are sitting w^e are expected to play the role of 
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critics having no hand in addition, alteration, omission or introduction 
in the Budget. The provision for such abortive speeches is an insist to 
this House. Our experience in the past does not encourage us to 
believe that the spee(‘lies on this floor will have any effect on the 
.Treasury Bench. • 

The speech delivered by the Hon’ble Finance Minister at the 
time of introducing the Budget this session is full of pessimism. The 
Finance Minister has got to work within limited resources. But when 
he speaks of the lack of civic consciousness, one feels inclined to ask 
him what he or his Governinent# has done for the removal of this defect. 
I am not a Congressman only because I cannot lend support to its 
policy and politics entirely. If the working of the Congress could be 
split up in different departments, I would have unhesitatingly joined 
that department of its work which is devoted to the awakening of the 
civic consciousness of the people of this country. What they have 
done up till now may not be sutficienf for the requirements, but is 
undoubtedly laudable on their part. If , the Government could make 
provisiejn for free and compulsory primary education to liquidate 
illiteracy in the province without fresh taxation, we could admire the 
present Ministry, as that would be the surest means of developing civic 
consciousness among our masses. The complaint of dearth of 
competent men to cope with the problem and to pursue schemes in 
furtherance thereof is not at all tenable in a province which has pro- 
duced men whose services have been requisitioned in other provinces 
in India and even in Soviet Eussia. What they are doing for others 
they will not certainly refuse to do for their own country. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister wdll, I am sure, say in reply to this that 
the resources of the Government, as they are at present, are too 
limited to provide for free and compulsory primary education and ihal 
although the Government has kept before it the idea of introducing 
the system of free and compulsory primary educatio^a, it cannot lake 
up the project without fresh taxation which is sure to hieet with 
unpopularity. This reply naturally direct our attention to the Budget 
in which we notice no departure from that of the previous years. It 
is not possible to enter into detailed discussion of the. whole Budget. 
Hence I shall take up only a few^ heads. 

• 

We find that a huge sum has been provided for the presideney 
police. In Calcutta, An enormous sum of money goes to meet the 
salaries of Sergeants who are nothing more than glorified constables 
with some difference in the cofiiplexion of their skin but with very 
little education. They get more than the Sub-Inspectors do. On much 
less than the salary paid to a Sergeant, we can have educated Indians. 
If no distribution of colour is made in this grade, we can save mone.\ 
and at the same time solve the problem of unemployment to some extent. 

Next comes the Department of Public Works. In this department 
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also a huge sum has been proT^ided to be spent for the construction of 
new» buildings. I cannot congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
on such provision when he pleads insulficiency of funds for more urgent 
and important nature of work. 

VVe expected the organiser of the Hincfusthan Co-operative Insur- ^ 
ance Company to introduce something new and encouraging in the 
budget of this year of this bigger Hindusthan. But unfortunately 
il has fallen far short of our expectation. 

In the concluding paragraph of his speech the Hnn’ble Finance 
Minister ‘'hows that lie realises the iifjportance of courtesy where it 
costs us nothing; and nobody can find fau\t with him for any lack of 
courtesy lowards this House. But does ho not realise that the wishes 
of this II ouse of Elders are more for being laughed at than for guid- 
ance or (dieck? Only the other day. the Right Hon’ble the Agha Khan, 
enjoying the reputation of a world politician, made some observations 
regarding the duties and fun’ctions of the Upper House and he has 
also given a hint that if the •Upper House goes on working in the way 
it does, the Government will consider w'hether the continuance of this 
House would be a devsideratum. The Hon’ble Finance Minister lias 
said that this House wull be a check on the other House. But the 
wav in which the wishes of this House are treated by the Cabinet 
sliows that this House exists only in name and its prescribed functions 
are only a pious wish in the Statuit'. If things go on like this, Ihe 
sooner the prophecy of the Right Hou’ble the Aga Khan regarding 
its abolition comes to be realised, the better, v 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, the third 
budget — a deficit budget for the year 1939-40 — has been presented 
to us. It smacks of Imperialism as of old. No change has been 
brought about in its outlook and design. The same T.C.S. has been 
maintained with^' simiptuous allowances, and increasing judiciary 
to uphold them and the police with all its powers and prerogatives to 
guard them. The state machinery i^ in its full swing to keep the 
Imperialists and the capitalists in domination over the masses and at 
the cost of the latter. ^ 

The Budget ^bows that the expenses under the heads (1) Police, 
(ii) Chvil Works, (3) Superannuation allowance and pension, (4) 
Interest on dvbts and (5) Jails and convict settlements alone, amount 
to about Rs. 6^ crores almost half the revenue of Bengal, whirdi is 
about Rs. 14 crores. These expenditistres are purely unproductive and 
more beneficial to the rulers than the ruled. 

The Budget has been prefaced by a speech, which is more of a 
political propaganda on behalf of the present Ministry than a financier’s 
statentent. To cover up the defects in the Budget and the shrewd 
policy of the Cabinet to avoid meeting the just demands of the public, 
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the Hon’ble Finance Minister has introduceil abstruse political theories 
and discussed them at length more suitable in a class room than in 
the Chamber of Legislature. As a reputed actor on the political stagpe 
of Bengal, he expresses melodramatic anxiety tor the general welfare 
.of, Bengal but carefull\ a^ioids tp present any militant scheme before 
us to fight the mass illiteracy, unemployment of th(‘ middle class, 
agricultural and industrial backwardness compared to othei' nations of 
the world. He shelves all these problems for th(' ])rt‘sent pleading the 
poor tax-paying eaj)aeity, want oi civic con.sciousness and in elastic 
revenues of Bengal. In spite oj‘ seeming s(dicilmle for the masses, the 
Budget has reproduced like a mirror, how the Ministry have, at every 
ste]), betrayed popular (‘al^t‘ tor their self-pre.servaiion . They have 
made distribution of funds and aj)pointments in ])ublic services (even 
in the sj)here of education) on ])a]ty linc^. which will rt‘sult in 
inefficiency and undue incr(‘a‘'(* in the cost (d woiking the administrative 
machinery witliout e(]uivalent benefit to the tax-pa\er and tluu'o has, 
in fact, been an all-round increase in the*(‘\p(‘nditure side of tli(‘ pri'scmt 
budget. The fiovernment thus will be guilty of (‘conomic injustice 
and fost«‘ring the growth of ceniiuiinalism in place of nationalism, 
which is and should be lht‘ goal of all civilizi'd ( loviunment . 

What brilliant record of work tin* (lovernment can show to the 
public regarding nation-building (l(*i)arlments y 

The Government, although f)rofesses to be a j)o])ii’ar one, has not 
yet planned for spreading free' and compulsory primary education 
for the general mass without any distinction of (‘aste, colour or creed, 
but is not slow in (Seating separate funds for schedule caste, ])urd.ah 
college, and Anglo-Indian and Kuroj)ean education and Hall for 
Muslim students. 

Can we not solve our yjrimary education problem by starting a net- 
work of day and night classes in thatched cottages fui purely 
Indian style all over Bengal just to impart education to boys^and girls 
in the three TLs only and t(» imj)leTnent same by ])roadeast ings and 
lantern lectures occasio]iall,\ y Teachers can he refuniited locally and 
also from Congress and other social organisations, viz., Bratachari 
Associations, etc., on a mere pittance. Expe^ises will be negligible 
compared to Government institution to serve siinijar purpose. To 
inspire confidence in people, Government must take them into con- 
fidence. 

Nothing has been done for irrigation which is a crying need of 
Bengal. The people will die out of disease a?id starvation if the 
irrigation system and waierways are not properly overhauled and 
regulated. Sir William Wileox extremely depreeated the irrigation 
system of Bengal, hut saw great possibilities if the problem eould 
he tackled properly. He h(»])ed that given proj^er attention, the lands 
of Bengal would be as fertile as the hanks of the Nile in Egypt. 
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More af^riruJtura] development on scientific lines is preferable to 
that of hif^hJy industrialised state of our country unless they are 
absolutely owned and controlled by State. Public bureau should be 
opened to rlisseininate agricultural and industrial informations among* 
rural ix)pulation to teacli and give them incentive to launcli into small, 
(X)ttage indiisiries and revive what are dead to cater to the needs of 
districts. 

The hudgel has added a burden of 1 lakh and Rs. 80,000 for publicity 
arbitrarily. Itistead of exploiting the department for tnnnpeting 
ministerial rot/// de tat and less important affairs, why should it not 
be a vehicle for giving publicity to the said agricultural and industrial 
and educational bureau? 

liust year Rs. 12 lakhs were spent for working the DellR (hincilia- 
lion Boards. Although they are of doubtful utility, Government 
demand a furthcT grant of Rs. 9 lakhs. Persons, who are far from 
being cultivators, i.e., even '^iJemindars are taking advantage of the 
Boards, which in the near ‘future, are hound to react against those 
lor whose benefit they are set up. The village m-ohnjans are now 
refusing to huul money to peasants on mortgage in times of needs unless 
they execute a hohala. 

I list (‘ad of such Boards, could not Government start a few rural * 
credit hanks with the money provided under this grant. If a Govern- 
ment guarantee is given, public money would flow in and keep the 
hanks going, Tlnm, hanks will serve the double purpose of financing 
tin* cottage industries and the insolvent peasantry. 

(’ould not (iov(‘rnnient nationalise some of the industries of Bengal, 
specially of t’alcutta only, viz., electricity, telephone and tramway. 
The Central (lovernment has fast been nationalising the Railways of 
India and realising large receipts: wdiat objection can there he of the 
Bengal Government’ to this proposal? They are likely to prove perma- 
nent and stable sources of revenue for Bengal. 

By retrenchment: I request the Government humbly — 

(a) to make personal appeal in the name of Bengal to the members 
of th^ Indian Civil Service to agree to a voluntary cut in 
their emoluments as in Madras, 

(/>) to accept the recommendations of the Swan Committee in full, 
and ^ 

(r) to put ui> stubborn tight with tiit‘ Central Government and 
send representation to the Secretary of State to obtain majoi 
portion ot the revenues of Bengal, \vhich are realised by 
the Central Government at least for 10 years foi the 

present. 
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To cope with the unwarranted and iiniustitiable increase of expenses, 
the Ministry proposes to impose two taxes which will yicM Bs. 12 lakhs 
and without which the schemes of the Ministry wilt not be complete. 

(1) An exaction of Rs. 80 in the nature of a poll-tax on all payers 
• of* income-tax. It is repitgfnant to modern legislation and financiers 

discourage imposition thereof. So much so, its use has been prohibited 
by la\i’ in the various States of America. 

(2) On dog-racing, the Ministry has hit upon a policy of bai kdoor 
method (d legalising an illegal matter. May f ask the II on 'bit* Finance 
Minister and his (‘olleagues irp the Cabinet if they are awai(‘ of the* 
popular resentment expressed against dog-ra(‘ing both inside' anil 
outside the iTcgislature? Was it not stopped once in resiuuise to sainei^ 
How was it levived in spite of the existing legal bar? Is it a tact that 
the (hdcutta police authorities vehemently protested to the District 
Magistrate', 24-Parganas, against the continuance of dog-raiing at 
Behala being contiguous to Calcutta on. thi' ground that it contributes 
in no small measure, to the increase of .crimes such as burglary and 
thefts ^‘n Calcutta? Is it a fact that the Chief Minister’s dogs are 
running and ^winning money-prizes there? Is it also a fact that pro- 
minent M.L.As. belonging to the Coalition Party have bi'en ap})ointed 
director‘s of the dog-racing? This illegal institution is generally tre- 
quented by poorer class of people, the entrance fee being small. Ja't 
the hoiCble members judge for themselves whether wo should expose tlu' 
poorer class of our people to the temptation of public gambling, spoil 
their morals and drive them to ciimes? If these facts are true, will it 
be just and proper to impose this tax and fill up the (government 
treasury with its proceeds? 

It was argued in the past and may be argued e\en now l>y tin- 
Finance Minister ihat the (’ongri'^^ piovinccs could noi tuin out a 
very much better budget in quality than hi>. If they, in ^j)itt‘ oi their 
selfless spirits and their eagerness to staki' ever\ thing tof tin* hetter- 
ment of moral and material welfare of the people, could not turn out a 
better budget, it is not possible to do so w'ithin the circuniM libiul limits 
of Government of India Act, l‘)95. They took up the res]Kjn<ibility 
of running the Governments of different provitices, not admitting the 
reforms as adequate or saci'osanct ])ut to give thein^a fair trial only 
Their failure will demonstrate the utter hollowness of the leforms unless 
it is proved against ihem that they are guilty of malAilministratioji 
and nepotism. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, ord(*j. The Chair fully ap])reciates the 
desire of the hon’ble members to take ])art in the Budget discussion arid 
has also taken note of the feeling* of disa])pqintment among those 
members who have so far failed to catch the Cliair’s eye. But they 
should note that there is no rule whereby the lime allotted to a member 
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who wjshp> to tale part in tbe^general discussion of tlie budget, can be 
Jinii^pd. To enable the hon’ble members to have a full discussion, the 
Chair is (juite willing^ to sit after 8 p.m. or 8-30 p.m. and continue till 
the siii.tll hours of the morning, if t)ie House so desires. I have always 
consulted the leaders of the different partiesb on this mailer before a^d ^ 
if they are prepared to have another silting to-night, I, for my part, 
am quite ready to do so in order to give the back-benchers a chance of 
discussing the Budget. In regulating the debate on the budget, the 
general practice which is followed everywhere is that those hon’ble 
niemlxTs wlin are supporters of the Gov(*rnnient usually do not take 
much pan in the budget discussions and more facilities are given to 
the members of the opposition. I have tried my best to call members 
Iroin all ilo* parlies and given chances to the supimrters of the (jovern- 
ment as well a,s to the Opposition to speak. But if there is no conven- 
tion lo be observed in this matter, then the Chair is absolutely helpless. 
As I have said, hitherto I have always consulted the leaders of different 
parlies before deciding about a* niglit sitting and if Ihey agr(*e in this 
iiislance, I shall be quite* glacl to (*ome back at 8 ]>.ni or a1 S-:j() p.m. 
and then sit the whole night if necessary to finish I he Budget discussion. 


Mr. KADER BAKSH: Sir, will you kindly rcjueniber that mejubers 
of this House who are supporters of Government were not consulted at 
the time of framing the Budget. They did not know previously what 
provisions were made in tho Budget and therefore tliey should be 
allowed lo- discuss the Budg’-et from tlieir own poiiil of view. They 
had, therefore, as much riglit as any othrr membgr of ihe House to 
discuss the Budget and their claim sliould not be slurred over. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I now note that supporters of the Government 
in this House were not consulted when the Budget was framed. How- 
ever, in the first .instance, 1 had consulted the Government whip as to 
who would speak. from their side and I have tried my best generally to 
call up members who happened to catch my eye. I could do no more. 
As I have already said, I am quite prepared to sit at night to-day 
so as to give everybody a chance to speak. This will give the House 
a tresh ground of imjifessing upon the Government tlie need to have 
a separale ChamlHjr of their own, so that they could sit as long as they 
liked. 

Mr, KADER BAKSH: Sir, we arq not prepared to sit at night. 

Mr» HUMAYUN KABIR: May 1 suggest that we make the Gov* 
ernment realise the urgency and gravity of the question of having two 
separate Chambers by sitting up to 5 ohloi k, no matter when the 
Assembly sits? 
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Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: We have no 
objection, Sir, to sit after 8-30 p.m. 

Mr, KADER BAK8H: I suggest, Sir, that we continue till 5 p.ni. 
. at. least. 

R^i KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: '^ir. I'reKidcut. 

Sir, the Hon'ble Finance Minister deserves onr eonj’rMliilations on 
the time and labour he has bestowed in tlie prejia ration ui the state- 
ments made before the two If/juses of the Tiegislatiire in eonneetion 
with the Budget Estimates for 1939-40. The statements like theii- 
jiredecessors are really fine* literary efforts, but tlu‘ arguments he has 
advanced in siijiport of the Government’s policy will tail to carry con- 
viction with the student of practical politics. Theories are all vi'ry 
good so fjM as they go, but their soundness can be jcilged only in 
their apiilication. There is nothing injhe Budiicl figures which is 
calculated to inspire us with optimism* for the future: the economic 
prosjierity of the agriculturists is yet a dream never perhaps to be 
realisect and the prospect of exiiansion of the works of public, utility 
is as removed as ever. 

In the first jdace, the proposal of fresh taxation will hardly com- 
mend itself to any right-thinking person having n‘gard to the period 
of dejiression through which the province is passing as a result of tin* 
disastrous floods oi llb38. The Ilon’ble Minister has himself admitted 
that the continuance of the economic depressioii up tn the end of 
summer and the occurrence of floods thereafter have dci)h‘tcd the 
resources of the Government. Decline of revenue on the one hand and 
tlie ado])tion of ameliorativf* m(*aMin*s on the otlu*!* art* field to lie 
responsible for tin* j)r(*sent state of the Government’s finances. 

To augment their resources, it is proposed to imj)ose a tax tm pio- 
tessions, trades, calling.s and einpbn merits. In ou<Jini*jig Governm(‘nt’s 
policy of finding money b\ fresfi taxation, the Hon’ble' Finance 
Minister has expressed the opinion that the taxes mentioned in liist II 
of the Seventli^ Schedule to the Government of India A( t, 193r), are not 
many and that the sources of taxation are ir^deijuatc. I regret to 
have to join issue with him; on the contrary, the Pr(»vincial Legislative 
List No. 2 and the concurrent Legislative List No. 4 contain all con- 
ceivable objects of taxation. Circumstanced as we are,>an\ further 
burden of taxation will, I am afraid, prove to be the last straw on the 
camel’s back. , 

In advocating taxation measures, the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
forgets that the burden will mainly fall upon the middle class of Bengal 
who form the backbone of society. It is this clasg which has been hard 
hit by unemployment. The Hon’ble Minister himself admitH that the 
incidence of unemployment is in fact disastrously acute among the 
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middle classes and the educated sections of our people. He also holds 
that' ^‘the misery of the educated middle classes has been further 
aggravated in that even those vi'ho were earning a livelihood have in 
certain professions, particularly in law, been so hard liit recently owing 
to a variety of factors that they are also now swelling the ranks of 
the educated unemployed.’^ Continuing, he further adds, ‘‘the suffer- 
ing that this means to numerous families is beyond words.” While 
the agriculturist in the village cjiii earn at least his daily morsel even 
by selling his lalmur on occasions, these unemployed members of the 
educated middle classes find themselves in a really desperate situation 
with every door barred against them and blank starvation staring them 
and their dependants in the face. If the^* Ilon’ble Minister sincerely 
recognises that it is the middle classes Mdio liave brought light and 
culture to the province and have been the torch-bearers of its national 
movement, then all his arguments in favour of taxation the main brunt 
of whicli will have to l:>e borne by the middle classes lose their force 
and become untenable. 

I do not know if the Hon’ble Minister has taken his cue from the 
Government of Bombay which has resorted to taxation. But the 
circumstances which have impelled the Ik)nibay Government to have 
recourse to this measure are quite difl^erent from those prevailing here. 
In Bengal, no bcdd scheme of ridding the province of what are con- 
sidered to be unmitigated evils has been undertaken or is proposed to 
be undertaken, whereas the Government of Bombay have already made 
a healthy move towards ])rohibition as a result of which the urban areas 
of Bombay are to go dry. It is in order to compensate the loss ol 
revenue under head “Excise” that the said Government have decided 
to introduce measures of taxation wliich are intended for those who are 
in a position to pay. 

Sir, in these days of a craze for democracy, one may natuTall,\ 
hesitate to point out its shortcomings. Democracy is not without its 
attendant, evils as every student of political history will re<idily admit. 
If democracy means an abnormal increase in expenditure and additional 
taxation upon a people already weighed down under its burden, then 
personally I would like to go back to the old system of administration 
under the Lieutenant Governor who used to rule Bengal with the 
assistance of tlirey or four departmental secretaries at a much lesser cost. 
When I make this statement, I do so with a full sense of responsibility 
and knowing full well that thereby I lay myseK open to the charge of 
being undemocratic and anti-national. But the fact remains and every- 
one will perhaps realise in hia hecirt of hearts that a Hitler or a 
Mussolini is what is required to guide our destinies at least for some 
time to come and not a democratic form of Government of the type 
vouchsafed to us under the B-eformed Constitution.^ 

Now, Sir, coming back to the subject of taxation, I find that the 
yield from the two taxation measures which the Hon’ble Minister 
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pi'oposes to introduce this session, is calculated to fetch an income of 
Ils. 12 lakhs per annum. The imposition of an unsradiuited tax of 
Es. 30 a year on professions, trades, callings and employment cannot, 
therefore, he too highly condemned. Although the fax will he reiilised 
from those who pay income-tax, it does not commend itself to me as q 
sound proimsal as an «)rdinarv income-tax piiyer has to meet heavy 
demands fiom various forms ot taxation. 

If the Hon’hle Minister had decided to levy a tax on an annual 
income of Ks. 0,001) and over, the less opulent section of the com- 
munity eai'iiing helou Ks. ~),000 would have been spared the rigours of 
taxation which nothing short of oppression t(» them. 

The HoiThle Ministtu- has waxed (‘hxiuem-e over tlie economic 
Jiuplications of taxation as a measure which we are induced t-o believe 
will bring us the millennium in the distant future. But he evidently 
forgets that taxation should onh be resorted to wlicn other methods 
have failed. There is yet enough riMim-ior e(M)nom\ in the cnnent 
expenditure of fhe Government. We have alw4iys c-omphiined tiiat 
the Government is top-heaw and that fhe prunning knife should be 
ligorouslv applied Tlic?*e are in the Budget Ks|i malts proposals ftu* 
expendifure wliicli are mu uigeiit and can wait tor tbt‘ present 1 mean 
the provisions unde? bead “Civil Works’'. Large sums bavt‘ btum 
provided loi capital expenditure on brick and mortar. The proposal 
to pay Ks. 30,01)0 t-o a Calcutta newspapei has been subjected to 
scathing critinsni <*ver\ where. 

It i^ not oiii (d)jcct to ]»ick holes in the Budget proposals. It we 
criticise tht‘ Government ftu* their acts td commission and omission, it 
is becaiist* \v<* want to put them on the right track. 

Sii', 1 regiet to ii-otice tliat no adecpiate provision has been made for 
grants to Sanskrit tols to which reference was made the other day bv 
Eai Bahadur Satish C'liandia Mukherjee. The.se Inis differ fuiida- 
mentallv from otiier edncational institutions in that the pandits, Ix^sides 
teaching their pupils, hav(‘ to supx)ly them with hoard and lodging in 
the »iicred isolation of their homes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. If the House agrees unanimously, 
1 shall be willing to suspend the question hour to-irorrow’ and allow 
that hour to be devoted to participation by the non-ofticial members in 
the general discussion of the Budget. I take it tliat nobody objects 
to the suspension of the question hour. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Not only the question houi ; we would 
like to have the whole of to-morrow* for Budget discussion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That the Government are not willing to do. 
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Mr. HUMAYUM KABIR: Then Oorernmeat should give us 
another day. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tbe Chaii can suspend the question hour with 
the consent of the House and that time wif] be devoted to Budget /lis- 
cussioii by non-official members. 

Jtai Keshal) Chandra Banerjee Baliadiii will continue his speech 
to-morrow. 

The House now stands adjourned till ‘J-15 p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment, ' 

The Council then adjourned till 2-lo on Tuesda\ , the 28th 

February, 19d9. 
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Members absent: 

The following nienihers were absent from the meeting held on the 
27th February, 

(1) Khan Bahadui Kaziruddin Ahmed. 

^(2) Mr. Huinayun Keza Chowdhurv. 

(d) Alliadj Khan Hahadur Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(4) Mr. K. W. K. Ferguson. 

(5) Mr. Kanai Lai (loswami. 

(b) Khan llahadin Saiyed Muazzaminidin Hosain. 

( 7 ) Mr. M oha ni ma d H ossa i n . 

(8) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(9) Mr, J. Me ha plane. 

(10) Khan Sahib Subidali M-fdla. 

(IJ) Dr. Kadha Kumud Mookerji. 

(12) Mr. F. Ormond. 

(Id) Mr. H. I.\ IValdai. 

(14) Eai Sahib Jatindni Mohan Sen. 

(15) Khan Dahadur M. Siiam.suz//dia. 


n, 0 J’rebH- 13201A-~7f)0. 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES . 


The CorxciL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Jjegislative 
JJuilding, Calciiila, on Tuesday, th^ 28th February, llKUi, at 2-10 p.m., 
beiug the twelfth day of the First Session, pursuant to section (>2(2) (a) 
of tli^Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. 8atykni)r\ Chandra Mitua) was 
in the Chair. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. With the general consent of the 
House the question hour is suspended to-day. So 1 shall take up the 
matter about an adjournment motion first. 

I l|ave received notice of an adjournment motion from 
Mr. Humayiin Kabir which runs thus: 

*‘J beg to move tliat tlie business of the Council do now stand 
adjourned to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, namely, the failure of the (jovernment to take 
ade(juate steps to ju’event rioting and hooliganism which took 
place at a public meeting held at the Town Hall, Calcutta, last 
evening I'esulting in serious injuries to and arrest of a large 
number of persons among those who attended the meeting.” 

There is no doubt that it is a definite matter of recent oijciirrence. 
Will the hon’ble member please explain how it is urgent in the technical 
sense ? 

L 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, the matter is urgent from this point 
of view. This meeting was organized by a group of people who do not 
agree with the. particular Bill which has been introduced by the present 
Ministrv in the J^ower House and they wanted ti) express their opposi- 
tion to that Bill, and this meeting w^as broken up by certain persons wdio 
pretend to be or are supporters of the present Government. 

The matter is of urgent importance in this way that wherever and 
whenever any meetings have been attempted to lie organized recently 
in oppoijition to any policy or measure of the present Ministry, such 
meetings have alw’ays been broken up. That the present Ministry 
enjoys on the w'hole the confidence of the majority of the elected 
members is obvious, because otherwise they would not be in power, 
but that does not mean that the minority should not have the right to 
express freely its opinion about measures which are brought forward 
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hy llie preserji Ministry. The continued attenipi of the supporters of 
the Miiiistr\, either with or without the connivance of the Ministry to 
suppress public opinion as has been evidenced on more occasions than 
one lias been evident. I would reier, Sir, to a previous case when a 
meeting was broken up in Faridpur in April, 1938, when the Hon’ble' 
Mr. Tarnizuddin Khan, — he was not Hon‘ble at the time in the technical 
vsense oi the teini,— was compelled to go away from the meeting a 'id the 
meeting was dispersed with the help of ilie police, because it attempted 
to criticize the policy of the (lovernment. I may also draw your atten- 
tion, Sir. to the meeting which was aVeinpted to be held in Calcutta 
at the time of the election to the Muslim League, and also to the 
incident which occurred during tlie last no-confidence motion when a 
Tiiembej’ of this House itself was assaulted, because of his known opposi- 
tion to the policy of the present Ministry, and because it was known 
that he would directly or indirectly help those who were trying to 
overthrow the Miiiistiy. Recently also when tliis Rill under dis- 

cussion was first introdiu^ed, by tlie jiresent Ministry, a meeting was 
organiz<‘d b,\ lliose opposed to it in Hie Albert Hall. That meetjng was 
broken uj) by certain supporters, preteiited or actual, of the present 
Miiiislr>, and in spite of these known facts the (lovernment did not 
take any steps to secure that the people who were liolding the meeting 
at the Tow'll Hall yesterday w'ould have the right ot free expres.sion of 
their opinion. This 1 think. Sir, is sufiicient to prove that there have 

been attempts to suppress the opinion of the minority, if it be a 

minority so fai' as the general public* is concerned. There are always 

dilTertuices of opinion is politics, but that is no reason why instead of 
arguuieul or reasoned (*()nvi<*ti()n, force should be used in order to 
supiiross the opinions of those who do not see eye to eye w'ith the policy 
ot the present Ministry. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN; Sir, 1 consider that there 
is no jusHfication whatsoever for this adjournment motion. The 
matter rested entirely w'ith those who took part in that meeting. The 
meeting was not a ])rivate meeting. Notice was issued to all the 
Muslims of Bengal to attend that nieeiing, and it the Muslims of Bengal 
go there and express their opinion, I do not see how^ Government can 
take any practical steps to prevent any incident that may have occurred 
there. As a mailer of fact, 1 rang up the Commissioner of Police before- 
hand at 1 o'clock as soon as I heard that a meeting like this was going 
to take place, and the (Commissioner of Police informed me that the 
notice called upon the Muslim.s of Bengal to come and express their 
opinion on the Bill. IIonv is it possible for Governinent to say that 
Mr. A or Mr. B. shouiil not be allowed to go there 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 think at this stage we should 
confine ourselves to the narrow point as to whether the motion should 
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be adniitiecl ai an or not. The question may be argiieil on its merits 
when the motion will he moved. 1 wani io he satistiert; firsi o^ all, 
that it is ill order. 

. ,The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZJMUDDIN: Sir. that is just what I 
wa^^going* to point out. I am not discussing the merits. As to what 
tooKSnlace will come in when the motion is brought up. My point is 
tliat tliis is not a matter in wliich an\ action of Government can be 
censured. 

t 

Mfi PRESIDENT: So tar a.s J can see. tlie motion seeks to draw 
attention to want ot action* on tlie ])art of Government. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What action could 
(Tovernment have taken, may J ask y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I'hat \M)uld be a matter for argument, hut any 
member c-an complain that Go\ernment has done something or has 
failed 1o do something to 'which the attention of the House is to be 
drawn. So that is a matter ot (hdail.s or <d mei'its whiidi are to be gone 
into w'Ikuj the main motion uill come. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, ma y 1 suggest that 
before this motion is admitted b\ you, it is necessary to sho^v either 
that the Government lias done something or that the Government has 
omitted to do something, to which the attention of the House should 
be drawn. I have not yet heard anything from the lion 'hie member 
w^ho is going to move this motion as to 'what Government could have 
done which would have prevented this thing. Tf the hon’ble member 
can suggest one ste]) that the Government could have taken anticipating 
a fracas which they have no business to anticipate, yien. Sir, I would 
admit that tliere is some justification for moving Ihis .motioi%. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As 1 understood the hon’ble the mover, be 
sought to imdie out that the Government had failed to take proper 
action though they fully knew tliat on man> At her occasions previous 
to this, meetings were disturbed and were not peiMiiitted to be held 
and as such it constituted failure on the part (if Government to take 
precautionary steps to allow’ public discu.ssion of the mailer. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir N/tZIMUDDIN: Tf 1 may submit, Sir, in 
ihat case the member will have the right to move an adjournment 
motion in this House on the occasion of every theft, on the occasion of 
every burglary, on the occasion of every crimo that is committed in 
Bengal, because previously the.s^^ crimes l^ave taken place and the 
Government have not 
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Mr, PRESIDENT! Order, *order. Tliat will be for the Chair to 
decjfle. Is it a matter of public importance? That is the second point. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am submitting, Sir,* 
that Clovernment could not have taken any action. Besides, ^me 
arrests have already been made. Tliere is a likeliliood of thi^ case 
coming up before the courts and the matter is likely to be sub judice, 
if it is not already so. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The mere fact that ‘there is a likelihood of the 
matler being taken io a court of law will not bring this matter under 
tbe class of c.i^ises which should be regarded as sub judice, I think 
this is a question of public importance. So I rule that this motion will 
be in order. Has Government any objection? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. On piinciple 
I object. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Those who are in support of this motion will 
please rise in their places. 

(Several members stood up and a count was taken.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: As less than Id members have risen, I have to 
inform the hon’ble member that he has not the leave of the Council. 


The Calcutta aitd Suburban Palice (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, T beg to give notice 
that in the current session of the Bengal Legislative Council 1 shall 
introduce the Calcutta'^ and Suburban Police Amendment Bill, 1939, 
which was published in the “Calcutta Gazette” of the 23rd February 
and shall move that the said Bill be taken into consideration by the 
Council and IVe passed. I beg to say further that His Excellency the 
Governor in his discretion has given previous sanction under sub- 
section (1^) of section 108 of the Government of India Act, 1935, to the 
introduction of the Bill in the Council. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now resume the general 
discussion of the budget. 
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BUDGET DISCUSSION. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahador: Sir, as I was 
pointing out yesterday, adequate provision has not been made for grants 
’ ip* Sanskrit fols for the advancement of Sanskritic studies. The (jurus 
fitffljw follow the old ideal and custom which they are enjoyed by 
the sit.vtm.v scrupulously to observe. An increase of Its. 10,000 only 
for the coming year is hardly commensurate with our needs. 

Sir, the demands of primary education have not l>eeii properly met. 
The Primary Education Act has been brought inio operation in some 
of the (iisiricts. The re]iTesentati()n submitteil to the authorities to 
suspend the realisation of the education cess in the district of Dacca 
has been of no avail. Dacca in common with other districts in East 
and North Bengal has greatly siitfered from the effects of the ffoods. 
Crops liave been destroyed and in con.sequence there has been no 
collection of rent. The imposition ok*" the education cess has put a 
severe strain upon the alreadx attenuated resources of both the land- 
lord abd the tenant. It seems the public cry for free primary educa- 
tion has been one iii the wilderness. 

Sir, the present (Tovernment cannot claim any credit for securing 
from tile (ioverninent of India a .share of the export duty on jute, ft 
was due entirely to the untiling efforts f)f Sir dohn Anderson, the former 
{jovernor of Bengal, that this small mercy has been shown to us. The 
WTongs perpetrated on Bengal by the Meston Settlement 
have only been partially righted although we expected that 
full justice would be done to Bengal by the Neimeyer Report. The 
Ministry wfmld do well to demand from the ('entral Government the 
entire jute tax and a portion of the income-tax raised in Bengal. This 
coupled w’ith the revenue set free by the release of detenus and a 
judicious retrenchment of expenditure wdll obviate,^ the necessity tor 
additional taxation. 

Sir, the condition and outlook of jute trade has occupied a consider- 
able portion of the Hon’ble Minister's Budget Statements. Here also 
our demand l*or compulsory restriction of jute cultivation and the fixa- 
tion of a minimum price of jute has met wdth no response. 

Sir, the problem of irrigation, the resuscitation* of the dead and 
dying rivers and a thorough investigation into the cause/? of the floods 
and their prevention have not claimed the serious attention of the 
Government. Considering the importance and urgency of these ques- 
tions, the provision under head “Irrigation” is only a drop in the 
ocean. 

In his lengthy peroration, the HonTde Finance Minister ha.s 
indulged in a homily and has given us a bit of unsolicited advice regard- 
ing our duties and responsibilities as membeft of the House of Elders. 
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If is as much tliV duly of ihisfllouse io bring sane counsels and ripe 
expericDce to Lear upon all kinds of liasty legislation originating in the 
Jjower House as it is io apply the brake to the activities of the Govern- 
ifieiit as well where necessary and guide them along proper channels if 
they are found to overshoot the mark in their anxiet}^ to serve the public. 

f * 

it is our annual function to criticise the Budget. We do not dp it 
for the mere fun of it. The Budg(*t gives an indication as to In^^ the 
Government is liandling the work; it clearly shows how' and to what 
extent the promises held out from time to time are going to be re- 
deemed. As ])opulur representatives, we are here to direct the energies 
and efforts of Government to the welfare of the people. Words are 
often deceptive; hence, promises are taken Svuth a feeling of hesitation 
and uncertainty. The Budget is to g*ive a concrete shape to those 
words and premises. Judged ])y this fundamental standard, the 
Budg<‘i is a disa])}>ointing one. 

We ar(‘ told that the jirese.nt Governmejit exists for the people. In 
the liberal utterances of our^ Ministers that assurance is strengthened 
beyond doubt. Bui a nation cannot live on assurances; the increasing 
jioverty problems of the ]>rovin(*e do not find solution in the programme 
(uitliiied in the Budget. If jirobhuns an' to be ta(;kled, they have got 
to b(i fac(‘d ; they do not ,\ ield to rosy assurances. How long can the 
peo])le remain content with a mere enumeration of the problems? That • 
is painful, and all the more so, when we find one of our ablest mi'ii as 
the hinance Mlnistei’ of Ih'ngal. Tin' Tlcm’ble Financ'C Minister 
may he new in his otlieial work, hut he is not a stranger to the problems 
of Bengal. His s])eee}ies, pamphlets and books indicate an intimate 
acquaintance with our problems and a eonstruedive approach tliereto, 
but it is really bewildering to find uhy tlie same person, when given 
tlie opportunity of translating his schemes into action, is feeling so 
nervous and helpless. Is it that the difliculties in the path are over- 
powering him or, is it that our Government is wedded to a policy of 
drift? VVk* are all awaie that Bengal has the n'putation of being an 
unhealtJiy province, seventeen out of the twenty-six districts being 
malarious. The people have a lf>w vitality. The decline in sanitation 
and agriculture is leading to rural exodus. Has any Bublic Health 
selieme been planned and given effect to? West Bengal and Central 
Bengal are in neffd of .scientific irrigation projects. Have any planned 
irrigation schemes been carried out except the forcible realisation of 
the canal rates at an uiiremuiierative level? (Jur agriculturists need 
loans at a Ioa^ rate of interest for financing agriculture and these loans 
are inevitable and essential. Has the Government provided opportu- 
nities for giving loans to agriculturists at low -rates of interest except 
the establishment of Debt Settlement Boards wdiich have led tp the 
destnu'tion of rural civdit facilities? Peasants are panting for money, 
whereas the Government«is setting up these Boards to throttle the flow 
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of credit capital. The jirices of a^-ricintiiral products ai’e proTing un- 
re nmnerative, accelerating thereby the insolvency of those dependent 
upon income from land. Has the Government taken to tiny marketing 
scheme seriously and planned better distribution of agricultural 
products with a view to secure better prices for the agriculturists? The 
tVjvernmenUs conception of social welfare perhaps lies in the increase 
of p-'^sls, the distribution of more services to particular communities 
and in the enhanced grant of money to some of the existing organisa- 
tions. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; I would like io know how man\ other members 
are willing to take pait in the Budget discussion. Will they please 
rise in their places? 

(Six hoii’ble UKunbers ro.se in their seats.) 

Government ha\(‘ Muy u)nsidi‘ratel\ allotted four days for tiie 
geiK'ral discussion of the Budget. l*lHnd that aliMvuly 5 members 
belonging to the Congr(\ss Party 1ia\(* spoken on the Ibidget for 1 hour 
and ndnutes, — ■') members belonging to tlu' Coalition Ihirty have 

spoken for I lioiir and dT minutes, 4 ni'embers belonging to tin* Progres- 
sive Pait\, 1 liour and PJ minutes, 1 membiu’ of the Treasury Bench, 20 
minutes, 1 iiienilxM' of tin* lhir()|>eau Party, for o minutes, and 1 labour 
represent ati\e lias spoken for Id minutes; I must rail the TTon’ble 
Finance Ministei' to reply just at p.m.; so tliat we have now 40 

minutes oidy lett for the (> members who Iiave signiiied their intention 
to speak. I shall give (‘viu v member 0 minutes to speak. 

/ 

Mr. KADER BAKSHtAlr. Bresident, Sir, opportunity has been 
given to the members of this Hou.se for discusion over the next year’s 
Budget. Our powers are limited. We cannot move any cut motion 
with a vieAv to effectively critici.se the policy behind the Budget. Ours 
would be a discussion for the sake of discussion only, atid as such 
cannot be expected to ])e productive of any material effect on the 
Budget policy. Circumscribed within tliesi* limitations, one cannot feel 
encouraged to jirojMU’ly analyse Ihe Budget itself or the speech of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister in connection therewith. 

Be that as it may, I do propose to make a few observations on ihe 
policy behind the Budget, and on the projjosiiions ainj suggestions 
enunciated in tlie speech ot the HoiiTde Finance Minister. ]5ut before 
I do so, 1 must thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the bold and 
frank statement he has made regarding the actual internal and external 
economic position of the province. True, he has doTU‘ his* best. He 
has adjusted creditably within his limitations. I went through the 
budgetary provisions and the speech of the Hoh’ble Finance Minister 
more than once with the liope to get new lights, to find new policy 
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enunciated but unfortunately I found none. I found in the explanatory 
specft^b only one theme emphartised. He has harped on the same tune and 
sang only one song over again. He has narrated the same old tale 
that the revenues of the province are limited and extremely variable 
necessitating fresh taxation for the taking up of any amelioratij/^ 
measures for the uplift of the mass. 

The revenues are bound to be variable so long as the xxx*.. 

to producM^ only raw materials without any means either to find 
profitable mjirkeis for them or to utilise them profitably for the benefil 
•of the natioTi. Our raw materials often tiimvs go abegging just like a 
child of the street. We have neither po\^r nor institutions properly 
organised 1o control their prices. The Hon’ble Finance Ministei 
has said tbat they are always regulated only by world forces and inter- 
national factors and we are as sucdi helpless to control the market. 
But in my opinion our utter helplessness and tlie inaction of the 
State for making honest enlTt-avoiirs for the proi)er and remunerative 
utilisation of these materiats are the primary causes and forces for 
this variation of the provincial revenues for the worse. He has* warned 
us that for any social and economic leconst ruction, fresh taxation will 
have to be unavoidably resorted to. This statement means this: ‘‘If 
you want any improvement in your National growth you must be » 
prepared to pay for it.” This in its turn means that under the present 
■economic situation of the province, the whole nation must stand 
paralysed at that point wh(*re it has been for long — all progressive 
measures .suspended. Considered from this point of view, both the 
Budget provisions and the illustrative speech thereto, are most dis- 
couraging and the future of the whole province is gloomy. 

But there is no standing still in the life of a nation. It must 
proceed or recede. If we have to live — if the nation has to exist, it 
must make a forward march and keep pace with the otlier nations of 
the world: 

The Finance Minister has advanced proposals for new taxes, but 
has not given any suggestion as to how to create a chpacity in the 
nation for bearing the burden. None wdll grudge payment of any fresh 
tax if he has only got the capacity to pay. It does not require the 
varied experience, the great administrative brain of the Finance 
Minister to undertake ameliorative measures for. the uplift of the mass 
with easy money near at hand to be raised by the easiest method of 
direct taxation imposed on a people already on the breaking point under 
the heavy load of various taxes and other liabilities created for keeping 
the body and soul together, all these burdens being daily aggravated 
by failure of money-cfops due to flood and draught. An humble man 
•of my intelligence can do marvels in the field of national uplift, if 
sufficiently funded. 
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The Finance Minister has got the reputation of being a ^n’eat 
administrator, financier, and an economist. He is, as we all know, not 
a wild visionary, but a practical man with practical- ideas and varied 
experience. He has realised that the nation has been suffering from 
•^hronio di.^ease, but has not made any attempt to diagnose what (he 
diWse is, wherein the disease lies, and what should be its proper 
reme^es. Having failed to diagnose corrcctl\, he has taken re(‘ourse 
to haphazard and wrong remedies. From his speech it is clearly 
gathered that “want of money” is the disease. “Money, more money” 
is the real remedy for the s(dution of the stupendous problems of social 
recoil struct i on 

*^^hen the question arises ^\ho is to remove this want and how to 
remove it. This is the problem of all problems. Hut unfortunately 
the Finance Minister has given us no lead and light in this direction. 
The mass, the tenants, the zeminder, the member of (he legal, medical 
profession, in sliort the entire ]>o]nilati('*;i *of the ])rovince are too dis- 
tressed to bear any tresli taxes — all the cbisses have failed to fulfil their 
ordinai\\ routine liabilities. Ot (‘ourse, then* are some* who roll in 
gold, capable to bear tin* burden, but that is not enough. The great- 
ness ot the Lord of the K\che((uer, the Finance Minister, lies in the 
solution of this most intricate ])roblem. It will not do for him to take 
shelter under the plea of world forces and international factors. 
It is for him to ])re])are the nation to control and regulate these forces 
and factors to the best advantage of the nation. 

It is for him to profitably utilise the man-power that lies in enforced 
idleness to find money sufficient to make the people happy—it is for 
him to create machines for producing money, bring in more wealth and 
place sufficient money in the hands of the average man, the man 
“behind the plough,” for raising his standard of living — for creating 
in him the capacity to pay more taxes to enable the State to carry out the 
several ameliorative schemes for the benefit of thc' mass and J he uplift 
of the nation. It is for him to get the entire gross revenue of 38 crores 
released for meeting the needs of his province. 

This can oaly be done by bringing about a revolution in the field of 
industry — both cottage and ]arge-s(‘ale, freeVng the peojile from 
depending on others, saving the children of the soil, from “loot” by 
people from out.side the province either by legislation or otherwise, 
working up to their full extent the natural resources of the province 
which are at once abundant, rich and ready, bringing in of improved 
methods of cultivation, scientific' manuring and working out of proper 
irrigation scheme. lentil these have been worked out, any expe(;tation 
of any appreciable increase of the provincial revenues by means of fresh 
taxation will ever remain a dream. 

Therefore, Sir, my humble suggestion wouljl W to devote the entire 
amount of 79 lakhs allotted to new items of expenditure, the hariana 
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bull allotmenC the full aiiioilnl ndea.sed due to abolition of detenu 
(•anj^)H and release of political prisoners for taking' up measures inen- 
iioiied above. Even the much-desired education of the masses may 
wait a few days more as it has already waited for nearly 175 years. 
Let us suffer for want of medicine a few days more as w^e have beeiy 
accustomed to it. We must first eat ami drink ami must be tr^.ied 
and then be utilised to ])roduce more money and wealth. Xhese 
])rof)lems once solved, the chronic disease of want of money Avill be 
solved automatically. Therefore m> cry on ilie floor of the House is 
‘industrial and Agricultural TIevoliition throughoui the Province” by 
taking earl\ steps f(>r that end, control ot the jiiarket, saving the people 
from economic bondage ami saving tin* i>ro\*'ince from being bled wdiiter 
by the loot of people from outside the })rovinc,e. These things done, 
a brighter, a .hap])ier da\ will dawn on us. 

With regard to the })roposed ungraduated 1 a \ on people ])aying 
income-tax is a measure liJv^el\ to cjuise \vide-s[)read dis(;ontenl. It 
is unecommiic in the long run and unuise. This double burden of 
taxation, besicb's (dlu‘r burdtuis of tlu' same natuie, can m‘veT' «be sup- 
portcal, Mort'over, direct taxation in tlu‘se sciiuitific days is highly 
impolitic. The other tax j)ro])osed, i.e., the dog race tax is certainly 
most salutary. Higher tax on horse race, assessment, profiteering 
business of the middle man. death duties, dut\ on p('trol will not be 
unw^elcome. 

With regard to the measures lor restriction ot jute cultivation, I 
shall rest contended by only saying that tlu' vvliole scheme has proved 
a failure, and money sj)eiil lor ])ro])aganda has been wasted. 

With regard to the call of the Hon'ble Finance Minister to the un- 
employed matriculate youths and the medical men for adult education 
and medical relief to the needy res])ect ivel,\ and on otliers for village 
reconstruction work is a noble call indeed, and 1 believe, will be 
readily respomleu to» I offer my humble services for any such organi- 
sation that may be started for the uplift of the mass. 

Before 1 comdude, I beg to the Hon'ble Finance Miuivster not to 
misunderstand me. 1 belong- t(» tlie saim* party of whiiMi the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister is a sValwait. I have made a bold and frank statement 
not w ith a view, to criticis(‘ because I believe that the suggestions I 
have made are capable of being worked up. 

My only ambition is to see a prosperous Bengal, a prosperous happy 
and self-contended people and I trust, the Hon’ble Finance Minister is 
just the man to effectively w'ork these out. 

Mrs. Ki D’ROZARIO: Mr. President, Sir, 1 congratulate the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister on the satisfactory budget he has pre- 
sented to this House w*nich is both businesslike and courageous. 
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Where so many interests are sereaniin«‘ for attention, it is impossible 
to provide even partial relief to the inajorit\ and it is satisfaetory to 
note that notwithstanding- the ver\ small balance a.vailable at the end 
of the current year he has provided tor new items of exj)enditure 
^^nkonntinJ’■ to nearly SI) lakhs (d Tnp(‘es in man\ departments in which 
tlTSre is urgent need tor j>rop-ressive improvement and relief. Tiiis * 
will,\|owever. not be tendered possible without the introdm-tion of two 
new taxes ot which the one on trades, professions, occupations and 
calling's bein^- unoradnated will be very untmpiilar. [ hope that 
(ioverninent will airans'c that ^he recover\ of this tax will not operate 
harshls on those wliose Income conies just within the taxable limit, 
and that some form of graduation will be adopted. J am happy to 
observe that increased j^rants tor expenditure under education are w'ell 
diffused amonj^ many schools, (‘olle*res and liostels andMliat provision 
has been made therein for tutorial classes in two colleges for prepara- 
tion of candidates for the all-India examinations. J hope similar j^rants 
will b(* extended to more collej»es in the near future. I would like to 
briii^- to notice the ver\ useiul w’ork that is bein^- carried out by the 
mana^-ement of the Don Bosi-o Industrial School at Lillooah, which 
provides industrial liaiiiin^- at a low cost, to (diildren of parents with 
small means, and earnestly reijuest that a suitable grant will be made 
to this institution at an early date. I would especially invite the 
attention of the Tloirble Minister to the urgent need for funds for 
utilising the Kden Hospital extension which has been vacant practically 
since its (-oinpletion except for one lying-in ward. 

Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur: Mr President, 
Sir, I am sorry to see that the Budget is a deficit one as presented to 
this (h)uncil though I tiillv aj)preciate the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s 
ditlicult_\ . I’he o(‘currence of d(*ficit has been followed by the levy of 
fresh taxes which lias alarmed the professional mci,, traders and salaried 
officers tlirougliout the provim-e. To professional men, the liard times, 
through wliich llie country is passing, are already a great difficulty to 
overcome. H o\er and above this, they are to contribute more to the 
State funds, they will have to restrict their exp^^nses on other necessary 
matters. Traders can hardly rely on the uncertainties of the market 
at the present time of depre.ssion and there is going to be a fresh burden 
on them on the top of this. T cannot support new" taxation at this 
stage until all attempts at retrenchment be exhausted. 

Sir, the rapid decline in eourt-feo stamps has demonstrated the 
anticipations of the working of thj^ Agricultural Debtors Act and the 
Government seems to be fully aware of the collapse of rural credit 
institutions in the di.stricts in which the said Act conveniently but 
significantly known as the B. A. D. Act among lawyers and the public 
is at work. Without making any provision for the establishment of 
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ix largo nuinber of land mortgage bunks and other rural credit 
societies, the (Government has introduced a Bill for amending the Act. 

It seems that the situation requires that the working of the Act 
should be investigated before its si’ope is extended. The l;oard of 
Economic Enquiry set up by tlip Government in lb‘J4 surveyed 
jiosition of rural indebtedness and submitted a report which forij^l 
the basis of the Act. The Board has recently been recoustitu’ed^ on 
February 7th. Tliis Board can very well examine the working of the 
Act, but no adequate provision has been made in the Budget to enable 
the Board to make a comprehensive inquiry in the districts. 

The Government has made ample provisions for tlie education of the 
Muhammadan community and some provision for the so-called Scheduled 
castes, but any tiling substantial has not been done wliicli is at all 
commensurate with the needs of the general pojuilation. We do not 
grudge any c>ommunity any special facilities they may have, but 
certainly resent the neglect to^whiidi the general community is subjei ted 
by this kind of charity. The general needs of edm ation and primary 
education are, no less greater than those of special classes. Thus 1 beg 
to suggest by effecting eiamomy in items Avliere possible more money be 
])rovided for mass education. How ineiiuitable the educational grants 
to the general community can look, will be best illustrated from two or 
three sentences at page 23 of the sjieech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister • 
in the Assembly which runs as follows: — 

“An additional iirovision of Its. 1 lakli has accordingly been 
included in the Budget for awarding scholarships to deserving 
students. Out of this. Its. (id thousand will be earmarked for 
Muslim students, Bs. 20 thousand for Scheduled castes students 
and Its. 20 thousand for others. 

“As many really meritorious students find themselves unable to 
continue their studies on account of pecuniary difficulties, a 
provision ob Its. 00 thousand for special stipends in really 
deserving cases has been included in the Budget. Out of this 
amount, Its. 50 thousand will be earmarked for Muslim 
studies and Its. 5 thousand for Scheduled castes and Rs. 5 
thousand for t^lhers.” 

The scheme for adult education is one of the promising schemes 
for the future but the grant is not sufficient. Vocational education, 
female education and general education — all these require more money 
for proper development. This can he* met by effecting economies in 
other items of education and in other items of the Budget, i.e., the 
])urchase of Hastings House, Midnapur, building schemes for detectives 
which can be deferred or projects of less expenses being taken up. 

Coming to the needs of districts, no grant is to be found anywhere 
in the Budget for protective embankments and bridges. At the last 
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meeting the Cliairnien and representatives of Divstrirt Boards, a 
scheme wa^? prepared for develoj>in«‘ rural health units. But I do'not 
find that adequate provision has been made in the Budget for that 
purpose. Nor is there any satisfactory provision for increasino- facilities 
for water-supply in the iiiral areas. Some j)rovision has been made for 
ru^l uplift, but the urban areas should not be iorgotten and provision 
should be made for tlieir development also. Its. 4 lakhs have been 
providtM for the free distribution of quinine, but the sum has remained 
stationary all these years. Owing to the greater incidence of malaria 
this y(‘ar, the grant should be increased and provision should be made 
tor the free distribution of Atebrin and IMasmoehine to relieve cases 
where quinine is ineffective.'* I have elsewhere referred to the absence 
of grant for sericulture for the district ot Miir-;ljjdabail. 'I'he souerage 
scheme grant for my district of Murshidabad is the s.mall sum of 
Ks. 3,()00. 

In the case of augmentation grant to District Boards also, the same 
amount lias been granted as in previous years, but the demands from 
the Union Boards aie greater and the difficult situation caused by 
floods requires greater amount to be sjient on this head. There ought 
to be greater amounts of grant from the provincial funds for the 
improvement of sericulture, as silk is one of the important industries 
•of Bengal. On the other hand the reorganization of the Silk Techno- 
logical Institute at Belli am])ore has been postponed and the grant of 
Ks. () 1,000 has la])se(l. 

The Hoad Fund with contributions from (Central (ioveriimont is 
lying idle. It ought to be spent by taking up the projects or by giving 
grants to local bodies to make their roads. 

Some economy can be effected in the budgetary provision of loans to 
Municipalities and District Boards (at page 430 of the Civil Budget). 
It has been found in Kevised Budgets of previous year that so much 
was not required. 

In the Civil AVorks budget, it is gratifyii.g to note the provision of 
money for the improvement of Sultanpur-Samthia and Kandi-Sultan- 
pur Koads and'* we liope that Uanagram Bridge on Kiver Dwarka will 
he completed with haste. * 

The heavy amount provided foi- jute restriction work and other 
propaganda work are not justified. I venture to suggest that the said 
allotment be curtailed to meet other more urgent needs or for the 
improvement of agriculture. 

The publicity grants also ought to be stopped as the methods adopted 
have proved worse than useless. 

AVith these words, I conclude my' remarks hoping that the HoiFble 
Finance Minister ivill revise his Budget in that light, and the 
Government will be pleased to act in the light of my suggestions. 
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Rai Sahib tNDU BHU8AN BARKER: Mr. President, Sir, I nse^to 
Rpeak on the year’s budget estimates presented before this House by 
the Hon’bk Finanee Minister only the otijer da> . With all Mr. Sarker’s 
reputation for ability, knowledge and experience, he has failed to sustain 
the confidence which his selection as tlie Finance Minisl/er had arou^l 
and his budgets both of tliis year and tliat f)f the year previous are^ut 
documents of desj>air. I’lii*- year’s binlget i< a deficit as 'well as a 
taxation budget. 

Sir, thanks to the Neimeyer Award, the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
has been able to allot more money to the nation-building departments, 
no doubt; ])u( lliis has been done with hardly any co-ordinated plan or 
with an eye !() the larger needs of the province. Sir, our needs are . 
manifold and this little increase may bo said to be a drop in. 
the ocean, still let us hope for the better days. If the last 
year’s budget was a deficit one, so is this \(‘ar’s with the result that 
there has been a worsening • in the i)osition of the opening balance. 
Current year’s revised estimates show the* amount to be Hs. 1 crore 
dG lakhs, while it is going to be depleted to tlie extent of Ks. TS lakhs 
at the end of the next year. And tlie next year’s budget estimates 
reveal a deficit of Its. 87 lakhs in normal revenue account. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister has no doubt assured us that Government has sufficient 
resources to (‘over the difference in the revenue receipts and expendi- 
ture, yet they felt the necssity to raise a loan of Rs. 1 crore. 

Sir, judged by whatever canon of financial orthodoxy, it is hardly 
a welcome device to attempt meeting revenue deficit by a (capital loan. 
It is not that the raising of a capital loan is in itself open to objection; 
some other provincial Government have done so; but that was for only 
productive purposes and not for covering revenue deficits, nor, these 
loans formed part of the provincial budget. 

Sir, if against this background, one has to go into the details of the 
budget pp)v.isions, (hie has only to fe(*l like rambling over a book, the 
contents of which are extremely disjointed. Yet, Sir, there are a few 
heads of expenditure on w'hich one or two words are called for. It is 
true that an additional provision for Ks. 11 lakhs 73 thousand has been 
made under the head‘d “Education” and out of this Rs. 1 lakh GO 
thousand represejits provision on a(x;ount of schemes postponed in the 
current year [viz., (1) Rs. 1 lakh 37 thousand for training of teachers 
for primary Schools, (2) Rs, 23 thousand for appointment of an assistant 
physical directoress] . Thus the above amounts together with Rs. 96 
thousand for youth welfare work could not be spent for want of practical 
schemes within the current year. In this connection, I beg to draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Chief Minister that in spite of his definite 
assurance for the establishment of a full-fledged Government Girls’ 
High English School at^the district town of Faridpur, the actual work 
has not yet begun during the current year. We hope the Governiaent 
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will Be in a position to luidortake tlit* work will) in the coining* tinaycial 
year. 

Wliat i*' more amazing. Sir, is that in spite of the protestations of 
the Hon’ble (.'hief Minister, • cmt of an additional sum of about 
rj lakhs under liead “Education" not <‘ven a lakh of rupees has 
l>eeTi earmarked for primaiy (‘diieation which is the most crying need of 
the day, although several lakhs of rupees have been ])rovided for erecting 
new buildings and halls. It may be said that the ([uestion of unemploy- 
ment would be solved to some extent in Npending several lakhs of 
rupees over brick and mortar, Imt, Sir, could not these huge amounts 
be better utilised in indu>4rial and agricultural develo]>ment in a 
scientific manner, sfiecially in a country where one-third of the (‘ultiv- 
able lands remain um'ultivated and where the ijuestioii of unemploy- 
ment could have b(‘en more fruitfully solved to a great extent It is 
also curious to note that only Us. has been allotted for a scheme 

for adult education. Sir, I do not follow it. Does it mean to meet the 
necessary cost for prejiaring a scheme for adult edm*ation or to help the 
newly ^'stablished adult edmaitional institutions in this province with 
this paltry siimH Then, Sir, about I{s..l‘.iji lakhs ar(‘ allotted for about 
•50 (iovernmcnt Secondary Schools, wlnu'cas lbs. l‘U lakhs only are 
• earmarked for about 12 hundred private Higl) English Schools which 
are imparting secondary (‘ducat ion to the poor and middle-class people 
in the remotest corner of the village. The teachers of the aided primary 
and secondary schools though working hard Ijuvo been practically 
starving. I earnestly draw the sympathetic attention of both the 
Education and Finance Ministers to see if the hard lots of the said 
teachers could be ameliorated to some extent. 

AVith regard to public liealth and medical, some additional amounts 
have been i)rovided, but judging from the needs of tlie province they 
may be said to be quite insufficient, but 1 am glad to see tlyi^provisions 
have been made for three travelling eye dispensaries in the next year, 
which is no doubt a right move in the right direction and we hope to see 
at least a doz^iii of such dispensaries in the near future. 

Sir, as regards the expenditure uiidtn* the head “Debt Conciliation" 
Rs. 24,()3,000 was allcdted in ]9‘t8-d9, but in revised estimates 
Rs. 12,09,000 w’as provided. So, more than 50 per cent, of the original 
money could not be spent within the year. But in the next year's 
budget the amount has again b^en rai.sed to Rs. 21,12,000 in order to 
establish the full complement of Boards next year together with the 
appointment of a fourth Deputj-%)irector of Debt Conciliation with 
necessary staff— as the explanatory note says. I think. Sir, that so 
Auch amount may not be neces.sary for the same as past years showed 
utherwise at least Rs. 2 to Rs. 3 lakhs ma? easily be available for 
other nation-building projects. Owing to the establishment of Debt 
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Conciliation liounl, th<i rural <'reclit Las been very shy and the agricul- 
turists have been put to great difficulties. So very early steps may be 
taken to remove their pressing needs by establishment of credit facili- 
ties in each thana at least, if not practic able in each union for the 
present. The present provisions of ilie Bengal Agricultural Debt.Vd 
Act require to be thoroughly amended, as some of the provisions are 
not congenial both to (^editors and to d<‘btors and tliis Act has been as 
if a death blow to realise dues even from solvent ])arties. vSome 
j>eople who cannot be a debtor under this Act generally take 
shelter under this to avoid payiuenl ajf long as i>ossil)]e in order to 
defraud jlj<*ir nutluijans and zeiiiindar>> of tjieir just and legal dut‘N. 

Lastly, sir, going into the taxation proposals we find that not ojily 
has llu* Finance Minister presented us with two, but also threatened us 
with many more during the autumn session. On the betting tax on 
dog racing, 1 have nothing to say but why leave horse racing; if dog 
racing is an evil whhdi undoubtedly it is, liorse racing is still more so 
ami it was only expeched of our Finance Minister that he wilt take 
(tourage in both hands and tax the Koval Calcutta Turf Club* in the 
way Bombay has done. As regardh the ungraduateil tax on professions, 
callings, etc., it would mainl;^ alfect tht‘ middle class, whereas the 
amount is >^uch that the licher sections of the tax-i)ayers will not feel 
any burden at all. 

Sir, I am not one of those who tetd that a fail' sum can be expected 
'without taxation. J admit. Sir, that provincial ri‘venues are limited 
and need <'\]>ansion but before new taxations are intlicdcMl, is it not 
(‘xpedient, jtist and equitable that fruitless administrative cost should 
be reduced t(> the minimum in ju'dei’ t.o release substantial funds for 
useful s<*rvicesy The Finance Minister has statt‘d that the scope of 
furth<‘r I'etrenehment is not ver> great, but that is a statement wdiich 
hardly bears serptiny. A good amount can be recovei'i‘d if the huge 
W’astage bu^Viovernni’ent expenditure could be jirevented as well as if 
allow'ances of highly paid officers as suggested by my hon'ble friend 
Ilai Manmathanath Bose Bahadur, could be discontinued, for this 
House has been staggered to learn that in a budget of "Ks. 14 crores, 
salary bills of (Government officers alone account for more than Ks. G 
crores or about 45 per cent. 

Lastlx , Sjr, a ])roviiice like ours cannot be made prosperous without 
industrialisation and improvement of agriculture. With these w’ords, 
Sir, I conclude my speech. « 

Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA Bahadur: '^Mj. Pnsident, 

Sir, the Budget should reflect, as in a mirror, the policy of a Government. 
It should forniulate Schemes for ameliorating the condition of the 
j)rovince and its peoj)Ie end for removing many and various grievance)? 
of the public..- But in the Budget presented in this House, one would 
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vainly setik <0 find any distinct policy either lor redres.s of the cryin^^ 
grievances of the people or for any attempt to lead the nation oitt of 
the present chaos and crisis. Tl is surpiisinj^ lliur without any definite 
. hint at any far-reacliing iniprovenient of the province, tliis 
budget, in making both sides meet, has pioposed a loan ol a cion‘. 

present budget does not provide for any expenditure tor which 
a loan can f)e justified. It is hard to find why it pleased tin* llon’ble 
Finance Minister to tax dog racing only and not liorse racing. Ls 
it because ho will lose the support of the Kurop(‘an Blot*'^ Or is it 
because the horse racing is expected to yield an amount of levenue 
which will make the inij)osition of the ungraduated tax on tiad(‘s ami 
j)rofessions altogether unut^’cssary The binlget sju'ccli has tliiough- 
out assumed slump in trades and ])rofessions. eacdi one branch of wliiidi 
is adjuitted to be hard hit. If that is so, is it not unjust to put a 
higher burden upon such crippled incomes? Kach one of tin* tax-payers 
has relations and dependents w’ho ar(‘ unenijdoycnl and they an* already 
a great handicap to them. Why should they be furthei- buKhnied with 
this additi(mal tax? 

Instead of raising loaii.s .ind imp(»^iug taxi's means should havi^ 
been found out in other wa^^ loi the purpose oi meeting the many 
and various doles meted out to \aiious inslitulions and eonimnnilies 
► with a view to j)laeate llu'm. I do !iot object peisonall\ to dog laelng 
Iteing taxed, it leally iK'cessai.N. Hut I do no! understand wliy shoubi 
dogs only be juefeiKnl to lioiscs, when it is Known the horses would 
surely fetch a much higher revenue*? But 1 do object to the uugiaduat(‘d 
lax at this time of crisis when one leels the existing burden <d taxes 
already too heavy to bear. AVliy sliould tbeie be an nngiadnated tax 
w’liicb ni(‘aiis indiscriminate laxatimi? 

Tile Budget shows the liarid ol a blind man giojiing in Die ilar'k. 
It feels rather than sees the dangers and difiieuliies that sui round u.s 
and lie ahead; but it dot's notliing mor-e than rm'H'lv deseribt' some 
of these dangers and diffienltie.s in an aeademi-e \va\. .NTTVoI nt ion is 
found for them. It rn(‘iel.\ dephues that this should be so. 

The greatest menace of the present (iti\t'i rimeiit is admitted (o be 
the question of all-ionnd uneinphtymcnt. TJime ait* unemplo\(*tl 
everywhere and in every walk of life: amongst the educated as well 
as anitmg the uneducated; among the middle class nr s wt*ll as among 
the poor agriculturists in the interior of the pro\im‘e. Tlit* ])io\inee is 
full of the uneniphned. The (joM'iiiment which lia'' appr eciatetl jind 
acknowledged this fact sliouUl cqnie forw'arti with a solution which ma.\ 
1)6 complete or even a partial sidutioii. But tin* (Toveiiiment wIiom* 
budget does not even seek to fiiifP any lemedy has no r ight to make 
a loan and to impo.se a tax. The (lover nm(*nt vvhicli cannot find bread 
for its starving people must admit its own incapacity to urn the sll()W^ 
The budget speech is a pitiful acknowledgment and a naked coiife-sion 
of inability of tin* present (Tover-rimcnt to solve eitlier Jhe stupendous 
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problems of social and economic reconstruction or the acute and vexed 
problems of unemployement. If any loan was necessary to materialise 
any bold drive towards the solution of the serious and menacing 
problems of the province, no member should have scruppled to vote for 
it,. But the budget which provides for 24 lakhs to civil works (cons^- 
struction of building) and only ‘i lakhs to agriculture and only 3 lakhs 
to industry, should do well to curtail the expenditure on construction 
of new buildings by the amount of the proposed loan and should square 
the Budget without the loan and without the imposition of further 
tax. . 

. ^I’lie Ihidgcl seems In res])ond to the cries and scrambles of ijistitu- 
tions and (communities, hut it is deaf to tlie pathetic wail of the 
province at large. 

Year jitter yejir the province is being devasted h,\ flood. The last 
flood cost the Government ovi‘r r)f)i lakhs in loans and reliefs. But 
there is no provision to he fdtnid in the Budget to protect the province 
from its ri'currence. It seems that Government would keeji (luiet in a 
Hjiirit of divine resignation till it comes again. And when it comes, 
as it must, loans and reliefs will be arranged by upsetting the Budget. 
The Budget proceeds upon the assum])tion that then* will be no flood. 
It is jilso bjised upon the assumption tlmt thcri* will he no inttunational 
cause,'. 1(! upset the bu<lgetar\ figures. But tli(‘ llon'bh* Finance 
Minist(‘i‘ is viuy jubilant ov<*r th(‘ order foi’ 20t) juillioiis of jute bags. 
Does not this indicjite anything? Is it not tin* long shadow of ji coming 
event ? But 1 am sorrx to sax that the Budget is blissfully oblivious 
of it. 

In conclusion, J beg to submit that this is a budget xxhich the 
peoph* xvill find it verx difficult to ajijueciate There is no well-jdanned 
advance into future, neither is tlime to be found any bold handling of 
any of the most jjcute jmoblems ot the ])rovince. It is not a budget 
worthy of ;|‘j^y Government. ^ 

Sir EDWARD C. BENTHALL: Sir. there is just one point in 
connection with the Budget to which attention nmy profitably he drawn 
jit tin* present moment. It is no use Imving a taxation system unless the 
means of collecting the taxes jire supported. This j>rovince is facing a 
very serious danfjer at the present moment which, in my opinion, is 
not fully recognised by many of those xvho are likely to he most aft'e<ded 
by it. The disruptive elements which are Jihrojid are well known to 
every party in this House. Tliose Avho try to leduee the productive 
power of the province by creating industrial strikes and those who 
preach stoppage of payment of just dues of rent arc not only damaging 
the piovinee as whole, hut are, also, in my opinion, going to stab their 
kith and kin in the Itack. Not only can no Government who calls it- 
self self-governing folemte that state of affairs, hut no people who 
desire to attain prosperity and to ameliorate their social condition can 
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allow such action to continue. The caiiipaij»ii for non-payment of rent, 
if successful, is likely to hit not only tlie bit^- landlords, but the 
intermediary tenure-liolders and so deal a sliaf teriiifl: blow lo the middle 
classes in Ben^ral. It is from this very class of peoi)le tluat these a^^ita- 
tors who advocate these policies come, and those most affected are so 
often blind to the situation and (he probabh* effei'ts upon their onn 
people that they fall fairly easy victims to this destructive imlicy. 3 h«‘ 
fact, I think is that the policy of opposition and disruptive tactics have 
been so lon»: ing*rained in the minds of certain classes of pt‘ople as ]»ari 
of their campaip:n to embarrass the previous (fovernment, that they 
overlook the chauf^e which ha^^ taken place in the constitution. 'Fhev 
still atta(;k th(i pivsent (loyci nnicnt-(pii(<' uiimiiidful of the clian^^'c- 
the complete change — tliat lias taken j)lac(‘ in tlu‘ <‘ons( itnt ion . and li 
is a stran^’c si»‘ht to see them not tinwittiiij^ly either doinj^ their !»(*'>!» 
to encompass th(‘ emhariassment and tin* discomtitiii (' of tlicir class, oi 
else doinc' nothin, <.;• to stop it. TortunaiclN , 1 think it is not likely tiiat 
(jovernment will permit tliis campaign sikccimI. If it were success- 
ful it would brinip about untold suttcriiif.*s on tin* miiblb' classes, l>ut 
T am 3iir(‘ that the House will with im* that it helioses all stable 

people and specially an expeiit'iiccd body like this Mouse* what(‘Ver their 
political views — in tlieir own iiitei(‘st am) in tin* intei(*st of tin* provim i' 
—to resist such a movement to (he utmost. 

Maulana MUHAMMAD AKRAM KHAN: sarro. 

sTRcniRR srtrf ®(f sTTfro ^ ^ I 

mM stc<rT wm ^ 

1 ^ i 

‘irt'SiiJ 5rn?c<r5 'ti'Sisi 'snx^rrft^ C4'(c<t 

’st^TT 'snrpt c^C'^i 

?IR '5(TOTiC^ f2[*T ^l'SU<t CW5 I 

^tTBiTra C^R^TT R, &RT tVt<|5l 

wmM um ^ ^ ^ 

C’t'iH ®r(WR strr ^nisrtPR iJK'i ^ c^'QST 

'Sfsf ^rrJTRT C<T‘(<lCO ?R, 

^ Sn^R '5R".!?rRRT RRT RR R«IT R?, ^ WR 

R &RT SR*T RRR Rl 

dJSR snfst 'SUH|<t JTRT i9*fTR ilRItR <3^ $RT 

^siri srw r, c(rr 

^msTiRR ®ur5T iTRr rtr r«(7^i <TOTR?f 

^^ttR?r 5PR5 dtKC“t S[W*te RTCcl ^tiMT *T7(i:7 ’Tit 1 ^5^ ^ 

CTOT 5R aRl*R Rt?R *P2r1«RR5 R, i^RT 

^HTTR? I5RT 5?[RRT TOR, SRT^nPtST ITRRR 5RT 

«S[R TOR, OT’CSf RTO5 t*Kh4. <f<®R ^SRT RTR «(RRI (From 
Congress side : wmm k?fef 1) R ^TRCR ®RR 

TOR I ^CSKRSf ’trotR’ R CRTORT TO TOIR — ^ 
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Rof «r*rr w, f^csw ^ 5i^<iKna ^ snrv oncsi OT?tr ®rt 

subsidy C^, CHT^K*^ dltw TOT ^F^CSPT TOR C^, 

CTO[ C^iR ^1 «JlCTOr ^RR (R, ^CSR ^Tn^^R’HK^ &T^ 

R«?[r TOT <fi«rRTO[ «t^«fRC*S? 5 t?t TO?rR tott r, rr crtor, «ira 

<a*?rr C^R SITORTI ( From Congress Group : CTO 1 rC5 

^c^ 5[ri) 

«it1r To f5ic^ ®ir?R"«r CTOC^ 5 t4:i ^J5>o:& rtcsr 

•( 3 ;;' Bengal Government Publicity Department 

ffCWCTl CR^: T<'S»IC^R *R^‘'OT5 Publicity 5 TO TO (flCRCfl ilCffR 

C5# tR’fTl JR^*^ CTOR CTOC«:i ®(T^ CTOif dlTORr 

TO^SiC^ &RT C'lTO kLWk, CR^: i^'CWR <3^ af^STOR CTO^ tRCTO 1 

w atijTOR TO CTO ScRRT =nti atro, froc^, cro 

CTOCR ^ cR^irr toc^, cr6t ^ aro to to, tocct atroro a;;^ rsi cto 
enrol ^TTO TOR TO^rr ^;;to towh cr, ro^ cro <cto tot, Irc^ cto cr^it 

RTOl* 

The Hon’hle Mr. NALIIH RANJAN BARKER: Mr. President, 

Sir, in tlie discussions cm the Budget there liave been reterence to nil 
possibh^ 1])ings from the marking of the boundary of a place to bold 
schemes of' national reconstruclion and even the setting up of luxurious 
swimming baths. It is obviously not possible for me to reply 
individually to all these diverse ])oints. I do not feel the enthusiasm 
eith(‘r to do so. For as T have sat wat(*hing the discussions, one 
thing has la^pn made (juite clear to me: and that is, that no one will be 
convinced hy anybody else. aNone, exce])t only one or twu), thought 
it necessar> b» <‘oiisider the facts or arguments T l)rought out in my 
stalemeiHs iu this House ami in the Jjower House. Withoui 
refenmee to such facts and arguments, they have proceeded in theii 
own way to tell llu* Hoiuse what they think of this, that or the othei 
thing. It is, Sir, rather diflicult and also awkw’ard, to explain to 
somebody the implications of my Budget Statement when he appears 
to have Ins owuf idpas of the Budget which, how'ever, does not con- 
form to the reality. Dt this sort of discussion there can be no end, 
and I consider it useless to try to reply to this. It seems to be the 
general idea that the (rovenunent must he attacked and abused or 
else there can he no politics. M^iiere smdi is the position, the atmos- 
phere <*ertain]y is not conducive to the discussion of ways and means 
of schemes of national reconstruction. How^ever that may be, I shall 
in my reply ,< unfine myself to the broad general points only. 

Sir, I have listened to the speeches of oppo.sitioii members who 
have not hesitated to find fault wdth the Government for their inabi- 
lity, as they say, to solve the problem of middle-class unemployment, 
bold indnstiial development, the problem of dal-hhat for the masses, 
pristtary education and so forth. It is, of course, the privilege of the 
Oppoeition to indulge in loose and irresponsible talks. People who 

— fc... . , . 

*An Authorised English translation of this Bengali speech will be found in the Appendix. 
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are not burdened with the respoiisiliiUty .of execution may even sug- 
gest lightly imaginary and grandiose schemes of amelioration. The 
duty of an Opposition is very simi)le. It is to oppose everything and 
to propose notlnng. A Government unlortun.Vtely cannot revel in 
mental exercises. A Government Juis to grajiple with })ractical prob- 
IjEtfns, deal with facts and available resource'^, harmonise conflicting 
interests, carefully consider the reinucussions of any pniposal in other 
spheres and assess probable results. A Government im‘vi<ahly finds 
enthusiasm for a go-ahead jnogramme (ircumscrihed by two <*onsi- 
derations, namely, the quality of its man-power and its finances. Our 
problems are of such stupen(\()us magnitude tliat it would be only 
studied self-delusion to say that they could he solved imm(‘diately or 
even within a short period of time. 

Sir, it is a truism that the jjrogress of a peojde is essentially con- 
ditioned by its environment, that the extimsion of self-government or 
n.ation-huilding activities must he limited by the resources of a people 
in men and in money, by tlie extent ohf>ul)lic s])irit and national (*on- 
scioiisness, by the mental calibre of tlie average individual. Never- 
thelcv"^, it is n truism that i> so (d'tim forgotten. Dazzled by the h gb- 
liglits of th(‘ aclii(‘vcm(‘nt,s of West(*rn (‘ountrit's und(‘r a Roos(‘V(dt or 
a Hitler, peo])l(‘ here sometinu's ex])ect their own Ministeis to move' 
with an e([ual pace, forgetting all the time that in resources, in human 
material, in national strcjigth, unit\ and dis(*iplim' and in lo>alt\ to 
the leadei*, the conditions obtaining here dilVer so entirely. You <an 
have as your Ministers (uily smdi men as your electors simd to tin* 
1 (‘gislature as tlieii- rej)res(*ntatives. H the eh^dors do not ndinn a 
I{oos(‘velt or a llithu-, you canu(»t g*et one; if conditions in th<‘ country 
make it imp(»ssibl(' tor ])rogress or national dcvelopnnmt to j)r()ce<ul at 
a Hitlerian ])ace, it is idb* to exju'ct such rapi<l strides to b<‘ taken not 
by this Government alone but by any (iov<*rnment you may have* in 
its place. When I (ionsider all this and consider at the same time the 
large and irresponsible ordt*rs that are yet /tjade (;«i the Governmimt 
from time to time during discussion*^ on the Budget, l^*a^n painfully 
convinced that we do not d(‘serve better progress than what we are 
making. 

I have been accused, Sir, b> many hon’blq members of the House 
of a lack of boldness in formulating a comprehensive ])rogramme of 
mass amelioration. I do not quite know what hon^de inemhers mean 
by boldness. If they mean .something who.se main pnrjvose is t(» catrd] 
the imagination of the people, something which is utojuan, .some- 
thing conceived out of imagination without any realisation of the hard 
facts of the situation, I mu.st confU.s to a lack of holdne.ss. l^or such 
boldness is merely a luxury of an irresponsible opposition, and not 
a quality of a responsible statesmanlike Government, But if we mean 
by boldness, — as I think we should, — a full appreciation of our prob- 
lems and a determination to grapple with them as expeditiously as is 
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possible within the limitati<nis feet by our resources in men and money, 

I do not think there is much lack of boldness in the Budget Statement. 

It only requires some measure of goodwill to perceive it. Moreover, 
it would be a mistake to look for everything relating to a Govern- 
ment’s policy in the budget of one particular jear. It has io be 
realised that the budget gives a cross-section view of a particular year 
only. ]t does not paint the whole picture. But it contains enough 
indications of the sound beginnings which, wlien comjdeled, wil), yield 
the completed picture. Sir, when a vast structure is to be erected, 
and only bricks and mortar are gatijered at the beginning*, the un- 
imaginative will j)n)bably fail to see their proper relationship to the 
structure they will help to build. Or, again, when niucli, but nec(‘S- 
sary, tiiru* is spcuit in laying a sound foundation, the unimaginative 
will becoiiH*- impatient at th(‘ delay in completing the structure. In 
both cases, Siv, he fails to n‘alis{‘ tliat not only is the iireliminary 
j)lan of enormous importance, but that a sound foundation will ensure 
a stiible and sound superstriV-^^ure. / 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS! AVhei(‘ is the plan oi tlie building r 

The HOfl’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: It you have eyes 
to see, you <‘an see galore. 

Tli(‘se budgets we have ])een ju'esenting for the last two years are * 
hut tlio bricks and moilar. They ])rovide a hare sketch of wliat we 
int(Mid acaromplisliing and how', and tlu'v rouglily indicate the speed at 
■vvhicdi it is ])ossi])le for us to proceed in view* of our limitation in men 
and money. But. beeause w<‘ are just ])usy now in liaining the plans 
and laying the foundation, we sluiuld not be oblivious of th(‘ fact tlmt 
it is for the slniciun' we are going* to en^'t that jdanning* and the 
])iling up of materials are being made. In truth, Sir, we are slowly 
but surely going ahead with our task of mass amelioration. 

Jfegai’ded in its true perspective, eaeh provision in the Budget 
will 1)(* sei^i^To form part of a connected and comiueliensive scheme 
being* shNulily carried out ovei* a number td years. Thus a provision 
for rural \vatei*-su]q)ly in a j)artieular yeiir’s budget is only a link in 
the ebain : it lepresent.s the amount of work the Government would he 
d(ung ill tliat particular year lor the promotion of their siheme for 
pro]K‘r w ;iier-sunifiy arrangements in rural areas tliroughoul the 
pi*ovine(‘. Similarly, a grant for (fuiuine gives some idea of wdiat in 
a paj'ticnlar year llie Government are doing for the fight against 
malaria in wliieh distribution of qiiiniMe must ahvays occupy a largo 
place : a grant for rural disjHuisaries means a step forward in the 
Government’s scheme for the establishment of rural centres of medical 
aid and relief. The grants for schools, colleges and hospitals, again 
are only an indication* of the Government’s activity for the further- 
ance and improvement of these schools, colleges and hospitals. In 
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shiori. the provisions in the Budget do not represent mere figures they 
represent ideas, schenie*^, and plans, or rather that portion of ijiese 
which is itn piemen ted in a particular year. 

My hon’ble friend Mr. Huinayun Kahir was vehement in his 
attack on (he (xovernment and, the Budget on (lie score of absence of 
boM schemes. But I would like to ask what indication of having 
lx)ld schemes has my hon’ble friend or the group to which lie b(d<mgs 
ever g»iveny Have we ever had from tlie learned professor eveii a 
theoretical discourse in this House on hold schemes of national ame- 
lioration ? n/ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABhR: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER; Don’t delude 
yourself, Mr. Kabir. 

AVhen Mr. Kabir's groiij) was negotiating with the (lovernment tor 
imlusioii of a member of (be group, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad, in the 
Ministry, what bold sidieme, what solicitude* for I he masses did M? . 
Kabir or his group indicate or evince* in their te‘rms!'' Wns (lie con- 
dition ot a sumjituary allowance or bouse allowunee for Ministers a 
bold sche*me (bat would remove (he poverty and snfiVring of tin* 
• masses}^ AVas the* abolition of nomination in local l)e)di(*s without 
considering whe*(her the minoriti(*s got j)re)|)er rejiiesentation or not, 
a bold sche*me or a good scheme? Or, again, was the* ])roj)osal (<» 
o.xlend juumary education without charging the education cess to tluKse* 
who, in (heir ojeinion, were unable to pay, a bold or a jerae*! ie'ahh* 
<e*heme, <*spee*ially wlien yon consider that the eess is so insignifi- 
cantly small, being only KU pies, it is only 3 pice in a whole year foi* a 
person who pays one* rnpe‘e in a ye*ar as rent? Professor Kabir has 
remarked .about some of the* commit te*es apjeoiiitod by Oon eminent as 
so much iiiiiiecessarv waste of money. But what am I to think ol this 
euiticism when T know that his gronje had at the tinier (T*^r. Sluim- 
siiddiii Alimed's indusieui in tin; Ministry tried to make it a e*ondi(ioii 
that memhers of the group mu.st be re*pr<*senteei on all these*, eauu- 
mittees?’ Sir,* 1 could miillli>ly instances, hut this is unnecessary. 
For, it is dear that my hniiMde friend is criticising tin* (love'rnmeuit 
simply because be must. Thai is the way many ad^jit to gain lime- 
light. But all this is a sad commentary em the situation in the midst 
of which we have to work. Where even a highly eelneated citizen, a 
professor of the distine-tion of AJr. Kahir deies nejt realise*, or e^are to 
realise, the limitations or implications of the- we)rk for national up- 
lift, is it any surprise that our progress should be slow? 

Sir, if we ceimpare the i>rogramrne of exiieiiditure for nation- 
building services provided in the Bengal budget* with those set forth 
in the budgets of other progressive sister pi^vinces, it will become 
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apparent that Bengal does not lag behind any of these provinces. Sir, 
I arn not very much enamoured of these comparisons, for, I should 
like to think that each Provincial (jovernment is trying its best to 
carry through an ameliorative programme within the limitations under 
which it has to work. If, then 1 proceed to compare the expenditure 
programme of the Government of Bengal with those of some other 
progressive sister provinces, it is not to jiass any comments on the 
programme of any particular Government, for, as I have *said, I 
believe each Provincial Government is trying its utmost to bring 
relief to th(‘ distressed masses, liut witli tlie object of disjielling the 
false im]nession which my hon’hle memla'is ap])ear lo entertain, 
namely, tlial in so far as the Minlgei is i-rpicerned a (/ongress (lovern- 
ment as such must be doing very much more than what they ( hoose to 
call this unimaginiitive Government of Bengal. Unfortunately, Con- 
gress (fovernhient as such as the (Tovernment of Bengal have to con- 
tend as 1 have already said before, with the hard realities of the 
situation, and the limilatioTrssiio])osed upon tlieni by their resources in 
men and money. A Pinanpe Ministcu-, whether of the (Vmgress or 
the Coalition dye, cannot ]M)ssibly let his imagination an iiftbridled 
scope. He has to be true to th(» kindred ixiints ol objective of speed.v 
mass amelioration and the reality of his resources in men and money — 
a task. Sir, which 1 may assuri‘ hon'lde members is extremely onerous 
and embarrassing. 

Sir, it is universally «»greed that Congress Governments arc* doing 
their utmost to push through an amcdiorativc* programme. Nobody 
would accuse* them of any lack of imagination or beddness. If, there- 
fore*, we compare the budgets even for this U‘ar of the Bombay and 
Madras Governments w’ith that of the Bengal Government, wa* should 
have an ide'a cd' the achievenumts of these Gfrvernments. Apart from 
what is accounted for by the extension of prohibition, the total new 
expenditure under the nation-building dejrartments as provided in the 


Madras Budget *Js as follow’s: — 

Es. 

Education ... .... 2,52,600 

Medical ... ... 25,300 

Public Health ’ ... ... 11,400 

Agriculture ... ... 21,700 

Veterinary ... ... 12,900 

Co-operation ... ... 3,000 

Industries ... ... 24,900 

Fisheries ... ... 1,100 

Amelioration of ‘the Condition of Labour and 

Harijans ... 1,89,200 
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The bulk of new expenditure on ed motion <‘onsists of biiildin^r and 
furniture ^»Tants to scdiools and eolletres under private nianap*ei»ent. 
Now, 1 should like to ask lion’ble members wherein lies the indication 
of a stagj^ering: boldness in the above analysis of the expenditure pro- 
gramme of one of our most progressive sister j)rovinces. Tliis pro- 
gramme of allotment of expenditure is in no way better than that of the 
Bengal Government. In fact, any eritie, if he so chose, could suggest 
that Hje Madras Government were merely tinkering with the various 
problems willi wliich the province is confronted, tliat they had no vision 
and were merely following in the tootste])s of the old bureaucratic 
regime. • 

I may also mention that* the Madras Budget pnoudes tor an increase* 
of ]?s. lakhs under “('ivil Works.*' I do imt think hon'ble members 
of the Madras Legislatun* characterised this item as nu're expenditure 
on bricks and mortar. 

Let us, again, take* the Be)mba,\ Budge;t, Tlie md increase* in revenue 
expenditure in ove*r the lL‘vise‘el for the* curre‘nt y(*ar is eml\ 

ILs. lakhs. And he*re is what the Hon 'hie Einam'c Ministe*!’ of 

Bombay says in regard to the outstanding it(*nis of nc'W e‘X])e*ndiiure*, 
**we have provided not mere'ly for a continuance* ot a scheme* of social 
welfare inaugurate‘d during the* e‘urre*nt \e‘ar but in some* cas(*s als(» 
for an exjiansion. Thus, the*re* is pj’e»vision for Us. o lakhs for ex])an8ion 
of ])riniary education; of Us. I 1akh tor strengthening the* inspee'ting 
staff, Us. lakhs f(»r training jirimary se*hool teachers, Us. 3 lakhs 
for aequisitiem of land for an Animal Husbandry and I)aii> Jnslilute 
and Us. ‘J lakhs for the building and eejiiijimeni of Ayujvedic Schoeds. 
Uupees 1 lakh has been pre>vidtrl for spreading medical tucilitie*s in 
rural areas, Us. S.l lakhs for w’ater-sup])ly and Us. 71 laklis for irriga- 
tion.” Again J ask hoirble me‘mbers, wherein is the* indication of a 
staggering boldness herei^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In prohibition. . 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Could not also 

‘ • 

Bombay’s Budget be charaefe^rised by e^ritics a*j devoid of imagination, 
lacking in boldness and continuing the old bureaucratic tradition P Sir, 
my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has interjected anM said that we are 
lacking in imagination in respect of prohibition, but because Bombay 
and Madras have gone in for prohibition, does he want that Bengal also 
should follow suit? In the rjiral areas, as I have explained times 
without number, the prohibition menace is not so acute in Bengal as 
in the other provinces. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: But why should you allow it to grow 
stall? 
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The Hon'ble'Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER Ht should also be 
evident that in re^^arcl to allotments for new expenditure, the Bengal 
Budget would compare very favciurably with the Bombay Budget. 
Wh(‘re is then, Sir, tlie point of criticism of my hon'ble friends in 
opposition y No (lovernment, whether Congress or non-Congress, can 
solve our problems by mere wishing or by a sweej) of the legislative 
arm. Kacdi province has to evolve ji practicable programme best suited 
to its conditions and circ-unistaiices. And in so far as budgef allot- 
jnents are concerned, the (Jovernment of Bengal stands amongst the 
foremost in our common fight against the complex problems which 
confront the whole country. * 

Sir, the greatest handicap of the (jovernment of Bengal is the 
implacable o])position of the nationalist press. However good may be 
the intensions *of the Government, they always “suspect. What- 
ever the Government may do, they must b(‘ reproached and condemned. 
This irnitional propaganda, ci^rried on by a i)o\verful nationalist press 
and ji well-dis(dj)lin(‘d party in Opposition, is, as 1 have said, our most 
serious handica]). The communities which are th(‘ main siipponters of 
Government an; unorganised and not so well educated and they are 
wanting in resources. They do not possess any poweiful press. They 
also do not know so well as the Opposition members do the art of subtle 
and inlelligent projuiganda. Tin; resulting conseriuence is sometimes 
absurd if not ridiculous. Thus, if a (-ongress Government spiJiids but 
a paltry Bs. LhOOB on, say, village libraries, the measure is magnified 
and described as a drive against mass illiteracy. While all that the 
Bengal (Government may do by such benevolent measures as the setting 
up of J)ebt CoTK’iliation Boards, the reorganisation of the (\)-operative 
Department, tin; largely augmented grants for water-supply, the 
increased exi)enditiire on communications for transport of agricultural 
produce, training of teachers for jirimary education, etc., are charac- 
terised as retrogyjde and reactionary. Sir, nothing (ioiild betray a 
more unju.‘/!"..nd irraiional attitude of mind. And all the trouble is, 
as far as 1 can see, a question of labels. For I have not the least doubt 
that if only our Government were called a Congress Government, a 
complete metamorj»hosis would have been effected overnight in the 
mentality' of the opjH)siVioii members, and they and the nationalist 
newspapers alike would have been the loudest in proclaiming the solid 
achievements, — as in actual fact they are, of the Government of Bengal. 
At the same time, 1 know. Sir, that the Opposition and the nationalist 
press are more eoneerned about labels^, no matter what the contents 
may be. 

Sir, as I sat listening to the budget discussions this year, I was 
impressed by the growing influenee of Congress thought and ideology 
on the people of our country. For what many members who do iiM 
belong to the Congress s|A>ke in critieism of my budget statement was 
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often nothing more than a mere repetition of ihe criticism given expres- 
sion to by Congress members and the nationalist pi ess. Sir, 1 think 
the Congress has ample reasons to feel happy ove> tlie extension of its 
sphere of influence to this new, and hitherto impregnable, territory. 

•There has been a lot ot oritioism against the Government that they 
have failed to inhoduee universal fn‘e ]>rimary education in the pro- 
vince. « But such universal extension of free primary education is an 
expensive aftair, and it can be in no Government’s power to give otteci 
to it at once. The Bengal Government have, lu^wever, (‘arried out the 
necessary preliminary investigations as to the total number of schools 
to be established, number ojt trained teacliers and tlie equipment that 
would be necessary and the total cost that all this would involve. The 
results of the investigations are already available. The Government 
had planned to give etfei t to their scheme fd primary eilucation in some 
of the districts during the current year itself. But owing to the wide- 
spread floods and distress and at the re(|iu>^H of members of the liOgisla- 
ture the edu(;ation cess was not imposed and the start that was contem- 
plated 4W'ould not be made. This \ear Government hope to be able to 
make a start in several districts. In this conn(»(‘tion 1 must refer to 
the idea which some s(*em to entertain that e\j)enditnre in other spheres 
— equally essential constructive expenditures, I ma\ ad»l- • should be sus- 
* pended and a jnisb given to firiinary education with the money, thus 
available. But apart from the fa(‘t that the mone\ would be far too 
insutficient lor tlie jiurpose, it has to Im* realised that the beneficial effects 
of primary ediK'ation would not be discernible before two decades or bo, 
and it is not only unwise bnt also impossible to postpone expenditure 
in other spheres all this time, (y/ 

A nation's progress has to be all-round, and a Government must cater 
to and look after the improvement of all the departimmts of a nation^s 
life. A too one-sided (‘onc'eiitration nt one aspeel onb> while starving 
other departments ean never be reallv bemheial io .be nation in the 
end. The Government are anxious for tlie e.xtension of primary e(iu(;a- 
fion and the\ are doing all that the,\ imi\ in this resjiect witliout at the 
same time ignoring the needs of other hianehes of ih(‘ national life. 
In conclusion, 1 would like to emphasise just ^one other point which 
1 strongly emjdiasised in the Lower House also. The extension of 
primary education is inevitably bound up vvitli I be edheation cess, with 
the regular and punctual payment <if the cess. The zemindars J believe 
would no lunger be in a position Io advance the amount of the cess so 
that it is imjjerative that the tmiants should pay the cess and pay it 
at the proper time if the machinery of primary education is to work 
at all. Professor Kabir’> characterisation of the Government’s attempt 
to extend primary education hy the imposition of a separate cess as a 
fraud is, I think, not be taken seriously. It is noV practically admitted 
on all hands that without cess or some soft of additional taxation 
universal primary education would be an impossibility^ and T think 
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Mr. Kabir only invites ridicule on himself by describing the method 
as a fraud. 

l^rofessor Kabir has assailed my eslimate of Rs. 4J crores for primary 
education as excessive. He thinks it is possible to reduce the cost per 
child per annum to Rs. 6 in place of Rs. 12, and thus to cut down the 
total cost 1() Rs. 2J crores. But the figure of Rs. G per child would 
hardly bear scrutiny. In Bombay, I may mention, according to 
present standards the cost per boy is Rs. IC per annum, and that per 
girl is Rs. 20 per annum. Compared to this, my assumption of a cost 
of Rs. 12 per (diild on an average* mmd be regarded as (conservative. 
Kurtber Mr. Kabir's idea of having teaclucrs on a rate of pay which 
would not normally attract a i)eon or a watchman is certainly not one 
which is likely to give us the desired type of education for our children. 

I may inentioYi for Mr. Kabir’s information that the rate of pay I 
a8sura(‘d was not arbitrary; it was based on the suggestion contained 
in tlui report of tin* (hmiinitte^ of the (h*ntral Advisory Board of Educa- 
tion appointed to consider the Wardha Education Scheme. The Com- 
mittee which had as its Chairman, the Hon’ble Mr. B. G. Kher, I?remier 
and Education Minister, Bombay, and among its members such eminent 
persons as Dr. Sir Zia-ud-Din Ahmed, Rajkumari Anirit Kaur, recom- 
mended that the salary of a trained primary school teacher must in 
no case be less than Rs. 20 per month. I think Professor Kabir should * 
not blame me if I accept their opinion a^^ more authoritative than his. 

1 was rath(‘r amazed that Mr. Kabir should advocate (M*onomy, of all 
things, in the pay of tin* primary school teacher. Evidently the trouble 
with most of us in retrenching is that W(’ want tf> lake the '‘me* ’ out, of 
economy. WIkui my iKUiTde triend iiimself was a candidate for a post 
in the Education Department ot tin* (lovmnment In* ]>itche(l his demand 
rather high and would not take a. pie less. 

Mr, Kabir said that my budget was not a poor man s budget. I 
am not (juite ch‘i<V as to what he means, for when he opposed the provi- 
sion for (^vil Works In* was certainl.\ opposing something which was 
going to help the poor man, the labourer who works on (;onstruction of 
roads, the mason who construi t bridges or buildings and many others 
who would by all tokens be classed with the poor. There are many other 
prendsions in the Budget, esi»ecially those for the nation-building depart- 
ments, which wV)uld undoubtedly go t(» help the poor directly or 
indirectly. 

Sir, as I sat listening to the discussion of the budget I became con- 
vinced that piditics was a profession ‘ior which very little preparation 
was necessary. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You are proof ot that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I listened atten- 
tivel\ to the ..‘•pivch ot the Maharaja ot Santosh. He requested me 
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to adopt the schemes he had given. I do not know what to say to 
him. In the first place, his schemes are more ideas than scheines, 
and most of them are so utopian in character that I tliink that with 
our limited resources it is not possible to give effect to them and I 
am, sure the Maharaja himself could not be able to implement tliese 
were he in my position. His schemes moreover are n(>t conceived 
with ap eye to the iirgeucv or priority of the various clain.s on the 
resources of the state, and while all his sch<*mes would no doubt be 
beneficial, were it possible to impleimmt them, I think he would not 
hud it easy to have man> of ihe.se accepted by the House itself, so 
remote they are from the practical realities of our situation. 1 was 
very miudi surprised when my hon’ble friend the Maharaja of Santosh 
began to unfold his multitudinous plans for utilising the propos(‘d loan 
of Rs. 1 crore. He would with this sum start industrial schools all 
over the province, reorganise scdiools and colIeg(‘s on a residtuitial basis, 
intrf)duce the system of co-operative zemindary, to the enduring benefit 
of the landlords and tenants, and finance various other scluunes which 
would, .in short, introduce a millennium for which the Maharaja has 
been so earnestly looking for the last two years. 1 could not imagine, 
Sir, before 1 lunird the Maharaja, that a cron* of rup(‘es could go so 
far. Nor that a loan (uice tak<‘n 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: May 1 ri.^e on a j>oint of i»ersoijal e.xplanation, Siri' I never 
meant that Rs. 1 crore was fpiite sufficient for all the sidiemes sugg(isted 
by me. I meant that Rs. J crore would be sufficient for any one of 
the schemes that I have mentioned. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER; Nm that a loan 

once taken could jilace us in funds for all time to come. 

My friend Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhary }ias^’'.?elt on the 
necessity of giving some fielp to the Presidency (k)llege for a sepaiate 
Muslim Hostel and also for a Hall, and for the im])rovenjent of the 
Baker Hostel,* for establishing B. Sc. Classes in the Ananda Mohan 
College, M.> meiisingh, for imiuovement of the Lytton Medical S(dior)l, 
and a tew other .schemes. He ha.s .said tliat these are^omitted from the 
budget ot this year. They were not omitted. But the fact is that they 
have not come to the Finance Department as yet. The ^schemes sug- 
gested b.> the Khan Sahib to my mind are siicb as deserve encourageraerit 
and r would ask him to advi.se Ihe authorities of the institutions to 
approach Government through the proper channel. 

Sir, I had the audacity to make a statement in this IJousi; deserihing 
the duties of this House. I temnd that fhougli itf was my honest inten- 
tion to place facts as I have understood theia, I have irritated iriany. 
I hope you will forgive me if 1 try to withdraw all those^remarks wliich 
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I have made in this connection and 1 also found, Sir, that it was 
impracticable, l)e<;ause the Maharaja Bahadur has made the first condi- 
tion that it 1 accept the sane counsel it must be a condition precedent 
tliat one of you should be a Minister. This condition, I am powerless 
to satisfy. Then, Sir, J described the membeis ot the Jjower House as 
peoples’ representatives. By that 1 do not mean tliat you are not 
peoples’ representatives. What was passing through my mind in a 
hurry was that there are members in this House wlio sought election from 
popular constituencies, but they did not get the confidence of the 
people there, and then through the I^awer House, the ])eoples’ repre- 
sentative House, they have come to this House. That was in my mind. 
In a hurry 1 said that the Lower House is the representative of the 
people. By that I did not mean any aspersion that you an* not the 
representative of the people. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra said that while I have intro- 
duced some taxation measure.s^on dogs, why I have omitted taxation on 
horse. That is exactly my defence, Sir. that you want to criticise the 
Budget witliout knowing anything. If Mr. Brojendra Mohan - Maitra 
had the time and inclination to read and go through the Red Book, on 
page 23 he will find that there is already a tax on horse racing, and 
we get 10 lakhs of rujices a year out of horse racing. 

Mr. RANAillT PAL CHOUDHURY: It is not a fresh taxation, it 
is an old one. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Don’t give inter- 
pretations. Wliat you have said is enough. 

My friend Mr. Kader Baksli has said that the fSO-rupees tax which 
1 propose to levy on oiTupation and (‘ailing will be hard to bear for 
those on whose shoulders it will fall. Sir. taxation is resented by 
everybody^^^, 3’hal is, true, but those who pay income-tax, those whose 
income is Rs. 2,000 per annum, I think they will be able to bear this. 
The only fact is that 1 have not been able to make it graduated. It 
is not that 1 intentionally did it. I was not allowed to dii^ it. I wanted 
a graduated tax, but ^ was forbidden to do it by the (Tovernment of 
India. 

Dr. RADMA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Why not follow the United 
Provinces model? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANumn omHKER: I am not a profes- 
sor of the Lucknow University to follow the United Provinces model. 
Let United Provinces take a lesson from me. 

With these few woreJs, Sir, I want to resume my seat. If I have 
omitted anything in reply, I hope the members will excuse me, because 
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it is not possible to give reply to every individual item which has been 
stated by the members. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDKURY: What about the Azad ? 

*Th6 Hon’ble Mr, NALINI RANJAN BARKER: About the ^Azad 
I made a statement in the Lower House. Maulana Akram Khan him- 
self said something about that. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: What is the statement? 

The Hon’ble Mr, NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 would beg the 

members of the Congress Party not to tease me on these matters, 
because if I begin to say things, it wall not be palatable to them. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: What about the Iiemier’s 
statement? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: We have provided 
Es. 30,000 for the “Azad’\ If it is in .the interests of this administra- 
tion, if it is nevessary to have an arrangcMiient with some j)ai)eJ we 
I must do it, and we are doing it o])enly. You have got every light to 
throw it out if you can. The Premier in his statement said that he 
would not give out of that one lakh of rupees any subsidy to any ])aper. 
You must hear him. l^ast year when we brought up the budget lor one 
lakh of rupees, both the Premier and myself said that the one lakh of 
rupees is not meant for subsidy to any paper. This year we have 
provided Es. ->(),()U0. If the JiCgislature gives us permission we shall 
utilize it; if it is not their intention to give subsidy to papers, we 
shall do so. But don’t say things in sueh a loud tone. There is no 
difference between payment in cash and payment in kind. You remem- 
ber that your leader accused us that we wanted bribe^'''^’ur papers. 
Our previous Government gave perhaps to the nationalist press without 
showing it in the budget. We are clearly showing in your presence 
that w^e are providing for some money. You can accept it, or you can 
throw it out if you like. 

Mr, NAREBH NATH MOOKERJEE: Y"ou are ruining that paper. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: If you try to ruin 
your papers by giving advertisements to them and by helping them 
by all other various methods, certainly we can help our paper openly 
with the permission of the Legislature. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Then*^Azad’ is a Govern- 
ment paper! 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House will now take up 
the 'Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 1938, as jmssed by the 
Assembly. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I be^ to 
move that the Ben^^al Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 1938, be 
taken into consideration. * 

< 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Tenancy (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1938, be taken into consideration. 

Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur: Sir, from the list 
of amendments I find that .;ny friend the Hon’ble Maharaja of 
San tosh is moving a motion for reference of this Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee. So, I yield to him. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh: Sir, T be^ to move the motion which stands against my 
name. It runs thus: — 

That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The llon’lde Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, Minister in charge 

of the Revenue I)ej)artment, 

(2) Sir Kdward Benthall, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, 

(5) Dr. Radha Kuniud Mookerji, 

(G) Ri^ Manhiatba Nath Bose Bahadur, 

(7) Rai Satis Chandra Mukherji Bahadur, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Ahdul Karim, 

(9) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(11) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzaniuddin Hosain, 

(12) Mr. E. C. Ormond, 

(13) Mr. llamidul Huq Cliowdhury, 

(14) Mr. Saileswar Singh Roy, 

(15) Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, and 

(IG) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within a fortnight from the 
date pf reference. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. May I draw your atiection that 
you have omitted to provide for the quorum whicli ^ou may do now)" 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: I would accept the quorum that has been named in 

the other motion. May I do wso with your permission? 

Mri PRESIDENT: You simply add that the number of members 

whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be live. 

• 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

Santosh: All right, Sir. It may appear that, the Hill being a very short 
one, it is unnecessary to refer it to a Select Committee. Hut I should 
like to say that a very important principle is involved in the clause under 
revieAv. When the Tenancy (First Amendment) Hill was on the anvil, 
almost every one of us of this House felt that we should do something 
for speedy realization of rent, but nothing could be done as we had to 
yield to a thoughiless opposition. If the percentage of damages 
prescribed in the existing clause of the- Act is lowered, it will certainly 
make matters worse. The inevitable result of such a stc]) would be to 
• increase the number of defaulters. It is more or less a iienal clause 
and it its stringency is relaxed the habitual defaulters will grow 
definitely w’orse. Hesides, a tenant should realize that it is not to his 
interest to allow the burden nt his dues to grow heavier. lie should 
know' that if it grow's excessively heavy, it w'ould be uliimatels im- 
possible for him to pay his debts and his economic life will be ruined. 
I think we should, therefore, try, if we can, to so amend the clause 
or so amplify it as w'ould train the tenants to habits of punctual ])ayment 
of their dues, so that tlieir credit may be rehabilitated. I am sure that 
rural credit cannot be restored or will be very difficulj to restf)re if tlie 
stringency of the law' in respect of defaulters is relaxed. the other 
hand, if it is found that the Act has a tendency to encourage ilefaulters, 
the land-holders w'ould apply more rigorous measures to realize their 
rent. The Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ Act and the projiosed Money- 
lenders Act have seriously affected the rural cVedit. I am sure that 
if the stringencj' of the clause under discussion is in»any way relaxed, 
then the result w'ould be that the rural credit will be practically 
destroyed and any economic development in the rural ‘ureas will be 
impossible. A Select Committee should be appointed to go into this 
matter, to carefully weigh in the balance the circumstances of the 
case and suggest a deterrent penalty to be impo.sed on habitual defaul- 
ters or tenants wlio wilfully neglect to pay their dues. Here is an 
opportunity to rectify the mistake which has been done by ‘^iisjiending 
the certificate procedure without providing aiy other means of .speedy 
recovery of legitimate dues. It is possible to so amend /or amplify the 
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clause under review as may provide a brake to check those who try to 
avoid payments of their legitimate dues and thereby not only affect 
the land-holders but also their own economic lives. 

I admit that the Bill is a verj’ short one, but it is imperative to put 
our heads together to evolve some such provision which will be suffi- 
ciently deterrent to induce the tenants to pay off their undisputed dues. 
Ijet us do something which will show that this Government is not 'willing 
to encourage the defaulters and that it is desired in the interests of 
the tenants as well as of the land-holders and also for various economic 
develoiunenis in the rural areas that ‘every man should realise and 
fulfil his obligations. If that is done, I tlwnk a lot of good will accure 
from it. With this end in view, I am suggesting that a Select Com- 
mittee shoul^l be appointed to bring about this beneficial change. 
There are unfortunately various suggestions to reduce the percentage of 
damages notwithstanding the fact that the clause does not give power 
to the Court to award both interest and damages. 

The proposed reduction in any case will only encourage the 
defaulters and will make it all the more difficult for the landlords to 
realise their rents. It will also make it increasingly difficult for the 
tenants to extiicate themselves fiom their debts. Let us therefore put 
our heads together and try to so amend this clause as to train them to ‘ 
habits of regular and punctual payment of their dues. With this end 
in view, I beg to move my motion and I hope that the House will 
accept it, more so, as it will touch only those who are habitual defaulteis 
or wilfully neglect to pay their dues. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’bffi Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, Minister in charge 

the Revenue Department, 

(2) Sir Edward Benthall, 

(!3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Raja Bhupendra Harayan Sinha Bahadur, 

(5) Dr. Radlla Kumud Mookerji, 

(6) Rai Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur, 

(7) Rai Satis Chandra Mukherji Bahadur, 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 

(9) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(11) Ehan Bahadur l^aiyed Muazzamuddin Hosaiii. 

(12) Mr. E. C. Ormond, 
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(13) Mr. ITamidiil Huq Cliowdhury, 

(14) Mr. Paileswar Singh Koy, 

(15) Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, and 

(IG) the mover. 

with insiiurtions to submit their report within a fortnight from date 
of reference; and that the number of members whose prestuiee shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be fiAe. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA bAS: Sir, I ri.se to oppose this motio'.i 
to refer the Bill to a Select rommittee oji a very simple point, 
namely, the question of the reduction of the rale of damage from 
25 per cent, to 12^ per cent. It would vtuy miudi look dilatory tactics, 
and that for nothing. After all. the matter will have to be decided 
by the whole Hou'^e. If only 13 or 14 gentlemen meet together and 
come to a certain decision that such and such a rate should be the 
damage for iKin-paynu'nt of lent, even tben tin* question will have 
to be referred to the wlude Hou^e. 1 suggest. Sir, that this House 
may be taken as sitting ns a Select Committee and the question may 
be discussed he]'(* on the floor of the House*, and decided now and for 
• all time to come. Therefore, Sir, we of the C’ongress party cannot be 
a party to this amendment. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, 
I also regret to differ from the Maharaja of Santosh on the simph* 
ground that the subjerd-matter und(‘rl\ing I Ik* Bill in (juestion is very 
simple. I am in full agreem(‘nt witli Mr. Lalit Cdiandra Das that this 
simple thing may be diseu.'*>>ed threadbare on the floor of this House, 
and it is quite unnecessary to eonimit Ihe Bill to a Select Committee to 
consider sneh a ^imple thing and to wa^te linn* ovar that. Another 
point which strikes me is lliis: Sir, we have alnmdy r(^iced the rate 
of interest due to default of jjaynu'iit of rent. So, to keep consistency 
with that part of the law. T tliink it is in the fitness of things that we 
should reduce the lale of damage aho. With tl^ese words 1 oppose the 
amendment of the Maharaja Bahadur. 

t 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: rrfr^ 

*t*tl**ttt, ’TTf^ ^1 

ynXRT twi Lower House fOTCVr*^ 

^ Cn3i Soloct <*TMT3t0 

otiRcof to point, >i^ii)^u< whole 

Houso ^ I 1*1^ ctM(- 5 'S«^T 

^ toRT ^ TO?T^ m Select 

Committoo ?[ SPOT fOTR, S[C5lf^ ^ CstCJF tor SR, 



402 


aOVEUNMENT BILL. 


[28Tn Feb., 

cutj ^ nrfSty dirri sof^ w^nTfiro ’crfy^i «ot 

^ 'c5P=^ 8(1^ CT? C8(C^ TO 8 iSTOT TO OTT^C^l Cougross 

Group <3 ® TO C5WITOC?F8 TO ^ iSira TO 1 ITJ^Tf’RCR 

8[;[JTO 0 18 'SiC'W CTO? to ?r, ^ ^ r'<c?uH i 

(iiTOR frocTO ^ ?[TO rncct^ c? c<'K ®n?*n^®r ^ptstt 

TO ^ ?ri* 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: I also oppose the proposal of the Maharaja 
Bahadur with all the emphasis I can coMimaiid — simply on this ground, 
that the Muliaraja is a visionar}^ so far as Ijis ideas are eoucerncd. The 
proposals are so very intricate and at Ine same time reactionary that one 
need not talk about them. The Maharaja Bahadur has said that it 
will have a very bad effect upon t]»e people. It will make them not to 
pay; it will encourage in them the habit of not paying their dues. 
There is absolutely no foundbviou (or this at all. If people have funds, 
they will pay. If you want«to realise forcible payments, they will not 
pay. He has absolutely forgotlm the atmosphere which is coilting to 
prevail everyday in (his countiy, and he should have been alive to these 
things. He has spoken of rural credit, which has indeed been shaken, 
but I can also say that urban credit has also been shaken much more. ^ 
Now, Sir, when the people in the urban areas take any loan or go on 
borrowing, they tend not to pay it back, not because they are not willing 
to pay, but because they have not got the means to pay. Such is the 

condition in tlie interior. If you want them to pay more than 12i per 

cent., they will not pay, because if you oppress them for this rent, then 
they will turn round and say that they will not pay, but would ask for 

a compromise, namely, I2i per cent., and in that case they will be 

prepared to pay if the position is explained to them. 

« 

Rai KESV.AB CI^ANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: May I ask your 
permission. Sir, to speak in Bengali? 

« 

Mr. PRE8IDENT^ No, that ^s not the language of the House; 
you must speak \n English. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: All right, Sir. 

I 

Sir, I am surprised to find that so much heat should have been 
generated over this simple question. The Maharaja Bahadur has only 
suggested the formation of a Select Committee to go fully into the 
question and to advii;e the Couneil. Sir, if I remember aright, on 

•An Authorised English translation of this Bengali speech will be found in the Appendix. 
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several occasions in the past non-official Bills were sent to Select Com- 
mittees at the instance of the Ministers in charge of ihe departments 
concerned, on the ground that the Select Comniittoo ought to have an 
opportunity of calmly going into the question and advising the Legis- 
lature. Sir, I am awaiting the reply of the Hon’ble Minister to this 
point. It was he who on one occasion suggested in reply to my motion 
for passing a Bill on the floor ot this House, — I mean the Municipal 
Amendment Bill, — for the amendment of a particular section, a vcr\ 
simple section relating to sanitation, that it should go to a Select 
Committee. That was about 4 or 5 years ago, and I think he has not 
forgotten that. I tliink, Sir, that this matter sliould go to a Select 
Committee. I am also surprised lo hear certain remarks imide by 
Mr. Kader Baksh that it does not pertain to a question of rural credit. 
Urban credit has also been alfecl<‘d, but wc are concerned ^\ith rural 
credit in dealing with this paiticular (jnestion. The Maharaja 
Bahadur has referred to rural credit. On/accoiint of the passing of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors’ Act, it is tjie poor i)eople — I mean the 
poor p^^asants — who have suffered more than anybody else. The time 
given foi the submission of the report of the Select CJommittee is only 
15 day>. T do not think any harm will be done to anybody or any 
party if tlie Bill is pa=:scd after 15 da\s or after 3 weeks, because by 
•the lime that the Select Committee presents its report towards the end 
of March, the Council will l)e in 'session, and so will be abl(‘ to consider 
the matter; that is why I think it should go to a Select Committee. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. President, Sir, I 
submit that this amendment is merely cons(‘(juential to what has been 
done by the last Bengal Tenancy {Amendment) Bill, now an Act. 
Before that the late ol interest payable by the tenants for arrears of 
rent was 12^ per cent, per annum. If you calculate the interest at 
that rate for 4 years’ arrears, it will come to about 2^^er cent, on 
the whole claim. So, while the rate of interest payable by the tenants 
was 124 per cent, per annum, mathematically the rate of damages for 
the landlords .ras fixed at 25 per cent. This was to simplify calcula- 
tion. The calculation of interest for each quartet is a very complicated 
affair. Now, as the rate payable by the tenants has, been reduced to 
(ji per cent., logically, the rate of damages should be reduced to 
124 per cent. This should have been done by the samft Bill. But 
this was not done. This was due to an accidental omission on the 
part of somebody. Amendments were actually proposed in this House 
as well as in another place to reduce the rate of damages to 124 per 
cent., to make it consistent with the reduced interest, but they were 
overruled and rightly overruled on the ground tl^at tliey were beyond 
the scope of the said Bill. This Bill has been introduced to supply 
that accidental omission, and is a logical consequence of what has been 
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done on the last occasion, and I think we should accept the amendment 
proposed by the Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; After hearing the Maharaja 

of Santosh, Sir, 1 want it to be recorded that 1 am against all principles 
of damage. I am against it because ilie Maliaraja of Santosh has 
argued that in order to induce the tenants to puN their rents in time, 
damage or interest should be imposed upon them in case of default. 
My submission is that the modern principle that is followed in business 
houses, namely, the rebate system, should be introduced, so that the 
tenants who pay in time should get reduction of a portion of their rent, 
and those who do not pay in time will pa^^ the full rate. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is my 
misfortune that 1 find myself in opposition to the Maharaja of Santosh 
over every amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. But I am getting 
myself reconciled to the sitifti'jion and T submit to the inevitable. 

As Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad ha^ pointed out, tin* amend- 
ment is merely a consequential one; it was an accidental omission in 
the Bengal Tenancy [Amendment] Bill which was passed by this House 
last year. Si'ction 07 of the Act was amended, and section OS ^houbl 
also have been amended along with it, but through an oversight thi^ 
section was not included in the amending Bill. The Maharaja Bahadui 
has said that his amendment will imi)r()ve rural credit, whereas the 
amendment, if accepted, will take awa> the last weapon ot speed \ 
realisation of rent. I have goi every sympathy with the Maharaja 
regards speedy realisation of rent. I do not for a moment doubt that 
the landlords do require some means Ar realisation of rent and such a 
measure will be in the interest of the landlords, tenants and Government, 
all alike. But if that is the objective, 1 think it should be done in a 
straightforward way by introducing a separate amending Bill incor- 
porating cert?^n provisions which will bring about that desired result 
and not by keeping the rate of damage at 25 per cent. The rate of 
damage has been proposed to be reduced to 12i per cent, to make it 
consistent with the rate of interest which has been brought down from 
12^ per cent, to GJ pei cent, in the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act. 

Sir, it has alra been argued that the amendment suggested in this 
Bill is not likely to help the improvement of the economic condition of 
the tenantry. That is an argument which I fail to understand. This 
Bill is a very simple one. It does not involve any change in principle. 
The change in principle was accepted by this House in connection with 
the amendment of section GT. So the House already stands commitled 
to the change in principle. In the Amending Bill, now before ibe 
House, I simply propose a change in the rate of damage in consonance 
with that principle to vdiicli the House is already committed. With 
these words, I oppose the amendment of the Maharaja Sahib. 
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Mft PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’hle Sir Hijoy Prasad Singh Ro^ . Minister in charge 
ol the Revenue Department, 

*(2) Sir Edward Beiiihall, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(4) Raja Rhupendra Naraxan Sinha Bahadur, 

(5) Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji, 

(b) Rai Manmallia Aath liosc Bahadui, 

(7) Rai Satis Chandra AJukluuji Bahadui-, 

{(S) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Ivariin, 

(!1) Mr. Humaxun Kabir. 

(lb) Khan Bahadur Ataui Hahman. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Salxtal Muazzaniuddin llo^ain, 

(CJ)*Mr. E. (\ Oj-inoiid, 

(Id) Mr. Hamidiil HiUj Choxsdliurx. 

(14) Mr. Sailesvvar Singh Ro.\ , 

(lo) Rai Keshab (Miaiidra Bancrjcc Bahadur, and 
(Ki) the mover, 

with instructions to submit tli(‘ir rcporl within a loilnighl from th(‘ 
date of reference, and that the nunihoi (d mem hers whose presence 
shall be necessarx to constitute a (pioium shall he five. 

The motion was lost.) 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjoiirnpd till p.m. 
on Monday, the Oth of March. 

Adjournment. 

The C’ouncil then adjourned till 2-17) p.m., on ^Monday, the bth 
March, 1939. 
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Members absent. 

Tlxe tolJowing members were absent from the meeting held on the 
28th February, 1989:— 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(2) Khan Bahadur S. Fazal Ellahi. 

(8) Alhadj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(4) Mr. II. W. N. Ferguson. 

(b) Kliaii Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain. 

((>) Mr. Mohammad Hossain. 

(7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sliaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(8) Mr. T. Lamb. 

(9) Mr. H. r. Poddar, ^ 

(lOj Itai Sahib Jatindra, Mohan Son. 

(11) Khan Baliadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 

(12) Mr. D. H. Wilmer. 


a G. Pr«i»-1038*39-l323lA-760. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


The Council met in the licyislative (Tiamher (it the Lej^islative 
Buil<iino’, ('alcutta, on Monday, the ()th March, at 2-15 ]>.m., 

bein^ tlie thirteentli day of the First Session, pursuant to 
section (12 (2) (a) of tlie Government of India Aet, 1955. 


Mr. Jb(‘sident (the HonT)h‘ Mr. S\tyk\i)|{\ (Tiwduv Mitilv^ was 
in the (^liair. 


Motion to adjourn the meeting of the Council. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJIS Sir, hefort' tlu‘ House 

coinmene(‘s it.s husimws to-day. ma\ 1 U)Ui kind pmuiission to 

move the lollowiii”' moiion \\hi(*h f shall rej’ l with \oni p<‘rmis.sion ; — 

Tha* this H ouse do stand adj(»urn(‘d to-da\ in consiih'rat ion oi tin* 
<i'iave situation ereatcnl in tin' (•ountr\ by li'ason of Mahatma 
Gandhi lesoi'tiiif^ to tlu* oxticone t(n'm of protest against tiu' 
conduct of tiu' aiitliorities of the Rajkot State. 

It I ha\(‘ \oui perm ission to moNe the motion, iIkmi 1 ma\ makt* m\ 
statement in sn])p(iii of the same. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ordco-, order. It is undoui>t(‘d]y true (hat a 
very ”ia\e situation has ari.scii due to the vow taken 1>\ Mahatma 
Gandhi ol tasting- unto deatli, hut it will he loi tin* llmise to (h‘ci(h‘ if 
it should adjourn on that account. The (T air will Ik* wdllirifr to follow 
the decision ut ilie House in this matter. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Ma> 1, Sii, < xiilain why 1 
hrino- lorward the motion:" I tlnnk, Sir, that, the \(‘r\ unlortunate 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: t )n * a point ol firder, 
Sir 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Ordei, oi-dej’. I shall not t.aki* any vote*, but 
I shall coiLSult the wishes of the House. If there is ^••eneral as.s(‘nt in 
favour of adjourning the House, it wdll be done; hut if there is 
objection, no adjournment will he possible. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: We liave objection to the moving; 
^f the motion, Sir. 
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Or. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; May I havi; a hearing, Sir? 

(Cries of “No, no.’’) 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My proposal amounts to this, 
Sir, that out of consideration 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You have given your 
decision already, Sir, and therefore the hon’hle member cannot speak 
on it any further. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As I have already declared, if there is general 
assent, eeiiainly the House will he adjourned, hui if there is objection, 
as it is now being made by the Ministerialist Party 

Dr RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May I have an opportunity of 
making out a case before t am condemned unheard? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, he wants to 
deliver a s]>eech for the Press. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; I appeal to the Leader of the 
Uouse to giv(‘ im‘ a hearing on this very iin])ortant matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your opinion, Klian Pahadur M. AImIuI 
Karim, with regaid to this matter? 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, hon'hle memlu'rs on this 
side of the House do not agrei* to the motion plac(‘d ])y my friend. 
Dr. Kadha Kumud Mookerji. We do not consider that tlie motion is 
necessary and ’ -e are not in favour ol adjournment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: As there has biMUi obj(‘etion from the Leader of 
the (kndition Party, the House cannot Ih‘ adjourned, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quest ions and Answers will now be iaken np. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Committees for the improvement of madrassah and primary education. 

67. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf of Mr. Kamini 
Kumar Dutta): (</) Will Ihe Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department be pleasetl to state whether in respect of the 
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following Comniitiees appointed hy the G.)vernnient, any provision has 
been made for getting interim reports as to the progress of the work 
done by them — 

('/■) the Committee appointed to investigate into the problem of 
improving Madrassah Education in the province and to make 
recommendations in the matter; and 
(?/) the Committee appointed to investigate into the problem of 
improving primary and adult education in tlie province and 
to make recommendations in tlie matter? 

(h) Has any interim repo’it been mad(‘ by an\ of the said Committees? 

(c) Do the Government intend to give pnbli(‘ity to such interim 
reports, if any, received by them? 

(d) Have any steps been taken by tlie (lovernnn'nt to keep them- 
selves and the public inforim'd of the pro^Tcss aipl the nature of work 
done by these Committees? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (o) No. 

(h) and (c) Tlie questions do not arise. 

• (d) Meetings have been held and questionnaires liave been drawn 

up and issued. 


Change of text-books in schools. 

68. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: {n) Is the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware of the fact that 
different books on subjects like Geography, History and Matlieinatice 
are selected for the boys of high schools from class VII to class X 
involving great jiecuniary loss to th-e guardi.ins? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative do Gic Government 
propose to take suitable steps for introducing the sameTmoks on those 
subjects from class VII to class X to remove their hardships mentioned 
in part (a) ab9ve? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ? (ti) Text-books in 
Mathematics are the same for classes VTl to X. So fir as History and 
Geography are concerned, two sets of text-books, viz., om' set for 
classes VII and VIII and the other for classes IX and X, are used in 
high schools. • 

(h) It is not considered desirable to change the present system of 
preparing text-books on History and Geography as the standard, 
language and method of treatment of the subject-matter vary according 
to the age of the children for whom these bc/oks are wTitten. If 
the books written for the Matriculation Examiiftition are introduced into 
classes *VII and VIII the pupils will be under a great hgindicap. 
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, QUESTTOKS AXl) ANSWEBS. 

Municipality at Beldanga. 

uu. i^nan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN (on behalf of Rai 
Surendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur); (//) Is the Hoiriile Minister in 
ehurge of fh<* Local Sclf-(fovei nnnoit T)epari nnoil M\vai(‘ tluit })eo])l(* of 
Beldanjjja in the distric.t of Murshidabad arc* moving’ for c'slahlishiii”- 
a Municipality at B(ddan*?a in place of the Union Board? 

(h) Is it a fact that tlic* fTOvernnient and the ibiblic Health Depart- 
ment have received ropresentations from that locality? 

(c) Tf so, vvliat action has the (joverninent taken in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (c/) Yes. 

(h) and (c) No representation has hec^n made to (Joverninent or to 
the Public Health J)epartmeni, hut it has been ascertained that a repre- 
sentation has been siibmitted*io the Divisional (’ommissioner. 

Prohibition in the Noakhali district. 

*70. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
char^'c of the Forest and Excise* J)(*partm(‘nf be* ])l(‘ased to state — 

(a) \vh(*th(*r tin* (*\perimcntal measure* of [)n)hibition ciontined to 
ale'oholie* beveraaes, started in the* elistried. of Noakhali from 
Apiil, HbbS, has beH‘n siu*ce*ssf ul ; if not, why not; 

(If) vvhetln*r tin* (Jovernme*nt will j)lcas(* make* an enepiiry how far 
the* e*A])e*rime*nt in jerohibition in the rongTess Provinces of 
Madras, the* (\*ntral l^ro\inces and other ])lae‘es has been 
succe*ssful ; 

(r) the percCiitagvs of pe*e)pie in Bengal who have taken to drinking; 
wiiiT and to plae*e statistics on tin* subje'ct, if available; and 

{(I) whether the (loxernment j)rope)se* to (‘iiforce* total prohibition 
in Bengal e*xce*pt in cases where* wine is used for medicinal 
purjioses and in case of Europeans who take wine as their 
usual drink? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): id) Tin* results are 
being examined. 

(If) \u ein]uir\ will be made. 

(c) Statistics are not available. 

(d) (fovernment are giving their best thought to the ciuestiou. 

•This question was not put when the name of the hon ble member v\as called out 
by the Hon’ble thfe: President. 
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Assistant Surgeon in the King Edward Hospital of Midnapore. 


71. Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hcyi’ble Miiiisior in cliai^c* of ilin Ibihlic Health and Medical Depart- 
ment be pleaded tn stati' wb\ an Assistant Surjivon Is not jmsted to the 
(Sada]\) Kino- Edwaid Hospital in Midnapore for some years past? 

(h) Will the llon’ble Minister be ])leased to post an Assistant 
Surgeon at t]n‘ Sadar Hosj)ital at Midna])on‘ at an early date? If not, 
why not ? 

> 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {a) The Assistant 
Sur^?-eon posted at the Kin^* Edward Hospital. Midnapore, was replaced 
by a Snb-Assistant Snr^»‘eon on tin' r(‘j>i(‘st‘jitat ion of tin' Commissioners 
of the Mmiici])alit> as they \\er(‘ nnabh*. o\\in^‘ to tinancial stringency, 
to mal>^‘ the usual eontiibutioF), which is h‘\ kmI at <*on<*essional rat(‘s, lor 
the s(M-vic(‘s of an Assistant Su?‘^von. 

(/;) 31iis is not ])ossible unless tlie Municipality un(h*rtalv(‘s to pay 
^the pr(‘scribed contribution. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: Will the Honble 

Minister be pl(*as(‘d to state what is the amount winch is n(‘c(‘ssary to 
contributt* foi' the services of an Assistant Surgeon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am sorry I cannot 
reply just now wliat the exact ti^^ure is: I ask for notice. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: WiiJ.^the Hon ble 

Minister also be j)leased to stato when was it that this rej>res(‘ntiitio]i 
was made by tin* ( V)mmissioners foi the seiviees fd an Assistant 
Surgeon ? ' 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Several* years ago, as far 
as I can remember. 


Daily copying work of Moharrir. 

72. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR (on behalf of Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakrabarti) : (a) Will the Hon’ble ^linister in clmige of the Education 
Department be j)leased to .state whether he Is aware tliat a circular 
letter No. 11306-32, dated the 5th Aiagust, 1938, wa§» issued by the 
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Inspt'ctar-General of Registration, Bengal, to all the districts of Bengal^ 
ordering therein that the daily copying work of each moharrir should 
not fall short of 12 pages and comparing work short of 24 pages, as 
provided under paragraph 209 (c) of the Bengal Registration Manual? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister kindly state whether the pro- 
cedure is being followed by all the district offices and also by th^ rural 
offices under the same? 

(c) Is it a fact that the above procedure for the performance of the 
minimum amount of copying work and that of comparing work by each 
violtnrnr is h.'|rdly followed in the rural ofSces under the 24-Parganiis 
and oiher district sub-offices? 

{(1) Tf ihe answer to clauses (a) lo (c) be in the affirmative, will 
Ihe Hon’bh^ Minister be pleased to state why and under what circum- 
stances Ihe above circular is.pot being specially followed in the rural 
offices by Ihe IKslrict Siih-Begistrar of 24-rarganas and other districts? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) Yes. 

(h) to (d) Sometimes \i hapjiens ihai the minimum standard is not 
reached owing 1o the fact that the moharrirs concerned have been • 
employed on work other lhan co]>ving or comparing work. 


Compulsory military training. 

73. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the ITon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Educaiion Departinent be pleased to slate if he is aware oi the 
fact that there is a great demand in the province for the early intro- 
duction of compub’ory military training in the higher classes of schools 
and iniermedh^* colleges and eompnlsory physical training in all 
classes ? 

(I>) Has the (Tovernnient ])repared any scheme for th'^ same? 

(c) If not, does the'tTOvernmeni contemplate or propose to prepare 
any scheme for tho same? 

(d) What steps lias the Government taken upto this time to intro- 
duce compulsory physical training in all classes of schools? 

(c) How much does the Government annually si>end on physical 
education in Bengal ? 

(/) Is the Government considering to appoint a committee to draw 
up a syllabus of physical culture suitable with necessary variation for 
urban and rural schcwls ilnder a scheme of compulsory physical^ train- 
ing and to advise Government as, to how the proposed scheme of physical 
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training can be fitter! into the school routine and to suggest methods 
of inii)arting it without placing any considerable extra financial burden 
on State funds or the funds of private institutions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ui) Yes. 

(h) (jovernment have considered a scheme tor the introduction of 
cadet training in high schools, but have decided that cadet training is 
not at inesent desirable. Hefore introducing military training on the 
cadet s>stem, it is necessary to jntrodiu'e a thorough .system of physical 
education to build up li«‘alth, physi(|m‘, and plusical vigour. 

(r) Not at present. 

(d) (^omplsory physical training was introduced ten years ago in all 

rTOvernment and aided schools. The University has not yet made the 
subject compulsory in recognised private schools, but is considering the 
matter. •• 

(e) The sum allotted for Youth Welfare work along the lines of 
physical education during the current year is Rs. 13,51), 000. 

(/) The present svllabus of ])hysical Iraining, which has been evolved 
by the Education Department during the last ten years is considered 
• fully satislactory. Tt can be introduced in any school without adding 
considerable financial burdens. 


Office of the Inspector-General of Registration. 

74. Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR (on behalf of Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakraverti) : Will the TTon’ble Minister in charge of the Education 
Department be pleased to lay on the tabl(‘ a staUumuit showijig the 
name of each clerk serving at present in th<* office of the Inspector- 
General of Registration, Bengal, with their — * 

(a) dates of appointment; 

(b) qualifications; 

(c) present address and home address; 

(d) the age and initial pay at the time when^ they joined the 

Registration Department ; 

(e) present age and salary and 

(/) whether any extension service has been granted to any of 
them, and if so, on what grounds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ; A statement is placed on 
the table giving the required information except the information as 
regards the present addresses referred to in (t*), as such information is 
not a matter of public concern. 



Statement referred to in the reply to clauses {a), (b) and (d) to (/) of question So. showing the names of clerks serving at 

present in the office of the Inspector -General of Registration. 
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Primary education cess. 

75. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR (on behalf of Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das), (a) Will the Hon’ble Minisier in charge of the Education Depart- 
ment be pleased io slate whelher wiili reference 1o the Dengal Primary 
Edm^ation Act, the ITon’Ide Minister, vvliile an ordinary member of 
the Bengal Council, delivered a strong and uncompromising s])eech 
against the imposition of education cess in Bengali 

(h) In how many districts has the odueation cess been imposed and 
is being realised^ Wliat are those districts^ What are the districts 
in Bengal where the imposition of that tax has been suspended? 

(c) Is the education c(‘ss at first wholly ])a\able by the landlords and 
subsecjuently recoverable from the tenants? If so, in what proportion 
is the tax ])ayabb‘ by the landlords and tenants? 

(d) Is it a fact that due to*fioods and low j)ric.e of jute, the condition 
of the tenants has considerably worscuied throughout the province? 

(e) Is it a fa(‘t that owing to tin' o])(‘ration of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act, IfKhS, and the Agricultural Debtors Act, the condi- 
tion of the ca])italists imduding the landed gentri(‘s has been disastrously 
atfected resulting in many cases in their inability to pay rents and • 
revenues? 

(/) Can tlie education c.ess be added u]) with the land revenue or 
rent and for total demand thus raised, can a ])roperty be sold under the 
Sunset Law or the Putni Itegiilation ? If not, will (lovernment stop 
such practices? 

{(j) Do the Government propose to suspend the operation of the 
education tax till it is possible for Government to evolve a scheme of 
free and com])ulsory primary education which can be financed without 
the levy of the education cess? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (^/) The hon’ble member is 
referred to the rtdevant proce(fdings of the then Council. •!! is a matter 
of opinion whether or n«t the speech was “strong and uncompromising’\ 

{h) The education cess has l>een imposed in the districts of Mymen- 
singh, Dacca, Tippera, Pabna, Faridpur, Dinajpur, Rangpur, Bogra, 
Murshidabad, ‘Noakhali, Nadia and Chittagong. It is being realised in 
the first three districts while in others collection has been suspended 
until further orders. 

(c) The cess is payable by the landlords and is recovered by them 
from the tenants. But landlords are given an opportunity to collect 
the cess from their tenants before they have to pay it to Government, 
This is secured by execiKive order. When the cess is first imposed 
tenants have tq pay it to landlords from the beginning of the year 
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but laudlords pay to Government from the second quarter of the year. 
The proportion of cess payable respectively by landlords and tenants is 
laid down in section -10 of the Primary Education Act. • 

(d) In parts of Bengal, the tenants suffered from flood in the last 
rains. 

• The price of jute is high at ju'esent and is rising. 

(e) It can hardly be said that the condition of (‘apilalists including 
the landed gentry has been disastrously afl'ecU*d by tin* Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act of 

Owing to tin* operation of the Agricultural Debtors Act ttmants have 
be(‘n able to post])one payment of arrears of rent. 

It is true that partly owing to the operation of the Agricultural 
Debtors Act and largely owing to other causes landlords find it difficult 
to collect their dues and so to pay their revenue and rents. 

(/) In the case of an estate*, the land revenue only is imduded in the 
sale notice. (Vsses can be recov(*red out of tlie j)urchas(‘ money under 
s(*ction -11 of Act Xr. Tb(* estate cannot be sold for cess arrears. 

In tenures in Governnitmt (‘states, cess is ivcoverable as arrears of 
land revenue. .Note (J on pag(‘ 11 of tin* Sab' liUw Manual may b(‘ 
referred to in this conn(*ction. 

xVs ivgaids put in tenures Note 11 (2) 'h) on page H)1 of Sale Law 
Manual may be r(‘ferr(‘(l to. (b‘ss is recoverable as nmt. 

(//) No. To take such a st(‘]) would simply b(‘ a waste of time. J 
have thought v(‘r,\ anxiously over tli<‘ matter and I find that no other 
scheiiK' is citliei' pradicable or feasibh‘. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; With reference 
to answer (h), will the Hon'ble Minister bt* pleased to state why the 
realisation ot the <*ess has been susi)ended in th(‘ other districts ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tiny ^ re suspended on 
ac(‘ount of rej)resentations having been made due to conditions prijvail- 
ing in conse(iuenc(‘ of tlu* flood. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Is it a fact that 
a largely-signed representation was submitted to tlje Goveinment from 
Dacca requesting suspension of realisation of the cess until the situa- 
tion improved? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. fAzlUL HUQ: A re])reseTitation was 
made to that effect, but counter-repre.sen tat ions were also made that 
the cess should be imposed, and Government thought that the volume 
of opinion in favour of imposition was considerably greater than that 
against its imposition. 
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Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Is it not a fact 

that Dacca has suffered fioiri the effects of tlie floods as much as the 
othef districts in Eastern IJenffal!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Goveiinn(‘iit holievt^ that 
<}h^ peoj)l(‘ of ])acf*a want the cess to 1)0 iin]>osod. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Will the 
iJon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether an eiujuirv was made 
a^ to whethei' the conditions prevailing' in the district of Dacca are 
tile same as thos(‘ jirevailing in the other districts on account of the 
floods? 

« 

Tha Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Peo|)lc who were iilfected 
themselves d(‘cided to jiay and aftei' tins d(‘(‘ision (io\ (Mnnuint had no 
leason to hesitate to inipos(‘ the C(‘ss. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA'fiANERJEE BAHADUR; Is it a tact 

that only a certain jiortion o*l' the district of ^1 vinonsinoli has been 
e.\ein])ted fi'oin the operation of this cess, I mean from the realisa- 
tion of the cess? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A j)ortion of ^iMnensingh 

was exempted, but tin* cess will also be im])osed iheie now 

Overbridge at the Kumarkhali railway station. 

76. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Miuist(‘r in charge of the (V)mniunications and Work‘' Dejiariment be 
pleased to state — 

{(i) wdiether there is a long-felt (hunand of the people of the hx^ality 
for a foot overbridge at the Kumarkhali railwax station on 
the IJjjstern* Dengal Railway; 

(b) whether the Traffic Manager, Eastern Bengal Railway, was 
approached through the District Magistrate, Nadia, by a 
lai’g(*ly — sigiunl memorial so far back as the llth January, 
H)dh, for the*])rovision of such an overbridge; 

(r) whether tln^' necessity and imijortance of such an overbridge in 
(juestion was fully admitted by tin* Traffic Manager and 
noteS by him in the jirogramme of w’orks for the year; 

{(J) the reason or reasons why the* construction thereof is being 
delayed year after year and 

(r) wdiether the Hon'ble Minister proposes to take the matter up 
now with the Railway administration for removing the said 
w’ant at an early date? 



1939.] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS. 


419 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS* AND WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra NandVi of Cossini* 

bazar): {<I) TliP Kiiilwiiv ;niniorilii‘s have ^e(•ei^el^ ie|>reseiitatti>us 
from the public for the coiisliuction of a fool o\e)bri(l>!e at Kiiiiiarkliaii 
station. 

j1Z>) Yes. 

(c) No. TIjo work was entered in Ihe iiroonmime oi works nierel}^ 
for consideration in accordance wiili (lie nsua] procedure. 

(d) It has been de(*ided by tlie Itailway anlboritit's ilial llie ex]>eii- 
ditiire involved could not be justified in view of the tact that the situa- 
tion could b(‘ met by arrano*inf>- that o(„h1.s trains should not be allowed 
to stand blocking the level-crossing at the lime of arrival of passenger 
trains. Orders have been issued to the station authorities accordingly. 

(c) No. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Is the Oovemnienl of 
o])inion» that there is no danger to Ihe ])ublic over there without the 
const juction oi tln^ overh(‘ad liridgt*? 

^ The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar : 

Sir, it is a inaltcr enlii(‘l\ loi the Kail\\a\ Autlioiilics to (](‘cidf‘. 


Metallic road from Chomda. 

77. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in cliarge of the (communications and Wm^ks Hepartment be 
jdeased to state — 

(a) whether he has received a memorial frojn the iieojilc of (iobar- 
danga, Kbantiira and other villages praying~»o the (Tovern- 
ment for metalling the load from Chomda, near Habra 
tliana, in Baraset subdivision in 24-J’arganas, brancdiing 
from the rfessore Hoad and extending over the river Jumna 
(by a liridge to lu* constructed over the river) through 
(lobardanga, Khaniura, Kalanchi over rn^er Icchhamuty, 
Chanduria, Kayeba-Chandanpore to Kalaroya in district 
Khulna; and 

(h) if so, whether it is a fact\hat this road will shorten the distance 
to Khulna from Calcutta and will also provide an important 
feeder road to the (iobardanga railway station (Eastern 
Bengal Bailway), and will also alford the various facilities 
and reliefs as stated in the memorial by the memorialists? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) Ye?. 

(h) Until a survey is made and a scheme worked out in detail, I am 
not prepared to say whether such a road would afford the various 
advantages claimed for it hy the petitioners. 

At present Government are not considering the construction of such 
a road. 


The Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. 

78. Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur (on behalf 
of Rai Surendra Narayan Sinha Bahadi^r): (^/) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the (Jo-operative (’redit and Kural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to inform the House how many cases have been 
disposed of uiider the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act? 

(b) What is (he total amount of the claims involved in the cases 
disjKJsed of? 

(c) What is the amount^ at which the claims have been settled? 

(d) How much of (he settled claims has already been paid? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukundd 
Behary Mullick): (a) 90,648 up to 8()lh June, 1988. 

(b) Its. 1,90,27,885 up to 80(h June, 1938. 

(c) Es. 85,22,089 up to 30th June, 1938. 

(d) 1 have no information: Debtors are (o make payments direct to 
creditors. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Is it a fact 
that the debtor^ have failed to make i)aymejit in a large majority of 
cases ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I have 
no information so far as this question is concerned. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Is is a fact 
that the unsatisfactory results accruing from the operation of the 
Debtors’ Act were brought to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister during 
his tours ? ‘ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, the 
hon’ble member has assumed too much, and I am sorry I cannot agree 
with him in this assumption of his. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister kindly say in lu)\v many euBes creditors have applied 
for execution of decrees Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: There is 
no. question of execution of decree under the Debtors' Act. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That is 

for realization of the settled amount by certiticate })rocedure; in how 
many cases creditors have applied.^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice. 


All^ations against the Registry office. 

79. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR (on behalf of Mr. 8hrish Chandra 
Chakraverti) : {a) Is it a fact that a letj^er was addressed on the 3rd 
January, 1939, to the IJon’ble Minister in charge of the Education 
Department, containing serious allegations against the Calcutta 
Registry office, Sub-Registry offices, Head (Uerks of Calcutta, 24- 
Pargauas, Midnapore, Ihuikura and dessore, from the l*resident of the 
All-Bengal Registration Employees’ Association^ 

{h) If the rej)ly to {a) he in the affirmative, will the lion’ble 
Minister enlighten the noiise about the allegations contained in the 
said letter and will he be pleased to state vvliat action was taken or is 
intended to be taken in the matter^ II not, why not ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In a letter, dated the 3rd 
January, 1939, the President of the All-Bengal Registration Eiri])loyee8’ 
Association complained about a circular issued by the Registrar of 
Assurances, Calcutta. The Inspector-General of Registiation was asked 
to enquire into the complaint. It w^as found that the ciroYilar in 
question had been issued by the Registrar in er.or and under a mis- 
apprehension. This was pointed out lo the Registrar by the In8j)ector- 
General of Registration. The action taken by the Inspector-General 
of Registration was considered sufficient by Government and Govern- 
ment do not consider it necessary to take any’ further action in the 
matter. 


Salary of the New Ministers. 

80. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR,PUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

ifii) what is the amount of salary drawn by the Hon’bJe 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed and the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin 
• Khan respectively, in the months of December and January; 
and 


2 
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(6) what were the travelling ami daily allowances drawn by them 
f during their various tours ? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr> Nalini Ranjan Barker): (a) Rs. 2,(M)0 per month each. 

(h) A statement is laid on the talde. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of question No, SOj showing the 
amounts of travelling allowance and daily allowance draim by the Hon'ble 
Mr, Shamsuddin Ahmed and the Handle Mr, Tamizuddin Khan, 


The Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed. 



Description of tour. 

Railway fare. 

Mileage 

allowance. 

Daily 

allowance. 




Rs. 

Rs. 

1. 

Delhi 

Travelled on 
requisition. 

10 actual 
expenses. 

180 



so 

p 



2. 

Dacca 

107 2 


90 

3. 

Bogra 

75 4 


45 

4. 

Sirajganj 

Travelled on 
requisition. 

7 actual 
expenses. 

60 

6. 

Pabna . 

•• 

72 

15 

6. 

Kiishtia 

•• 

28 

15 


The Hon’blb Mb, Tamizuddin Khan. 



Descriptlnii of tour. 

Railway fare. 

Mileage 

allowance. 

Daily 

allowance. 



Rs. a. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1. 

Bogra 

75 4 


45 

2. 

Madras 

364 2 

11 

no 

3. 

Fstfidpun 

61 4 

18 

60 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 

Will ‘the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 


to state what is the salary drawn by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
for the month of February, 1939? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER ; Is it covered by 

the question, SirP * 
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Mfi PRESIDENT! Here it is "iven for December and January 
and you (Mr. Humayun Kabir^ want to know for F^^bruary. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR* Because Ihe answers to the question 
have been given in Marcli. U tliey liad been given in February, we 
mi4>:ht have given fresh notice, and I submit we can tlierefoic ask what 
is the amcunt of salary drawn for the montli of February? 

Mr, PRESIDENT* Hon ble Minister may ask for noti(‘e. It is 
a proper supplementary question. He can re]dy it he likes, or ask for 
notice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Hs 2,000. But 
Sir, I feel that it is very difH(‘ult to give a rejdy In a quoslion like this. 
If a question is asked about what has hajipened in ISOO, though it 
is asked in 1039, we cannot say what was lh(‘ condition in ISOO. He 
asked for Der'cinbei and January. It ttTe hon’ble imunber wants for 
February he ought to put a separate quest u)n for eliciting information. 


Srijut Birendra Nath Pal. 

81. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR (on behalf of Mr, Lalit Chandra 
Das), (d) Will the H(urble Minister in charge of the flome Depart- 
ment he pleased to state whether Srijut Birendra Nath Pal, son of 
Srijut Kinkar (3iandia Pal, of 1, Radhanath Bos(‘s laim*, Calcutta, 
externed undei* the Smuggling of Arms Act of 1934, was p?os(‘euted 
in court for smuggling of aims? If so, wliat was I In* result of that 
case ? 

(h) Was he acquitted in the case? If so, was executive order of 
externment passed on him on the same charge against the decision of 
the trying court? 

(c) Is it a fact that the father of the said externee repeatedly peti- 
tioned the Government to remove the ban of externment on said Biren 
Babu to enable^him to ijfiarry and to have the resjjonsibility of maintain- 
ing his wife? 

(d) Is it a fact that the father of the said externeh offered to stand 
surety and also to give more sureties for the externee t^o keep peace 
and be of good behaviour or to give such other undertaking as Govern- 
ment may think fit and proper in* case Government would withdraw the 
ban on him? 

(e) Is it also a fact that in addition to irafiosing the responsibilities 
of a married life, the said Birendra Babu’s father also undertook to put 
him in full-time work in his limber business af 2-)8 'ir), T'^^pper T^rcular 
Road?^ 
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(/) If the answer to part (a) of the question be in the affirmative, 
do Government propose to remove the ban on him and restore him to 
his aged parents? If not, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state 
the grounds for such refusal? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon^ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) No. 

(h) Hoes not arise. 

(c) Six petitions were received, of which d were for temporary 
suspension of tJie order of externment and 3 for revocation of the order. 

(d) and (e) Yes. 

(/) Order of externment has been suspended for a period of one year 
on the 8th February, 1939. The question of revocation of the order 
will be considered in due course. 


Small Tilas of Chittagong. 

82. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Has the attention of the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the lie venue I)e 2 >artnient been drawn 1o the 
great hardship caused to the people by the Hevisional Setllemenf' 
decisions at Chittagong of ‘‘Small Tilas^' without any forest j^rodiice 
within the cultivated area and in the jotcif of the people? 

(b) Ho the Government propose to jevise those decisions for giving- 
relief to the tenants of Chittagong? If not, why not? 

(c) Is it a fact that the report of the Hevisional Settlement of 
Chittagong has not been published and is it a fact that eight years 
have passed since the settlement was eom])leted ? 

(d) If so, wh|it is the cause of this delay and when are the Govern- 
ment going to publish the above-mentioned report? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Pr< 3 saci Singh Roy): (a) (1) These '^Tilas'' were 

not assessed as if they were cultivated lands. 

# 

{ii) As the tenants have taken settlement of these areas along with 
cultivated and other lands, their exclusion from the iesi>ective tenancies 
is not permissible. 

{b) Hoes not arise. 

{c) and {d) The Report has recentl\ been published, the delay in 
its publication being due to the transfer of the Settlement Officer 
before the Report cnould be written and his pre-occuiiatipn in other 
w'orks before he could w>ite it. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: \Viili 
reference to answer («), is the Hon’hle Minister aTuire that the rates 
for these tilas were very nominal, if any, at all hr lore the last revisional 
settlement? 

t 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the hon'ble 
member is supplying the information and not asking for information. 


Ranchi Euroilean Mental Hospital. 

• 

83. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Ilealth and Medical pepartment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government of Bengal 
contribute for the maintenance of the Ranchi European Mental 
Hospital; and. if so, will the Ilon’ble ^finisier be pleased to state 
the amount that the Government of Bengcl pay annually for the same? 

(/^)*Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state whether 
the Government of Bengal ])ay the said. contribution to the Government 
of India or to the Government of Bihar? 

• (c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 

Government of Bengal have any hand in the administration of the 
said Mental Hosjiital; it* not, will tlie Hon’ble Minister l)e jdeased to 
take necessary steps for getting some sort of control ov(‘r the adminis- 
tration of the said hospital ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; in) Yes; the contribution 
varies each year, being calculated on the nnmlier of jiatients from 
Bengal and the number of days spent by the jiatients in the hospital. 
The total amount paid in 1937-38 was Its. 1,85,511 « 

{h) The contribution is paid to the Board of ^Vustees, Ranchi 
European Mental Hospital. 

(c) The administration of the institution is vested in the Board 
of Trustees, constituted under the Ranchi Mon%l Hospital Act, 1922, 
on which the different contributing Governments are represented. 
This Government have 4 nominees out of 14 members constituting 
the Board. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Government of 
Bengal press the Board of Trustees through their nominees to employ 
a proportionate number of Bengalees in that hospital? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN;. Yes, Sir. The Govern- 
ment is prepared to consider that. 
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Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERilEE Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many mental hospitals are there at 
Ranchi? Are there two hospitals, one for the Europeans and the other 
for Indians? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, there are two 
hospitals. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: With reference 
to answer (a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many 
patients were admitted from Bengal in 1937-38? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 ask for notice. 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: With reference 
to answer (c), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state who are 
the nominees of the Govenunent of Bengal on the Board of Trustees 
at the present moment? 

The Hen’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I ask for notice. 

Short-Notice Questions. 

186. Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance ])e])artment be pleased to state — 

{a) Whether there is any tnitli in tlie report that there is a proposal 
to grant a large sum of mou(‘y to a particular local Bengali 
daily; 

(/;) if it is true that there was a proposal to make the grant by 
name, if so, why the idea was abandoned ; 

(6') what is |he name of the said pai)er; 

{(1) what is*^the amount of money set apart for it; 

(c) what services the paper has rendered to Governmeiii to merit 
such reward ; 

(/’) wdiat conditiot.'s, it any, ure attached to the grant of the 
amount; and 

(^) whether other papers have been thus subsidised before by the 
Be^igal (Tovernment; if so, what are their names and to what 
extent were they subsitlised ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINi RANJAN SARKAR: {a) to (d). it 
is proposed to make a grant of Rs. 30, 000 to the “Azad”, as will appear 
from item (J) on page 81 of the Explanatory Memorandum on the 
Budget of the Governine/it of Bengal tor the year 1939-40. a copy of 
which is placed in the Library. ’ 
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(e) Tlie object of the grant is to further the dissemination of true 
information regarding (joverniuent's activities by enabling the paper 
to increase its circulation. 

if) The grant is unconditional. 

,ig) My information is that uo paper has thus been subsidised 
before. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
intend to add to this list further daily papers of llengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALIMI RANJAN SARKER: Am I to answer, 
Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is tor you lo decide whether you should 
answer or not. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: If you consider 
it reldVant, I can answer. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The hoiTble member wants to know whether 
^further papers are going to be added to this list. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Yes, if neces- 

sarv. 

Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Arising out of answer {e), 
does the Hou'ble Minister in.siuuate that the other jm]»er8 do not give 
a true account of the Government activities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Absolutely not. 
I do not insinuate, I state. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: I)oe.>. the Ilon'ble Minis1(*r suggest that 
Government strand behind every statement ma<]e in the “Azad”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: It is a statement 
of tact, and the news supplied by Government are alVays published. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand tliat the news 
siijjplied by Government are not# jmblished by other papers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER; Not always. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Does .not the Government 
consider its own paper the “Bengal Weekly'^ sufficient to disseminate 
its inf»*>rmation ? 
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The HOfi’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER; One paper is not 
enough against 8 Congress papers. 

187. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department • be 
pleased to state — 

{a) whether a Surgeon is always appointed to the Governor of 
Bengal by appointment? 

(ft) If so, will he be pleased to state.who was the Surgeon appointed 
to the late Governor? 

(c) Will the TIon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Surgeon appointed by appointment was consulted before 
the operation on the late T/ord Bmbourne was performed? 
If not, why not ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) There is a post of 
Surgeon to the Governor of Bengal the appointment to which is made 
on the personal selection of His Excellency. 

(b) (^aptain P. T. Franks, i.m.s., was appointed Ihy His Exi'ellency 
the late Ijord Bial)o\irne to the jx>s1' above mentioned. 

(c) This reliites to a matter regarding which T have neither otficial 
knowledge nor responsibility and 1 am not therefore in a position to 
answer it. * 

I have, however, been asked by the Lady Braboiirne to take this 
opportunity of making public* the following facts: — 

(1) His Excellency the late I/ord BralK)urne had consideied it a 

matter of public duty to subject himself to thorough medical 
examiipition including that of expert Radiologists in 
Loiubpi before undertiiking the Governorship of Bombay 
and agiitiii in Bombay before undertaking the Governorship 
of Bengal in order to satisfy himself as to his c^unplete 
physical fitness for these duties. He was fulther examined 
most thoroi^hly by expert Radiologists in (.Calcutta during 
the coyrse of last month. None of these X-rays disclosed 
any sign of the real state of affairs^ although the last one 
did disclose a condition requiring an early operation but not 
giving grounds for grave apprehension. The opemtion was 
actually undertaken to deal with this condition. 

(2) Additioiuil and very extensive trouble was discovered by the 

operation, but it would have been prejudicial to the health 
and happiness of the late Tx)rd Brabourne and to his 
prospects of progress after the operation to disclose then 
the discovery of a growth. * 
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(3) The Ijtidy Braboiiriie aud all most closely concerned have the 
highest appreciation of the skill and devotion of the surgical 
and medical advisers who attended him, and in fact 
the surgical procedure had proved successful by February 
22nd, but his heart '^'^as not equal to the shock that the very 
serious operation entailed. 


m Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Dejiartnient be 
pleased to state — 

(a) Whether a Physician is always appointed to the (tovernor by 
appointment !" If so, who was tlie Physician apjxiinted by 
4 ippointnient to the late Lord Bralmurne when he wi\8 the 
Governor of Bengal Y 

{h) Will he be pleased to st4ite whether the s^iid Phvsi(Man was 
consulted before the operatio»»on the late Ixml Bralwurne 
was performed'' It not, why not y 

(?) If no Physician was so a{)|H)inted, will he be pleased to stato 
wliether there is a rule or a convention h,\ which the First 
Physician of the province is consulted y IT so, who is the 
First Physician at present and was lie consulted y If not, 
why not Y 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) The hon ble 

member is referred to the answer t-o his (juestion Nos. 1ST and fhL 
There is no separate jiost designated as Physician to (he Governoi’. 

(h) and (c) The hnn’Iile memher is referred to my answei to his 
(pies lion No. 1S7 (c). 

189. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’hle 

Minister in cduirge of the Public Health and Medicrl ])ei)arlmerit he 
pleased to state whether tijere is a rule or a coinentioii that whenever 
any operation is performed on a Governor, the Pliysician and Surgeon 

apivointed by appointment are always consulted y If .so, will he be 

pleased to state whether both of them were consulted when the opera- 
tion was performed on the late Jjord BralKuirney 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The hon'ble member 
is referred to my answ*er to his (piestion No. 187 (r). 

190. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Ifon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public* Health and Medical Depiirtment be 
pleased to state — 

(a) Whether his attention has been drawui to the bulletins issued 
by the Surgeon-in-charge of the pperation performed on 
the late Lord BraWirne from time to time and, if so, will 
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he be pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn 
to the last bulletin in which a mention has been made 
about the cancerous growth. If so, will he be pleased to 
state why the mention of the cancerous growth was not 
nuide in the first bulletin after the operation was performed ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when and how 
tlie diagnosis of the cancerous growth was arrived at by 
Surgeon in charge? 

(c) Will he be pleased to state the date and time of the decision 

arrived at for performing the ope nation and the date and 
time when the operation was actually performed on the 
late Ixnd llmlMnirne? 

(d) Will he ])e pleased lo state who were the Surgeons and 

Physicians on whose decision the^ surgical interference was 
decided upK)n ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) to (d). The 
hon’ble member is referred td’ iny answer to his (piestion No. IS'J (r). 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have received a notice iioin 
Mr. Lalit (diandra Das asking leave of the House to move a motion 
for the adjournment of the business of tlie House to-day for the ])ur- 
pose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz. : — 

“This Council do adjourn its business foi- tlie jiurpose of discuss- 
ing a definite matter of urgent jmblic inijxirtance, namely, the 
situation which has arisen out of the HoiCble (Uiiet Minister 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq’s letter to Cliowdliury Shamsuddin 
Ahmed ^ which has been published to-day, in whiidi the Cliief 
Minister Mr. Fazlul Huq chaiges most of the Hindu Officers 
of OoverninQut with disloyalty bewailing his lot that he did 
not know how' to manage the administration of the province 
with officers so opposed to him and his administration ; alleg- 
ing further that tliey were encouraging peopk belonging to 
the Congress «or to the Opposition." 

Notice of this* motion was received in the office at 10 p.m. on 
Saturday, thq 4th March, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Have you allowed 
tlliis motion, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not for the Chair but for the House to 
permit the hon’ble piemiber to move his motion. I hold that the 
motion is in order. I aip now to enquire whether the hon’ble member 
has the leave of the Council. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Before that is 
done, may I make a statement? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. A statement may be made only 
when the motion has been moved. 

e 

Thf Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: If you will not 
kindly permit me to make a statement, Sir, tlien 1 object to the motion 
being moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As tar as the (^hair is conceiiied, it has held 
the motion to be in order. The matter is definite. It is also of urgent 
public importance, and notice of the motion was given at the earliest 
available opportunity. It will now be for the House to decide 
whether the hon’ble member has the leave of the Council. (Cries of 
“we o])ject, Sir,” “we object, Sir”.) Af.nibjecdion Jius been taken, the 
Chair requests those members wlio suppoH the motion to rise in their 
places! 

( Hon’ble members who .su])ported the motion ro.se in their places and 
a count was taken. ) 

Mfi PRE8IDEKT: As less than Id members have risen, 1 have to 
inform the hon’ble member that he has not the leave of the (knincil. 


Point of Privilege, 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May ] lie allowed to make a 
statement on a point affecting the privileges of my jiarlyP 

> 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Certiainly, if it relates to*' a (juestion of 
privilege. 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, qiy party feels deeply 
aggrieved at the manner in which a very modest })i‘oj)osal which in- 
volves showing some consideration for a great event which has hapjiened 
elsewhere 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir nAiiMUDDIN: Is til at a matter of 
privilege, Sir? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Before he makes his statejnent, we are not in a 
position to say whether it is a point of privilege or not. What is your 
point, ‘Dr. Mookerji? 
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Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, the point is this: that 
my party feels deeply aggrieved at the very scant courtesy shown to a 
proposal which is of a very modest character, namely, that the House 
should adjourn to-day out of consideration for a great event happening 
elsewhere. Since we have found that the House ha4S taken a 
diametrically opposite view 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I definitely rise on a 
point of order, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let him finisli. So^far as I have heard him up 
to now, it does not seem that it involves any point of privilege. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, I have not yet finished 
my statement and request that I may he permitted to do so. 

This Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, he is making a 
speech and not a statement. i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Chair must be vigilant so 
as to ensuie that the rights of minorities Jnay not suffer. 

1 am anxious to hear his point of juivilege, but 1 am not convinced* 
so far that any point of privilege has been made out. What is your 
point, Dr. Mookerji^ 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My point is this: My party 
feels deeply aggrieved at the attitude taken up by our colleagues and 
we have no other course left Ibut to walk out of the Chamber so as not 
to take any further part in the proceedings of to-day. With due res- 
pect to the Chair, Sir, 1 make this stat-ement. 

[Dr. Radha Aun^pd Mookerji then walked out ot the Council 
Chamber followed by members of his party.] 

Khan Bhadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMED: Sir, may T cise on a point 
of order? There are no privileges attaching to one party or other in 
this House 

€ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, every individual or party has a right to 
abstain from participating in the proceedings ot the House, at any 
time, if he or they so decide and that does not involve any breach of 
the privilege of the House. 

The House will now take up further discussion on the motion moved 
by the Hon^ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy for the consideration of 
the Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 1938, since where we 
stopped on the last day. 
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Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

p 

^The question liefore the House is that the Bengal Tenancy (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1938, be taken into consideration. 

The question was agreed to. 


■* Clati:»e i . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 


Clavse 2. ' 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, in 
view of the fact that it will delay the pas.sing of tlio Bill, I do not 
• propose to move the amendment of wlhich I have given notice. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: I beg to move that in clause 2 of the Bill, for 
the words “twelve and a iialf”, I lie words “six and a quarter” be 
substituted. 

Sir, this is a very simple amendment proposed by me in order to 
give greater relief to the tenants and laiyats under this Act. Sir, a 
statement has been made in this House that it is ])racticaly a conse- 
quential amendment arising out of the first Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act passed sometime ago, and that it is now projiosed to amend 
only sections G7 and G8 of that Act. An aliernati^'e is given to the 
landlords that while suing foi arrears of rent, they can claim either 
interest or damage. As the hon^ble members know, interest has been 
reduced to per cent, by the first amendment ^of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, but now the present proposal before the House is to reduce the 
rate of damage also, although not to the same exten't as in the case of 
interest. From practical experience it may be gathered that in 99 
cases out of 100, damage is claimed for arrears of rent only and not 
interest, and if it is the real in'jention of the Government to benefit the 
'I'aiyats and tenants by reduction in the rate of interest, it will be more 
befitting if the rate of damage also is reduced. Secondly, there is 
another point. Subject to correction, I find that if for the arrear of 
the first year, damage is claimed at the proposed rate, when the land- 
lord will get a larger amount than if he claimed interest. So, there 
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would be two different systems for calculating interest and also damage. 
And for that reason also this amendment is necessary. So, I appeal 
to the House to accept my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 2 of the Bill, 
for the words ^H.welve and a half” the words “six and a quarter”' be 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, T rise to 
oppose this aniendirn'iit. It was dilhcult for me to follow wliat was 
the argiunont of tlio lion’lde memlx'r in 'inovong liis amendment. There 
is a difference between damage and tlie ordinary rate of interest. If 
the ordinary rat(" f>f interest is charged oi awarded, damage cannot 
be awarded. That is (jiiite clear from the s(‘ction itself. The section 
provid(‘s that interest shall not be dec]*o(‘d wlien damages are awarded. 
], theivfore, feel tlnit there is no substance* in the last portion of the 
hon’l)l(' members’ arguni(*nt .• Tlie rate of interest has been brought 
down from 12J per cent, to pc*!’ cent. Corres])ondingly, the rate of 
damages is now proposed to be brought down from 2b per cent.*to 12^ 
per cent, so tljere is consistency, and 1 see no justification for reducing 
it to 6} per (^ent. In that case sin award of dajnage would become 
useless. Damages cun only be claimed “if in a suit brought for the 
I'ecovery of rent it aiqiears to the ‘court that the defendant without* 
reasonable or probable (uause negb'cted or re-fused to pay the amount 
of rent due by him, the court may award to the plaintiff’ in addition 
to the amount decreed for rent and costs such damage not exceeding 
25 per cent, etc*., etc.” Tliat is the law, Sir. So, it is the absolute 
discretion of the court to decide wliat is the amount of damage that it 
should award, and it is only awarded under particular circumstances, 
namely, wliere the tenant has neglected to pay the rent, otherwise 
not. So, the landlord cannot claim damage as of right. On these 

grounds. Sir, 1 oppose the amendment. 

*• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 
2 of the Bill for the words “twelve and a half” the wctf'ds “six and a 
quarter” be substitute^. 

The amendmevt was negatived. 

Khan Bah'adur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: I beg to move 

that in clause 2 of the Bill, for the «words “twelve and a half” the 
words “three and one-eighth for on© year’s arrear, six and one-fourth 
for two years’ arrear, nine and three-eighths for three years’ arrear, 
and twelve and half for four years' arrear” be substituted. 

«nRT?c ^ 

^ qji. icncr 
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^ to ?r«(R 

ftiC^l <a^ m [Rni<()r — <ar5 time <fi^ C^jiTI TO5T ^OTCl 

^ W*rt ^ ®T? i5i<P(<i fsin(< STO]^ 

Iir, ^ 10 18 i5(<f ( r^HI(.< fvbt^ 5i;[? — C<t'H5. C'Sil^l C^'8?T 

inr "tT^i ®Tr*ir5 T*^h(< sm^ isi^c^ 

«(l«uKT ck<i 4 d^lj] '»14'Si 1 Select <prHTi>Co 6 ^<^51 ^mstTOT *[C?rtTOT 

C^T ^(51^ <fT^F(T <l<l^ sfRT 5Ti?\i» I Damage (fi^ ©C^ 

<l|iSi'^r JTOWS' 'ilRK 2R5R Ctr tlfti STTOT <£1^ <V<1 

8 ^ ^115''^'^ <£1^ rate ^ ^ >£1^ «(T^Setr?C 

cHK^Vnra snxrra 3^7^ <r<;cH<i cto 

grfOTT^tlOT TO 5i[ in’, ®’*r?T nomination ^TOT \-i\^ 5^1 

nomination ^ TOT? ^ ^ ^ CTOTO ( Hon'ble the Pkkstde^jt : 

order, order.) ®[rf3t CSTTO" I ®(TTO TO" TO. ^PTO 

^ trr TO 0 ?n'TOl€ tiK WC5$. ^ ^ — TO'T^ 

aiSiTTO sa? ^[<ibi<i <^<n 5iri sntn r TmTD point i£i5 ^a?[ «£i5 m<ii ®rRnr 

TO ![?r 5ITTO a^TO TO i 'snfn tot totto *to?[ a&r 

gP^a c^T?x^ 1 ^ sTTf^r ®R^T<i <f‘t<i C3[ ®n’3tT?r a^T< ur h^x^ a^ra ?TOai* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that in danse 2 of the Bill, for 
the words “twelve and a lialf” the words “Ihree and one-eighth for on© 
year’s arrcjii-, six and omd'onrth foi two years’ arnnii', nim* and three- 
eighths tor tliree years’ arreai and t\v<dve and halt lor four y(‘ars* 
*arreai" he substituted. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I am in sympathy 
with the si)irit of the amendment, but 1 find that there are some 
difficulties with regard to the language used in it. The language used 
is capable of di:fferent ifilerpretations and misinterpretations also. The 
point is that for one year’s rent certain rate of damages will be given, 
and for two 3-oars’ certain fjtlier rate will be given, and so on. In my 
opinion, the language should be first of aU “not exceeding one year’\ 
“not exceeding tw'o years” and so on. Otherwise, tha difficulty would 
be that if a luan sues for, sa3', 6 months’ arrears, of for any broken 
period, the proviso will not cover it. So, a more comprehensive 
phraseology should be used. 

Then, there is the other difficulty that if tenant pays up his 
recent arrears and leaves out unpaid his old arrears, that is, if a 

lenant has to pay rents for the years 1342, 1343, 1344*and 1345 B.S., h© 

has the right to pay for 1343, 1344 and 1345 leaving the oldest arrear 
for 1342 unpaid. He has the right to .send a money order, and the 

landlord is bound to receive it And apjnopriate it for the year for 

which the tenant desires to pay. In these circumstances, the difficulty 
would be that if an arrear remains for the earliest year, accoiding to 
the amendment, the damages would be 2 pire in the rupee for the gross 

— a 

♦An authorised English translation of this Bengali ^extract will be found jn the 
Appendix. 
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sum, but according to tbe Act the interest would be one anna in the 
rupix^ per year. That is to say, calculated exactly for four years it 
would come to 1 anna and lOJ pies at the ordinary rate of interest for 
one year’s arrear only. Thus, in this extreme case, while the penal 
damages would be only six pies in the rupee, the interest would be 
almost four times the rate. So, in these circumstances, it will l^ad 
to plenty of anomalies. I would have suggested a ditl'erent phraseology 
for the amendment, but there are othei* practical difficulties, and they 
are these. If we now introduce a short -notice amendment, possibly it 
will be objected to on the ground of introducing something radically 
new without enough notice; and if we dntrodiice anything new in this 
House, tlie Bill will have to go back to the /;iher House, and that would 
cause delay. In the meantime, some provisions are to be made well 
in advance of the first of Baisiuik, because the h mitaiion plaints, as 
they are called, are going to be instituted on the 1st or 2nd of Batsluik. 
But this year, on account of (he vagaries of the Almanac, in order to 
include the claim for ld42 B^S., the suits will have to be instituted on 
or before the dOth i'haitrn pext. So, tlie law should be jxissed well 
before that date. There is hardly any time for a sweeping amendment 
of this character to be passed and assented to by the (Governor. I should 
suggest that if the hon’ble the mover withdiaws the amendment for the 
lime being and brings in a fresh Bill to introduce more com])rehensive 
drafting which would (‘over all i>ossible cases — ordinary as w’ell as* 
extraordinary — then it may be considered by the House. In the 
mean time, on account of shortness of time, on account of the sudden- 
ness of the difficultms that have appeared, and on aetjount of personal 
difficulties as 1 was not piTsent at the time \-hen the Bill was circulated, 
I could not submit a full djaft wdiich will cover all possible cases. It is 
not easy to draft a comprehensive formula on a difficult matter like 
this on the floor of the House. I believe that if a draft is to be sub- 
mitted at this stage, it will be in the foiin of a big and cumbrous-look- 
ing schedule w'hi«h wmuld be objected to on the very ground of length 
and complexity. ‘ In 'these ciicumstances, I w'ould suggest that in view 
of the difficulties arising, the amendment may be withdrawn. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, T beg to support the amendment 
moved by Khan Bahadur Mohammad Ibrahim and I think the 
arguments just n'ow advanced by Khan Bahadur Kaziruddin Ahmad, 
if we take them seriously, make this House a meie farce. Because he 
suggests that if we make any amendments, the Bill has to go back 
to the Lower House; if it is to go ba6k to the Lower House then more 
time will be involved, and it wdll take more time to pass this legisla- 
tion, and on that account this House should not interfere in any way, 
and should not make any amendments whatsoever to any Bill which is 
passed in the Lower House; in other words, this House ceases to have 
that sole function for which it is meant, namely, to act as a revising 
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chamber, to act as a chamber where alteraiions in the general interests 
are made. Tlierefore, that argument advanced by Khan Bahadur 
Naziruddin Ahmad is not probably one worth cimsideralion. Then 
with regard to the oilier point made by him 1h*u it may lead to an 
anomalous position wlien* peojij^e may j>ay the aiiears of the later 
ye^rs and leave unpaid tlie earlier arrears, it is also 1 think due to 
misunderstanding, because damages woulo he paid through Courts. 
I.andhv'd has no riglit to go and say that he dmiiands so mindi damages. 
As the proviso in the clause later on makes it clear, if the Court is to 
award damages, tlnui in that case the Court would s(*e to it that earlier 
iirrears are jiaid before the later arnuns are touched. Therefore the 
]K)int made h\ him that Uie tenants wiuild lake advantag(‘ of this 
])roposed amendimuit and in tliis wa\ try to ded'eat the ends of justice 
is not also valid. I agree with him in so far as he says that the amend- 
ment is a projier amendment and that he agrt‘es with tht^ spirit of the 
amendment, but his only objection is that it is not sutiiciently 
technically formulai(‘d. AVe all knowiis pre<lilec1ions for techni- 
calities, tnid 1 am sur(‘ thtil this House with its past exfierience of his 
many •amendments, will again expend another tcahind'ality which he 
might spring upon it. 

With these words, Sir, 1 support the amendmeni moved by Khsui 
Bahadur "Molmmmed Ibrahim. As an amendment., ii is esseniitilly 
* reasonable as admitted by the hon'hle member who just now sjit down, 
and it will jilso he generally Jicc(‘pted by other members of this House 
fo]’ it makes a distinction between those* who are habitual dedaulters 
and thos(‘ wild are* md habitual in tludr default, but onlj' occasionally 
make* a default, if a pe*rsou cannot pa\ his rent for one year- only, 
he is expe'cted to ])ay unde*r this amenelnieui a damage at the* ?ate of 

per e(*nt. and foi’ lemgei aii’e*ar‘‘ the* late* is bighe*i. So I think tin's 
amendment .should be ae’<*e‘pte*d. 


The Hon’hie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: » Sir. first ot ail* I 
would oppeese this amendment tor the simple reason flTaf it is incougni- 
ons with sub-e*lmise ( 1 ) (»f tlie provisf». The snh-e*lanse of the proviso 
runs thus:- 

‘‘The a?m»unt eel nucIi damage*^ ^liall iieU bt^ le>s (ban the inierest 
.leciuing up to the date ed llie iiisl itui ion^ ed tlie suit." 

So long rbai .sub-elause remains, 1 eiee md think this ayiendnj(*nt can 
be moved. It renders the whole section meaningless. So, apart from 
r.he merits or demerits of tin's iimendrntmt, 1 beg to submit. Sir, that 
this araendment is a])solutely im*ongnions wdih the provisions of the 
other section. So T oppose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juesiiun before the House is that in clause 
of the Bill, for the words “twelve and half^’, the words “three and 
3 
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one-eighth for one year’s arrear, six and one-fourth for two years' 
arrear, nine and three-eighths for three years’ arrear, and twelve and 
half for four years’ arrear”, be siibslituted. 

(The motion was negatived.) 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURYr of 
SantOSh; Mr. President, Sir, I ])eg to move that at the end of clause 
2 of the Bill, the following be added, namely: — 

“and at the end of sub-seclion (2) of the said section, the follow- 
ing ])roviso shall be added, gamely: — 

‘Provided that if the Court is satisfies) that the defendant has 
intentionally neglected or refused to pay the amount of rent 
due by him* or that he is a habitual defaulter, it shall award 
to the ])laintitf, in addition to the amount decreed for rent 
and cost, br)th interest and damages at tlie piescribed 
rate.’ ” 


Sir, the other day the Hon ’hie Pevenue Minister said that dt was 
his misfortune to have disagreed with me throughout the passage 
of the Ph'rst Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill. I do not know’ whether 
it was his misfortune or mine. I think it brought fortune to him. 
Anyw’ay, he won and I lost all the battles. As for contentment, it* 
might have been mine. I really did not try to seive the purpose of 
the landholders abuie, but also of the tenants and the sole object at 
the back of my mind was to contribute towards the healthy growth ol 
the land system as a whole. Flowgver that may be, I think that every- 
one, more or less, will agree that the buidholders should be ebb» to 
realize their legitimate dues and that speedily. AVhen the First Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill was on the anvil, those wdio supported it as 
well as those who opposed it, did agree that so far as legitimate rent 
is concerned, the*landholders should be given every facility to collect 
it and that as j^ptedily as ])ossible. But, Sir, it is known to everybody 
that in fact nothing of the kind was done. On the other hand, the 
landholders have been dejjrived of their mean.s of speedy jccovery of 
le»gitimate and undisputed dues by sus])ension (d‘ the certificate piocg- 
dure. The result is tliat heavy arrears are av^'umulating and the 
burden will soon «!)e too heavy for liquidation in future*, (’ondition 
now is almost chaotic. It is, therefore, im]H‘rative that the arm of 
law should be stretched to reach the habitual dehiulters and such 
tenants as wilfully neglect to pay theer dues. Such a step wdll train 
the tenants to habits of punctual payment and help them to gradually 
lealise that their credit may In* rehabilitated if they pay their dues 
punctually. 

The clause in qu€*a;ticn gives tlie CoiiH discretionary power to 
award to the plaintiff eikher interest and cost or damages. T really 
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could not follow the logic of the Hon’ble Revenue Ministei; and 
those of his uiiiid when they said that since the rate of interest has 
been reduced, the rate of damages must also be j-educed. They went 
so far as .to say tliat their amendment is ‘Vunse<iuential/’ Why? t 
dc not agiee with them tor the simple reason that interest and 
(I&mages are altogethei* two diferent items. I believe that when dis- 
cretionary i)ower was given to the Court, it was meant that in cases 
wdiere the (^ourt would be satisfied that defaulters wilfully neglected 
to ])ay their dues, he should award damages, whereas agrif ulturists 
who have every desire to pay. their dues, out who through poverty or 
other adverse circtimstances and acts of (rod or freaks of nature over 
wliich they had no control were unable to pay, the Court should award 
only interest and cost. Naturally, tlie rate of daiJiages sliould be 
higher than that of interest. So, the rate (»f <lamages which are lo be 
awarded in exceptional cases may continue to be high or even made 
higher, althougli tlie rate of interest mi^^ be iow'er(‘d to give relief to 
honest tillers of tin* soil. Why the lute of damages must always be 
double of that of the interest? What will happen if the interest is 
reduced to (ij per cent., but the damage is left where it w^as, nanndy, 
25 ]»cr cent.? Cm' is a case of compa-ssion. the other is certainly not. 
Why should it be conse<(ucntial ? 1 do not see any reason why it 

should ]>e. Becauise the interest has been reduced, the damages must 
alst) be reduced is an argument the cogency of whi(‘h 1 am md able to 
apj)reciate. It is a difl'ercujt thing if the Hon’lde Minister means it to 
be a mere eyewash. Perhaps he tried to make cafiital out of that 
argument when somebody advanced it from his side of the Ifotise. 
“The amendment is merely constsjuentia]”, cried somebody from his 
party and he took up that cry. It might have served his purpose for 
the time being, but J ask him in all -seriousness to say whether he 
really considers it to be a consequential amendment? Let him also 
say whethor any lianri can be done to an iionest agrq’ulturist , who has 
every mind to pay liis dues, who does not want tv» deprive* his landlord 
of his legitimate dues, who reeogniztvs his ohligations and wants to 
fulfil his ohligations, is going to l)e hurt it the original section is 
not altered? Will he be hurt even if my proviso is ae(;epfed? Ts it 
or is it no,t a faet that only the habitual defaulfers, only those who 
wilfully neg-leet t<t pay their dues are intended to he .dealt with? vSo 1 
think the Hon hie Minister, who often told me, inside the House and 
outside the House, that something should be done tb enable the 
landlords to realize tbeir dues speedily, woubl try b) see his way to 
accept this amendment, so that those who are habitual defaulters 
might think twice l)ef()re they wilfully neglect to pay their dues. I^et 
them realise that if they do so, and if that is proved to the satisfaetion 
of the Court, damag*es will he awarded to the phpntiff, above and over 
the decreed interest and cost. I am sun*, tj^at will have a deterrent 
effect. . I think 1 have been able to make my point clear. If the 
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Hon’ble Mini.ster is true 1o his profession that something ought to be 
done* to enable the landlords to realise tbeir rents speedily, if he is 
leally eonvinced lhat arrears are accumulating to an alarming extent, 
that rural credit is in a ])recarinus (‘ondition. and that it is essential 
that it should be rehabilitated for economic developments in the rural 
areas, I hoj>e he will see his way to accept this simple amendment, t 

Mr. M ESI DENT; Amendmenv moved, that at the erul of 'clause 
2 of the Bill, the following be added, namely: — 

“and at t]i(‘ end of sub-section (2) the said section, the follow- 
ing ])if»\iso shall be added, namely:— 

‘Ihovided that if the Court is satisfied that the defendant hhs 
intentionally negleeled or refused to pay the amount of 
rent due by him, or lhat he is a habitual defaulter it 
shall award if) the plaintitT, in addition to the amount 
deereefl for rent a*nd cfjst, both interest and damages at 
the presf ribed rate.' 

iM 

Khan BahaduT NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Sii, 1 beg to o[)pose this 
ameuduKuit. The etfect ot this amendment would be that a tenant 
who is ])of)r, that is unabh* to pa \ , and who llu‘n‘forf‘ tails to pay, he is 
to pay interest s)s vvfdl as damag(‘S, hut a man who is able to pay but 
Hoes not pay, that iN whose fault is greater, he will have to pay interest 
only. Pov(Mt\ and innocence will be penalised wliile affluence and 
pervfusit} wiW r<‘<*(*ive better treatnnoit. The wording f)f the amend- 
ment. is “a man who intentionall\ !H‘glects to pa>". The section as it 
stands in clause 1, ])rovid<‘s for a man who fails to pay on account of 
SOUK' legal and sutHcient reason, that is, om* who is not able to pay and 
at th(‘ samf‘ time eannot ])a> . The <‘ffect. of the amendmfuit would be 
that it would be a retaliatory nuuisure agaii st the tenants, which would 
be inconsistent whth ydause 1, ami will lead to litigation between the 
tenants and the tandlord>: in thfwe ein umstances. I beg to oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr, KADER BAK^H: Sir, it ha> l)et‘n in\ mistojtiine always to 
Oppose aiuendmeiijts moved by the Maharaja of Santosh with regard to 
the Bengal Tenaney (Am^^ndmeut ) Act. The language of the amend- 
ment is very f/ague and aKo gives rise tf) some misgivings in f)ur minds, 

as will appear from the following: “ has intentionally neglected or 

refused to pay". Sii, wdio i^ lo deci(ff‘ a ])ei son's intention to neglect 
to pay? The tfuiants will have to de])eml on the whim.s and caprices 
of the munsits wlm. nnfie often than not, decide these matters, as 
pointed out by my friend Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ibrahim, from 
the rich man’s point of view*. It appears tn me like a penal clause. 
Intention. Sir, is an important factor to be taken into f'onsideration in 
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criminal cases, hut not in civil case>. Civil law deals with facts and 
facts alone and it has nothin^^ to do with intention. Intention Iftis to 
be inferred I'j’oin circumstances, and this givers enou<»’h latitude to 
personal inclijiations or bias, it any, in the minds of the judfi’cs, to come 
into play. 

* Now, Sir, a(‘cordinj»: to the juovision oi Mahai^aja Salieh’s amend- 
ment, the tenants would he subjected to the pityment of a tlouhle tax, 
w^hicli would he taiitamouni t<» a mati h<*in” handed twi<‘e for haNing* 
committed one murder onh . 

Sir, why should a tenant Ijo has Iuhmi comptdlcd l>\ .slieer want <d‘ 
resources to default he liahlt‘ to |)a\ both the datnajic as well as the 
interest? The Maharaja of Santosh ha vino- failed to o-ef his object 
fulfilled by embodyino- a clause foi the sj)e(‘d\ realisation of rent in 
the first Ben^^al Tenancy (Amendmctit) Act. has now hit upon tin* idea 
of inflictino* this double mcasiire of punishment, to be imded out to the 
tenants. Sir, it is not only unscientific aiid unreasoTiablc, but it is als(» 
at the same time o])pr(‘ssive and illooicaT, as my friend says. Oti these 
grou^ids, T ojipos(‘ the amendimuit moved hy the Maharaja of Santosh. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Sir, 1 also 

rise to opjHJse thi> motion. Sir, tin* word “damage” its(‘lf signifies 
that it is some ^ojt of penalty atrd the late of damage luis Ixmmi fixed 
at more than the rate of inteiest and that lia^ l)een done with the ohje(*t 
of penalising the defaulter. When damage will la* given b\ the 
courts no interest will be gaAeii, becaus(‘ <|amage will fjjact ically be 
double the interest. So. we think that the defaulters will get sufficient 
punislunent and sufficiently deteirent punisinnent trf)m the high rate 
at which the damage has been fixeil. Hut, Sir. to furthiu* say that he 
should also ]>a> int»*rest will m(‘an great liardsliiy) to the dcdaulter, 
knoW'iiig as we do as a matter ot fact that TO or SO per <-ent. f)f the 
agriculturists have got uneconomic holdings which^, do not give them 
sufficient ])roduce for living upon. So, 1 think that it will be absurd 
to put down an amendment that they should pay damage as w’cll as 
interest, in every cases <d’ intentional default. As jcgaids intcoitional 
default’, T beTieve that there aie very few temints wdio chd'ault inten- 
tionally. It is only the rcfractr)ry tenants in *some jdaces w ho inten- 
tionally default, but ordinarily, it is owing to ecomy^nic cans<‘s that the 
tenants are unable to pay the rent that has been fixed and it is for this 
reason that they generally default. In 00 4 )er cent, of cfts<‘s, the courts 
allow^ damage. Even in c.r pfiite f-ases the couits allow’ damag*es, as 
a matter of fact. So, practically in 00 ]>er <-etit. of cases. Zemindars 
will get interest at per cent, in the sha]K* f)f daTiiage; rrvei and 
above that, to charge interest would b(* too harsh. We are out to 
moderate and soften the inc idence of Tenancy^ in Heng*al. W(‘ have 
reduced the rate of interest and we w^ant |o reduce also the rate of 
damage, and it is quite illogical for the Maharaja to say that this Bill 
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is not a oonsequontial one. It is only logical tliat when we have been 
moderate in the matter of interest, we ought also to be moderate in 
the matter of damage. With these words, Sir, 1 oppose tlie aniendmeiii. 

Raja BHUPENDRA HARAYAN BINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: Sir, 
I rise to support the amendment moved by my friend, the Maharaja of 
Santosh. The principle has already been acce])ted by my friend 
Mr. Humayun Kabir just now. He said that there should be a 
difference between habitual defaulter and one who could m)t pay on 
account of unforeseen circumstances, or j)eculiar circuinstances. and 
so forth. As regards the principle, I think whatever might be said by 
hon’ble members on the other side, there' should be a differential 
treatment between the habitual defaulter and one who (iannot pay his 
rent in the usuaJ course of business owing to unforeseen circumstances. 
My friend Mr. Kader Baksh said that the Maharaja Bahadur failing to 
introduce a speedy realisation clause in the first Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) A(;t, has mo\ed this amendment as a means to 
have his idea ado])ted, but I aifi sorry to say that his memory has i^uled 
Iiim, The sp(M*dy realisation clause had bemi introduced by Govern- 
ment themselves, and the Government themselves withdrew it. It lias 
nothing to do with the Maharaja Bahadur or with other menib(*rs of his 
party. So, T am sorry to say that he, is not right in saying so. More- 
over, there will not be any injustice done to the tenants it both the 
interest and the jauialty be imposed on the habitual defaulters. 
Mr. Kader Baksh also said that the amendment is “susj»icious as well 
as vague”, because we cannot define a habitual defaulter, but» Sir, it 
can be doiK* very easily. If the court asks the j)laintiff to i)roduce his 
previous decreets and the court can be satisfied as to whether in all the 
decrees of the previous years, the landlord has had lecourse to the court 
for the lealisation of rent, even by that document alone the court can 
bt' satisfied whether one is habitual defaulter or not. It is left to the 
discretion of the court, to find if a tenant is a habitual defaulter. If 
the court thinks tliat a particular tejiant is a habitual defaulter, that 
he never paNs his legal dues in or at au\ time and has not liahitually 
])aid his rent in time, there cannot he any objection to In^.e this clause 
to iin])()se both a iienalty^and an interest. The rate of damage has been 
reduced, and after all if both interest and damage is imposed, it will 
come to about per cent, which is the existing rate at the j)resent 
moment. Moreover, my friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain has said that the tenants generally cannot pay their rent owing 
to scarcity or owing to economic circumstances. But I can say that 
there are few' instances where they cannot pay. If the holding of a 
tenant is an uneconomic one, he can surrender that or make some 
arrangements with the landlord, but I cannot believe that if for years and 
years together a tenant does not pay any rent, it is for the reason that 
either his holding is an uneconomic one or that his circumstances are 
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.such that lie could not pay. On the olher liand, when a tenant has 
been found to pay his deiTees it must be presumed he was in a Jiosition 
to pay his rent. In these circunrstanees, 1 ihiiik the Maharaja is 
correct in moving such an amendment, and 1 stronj>;ly support it. 

Vhan Bahadur Mauivi MO. IBRAHIM: 

^ 5r4l 

cR7iu?“5n<tr tort c’rtsiSI 

5r4 1 f'SiR <$<^5 1 point CR 41 4* fKW CTWtiir 

514 1 (3 f<4C4 ®rPTr4 *3^ C4 41X50" C4P44 *1^ 4RT tro 

araT4SP^l <3^ «(i5l<a^ ^44 4f4 4^444 »tTf5^4 UT^ TOST 44, tTrSt 

^T'SRT C44 4r (5K44 4^ ^ C’l'ilW 4^ 444^ fej 4r4T 441 *34 CR4 4t^ SPfT ®rr4 

f4^ 4TC4 4ri ®rr4 4T4T 41. 34 n 4r 5^^4174^ IKC^ 

35T f$J4 <'4('S 4^ 4f&4 40414 1 3^ C4TI44 ®i4T6 3 3^l< f$4i^'ilir 4TC4 4T I SOfTJT, 

44r4Tt^*Tt 34^ 45J4:[*T, 415.1 4W 45T4n5rrC44 — aOT44 ^PTO44 4\54 4T514 t<M4Ct5 

514 — 314*0 C4T4 [t?5J 34 fiS>34 4T^l cniifiiH)^ ^0414 [<c<t?4l4 3^^ ff45T4 5F5iC4 C404rt 
®(t4l 1 ^34\ 5TS^44 f44^ 'ai\C4l4 3*141 C44 3^ 34514 345^4 4T 411441* 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, J feel constrained to make a few 
remarks about this amendment on account of the reference wKicli the 
tRaja Bahadur of Nasliipur was pleased to make about me. It is (juite 
true that a distinction must he made between a iiahitual defaulter and 
an intentional didaulter and those who detault on ac(‘Ount of edreum- 
.'taiices over which tlie> have no control. But the difficulties in Bengal, 
as fiointed out by Khan Bahadur Mauivi Md. Ibrahim, are that most 
of the tenants fall in the class of thosi* who liave to ilefaiilt because 
they must. Also, in most cases the holdings in Bengal arc uneconomii!, 
and generally it is rec'ogiiised that the av«‘rage income of a cultivaicjr 
is barely lls. 05 a year. The Baja Bahadur was also pleased to suggest 
that ill sucli a (‘asc the tenants ought to surrender their holdings. Sir, 
that is much easier said than done, because if we take really impartial 
view of the economic life (d Bengal to-day, we will find that their 
livelihood is so jirecarious and uncomfortably balamed tliat he lives 
just on tlu‘ border of starvation with a sort of hiilf ration, and goes on 
in this way, from year to y(*ar till ultimately he Mamies to a premature 
death. Our eontentioii is tliat rent wherevei it is to be paid, the State 
or the landlords has the right to demand rent only out of the excess after 
the tenant or the actual cultivator has had enough to maiataiii himself 
and his family. Now, if we tal^e the term “inteutioual”, dithiailties 
wull arise, because in many cases the jiroduce of the land may he just 
suflScieiit to pay the rent, hut in that case it wdll not leave sufficient 
margin for the mairiteiiaiice of his family. Alternatively, if he uses 
the produce for the maiiitenaiice of his family he ^cannot pay the rent. 

*An authorised English translation of this Bengali * extract will be found in the 
Appendix, 
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In ^uch cases will he be intentionally and wilfully defaulting or not? 
Of course, under the law, rent is first charge, but we contend that it 
is iniquitous, and the process of change has only begun in 
the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill which has become an Act 
recently. It is only a first, not even the first step, only a faltering 
half step towards the direction inwards which we want to go. The 
principle must be recognized that it is uneconomic to levy rent if one 
exceeds his just income. Just as in the case ot income-tax, on income- 
tax is levied for any income l)elow Bs. 2,000, similarly some such 
standard must be fixed and we must establish the primiiple that people 
who earn less than that from agricultur(‘ sliall not be expected to i)ay 
any rent. Therefore, the definition of the terms ‘‘intentionar’ or 
“wilfuF’ will bring in consideration of all sorts of difficult questions. 
Besides, the law as it stands, as has heen jiroposed by the Kevenue 
Minister, is sufficiently deterrent, la^cause the ordinary late of 
interest is 6] per cent, and^hose who have* to pay damages will have 
to pay at the raB» of 12i ])er cent., that is, a diff‘eren(‘e of (Jj per cent 
And for persons who live so dangerously and so jirecariously ,ns the 
cultivators in Bengal do, wliose maigin of livelihood is so narrow, foi 
them 6} per ('ent. is sufficiently deterrent and there should be no move 
to incTease that burden further upon them. Of course, it the burden 
is increased further, it may lead to the creation of a landless agricul-* 
tural class, leading to the creation of a landless proletariat, and the 
consequences of that may he such whicdi the landlords will not like. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, the discussion of this 
amendment se(*ms to have given rise to a tempest in a tea pot. Of 
course, I fully appreciate the anxiety of the /♦unindars regjirding the 
realization of rent. But this case which we are discussing now’ is prac- 
tically a conse(iuential amendment. Jn the last amendment the (xovern- 
ment possibly overlooked the sections in question. In section 67, 
the rate of interest lias been reduced from 12^ per cent, to 6] per cent. 
Naturally, this section requires some alteration from 2o per cent, to 
12^ per cent. So there is nothing much to talk about. If really the 
zemindars have some grievance, and j)osRib]y they ITav(‘, it is not 
through the backdoor like this that they should come. It might Ix' 
possibly better to bring in an aTncndinont or just wdiat we did m the 
previous amendment wbicb has been dropped, but if is better to come 
with a simihfr amendment for easier method of realization. As has heen 
already said by other speakers, the oonomif* condition of the tenants 
is very bad. Beally speaking, one who know’s the present condition, 
particularly of the agriculturists, will agree that njost of the tenani.s 
really cannot pay; it is not that they do not pay and also I must say 
the landlords, as has been said in various places by the Hon’ble 
Revenue Minister, ought, to have a broader view. They should not still 
claim that old treatment which they used to give to their tenants. It 
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they continue the same sort of treatment, they will come to a worse posi- 
tion in the realization of rent. Becently, f. have seen in one plac3 the 
zemindar’s gomasfa still realizing: the ahirah in spite of the amendment 
recently made. It that sort of thing- is still etmnived by the zemindars, 
they will always be in the same position. So 1 think there is not much 
to^ talk about ])artieularly on the present amendment. This may be 
passed w ithout w’asting- any iiiorti time. 


Mr. D. H. WILMERS Mr. President, Sir, although the landlords 
have the sympathy of this i>i^rty in their dittieulties with regard to 
their failure to realize rents, I am opjK»sing this amendment. In the 
first place, I would sugg(‘s1, Sir, that clau.s(‘s (d* a penal nalure should 
not, on principle, ai)pear in a Bill wJiich is unconnect(‘d with tin* 
Criminal Law. If a jierson is owed moin\v, and docs not realiz(* it on 
the due date, the compensati<m which the law recognises as dnt‘ to him, 
is for the loss of his money, and the proper method of compensating 
him is the payment of interest. I tlnuefore feel. Sir, that tlie provision 
in the Act that a defaulting tenant is“ liable to ])ay int(‘r(‘s1 is an 
adequate compensation for a landlord wlio is not paid his rent at the 
proper time, and the })rop{)sal is that the rate of intcTest should be 
fixed at 6]: per cent. Well, Sir, any (-reditor wdio receives that rate 
• of inten'st on his money should .in my humbl(‘ o])inion be satisfied. 
The only other comment, Sir, 1 have to mak(‘ is on the wording of the 
amendment. Because the word ‘if’ jdace<i in the section wliere it is 
proposed, appears to b(' out of place. Sub-clause (2) of section 08 deals 
with a case where it appears to the cxmrt that a plaintiff has instituted 
a suit without reasonable or probable cause, and awards damag(‘s to 
the defendant. If therefore it is proposed to inlroduc(‘ this amend- 
ment, I submit it should 'aj)pear in some other pjirt of the section. 


Mr, NUR AHMEDs Mr. ibesident. Sir, T rise to ojipose this 
amendment. I am very sorry to say that the a|)j>eal made by the 
hon'ble Maliaraja has not convinced me about the reasonableness of 
his amendment. Tlie Maliaraja wanted to solve the big problem, that 
is the * probleTn of regular payment, by this amendment. In my 
humble opinion, it this amendment is accepuM, it will introduce a 
new principle wdiicli was not in the original Bill. ^It is known to all 
of us, Sir, that the jiayment of both interest and damage go<‘s directly 
against the provision of another proviso in the original Bill which 
a(low\s the Court only the jiowe^ to allow damages or interest and does 
not authorize the Court to award both damages and interest at the 
same time. So, if it is now’ added, there w’ill he two confleting pro- 
visos in the same Act. Again, it will add t(i the difficulty of the Court, 
namely, it w’ill introduce a com])licated method in a simple rent suit. 
The Courl wull have to decide as to wdio is a habitual defaulter and who 
is intentionally neglecting. That will lead the tenants to produce 
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evidence and counter-evidence. So, there will be unnecessary delay 
and ‘unnecessary complexity in a simple rent suit. I, therefore, 
apjieal to the Maharaja to read the signs of the times. The time has 
come to give facility to the tenants to pay tlieir rent and not to put 
difficulties in their way and alienate their sympatliy in any way. I 
appeal to the Maharaja to withdraw’ his amendment. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Mr. President, 
Sir, may I have your permission to speak in llengali, because I want 
to reply to one or two points rais^'d bv^ Khan Baliadur Mohammed 
Ibrahim. 

( 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: It is against the rules, 
*Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Uai Bahadur, you will liave to speak in 
English. 

r 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: M> arguments 
will be main]\ directed against .the points raised by Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ibrahim. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bai Bahadur will have to N])eak in English, 
as that is the language of the House. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: Sir, Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed Ibrahim and Professor Humayun Kabir have both 
said that the Jioldings of tenants an* uneconomic and that 80 per cent, 
of t 4 *nants live on uneconomic holdings. Sir, my association wdth the 
tenants <*xtt‘n(ls over -10 years, and my exjierience has given me this 
impression that 50 |H*r cent, of the tenants can easily ])ay rent, 25 jier 
cent, can pay w’itl». difficulty and the remaining 25 per cent, cannot 
pay. That is my reading of the situation. Of course, T speak subject 
to correction. It may not Ik* the case everyw’]n*re, in every district 
and every hui/niI, but that is generally tlie case witir the tenants. 
That being the case, 1 fhil to understand what harm wdll be done it the 
amendment mov<*d ^by the Maharaja Bahadur is accepted. Sir, culti- 
vation is a sort of business just as zemihdari is a business, and I fail to 
understand why the tenants, if they find that their holdings are 
uneconomic and they do not get any ro<*urn from the land wdiich they 
cultivate, should not relinquish the land, take to some other profes- 
sion. I think it is genemlly the experience of those who have had any 
i^onuection with the management of estates that w'hen a decree is 
obtained again.st a tenant for arrears of rent, it is very difficult to dis- 
lodge him. Even if possession is taken, then we find that the old 
tenant who has been ousted for defaulting in the payment of rent again 
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occupies the land and a nuniher of criininal cases are instituted under 
the Indian Penal Code. That being the case, I do not understand w4iy 
my friends opposite sliouhl hesitate to support this amendment. 
Then, Sir, there are other ]M)ints. The great University professor 
Mr. Hiimayun Kabir has op^)ose<l the amemlnient on primuple. May I 
ask ^ini whether he will volinitarily forego his pay if the University 
authorities fail to realize fees from the students!'' 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: If everybody does, so shall I. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Then, 1 would 
like to draw the attention (4' the Hon’ble Ministei- as well as of the 
House to the faet that the (foveriimeiit of Bihar have already decided 
K) make necessary provisions for taking action against the habitual 
ilefaulters. May we not ask the (lovernment of Bengal to follow suit, 
because the amendment will ap])Iy efl'ectively against the habitual 
defaulter and not again.st the tenant who <iT<asionally or under circum- 
•stances over which he has no contnd, fails, to pay his legitimate dues!^ 
1 am aTraid as a result of the propaganda that is now' being carried 
on against payment of rents, it is not unlikely that the majority of 
tenants will come within the category of habitual defaultm’s. At any 
rate, that is our experience in rnufassil. Even those tenants who are 
fietter off than the others do not at the present moment j)ay, although 
they are in a jmsition to pay. 

Sir, with regard to the point made by Khan Bahadur Mauivi Md. 
[brahim that this is a new' amendment, I beg to join issue with him, 
because 1 know that it was inserted in the original Bill by the Minister 
fiirijself, although during the final r-eading of the Bill, the clausi^ was 
withdrawn under pressure. That is all I have got to say-, and 1 think 
that it is not arr unr’easonable demand. What I am alraid of is that if 
we do away with this jienal clause, w'e would he encouraging the 
tenants not to pay i‘ent. That, Sir, w'ill be the effect : that is my 
apprehension ! 

The Hon’ble^ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
op]>()se the amendment on the very simple groiinfl that it is incamsia- 
terii wdth tlie first proviso to this section. The first ^novisu provides 
that intei'est sliall not be decreed wlien damages are awarded under this 
section. So, if the Maharaja Sahih's amendment i> acw^jded, that 
will be inconsistent w'itb the tirsj proviso. Besides, this proviso can- 
not be inserted after sub-clause that is not the proper place for 

inserting this amendment if it is to be inserted at all. Moreover, we 
are not amending the substantive principle underlying this section. 
We are simply rediu ing the rate of damage from 2o per cent, to 12^ 
per cent. The Maliaraja Sahib has said that one is not a corollary to 
^he otbe,r. T still maintain, Sir, that one is a corollary to the other. 
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lirni of hII, i would request my hon’ble friend the Maharaja Sahib to 
calVnlaie for liiinself how much he will p^et as a landlord if the rate of 
interesf is paid on four instalments of rent and at (>} per cent., and 
how much he will p^et if damages at 12^ ])er ('ent. are allowed! on the 
total aniounl. They wu)uld practh^ally come to the same thing. So it 
is a. rnistahe to assume that the rate of damage is d(»uhle the rate of 
interest. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 

San tosh: I want both. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SIMCH ROY: He is under an 
unfortunate misapprehension that the damages will amount to double 
the mteresl ; that, Sir, is not so, 1 r(‘])eat again. Tlie interest is paid 
on everN hist of rent defaulted. That means 6 j x 4, or 25. Whereas 
tlm rate of damage is only allowable \;]) 1o 25 per cent, on the total 
amount of reni ])lus cost, so^tliat then* is nol nnndi diffeieru'e between 
^he two. 

Maharaja Sir MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOWDHURY, of 
Santosh; As 1 have .said. 1 want both. 

Tho Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAU SINGH ROY : Sir, may 1 request 

the Maharaja Sahib not to be im]mtient ^ I shall rejdy to his que.stion 
later on : In fact, the ex])ression damage here is a misnomer, as is 
evident from the language of sub-section (7), namely, “If in any suit 
brought for the recovery of arrears of rent, and if it appears to the court 
that the defendant has, without reasonable or ])robab]e cause, neglected 
or refused to ])ay the amount of rent due by him, tlie court may award 
to the plaintiff, in addition to the amount decreed for rent and cost, such 
<lamages, not exceeding 25 per cent, on the amount (d' rent decreed, as 
it thinks fit." So there is sufficient discretion left to the court. Where 
the court finds tjiat ]>articular tenant has neglected to pay in spite of 
the fact that he was in a ])osition to pay, damages are allowable: .so. 
what is the justification of introdmung the proviso whi<di the Maharaja 
Sahib now suggests, apart from the fact that this ne^ proviso w’ill be 
inconsistent with tint first provi.so and that it wdll really amend the 
substantive principle underlying the section which we are not doing in 
this Billy Moreover, from the monetary point of view’ it will not make 
much ditl'ereVice, If the rate of interest is brought down from 12^ per 
cent, to (i| per cent., it is only fair that the rate of damage also should be 
brought down from 25 per cent, to 12/. per cent. I may assure him in 
conclmsion that when 1 agree that the landlords should be provided wuth 
a sj)eedy method of realisation of rent, I do not make a mere profession, 
as the Maharaja hi\^ suggested, but I really mean it, both in the 
interests of the landlords and tenants. But I feel that the method 
fibould be direct and more effective. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that at the 
r*n(l of clause 2 of tlie Bill, the following be addecl, namely: — 

^‘and at tlie end of sub-section (2) of the said section, the following 
proviso shall be added, namely: — 

‘Provided that if tlie court is satisfied thai the defendani has inten- 
tionally neglected or refused to pay the amount of rent due by 
• him, or that lie is a habitual defaulter it shall award to the 
plaintiff, in addition to the amount decreed for rent and coat 
both interest and damages at the ])res('ribed rate’.” 

(Tlie amendment was lojit.) 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Tn view 
of the fa(‘t that the passage of the Bill will be didayed if my amend- 
ment is moved, I do not like to move it, although T think it was quite 
justified. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juest ion before the House is that clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 


Title and P ream hie. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before tfie House is that the Title 
and Preamble be added to the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROX: Sir, 1 heg to 

move that the Bengal Tenancy (Second Amenrl\ne,ni) Bill, 1938, as 
settled in Council, be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the fVjigal Tenancy (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1938, as settled in Council, be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the Houses is that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Second Amenf||nent i Bill, 1938, settled in Council, 
be passed. 

The question was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bengal Hates of Interest Bill, 1938, as 
passed by the Assembly, will now be taken up, • 
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The Bengal Rates of Interest Billi 1938. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the B-eiigal Rates of Interest Bill, 19*38, as passed by the 
Assembly, be taken into eonsideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Rates of Interest 
Bill, 19f38, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question* before the House is that the 
Bengal Rates of Interest Bill, 1938, as “passed by the Assembly, be 
laken into consideration. 

The question was agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question hetore the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 

(.'hiuse « . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 
2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 


Schedule. 

Mr. PRE8ID,%NT: The question befoiv the House is that the 
Schedule stand part of the Bill. 

The question w^as agreed to. 


Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Title and Preamble be added to the BilU 
The question was agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Ratefc of Interest Bill, 1938, as settled in Council, be 
passed . 
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Mr; PRESIDENT: 


Bill, 


Motion moved that the Beiiieral Rates of Interest 
1988, as settled in Council, he passed. • 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Berifi^al Rates of Interest Bill, 1988, as settled in Council, he passed. 

• The question was agreed to. 

MTi PRESIDENT; The House will now take up the Bengal Tanks 
Improvement Bill, 19*38, as passed hy the Assembly. 


The Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg to move 
that the Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 19*18. as passed by the 
Assembly, lie taken into consideration. • 

Mo^ PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Tanks Improve- 
ment Bill, 1938, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 tind there is a motion for reference of the Bill 
•to a Select ('onimittee. As the Bill was referred to a Select Committee 
by the Low^r Ho\ise, I rule that the Select Committee motion is burred. 
I will, therefore, put the motion for consideration to vote. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Tanks Improve- 
ment Bill, 1938, as passed by the Assembly, \>e taken into consideration. 

The question was agreed to. 


(lause 1, 

ft 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the Hous^ is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

The question ,wa8 agreed to. 


Clause 2, 

Mr. NUR AHMED; 1 beg to move that in sub-clause *(i) of clause 
2 of the Bill after the words “Co-operative Societies”, the words “any 
other recognised society or public body” be inserted. 

Sir, this is a very simple amendment, the purpose of which is to 
widen the scope of the word “person” in this Bill. The Collector has 
been given the power to declare as to who should be an “authorised 
person”, but in the matter of his choice, the Collector is restricted. 
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A definition has been given m this Bill of who is the authorised person 
and from this definition it apj>ears that an authorised person means a 
local authority, a co-operativp society or any person interested in tanks. 
Jn a village there are other local authorities and societies other than a 
<‘o-operative society, namely, palli-mangal society or village rural re- 
<*onstruction societies, and many other societies, but no power is given 
to the Collector to declare such societies, which are exclusively 
formed for the improvement of the villages, as “authorised person”. It 
is for tlie i)n)i)er working of this Act that this addition is necessary. I 
think 1 need not take much time in impressing on the House the 
necessity of this simple amendment So, 1 appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of this Bill to accept this amendment. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (/) of 
clause 2 of the Bill after the words “Co-operative Society,” the words 
“any other recognised scM-ipty or ])ublic body” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose the amendment on the simjde ground that it is quite ur^neties- 
sary. The words “all ])er8ons” include society or public body, who- 
ever it might l)e. So, J ojjpose the amendment. 

Mft PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-^ 
clause ( 1 ) of clause 2 of the Bill after the words “Co-operative Society, 
the words “any other recognised society or public body” be inserted. 

A division was called. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (juestion before the House is that in sub- 
ciaus(» (/) of clause 2 of the Bill after the words “Co-operative 
Society” the words “any other recognisiMl society or public body” be 
inserted. 

(The amendment was agreeil to.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would suggest to thp Hon’ble 
Minister that’ since the main motion is in his natae, it would be better 
if this amendment is moved by^ some other member. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: May I move this amendment, 
*Sir!^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes. 
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Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, for all the words beginning with 
^‘and include the banks’’ the words “and includes any part of a tank 
and the banks thereof except such portions of thf banks as are home- 
stead, garden or orchard lands” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this I beg to add that the next amendment in my 
name is practically the same, but its wordings appear to be defective. 
So I move this amendment in place of my next amendment and hope 
that this will be accepted by the House. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Ameii.iment moved that in siilM'lause ( 7 ) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, for all the words beginning with “and includes the 
banks”, the words “and includes any part of a tank and the banks 
thereof except such portions of the banks as are homestead, garden or 
orchard lands” he substituted. 

Mr, D. H. WILMER: Mr. President, Sir, T do not wish in any 
way to obstruct this ineaLSure. I would like the Hon'hle Minister to 
consider the position that possibly on all the hanks of the tank may he 
orchards or gardens, in which case the exemption which is conferred 
by this section would make it impossible to carry out the purpose of 
the Act, because no access to the tank could be obtained, Tlierefore, 

* T submit that the amendment should he limited to some extent to 
ensure that access to the tank would be obtained. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the 
exception is already there. Only I have added the word “part”. That 
is the important word added to the amendment. I would draw the 
attention of the hon’ble member to the word “part”. Originally the 
Bill clause as it stands makes an exception in favour of the whole of 
the bank, but now T introduce the word “part”. Sometimes it may 
be that on only a part of the bank of a tank there nlay be orchards or 
homestead. That is the main objective of this amendlnent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub- 
clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, for all the ^vo^d8 beginning with 
“and includes the banks”, the words “and includes any part of a tank 
and the banks thereof except such portions of the banks as are home- 
stead, garden or orchard lands” be substituted. 

(The amendment was agreed 4o.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 
as amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 


4 
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Clause 3. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 
Btaiicl part of the Bill. 

^The question was agreed to.) 

Clause 4. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA BAHADUR, of 
Nashipur: Sir, I beg to move that to stib-clause {3) of clause 4 of the 
Bill, the words “and u copy of the said notme shall be sent by registered 
post to the addn*ss of the zemindar and also to the persons having 
control over the tanks” be added al the end. 

Si]*, this is a simple and most modest request that I am making. 
In Bengal then; ar(‘ very few zemindars who keep the land in lJui'i 
possession, and i)ay revenues to (xovernment. Most of them let out 
their zemindari to tenure-holders and others. So, it is necessary that 
notice sliould be stmt to tlie zemindar as also to the possessor of the 
tank. With Ihese remarks, I move my motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that to sub-clause (J) of, 
<iause 4 of the Bill, the words “and a copy of the said notice sliall be 
sent by registered post to the address of the zemindar and also to the 
persons having control ovei- tlie tanks” be added at th(‘ end. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, this setuns perfectly an innocent 
amendment, but there is only one point on which I would like to have 
A little more light. Because, it may l)e in many cases that there is 
not one zemindar but there are many (‘o-sharer zemindars, or it may be 
the number of persons having control over the tank is quite large, and 
in such cases if notioe by registere<l post is to be sent to every one of 
them, it may mean a great deal of unnecessary expenditure, and also 
in many cases it may lead to all sorts of complications and difficulties. 
If that point is cleared, T do not think there would be’a'ny objection to 
this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the interest 
of the owner 'Is not affected in any way. It is the interest of the person 
having possession of the tank, that is aTected. It is, therefore, unneces- 
sary to serve any notice on the owner. That is the main point. Sir, I 
do not think it is necessary to serve any notice on the zemindar who 
has no immediate interest, because the interest of the person having 
possession of the tank is affected and not the rights of ownership of the 
landlord. So I oppose this amendment. 
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Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE BAHADUR: Sir, there 
is only one point to whieli I should like to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister. The point is this. There aie many tanks, so’ far 
as iny experience goes, which are leased out fn’uu time to time to 
tenants or other persons, and if the zemindar i’oncerned does not get 
a notice, he will he fpiite in the dark as to what requirements are to 
be^ fulfilled, and as soon as the lease is over, the tank may revert to khas 
possession. In such cases difficulty wdll arise and T think both the 
lessee and the zemindai* should be kept iniormed of the a(‘tion taken 
under this Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin* (piestion before the House is that to sub- 
clause (f'j) of (danse 4 of the Bill, the wonIs “and a copy of the said 
notice shall be sent by registered pc^st to t]u‘ address of the zemindar 
and also to persons having control over tlie tanks’’ be added at the 

end. 

0 

(Tlie amendment w'as negatived.) 

Kfian Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, jiractically this is the 
same aintuidment as the previous one except for the ditferciu'c tliat in 
place of the word “zemindar”, it i« “owner” here. So, T do not move 
^ my amendment. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: Sir, my amendment is 
practically the same as the previous one moved by the Raja Bahadur 
ami the only difference is that reference is to “ow^ner” in our amendment 
and 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You do not like to press your amendment. Is 
that so? 

» 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: 1 w/)u)d like to press 
it very much, but as a matter of fact, I am afraid it will share the same 
fate as the previous one. So I do not move. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 4 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 


5 and 6, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses 5 
and 6 stand part of the Bill. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clauses 5 and 6 of 
the Bill, after the words "Co-operative Society’*, wherever they occur, 
the words “any other recognised society or public body” be inserted! 

Sir, this is practically consequential to the amendment No. 3 
which has been carried and when the amendment No. 3 has been 
accepted, my humble submission is that as this is a consequential 
amendment, the House should accept this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clauses 5 and 6 of 
the Bill, after the words “Co-operative Society,” wherever they occur, 
the words “any other recognised society or public body” be inserted. 

c 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in 
clauses 5 and 6 of the Bill, after the words “Co-operative Society”, 
wherever they occur, the words “any other recognised society or public 
body” be inserted. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses 5 
and 6 as amended stand part of, the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
to-moiTow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 7th of 
March, 1939. 
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Members absent: 

The following' inemhers were absent from the meeting held on 
Monday, the Gtli March, IbItOt — 

(1) Sir E. C. Benthall. 

{ 2 ) Mr. Huniayun Keza (Miowdhniy. 

(3) Khan Bah’adnr Kezzakul Haid<T Chowdliiiry. 

(4) Mr. Kainini Knniar Dutta. 

(5) Khan Bahadu] S. Ka/al Ellahl. 

(6) Nawabzada Kainnid'iin }laid(‘i‘. 

(7) Mr. Moliainniad FTos.-sain. 

(8) Mr. T. Lamb. 

(9) Mr, T, McFarlane. 

(10) Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra M’lkherjee. 

/ll) Mr. E. C. Onnoiid. 

(12) Mr. H. r. I’oddar. 

(IH) Rai Saliib .Tiitim]]a Mohan Sen. 

Q4) Rai Bahadur Siuioidra Narayan Sin ha. 
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B. G. Pr««-1939-40-i>9A-750. 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


The Council met in tbe Legislative Cliamlber of tbe Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, tbe 7tb March, 1989, at 2-15 p.m., 
(being tbe fourteenth day of tbe First Session, pursuant to section 62 
(^) (a) of tbe Government of India Act, 1985. 


Mr. President (tbe Hon’lble^ Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Government advertisements. 

84. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Will tbe ilon’ble Minister in 
in charge of tbe Publico'ty Department be ]deased to state — 

(a) tbe principle, if any, in aecordanci* with which Government 

advertisements are placed in ditfereiit daily pajiers in tbe 
province ; 

(b) the names of tbe papers in ubicb such adveitisements were 

placed during tbe course of tbe budget years 1987-88 and 
1988-89; 

(c) tbe amounts of charges paid to these papers in respect of 

advertisements during tbe said tw'o periods and 

(d) if Government advertisements 'were placed at tbe usual rates 

charged 1)> tbe jiajiers or at special rates; and if so, the 
names of the papers which weie paid sp(‘cial rates and tbe 
amounts paid to them month by month during tbe two 
periods ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Publicity Department); (a) The circulation 
of the papers (concerned is the main criterion for placing Government 
advertisements in their columns. 

(h) During the budget year 1987-88, Government used to advertise 
mainly in Star of India^ Amiita Bazar Patrika^ Azad, Kesari (now 
defunct), Hifahadi, Sanjivani and important newspapers in tbe 
mufassil. 

During 1938-89, advertisements were also placed with tbe following 
newspapers in addition to those already mentioned ; — Hindusthan 
Standard, Anaiida Bazar PatriJea, Yugantar, Advance, Asr-e‘Jadid and 
Lohmannya. 
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(c) As the different departments concerned pay for their adrer- 
tifldments direct to the newspapers, the information is not available in 
the Publicity Department. 

(d) No special rate is paid to any newspaper for any Government 
advertisement. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand from the. answer 
given in (/>), that the Sfnr of India leads in circulation? 

The Hon’bte Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; No, Sir, the 
Star of I ndia has not got the highest circulation. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand that Kemri, now 
defunct, is defunct on account of the huge circulation that it once had? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, in spite of 
huge circulation, papers have been known to be defunct, e.g., Forward, 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; With reference to answer (c), is it 
imimssible for the TTon’ble Minisier to collect information even though 
ilT) days’ notice was given? 

11 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: It was very 
difficult to find out the information wanted. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand that this is only 
a way of Iryiug to evade the (jueslion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: No, certainly not. 

Mr. HUMAYUN^ KABIR: flow can Government suggest that 
there has been no attempt to evade the question, when all the expendi- 
ture is met by the Government Departments and accounts must be 
shown in the Budget? 

The Hon’ble, Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: That is not a 
question at all. 


Appointment of the members of the Public Bervice Commission. 

85. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB; {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state who appointed 
the members of the Public Service Commission and what are the names 
of the members? 
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(6) Did the Government lay down rules as to wliat departments and 
classes of officers they are to recommend for appointments P 

(c) Are the Government aware of the feelinp of keen disapi>oint- 
ment amongst the members of the Public Service Commission as their 
i^commendations in some important cases were whittled down by the 
Goyernment ? 

(J)^Will Government be pleased to state the names of persons who 
received the recommendations of the I^ublic Service Commission for 
appointment but the recommendations were not accepted by the (Tovern- 
ment togetlier with the names oh those who have been ap]U)in1ed in those 
posts in their stead by the (government? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Public Service Commission is not allowed 
to use free and unfettered discretion in performing their duties and is it 
a fact that they are unduly interfered with ? 

(/) Jf the answer to part (J) be that the Minister is not pre]»ared to 
supply the information, will Governmcmt ffe ]dease<l to state the ground 
for refusing such information? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (u/The Governor in his discretion 
appointed the members of the Public Service Gommission. The names 
^f the members are — 

E. W. Robertson, Esq., r.i.E., i.c.s. (retd.), Chairman. 

tt.-Col. Sir Hasan Suhrawardy, o.n.E., v.H.s., m.d., n.sc., 

n.lMl., I'.K.C.S. 

S. M. Bose, Esip, M.A., LL.n., Bar.-at-Law. 

(h) The hon’ble member is referred to section 2bt> of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, and Part XIII of the Bengal Public Service 
Commission Regulations, a copy of which is placed iq the Library. 

(c) No; so far as my information goes, there is \io basis for the 
suggestion that there is keen disappointment among members of the 
Public Service Commission. 

(d) I regret I am not prepared to disclose the* names ol carnlidates. 
I also repudiate the suggestion that appointments are given to persons 
outside the panel of names recommend(‘d by the Public Service 
Commission. 

(e) No. 

(/) Disclosing names will neither serve any public interest nor 
would it be fair to the persons concerned. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether per.sons were appointed outside the names of 
persons ,rec-f)m 111 ended by the Public Service Commission? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, m> answer 

in is very clear on this point. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if any appointments were made of persons w^ho had not been 
recommended by the Public Service roinuiission 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Again 1 must say 
that my rejdy in {fh is quite clear on Ibis jw)inj. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased lo state whether some of the persons appolnteil b\ (Tovernment 
were not as a matter of fact named by the Public Service (’ommission? 

The Hon’bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 do not know of 
any instance like this. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR-: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state it the ordei* of preference g*iven hy the Public Service (Commission 
was honoured by the Government in every case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: No, not in every, 

mse. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will lh(‘ Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state tlie reason why he is not pi'e[)ar(‘d to give o\it the names of the 
candidates ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Tlmt is my 
opinion. 

oRoom of the Collector of Calcutta. 

I 

86. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: (//) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in (*bai‘ge of the Revenue Department l)e pleased to state if 
the C\>lleetor of Calcutta sits in a room wdicrc electric^ lights are to be 
kept burning througbout the whole pericxl he is to wn>i‘k in that room? 

(h) Is it a fact that the room is insanitary as not having sulficient 
ventilation and passages for light and air, and is it a fact that the 
health of officers including the present officer occupying the said room 
has been adversely affected? ' 

(c) Do Government propose to take any steps to improve the condi- 
tion of the room? 

{d) If the improvement of the room is not possible, will Govern- 
ment accommodate tlie officer in a room where he can get more light 
and air? 
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MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): {a) Yes. 

(h) The room is neiiher insanilarv nor uuventilated. It is ho\ve\er 
on the gi’ound floor and the windows have to l)e kept closed to prevent 
dust, noise and piihlie gaze. ^ The health of the ofiieer has not been 
adversely affected. 

(r) and {d) Stej^s will be taken to provide alternative a'^commoda- 
tion efsewhere in the Iniilding wlien certain ottices are transterred. 


Re-excavation of the Dholai khal. 

87. Khan Bahadur KAZI ABDUR RASHID: (n) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the (\>inmunicatiinis and Works Department be 
pleased to state it the attention of the (lovernment has been drawn to 
the iillmediate necossilv and urgency of the re-excavation of the khal 
known as the Dholai Ihnl that runs through the hcmit of the Dac'ca 
city?. 

ih) If >so, whal steps have the Government taken upto the present 
time to have it re-excavated as early as possible? 

{(') Is it a fact that the portion oi tlie khal from the Baburbazar 
* ghni near the Dacca Medical School right up to the Nawabpur Bridge 
near* the Rai Saheb's Bazar has been practically silted up owing to 
('on^taiit throwing by the Dacca l\runici]mlity of the sweepings and 
j-efuse matters of the town? 

id\ Is it a fact that owing to silting up of the said Dholai hhal^ the 
health of the pco]jIe inhahiting the lands on cither bank'^ of tin* khal 
is very much affected? 

(c) Is it a far*t that private ptusous have enci’oatdied upon the bed 
of the khal and <!onstructed thereon pvcca buildings for their own 
private purposes, wu’th or without the permissiov of"^he Dacca Munici- 
pality ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Dacca Municipalily sold the lands situated 
on the banks ol'^the khal to private j)ersons at nominal ju’ices hampering 
theieby the natuial flow of water in the khal? 

(g) Are Government aware that a few years back big country boats 
used to ply with merchandise from distant parts of the country through 
this khal almost throughout thy year, and is it a fact that now even 
smaller boats cannot pass beyond the Nawan Bridge even during the 
rains? 

(//) Do the Government propose to aj^point a Committee as early as 
possible to enquire into the pnvblem of the Dholai khal and to draw up 
a scheme to re-excavate the khal? If not, why not? 
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MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) : (ti) This matter was considered at a conference held at 
Uacca on the 2f)th January, 1930, with the then Member in charge of 
the Irrijfation Department in the Chair. The Commissioners of the 
Dacca Miinicij>ality and the Chairman of the Dacca District Board were 
among; those present. ' 

As the scheme of the canalization (>i the Dholai hhal (city portion) 
Was not in the opinion of the experts a practical one, it was dropped 
and the Municipality, to whom the Jchal belongs, was advised to close it. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) , (e) and (/) I do not know. 

(d) I understand that the bhaJ is insanitary. 

(g) I am not aware of the present-day position. 

(h) No. For the reason stated in the reply to (a). 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIRfl With reference to answer (r), )vhere 
the Hon’ble Minister says “1 do not know,” are we to understand that 
no enquiries were made so that the Ilon’ble Minister might know? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; , 

As I have alre^idy said, the matter was gone into in some detail and a 
conference was held, and I have no information on the subject as to 
what happened after that date. 

Resolution regarding Mr. Gandhi’s Fast. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, may I have your permission 
to move the following motion : — 

“That this Council requests His Excellency the Governor forthwith 
to convey to His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India 
this Gouncir.s profound concern for the health of Mahatma Gandhi 
whose vitality, due to the fast over the Rajkot affair, is fast ebbing 
away, with the request that His Excellency may be pleased to help in 
bringing about the termination of the fast by a speedy and satisfactory 
solution of the Rajkot affair and thus save Gandhiji’s life.” 

Mr, PRESIDENT; To-day is a day allotted for transaction of 
official business. If the hoirble member had moved this motion under 
section 38 of our Rules and Standing Orders which gives the Chair the 
right to suspend the rule about notice, the Chair would have gladly 
done so; but the present motion c<unes under .section 118 of our Rules 
and Standing Orders h)r wliich a special day has got to be allotted by 
the Governor. 
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The Chair will, however, communicate this matter to the Govern- 
ment and will let the hon'hle memher know later on if the (lovernment 
found their way to allot some time for this motion* to be discussed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of information, Sir. 
Section ILS <rf the Ben^ul Legislative Council Rules and Standing 
Orders deals with communications between the (\uincil and the Gov- 
ernor, ;jnd lays down that any Address from the (Vmncil to the Governor 
shall be presented through the lb*esident after the motion is made and 
carried in the Council. As a matter of fact, 1 do not bring it under 
section 118, but I rely on the proviso to sub-rule { 2 ) of Rule 38 of our 
Rules and Standing Orders., The rule runs thus: — 

“A matter requiring the decision of the Council is brought forward 
by means of a questioii put b\ the Rresident oji a motion ])ro- 
posed by a member. 

“A member who wisfies to move a piotion (other than a motion 
for which a .specified period is otherwise prescribed ) shall give 
* notice of his intention to the Secretary 10 days before the 
meeting at which he intends to move his motion: 

Provided, — and this is the ])roviso I am relying on, — that the 
Jbesident may in his discretion admit at. any time any 
motion at shorter notice* than that prescribed by any order 
or may admit a motion without notice.” 

In making my motion, 1 s])ecifically mentioned sub-section ( 2 ) of 
section 38 of the Rules and Standing Orders. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: The Chair has already given the 
ruling, Sir, and he cannot proceed further. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Cnder the f)rovisf) <o sub-section { 2 ) 
of section 38 of the Rules and Standing Orders, I reipet'tfully beg to 
submit that you, Sir, may be pleased to suspend the usual rule regard- 
ing notice and ajmit the motion without notice and allow me to move 
it to-day. 

The Hon’bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKEfi: What about 
section Ibr* 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have already explained that the proviso to 
sub-section { 2 ) of section 38 gives power to the President in his discre- 
tion to admit a motion at a shorter notice than that prescribed by any 
order or may admit a motif)n even w’ithout any notice. And I have 
alvso said that the T’hair will be willing to suspend the period of notice 
in tin’s case. But this being an official day, that is a day allotterl for 
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official buhiiies.s, no non-official business can be transacted. As a matter 
of fact, it is beyond the jurisdiction of the Chair to permit this motion 
to be moved to-day. I shall, however, communicate with the Governor 
in connection with the allotment of another day to enable the hon’ble 
member to move his motion under section 118 of the Rules and Standing 
Orders. Meanwhile, this motion does not arise now\ 

The H'on’ble Finance Minister will now jnesent his Su])p]ementary 
Financial Statement for the year 1988-80. 

Presentation of Supplementary Estimate of Expenditure, 

I 

The Hon’ble Mr. KALINI RAN JAN SARKER: Sir, under section 
81 of the Government of India Act, 198'^), 1 beg to present the Supple- 
mentary Estimate of Expenditure that will be necessary during the 
cunent year. The total amount is Rs. 84,08,000, the bulk of which is 
voted. The demands are spread over about 15 major heads and the 
reasons for the anticipated eycess are given in the Explanatory Memo- 
randum. With these few^ w^ords, I present the Su])plementary Estimate 
of Expenditure for the year 1988-89. 

Hon’ble Members: Where is the Memorandum? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Copies of the, 
Memonnidum wall soon be distributed. 

(Co]ues of the Sup])lementary Estimate and Memf)randu!u w^ere 
then distributed to the hoidble nuuubers.) 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I rise on a question of privilege 
of ihis House. During the last session or the session before that, the 
Government were please»l to state that the Leader of this House would 
be apjminted before the House met again. 1 believe this is the second 
session sijice then, and yet no announcement of the Government’s i>olicy 
has been made. ’'Ma^y I enquire through you. Sir, if the Government 
have done anything in that direction or pi’opose to do anything towards 
that end ? 

«. 

Mr. PRESIDENT.: Tlieiv was a communic^ition from tlie Govern- 
ment ai)pointing the Iloiride Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker as the Leader 
of tlie House, lihe hon’ble members wdll perhaps remember that my 
ruling in this connection was that the Leader must be a member of this 
House. 

The House wdll now^ res\ime discussion on the Bengal Tanks Improve- 
ment Bill, 1988. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: What is then the position. Sir, if your 
ruling is that a member of the House shall function as the Leader ol 
the House? 
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The Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Heiip-.il Tanks Iiiipi'ovement 
Bill is now before the House. 


Clause 7. 

The question before the House is that clause 7 stand part of the Hill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED : I do vit)i nn»ve in> aniendinenl, Sir. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: 1 be^^ to move, Sir, 
that clause 7 of the Hill be renuni]>ered as clause 7(7) and at tlie end 
of this, the followinpr new sub-clause lie added, viz. — 

After lakiii}^’ possession ol llie Jank under sub-section (/) of 
section 7, the Oolhu tor shall <'ither appoint aiioilier authorised 
person to carry out the inipro\ (Mueiits or carr\ them out 
himself.’* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendmeni moved that clause 7 of the Bill be 
• renumbered as clause 7(1) and at. the end ot this, tlm followin'*' new 
sub-clause be added, viz. — 

After taking' possessinn of tin* tank under sub-section (7) of 
section 7, the ('ollector shall either ai>point another authorised 
person to carry out the improvements or carry them out 
hijnself.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Government 
are prepared to accept this amendmeni. 

* I' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tl le (luesiiou betore I fie House is tliat clause 7 
of the Bill lie lenumbered as clause 7 <J) ami at the en d of this, the 
following* new spub-clause be added, viz. : — 

After taking* possession of the tank under sub-section (1) of 
section 7, the (bllector shall either, api)oint another 
authorised person to caiT\ out the improvement or carry them 
out himself.” ' 

t 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 7 
as amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 



468 


STTPLEMENTAKY ESTIMATE. 


[7th Mab. 


Clauses 8-12, 

t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The .,uestiou before the House is that clauses 
8, 9, 10, 11 aiul 12 stanil paH of the Bill. 

(Tlie (jue.sTioii was aj^reeil to.) 

Clause IS. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 lie*** to move that in 
clause bS of the Bill, the words “or to take fruits from trees on, or other 
produce from, the banks of the tank” be omitted. 

Sir, this is practically an amendment which is the result of amend- 
ment made in section 2, sub-section (7) where the homestead, garden 
or orchard has been omitted from the definitHin of land. So, in con- 
nection with this part of the section “to take truits'from trees oiv other 
produce” should be omitted, because the (Government is not "oin<^ or 
the authorised j)eison is not jvain^^ to be in possession of that "arden 
or orchard whicl) is situated on the bank. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved, tiial in clause Id of tlie 
Bill, the words “or to hake fruits from trees on, or other jiroduce from, ^ 
the banks of the tank” be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, as the 
hon’ble member has pointed out, it is really fsmse(piential to the amend- 
ment sim^-ested by him in clause 2(7) which was not moved, so far as I 
remember. But I do not tliink this amendment is really necessary to 
make a distinction between trees and orchards, because there mav be 
some trees and the authorised person should have the ri^ht to pluck 
fruits from those trees and to reimburse himself by selling' those fruits. 
So, wliy should herbe deprived of the o])j)ortunit> of doin^’ so. We have 
certainly omitted lorclfards. Orchard is a different thin^* from trees. 
There may be one or two trees in an orchard, and if this amendment 
is accepted, it will deprive the authorised person even jjom that oppor- 
tunity which (Government projmse to f?ive him. T would request the 
hoii’ble member not to press this amendment. 

t' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in 
clause Id of tfie Bill, words “or to take fruits from trees on, or other 
produce from, the banks of the tank,”^be omitted. 

(The question w’as negaitived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 13 
stand part of the Bill.* 

(The question was agrbed to.) 
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Clause 14. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I l)e^ t(» inuve rliat in suh-clause (i) 
ot clause 14 of tlie Bill, f<H* the word “terminated,” the words 

“suspended for Mich period as the (\dlecl<ir determines” he suhstituted. 

« 

Mr. President, Sir, in niovin**- the amendment 1 have to explain the 
si^nifi'cance of this amendment. It appe 4 irs from clause 14 thal when 
the bed of a tank is in possession of an agriculturist who has taken a 
lease tor agricultural t)urp(»si‘s, if such a bed is declared to be 
a real tank and poss(‘ssion is taken by an authorized person, 
in that case on payment iM some compensation, this right will be 
terminated, in this connection, 1 draw the attention of the members 
to sections 12 and 18. Sections 12 and 18 deal wdth the case of a 
per.son other than the owuier who is in jmssession of a tank. Section 12 
says tjiat possession of such a person will be sus])ended practically on 
payment of some compensation, and sectibn 18 diMils with (he right of a- 
person who has got the right of taking fruits from the trees on the 
banks of such tanks, and on jmyment of some (‘oiupmisat irin this right 
also will be suspended. 1 have used the words “siisjiended” inten- 
tionally in respe(*t ot these two clauses 12 ami 18. Beca\ise, from 
anothei’ clause of this Bill it appeal's that when this period of possession 
wull be terminated, this right will be reviverl. but the right emlMxlied 
in clause 14, (hat is the right of an agriculturist who has taken lease 
of a tank, will be terminated for ever. From (dause 21, it appeals that 
only that right will not be revived, although all other rights will be 
revived. That is a very serious aspect of this clause. 4ind this right 
may be a very valuable right, lie may have taken le^ise of the bed of 
the tiink, might hove improved it and might have acijuired the right 
on that portion. Such a valuable right will be teiuiinated forever. 

It ajipears from the section that in the original ^ Bill theie w'as no 
such wording. It only says that he will be e.wmpjed from payment 
of rent during the period of ]jossession. I draw* the attention of the 
Government that his right will only be* suspended and not terminated. 
But this Bill whs altered in the Select Committee and the word 
“terminated” w^as substituted. So m\ verbal auiendment is b) restore 
that right to the agriculturist when the possession pull be terminated. 
I think it is a very reasonable and necessary amendment. I appeal to 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge to accept this amendmeftt. 

f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in suh-clause (/) of 
clause 14 of tlie Bill, for the word “terminated”, ihe word> “^^uspended 
for such period as the Collector determines” be sulistitiited. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I very^ regretfully opjmse this 
amendjnent, because it seems to me that if a tank is re-excavated, then 
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you cannot retain the ri«;^ht of the agriculturist in the bed of the tank. 
The* idea of the proposed Bill is that when derelict tanks are re- 
excavated, tlieir beds cannot be uti]i>ed for purposes of agriculture. 
Now, the amendment moved hy my lion'hle friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
if carried, would still give a right to tlie bed of the tank to the agricul- 
turist who had taken a lease of it for agricultural purposes. 1 think. 
Sir, therefore this amendment should not be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am afraid 
this amendment has been moved on some misapprehension as rightly 
explained by Mr. Humayun Kabir. When the tank is improved, its 
bed will cease to be useful tor agricultural purposes. So, the idea that 
the right of the agriculturist should subsist and he should get another 
chance of reviving his agricultural operations in the bed of the tank 
even after its improvement, seems to be incongruous. I oppose this 
amandment. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, the 
contention of the lloiride Minister is not still (dear to me, because 
clause 21 says tliai the possessors of the bank of the tank will be 
restored to tlicir ])ossessioii and w)iy in that (‘as(^ tlu^ ])ossessor of the 
bed of the tank should not also get ’possession after the tank has again • 
fallen into disuse. If the tank falls iJito disuse, why should not he 
also get hack possession of the bed of the tank and thus he aide to 
cultivate it ? 

The Hpn’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I explain the 
point, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y(.)u cannot make h se»*ninl sj)ei‘«di, hut you can 
merely me(d his j^loints. 

THE Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 would draw 
the hondde member’.s attention to the language of t4ie Bill clause, 
“When the bed or any* ])art of the bed of a tank has been leased out to 

cultivators for agricultural purivoscs (clause 14) ” It will be 

seen that it refers to derelict tanks, parts of which having <lried up 
have been converted to agricultural laud. Now, wlicn the tank is 
improved by excavation, it will eeas^ to he land fit for cultivation. 
The idea underlying the i)resent Bill is to imjuove the lank and when 
that is done, ilie hi*d of the tank will no longer be available for 
agricultural purtH>ses. So that, right of cultivation cannot subsist. 

If the right of cultivation is insisted upon then tl»e tank eannot be 
improve^!. That is why the ameudTiienl is im’onsistent with the object 
of this clause. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Jhe 

position does not seem to be clear even now, Sir, because according to 
clauses 12 and 13, we are thinkinf*- of a continj^cncv happenin^r after 
20 years. We are not tliinkiiio- .of a situation in the immediate future. 
After 20 years, since the possessors of the banks will be restored to their 
possession, why then should not this man who had the rij^ht ot fishiiifz; 
be restored to the possession of the bed? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So lon^^ the tanka 
will remain, the right of tishing will remain there. But the dried up 
tank which has been re-excavated and improved into a good tank full 
of water ('an never be tit for cultivation. That is the simple leason 
why the light ot cultivation cannot subsist. Monmver, In* gets 
compensation, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question befoVe the House is that in sub- 
clause (7) of clause 14 of the Bill, for the word “terminated,” the words 
‘^suspended for such ]>eriod as the Collector determines” be substituted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The qu(*stion before the House is that clause 14 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 


CJauae h), 

Mr, NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that in clause 15 of the Bill 
after the word ^‘drinking”, the wwds “and other domestic/’ be inserted. 

It is a very simple amendment, Sir, and I draw; the attention of 
hon’ble members to section 15 whitdi runs as follows: No person shall 
without the permission of the authorised person use or occupy the tank 
or use the wate/ except for drinking ])urposes, etc. My amendment 
says that for the w'ord “drinking/' the words “and other domestic” be 
inserted, because it appears from this viiry clause that to give power to 
a person to use the w^ater of smdi tanks for drinking only may be 
misconstrued, as a person in that case can only go there and drink 
water, and not be allowed to t^ke water from those tanks for other 
domestic purposes. So, Sir, to avoid this 4lifficiilty, I suggest that 
water of the tanks may be taken not only tor drinking but also for 
other (loujestic purposes. It is a very simple amendment, Sir, and it 
is also a necessary amendment. I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will 
accept the* amendment in order to make clear the meaning of the 
original section. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 15 of the 
Bill, after the word “drinking”, the words “and other domestic” be 
inserted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, personally, 
I do not think that this amendment is necessary, because agricultural 
tanks are situated mostly in the fields and they are not within the 
villages. 8o, the question of domestic* use of waters from tanks in the 
villages will seldom arise. Government, however, do not oppose the 
amendment ; if it is the desire of the House that this amendment should 
be accepted. Government will abide by "the wishes of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 
15 of the Bill, after the word “drinking”, the words “and other 
domestic” he -inserted. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Rai MANMATHA NATS BOSE Bahadur: Sir. may I, ou bclialt 
of Sir Bijoy Pnisafl Sinph Roy, move the next motion, that stands in 
his name? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: I heg to move that to' 
clause 15 of the Bill, the words ‘‘except such portions of the banks as 
are homestead, garden or orchard lands” be added at the end. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendim ‘fit moved : That to clause 15 ot the 
Bill, the words “except such portions of the banks as are homestead, 
garden or‘orchurd lands” be added at the end. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that to clause 
15 of the Bill, the words “except such portions of the banks as are 
homestead, gard^Vi or orchard lands” be added at the end. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

0 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 15 amended stand 
part of the Bill. ^ 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Clause 16. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAI^: I beg to move that in clause 16 
of the Bill for sub-clause {2), the following be substituted, viz. — 

“(2) a loan not exceeding the estimated amount of cost, if 
required, will be advanced by Government at an interest of 
d percent'um per annum to the authorised person to carry 
out the improvement; 
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(J) the entire cost toj?ether with interest at (IJ percent um per 
annum will be recovered from persouf^ whose* lands are 
benefited by the tank/’ 

and the existing- sub-clause (3) be renumbered as sub-clause of the 
Bill. 

*Sir, niy objeci in moving* this amendiiienl is that the whole Jlill 
has really a very good intention of doing some good to the cultivatoi\s, 
particularly in West Bengal and a part of Nortli Bengal, wliere the 
whole country is practically studded with irrigation tanks, most of 
which are dried U]) or are brought under cultivation, and the cultivators 
cannot irrigat(‘ their lands and that is one of tin* reasons why the 
oiittinii ol crops has come down. This Bill, if it can be made workabh*, 
T am sure, will be a great boon to the cultivators of this pprt of Bengal. 
The difficulty, however, is about finance. The cultivators are ieall.\ 
very efjger to have such tanks, but they have not got money to re- 
excavate them. Zemindars 

Mr: HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a ])oint of order. Sir. 
Is this ann*ndni(*nt in o]‘der, because it provides for (*xpen(lituri‘ Irrmi 
the revenues of the province? 

* The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I. loo, was Koiu».' 
to take that obj(*ction, Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may f speak on the point ot order 
raised by Mr. IJamidul 11 uq Chovvdhury? T would suggest that the 
objection j’aised by the Deputy President is not valid for the . following 
reasons: ft has been provided in the course of the Hill that the 
Oolleotor will decide in certain cases whether he is to make ovej' a 
particular tank to an authorised person or a co-()j)erative society in 
order to carry out impiovenjents to the tank. Thcreypre, a gr(‘at d(‘al 
of discretion is rcserv(*d to the Collector as to whetln*]' lie should under- 
take such excavation at all or not. Tf that pow(*r of discrc'tion is 
reserved to the Collector, to provide in the Bill that certain fumls may 
be advanced by the Government is not ultra r/rr.s‘«of the poweis of this 
House. 1 may draw your attention to an anieiidinent which was 
carried in this House last year, where a particular amount of money 
had been provided by Government with regard to the Famine Insurance 
Fund and this House increased jihe amount of that grant. We know 
that this House has no power to originate a Money Bill, or to place any 
new charge upon the revenues of the province. But here in the Bill 
that is already before us, the amendment only seeks to provide for 
certain cases in whicli under certain conditions the Collector might 
^dvance money to a jierson who undertakes to carry out such reforms 
of the tanks; T woxdd further suggest that you, Sir, may be pleased 
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to interpret the rulevS so as to extend the powers of this House as far as 
possible. If any objections are to be raised, they may be raised 
elsewhere, by those who might have any objection to raise. I hope, 
that you, Sir, will allow us to proceed with the Bill and in this way try 
to increase tlu* powers of ihis House. 

I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think tin* hon’ble member who raised this 
objection had section 82 (*3) of the* Government of India Act, lOdo, in 
mind, according to which “A Bill wdiich, if einn ted and brought into 
operation, would inv<dve (*xpenditur(* tiom the revenues of a province 
shall not be passed by a Lhambei <jf the Legislature unless the Governor 
has r(‘com mended to that Chamber the consideration of the Bill.” 

So it will be seen that no such Bill can be passed by a ('hamber of 
the Legislatafure unless the Governor has recommended the considera- 
tion of that Bill. So, the question at this stage is not wdiether this 
House* or the Lower House can i)ass a Bill, wdiich involves any 
expenditure from the revenues of the province, without the ])ermission 
of the Governor. That question will really be relevant at the time of 
passing the Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The matter comes under 
section 82 (/) (b). It has been inlroduced in the liower House 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The (piestion of iirtroduct ion does not matter. 
Section 82 (1) (b) is not concerned with the above matter, be(‘ause it 
was introduce<l in the other House. We are now' considering the Bill 
as settled in the Ijow'cr House. The point laised comes under 
section 82 (-‘i). There is no <|uestion of this House or that House 
having certain powders or not. There is no distinction betw'eeii one 
or the other Cliamber of the Provincial liCgislature here : the sanction 
of the Governor'' will be necessary in the case of both Houses before 
a Bill which provides for expenditure from the revenues of the province 
is fiiiallg passed. 

% 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Section 82 (7) (b) 

reads as follows : ' A Bill or amendment making provision for regulating 
the borrow'inp of money or the giving of any guarantee by the province, 
or for amending the law with re^spect to any financial obligations 
undertaken or to be imdertaken by the province, etc., shall not be 
introduced except on the recommendation of the Governor, and a Bill 
making such provision shall not be introduced in a Legislative Ck)uncil. 
Does not this question of a grant of a loan (*ome under that section, 
as it is tantamount to guaranteeing the funds of this province for a 
certain purpose ? ‘ 
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Mr. E. C. ORMOND: I rio not know, Sir, if it will be of any 
assistance to you 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, may 1 be jiermiUed to 
draw attention to clause 17 of this Bill in which the (Government lias 
undertaken a monetary charge as in 17 (h), viz., that tlie (kdleclor 
in carrying out the purposes of this Act in respect of a tank will also 
take cliargt‘ of tanks and re-excavate or improve ihem)^ So (ioverii- 
ment has already undertaken a ^naneial charge in this Bill, k'urther. 
Sir, 1 request thal I may be permitted to alter my amendment to the 
following eifect, namely thaJ instea<l of the word “will” in the second 
line, the words “may be’’ be substituted, so that the advance of a loan 
will only be discretionary and not binding. In that ease, it will not 
be a charge on the provincial revenue. Tf you will kindly ])ei‘mit me 
to altef my amendment accordingly 


Mrt PRESIDENT: 1 consider that your amendment is out of or<Ier. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur; 1 beg to move, on 
*behalf of Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, that for sub-clause of 

clause 10 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be substituted, name- 

ly:- 

''{a) to any person in respect of that portion of his land for 
which he had the riglit to use the water at the time when 
possession was first taken of the tank under thi}4 Act.’’ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That for sub-clause 
(2){a) of clause lb of the Bill, the following sub-claufif" be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(rt) to any person in respect of that portion of his land for whicb 
he haa the light to use the water at tjie time when posses- 
sion was first taken of the tank under this Act.” 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I think 1 
should explain the necessity for^this amendment. The idea is that 
the owners of lands which had rights of irrigation in these tanks 
before improvement should continue to enjoy those riglits at a 
favourable rate, only with regard to that portion of the holding or 
those lands which had such a right, and not with regard to all landc 
that may lielong to the owners of such hohjings. That is the real 
intention of this amendment 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question hetore the House is that tor sub- 
clause {2) {a) ot clause Hi of the Bill, the followiiifr sub-clause be 
substituted, namely 

“(o) to any person in resjiect ol that iiortion of bis land for which 
lie had the rig:ht to use the water at the time when posses- 
hion was first taken under this Act.” 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 


Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: Sir, I beg to move 
that in sulM'lause (2) of clause Hi of the Bill for the word ‘^pay- 
ment” wherever it occurs, the word “receipt” be substituted. 

Sir, this is a clerical omission. I think the proper word should 
be “receipt” and not “payment,” and as such should be acce'pted. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved tliat in sub-clause (2) of 
clause Hi of the Bill, for th(‘ word “payment" wherever it ociairs, the 
word “receijit” be substituted. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question before the House is that in sub- 
clause {2) of clause Hi of the Bill, for the word “])a\ment” wlierever 
it occurs, the word “recidpt” be substituted. 

(The amendment w^as agreed to.'* 


Rai MANMAJHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: Sir, I beg to move 
that after sub-crause» (2) of clause Hi of the Bill, the following sub- 
clause be inserted, namely: — 

I 

“(2hn) The O(dlector shall dtd<‘iiiiiue the extent of the .rights to 
use the water of tln‘ tank foi* irrigation purposes to be 
conferred on diherent persons by permission granted under 
sub-section (2').” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after sub-clause (2) of 
plause Hi of the Bill, the following sub-clause be inserted, namely: — 

“(2) The Collector shall determine the extent of the rights to 
use the water of the tank for irrigation purposes to be con- 
ferred on different persons by permission granted under sub- 
section (2).” 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after sub- 
clause (.^,) of clause lb of tlie Bill, the following sub-clause l>e insejled^ 
namely : — 

'^(2) {a) The Collector shall iletenniiio the extent of the rights 
to use the water of the tank for irrigation purposes to be 
conferred on different persons by permission granted under 
sub-section (-2).” 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sii*, I beg to move that after sub-clause 
{2)(a) of clause 10 of the Bill, tin* lollowing Explanation be inserted, 
viz.— 

^^Ex^phination.—lih^' words ‘any jierson' referred to in sub-clause 
{a) of this clause includes suq’cssor in interest.” 


Sir, clause 10 says, “during the jieriod of possession, all right to 
use the water of the tank for irrigation purposes shall vest in the 
authorised person and no person shall use the water of the tank for 
• such purposes except as ])rovided in sub-section {2).'' Then sub- 
idause {2) says, “on ])ayj)ient of a fee at the rat(* fixed under section 
17, the authorised person shall giunt permission to use the water of 
the tank for irrigation purposes." Here, the words are “authorised 
person” and my explanation is to extend the authojised person to 
include his successor. So, wherever the word “person” has been used 
in this clause, along with tliat “and his suci*essor” may be mentioned. 
If the Government want to give power to reserve the right of the 
person who used to take water from the derelict tank, then they 
should extend to his successor in interest, because during these 20 
years that person may die and his successor will he* deprived of this 
valuable right. So my amendment is to extend the scojie of the words 
“any person” to include “liis succes.sor !n interest.” 1 hope the House 
will acce])t this ver\ simiile amendment. 


Mr, PRESIDENT; Amendment moved that afteV sub-clause (2)(a) 
of clause 16 of the Bill, the following Explanation be inserted, viz. — 

''Explanation . — The words ^iny person’ referred to in sub-clause 
(a) of this clause includes successor in interest.” 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, the Gov- 
ernment are prepared to accept this amendraont. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after 
subiclause (^) (a) of clause 16 of the Bill, the following Explanation 
■ be inserted, viz. — 

* ^Explanation . — The words ‘any person’ referred to in sub-clause 
(a) of this clause intdudes successor in interest.” 

« 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 


Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 
16 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

t 

(The question was agreed to.) 


Clause 17 . • ^ 

Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: Sir, I beg to move 
that for sub-clause (2) of clause 17 of the Bill, the following be substi- 
tuted, viz. — 

“(i?) The rate of fees i)ayable in rt'speci of land for the irrigation 
of which any person luub at Ihe time when possession was t 
taken of the tank under this Acl, no righi 1o use the water 
of the tank shall be fixed so as to exceed by fifty per cent, 
of tile rate of fe(‘s payable in respect of land for the irriga- 
tion of which a person had such a righi.” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: M( ition moved thal for sub-clause (2) of clause 
17 of the Bill, the following be substituted, viz. — 

^\2) The raty of fees payable in respect of land for the irrigation 
of whivh any person had, at ihe time when possession was 
taken of the tank upder this Act, no right to use the water 
of the tank shall be fixed so as to exceed fifty per cent, 
of the rate^ of fees payable in respei't of land for the ijri- 
gation of which a person had such a right.” 


Mf. HUMAYUN KABIR: May J suggest, Sir, that amendment 
No. 32 be also moved along with this, because otherwise that will 
become useless. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Nur Ahmed, you may move amend- 
ment No. 32. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that iu sub-clause { 2 ) 
of clause 17 of the Bill, for the word “fifty’’ the word “twenty-fire" 
be substituted. This clause runs as follows: — - 

“The rate of fees payable by persons who at the time when 
possession was taken of the tank under this Act liad no 
right to use the water of the tunk for irrigation ])iir{)oses, 
^hall be fixed so as to exceed by fifty per cent, the ratt‘ of 
fees payable by persons who had such a riglit.'* 

Sir, what I mean is that a distimdioii is to be made betwtHMi the 
person wlio had th(‘ riglit 1(^ use the water of the tank and ilio.se who 
had no right at the time when ])ossessioii wa.s taken. Sir, 1 admit that 
there should be some distinction, but 50 pei- cent, in my humble 
opinion seems to be too exorbitant. So, I pro])ose in m,\ aniemlinent 

to reduce it- to 25. 

# 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Further amendment moved that in sub-clause 
* 

(2) of clause 17 of the Bill, for the word “fift\“, the word “twenty- 
five” be substituted. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR; Sir, 1 would suggest to the llon’ble 
Minister to accept this amendment, jiarticularly in view of the new 
amendment which he himself has had moved by liai l^ahadur Man- 
inatlia Nath Jfose. For, formerly a distinct^)!! was made only between 
those who had a prior riglit and those who did not have a right to use 

the water of the tank, but the new pro])osed sub-clause (2) makes a 

distinction not only between those who had ])revious riglit and those 
who had no siK-li previous right, but also in respect of the different 
classes of tlie land of the same jiroprietor. So, if (lie new sub-(dause is 
accepted, — as veiy likely it will be, — even a iier on^who has a light 
to use the water of the tank will have the right 1o us(‘ it only in 
lespect of those portions ol his land vver which he had a pievious 
right. Any oIIk^j' portion of his land would be in the same category 
as the land of a person who had no right whatsoever. So, this will in 
effect mean further narrowing down the class of persons who have 
the rigdit to use the water of the tank at a reduceif rent. Thiuefore, 
since this further restriction has been sought to be introduced at the 
instance of the Hon’ble Bevenii^ Minister, I would .suggest that the 
difference between the two rates should not be exorbitant. If it is 50 
per cent., then even a person who ha$ the right to use the water in 

respect of a particulai' plot of land would not have the right to use 

water of the tank in another plot of land unless he paid 50 per cent, 
extra. This, I think, enhances the force of the argument already 
advanced by Mr. Nur Ahmed, * 
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The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment, and I support the amendment which has been 
moved on my behalf by llai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose. 
The object of my amendment is to bring- it in line with the amendment 
which stands in my name and which has been already accepted by 
the House, namely, amendment No. 24. What is the position now? 
It is the lands which have the rig-ht to get water from particular 
tanks and not the owmers of those lands. Tlie right in fact goes with 
the land. Now those lands enjoy tlie riglit of irrigation free of any 
])ayment, hut after improvement tJiey will have to pay .xmie fees in 
order to enable the authorised person to* reimburse himself. So, where- 
as the owners of those particuilar ])lots now* enjoy the right of irrigation 
without any payment, in future after improvement they will have to 
pay certain fees. Thus, it is only fair that, that right should be 
limited to those particular plots. We have made a distinction between 
the old riglits and new rights. It is also ver\ fair that lambs wliich 
used to ])ay nothing and used to get water should be allowed to have 
water at a concession rate. Take for instance the owner of a particular 
plot of land who ]>ays 2 annas per acre. The owner of a land which 
never had any such rigiit of taking water from a particular tank should 
pay 4 annas 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: No, 4 annas. Fifty per cent, more, 
so it is If annas. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 beg your 
pardon, it is if annas. Is it very unfair that the owner who had no 
such right should lie called u])on to pay H annas, whereas the owner 
of the land which used to get watm- without any payment should 
pay 2 annas? What is the justification of making a present of 25 
per cent, ciomession to the owner of the land which never used to 
get any water ouf of the tank. That is why I oppose this amendment, 
Sir. * " ‘ 


Mr, PRESIDENT: The <|uestion before the HmJse is 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: WEich one will you put first. Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall put the amendment of Bai Bahadur 
Manmatha Nath Bose first. If it ils carried, then alone the other 
amendment will be relevant. If it is not carried, the second one will 
be \iseless. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 venture to submit, that will not be 
quite correct. Sir, becau^ the second amendment of Mr. Nur Ahmed 
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will stand in any oase. The second one refers to sub-clause ( 2 ) of 
clau.se 17 of the Bill. If, Sir Bijoy Prasad’s amendment is* not 
accepted, it will refer to the Bill clause as it sta'uds. If this amend- 
ment is cairied, then No. .32 becomes meaningless. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, he has given an amendment to the main 
proposition and not an amendmeni to an amendment. So J put Mr. 
Xnr Ahmed’s amendment first. 

The (jnestion before the House is that in sub-elause ( 2 ) of clause 
17 of the Bill, for the word “fifty” the word “twenty-five” be substi- 
tuted. 

Tlie House divided : — 

AYES 3. 

Mr. Nor Ahmed. I Mr. Numayin Kabir. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi Mohammad Ibrahim. > t 


NOES— 20. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Mofbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Kader Bakth. 

• Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bote. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mr. Khorthed Alam Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Rezzakul Haider Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Khan Bahadur AlhadJ Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 
Khan Bahadur Syed Mohammed Qhuiul Huq. 
Khan Bahadur Muhammad Aiaf Khan. 

The motion was lost. 


Khan Sahib Subidali Molla. 

Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahaman. 

Mr. Mukhletur Rahman. 

Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Raihid. 

Rai Sahib Indu Bhutan Sarker. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shamtuzzoha. 

Mr. Sailetwar Singh Roy. 

Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan Sinha. 

Raja Bahadur Bhuptndra Narayan Sinha. of Naihl- 
pur. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before llie House is that lor 
sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 17 of the Bill the foil be substituted, 

viz. — 

• 

“(i?) The ra|e of fees payable in respect of land for the irrigation 
of which any person had, at the tim^ when jiossession was 
taken of the tank under this Act, no right to use the water 
of the tank shall be fixed so as to excee(> by fifty per cent, 
of the rate of fees payable in respect of land for the 
irrigation of which- ^ person had such a nglit.” 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 
17 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 
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Clauses 18-20. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses 
18, 19 and 20 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 


Clauses- 21 and 22. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses 
21 and 22 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 


Clause 23. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR riAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 23 of the Bill, for sub-clause (/), the following be substituted, 
viz. — 

“(i) If at any time after the possession of a tank is restored under 
section 21, the tank, in the opinion of the (hdlector, falls 
into disrepair, the (kdledtor may, of his own motion or on * 
the application of any person interested in the tank, pro- 
ceed as provided under section 3 of the Act.*’ 

Sir, my object in moving this amendment is that if the tank has 
fallen into disrepaii- — and ])robably it will fall into disrepair — because 
the man Who will take charge of the tank may not be able to, or will 
not mainUiiii it, because he is not going to get any fees from the 
persons who are really benefiting. So, he will take no interest in 
keeping the tank ^ in proper order. If it again falls into disrepair, 
the Collector will ^take* the same step as it was originally done. There- 
fore, unless this is done, all the tanks that will have been repaired 
will again fall into a state of Hisrepair. 

Mr. PRESIDENT^ Amendment moved : That in clause 23 of 
the Bill, for sub-ylause (7), the following be substituted, viz. — 

“(7) If any time after the possession of a tank is restored under 
section 21, the tank, in the opinion of the Collector falls 
into disrepair, the Collector may, of his own motion or on 
the application of any person inteiested in the tank, pro- 
ceed as provided under section 3 of the Act.” 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 
think that this amendment is necessary. First of all, there is a 
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distinction between a derelict tank and a tank which gets into dis- 
repair after improvement. The idea is that the Collector should ,not 
wait till a tank becomes a derelict tank again. The moment he finds 
that the tank is getting into a state of disrepair, he will step in. 

Khatt Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Fnder 
wliat clause of the Bill will he step in? 

The HorPble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Fnder clause 
23, Sir. Moreover, if this amendment is accepted, it will be placing 
a definite statutory duty on ttie person in |)()ssession, to whom the 
possession is made over. Now tlie Bill clause leads as follows: — 

‘'The persons to whom possession of a tank has been restored 
under section 21 and their successors in interest shall, sub- 
ject to any subsisting contract, be responsible for main- 
taining the tank in proper conditiori.” 

f 

So if the Khan Bahadur’s amendment is uctepted, that duty goes. 
Therefore, I oppose this amendment. 

MTi PRE8IDENT: The (]uestion befon* the llous(‘ is that in clause 
2e3 of tlie Bill, for sub-clause (/), the following be substituted, viz; — 

• 

“(i) If at any time after the possession of a tank is r(‘stored under 
section 21, the tank, in the opinion ot the Collecdor falls into 
disrepair, the (killector may, of his own motion or on the 
application oj any person interested in the tank, proceed us 
provided under section 3 of the Act.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mfi PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that clause 

23 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.; 

Clause 24. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 

24 stand part of the Bill. * 

(The question was agreed to.) 

» 

Clause 25. 

Rai MANMATHA NATH B08E Bahadur: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 25 of the Bill, for the words “or by any other person,” the 
words “or among any other persons referred to in sub-section {2} of 
section 16” be substituted. ’ 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 25 of the 
BilJ, for the words “or by any other person,’’ the words “or amonj^ 
any olher persons referred to in sub-section (2) of section IG” be 
substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlie question before the House is that in clause 
25 of the Bill, for the words “or by any othei person,” the words “or 
among any other persons referred to in sub-section (2) of secti/m 16” 
l)e substituted. 

(The anieiKlnient was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The fjnestion before* the House is that clause 25. 
as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 


f:iausfs 26-20. 

* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses 
26, 27, 28 and 29 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Clau.<^e *30. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question betoie the House is that clause 30 
stand pari of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 


CImfsrs 

s 

Mr. PRESIDENT: J riie question before the House is that clauses 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37 stand part of the Bill. 

(The (|uestion was agreed to.) 

Title ami Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Title 
and Preamble be added to the Bill. • 

(The question was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to move 

that the Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938, as settled jin Council, 
be passed. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mot iou iiioxed that the ]ieiig:al Tanks Jmi)roYe- 
meiit Bill, 19118, as settled in he passed. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question hetore the House is that the 
Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 19'I8, as settled in ('oiineil, he passed. 

* (The question was agreed to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT; The House will now lake up the ihmgal 
Dentists Bil), 1988. 


The Bengal Dentists Bill, 193S. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I ])eg to move that the 
Bengal Dentists Bill, 19*)S, as passeil hy tlie Assemhly, h(^ taken into 
eonsiiferation. . 


Mt. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That tin* Bengal Den lists Bill. 
1988, as passed l)y I he A>.s<‘mhly. he taketi into consideration. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The ([uestion helore the House is that the 
Bengal l)enlist> Bill, 1988. as ]>assed hy the Assionhly, he taken into 
consideration, 

(The question was agreed to.) 


Clauses UlL 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion het'ore tiu" House is that clauses 1 
to 11 .stand part of tlie Bill. 

(The (juivslion was agreed to.) 


Clause 12. 

v.» 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur; Sir, I beg to 
move that in clause ]2 of the Bill, in sub-clause (.‘?), after the words 
‘^any persoii,” the words “at least matriculate of an Tndjan University 
or any similar qualificatioir’ he inserted. 

I do not think, Sir, that any speech is necesasry to explain the 
object of the amendment. The amendment is a very simple one. In 
my opinion, the Matriculation Examination of an Indian University 
should he the minimum standard, otherwise, the clause ^i\\ have no 
meaning. ‘ Medicine and Surgery are after all technical subjects and no 
one, not well qualified academically, is expected to be able to follow 
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the lectures delivered in the classes and that is why I want to pres- 
cribe a minimum qualification, namely, Matriculation, tor this purpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: That in clause 12 of the 
Bill, in sub-clause (2), after the words “any person,’^ the words “at 
least matriculate of an Indian University or any similar qualification” 
be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to oppose the 
amendment. If this amendment is cariied, a large number of dentist- 
practitioners will be excluded from practising and that will not be 
desirable. At present, the number of dentists in this province is very 
small, and they cannot cope with the work that has to be done in this 
province. Tfierefore, if my friend wants to restrict the practice of 
dentistry only to matriculates, it will operate as a very great hardship 
to tliose dentists who are not matri(*ulates, but who are still being 
allowed to practise and who, are practising — at least some of them — 
very efficiently. Therefore, I think that my friend will not preks the 
aineiidnumt, but will withdraw it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question beiore the House is that in clause^ 
12 of the Bill, in sub-clause (2), after the words “any person,’’ the 
w^oials “at least matriculate of an Indian University or any similar 
(jualification” be inserted. 

(The question w^as negatived.) 

Rai kISHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE BahaAir: Sir, I beg to 

move that to clause 12 of the Bill, the following sub-clause he added at 
the end, namely : — 

“(^) That BcKard juiay permit the registration under this Act of any 
person wdio has obtained a Certificate or Diploma after duly 
completing his or htr course and curriculum from the City 

Dental College and Hospital, Calcutta.” * 

« 

Sir, my object^ in bringing forward this amendment is that in the 
original clause mention has been made of the Calcutta Dental College 
only, wdiereasi the City Dental College and Hospital is also no less 
competent to train students for this particular degree. If that be so, 
then I think the City Dental College and Hospital should also be 
included. That is my object. It may be said by the Hon’ble Minister 
that this College is not efticient enough to train students for this degree, 
but I will be sorry to have to joint issue with him if he puts forward 
that argximent. That is qll I have got to say in regard to my amend- 
ment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that to clause 12 of the Bill» 
the following* suh-elause be added at the end, iiaiiiel;\ : — 

“(^) The Board may permit the rej^istration under this Act of any 
person who has obtained a Certifi<*aie or Diploma after duly 
coinpletino* his or her course and curriculum from the City 
Dental Collci'e and Hospital, Calcutta.’’ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, witli repaid to this anumdnient 
which lias been moved by Kai Keshal) Chandra Jlanmjct* Ibihadur, I 
would suppest that even thouph we have a preat deal of sympathy with 
the amendment, this is not^jirobably tlie pro]ier ])la(^e for moving it; 
because here there is mention only of pencral ijualifications and it is 
the Schedule which provides with repard to particular colleges or 
particular types of (jualifications whicli are necessary for repistration. 
Here, it is only stated that the Board may permit the lepistrat ion under 
this Act of any person who possesses any qualification of this type or 
of that type and so foith, and also mentions that certain jiersons having 
certain qualifications 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Under the Jiules and Standing 
Orders we i*an put it in the ])ropcr place, if it is accepted by the House. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Well, it it is shifted there, 1 have no 
objection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 have to oppose this 
amendment. So tar as the City Dental College is concerned, my friend 
wants to take the responsibility upon himself to give a certificate to 
the ('ity Dental (bllege that the courses of study obtaining in that 
college are high enough for registering the persons who may jiass 
out of that College. But our reports are otherwise. This (fity Dental 
College was established only a few years back an<l understand, Sir, 
that the College has not yet attained that efficiency that is desired. 
And also. Sir, I may ])oint out that under the present scheme of the 
legislation, no (‘ollepe is excluded for ever from coming unde” the 
scheme. The City Dental College is not also ex'cluded. If on exami- 
nation at any time, it is found that tlm (ourses of study in the City 
Dental College are high enough, then that (’ollege may be included by 
Government under the Schedule on the recommendation >of the Board. 
Therefore, Sir, it will be premature to include that (.’ollege in the 
Schedule, because I think, Sir, that will be prejudicial to Dental 
Surgery in this proviiuie. I hope, therefore, Sir, that this amendment 
will not l)e accepted by the House. 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BA NERJEE Bahadur: Sir, on a point 
of personal explanation. When I moved this amendment, the question 
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of responsibility bein<< taken upon myself did not arise. What I'wShted 
to |\oint out was this, that the standard of the Calcutta Dental College 
has been raised only recently, whereas 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The hon’ble member is not 
entitled to a second speech. He can merely otter an explanatit)n 
arising* out of the speech of the Hon'ble Minister on the point of 
responsibility. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 desire. Sir, on behalf of the 
Congress Party, to support the motif)n which has been moved b> Pai 
Bahadur Keshab (^haiidra Banerjee. Now, the Ilon’ble Minister 
stated that the City Dental College and Hospital is of recent origin; 
but I find, Sir, that as a matter of fact this (.'ollege was founded so 
far back as ll)d2. On its executive committee 1 find also the names of 
very eminent surgeons and physicians - 

Dr. F. N. Desai, M.ii.a.s. (Bombay), (\ /((’-President), 

Dr, B. Boy, \i.n. (Oold Medalist), 

Mr. Mulchand Agarwalla, 

Maulaiia Khairul Anam Khan. 

The Secretary is Dr. B. D. Oupta. There are members of the execu- 
tive committee who are doctors of eminence and who are also professors 
of this College and give instructions to the students of this College. 
So, when in the Schedule Dr, Ahmed's (College lia.s been included, there 
is absolutely no reason why this City Dental College and Hospital 
should not he included also. 

May 1 in this connection, Sir, draw \out attention to another 
amendment of a i^imihir nature which has been tabled b.\ m\ friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed.' He has also wanted to correct it in the Schedule; 
that in the Schedule attached te the Bill, in the Indian List, in Article 
I, after the words “the Calcutta Dental College an^ Hospital,” the 
words “and the City Dental College and Hospital, Calcutta,” be added. 
May 1, Sir, in this connection say that this portion of the amendment 
of my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed may also be considered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That cannot be considered now. That will be 
considered at the proper time. 

Mr. LA|.IT CHANDRA DAS: Very well. Sir. With these words, 
Sir, r support the amendment moved by my friend Bat Bahadur 
Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 
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Mf/^KADER BAKSHi Mr. President, Sir, as our friend Mr. Das 
has read out the constitution of the raauaKing comn.ittee of the City 
Dental College and Hospital, I find from ii tliat .1 large nuinher, why 
almost all of them, are people from outside Bengal. As Bengalees we 
cannot have any sympathy with'an institution in which, except Maulana 
K]iairul Anam Khan, all are men from outside the province. Moreover, 
Sir, I think that the College has not as yet attained sncli efficiency as 
to be Included in the Schedule now. What is tlie harm if we wait for 
some years and see if it attains that eminence which is desirable for 
a College of this type. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

Mr. President, Sir, I have no personal knowledge about the College, 
but from the speech of the Hon’ble Minister, 1 galher lhai ihe City 
Dental College is not efficient enough to be listed in the Schedule at 
the jiresent moment. But in future, if it is found that its work is 
satisfactory and it lias come up to the ^standard, it will be so done. 
I caynot understand what is the harm ih it be placed in the Schedule 
and later on if it is found inefficient, then the name of the College 
miglit be struck off. With these remarks, Sir, T support tlie amend- 
ment of m> friend Bai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 

Mr. E. G. ORMOND: Mr. President, Sir, if T have read clauses 12 
and 20 ariglit, I would beg leave to point out to the hon’ble members 
of this House that the present scheme of section 12 is that the Board 
may permit registration of individuals as dentists. Then, tin* scheme 
under section 20 is tliat the Provincial Government may after consulta- 
tion with the Board alter the Schedule so as to permit the registration 
of institutions being made additional to the Schedule or so as to take 
off institutions from registration on the Schedule if they are not 
suitable. Therefore, Sir, the Bill as it stands fully entitles the Pro- 
vincial Government, after consultatioji with the.Boa^d, to register the 
name of this particular institution. 1 would respectfully suggest. Sir, 
that to put in a separate section in the 'body of the Bill relating to this 
particular institution, putting it in a position quite different to the 
other institutions mentioned in the Schedule, is not the correct way of 
dealing with the matter. I would respectfully suggest also. Sir, that 
it will hav,e the anomalous effect of making this institution capable of 
being registered by the Board only while the other institutions men- 
tioned on the Schedule wull require to be registered by the Provincial 
Government plus the Board. I would suggest. Sir, that it would be 
upsetting the scheme and harmony of the Act, and in this view I would 
suggest. Sir, that the hon’ble members of this House may vote against 
this particular motion and reserve their decision until thft question of 
whether the name of this particular institution is considered by hon’ble 
3 - 
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members of this House to be sufficiently efficient to entitle it to be 
inclhiled among the list of institutions mentioned on the Schedule is 
decided. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you support, if this is in the 
Schedule ? 

Mr. E. C. ORMOND: I am not aware of the efficiency of this 
College. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The queslion before^ 1 he House is that to clause 
12 of the Bill, ihe following sub-clause be added at the end, namely: — 

‘‘(^) The, Board may permit the regisi ration under this Act of any 
person who Ijas obtained a C ertificate or Diploma after duly 
completing bis or her course and curriculum from th^ City 
Denial (Vdlege and Hospital, Calcutta.” 


The House divided: — 


AYES— 13. 


Ral Bahadur Kathab Chandra Banarjta. 
Rai Bahadur Manmaiha Nath Bou. 

Mr. Sriih Chandra Chakraverti. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

Mr. Kanai Lai Qotwami. 

Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. Narosh Nath Mookerjoo. 

Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerjee. 

Mr. Ranajit Pal Choudhury. 

Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhutan Roy. 

Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan Sinha. 

Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan Sinha, of Nathi- 
pur. 


NOES— 25. 


Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Motbahuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Kader Bakth. 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mr. Khorihed Alam Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Razzakul Haider Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. o 

Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Muhammad Eimail. 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguion. 

Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hoiain. 
Khan Bahadur Syed Mohammad Qhaziul Huq. 
Khan Bahadur Mauivi Mohammad Ibrahim. 


The amendment was lost. 


Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 
Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim. 

Khan Bahadur Muhammad Aiaf Khan. 

Mr. J. McFarlane. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Molla. 

Begum Hamida Momin. 

Mr. E. C. Ormond. 

Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman. 

Mr. Mukhieiur Rahman. 

Mr. Nagendra Narayan Ray. 

Mr. Sailetwar Singh Roy. 

Mr. D. H. Wilmer. 


before the House is that clauses 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question 
12 to 18 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 
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Clause 19. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I to move that after clause 19 of the 
Bill the following new clause inserted, viz. — 

• ‘'19A. (1) Any local authority may, after previous ])ublication, 

make by-laws prohibiting unregistered persons from 
practising as dental practitioners or members of the dental 
profession within tlie area subject to its authority and may 
in such by-law provide that any person practising in 
contravention of •such b>-law or any person abetting such 
practice shall be liable to a tine wliich may extend to fifty 
rupees for a first offence or to a fine which may extend to 
two hundred and fifty rupees for a second or subsequent 
offence. 

(^) If any local authority being so required and within the time 
fixed by the Provincial (loverninent, fails to frame b,\-laws 
under sub-section (/), the Provincial Government may, by 
notificatioji, ju'ohibit unregistered persons fiom practising as 
dental practitioners or members of the dental ])rofession 
within the area. Subject to such local authority, any un- 
registered ])ers()n practising in contiavent ion of such 
notification or any ])erson abetting such practl(*e, shall be 
liable to a fine wliich may extend to rupees fifty for a first 
offence or to a fine which ]nay extend to two hundred and 
fifty rupees for a second or subse(|uenl offence. 

(3) By-laws made under sub-section (/) shall be subjecd to con- 
firmatioTi by the Jb*ovincial Government and shall be 
published in the Gazette. 

{4) No by-law made under sub-sertion (1) -and,* no notification 
issued under sub-section ('!) shall come into operation in 
any area before the expiration of two years from the com- 
mencement of this Act.’’ 


I think, Sir, this is one of the most important amendments which 
should be added to the Bill. 1 am of opinion, Sir, that persons prac- 
tising as dentists in this province* should be of the highest calibre and 
qualification. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; I rise to « point of 
order, Sir. My preliminary point is this, that. this amendment requires 
the previous sanction of the Governor, and I think that sanction has 
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not, been obtained. I refer to section 119 { 1 ) of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, in this connection, which says that: — 

‘^No Bill or amendment which prescribes, or empowers any 
authority to prescribe, the professional or technical quali- 
fications which are to be requisite for any purpose in 
British India, or which imposes or empowers any authority 
to impose by reference to any professional or teljhnical 
qualifications, any disability, liability, restriction or 
condition in regard to the practising of any profession, the 
carrying on of any occupation, trade or business, or the 
holding of an 3 ^ office in British India, shall be introduced 
or moved in either Chamber of the Federal Legislature with- 
out. the previous sanction of the Governor-General in his 
discretion, or in a Chamber of a Provincial Legislature, 
without Ihe previous sanction of the Governor in hi’s dis- 
cretion. 

Here, the amendment clearly proposes to impose a restriction on 
professional qualifications and practice, and as such it requires the 
previous sanction of the Governor. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It appears that the hon’ble member has not 
obtained such previous sanction. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, with regard to the amendment of 
Mr. Nur Xlinu'd which wants to introduce some by-laws in the Bill 
brought forward by Government, I may say that the Government in 
bringing forward the Bill presumably obtained the sanction of the 
Governor as reciuired. Thcrtdoie, the objection which is now raised 
by the Hon’ble I^iinisfer, if it is valid, goes against his own Bill. These 
by-laws which are sought to be introduced will be under the protection 
of the Bill. TJiereforc, the ol)jection will not be vajid. 


Mr. PRESIDIfNT: Previous sanction of the Governor is required 
to be obtained not only with regard to a Bill but also all amendments 
thereto. Presumably, the hon’ble member had not got the previous 
sanction of His Excellency the Goverhor in his discretion and therefore 
this amendment will be out of order without such sanction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 19 
stand part of the Bill. 

% 

(The question was agreed to.) 
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Clause 20, 

Mr« MESBAHUDDIN AHMEDs Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 20 of the Bill, in lines 1 to 14, for the words ( {uiimenciiig with 
“If it appears to the Provincial Government” and ending with “prac- 
tice of their profession,” in sub-clause (6), the following be substituted 
namely < — 

“If it appears to the Provincial Government, on the report of the 
Board or otherwise, that — 

{a) the standard of examinations held by any of tlie institutions 
conferring a (|ualification specified in the Schedule is l)wer 
than that prescribed under clause {a) of sub-section {k) of 
section 25, or 

(6^ the standard of examination held by any institution conferring 
a qualification not si)ecified iif the Schedule is equal to or 
higher than that prescribed under th(‘ said clause.” 

Sir, in moving this amendment, I desire to jjoint out that the amend- 
ments pr()])()sed are merely drafting changes which, it accepted, would 
^make the intention more clear*. The language ol clause 20, as it 
stands in the Bill, as passed by the Assembly, seems to be not (|uite in 
accordance with the language of clause 25. The idea undeilying th(‘ 
Bill is that the Dental Board shall su])ervise and lay down the courses 
of study in the different institutions training candidates for ])ra(*tice of 
dentistry and that the standard of examinations to be held by tlu' State' 
Medical Faculty for conferring registrable qualifications shall also be 
determined by the Board. Tin* ])ro])osed amendment in clause' 20 
has been drafted by the Legislative Department and is intended to 
bring out this meaning more clearly. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS Amenduient moved that in ’clause 20 of tlu' 
Bill, in lines 1 to 14, for the words conitnencing with “If it ai)])ear8 to 
the Provincial Government” and ending with “])ractic{' of their ])ro- 
fession,” in sub-clause (5), the following be shbstituted, namely; — 

“If it appears to the Provincial Government, fu.* the report of the 
Board or otherwise, that — 

{a) the standard of examinftlions held by any of the institutions 
conferring a qualification specified in the Schedule is lower 
than that prescribed under clause {a) of sub-section (2) of 
section 25, or 

(h) the standard of examination held by any institution conferring 
a qualification not s})ecified in tb^ Schedule is equal to or 
higher than that prescribed under the said clause.” 
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Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

On* a point of information, Sir, may I know if the Government has 
taken previous sanction of the Governor for this amendment? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Are you sjieakmg generally of the whole Bill 
or of this amendment only? 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

I am talking about this amendment. Sir. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYl Sir, 1 submit no sanction 
is necessary, because seciion 20 iiself speaks of certain qualifications, 
and this is amending the same (jualification. Therefore, it is involved 
in the general section. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIIDDDIN KHAN: Sir, Government is pre. 
pared to accejii this ameudinenl ; rather it is a (tovernment apipnd- 
menti so to say. This is only a drafting change more or less, as has 
been pointed out by the mover of this amendment. It will make the 
meaning more (dear. There is also one apparent discrei)ancy between 
the language of this clause and the language of clause 25. That dis- ^ 
crepancy has been removed by tliis amendment. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The (luestion before the House is that in clause 
20 of the Bill, in lines 1 to 14, lor the words commencing with *‘lf it 
appeal's to the Provincial Government” and ending. with “practice of 
their profession,” in sub-clause (b), the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“If it ajipears to the Provincial Government, on the report of the 
Board or otherwi:^, that — 

» * . . ... 

(a) the standard of examinations held by any of the institutions 

(conferring a qllalifi(^^tion specified in the Schedule is lower 
than that prescribed under clause (n) of sub-section (2) of 
section 25,* or 

(h) the standard of examination held by any institution conferring 
a qualification not sjiecified in the Schedule is ^ual to or 
hifj'lier than that prescribecl under the said clause.” 

(The amendment was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that clause 

20 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

« 

(The question was agreed to.) 
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Clauses 21 and 22. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses Zl 
and 22 stand part of the Bill. • 

^(The question was agTeed to.) 

Clauses 23 and 24. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses 
23 and 24 stand part of the rtill. 

(The question was ag-reed to.^ 


Clause 25. 

Mf. MESBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that in sub. 
clause 2(a) of clause 25, in line 1, for the words “and examinations”, 
the words ‘‘and the standard of examinations” he substituted. 

Sir, 1 may point out that this minor amendment is mendy (‘onscv- 
quential to my previous motion for amending clause 20 of the Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause 2(//) of 
clause 25, in line 1, for the words “and examinations” the words “and 
the standard of examinations” be substituted. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the 11 ouse is that in sub- 
clause 2(a) of clause 25, in line 1, for the words “and examinations” the 

words “and the standard of examinations” be subsiit ited. 

» 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 
25, as amended, stand part of the Bill, 

(The question was agreed to.) 


Clauses 26 and 27. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clauses 26 and 27 stand part of the Bill. 

(The^ question was agreed to.) 
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Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that in the 
Schedule atl ached to the Bill, in the Indian List, for Article 3, the 
following he substituted, namely: — 

“3. Iversons holding qualifications registrable under the Bengal 
Medical Act, 1914, and possessing the additional quali- 
fication of having passed a special examination for the prac- 
tice of Dentistry or Dental Surgery to be held from time 
to time by the State Medical Faculty of Bengal in accord- 
ance with the standard prescribed by the Board for the 
})urj)ose of conferring su(*h qualification : 

Provided that such additional qualification will not be required in 
the case of persons who at the conmiencemeut of this Act 
are ]>ona fide engaged in the practice of Dentistry or Dental 
Surgery either separately or in conjunction with the practice 
of Medicine or Surgery. 

Sir, 1 may explain that Ariide 3 of the Indian List of the Schedule 
as it exists at ])resent ])rovides that persons holding qualifications 
registrable under the Bengal Medical Act, 1914, and who at the com- 
mencement of the Act are bona fide engaged in the practice of dentis? 
try or dental surgery, either separately or in conjunction with the prac- 
tice of medicine or surgery, shall be entitled to have their names entered 
in the Dental Itegister. The Bill makes no separate provision for 
registration in the Dental Kegister of registered medical practitioners 
wlio may after the <*ommencement of the Act desire to take up Dentis- 
try as a profession, unless they i)ass an examination held by the State 
Medical Faculty after going through the full licentiate course of Dental 
Surgery. Government are advbsed that there should be prescribed a 
modified course )f study and a special examination for registered 
medical practiticiiers wlio may seek registration after the commence- 
ment of the Act for the reason that these medical practitioners have 
already studied and passed their examination in several of the subjects 
prescribed for the course of Dental Surgery and that, therefore, they 
need only go through a shorter and modified (‘ourse of study. 

The proimsed amendment in Article 3 of Part I of the Schedule 
seeks to ma^e provision for such cases. 

Ml*. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the Schedule 
attached to the Bill, in the Indian List, for Article 3, the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

*‘3. Persons holding qualifications registrable under the Bengal 
Medical Act, 1914, and possessing the additional qualifica- 
tion of having passed a special examination for the practice 
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of Dentistry or Dental Surgery to be held tioin time to time 
by the State Medical Faculty of Benj?;u in accordance with 
the standard preseriljed by the Board tor the purpose of 
conferring such qualification: 

Provided that such additional qualification will not be required in 
the case of persons who at the commencement of this Act 
are bona fide engaged in the practice of Dentistry or Dental 
Surgery either separately or in conjunction with the prac- 
tice of Medicine or 'Surgery.” 

The HOfl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, aoveminent is pre- 
pared to accept this amendment. This is a very neci^ssary amend- 
ment. This refers to the registration of persons who possess quali- 
fications registrable under the Bengal Medical Act, 1!)14. Now, Sir, 
as the Bill stands at present, thcrse who posse,S!S qualifications undei’ the 
Bengal Medical Act, 1914, if they are found to be ])ractising Dentistry 
at the commencement of this hvi they will be registered, but what 
about those medical practitioners who will puvss in future and be quali- 
fied for registration under th(‘ Bengal Medical Aid, 1914? There' is no 
special ])rovision for them under the ])resent Bill. Tberc'fore, tliis 
amendment seeks to ])r()vide this that so far as they are concerned, 
tliey are already doctors and for them the full course ol study pres- 
cribed by the Board under the Dentist Bill will not be necessary. 
They will have to study a modified cotirse and if they ])ass an examina- 
tion under that clause, they will be qualified to be registered. 1 think, 
therefore. Sir, that this amendment will be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uestion before the ITou>Ne is that in the 
Schedule atta<hed to the Bill, in the Indian List, ioi artiede* r3, the 
following be substituted, namely: — * 

“3. Persons holding qualifications registrable undc'r the Bengal 
Medical Act, 1914, and poshessiiig* the additional qualifica- 
tion of having passed a special examination for the practice 
of Dentistry or Dental Surgery to be lield from time to time 
by the State Medical Faculty of Bengal , in acr;ordance with 
the standard prescribed by the Board for the purpose of con- 
feiring such qualification: ' 

Provided that such additional qualification will not be required in 
the case of persons who at the commencement of this Act 
are bona fide engaged in the practice of Dentistry or Dental 
Surgery either separately or in conjunction with the prac- 
tice of Medicine or Surgery.” 

(Xlie question was agreed to.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The qiiestiou before the House is that the 
Schedule, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The queslion before the House is that the Title 
and Preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KNAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the Bengal Jlerilists Bill, Bh‘18, as ^eiiled ib Council be y)a8sed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Dentists Bill? 
19f‘18, as settled in Council be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Dentists Bill, 1988, iw. settled in Council ])e passed. 

(Jhe (|U(‘stion was agreed to.; 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 2-15 
p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjaumment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-U) p.m. on AVeduesda.x, the 8th 
March, 1939, 
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Members absent: 

The toll<)^^inK mernbers weir absent trum tbe meeting held on the 
7th March, 1939; — 

(1) Dt. Arabiiida Bania. 

(2) Sir E. C. Benthall. 

(3) Mr. Hiimayun Reza Gliowdhiiry. 

(4) Mr. Kamini Eninar Dbtta. 

(6) Mr. Mohammad Hossain. 

(6) Maulana Muhammad Akram Ehau. 

(7) Mr. T. Tiara b. 

(8) Rai Bahadur Salis Chandra Mukherji, 

(9) Mr. H. P. Poddar. 

(40) Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Rav Chowdhury, of Santosh. 

(11) Mr. Sachindra Narayan Sanyal. 

(12) Rai Sahil) Taliudra Mohan Sen. 


B. G. PiesB— 1930-40— 86A— 750. 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Thk (Jovki'IL met in tlie Ijegislative ('liainb(‘r of tbe iiOgislative 
Calcutta, on AVcdnesday, the 8th Marcli, 1989, at 2-10 p.m., 
being tbe fifteenth day of the First Session, pnr.siiant to section (i2 {2) 

(a) of the (iovernment of India Act, 1980. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. SATYKNnuA CuANniiA Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

All-Bengal Registration Empibyees’ Association. 

88. Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI; {o) Is the 

Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Fdiicatiou IJepariinent aware that the 
All-Bengal Registration Fniplo>(‘es’ Association is a regis- 
^tered body under tiie Trade ' rjiion Act, 192b, and has been 
recognised by the (jovernineiit as admitted by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of tlu? Hoiik* l)e])artmeut in reply to a su])pleinentary 
question by Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury, M.L.(’., in the Bengal Legislative 
Council on the Kith August, 1987, on question No. 142 of Volume 
II — 1987 of the Council Proceedings at page No. 881? Is it a fact that 
the said Association is worldiig sniootlily under the patronage of the 
Hon^blo file Premier of Bengal as stated in letter No. fJOO, dated the 
30th June, 1938? 

(b) Is it a fact that on the 22nd December, 1988. tlie I n>j)e(‘t.or- 
Geneial of Registration, Bengal, is.sucd a Circular to ever^ District 
Registrar to threaten the inemhers of the All-Bengal Registration 
Employees’ Association with punishment for being members of the said 
Association ? 

(c) If the answer to part (h) he in tlie affirmative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy Vif the Circular 
No. 16179? 

(d) If the answer to (//) he in tlie affirmative, will he kindly state 
why the authorities of the Registration Department are trying to abolish 
the said Association by threatening the inemhers and also by carrying 
on propaganda against the said Association in every district? 

(r) Is it a fact that the present District Sub- Registrar of Alipore 
(24-Parganas) has been engaged as a Government spy against the said 
Association ? 
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^ if) Is it a fact that one Head (derk of Aiipore "aiicf liurawan 
Sub-Eegistrarfi’ office was dismissed from his service on a charge af\ 
theft? If so, wliat is tlie name of the said clerk? When was Ip' 
dismissed ? 

(o) If the answer to (/) be in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Minister kindly state when and why he has been reinstated in his, own 
post? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq):> (a) T am informed that the 
All-Bengal Eegist ration Employees’ Association is a registered body 
under tlie Trade Union Act of The a])plication of the Associa- 

tion for official recognition by (Tovernment is under consideration. The 
reply giv(‘n by Hoii’ble Horne Minister, to a supplementary question 
in the Bengal Legislative Council to the effect that the Association was 
recognised by Government v as given under a mi8a])prehension.’ 

(h) No, but a. Circular was issued by the Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration on that date asking for certain information wanted hy Govern- 
ment in eonnection with the api)lication of the Association for official 
recognition by Government. 

(c) This question does not arise.* Moreover, the Circular quote^ 
referred to a different matter. 

(J) I am not aware of any such threal or ])ropaganda. 

(e) No. 

(/) and (//) No. Bahu Rainakshay Bhattacharji, Head Clerk, 
Burdwan Sadar Registration office, formerly of Alipore office, was 
dismissed on the 28th July, 198(1, l)y the Registrar on a charge of serious 
neglect of duties and leaving station without permission. He was rein- 
stated with effect from the 27th April, 1987, hy the Inspector-General 
of Registration* on Jjppeal, who, however, upheld the period of suspen- 
sion for the nine months. 

Mr, KRI8HNi\ CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister be pleased to state what was the nature of 
the misapprehenoion mentioned in paragraph (a) of the question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I could not follow the 
question. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: My question is 
this : wh^t was the nature of the misappreheuvsiou under which the 
Home Minister laboured when be replied that the association was 
recognised by Government. 
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Th« l^'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is jyiven in the 
itself. The misapprehension of the Home Minister was that 
iSie association had been already recop:nised hy GoTcniment. 

Mr, KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY; Is ihe Chief 
Minjster aware that most of the 8ervi(‘e Associations, for example, the 
Police Service Association, the Process Servers’ Association and other 
Government employees’ associations have l)een recognised hy (govern- 
ment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZL\JL HUQ: 1 am not aware, Sir. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: is the Chief 
Minister aware that the Heads of Departments get irritato^d on account 
of questions asked in this House? 

0 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQf I do not believe so, Sir. 

High English schools and zilla schools in Rajshahi and Bogra. 

89. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (V/) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of ihe Education .])epartment awaie that there are 
many other high English sc hools besides the zilla schools in the districts 
of Eajshahi and Bogra? 

(h) If the answer to {a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether there is any difference of tuition 
fees between the different class(‘s of the zilla schools and those of other 
Government -aided s(;hools ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) be in the affirmative, are Government aware 
that such a difference* is a great liindrance to the admission of a large 
number of students into tlie zilla schools? 

(d) Do the Government pro})ose to introduce the same rate of tuition* 
fees in the zilla schools as in the other (jtivern merit -aided schools? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a.) muf {{j) Yes. 

(c) Government are not a,\j'are tliut on account of diigher fee rates 

in the Government high schools fewer students take admission there 
than can be accommodated. ‘ 

(d) Government do not propose to do so. 

Hall in the Presidency College. 

BO. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWpHURY: (a) Vil] the 
Hon’ble Jlinister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
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state whether the Presidency College has got any hall for the purpose 
of folding meetings of the College Union, Debating Club, etc., of the 
students? 

(h) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which of the 
colleges in Bengal have got such halls meant for the aforesaid purposes? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No. 

(jb) With the possible -exception of the Dacca Intermediate College, 
no Government college has a satisfactory assembly hall. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister be pleased to state if it is in the contemplation of 
Governm<mt to remove the long-felt want of an assembly hall for the 
premier college of the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter is , under 
consideration. 

Illiteracy in the adult population. 

91. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the per- 
centage of illiteracy in the adult ' po])ulation in the rural and urban 
areas of Bengal? 

(b) Is the matter of illiteiacy of the ])resent adult population 
engaging the al tent ion of tlje (lovernment ? 

(r) Is there any ameliorative measure in contemplation of the 
Government for remedying this appalling illiteracy? 

{d) If so, what is the scheme? 

(e) It not, do the Government intend to adopt any measure for 
remedying and f^^adicating this state of illiteracy? 

* if) Will the (lovernment he pleased to state w'hether any remedial 
measure is under their consideration and, if so, what is the outline of 
such a scheme? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: io) Rural an'us 88 per 
cent, and urban ‘hreas 58 per cent. 

(5) Yes. , 

(c) to (/) The Government scheme for rural reconstruction con- 
templates as one of its items the tackling of illiteracy for the purpose 
of enabling the better spread of information and instruction in the 
matter of rural welfare and uplift. Government have appointed a 
Committee to investigate the problem of improving adult education in 
the province and to mal^e recommendations in the matter. ‘ The report 
of the Committee is awaited. 
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92. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY and 
Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: (a) Are Government aware of the 
only resolution passed at a huge public meeting at Albert Hall on the 
oceasion of the first death anniversary of the great Bengali writer, 
Sarat Chandra Chatterji, requesting the Government of Bengal to 
withdraw the order of proscription of his l)ook '‘Ihither Dabi”? 

(b) Are (jovernment also aware that similar requests have been 
made to difiereiit provincial (hiveriimeiits including Hnited Provinces 
and Assam for removal of t4ie ban on the book ‘Heather Habi’’, and is 
it a fact that some of the provincial Govcuannents have already agreed 
to comply with the said x>^d)lic demand? 

(c) Do Government propose to give ^‘tfect to the said resolution? 
If noj, why not? 

» 

K^INISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimilddin)s The order in question was recently rescinded. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister bt‘ pleased to 
• state if the question of removing proscription from other books is also 
being considered ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Without the names of 
the books J cannot make any statement; certainly, removal of the ban 
from all tlie books is not being considered. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Is removal of tlu‘ ban from 
some books at leasi being considered? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, STi. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Ts tlie removal of l)iin h(u‘ng considered 
in respect of the books that I asked for in my ^epu’stion and which I 
think W'as due to be answered on the 7th or 8th Februarv? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Must be iio. 

The Bengal Jute Ordinance. 

93. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In view of the fact that the 
Bengal Jute Ordinance has been withdrawn, I do not mention my 
question, Sir. * 
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His .Excellency the Governor’s Assent to the Bengal Repealing and 
Amending Bill, 1938, passed by both Chambers of the Legislature. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 may inform hoii’ble members that the 
following Bill passed by both Chambers of the Legislature has been 
assented to by His Excelleney ilie Governor of Bengal, under section 75 
of the Government of India Act, 19‘15, namely, — 

“The Bengal Itepealing and Amending Bill, llhhS.” 

The House will now discuss Iho Supplementary Estimate of 
Expenditure for 19d8-d9. * 

Discussion on the Supplementary Estimate. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Mr. President, Sir, in a supplejuientary budget after the revised Budget, 
we can expect only items of expenditure of a very urgent nature which 
could not possibly be foreseen, and of wliich the payment could not be 
delayed. But, Sir, <ui lookiiig to the stattuneiit of expenditure 
presented to us, I find that it is only in irt*spe(‘t of the expenditure under 
the items “Eainine Belief” and “Agricultural loans” and for the satis- 
faction of a “decree for j)ayment to the Midna]H)re Zemindary Co.”, that 
the items could be said to be of a very urgent nature which could not 
brook delay. But as to the othei- items, I say that this could be met 
by reappropriation from other heads as has been done in one case at 
least, namely, in respect of grant No. 12, where out of Bs. 82,829, 
Rs. 9,000 has been met by rcajipropriathin and only Bs. 78,000 has been 
asked foi’. Sir, I do not understand why, with regard to the other items 
also, the same procedure could not be followed, and the expenditure 
could not be met reappropriation. I will now examine in detail one 
or two items. Eoi exlimple, take the Begistration Department. The 
item under the Begistration Department is for an expenditure of 
Rs. 1 lakh 78 thousand, of which Bs. I lakh 59 thousv'iid is voted. It 
is stated in the Memc^randum that it is the necessary result of the 
amendment of section 20 (r) of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 
which C/iiine into foi'ce in August last, requiring Begistering Officers to 
send notic*,es of transfer of holdings by registered posts to evei-y landlord 
and co-sharer leuant. Sir, the service, of notice by registered post was 
also obligatory even under the old Tenancy Act, but it used to be done 
through the Collectors. So, I say that this item of expenditure could 
be met by reappropriatioii from the Collectorate grant under this 
particular head. I do not see why a definite sum of money has been 
asked for under this particular head. 

Now coming to the “Administration of Justice’’ 
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The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, 1 have not 
been able 1o understand the point made out by tlie hon'hle speaker. * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the hon’ble member please explain his 
point in more deUiil? The Hoh’ble Finance Minister has not been 
able to appreciate his point. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: All ri^^ht, 

Sir. What I have said is that under the liead “Ite^istiation”, 1 find 
from the Memoranduni that Its. I lakh of) thousand is necessary in 
order to meet the charge of sending* notices by registered |M)st to the 
landlords through the Registration l)e])artment ; but. Sir, a charge of 
this same nature used to be met by the (\)llector even undei* the old 
law for sending notices to landlords and co-sharer tenants. So, Sir,, 
this sum could be met by the transfer of that account from tin* Follec- 
torate to the Registration Department. On tin* contrary, why a 
separafe charge has been shown under tho Estimate of Expend it uii* is 
not clear. 

The next item is the “Administration of Justice*" — Orant No. 14. 
Here it is stated in the Explanatory Memorandum that the ])j()mulga- 
tion of the Reserved Posts Rules by the Secretary of Stati* in D(‘cember 
last conveited into charged exptaiditure the salaries of oliicei's of tin* 
*l*rovincial Service holding liste<l posts of District and Sessions ♦Didges 
whi(*h was hitherto b(*ing classified as “voted”! 4'his also could lu* met 
hy reappropriation from “voted" to “charg(*d". So, why it is shown 
as a reason for extra and additional <*xj)enditure, is not at all clear. 
On page 9, regarding grant No. iiS, I think tin* figure* is ])robably 
wrong, perhaps a mis])rint. In the Explanatory MemoTanduni, the- 
Supph*7nentary Rudget makes a provision of Rs. lt> thousand for an 
electrical survey but the details given only Rs. 1,(S(I() plus Rs. 1, ()()() 
that is, altogether Rs. 2,800. Then again, a voted provision has been 
made for Rs. 10,000 for the settlement of trade disj)ui.-vs, j)ut the figure 
given in the Memoniriduni shows Rs. 7,200. • 

The Hon’ble M/. NALINI RANJAN* BARKER: What is the item 

number, jdeaser^ 

Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: Item No. 28^ 
on page 9. ‘In the details given in the Explanatory Memorandum it 
will be found. , 

Coming to the details given in the Explanatory Memorandum, it 
is found that pay and allowances of Electrical Jnsjiector is given as 
Rs. 2,800, but in the explanatory note, the Budget makes a voted pro- 
vision of Rs. 16,000 for electric survey and a voted provision of 
Rs. 10,000 for the settlement to trade disputes. But for trade disputes^ 
the figures of allotment at the top show a sum of Rs. 7,200, and I think 
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there is some mistake in printing or something like that probably. 
Buf in any case, the second could be met by re appropriation, T believe, 
because it has been definitely mentioned that there would be savings per 
contra under the original voted provision which could be met by reappro- 
priation instead of being shown as separate items of expenditure. 

Then, Sir, with regard to pensions, grant No. ‘31, page No. 12,t it 
is not understood why this abnormal increkase in the iiensionary charges 
.all of a sudden, although the resolution of the Assembly regarding 
^mpulsory retirement after 25 years^ service has not been given effect 
to. I think, Sir, tins House is entiled to get some explanation at 
least for this unusual and sudden abnoryial increase of expenditure 
under this particular head. 

Then, 1 coipo to item No. d4, page 14. Here also there is an abnor- 
'inal increase of Its. 1,10,000 in inteiest-free advances. Why!'" The 
reason is not ascribed in the explanatory note. I think, Sir, ,in all 
•cases of a!bnormal increase under any item, the Finance Minister always 
makes enquiries into the caur.e and reason, and this House, I thi,nk, is 
entitled to get. some indication of the reason for this abnormal and 
sudden rise. Sir, I have nothing else to comment on and with these few 
words 1 resume my seat. 

c 

• I 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am really not dia- 

{)osed to make a speech. I merely want to make a tew remarks with a 
view to elicit some information. Tin* first item on which 1 would like 
some infoiination is under the head “Loans and advances by Provincial 
•Oovioiiinent” on page 15. I am not opposed to exj)en(liiure itself, 
'Sir. On the contiary 1 think it is a ver\ useful •‘X])endit urt‘, hut \\hat 
I really want to find out from the Hon’hle Finance Minister is as to 
how this money is going to be disbursed. Is it likely to be disbursed 
ihrough eo-operaliv(‘ credit societies or indisciiniiiiately by the Oovern- 
irient themselves TFiat is what is worrying my mind at the moment. 
The other item. Sir, on which ^ think just a t(‘\v nunnrks are necessary, 
is the grant umbu* “Famine Relief” on page 10. 1 find. Sir, a further 

•eum of Rs. 4i laklu' have been budgeti‘d for which brings it up to 
Rs. tU lakhs. 1 merely wish to ask tin* Finance Minister whetlier this 
extra money is go\ng to be reijuired for winding up the operations that 
have been necessary for giving famine relief or is he really ex])ecting 
.another famine during the current vear. Have 1 made myself clear 
My remarks are directed against the expenditure under “Famine 
Relief”. T merely want to know why this extra sum of Rs. 4^ lakhs is 
Tiecessary? Is it to meet certain extra expenditure that has been 
incurred under this head in excess of the money that was apportioned, 
^r is it merely to provide for the extra expenditure that- has been 
incurred for the last famine? 
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There is another reason, Sir, why we really wish to refrain from 
criticising the Budget. It is hecause we are afraid that in reply* the 
Hon Ible Finance Minister generally does not reply to our criticisms, 
but directs his rejdy to persons and their actions and activities. Sir, I 
have nothing more to add. 

Mr* BANKIM CHANDRA DATTAs Sir, before I say anj^thiug in 
this co^inection, 1 would like to enquire as a matter of information from 
the ilon’ble Finance Minister as to wdiether or not there is such a 
Committee as Public Accounts Committee, and, if so, has this Com- 
mittee submitted any report aV)out this supplementary budget P 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: On this budgetP 

Mr* BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Do 1 understand that there is 
6iich„a report, Sir? 

PRESIDENT: The Public A(M*eunts (.knnmitt(‘e’s report is 
submitted on the aj)proj)riation nqiorts of the AccounUiut-Oeneral on 
the ac(*ounts of the year thal lias chised. It is in th(‘ nature of a poaU 
mortem examination of tlie accounts of the (iovernment. The Account- 
• ant-Gencral audits the accounts and the l^ublic, Accounts Committee 
then scrutinises the approjiriatioii reports and comes to decisions. 

The Hon’ble Mr* NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Still Mr. 
Mookerji says that. I do not give a projier rejily. They cannot frame 
propel* questions eviui. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: The dithcully is thaMhe 
Finance Minister wlio possibly has (h‘voted all his mieigy in that parti- 
cular lines is more in the know than most of us here. In that, of course, 
he can take a special pride, and we cjannot. Sir. I.*^^oul(l just Tuake a 
few observations in connection with iln* Su])j>tem(^otary Budget, and 
they arc* these. ^ 

I sliull take only one instance, and that is in resjiect of the pt'nsions 
and superannuation allowances. As far as my i^iformation goes, these 
matters are, I think, calculated long before, and 1 do not really under- 
stand as to why these matters could not have been dealt with in the 
original Budget, and why they should have waited till ^to-day for the 
Supplementary Budget. « 

As regards the other items, and principally about the administra- 
tion of justice, my hon’ble friend the Khan Bahadur has dealt with it, 
and practically he has Jiuid all that I wanted to say on this subject. I 
do not want to repeat. Then as regards the item on Registration — a 
very big item— it is Rs. 1,73,000. We have been assured by the 
Hon’ye Finance Minister in his explanatory memorandum that the 
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corresponding process-fees will be realized and credited on the receipt 
* aide bf the Budget. Sir, if I may submit without meaning any dis- 
respect to the ITon’ble Finance Minister, it is nothing but a pure and 
simple bluff. 

Then the item as regtirds the piovision for an Electrical Surveyor 
and Electrical Adviser, Sir, it I remember aright, there was some taljt 
about these matters in the last budget in connection wdth the imposi- 
tion of a tax on electricity, and we were given to understand as far 
as my memory goes that some scheme would be set up by which the 
whole thing will be nationalised. I do not find any hint of that even 
in this supj)lenientary budget. ^ 

Lastly, Sir, J would only say this that there is no provision, al- 
though 1 was looking for it, for more money on primary education, 
or, for the matter <d that, on jmblie health. Public health ac(‘ounts 
for only Rs. ‘1,000, whereas in matt(‘rs of geiuoal administration and 
administration of justice, we sj)|*nd, somewhere near in addition 2 lakhs 
of rupees. As it fell from you, Sir, we are here really doing fKHii-mortem 
examination ‘of funds, and therefore 1 necMl not, I think, take tlie fime 
of this House and unne(‘ess4irily waste my breath. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, there are not many 
points in this budget which deserve notice, because as tlie exjdanatory 
memoranda state more than once, most of th(‘ items redate only to 
accounting changes. Moni(‘s have been transferred fioin the charged 
account to the voted account or r/cr rrrsd. Most of the Budget 
therefore does not deserve any new eomment, and the rtunarks which 
we have apjdied to the Budget last year Avould apply here again. But 
there is one* particular point about whi(*h I would like a little informa- 
tion. In grant No. dO on imge 10, we find 4 lakhs of rupees as the 
amount wliieh is to be voted for gratuitous reliet and under the head 
^‘Miscellaneous”, we find a figure of Rs. 2h lakhs. Are we to understand 
tliat 2h lakhs of ru'^iees .will he s])ent in order to distribute Rs. 4 lakh>. 
or what is tlie jiarticular jmrjiose for whicli this 2i> lakhs of rujiees are 
meant? Is it meant for * merely travelilng allowances and 
other incidental expenses of tlie offi(*ers who will he spending 4 lakhs 
of rujiees? But, Sir, do not Avish to jiroceed much further with 
the criticism of the^ Budget and specially so on account of the reason 
which ms hoiride friend Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee has mentioned. 
For, in this House aac have been accustomed to criticise the Budget on 
the projmsals whicli haA'e been made. The Budget proposals have been 
the (d)ject of our (u-iticism, but for three consecutive years we have 
found that instead of replying to the arguments, instead of meeting the 
criticisms and objections which have been advanced from this side of 
the House, the Hon^ble Finance Minister has devoted himself to a 
personal attack and. in many cases unjustified personal attacks’ on parti- 
cular meinibers. I think, Sir, most of the members of the Houe^ will 
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agree that that has been the ease partieularly with regard to me. For 
three consecutive years, instead of replying to criticisms which I'^liava. 
made, he has made personal attacks and this thue he has descended to 
depths which I did not expect from the lloirble Finance Minister. 'We 
in this House ai'c accustomed to (‘crtaiii stamlai’ds of taste, we in this 
House are accustomed to a certain dignity in discussion, and we do not 
descend to jiersoiialities. T would make only this remark that if 
people wanted to descend to personaliti(‘s, jierhajis tlie Hon’lble 
Finance Minister in his personal and public lif(‘ is more o])en to attack 
than almost any otliei' man that 1 know in llengal. I do not want to 
pursue that point any fiirthei' 


Mfi PRESIDENT: Order, order. These matters are not at all 
relevant on the occasion of the dis<*ussion of the Supjileuientary lludget. 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, in the Budget, the general |K)licy 
of the Government is enuni(*ated, and 1 ])ro])ose to (h'veloj) my speech 
in E^ch a manner as to make the remarks just now made by im* relevant 
to the general discussion on the Supplementary Budget Fstinuites. 

PRESIDENTi Order,^ order. In a discussion on the Supple- • 
mento'y Budget, members (\annot, strictly speaking, be permitted to 
criticise the general policy of the (iovernmcmt. A supjilementary 
budget is presented to the Legislature only on the happening of two 
contingencies, viz., (1) when the amount voted in the Budget of a grant 
is found to be insufficient for the purposes of the currcmt year, (2) when 
a need ^arises during the current year for expenditure for which the 
vote of the House is necessary upon some new service, not ('ontionplated 
in the budget for that year. 

It will thus be seen that during the discussion of a suppleiiientary 
budget there is no occasion for a general discnssi>^i of tlie policy of 
the Government. Members of the Counc.il aiV fvilly entitled to say 
that such and such demands are not necessary, and in the Lower House 
the members can even move for a cut or omission of any item of demand. 

Mf« HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, 1 luid intended to speak about 
retrenchment, which is the particular bogey of tte Hon’ble Finance 
Minister, but since a general discussion is not to be permitted, I shall 
not pursue the subject any further. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I would make only a few 
observations with regard to the “Administration of Justice”— Grant 
No. 14 on page 4. In the Explanatory Memorandum,, it has been 
stated that the excess under the first head is due to the fact that two 
Additional Judges of the High Court will have to be retained till the 
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end of the year and will not be <]iHf'liarged at the end of August as 
wai^ anticipated. Now, Sir, whal strikes me in this connection is that 
eases fiiroughoiit the ])r(>viijce have fallen olf in number and as we 
know, all High Court cas(‘s generally come from the mufassil. So, 
taking all facts into (‘onsideration, namely, the dearth of cases, 1 do 
not understand why is it that the two Additional rTudges of the lliph 
Court could not finish the work by the end of August, so that it will 
now be ne(*-essary for their services to be continued till the end of 
December. 

Then, again, there is an itejn (Ko. in the same grant — appoint- 
ment of a larger number of charged oilicert as District and Additional 
District Judges; my remarks on this item alst) are the same. We 
know as a matter of fact that civil as well as criminal cases have 
largely fallen olf in the mufassil, and still we find that the number 
of District and Additional District Judges arc going to be increased 
in large numbers, necessitating a grant of as mneb as Ks. 99 thousand. 
This seems to me. Sir, to be^ abnormal, and a proper and strict super- 
vision of tlie affairs could Lave prevented the apjK)ininiont of such a 
large niimlxu' of (diarged officers to be designated as District an<l 
Additional District Judges, hi fact, tliis work could very well have 
been done by S\ibordinaie Judges bei^g given certain powers and by 
Senior De])uty Magistrates also being given certain powers. So, 1 
think the demand under this head — Pay of officers — District and 
Sessions Jmlgos ({‘barged) — to the tunc of Ks. 99 thousand seems to 
be a bit too high. 1 would now refer the Hon hie Minister to anc^thei 
item and that is with regard to grant No. 27. Thei’c, a demand hag 
l)een made, no doubt, for a very laudable object, namely, cinchona, 
where it *is intended by Government to supply larger quantities of 
cinchona to the people of Bengal, and from this it {i])i)ears that a sum 
of Its. 15 thousand has been demanded on account of eonseqiieiit 
increased producti^m at tlie factory and speeding uj) of ojieiatioiis in 
the new cinchona, pi aMtations at Kongo. Wdml I desire to know is 
wliether this anumnt represents the value of to be ])urchased, 

and if those seeds are to be purchased, wliend'royi they are to be 
purcdiased. if the sc^eds are not available there, cannot seeds be 
produced in the Darjeeling side? WHiai is necessary for me to enquire 
is whether this sum is meant for purchase of foreign seeds and whether 

indigenous seeds are not available. 

«• 

Then, Sir, one other matter that *'l would like to know about is 
regarding grant No. 81, in which there is a demand amounting to 
Ks. 1 Inkli 50 thousand for other pensions voted, which is due to an 
unexpectedly large number of applications for commutation of pension. 
Wliat I desire to know is whether this right of commutation of pension 
cannot be restricted. If this is possible this should be donfe. I have 
nothing more to add, Sir. 
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Dfi RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, 1 <)iil\ want tt> raise a 
Ijoiiit of picHiediire and nu‘1lu)d aixmt present iiij*- the aci'ounts wlHeh 
1 cannot ooinpletely follow. I want to k]io*/ how tlie Hon^ble- 
h inaiiG(‘ IVJiiiistei will he ahh^ to sliow tlie ni*^ amount ot tlu* hurdeii 
iliat is hein^* thrown u])on the province h\ tins Su])plementarv Estimate, 
T find tliat there aiv many adjustments ot accounts needed, tor instance, 
some accounts have hecm transfened from “charovd" to the votahle 
side, ifiid trom votahle sid(‘ to the “cliar^iMr’ side. Tlimi* will he 
ieai)])ro])]‘iations also, then, some r(‘covt‘ries of ('X])enses whitdi are 
sanctioned now will also he ex])ected. hut I do not know wluuj the 
Finance ^finister A^ill havi‘ oj)]h)rtunity to show us the amount of the 
net hiirdeii that is heino- prtiposed hy the Supphmientary Estimate. I 
say this, Sir, moie or less as an i^'mu'amus, hecausc' 1 am a inaii (juite 
unacipiainted with the intricaci(‘s of account in*’’ and methods of 
accounting' that are jiursued hy this (jrovernnnmt . It s(‘ems to me that 
on thy occasion of discussion of tin* Supplementary Estimate, the House 
should know' the (‘Xact net demand and »not mmidy the accounts of 
expei^diture that have to he sanctioned. 

Rai Sahib INDU BHUSAN SARKER: Ah Piesidmit, Sir, in the 
Sui)])lementary Estimate tor IhdS-d!) which the Finance Minister 
^ \cst<‘rday jiresented to this Hous^^, there is nothino* w'hich attracts serious- 
attention, hut 1 would like to refer to one or two items. With reoard 
to jvrant No. 11, namely, “Interest on oi dinary d(‘ht”, ] find that from 
a sum oi Its. 4 tliousaiul it Jias come uj) to Its. 4t» thousand. Mav I 
know the reason of tliis unex])ec/ted increavse, esjiecially under decrees 
of courts, as it is stated in tlie Memorandum v | do not also follow 
what is meant hy payment of interest on revenue refunded, Then as 
reg-ards grant No. \ 2 — “General AdmiuistratioiT', may 1 know' to what 
extent, pecuniary or otherwise, the (xove]nim*nt is going to he a loser 
in that suit? Tlien regarding grant No. 27— Indust ries— Ciriclmna, 
what is the anticipated income from the new' cinclrt^ia jilantalioiis at 
Range? Last of all, T will speak on grant No. — Famine Ridief. 

If one looks to the Revised Rudget ErHinate for the year IfldH-dli, it 
will he found that Gratuitous Relief accounts for Rs. 5 lakhs, Miscel- 
laneous for Rs. 2 lakh.s 98 thousand, Famine Relief Rs. 10 lakhs, and 
Salaries, etc., Rs. 2,000, that is a total of Rs. 18 lakhs was shown in 
the Revised Budget, Imt in the Supplementary Estimate, Gratuitous 
Relief gets Rs. 4 lakhs, Miscellaneous Rs. 2 lakhs 50 thousand. The 
total is Rs. 0 lakhs 50 thousand, which together with the normal 
provision of Rs. 2 lakhs comes to Rs. 8 lakhs 50 thousand. Will the 
Finance Minister he pleased to enlighten us wdiy this lesser provision P 
Will this lesser provision of Rs. 10 lakhs he transferwid to the Famine 
Relief Fund and he carried over to the next j’ear? May w'e know w'hat is 
the amount that has been spent up to December Iasi year or to January 
last year on this head? These are all that l*have to say. 
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Mfi NUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, I sWll make only a few 
remarks on the Supplementary Estimate presented before the House 
by the Hon ’hie Einanee Minister. After ^Toing through the 
Budget Estimate one cannot l)ut congratulate the Finance Minister 
for this very satisfactory Revised Flf-thnate. He has provided about 
Rs. 24i lakhs really for the poor, and ii r*aii he s^ud that the Ministry 
Jias not lost a minute in saving human lives out of the calamitous 
flood in which all districts of Bengal were affected. Really, ’Sir, the 
Ministry deserves the congratulation of this House. The extra 
•expendilure which is really a transfer fi*om one head to another 
requires very little comment. With these words, Sir, I congratulate 
ihe Finance Minister for his very satisfa\*tory Budget Estimate. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: ^ 

CWTS" l >$?[ <1^01 

BRTrnrt ^ ’tum oo^ 

m special officer — , special officer ^ ^rrniR 

•drqij * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. KR ^ 

^ diijr 55TC(SiiJ;i 

^ SRTtr y(N^5lR ^ dl^ ilfcrtw ^ dl^TTR 

^ ^ aOW C<1^C\5 ’TTX^l* 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: 

^iTh di^ c<[siC'i> ’ol^, m di rr ^ irr, 

'fT’d 'Si^ ®rR s(r ®ir str, otto 

TO (laughter.) ^ 

The Hon’ble.Mr- NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, everybody 
Jknowa what a '}>ui)plemenhir\ Jhidget is. Supplementary Budget 
is provided for under section 81 of the (Jovernmeni of India Act, 1935. 
If there is an anticipation of* some excess of expenditure during the 
year, it is met by a supplementary budget. First of all, 1 want to 
.apologise to my friend Professor Kabir that I tried to hit him back in 
reply to his hittiqg at me. As Finance Minister, my duty ought to be 
rather to accept a hit and not to hit back. If I have given my friend 
any offence, *1 hope he will excuse me, but 1 still maintain that his 
charges against my budgets are absolutely baseless. I could not in 
the time at my disposal meet the charges of all the members of this 
House for which I must apologise, but so far as Mr. Kabir is concerned, 
during the last three budgets that I have presented to this House, 

^Authorised English translations of these Bengali extracts will be found in the 
Appendix. « 
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vvJialpver criticisiiis — J mean gpupral criticisms — wor<^ made by him, 1 
have tried my best to reply to him. Sir, Professor Kaihir has said that 
retreiielimeiii is my bogey. Sir, retreiiebmeut is eertaiuly iioi m> 
bogey. If any member lioiiesily reads my Budget spet'cli ami state- 
ment, he will find that retrenchment is not a bogey with me. tin the 
other hand, 1 want to put a stop to the bogey raised by my friend, 
Professor Kabii-, who has always insisted on retrenchment without, 

1 tliink* understanding how retienehment can lie elfeeted. Sir, i am 
prepared to put before you all my Budget Statements and my replies 
to the criticisms made against them and also Mr. Kabii's charges 
against my budgets. If you are satistied that 1 avoided the issue, 
that 1 have not given rei^lies to hi.s eriti^dsnis, then 1 shall certainly 
hang down my Jieiid in shame. 

Sir, this is the sort oi questions 1 have to answm. A man in tin' 
position of the Deputy Leader, — L think he is eoiiiiniiing still— ol the 
Congress Jhirl\, (\)ngr(‘ss >\hieh is tin* most ])r()niim'n I jiolitieal 
organization in the country, says that my statmnent that, liie ])i'ocess- 
fees ^ill he ri'ulized is a pun‘ bluff. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Who is the i)epiit,N Leader? 

. The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI ^ RANJAN 8ARKER: i mean 
Mr. Baiikim (Landra Diitt. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, there is no Deputy Ij(*ader. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: 1 am sorry, Sir, 
if that is so. I have stated that the corresponding pioeess-fees will 
he milized and credited oji the credit side of the Budget. 3die Eiiiaiice 
Minister is making a statement and sojiie leading memher of th(‘ 
Opposition says that it is a pure bluff. Still, Mj‘. Naresh Nath 
Mookerjee will say that 1 should not make any persi-mal attae.k. 

Sir, I quote the notic^e by wihieli we realise these j hoc ‘- ess-fees. 
“For ser.vi(;e of notice under sub-section (*7) of section lifj(c) of th(‘ Act 
the j)n)eess-fees shall ho eiglit aiina.s for each eop^, of the notice which 
is to be posted to separate persons. This proeess-f(;e would lx* [laid in 
court-fees stamp.” Sir, how have I bluffed the (Vmncil, and that we 
do not realize the process-fees? 

There is anotlier difficulty and I quite appreciate it. We are all 
new in ths line, so we might commit mistakes. Many of the ciiticdsms 
are made without understanding the position. Sir, my friend the 
Khan Baliadur said, process-feo was necessary previous to the passing 
of tlm Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, and why an increased sum 
will be necessary now. I quite agree, hut, the fact is that it was 
provide^ under “(jeneral Administration becatise Collectors used to 

2 
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send those notices. Now, Sub-Registrars and Registrars send tihese 
nc/cices. Though tliis must be provided in ilie Registration Budget, 
you cannot appropriate the item of the fee from (General Administra- 
tion to Registraton Heads, because from one major head to another 
major liead, you cannot reaj)pro])riate. That is why it is necessary to 
take your sanction in reappiopriating all tliese amounts. 

Then, Sir, 1 was asked by the Khan Bahadur wliy Rs. 1,52,000 are 
provided for commutation of pensions. Tlie leason is this. " Under 
the rules 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMMDDIN HOSAIN: 1 did not 

comment on that. 1 said about pensionary cliarges and not about 
commutation — page 12. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MALI N I RAN JAN SARKER: Under the 
Secretary of State rules there are certain ofhcejs who can claim com- 
mutation as a mattej- of ri^ht, and a large number of su(*h persons 
have a])])lie(]. So, 1 cannot regulate them. We can i)rovide at our 
pleiusure for commutation of pensions only for those who are paid at 
our discretion. Eor this ])ur])ose, this year \V(‘ liav(' ])i()vided 2 lakhs 
of rupees. Those who will get commutation of i)ensioii at our discre- 
tion must be satisfied within this' 2 lakhs of rupees, but so far those* 
officers who can get commutation as a matter of right under the 
Secretary of State rules, must be satisficMl as soon as iliey make this 
claim. Hence, we could not antici]>ate (hal so many ])e()])le will apply 
for commutation of pensions. 

Th(m,^ny friend Professor Kabir has asked whether the Rs. 2,50,000 
under grant No. 50 is for travelling allowame. It is not tor travel- 
ling alowaiu*e; it is for test J'elief work. Eoui lakhs liav(* been j)ro- 
vided for gratuitous relief and Rs. 2,50,000 have b(*en provided for 
test relief work. **’Th<‘n, with regard to item No. 28, that also is a voted 
amount and c.anhot be transferred to (*harged head. If there is any 
increase in the charged head,, it must be ])laced before the Council to 
get it reappropriated. That is why we have i)lafed grant No. 28 
again before you. « 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Is there 
any misprint?’ in the explanatory memorandum — page 9? 

The Hon’hlie Mr. NALINI RAN JAN SARKER: The Electrical 
Adviser and the Chief Electrical lns])ector have been placed in charge 
of the survey and a Senior District Judge has been deputed for the 
settlement of trade disputes. Pay and allowance oi both these officers 
are charged, and a dharged appropriation is required. 
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Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: But tilie 

tt^ure is Its. wImmciis |}k‘ fio*iire ut Uk* toj) is Hs. 2 , 800 . 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALIK4 RAN JAN SARKER: Tlio Budf^et 
makes a voted ])j()visi()n of Bs. 1(1. 000 tor an electrical siirv(*v and a 
vot(;d ]>rovision of Its. 10,000 foi’ jin* sell lenient of trade disjnitt's. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; But the 

fi‘>-ures at the top are Its. 2,800 and Jts. 7,200; ami so thmc' is a dis- 
crejiancy. , 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: The ])rovisions 
for lls. 10,000 and Its. 10,000 aie lump provisiojis. So much niom*v 
will not lie reipiiied. It was jirovided as a lump sum in the Bud^^et, 
hut. when tin* expenditure was incurred, we found that so much money 
was no4 necessaiy duiin^- tlie year. ^ 

Mr. Lalit Cliandra Das asked why t'iiere has l>een so much inciease 
in the* Distiict and Si'ssions dud»(*s when tin* numher of cases have* 
»’one down. It is not an increase* in the a])pointim‘nt . Tlu* S(‘cr(‘tary 
of State has jironiul^'aled a rule for i(*s(‘fved posts wliich Ik* has lak(*n 
under his control. The\ are listed posts. So, all these ajipointments 
fiiust now he sliowu as a chained item and not as a voted item as it 
was done previously. So tar as the lTi«.’h Court is conc(*i'ned, T am 
sure the (^hief Justice* has made* out a f»e)e)d e'ase te) the Judicial Depart- 
ment. J de) not exaetly kneiw tlie full facts of the e-ase*, luii we* are* 
satisfied tliat for some* s|)e(‘ial woi*k and in vienv of the numher erf 
(‘ases, tliose judges were reepiiieel. 

Ahout the cinchona plantations, some of my friends asked whether 
it is for the pure'liase erf seeds or nert. I eler not re'memhei* wJietlier it 
was for seeds, but I know that it is tor e*xtensiern erf eunerherna e-ultiva- 
tiern. Bs. 15, ()()() were reejuireel tin's year, ferr we an* undertaking a 
great increase in the cinclierna cultivatiem ferr the purirerse of making 
pjovision for more use of cpiinine. Rs. |l(i,()0() will he necessary this 
year. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: From wlliere it is jrjirchased? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: T eh. W know. I 
rememlher that emse, and I jrassed it on to the proper dejwntment. 

Mr. Naresli Nath Mererkerjee asked herw Bs. 18 lakhs under 
grant No. 85 is spent. It is spent under our general rule* dealing with 
agricultural loans. Distriet Magistrates give this loan, and we get it 
lealized through the same errganization, and not through* the Cer- 
‘>perative Creelit Soe*ieties. Sir, I think I In^ve, replied to all the 
questions •that have been nut here. 
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,Rai Sahib INDU BHUSAN BARKER: Sir, I would like to be 
enli^lileiied 4is re^-inds the faiiiitie relief o*rant No. 80, paj^e 10. There, 
a proviHlon of Rs. G, 80, 000 has be‘.‘ii made wiih au arjiiual “laiit of 
Ks. 2,00,000 inakinj]^ a total of Rs. 8,50,000. Rul in the revised 
Rud^el, it was Rs. 18,02,000. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Tt is not a revised 
budget. 

Rai Sahib INDU BHUSAN SARKjER: In the revised Rudget for 
1 0*18->)0 whi(di was presented in Aug ust^ Iasi , it was Rs. 18,02,000. 
This item was shown as — (jratuiions relief, Rs. 5 lakhs, Misecdlaneoiis 
Rs. 2,98,000, transferred to faniim* itdief iiind Rs. 10 lakhs, salaries, 
ete., RuS. 2,000 making a total of Rs. 18,02,000, and here we find a sum 
of Rs. 8,50,000 including Rs. 2 laKlis. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: We do not say 

we have exhausted the famine relief fund aliogcdher. 

Rai Sahib INDU BHUSAN SARKER: I cannot follow, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: 1 s^iy, if we havcf 

jmt in scjimdliing in the la mine relief fund, we hav(‘ not exhausted the 
whole Ihing yel. 

Rai Sahib INDU BHUSAN SARKER: That will he carried over 
to next y,ear. Tliat is whul I was asking you. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER; Yes. 

Rai Sahib IN/3U«BHUSAN SARKER: Then as regards (dnehona, 
the expenditure is remunerative as the (‘Xplanaturv memorandum shows. 
May we know if the anti('ij>a/e<l income can be assiiredP 

( 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER; I can’t say it now. 

* 

Rai Sahib INDU BHUSAN SARKER: 'interest *o.u revenue 
refunded” — what is meant hy that — Page 2, grant No. 11 ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: It is explained 
in the exjdanafory memorandum that when amounts are refumled, 
interest hard to he paid; for instance in the Midnapore Zamindari case, 
certain amount was decceed against us and when we had to pay we 

II 

paid with interest. 
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Rai Sahib INDU BHUSAN BARKER: Dm •ee a^»•airlst the Govern- 
iiieiit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN SARKER: Yes. If the 
li()irbl(‘ iiieiiiber wants more informal ion lie will please come to aiy 
r<»wm. It is not possible for me h(‘r(‘ to answer all these. 

Dr.* RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May 1 have an idea of the 
])robable amount of the md demand!*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALInT RANJAN SARKER; 1 am sorry, 1 
forgot to ri'ply to this. 

Tli(‘ net amount will be shown when the revised estimate will 1 h* 
mad(‘. It is not ])ossibh‘ to say (‘xactly the md amoiiiiT that is avail- 
able charged to the iT'venues pf th(‘ province. That would be made out 
next\ear when tin* aiduals are put bebyc* the (h)uucil at the time of 
the ^)resent'ation of the Budget Estimates. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My ])oint was that you ask us 
to sanction additional expenditure. But at the same time, the ground 
for this kind of sanction is that you expect certain I’efunds and 
* recoveries from othei* souiT’es. So it will b(‘ better for us if we an‘ 
shown both sides of the account, the credit and debit side of the 
estimate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: The intention of 
the Supplementary Budget is <mly to show the extm expenditure 
necessary. The entire i)osition of revenue and expenditure was showui 
at the time of the Budget presentation. Nowdiere I have seen that at 
the time of the Supplementary Budget, revenue position has b) be 
shown. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My point was you might 
have this innovathin, because we feel it rather <iitficult to understand all 
aspeids of expenditure. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 would ask the (lovernment if it is not possible 
to jnakc the Kxjdanatory Meimn*anda appejided to the Hujiplementary 
Budget a little more elaborate, so that the time of the House may be 
saved by eliminating criticisms wdiich are not really necessary. I also 
think that it would be belter if hon’lde members could see their woy 
to meet the IIonTde Finance Minister in his chamber and get any 
furthei explanation from him that they may think necessacy. In that 
way, much of the imovenienee felt by tbe hon’ble members in 
uudei>ftauding the implications of the Budget provisions may be 
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avoided. I find that there is a grave misapprehension even in the 
mintls of many hon’ble members as to the procedure followed on such 
occjasions. As I have already explained, a Supplementary Budget is, 
in fact, an additional budget; it is only an addition to the annual 
Budget that had been placed before the Jx)wer House and sanctioned by 
it. In those cases where in the jirocess of implementing a policy which 
has already been accepted by the House, estimates previously samdioned 
are exceeded, or where the need for a new seivice arises owing to an 
emergency cropping uj), the (jovernment have got to come up to the 
Legislature for the sanction of additional grants. As the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister has explained, there are some cases where difficulties 
arise in making up the Budget accounts when the Budget is originally 
presented. For example, some ap])ropriations aie allowed under major 
heads, and some approj)riations are not allowed. These are mere 
a(U!Ounting adjustments w)ii(‘h were not j)ossible . tor the Finance 
Minister to indicate at the lime when the Budget Estimates ‘were 
juesented originally in February last year. Howe^ver, I expect that the 
Finari(‘e Minister in prejiariiig the Explanatory Memoranda foi** his 
future Supplenieniivry Budgets will be a little more elaborate, so that 
misapprehensions might not arise in the minds of the Ijon’ble members. 

I now adjourn the House till 2-15 p^m. on Friday, the 10th March, 
1980. 


Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 10th 
March, 1989. 
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Members absent. 


The following members 
8th March, 1939: — 


were absent from the meeting held on the 


(1) Sir E. C. Benthall. 


(2) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhui*y. 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(4) Klian Bahadur S. Fazal Ellahi. 

(o) Mr. R. . N. Ferguson. 

(6) Nawabzada Kamruddin Haider. 

(7) Mr. Mohammad Hos^^ain. 

(8) Alhadj Khan Iklia.lur Shaikh Muliaminad Jan. 
#(9) Mr. T. Lamb. 

(19) Mr. J. MeFarlane. 

(!l) Ilai Ihihadnr Saiis (!handra Mukherji. 

(12) Mr. H. ]'. I'nddar. 

(I'i) Maliaraja Sir Maniiialha Nath Ray Chowdhury. 


B. G. ^88—1939-40— 69A— 760. 




Hie BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


The (/OUNCiL met in the Legislative Chamber ot the Jjegislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Friday, the 10th March, 1089, at 2-10 p.in., being 
the sixteenth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 02 (2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 19JF), 

Mr. President (the Hnn’bJe Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


Reference to Sir Evan Cotton’s Death. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before the business on the Order Pajier for the 
day isf taken up, 1 have to mention to the^ hoiCble members the melan- 
choly news (»f the death of Sir Evan (^dton who held the oltiee of the 
President of tlie Bengal Legislative (kuineil from 1922— 192o, after 
the inauguration of the Montague-CUielinsford lleforms. The (\>tt(>n 
family was intimately known to the people (»f Bengal long before Sir 
Evan Cotton was called upon to fill this important ])ost. Th(‘ name of 
•his father, Sir Henry (\)tl()n, who rame out to Bengal as a member of 
the Indian Civil Service, was one to conjure with among the ])olitieal 
circles of Bengal, nay the wdiole of India, in the beginning of the 20th 
century. It may be news to many of the hon’ble members that Sir 
Evan was born at Midnaiiore in ISOiS w'hen liis fath(‘r was placed in 
charge of that district. 

Sir Evan Cotton had a distinguished career. He was e<lucated at 
SherhoriMj and Jesus College, Oxford, and while there he distinguished 
himself as the vSeholar-Secretary of tlie Oxford fTnioji Society. Called 
to the Bar at Lincoln’s Inn in January, 189*1, he .practised at the 
Calcutta High Court for 18 years. He wuis a memWr t)f the Calcutta 
Corporation from H109 to 19()tl when he ij‘tiiiTied to England, While in 
England, Sir Evajji began to take interest in British jaditics. He was 
elected an M.P. (LiheraL for East Finsbury j»in 1918 and sat in 
Westminster till 1922 when he returned to India to become the 
President of tlie Bengal Legislative Council. Sir* Evan was vastly 
learned in the rules and technique of the British Parliaiucntary proce- 
dure and he was specially selected, to fill the post of the President of the 
Bengal Legislative ( ouncil in order to lay the foundation of correct 
parlianieniarv practice and procedure for the future guidance of the 
Bengal Legislative (ouncil wJiich under the Montford lleforms came to 
he constituted- with a larger element ot elected representatives of the 
people and ,also invested with wdder powei-s over the admiifistration of 
the province than under tlie Minto-MorlSy Jlefortns. I had the^ 
privilege of seeing Sir Evun at work in the catpaci€>’ of the Pi<e«idi^tlt? 
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of the Bengal Legislative Council from a close range, as I happened to 
be an elected member of tlie Council during this period and I can testify 
from personal knowledge to his wonderful grasp of correct parliamentary 
procedure and also to his keen desire to develop a series of healthy 
parliamentary conventions for future guidance in this sphere. 

There was yet another sphere of activities in which his contribution 
would he reinemlKTed for ever. I refer to his labours in the cause of 
histori(^al research. The rejuvenation of the Calcutta Historical Society 
was attributable, in no small measure, to his enthusiasm and energy. 
Under liis (‘dilorship, ^‘Bengal — Past .and Present’^ developed into a 
first-class journal (>f historical research aivl study. Sir Evan was one 
of the best living authorities on “Old Calcutta”, his researches in this 
connection being incorporated in the book entitled “Calcutta — Old and 
New” — which he had compiled. 

Sir Evan Cotton is survived by his widow and daughter and I am 
sure the (Jouncdl will desire ,that we should send the members of the 
bereaved family our lieartfelt condolences on this occasion. 

As a mark of respect to the memory of the deceased, I would request 
the hoiCble members to rise in their seats. 

(Member rose in I heir seats as a mark of re.spect.) 

f 

■ t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Questions 
and answers will now be taken up 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Transfer of employees under the District Sub-Registrar’s OfRoe. 

93. Mr. KRI&HI^A CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 

fche flon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be 
pleased to lay on the table tht copy of the letter No. 0009-15 of the 
District Sub-Regisirar of Alipore, ^LParuanas, issiVed on the 2lst 
Oclobiu, 1988!^ * 

{h) VV^ill tlie Mou'ble Minister be pleased to state whether some 
em]d()yt‘c> of iln* rimil Sub-Registry Offices under the District Sub- 
Registrar of 24-Pargaiuis are transferred from one office to another 
without payment of any travelling allowance? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
the statement showing the names of each clerk and muharrir in the 
24-Parganas offices of the Registration Department who had been 
transferred ‘during the last five months from August to December, 
1938, to the office qf Cossipore-Dum-Dum, Barrackpore, Kakdwip, 
Baruipur, Matla, Budge-Budge, Sealdah, Behala and Degangaf 
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The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): {a) A copy of»the 

statement is placed on ihe table. 

(h) When such transfer is made at the reciuest of the employee and 
not in the public interest, travelling* allowance is not generally allowed. 

, (c) A statement is placed on the table. No Iransfer was made during 
the period in the Budge-Budge office. 


State me7if referred to in ihf hpiy to rkm^e {d} of question No. />»>. 

Obdkb. 

1. Munshi Kazi Abdul Hai, muharnr of Baduria Sub-Registry 
is hereby transferred lo Habra »;Jnb-R(^gisfry Office vice Babu 

Chunilal Mandal tninsfernul to Behala Oflice. 

2. Balm Chunilal Mandal, nivhairir of Habra Sub-Registry Office, 
is transferred lo Behala. Sub-Rcgistrv Office vice Munshi Jainayet Ali 
transferred to (^ossipore-Duni-Dnm Office. 

3. Munshi Jainayet Ali, muharnr of Behala Sub-R(igistry Office, 
is transferred to Co.ssi])ore-])um-])uni Suh-Registrv Offii'e nVc Munshi 
A, K. M, Faziul Karim, mvharrir, transferred to Kakdwip Offi(‘e. 

4. Munshi A. K. M. Kazlul Karim, mvharn'r of ( N)ssipore-l)um- 
Huni Suh-Registry Office, is transferred to Kakdui)) Sub-Registry 
Office vice Babu Prafulla Kumar Ghosh, muharrir, transferred fo 
Baduria Office. 

p. Babu Prafulla Kumar Ghosh, muharnr of Kakdwij) Sub- 
Registry Office, is transferred to Baduria Snb-Registry Office vice 
Munshi Kazi Abdul Hai, mvharriry transferred In Habra Office. 

G. Babu Protap Chandra Ghosh, rnnharrir of Baruipnr Sub- 
Registry Office, is transferred to Matly Sub-Registry Office me Babu 
Bhupendra Nath» Banarji, mn/unrir, transferred to Bariiijmr Office. 

7. Babu Bhupendra Natfi Banarji, mifharnr of Matla Sub- 
Registry Office, is transferred to Baruipnr Sub-Registry Office vice 
JBabu Protap (^handra Ghosh, mnh/irnr, transterreff fo Mafia Office. 

As the transfers of Nos. 1, 4 and 6 arc made as a disciplinary measure 
and those of Nos. 2, d, 5 and at requests, none of the muharrirs 
will be entitled to any travelling allowance from Government. 


Sd. S. Banarji, 

for Reaistrar. 
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Memo. No. 9909 - 16 , Alipore, the 2l8t October, ^ 1938 . 

Copy forwarded to the Sub-Regifttrar of (Sub-Kejristrars concerned) 
for information * ^ 


Sd. S. BANA3Wi, 

for Registrar. 


Stat^TneiLt referred to in the reglg to {louse (c) of question No. 93 
showmg the names of the clerks mid muharrirs who were trans- 
ferred dvring the period from August to December, 1938, ip the 
offices at Cossipore-J)vm-ff>um, Barrackpore, Kakdwip, Baruipufy 
Matla^ Sealdah, Behala and Vegnnga. 

1. Muiishi Jasiiuuddin Alijnad. clerk, trotii C'oHsifjoie-Dam-Duiu 
Office to Deg-anga Office. 

2. Munslii A. K. M. Fazlul 'Karim, inuhamr. from (yossipore- 
Duin-Diim Office io Kakdwip Office. 

3. Habii liaidya Nath Biswaw, clerk, froni Barrackpore Office to 
Sealdah Office, 

4. Munslii Mir Muhammad All. muharrir, from Sadar Office to ac.t 
as clerk of* Barrackpore. 

5. Babu Prafulla Kumar Ohosh, muharnr, from Kakdwip Office 
to Baduria Office. 

6. Babu J*rafap f^handra Oliosh, muhanir, from Baruipur Office 
to Mall a. 

I 

7. Babu Bhupendra Nath Banarji, muhnrnr, froii Matla CHfice to 

Baruipur. i 

8. Babu Satish (/handra Chatterji, clerk, Sealdah Sub-Registry 
Office, ajipointed feinporarily to act as clerk in the Sadar Joint Sulv 
Registry Office at Alipore,. 

« 

9. Babu Chunilal Mandal, tmthairir, from Habra to Behala Office. 

10. Munshi »lama\el Ali, luuharrir, from Behala io (k)s.sipore- 
Dum-Duni Office. 

11. Munslii Krsbad Hossain, clerk, fnuii Deganga Sub-Registry 
Office to (’ossipore-Dum-Bnm. 
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AooofnmodaticHi for the Students* Union, etc., of the PresMonoy Coli^. 

94. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge ofc^the Kdncatinn Department be pleased 
to state — 

• (a) whether it is a tact that there are ahoiii l,tKK) students in the 
, Presidency College : 

(h) whether there are ('ollege Cnion, Dehaling Society and several 
other such institutions in the college for the welfare of the 
students; * 

whether it is a iac* that when important t unctions of those 
institutior»s arc held, nearly three-fourths of the students are 
unable to join in such fumdioiis owing to want of proper 
accommodation in the eollege for lM)lding such functions; 
and 

(d) whether it is a tact that siu*h functions at present are hi*ld in 
' the Physics Theatre of the coilege and, if so, whether the 
said Theatre has the maximum (*apa(u‘ty (d' holding only 
about 2(K) students? 

The Hon’bie Mr, NALINI RANJAN SARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): ia) Yes. on an 
average. 

{h) Yes. 

(r) Yes, alK)ut tv\(»-tliinls are unable to join; hut when there are 
guests, about three-fourths cannot la* accommodated. 

(d) Yes. The PliAsics Theatre has the maximum c,a))aeity of al)out 

300. 

95. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWliHURY: Uj) Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Edu(*ation Department 1 m^ pletised to 
state whether an Estimate was e\er made for the (‘onstruction of a hall 
for holding meetings of the College Fnion, Debating f’luh, etc., ot the 
students of the Presidency College^? 

(b) If vsp, was sm*li estiinate saiictiojH‘d by (lovernmcTit? If not, 
why not? 

(c) Do the Governnieut now projjose to provide a sufficient sum in 
their next budget for the con .struct ion of a Hall to accomTiiodaie at least 
1,000 students? If not, why not? 

(d) Is the Hon’bie Minister aware of the strong feeling of resentment 
among the- students for the Government’s apathy towards flie constme«- 
tion of^ such a hall for the students of this collifge? 
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(e) If not, does he propose io enquire into the matter P 
\f) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department); (a) Yes. 

(h) No, as a revision of the s’eheme was found necessary. 

(c) A revised scheme is Ixnnf^ matured and, on apj>roval l>y (rovern- 
ment, will he financed in due course. 

(d) No, bill I am aware that there is^ need for more acr*ommodation. 
and (/) Do not arise. 


General health of the students. 

96. Khan Bahadur MauM MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM; (a) Is 

the IJon’ble Minister in charge of llie Educ*ation Department aware 
that the ^■eneral health (s]>ecially eye-si^ht) of th(^ majority of the 
students is deteriorating P 

(6) If the unsw(*r to (n) he in the affirmative, do the (jovernment pro- 
pose to take any steps to remove the <‘auses thereof p 

(c) If the answer to part (h) he in the affirmative, are the Govern- 
ment prepared to hear the expenses ri'cpiired for reirioving those causes 
from the provincial revenues P 

(d) Do the Government pro]iose to tak(‘ steps t<» remedy those evils 
at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) and (r) Yes. 

(h) Government have already taken steps. 

(d) lls, 2,50, ()(R) has already, Iwen allotted under the Youth Welfare 
Scheme, for the improvement of the health and plsysical welfare of 
young people. This %.um will he repeated in 19f‘f9-40. Of the sum, 
Bs. 1,50,000 is recurring, and Government are considering the question 
of increasing this iVcurring grant. 


The students of the Rajshahi Collegiate School. 

97. Khan Bahadur MauIvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that the 
students of the Rajshahi (kdlegiate School are undergoing great inconve- 
nience owing to th(* wvnt of a Common Room? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) l)e in the affirmative, what steps have been 
taken by the Government to ameliorate their hardships? 

(c) Is there any proposal regarding the above (^mmon Room pend- 
ing? If so. when and by vvhat»artnal time will it materialise? 

.The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) Yes. 

{h) The construction of three additional rooms and a Hall for the 
Rajsliahi Collegiate School under consideration. 

(c) Yes. As soon as fhe scht-ine is matured and approved and funds 
to finan<*e if become available. 


The All-Bengal Registration Employees’ Association. 

9^. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: („) Will 

the IJon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department bi‘ pleased 
to state wli ether it is a fact that the Secretary, Education Department^ 
has rc'ceived letters, dated the 1st June, 19d8, IGth September, 1938, 
5th Decemlier, 1938, 9th December, 193<S, 21st December, 1938, 22nd 
December, 1938, 3rd Januaiy, l!t39, 4th January, 1939, 21st January, 
1939, and 21st Januar>, 1939, respectively, from tin* All-Bengal 
Registration ETn])loyees’ Association: and is it a fact that the said 
Association is a registered body under the Indian Trade Enion Act, 
1926, and has been recognised by the GoviTiiment as stated in the 
answer to the fbuncil question No. 142 on the 16tb August, 1937? 

(h) If the reply to (a) be in the affirmative, will tit? Ilnn’ble 
Minister kindly enlighten the House as to what were the contents of 
the said communications? 

(r) If the reply to (a) be in the affinnativc, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wliat action has heei^, taken or is intended 
to he taken in the mattcT:^ If not, why not? 

■ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKBR (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department): (a) All the letters 
mentioned except the letter, dat(‘d the 21 st Dec‘emher, 1938, were 
received. As regaids other matters, the member is referred to the 
answer given to similar question.*^ hy Mr. Shrish f-handra (Uiakraverty, 
M.L.c'., during the eiirreut s(‘s^ion. 

(?D The subjects of the communications were the following: — 

(i) office establishment of the Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta; 

(ii) recognition by Government of the Association; and 

(in\ a deputation by the Association. 
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(v) The Association was informed that Government did not con- 
sideV that the members of the office establishment of the Registrar of 
Assurances, Calcutta, had any real grievances. As regards the depu- 
tation and application for recognition, the Association was informed 
thai these matters were under consideration. 


The proscribed books of Kazi Nazrul Islam. 

99. Mr. BAMKIM CHANDRA DAT.TA (on behalf of Mr. Humayun 

Kabir): {a) Will the Hoirble Minister in eharge nl the Home Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that the books “Dishei* Ban8hee^\ 
^^Bhangar Gan’^ “Pralaya Sheekha”, “Chandrabindu^’ and “Jugabanee’^ 
of Kazi Nazrul Islam have been jnoscribed under orders of the Govern- 
ment ^ If so, what are the reasons for such profscpption 

(h) When were the books. mentioned above proscribed 

(c) Do Government propose to remove the ban on them in view of 
the changed circumstan<‘es in the country? If not, why not? 


MINISTER in charge of the HpM'E DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble, 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. The books were considered sedi- 
tious. 

ih) A statement is laid on the table. 

Xc) No. because of the declared intention of powerful political 
interests tv wi’cck the (k)nstitution and organise tlie masses for rebellion 
and soeial revolution. 


iStaUinent referred to irt reply to clause (b) of question No. 99 showing the yeaVy 

I *• 



number and dale of notijicat ian 

o/ the prose rihed hooks of Kazi 


Nazrul Islam. 

c 

« 


Name of the boolAs. 

Year. 

Number and date of notification. 

1. 

Bisher Banshee 

1924 

10720P., dated 22nd October, 
1924. 

2. 

Bhangar 6an 

1924, 

11G57P., dated 11th November, 
1924. 

3. 

Pralaya Sikha 

1930 

14087P., dated 17th Sep tern ber» 
1930. 

4. 

C^handrabindu 

1931 

17625P., dated 14th October, 1931. 

A. 

Jugabanee , 

< 

1922 

16661P., dated 23rd November, 
1922. 



1939.1 QUESTIONS ANJ) ANSWERS. m 

Th« probable date of the inauguration of Federation. 


100. Mr. NUR AHMEDs (a) Will the Hoo hie Minister in nhur^e 
nf the Home Department he pjeased to state wljether His Majesty’s 
Oovernmeiit or the (Government of India has f»iven any information to 
the Ooverninent of Hen^^al regarding the probable date of the inan^rura- 
tion of Federation as adninbrated in the Government of Itidia Act, 
1935 y • 

{h} Have the Government of Bengal come to any decision as to the 
attitude they are going to ado,pt in this mat ter V If so, what is the 
attitude? , 

(c) Do the Government of Bengal proposi* to lake the House^ in 
their confidence while taking any final decision in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: G/i No. 

(h) and (c) The hon’ble member is referred to section {h of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. ' 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Ari>iiig out ol answer to 
claUvSO (If) whenu’n tlu* Tlon'ble Minister has referred to section -{‘JtK /') 
*of the (io%"ei‘nment of India Act, which onl> giv(*s tlu^ dale of 

the Royal Proclamation, ma\ we know what altiliide this Govcrmnent 
w'ill tuk<‘ uj> when (he Federal Scheme i^ sought to be ina\igui‘ated ? 

The Hon’ble Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As l< mg us this Govern- 
ment is functioning under the Government (d India Act. it lias got to 
follow the Government of India Act. 


Encouragement of cottage industries'^ 

* . 

101. Khan Bahadur KAZI ABDUR RASHID; (a) Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Industries Department be jdeased to state 
what steps up till now’ ho has taken to eiiconrageyottage industries in 
this province for the manufacture of (hfrrirn and other jute 

products ? t 

(h) Are Government aware that in the past cottage industries 
played a very important i)art in, this country for giving employment 
and food to a large section of the people? 

(c) if ilie answer to (/v> he in the affirmative, does tlje Hon 'hie 
Minister propose to promote eottage industries by count ry-wide propa- 
ganda and does he propose to start free training camps in villages for 
training the, village folks in the manufacture of jainnmaz, durnes and 
other jute products? 



532 


gUKSTIONS AND ANSWKK8. 


[10th Mar.^ 


MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) The two 

Jute Weaving DeiiHHistratiou Parties have been teaching and 
encouraging llie nianutaclure of jamanLojex, durries, and other 
jute products since 1932. Moreover, I have recently established a 
Model Jute Weaving School at Rangpur tor the purpose. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The deparlinent has already been doing considtuable proj>aganda 
and demonstration tor encouraging and i)opularising cottage industries 
in the country-side through various demonstration jiiirties and j>eri-* 
patetic schools. 1 have already staled ho^< 1 have arranged tor train- 
ing in the manufacture of jai'narmijt's, dftrrirs, and other jute products 
through the new Model Ju((‘ Wea\ ing ‘Sc hool and the existing Jute 
Weaving Demonstration IhivUcs who ioiii' in i]\v interior and hold 
training camps at suitable centres in the villages. All this training is 
being imparted tree. T have/ however, apjiointed an Industrial Survey 
Committee who will go ifito^tlu* (jnestion of further expansion of the 
activities of the dej)art!nent in this direction and shall take necessary 
action according to tin‘ advice of the (^mimittee whcui received 


Meghna Bridge. 

102. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

(a) Will the lloirhle Minister in charge^ of the Public Health and 
Medical l)ej)artment be jdeased to st-ate whether it is a tact that wagon 
loads of stones were thrown into the midstream and sides of the river 
Meghna adjoining the Meghna Bridge^ during the last rains, by the 
Assam-Bengal Railway authorities? 

{!)) Are the (rinernment aware tlial the said action \^ould make the 
water of the river slmllow anil affect the natural drainage and public 
health of the loealitA ? 

f 

(r) MVre the Ibiblic Health authorities eon^alted before the 
llailwn> authorities ^idopted the said measures? If not, why not? 

(d) If the reply to (h) he in the athrmalive, what steps does the 
Hon’hle Minister propose to take to see that the public health may not 
be affected owing to the piotectivc jneasnres taken for the Meghna 
Bridge ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISGHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar 
(on behalf, of the Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medi- 
cal Department): 1 am, making inquiries, and will endeavour to give 
the hon’ble member the information which he desires, as soon as.possible. 
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Presentation of the fourth report of the Privilege Committeel 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, J beg io present the 
Fourth Report of the (V)iniiiittee of Privileges regarding — 

, (1) the assault on Air. Jiimiayun Ivabii, which was referred to the 

Privilege Coiaiuittee on S(h August, Uh‘hS, by this Council 
and which the Comniitiee in its turn, leferred to the Govern- 
inent for a detailed siatennuit in «‘<iiuiection therewith; and 

(2) the resolution of ])r, itadha Kuniud Mookerji passed by the 
<h)uncil on 20tli »Februars , PhtH, in connection with the 
Couindrs privilege to make rules for regulating their pro- 
cedure and the (*onduct of their husiness under section 84(7) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Nfr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; (hi ;< nialler oi iiifoiination, Sir, 
I see from the Foiirth Report (d' I he (ormnittee of Pri\ ih*ges that a 
statefnent has been made ((» I lie eflVci that in view of the assurances 
given by the Hon’ble Flonie Alinister to the efl'ect that the Government 
will allot sufficient nuniher of da>s duving this session for the report 
being dLscaissed and jiasscd in t]u‘ mirrent session, ilie Privilege (him- 
• mittee is of opinioji that ilic considvration of the matter be postponed. 
May 1 know. Sir, whether during Die current month we will have an 
opporiunift of discussing these rules and [lassiiig them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, at th(‘ time when 
I gave this assurance, 1 was hoping that the Council will l)e^ad.journed 
and will continue till about the middle of April. Put. owing to certain 
measures not being readx for co reside ration by the (Viiincil, which 1 
had hoped would be ready, it may be that the ('oinicil will have to be 
prorogued soon and summoned to meet again in AjAmI next. Budget 
discussions will go on for some more days still in the Lower House. And 
it has been the convention, Sir, that w^en cut motions on the Budget 
demands are discipssod in tlie otlrer TIoiisr*, sittiIrg-^ of the Counrul are 
not held. In the (a'rcinnstance.^. it will not b.> ramvenient for the 
Government to allrrt any day during this 8e^88ion at the present time 
for discussioji of the report of the Pules ComiuitteP. But T hope, — 
and there is no doubt about it, — that when the Oourn il meets again 
in April, days will be allotted foy this purpose. I might also explain, 
Sir, that although there is going to he a temporary prorogation for 
about a month, it will in effect be the same fiession, and fliaf. fhe next 
ses.sion may be deemed as viriuallv a continuation of the Budget session. 

Mr. LAI.it CHANDRA DAS: May I add one thing;. Sir? The 
rules are ready, and the cut motions relating* to , the Budget are taken 
up else\fhere after our sitting is finished. The Council sits from 2-15 to 
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4*1!^ p.m. 1 <io not see any diifieulty why, even thongh the Kules are 
ready they eannot be taken up this session, and why we shall have to 
take it up later on. There is sutft<‘ieut time to do so. The rules are 
hanging fire for the last two years and on one excuse or the other, they 
are being shelved from one session to another. So, may I request the 
Hon’ble Minister to see 'Whether it is not possible for him to allow ’us 
to sit from day to day from 2-15 to 4-15 p.m. as usual? The cut motions 
are taken in another House at 4-45 p.m. every day; so the consideration 
of the Rules will not in any way interfere with the discussion of the 
cut motions. * 


Mfi PRESIDENT: The Hon'ble Minister’s reply was to the effect 
that they will be very busy with the voting on demands for grants in 
the Tiower House and that was his reason for not taking up the consi- 
deration of the draft Rules at the present moment. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: 1 think, Sir, that the issues 
raised regarding the Rules have now been narrowed down. The Rules 
are quite ready now^ and I believe that one sitting for a few hours wdli 
settle the matter. So, sin<‘e the House was sitting all these days, 
probably greater consideration might have been shown by Government * 
to the very legitimate demand of this House to expedite the settlement 
of its own rules and procedure. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister has explained his 
position afid it is now for the House to decide if they would like to 
press the matter further. But if that is to he done, it must be by 
a formal motion. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: I do not like to suggest that 
we should press our point hy ♦moving a resolution. Personally, I do 
not approve of it. Of course, 1 do not like to fetiei^ the discretion of 
Ihe lion’hle members^ but 1 would like the Hon’ble Home Minister 
just to consider if (>ne more day could not he given for discussion of 
Ihe Rules during the ]iresent session. 

The Hen'Mo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIIt: Sir, 1 very much 
appreciate the fact that Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji does not want 
to press the matter by moving a resolution. Government would have 
been very glad to have allotted a day, but the difficulty is that, although 
the Committee have submitted their Report, Gtivernmeirt as a vriiole 
have^ not yet had tim«i to ’consider the matter. As a matter of fapct, it 
Ixae not yet been pltM*ed before them even. And thaft is the'^refUWrti 
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why it m felt that no useful purpose would be served by allotting a^ay 
just now, as suggested, for consideration of the Report. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDOIN AHMAD: It cannot obviously be 
finished in one day, Sir. 

a 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: it may or ina\ not be 
done in one day. The work of the Rules Committee has not scv far 
proceeded on a party basis. In the circumstances, it is expected that 
consideration of tlie Report of the Rules Committee would })e a formal 
matter and that the report would go through without any lengthy 
discussion. As 1 have said. Sir, the matter has not yet been formally 
placed before the (Tovernment.* Whatever has been decided upon, has 
been done on ilie respnnsibilit\ of the Ministers who were members of 
that (k)mmittee. It 'has got to be placed before the Cabinet as a whole. 
That has not becji done as >et. We had hoped that as soon as the 
Budget w’as passed, it would be placed before the (ioverni|ieut and then 
we would be able to allot a da> for discussion of the report. It is this 
practical difficulty which was prevented us from doing so. I can assure 
the members of the House that tliere will be no difficulty whatsoever 
in discussing the Rules, and that they are bound t(» be taken up for 
*considerati(»n during the next session. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: When is the next session due.^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the 18th of April, 
as at present arranged. 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOftAIN: Sir, may 
1 point out that the Rules were drawn up only py A few members of 
this House, and other members of the House have also got something 
to say with regard to these Rules'^ So. I think it cannot be said that 
it will be a matter only of a formal nature. I < say that notices of 
amendments have been given by not less than lo oi- 20 members, and 
there are as many as 100 amendments. 1 do not knoxV how many more 
there will be, but I tliink. Sir, it may not be entirely a formal matter 
as the Hon’ble Home Minister se«jms to think, and it may take a long 
time discussing the rules 8(» far as I can see. 


The Hon’hle Khwi^ft NAZIMUDDIN : That was only an expres- 
sion of opinion on my part. If the amendments are numerous, that 
fapt will ndt debar the hon’ble- members fropi discussing the report 
thorougljjy. If there are 100 amendments, they Vill all be discussed. 
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iMr. PRESIDENT: The Hou’ble Home Minister has stated that 
the framing of the Buies of this House has not been attempted so far 
from any party consideration. A general unanimity has been sought 
to be achieved after discussion, keeping in view the interests of the 
minorities. 

It is, therefore, presumed, by the llon’ble Home Minister that this 
matter will not give rise to lengthy disctnssions like other controversial 
measures. However, Government have promised that the report of 
the Buies Committee will be taken up next session and as there is not 
more than a month between now and. the next session, I think that 
will satisfy the House. c 

The House will now take uj) the Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 
1938, as ])a8sed by the Assembly. 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Bengal Maternity Benefit Billp 1938. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill*, 1938, passed by the Assembly,, 
he taken into consideration. 

Sir, 1 desire to express my appreciation of the restraint shown by 
this House in not sending any amendments It seems to indicate that 
when the House sees a good thing, it appreciates it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Maternity 
Benefit Bill, 1938, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into considera- 
tion. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: On a point of 
information, Sir. Whenever any Bill is introduced in this House, it 
is the usual practice, or rather a convention of tb^ House, to invite 
amendments by lixiiig a time-limit. May I enquire. Sir, if any such 
Circular letttT was issued in cnniu'ctioii with this Bill? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Oh, yes, it was. 

« 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: WUen ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: As there was 7H) lime to call for amendments 
by circulation of notice, it was announced from the Chair on the 14tb 
Jrehruary, .1939, that amendments to this Bill would he received in 
the Council office till ^thc^ evening of tlie 15tb February, 1939. But no 
notice of amendmei^ts was received from any member. 
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The question before the House is that the Bengal Maternity Benefit 
Bill, 1938, as passed in the Assembly, be laken ijjto consideration. 
The question was agreed to. 


Clauses 1-4. 

Mr.' PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clauses 
1 to 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 


Clatises 5-11. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is that clauses 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 


Clauses 12-15. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The queation before the House is that clauses 
*12 to 15 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 


Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Title and Preamble be added to the Bill. 

The question was agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1938, as settled in Council, be 
passed. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved, that the Bengal Maternity 
Benefit Bill, 1938, as settled in Council, be passed. 


’Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1938, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The question was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Governnaent resolutions will now be taken up. 
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GOVERNMENT RESOLUTIONS 

Raoommencling legislation by Federal Legislature to regulate statistics 

of employment. 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur^ of. Dacca: 

Sir, I beg to move thjat this Council is of opinion that the following 
matters, being matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative List, 
should be regulated in this province by an Act of the Federal Legis- 
lature, namely : — 

(t) statistics of employment, 

(ii) offences against, and the jurisdiction and powers of Courts with 
respect to, the said Act of the Federal Legislature. 

r 

Sir, this resolution is ihe outcome of mature deliberation by the 
Government of India in consultation with Provincial Governments and 
public bodies. Tlie iinjxirtance of the problem of middle-class un- 
employment needs no emphasis in this Coundl and it cannot be denied 
that the collection of statistics bearing#on the problem would be a contri- 
bution towards the adoption of renledial measures. 

But in the aJbsence of a scheme of unemployment insurance Or of 
some other substantial inducement to the unemployed to register, no 
reliable statistics of unemployed persons can be collected. Few will 
take the trouible to make a return unless they have a direct interest in 
doing so,, and the attempts made al ibe last census yielded no results 
of value. 

If, therefore, statistical material is to be secured, statistics of 
employment muSit be collected; and if particulars are collected of the 
number of men with epecified educalional qualifications employed in the 
various spheres of industry and commerce, the collection of such 
statistics will serve the following purposes : In the first place, it will 
furnish a ibasis for estimating the needs of the various industries and 
commercial concerns for qualified men with different types of technical 
qualifications witji a view to better correlation of supply and demand. 
In the second place, the statistics will make it possible to form a general 
estimate of Vhe potentialities for absorption offered by industry and 
oomiU'erce for educated young men ‘and thus to gauge the effects of 
this policy on unemployment. In the third place, the statistics will 
help to meet the public need and demand for statistical material. 

The value of the statistics would depend on the completeness of the 
returns. If therefore reliable statistics are to Ibe secured, legislation 
will be necessary, siqce 'otherwise industrial concerns may refuse parti > 
aulars of employed persons and others may supply incomplete figures. 
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Opinion is practically unanimous in all the provinces that this 
legislation should !be central rather tlian provincial so as to ensure 
uniformity and avoid provincial variations in the. form and method of 
conducting an enquiry. 

The type of legislation envisaged is siiu])le. It would enalble 
prescribed authorities to require such employers as might be prescribed 
to 'furnish certain particulars regarding the qualifications, educational 
or technical, of persons or certain classes of j)er8ons, e.g., those holding 
posts carrying more than a specified minimum i)ay, employed or recently 
employed Iby them and w'ould provide a penalty for non-com])liance. 

The proposals may be framed so as to give Provincial Governments 
also power to prescribe returns as a prescribed authority. 

While legislation in general terms is contemj)lated the Government 
of India do not at present contemplate any large-scale simultaneous 
enquiry but to restrict the enquiry to organised industry (i.e., regulated 
factcfries, mines and railways). 

It is understood that a similar resolution will be moved in the Legis- 
latures of all provinces. 

With these words, Sir, I commend this resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that this Council is of opinicm 
that the following matters, being matters enumerated in the Provincial 
Legislative List, should be regulated in this province by an Act of the 
Federal Legislature, namely: — 

(?’) statistics of employment; 

(ii) ofi'ences against and the jurisdiction and powers of Courts 
with respect to the said .\ct of the federal Legislature. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the* House is that this 
Council is of opinion that the following matters, being matters enume- 
rated in the Provincial Legislative List, should be regulated in this 
province by an Act of the Federal Legislature, namely 

. (i) stati.stics of employment; 

(ii) ofiences against and the jurisdiction and powers of Courts 
with respect to the said Act of the Federal Legislature, 


. ,The question was agreed to. 
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Recommending legislation by Federal Legislature to regulate trade in 
* drugs, medicines and biological products. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to moTe that 
this Council is oi opinion that it is desirable that — 

(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines 

and biological products; 

(2) the production, supply and distribution of drugs, medicines 

and biological products; 

(3) the adulteration of drugs, medicilies and biological products; 

(4) fees in respect of the matters mentioned in clauses (1) to (3) ; 

(6) inquiiies and statistics for the purpose of the matters mentioned 
in clauses (1) to (4); 

(6) offences against lawA with respect to the matters mentioned 

in clauses (1) to (&); 

(7) jurisdiction and powers of Courts with respect to the matters 

mentioned in clauses (1) to (6) ; 


which are among the matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative 
List, should be regulated in this province by an Act of the Federal 
Legislature. 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May T rise on a point of order. 
SirP With regard to the Eesolution moved just now, specially with 
regard to item No. 2, 1 want to know whether this Eesolution in all its 
parts is in accordance with the Government of India Act, 1935. 

^ i' 

I am afraid tlmt paragraph marked (2), that is, production, supply 
and distribution of drugs, medicines and biological products, the 
sphere covered by No. 2 encroaches upon the sphere, of Federal Legis- 
lation. I have my tV^ubts on this point. I simply raise this point of 
doubt. I do not know whether Government duly considered this aspect 
of the matter, beoause in the list of Federal subjects, there are provi- 
sions for regulation of the manufacture of commodities which include 
medicines andP biological products, narrotic drugs and other drugs. So, 
I wish to know whether the Government will be quite justified jn 
making part 2 as a part of this resolution especially when it relates 
to the manufacture of drugs. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Ale you referring to item No. 45 in list (I) P 
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Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Item No. 45 iu the fth 

Schedule of the Federal (Legislative List. Iliere we have these 
words ; — 

"Duties on excise and tobacco and other goods manufactured or 
produced in India.” 

There drc certain ex(‘ej)tk)ns made, but these exceptions do not really 
exclude the biological products mentioned here and especially the word 
"drugs”. Therefore I am not quite positive on this point. Hut T wish 
the Government to satisfy themselves as to the legality of this item. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there any question of lovyinsf any iJutyP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir, tlicie is no 
question of levying any duty. Moreover, Sir, this question is more or 
less academical, because this Council is going to request the Central 
Government to ])ass an Act in the Federal Legislature and not here. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 think the point that Dr. Mookerji w^anted to 
make is whether it belongs exclusively to the Provincial List. But 
^ven in that case, if the Provincial Legislatures agree, then under 
section 103 of the Government of India Act, 1985, there will be no 
difficulty about the resolution. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, may 1 draw the 
attention of the House to a certain provision which declares that a 
Provincial Legislative subject if it covers more than one ^province, 
then it comes under the sphere of Federal Ivegislature under clause 4 
of section 100? The Federal Jiegislature has power to make law with 
respect to matters enumerated in the Provincial List crcept for any one 
province or any part thereof. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Dr. Mookerji 's contention is that he 
does not know^ whether similar request has, been made by the 
Legislatures in other provinces. That might be made clear by the 
Hon’ble Minister. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, my point was that grant- 
ing that there may be similar applications from other Provinciaf Tiegis- 
latures, I have my doubt as to the foundation of this request. I am 
not sure as to whether the Federal Government cannot turn' down an 
unreasonable request where a Provincial Government may appear to 
encroach uppn the Federal sphere. If it is clear from thd. Act that 
certain subjects are barred out absolutely of* Provincial sphere, the 
resolutioA just moved should be amended in such a manner that it 
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does not offend against the law on the subject. I think, Sir, this 
beautiful phrase ^‘biological products’ ^ — I do not know whose inven- 
tion it was, — really brings within its scope many commodities which 
are certainly included in the list of Federal subjects. So, I should like 
the Hon’ble Minister to kindly consider this point and see what should 
be done, before asking the Council to consider a subject which n^ay be 
turned down on grounds of illegality. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In this resolution, it is merely a recommenda- 
tion suggesting to the Federal Legislature that it is desirable to take 
up legislaiion on these matters. It is not compelling them or en- 
croaching n])on their rights, in any wa> . 

Dr, RADriA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My point is that the words 
“biological products” include duties, the administration of which in 
my opinion belongs to the i Federal Government. My point 'is we 
should not put ourselves to illegalities. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Under clause 4r>, it is the duty on these things 
that comes under the sphere of the Federal subject. There is no duty 
contemplated here. 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI ; But it may lead to imposi- 
tion of a duty. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: If it is a question about imposition of duty, 
it will be^the exclusive right of the Federal TiCgislature to do it. They 
would not require the rec'oramendation of this House. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: My point here is this. The 
whole subject ol the manufacture of certain commodities is to be 
administered by Provincial Government including the right of 
levying a duty. That is how \ take the wording of the resolution placed 
before the House. It is very vague. I want the Gkwernment to make 
it quite specific. Uhave my doubts, but if you think my doubts are 
unfounded, then 1 have no point. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Is it not a fact that similar request has been 
made from several provinces? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 1 think from 
all the provinces. 

4 

Mr, PRESIDENT^: ^Then it comes under section 103 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. When it concerns several provinces,* it comes 
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under the jurisdiction of the Federal Ijej^islature, in order that there 
may be uniformity in legislation. And it is open to the several 
Legislatures separately to recommend to the CTOV"ernment of India to 
take up such a legislation. 

.The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, hon’ble members 
will probably remember that a similar resolution was passed in this 
House on the 12th August last. Therefore, it will not be necessary, 
I think, on my part to enter into history of the demand Ihal nece- 
sitated the passing of a resolution like this, not only in this province 
but iji all the other provinces of India, as wtdl. Tlie dilference 
betwecm the pievions )H'>olution and the prestmt oiu' is tliis that in the 
previus resolution theie was fio mention of “biological products’’. 
Ill this resolution hiologifal products are included for the simple 
reason that nowadaxs biological products like s(*rum, vaiadnes, 
g'landular extracts, etc,, torm a very important bramdi of modern 
medicine. Tt may be of interest to the hon’ble members to know 
that this jiossible lacuna was first of all notietMl by the (.lov(‘rnment of 
Assam which drew tin* attention ol the (Vntrul (loviMinmmt to this. 
Thereupon, the (Vritral (jovernment has requested the Government 
of Bengal and all the other Provincial Governments to pass resolniiona 
t of a comprehensive natuie irndnding’ biological products. It is in 
accordance witli the request of the (Voitral Government that tins reso- 
lution has now l)(‘en tabled before this IIoiih(‘. Ft is a most inoc'cuous 
resolution and hoii’bh* memF)ers will also remember that the diunand 
for drug control is verx insistent. It is, therefore, felt that the sooner 
the Ontral Government passes the necessary legislation regarding this, 
the better for the whole of India. F, therefore* think. Sir, that 
this resolution will he unanimously accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would further draw the* 'attention of Dr, 
Mookerji to section 103 of the (Tovernment of India Act which runs 
thus : — 

“If it appears to the legislatures of two or more provinces to be 
desirable tliat any of the matters enumerated in the Provincial Legis- 
lative Jjist sliould he regulated in those provinces hy an Act of 
Federal Lcjgi slat lire, and if resolutions to that effect aie passed by all 
the Ghamhers of those i^roviiicial Legislatures, it f^hall be lawful 
for the Federal Legislature to pass an Act for regulating that 
itaatter accordingly ' ’ 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Is it the intention of that 
section that a subject might be transferred from the Fe'deral Legis- 
lative Jjist to the Provincial Tiist? That was gny point. 
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Mr« PRESIDENT: That is exactly what is provided in this 
section. 

Motion moved that this Council is of opinion that it is desirable 
that — 

(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines, 

and biological products, . • 

(2) the production, supply and distribution of drags, mevlicines 

and biological products; 

(f‘l) ilie iidnlteraiion of drugs, medicines and biological products; 
(4) fees in respect of the matters mentioned in clauses ( 1 ) to (J); 

(6) inquiries and statistics for the purpose of the matters mentioned 

in clauses (7) to ( 4 )\ 

(()) offences against laws, with respect to the matters mentioned in 
clauses ( 1 ) to (-5); 

(7 ) jurisdiction and powers of (.\>urts wit I) res])ect to the matters 

mentioned in clauses {!) to { 6 )\ 

which are among the matters enumerated in the Provimdal Legislative 
List, should be regulated in this province by an Act of the Federal 
Legislature, 


Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that this 
Council is of opinion that it is desirable that — 

(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines, 

and biological products, 

(2) the production, supply and distribution of drugs, medicines, 

and biological products; 

(3) the adulWmtiop of drugs, medicines and biological products, 

(4) fees in respect of the matters mentioned in clauses {!) to { 3 ); 

(5) inquiries and statistics for the purpose of the «niatters mention- 

ed in (dauses {!) to { 4 ) ; 

(6) offences against laws with respect to the matters mentioned in 

clauses (i) to (J) ; 

(7) jurisdictioii and powers of Courts with respect to the matters 

mentioned in clauses (7) to*^(^^; 

v 

which are among the matlers enumerated in the Provincial Legislative 
List, should be regnilated in this province by an Act of the Federal 
Legislature. . 

The motion was ag^ee<f to. 
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Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, may I bring it to tbc notice of Jthe 
Hon’ble Home Minister that the 13th April would not be a suitable 
date for the meeting of this Council? 

* 

Mr, PRESIDENT; That question does not arise now. 

Consideration of the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) BilIp 

1939 . 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Sir, 1 beg to introdme 
the Caleulta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1930. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Sij-, I beg to move tliat 
the (aleutia and Suburban Ibdiee (AmendmenI) Bill, H)39, be taken 
into consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; On a poinl of order, Sir, 1 desire to 
draw your aUenlion io section (w (/) of the Rules and Standing 
Orderjs wdiieh says: “Any member who wishes to move an amendment 
to any Bill under the consideration of the Council shall send written 
notice thereof to the Secretary .;o as to reach him at least ten days 
^before the first day on which the Bill is to be taken into consideration 
by the ('ouncil and shall together with the notice send a copy of the 
amendment whicli he desires to move.” 

Now, Sir, theje is underlying this rule a principle, namely, that 
there should be sufficient time for the Secretary for circulation of all 
possible amendments of the hon’ble members of this House so that 
each member may know in })roj)er time what the amendments of the 
other members are. The amendments were circulated to the members 
just when they were coming to the (’ouncil and ?)Ufficipnt time was 
not given to the bon ’hie members to study the amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The uiii«*iifliii<*nts reaflieil (he tiu'iiihers 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: No, Sir, it was only when we were 
coming to the Council that the notice of the amendm*ents were handed 
over to us. Now, we were asked to submit amendments on tlje 7th March, 
so that 10 days are not available before the Bill came up, to-day being 
the 10th. Certainly, Sir, notice of amendments as well as the circulation 
vitiate the principle that underlies section G5 (/). Even all the members 
of this House had not got notice of this amendment. The House is 
thin; barely half the number of members is present. So, proper 
opportunities have not been given to the members to consider the amend- 
ments. Sir, it is not unlikely that there may* l>e amendments to 
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amendments. For example, there are the amendments for reference to 
a Select Committee, and other members have got the privilege of 
certain amendments to choose the names other than those included in 
the printed amendment. And there are also certain other amendments 
which have been made by certain members which the other members 
should have time to consider. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The Chair will allow any amendment thut may 
he moved even if no notice in proper time has ])een given thereof. I 
suppose, thal will meet the point raised b_\ the hon’ble member. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That, 5sir, will not obviate the 
difficulty about absentee members. If those members had got the 
notice in proper time, they would have be^en able to give notice of 
amendments. Or they might have been able to come down to (hlcutta 
leaving tlieir ordinary place of business, and take part in the voting 
on this Bill. ' 

« 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is the duly of every member 
to be present in the House while the (.■oiincil is in session. I understand 
that the (V)uncil ottice sent notices of the amendments to the home 
addresses of the mein hers yesterday. ‘ ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. But the 
principle underlying section (ib (J) is that at least It) days’ notice of an 
amendment should he given by a member before the day on which the 
Bill is to he taken into consideration. The notice of amendments is 
to reach the Secretary 10 days before a Bill is discussed. Otherwise, 
the Secretary will not accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you also read sub-rule {2), namely, ‘‘if 
time permits”? .Whnt is the meaning of this? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA *DAS: The meaning is 10 days’ iiotice. 
Or I should rather tj;)ink that the implication is that the 10 days’ rule 
should he observed, in order to enable the Secretary to print the 
amendments and , circulate them to the members. This is the import 
of the section, as I understand it, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 ani afraid, 1 cannot agree with your conten- 
tion. 

The Hcm’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, he taken 
into consideration. 
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Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, I have an ameudmeiit regarding 
circulation of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, ^first let the Bill be placed before the 
House. 

« 

Th 9 Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: Sir, in this connection 
T would like to add a few words in support of my motion. The 
fundamental principle behind the Bill is that Government must have 
the right to send their reporters to take down the proceedings of public 
meetings, because it is the* duty of Government to find out and keep 
themselves in touch with what is being said by the people in general and 
with the nature of the propaganda that is carried on at public meetings. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Even in private houses? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, an interjection has 
been made as to whether this applies even to meetings held in private 
houiJes. Yes, Sir, it does, and the clause in this Bill has been so U'orded 
as to include even private houses with a view lo safeguard against the 
, circumvention and the attempt lo jjtvoid the police by means of various 
methods which have been employed in the past. The reason for 
introducing the Bill is that since the Bengal Public Security Act has 
lapsed, unfortunately Me have found that at certain public- meetings 
the police have been denied entry, and in respect of some others, the 
police have been made to buy tickets the prices of which have been 
arbitrarily put sometimes at Rs, 25, sometimes at Rs. 5U and some- 
times again, at Rs. 75 and it is because these high-handed rneihods 
have been employed against the police that (jovernmeni have been 
compelled to come forward to prcjtect them. In this connection, 1 would 
like to draw the attention of tjie House to the faht that ihe clause 
which we are providing here in this Bill, was in force in (.'alcutia for 
the last G years, from 19d2 to DecenAer, 193(S. Under the Public 
Security Act, Calcutta was a notified area and exactly the provision that 
has been sought to be incorporated in this Bill was in force then. The 
police had all the rights then which were necessary for re})orting the 
proceedings of public mccTings, and there ha.s not been any complaint 
that those rights were abused. The object of bringing^his Bill in this 
form is that Government want to keep that power in their hands, so 
that the police may not be obstructed. Besides, the scope of this Bill 
is confined to Calcutta and suburbs. The rest of Bengal is not afi'ected 
by this Bill. If we find that the police are not obstructed, there will 
be no necessity for enforcing the provisions of the Seditious Meetings 
Act. But if we find that in view of this Bill applying only to Calcutta 
and net to the rest of Bengal, the police are hiftnpered in the discharge 
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of tjjeir duties, then I must say that Government will have to make use 
of the power to notify, either in any particular area or in the whole of 
Bengal, the provisions of the Seditious Meetings Act of 1911 which are 
rather drastic; and once those areas are notified, no public meeting 
can be held without the permission of the District Magistrate. That is 
a thing, Sir, which Government do not want to do; they do not want 
to place any difficulty in the way of the holding of public meetings. 
But if they do it, they will do so only because their hands have been 
forced. I want, therefore, to make the position absolutely clear, that 
it is a reciognised practice not onlj'^ with this Government, but with 
every Government, whether it be in India or anywhere else, to secure 
to the police the right to attend public meetings and take down the 
proceedings, specially where there is an apprehension of such speeches 
to be delivered 'as are likely to lead to trouble. It is for these reasons 
that we have brought forward this Bill in a rather -modified form. Its 
application is entirely confine^! to Calcutta and its suburbs, and ’as I 
have already said, it has been in existence for the last H years, and 
nobody knew that it was in force. 

(Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerjj rose to say something.) 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The motion hajf not yet been put before the ^ 
House. 


Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, I wish to speak generally 
on the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Under sub-clause (2) (d) of 
section 108 of the Government of India Act, 1935, unless the Governor 
in his discretion thinks fit to give his previous sanction, there shall not 
be introduced or moved any Bill or amendment which repeals, amends 
or affects any Act.felating to any police force. So, I would like to be 
satisfied that previrfas {Sanction has been given by the Governor in his 
discretion. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, that was exactly the point 

that I was going to raise. 

•• 

Mr. PRESipENT: But that ought to have been raised as a point 
of order, and not through a speech as yhu were going to make. 

(The Ilon’ble Home Minister showed a file to the Hon’ble the 
President.) . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I find the order signed by ‘‘B*% and I take 
it that it is the signature of* the late Lord Brabourne. So, I am satisfied 

on this point. 
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Motion moved that the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1939, be taken into consideration. * 

Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I move my amendment 
now which is first on the list — about circulation? 

(Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji also rose.) 

Mrt PRESIDENT: What is your point, Dr. Mookerji? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, I want to know whether 
we should not have a general discussion on the merits of the Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May I exercise that right 
now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion has been moved that the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be taken into 
consideration. To that motion there is an amendment for circulating 
the Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon. The original motion, the 
•amendment and any other amendment that may be moved will be open 
to discussion, and every member will have the right to speak on the 
motion or on the amendments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st 
December, 1939. 

Sir, in doing so, 1 think I must adduce reasons and those reasons 
must be adequate. When Bengal was torn by agitation for the annul- 
ment of the Partition and the other provinces in Jndia sympathised 
with her, the Government of India was stampeded into passing the 
Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act fh 1907. The bureaucrats then 
had the decency to state the grounds for such an enactment and to limit 
its operation. They said that the Act was necessary to consolidate 
and amend the law relating to the prevention of public meetings 
likely to promote sedition or to cause a disturbance of the public tran- 
quillity. By section 2 of that Act, the I>ocal Government was given 
the power to declare ‘TroclaimeS^’ certain areas by notification which 
could last for not more than 6 months. That Act could only apply 
to ‘'proclaimed^' areas. For the purpose of that Act and in its appli- 
cation to proclaimed areas, “public meeting" was given a definition 
so as to include also a meeting in a private place, notwithstanding 
that admission thereto was restricted by tickets or otherwise. Here, 
withouL declaring Calcutta or its suburbs a prdfelaimed area, without 
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evfn so much as an assertion that a state of emergency exists in 
Calcutta or its suburbs, our so-called popular Ministers proposed to 
quietly invade the sanctity of private places and bring within the 
definition of a “public meeting,'^ the definition attached to it in times 
oi great public excitement applicable to “proclaimed” areas. Sir, 
flushed with success in forming a Coalition of blind voters at its back, 
and drunk with power, the present Ministry had not even the decency 
of hiding its iron hands with a velvet glove. Sir, it was not fey over- 
sight tliat the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, was not mentioned in 
section 4(2) of the Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act, 1911, as the 
Hon’ble Home Minister would have* us believe, by a statement 
made in the Objects and Reasons for this Act. The omission was deli- 
berate. When the Seditious Meetings Act was first enacted in 1907, 
it empowered all ofiicers of the police not below the rank of Inspectors 
to cause reports of meetings to be taken. Abuses crept in and it was 
found that the police could no longer be entrusted with that diastic 
power of deputing at randem subordinate police officers on whose 
reports or misreports depen^led Ihe liberty of several most prominent 
people of the country. So it was that that power was deliberately 
taken away from the police and given to the District Magistrate or 
any Magistrate of the first class, authorised by the District Magistrate 
in this behalf. The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, was not men- 
tioned in section 4(2) of the Prevention of the Seditious Meetings Act,* 
1911, not because of oversight, but because the function of the Com- 
missioner of Police, besides being the head of the police force in 
Calcutta, is primarily that of a Justice of the Peace, and not ordi- 
narily — that of a Magistrate, and it was so defined in the Calcutta 
Police Act of 1866. 

f 

But while the Commissioner of Police shall not ordinarily be a 
Magistrate, he may in accordance with the provisions of section 6 of 
the Calcutta Police Act be appointed by the l^rovincial Government as 
Magistrate, if tti<^ situation so demanded. So, why instead of declar- 
ing the Commissioner of Police a Magistrate under section 6 of the 
Police Act, the Bengal Minirfiry takes recourse to the subterfuge of 
the argument of “oversight”. A little thought and the ruse becomes 
clear. In making him a Magistrate, the Ministry gives him the 
additional powers^of trying the accused and issuing processes and orders 
such as has been given to the Magistrates under the Police Act of 1866. 
That A(‘t wa?r never intended to invade the sanctity of private houses. 

Again, the Seditious Meetings A<^t, 1907 or 1911, was never intended 
to apply to any place ex<*ept the “proclaimed” areas. Nor did the 
Bengal Public Security Act of 1962, which lapsed on the Slst of 
December, 1938, intend to apply the wide definition of “public meeting” 
as given under section 8 of that Act excepting in cases where emergency 
existed. 
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Our popular Ministry wants to pul in permanently in the Calcutta 
and Suburban Police Act, ISBG, the definition ‘^public meetings’^ 
as given in the Seditious Meetings Act and the Rengal Public Security 
Act, 1932, without declaring tjie existence of an emergency or without 
declaring Calcutta or its suburbs a “proclaiine<r’ area. Sir, these 
g^tlemen, who (constitute our Ministry, * have, it seems, 
been* repenting at leisure and are thinking how best to 
revive* the worst features of the Ilengal Public Security Act, 1932, 
which lapsed on the 31st of December last. And as a result of their 
confabulations, they are now going to out- Herod Herod himself, and 
put to shame even the bureaucrats of old. The Bureaucratic Government 
which this Ministry has supplanted had at least the detcency to make 
the Public Security Act a temporary measure. In making that Act, 
the Bureaucratic Government even felt the necessity of explaining why 
they wanted such a drastic and repressive law. And so it is that we 
find^it said in the Preamble of the Act that it wa?s to provide for 
the maintenance of public security in ca?se of emergemy and for trial 
of certain offences by special Magistrates in sncli emergencies. In 
that Act, the Bureaucrats had the decency to state that the Local 
Government was not to apply the Act unless satisfied on three grounds, 
viz., firstly, that tliere was a movement subversive of Law and Order; 
^ secondly, that a state of emerge»n(*.y existed and thirdly, that the exist- 
ing law was injulequate for the maintenance of public security. Under 
such conditions and in such contingencies as above stated, the definition 
of public meeting was stretched to include also meeting in private 
houses, though I do not admit that such a definition was at all justifi- 
able. Sir, here our ])opular Ministcus do not declare Calcutta and 
its suburbs a “proclaimed area”, nor do they say that in ('alcutta or its 
suburbs (1) there is any movement subversive of Law and Order, (2) 
that a state of emergency exists, and (3) that the existing law is 
inadequate for the maintenance of Law and Order. Sir, as a matter 
of fact, Calcutta and its suburbs are pmceful. Thci situation is quite 
normal. No doubt like all great cities of the world, it hns its labour 
population and labour problems; it is^^tlie normal (M>n(lition of every 
big city. Blit nowhere in a civilized country in any big city, the 
'definition of public meeting has been given to include meetings also 
in private houses, even though admission thereto is restricted by 
tickets, with power given to the Police to enter "those places. Sir, 
our Ministers proceed quietly to import the definition of “public 
meetings” as given in two mast repressive laws, the Prevention of 
Seditious Meetings Act and the other, now-defunct law, the Bengal 
Public Security Act and for the rest they rely on the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act and other repressive laws which, to’ the eternal 
ehame of Bengal, are still on the Statute Book. 


Tilt Kliwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ^What about Madras? 
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^Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the executive should not be 
given more power than what is necessary. The existing ordinary laws 
of the land are quite sufficient for the maintenance of Law and Order 
or for tbe maintenance of public tranquillity. In importing the 
definition of public meetings from those Acts and in trying to make 
it a permanent feature of the Calcutta and the Suburban Police Act of 
1866, our Ministry has beaten all past records in utter shamelessness 
and in casting to the winds all principles of democracy which rests 
and must necessarily rest on reason, justice and fair-play. The present 
Ministry certainly did not get the authority to make such a repressive 
legislation from the electorate. As Mfniste®^, they ought to seek the 
mandate of the electorate for such a legislation before they proceed 
to enact one. Sir, if the home of every Englishman is his castle, the 
abode of every Bengalee is the abode of Gods and Goddesses. It is 
proposed in this measure that the Commissioner of Police will be 
empowered to send the Myrmidons of Law and Order to any quarter 
in Calcutta or its suburbs to get reports of what is happening there, 
as if Calcutta and its suburbs are the homeland of criminal tribes, as 
if Calcutta and its suburbs are beyond the pale of civilization. 

Sir, it is a measure which should be circulated and the opinion of 
the people of Calcutta and its suburbs ascertained as to how they take 
to the provisions of this amending AVI. Sir, we wanted our rights; 
we wanted that legislation should originate in our Legislature also, as 
the statute gives equal power to both the Legislatures in this respect. 
That right has for the first time been given to us, but given with a 
vengeance. A tiny little Bill like this in the shape of a bitter pill has 
been given us to swallow. Must we swallow it? That is the question. 
Let this Bjll be circulated for eliciting opinion and then we shall know. 
Sir, with these few words, ^ I commend my motion for the acceptance 
of this House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT:' Amendment moved that the Bill be circulated 
for ihe purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the Slst December, 1989. 

I 

Mr. HUMAYUN *KABIR: ^Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th 
June, 1939. * 

Sir, after the oratorical flourishes of M] . Das, I want to discuss 
this Bill from the plain common sense point of view, and I propose to 
take the Statement of Objects and Reasons which has been given by 
the Hon’ble Home Minister and try to prove that this Statement of 
Objects and Reasons in itself contains sufficient grounds for not 
accepting tljis Bill. It is the usual practice, whenever any important 
measure is first introduced, to circulate it for eliciting opinion at first, 
and the Government ate never tired of telling us whenever we ^ant to 
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move any Bill, whether important or unimportant, that -first of all public 
opinion must he asoertained, and I think (jovernmeiiT should practise 
what they profess. Apart from any other reasosi this is in itself a 
consideration why this Bill should go for circulation instead of being 
sprung upon us as an unpleasant surjn-ise, a nightmaix* as Mr. Das 
has put it so vividly. 

*However, let us take tlie Statement of Objects and Reasons. 1 
may at* the outset say that 1 would like to congratulate the Hon’ble 
Home Minister for his speech, for having a very bad case, and perhaps 
I may go further and say having no case at all he tried to persuade us 
and almost succeeded in tlie attempt. He adopted an attitude of sweet 
reasonableness which almost put to sleep the sus])icions of tlM)se among 
us who are less critical of his utterances. And yet, in the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons itself I think will l)e found reasons why this 
Bill should not be accepted. 

igs clear from the Statement of Objects and Reasons that this Bill 
seeks to replace one wliich was an emergency' measure. That in itself 
is a very serious consideration. In times of emergency, when there 
is trouble, it, may be necessary at times to introduce measures which 
are nrtt generally accejdable to a legislature, but here at the moment 
th'^:e is no suggestion in the sj)eech of the Hon’ble Home Minister 
Jhat a state of emergency exists; there is no suggestion that unless 
this Bill is passed there is going to be any serious interference with 
public tranquillity in the city. Before we place permanently on the 
Statute Book a Bill which was introduced originally as an emergency 
measure, we should be very careful of our steps. That in itself is a 
considerati(»n wliich should make us go slow and tliat in itself is the 
reason why ii should go for circulation, and the period I have.’ suggested 
is a modest period of only three months. A modest period of three 
months should not in any way frighten the Ministry. That, Sir, is 
the second consideration for sending the Bill for circulation. 

Then, Sir, it is suggested in tlie Statement of Objects and Reasons 
that it wis “apparently by oversight” that this parti eailar ])ower was 
not given to the Commissioner of lhdi<a^ of (’alcutta before. I must 
consider this a very peculiar kind of oversight )\'hich can exist for 
27 years. For 27 years this oversight was not remedied. It is clear 
from the Statements of Objects and Reasons that in 1911, the Seditious 
Meetings Act was amended after experience of its workings for four 
years. Under the Act of 1907, the Police Commissionef of Calcutta, 
in fact any Police Officer not l>elow the rank of Inspector had the power 
of 'thus going to meetings and taking notes. In 1911 the Government 
in full possession of the facts after considering the situation, after 
considering all the implications of the amendment which they moved, 
were pleased to make an amendment that in place of the Police 
Inspector tlie words ‘‘District Magistrate or sny Magistrate of the Ist 
class authorised by the District Magistrate in this behalf” should be 
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sul^siil uteri. In other words, in 1911 the (jovernmeiit deliberately took 
away the power which it had previously ^iven to the Police Inspector, and 
tlierofoje by implication also to the Police Commissioner. Since 1911 
twenty-seven years have jmssed. If for 27 years Government have been 
able to do without remedying this oversight, if for 27 years this over* 
sight liiis not in any* way interfered with the normal activities of the 
Government, 1 do not see any reason why to-day, when Provincial 
Autonr)my has been introduced, when we see and believe that we live 
iiinler a more liberal regime than in the past, this sort of obnoxious 
measure should be attem])ted to be put permanently on tlie Statute 
Book. ^ 

The Him’hle Home Minister may suggest that in J9d2 there was 
some alteration in the state of affairs. In lfh!12 no doubt there was the 
Public Security A(;t, and this power as a special measure was given to 
the (h)m)nissionej' of Police, Cahmtta, but that *in itself. Sir, shows 
again that the Government even in 19d2 did not do anything by over- 
sight. The theory of oversight, which is mentioned twice within this 
very shijrt Statement of Objects and Reasons, does not have any leg to 
stand upon. Tf two amendments to this Rill were undertaken over a 
period (jf ‘H years, between 1907 and 19d8, if during ‘11 years when 
Government moved two different , amendments on two different 
occasions, when they could hav^ revised this particular provision, 
Government did not choose to give this power permanently to the Police 
Commissioner, Calcutta, there must have been very good reasons why 
Government were not prepared to give this power to the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta. Are we to understand that to-day this Govern- 
ment wants fo give powers to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
which the Government of 1911 did not want to give? Ai-e we to 
understand thal this Government wants to give powers to the Police 
Commissioner of Calcutta which the Government of 1932 did not 
w'ant to give? yOr, are we to understand that this Government 
arrogates to itself afll the wisdom and statesmanship and suggests 
that the Government of 1911 and the Government of 1932 were Govern- 
ments whi(di were liable to oversiglit, to ajiparent cases of oversight 
in mailers which ar«j .so serious as this? 1 think, Sir, this in itself is 
sufficient consideration why this Bill should be sent for circulation. 
Government have< proved by their own conducl, by the act of legisla- 
tion, by the amendment they have required to the different Acta at 
different times, that this is not a necessary measure. 

Again, Sir, I should like to draw the attention of this House to 
another point. It was during 1930-31 that Calcutta, along with the 
rest of India, faced the greatest strain on account of the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. Even during Ibat period there was no 
lecessity, there was no occasion to put such a measure permanently 
on the Statute Book.* Are we to understand that the ciroupistances 
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have changed so much for the worse that if is a necessity to-day f l^as 
th^ situation really deteriorated so muclii^ Well, it the (Government 
so, is it not a eonfession of rank failure oh llieir part? 1 would 
siiggesi, Sir, that it tlie (loverumenl pro})o.se that this particular 
measure should be put iieriuaiiently on the Statute Book, it is a confes- 
sion that this (jovernment are not enjoying the (‘outidence of the people 
and Iwvc failed to keep order without taking powers whicli even the 
Bureaucratic Governineiii in tlie past did not reijuire. It is a confession 
that wirliout such a special power tliey cannot carry on the administra- 
tion, and if Government are prepared to make such a confession of 
failure and to such bankruptcy* of slatesmansliip. 1 do not see any 
reason why that (Tovernmeiir* should continue. 

There is one oilier point to wliicli J would draw the attention 
of this House, the (luestion of the ditference between the position 
of the District Magistrate and the Commissioner of Police, ('Jalcutta, 
has tg some extent been discussed by Mr. Lalit Chaddra Das. There 
is another aspect of the matt/er to which T would draw the attention of 
this House. In the districts, it is but natural that a Magistrate should 
have greater powers than the Commissioner of Police is expected to 
have in a city. The political life of a I'ountry runs in the metropolis 
and thinking about political questions or organisations takes ]>lace in 
.the metropolis. Therefore, if this power remains with the district 
authorities, that itself is objectionable, but not so objectionable as it 
would be if the same powers were given to the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta. When we come to the detailed consideration of the Bill 
itself, 1 shall have no difficulty in showing to the House that the sort 
of powers that are sought to be given to the police are so great that they 
can seriously interfere with the normal political life of the country. 
Just consider the phrase, “any one who is not below the rank of a head 
constable can attend any public meeting, etc.” All these ])owcrs are 
so great that they go against the fundamental principles of democracy, 
and would render all party (jovernment impossible. When and if we 
take up the question of the cocsideration of the Bill, J propose to prove 
in more detail to this House that this scA't of measure, if it is enacted, 
wiW be ^l serious 'interference with the private rights of individual 
citizens for the formulation of opinion, and for the discussion of 
questions. How are we to understand a measure which has been so 
vaguely formulated and where the definition of a pulilic meeting is so 
wide that it*can cover anything from a marriage feast to*a funeral, or 
even a political party meeting wKich is held in a private house? This 
explanation — this precious explanation which has been drafted for our 
benefit — defines a public meeting as “any meeting which is gpen to the 
public or any class or portion of the public and a meeting may be a 
public meeting notwithstanding that it is held in a private^ place, and 
notwithstanding that admission thereto is restricted by ticket or other- 
wise.’^ J^ow, Sir, who will be left out if this definition is accepted? 
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W^io is not a member of the public!^ Who can say that a certain person 
is not a member of the public or of any class or of any portion of the 
public y When the Europeans hold their St. Andrew’s Dinner, is it a 
public meetin^f? It very often occurs that when such dinner parties 
are held, they are occasions when public utterances are made. But 
there are also oecasiocis where private dinners are held in which public 
questions may be discussed. The persons attending those dinners are 
certainly members of the public or of any class or portion of thtf public 
and so, according to this Bill, it will be a public meeting. The 
qualifying clause takes away that safeguard which attaches to a private 
dinner party which may have been helcl for meeting, even friends and 
acquaitilances in a private place. J may liold a dinner party in my 
own House for the entertainment of a certain i)rivate friends and 
notwithstanding that admission thereto fs restricted by tickets or other- 
wise, at will be a public meeting and any police officer may attend it 
for the inirpose df causing a report to be taken of the proceedings of 
such a meeting. After all, Sir, most of the dinners are by ticket, for 
cards aie a form of ticket a^Hl invitation i^ thus controlled by ticket. 
The term “otherwise’’ may connote and mean anything in this world. 
You invite certain people to a j)arty and admission thereto is restricted 
in certain ways, but the word “otherwise" covers every ])ossible 
way in which men (*an gather together; and if we are to accept 
the Explanation in the Bill, it would apply to any meeting where people 
gather together and discuss any (piestion whatsoever. That meeting 
at once becomes liable to the attention of tlie police, and a head 
constable may pi*eseiit his “welcome’’ jaersonalify and it at once 
becomes a public meeting within the meaning of this Bill, and notes 
can be taken of the pro(*eedings of this meeting. 

There are also other points in the Bill into the details of which I 
do not now want to go, but there is only one point which we must 
consider : Are prepared to tolerate such interference with the rights 
of private individtUaU? If we are so prepared, of course there is no 
objection to the acceptance of a Bill like this, and then there would be 
no case for circulation. Bui as members of this House do not want 
this sort of unwarr^^nted interference with the rights of private 
individuals to discuss questions as they wdll. After all, Sir, 
evedy^body know^ that when intelligent people gather together, 
politics directly or indirectly^ almost invariably entep into the 
discussion. *Sir, what is politics H A gathering of intelligent 
citizens— whatever may be the subject of their discussion — will 
very soon meander into politics. Take, Sir, a very simple question 
where some people are discussing the question of appointments. Now, 
there is a policy behind the appointments, and very often — and I think 
the Home' Minister will agree with me — appointments lead to 
questions of politics, and we know how very often it becomes uncom- 
fortable to the Minislry. Any question in which the public take 
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an interest is a public question, and the discussion of suoIl questions 
may often lead to the discussion of the orj?uni 3 ation of a society and 
Government.* That may ag:ain in its turn lead to the discussion of the 
policies and measures which Government are following in this country, 
and immediately this is done, the discussion will come within the 
mischief of this Act. For these reasons. Sir, I commend to the House 
that The Bill should be sent for circulation and not taken u]) for 
consideration at once. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June 1930. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTIS Sir, with your 
permission I beg to move to the amendment of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
an amendment thai jn place of the words “31st December, 1939”, the 
wordrf? “31st May, 1939“ be substituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for the House to accept or reject the 
amendment, and not for the mover thereof. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that in the amendment of Mr. 
Jjalit (Jliandra Das, in place of the words “31st December 1939“ the 
words “31st May 1939” be substituted. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: ’"Sir, i have no floubt that 
this Council must have noted with pleasure the very graceful response 
made by the Hon’ble Home Minister (o a suggestion of this House 
that Government might see their way to initiate legislation in this 
somewhat neglecte<l House. But while I was prepurefl to congratulate 
the Hon’ble Home Minister on this graceful gesture, I am very 
sorry to say that 1 cannot actually congratulate him on the contents 
of the legislation Vhii^h he is to-day initiating in this House. I very 
much wish that ho had honoured us with a more democratic measure 
which would redound to the credit of the Ministry. T really cannot 
understand how a mettiber of a popular Governmen? can r(*ally bring 
himself to believe in the efficacy of the weapons wdiich*he is forging 
afresh, and 1 believe he is goifig against the convention established 
l)y other Governments in India. Sir, ac^^ustomed as I have been to 
breathing the air of freedom in the atmosjdiere of the United Provinc es, 
and as I have come in the course of my journey breathing the same 
atmosphere of free<lom in* the province of Bihar, I no doubt feel some- 
what 8uff<^ated in this atmosphere of Bengal. It wdll perhaps he 
news members of this House if I tell them that the latest measure 
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wlrich has advanced the liberties of the citizens of the United Provinces, 
has been a measure under which members of the police there have been 
instructed not to report public meetings at all, nowadays’ And in the 
suffocating atmosphere of Bengal, we find all those democratic 
traditions that are being slowly built up elsewhere are trampled under 
feet ruthlessly. In* fact, ihe Home Minister is unnecessarily gqing 
beyond all limits of reason, justice and fair-play in the supposed 
interest of ]>aw and Order. Sir, he stands condemned by Ris own 
words — his very favourite Preamble — with which he thinks he is 
sufficiently armed in defence of this measure. He has taken shelter 
under words which I do not think he has^ any legal authority to use. 
The case on which he takes his stand is one old piece of legislation 
which the late Sir Rash Behary Ghosh condemned as a “lawless law” 
—one of those Black Bills which the country wants to forget. Sir, 
he takes shelter under those Acts and says that section 4 (2) of the 
Seditious Meetings Act of 1911, empowers the District Magistrate or 
any Magistrate of the first class io depul e police officers not below a 
certain rank to attend any public meeting oi’ cause reports to be taken 
of proceedings of such public meetings. But unfortunately, he finds 
no precedent whatsoever for bringing in this particular reform’ that 
he had in view. He says that the Commissioner of Police is not 
mentioned in the suh-secdion appqrently by “oversight.” I want to^ 
ask a responsible member of Government — a Minister who presides 
over the vital department of Law and Order — whether he is satisfied 
himself that these words were really due to an oversight, whether he 
is satisfied himself as to the (torreciness of the reflection that he is 
casting upon the old law-makers of those days, as if they were given 
to such oversights and as if it was reserved for a latter-day adminis- 
tration to correct those oversights. On the contrary, I think that it 
was not only due to no oversight but was due rather to very grave 
and deliberate consideration of public policy. And what was the policy 
behind this supfiosed^ oversight? The policy is the policy of placing 
the military under the civil authorities, an issue on which Lord Curzon 
had that infamous controversycwith Lord Kitchener. Do you mean to 
say that the Legislature of 1911 whi(d) was called \ipon to deal with 
far more difficult i)olitical conditions, forgot what they should want 
under those circumstances and that they should now want lessons to 
be taught to them? I think it was really out of obedience to a most 
wholesome political principle that a police officer as such must be made 
to obey a mandate of the judicial officers, that the District Magistrate 
was entrusted with this authority which was capable of interfering 
with the lives and liberties of the citizens of this country. Now, Sir, 
my second imint is this, that the framers of this piece of legislation — I 
should say the Hon’ble Home Minister, — have been very badly advised 
and let down also by his official advisers. Well, I want to tSlke consola- 
tion from that fact, and I do not want this consolation to be destroyed, 
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but it ie a fact that the Hou’ble Minister has been badly let down by 
his over-zealous police authorities. Why should he as far back as 
1907, when the black history was wiped out in j'ill? Why was he so 
anxious to rake up that old bjack chapter in our history which was 
for ever buried and forpfotten y He takes his stand upon tlie jirecedent 
that in the Act of 1907, the phrase “any ofHcer oi poli(‘e“ occurs. But 
there* was this omission made, in the old Act. T^ow, I am very sorry 
to say^hat we, Indians, have travelled far from the days of 1911 down 
the stream of time and progress. Does the present Ministry thiTtk that 
the conditions of 1911 should be reproduced in 19f39 after a lapse of 
28 years? Is there to be no broadening of liberty from age to age in 
this country? Can he really go back by a jump of over three decades 
in order to curtail public liberty? I do not think that he should take 
shelter — this kind of cowardly shelter — under an obsolete legislation 
which is dead and gone. 

Therefore, if his main contention is* that this particular measure 
is meant to cojrect the oversight of Die Government of India, 1 join 
issue with him, and 1 hope even the Governments of those days, even 
the fiegislature conceniing those days will also agree with nu‘ that it 
was not due to any oversight; it was done delilierately, and it was out 
^ of deference to the wholesome public policy whereby the Police must 
be under the control of the (ivil authorities. Then, of course, I have 
taken the liberty to move amendments. When these amendments are 
being proposed, I will speak on them, but for the present I humbly 
implore the Hoirble Home Minister that he should pay more resjiect 
to ]>ublic opinion w^hich should be consulted by a popular Government. 
All that the amendments seek to propose is this that in a measure which 
affects the vital, the fundamental liberties of the (dtizens, in a measure 
of such vital importance, he should take the public into confidence. 
We are not passing any judgment upon his measure to-day by the 
amendment. We are only proposing that in a medaure of such vital 
importance to the liberties of the people, let the p'opular government 
take the public into the fullest possibV confideiic<*, and I believe the 
delay that will bt» caused by reference to public opinion will not matter 
much. I do not believe that Bengal just now is in* the throes of a bloody 
or Eed revolution, and certainly the Police authorities can wait for 
taking the public into confidence. I advised my f fiend Mr. S. C. 
Chakraverti just to curtail the period of reference so as^to bring it up 
to 31st May, 1939. We, on this side of the House, are prepared to 
show every jmssible kind of gesture for accommodation and only hope 
thjit the Hon’ble Home Minister wdll be pleased to respond to this 
gesture as he has done already in the case of the ultimate position, 
namely, that the Up])er House should be regarded as equal to the other 
House in the matter of initiation of legislation, and I a^ very glad 
to^ sajr once again that the Home Minister has admitted 
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the contention that we raised here, and is now initiating a legisla- 
tion for the first time in this House. But pray, save the reputation 
of .this House by not placing on the Statute Book an Act unworthy of 
the democracy that it suppo^jed to be functioning now in the province 
of Bengal. I also pray that the atmosphere of freedom, which we all 
hreatlie in the Unite/i Provinces and other Congress Provinces, should 
be extended to Bengal so that all the Provinces might march together 
in tune with a coiunion puriK>se towards the obtaining of our Irbertie^i. 

Khan Bahadur NA2IRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I do not wish to 
enter into the merits of the quevstion that has been raised. I wish to 
draw the attention* of the House to the conception of the word “meet- 
ing.” It lias been said that ibis Act will invade the sanctity of marri- 
age party, tea party, garden party, jios-sibly even drinking party and 
theatres and r ineinas and things of that kind. But the A(‘t is dire(‘ted 
towards certain k;nds of public meetings. The wrtrd meeting has been 
defined in RatanhiPs Tauv of Crimes. It is this: “Assembly of persons 
whose consent is rcHpiired for anything to decide by a proper majority 
of votes whether or not that thing sliall be done.” So, a meeting 
differs from an ordinary as.semhly. In tliis viow of the matter,, the 
fear that has been expressed in this House has no justifieation. That 
is all I wanted to say. t 

Mr, Dt H. WILMER: Mr. President, Sir, T should like to congra- 
tulate the Home Minister for having eonfe^rred upon this House a boon 
for which they have long asked and in no uncertain terms, namely, 
that Government should introduce a measure in this House. At last 
the great day has arrived, hut no speaker up to the present has expressed 
any pleasure. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; I have done it. 

Mr. D. H. WILMER: T beg your pardon. One member, 
Mr. Hnmayun Kahir, said tlia^t tJie Bill was an unpleasant surjirise. 
The business before the House, Sir, at jiresent is the eansideration of the 
queslion whetlier thi Bill should he circulated for eliciting public 
opinion. 1 would suggest that having obtained tins boon, we 
should not part vith it. Let us keep ii and deal with it while the 
op])ortuni<y is present. 1 submit. Sir, also that the question that 
has arisen on this Bill can be dealt with now and on the floor 
of the House. It is not a new (|uestion ; it is merely the renewal 
of powers which have existed in the past. We, on this side of the 
House, have yet to hear that the powers in the past have in fa(!t been 
abused. We are guardians of public liberty. Ht is one of the privileges 
of this Honsb that we should be guardians of Law, and if there is proof 
that these powers have^been abused in the past, this party is certainly 
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prepared to consider it. At the moment there is no suf^gestion beforp ns 
that the powers have been so abused. I gather from the Home Minister’s 
speech that 'the only practical quesijion that arises at the moment is 
that if a policeman attends a public meeting, a charge is at once made 
for his admission. 1 presume those who are welcome are let in by the 
back-door free, and the policeman is required to g® through the turnstile 
and pay charge. So from practical point of view. Government by 
this Bill are merely attemiding to evade an unnecessary expense, because 
after all, the meetings to which this Bill applies are open to the public, 
and any policeman can go to that meeting prevsumably in disguise 
(Mr. 1 jALTT Chandha Das: Why disguise?) io evade payment of admis- 
sion fees. He need not wear his uniform; lie can go to the meeting; 
he can take shorthand note of the meeting and jiresent it to the Com- 
missioner of Police; but because apparently the Police prefer to do 
their duty openly and lionestly, iliey are to submii to this charge. So 
I am merely pointing out, whether we pass this Bill iftto law or whether 
we do not, the Police w’ill still be abl^ to obtain reports of public 
meetings. They will do so ehea])t‘r than is tlie (‘use at pn\sent. 
Further, 1 (‘annot understand the objection to ]>iiblication. Personally 
I always make my speeches as shortly and as (juickly as possible, but 
T do feel that there are peo])le in this world who speak at gr(‘at length, 
because they hojie to see their ,sptech(‘s reported in full in the newspapers 
on the following day. So, 1 cannot understand why there should be 
any objection to the publication or taking re])orts of matters spoken at 
a public meeting. 

The feeling, Sir, of this party is that this Bill can be dealt with 
on the floor of tliis House. We should like, however, to say tliui the 
next time the (xovernment propost‘s to introduce a Bill in this House 
— and WH‘ hope it will not be very long before they do so again — we 
should have a little more notice and little more time to study the 
measure. Our attitude with regard to the Bill in detail will be dis- 
closed when W’e hear a little more about it. f, therefore*, oj)poHe the 
motion that the Bill be circulated for eliciting j)ublic ()j)inion. 

• 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUOHURY: Sir, 1 had no intention of 
making any observation in this, because our part?' had made the point 
amply (dear for circulation, but I just wanted to answer the point of 
Mr. Wilmer who suggests that there have been no police excesses. 
But, Sir, th*e Law courts are there, and w^e have found vgry many cases 
where the police excesses have been strongly condemned and criticised in 
open courts. It is not the Commissioner of Police whom w^e are feeling 
so nervous about, but it is his deputies and underlings and subordinates 
who are generally overzealous and who generally go into these excesses. 
It is for these reasons that we are opposing this Bill in this House 
and that we want public opinion to be elicited on this matter. With 
these observations, I support the motion for circulation. 
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/Mr. BAKKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I do not think after ell 
that has been said on the floor of the House, I should make any attempt 
to improve on them. But I woulfd put a very straight question to the 
Hon’ble Horne Minister. It is tliis. Why go in a round-about way 
trying to distort the dictionary meaning of the word “public’^? Why 
not delete the word /‘public*’ altogether, and say “any meeting any- 
where”? That would make the position perfectly clear. That rea'tlj 
is the whole position. You want to have unrestricted powers for the 
police to go and poke their nose in, wherever they like. For, if really, 
as you say in your peroration, that you want to have this Act, after it 
has been passed, introduced only in the “proclaimed areas”, say so. 
If you have not said that, 1 think it is qVite clear that you want to 
enforce it wherever you like without any reference wliatsoever to the 
occasion . 

* 

Sir, my friend^Hr. Mookerji has said, and I repeat wliat he has said, 
namely, that the plea which he has taken in his Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that this was only an oversight is absolutely unfair to 
that particular legislature T^diich passed it. I do not know who was 
the author of this piece of legislation at the time, but surely it is very 
unfair on the part of a subsequent Government to level this charge 
against that Government and say ihat there was an oversight. That 
particular Act worked alright, and now the popular Government has. 
thought fit io recast it and put it permanently on the Statute Book. 
There was an occasion for it when it was introduced, but now you will 
agree with us that there was no occasion for this Act again. All the 
same you want it to be put permanently on tlie Statute Book. 

And th/^n, Sir, there are one or two other matters which I think 
ought to be discussed in this House. As regards the various sections 
1 do not want to dwell on them in detail, but I only want to 
ask, what is the object in using the words “other person”. “Any 
person” is really* a very convenient expression over which the Hon’ble 
Home Minister seems to be very happy, and he feels perhaps that 
he can depute any Tom, Dick < and Harry w'hoever may appeal to him 
to go and attend a meeting wherever it is held, •Siiid as my friend 
Mr. Kabir has put it,* not only in marriage meetings but also in funeral 
meetings. Really, Sir, I. do not know how he can justify it in his own 
conscience that there has been a case for putting such a piece of legis- 
lation on the qnvil to-day. Sir, the best way of really dealihg with this 
matter should be by oft'ering co-operiftion between the police and the 
public. Let the public understand that they can trust the police aud 
then there wdll be no need for a legislation like this. That is really a 
gesture which ought to come from the police. At least, I think my 
hon’ble friend will agree wdth me that trifct begets trust, and this 
gesture ougiit to come fro^ the polite to the public. Start eo-operation, 
cultivate friendship, €3ultivate relationships, and then you will find 
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that there will be no longer any necessity for any such legislation. 
With these woyds, I would certainly suggest that there is ample scope 
for circulating the Bill for eliciting) public opinion. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, (jovernment were 
repeatedly asked to introduce some legislation in this House and 
tfiey* were told that this House was a Hoxi.se ol Elders where they will 
find f^ober and considered judgment and ])ronouncemcnt on the 
measures that (jovernment will introduce. But having listened to the 
speeches delivered, I find that sci far as melodrama is (ioncerned, 
it is very difficult to find a cohipeer of Mr. Lalit (-handra Das in 
another place, and for ^‘sweet unreasonableness", it is difficult to 
beat Mr. Jlumayun Kabir: and as for Dr. Kadha Kumiid Mookerji, I 
am sure, he has no equal' anywhere else. But, Sir, 1 feel that 
so far as this Bill is concerned, it has been grossly misunderstood and 
misrepresented. The Bill is a very short one and it has got only two 
clauses. . * 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: But a bitter pili. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May be a bitter pill 
^ but sugar-coated". Jt is a very short Bill, Sir, as 1 liave said, 
and it is also a very simple <»ne, and as far as the ascertaining of 
public opinion ih concerned — a point which has been raised by 
Mr. Humayiin Kabir — 1 feel that it cannot be comjtared with 
any other Bill, because the provision which we are making in this 
Bill was already in existence under the Public Security Act, and 
is also in exist enc!c in the form of the Seditious Meetings Act. Now, 
before 1 go into the merits ut the Bill, 1 want to explain to (In* 
House the point of view of those who led that there is a change in 
the Government. Listening to the speeches one feels that those who 
have spoken on the Bill on behalf of the Oppositioft find no change 
in the constitution of the (jovernment. The t\])e of speeches 
that were made in the old Bengal Legislative Council, the words that 
were used in ihe'old Bengal Legislative Council and even the argu- 
ments that w'ere advanced in the Did Legnslative Council — they 
are all being repeated here without taking info consideration the 
fact that whereas the old Government, the Government before 19d7, 
was not responsible to the Legislature as far as pol^e and other 
reserved departments were cffticerned, the present (jovernment is 
entirely responsible to the Legislature. 

Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it responsible to public opinion P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIH: It must be so, because 

a Legijplature represents public opinion and iP is the opinion of this 
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Ho|ise and the other House that represents public opinion. We are 
responsible to them and through the members thereof to the general 
public. Therefore, these loose { talks about some measures being 
reactionary, or retrograifle, do no longer hold good. They may have 
been justified when the old Council could not take any action against 
those who promulgatod these orders, because they could not be removed. 
The criticisms that were levelled against the Public Security Act, the 
Criminal Jiaw Amendment Act, were justified because the * Home 
Members of those days could not be removed. If the Home Member 
of those days persisted in doing what he wanted to do, the old Council 
had no power to take any step against bim to express their displeasure 
or disapproval. Those conditions liave changed. You have now the 
right to take steps against the Ministry by way of expressing your 
displeasure and disapj)rova] of anything tliat it does. This Ministry 
is now removable. So, criticisms against a measure being drastic; or 
retrograde have jfo reascm for existence at the present moment. ^Eor, 
you can now turn out a Miifistry if \ou do not approve of their 
action. A gr.eat deal has 1^‘en said about public meetings and Mr. 
Ilumayun Kabir has dwvli at length on the word “otherwise”. 
May I explain to the House why this word ‘^otherwise” has -been 
usedP It is not for the purpose of giving powers to the police to 
invade private houses, to invade assoViations and to invade private ^ 
meetings, but to gtiard against circumvention, to guard against 
transforming an (d)viously public meeting into private meeting for the 
purj)ose of ])r(‘venting the admission of p(dice. For example, suppose 
that, a public meeting is held at Mahommadali Park, and they say that 
only those who were w'earing Gandhi <*aps wouhl be allowed to get in. 
Now' the police cannot put on Gandhi cap. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Yes, they can do so, rather it 

will be honourable for them to do so. 

, • 

The Hon’ble l^hwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, the police 

cannot wear a Gandhi cap and thus these people prevent the police 

from coming in. Sup])ose, another public meeting ^is held at which 
it is said that only tliose w^earing red badges or Congress fiags will be 
allowed to enter. ^ Now, Sir, the ])()liee could not do that, and thus 
they would be prevented from coming in. 

< 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: All imaginary contingencies. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Now, Sir, it is to guard 

against these methods by which the police can be prevented from taking 
notes of speeches at public meetings that this Bill has been brought 
forward. As fai* as guarding against the abuse of these pouifers by the 
police is coniierned, yoci are here. If any one to-day thinks th|it there 
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]i8& biBGii an abuse of its power by the police — the next day yon l^ave 
got the right to move an adjournment motion. Vhe adjournment 
motions are 'there. The no-confideuije motions .'.re there. There are 
the members of this House and^,we have got to a.ssume that members of 
this House are reasonable persons. AVe have got to assume that 
members of the Legislature are respon.sihle beingf> and if they find that 
any txovernment or any Ministry is allowing police officers to do 
sometiring that cannot be justified piiblhdy in this House, then they 
are bound t-o vote down the Ministry, it does not matter to which party 
they may belong. Such members are bound to vote against the 
Ministry, and the Ministry cannot stand. 

This is the principle on which responsible Government is carried 
on. A^ou have got to entrusi wide powers to a responsible Ministry, 
80 that they are not hampered in caiTying out their lawful duties 
which are necessary’ for the protection of the public. (Mr. Lalit 
Das: Question.) If those powers are abused, the powers 
which you* have given to the Ministry, ‘then you can take etfectfive 
action. This is the fundamental principle of responsible Government. 
May I point out to the House that before the new constitution came 
in, the Criminal Law Amendment A(;t was the most abused Act in 
the whole of India, but to-day no provimdal Government can do 
• without it, and every province' finds it a convenient Act for coping 
with subversive activities!^ There is hardly any provincial Govern- 
ment in India which is not glad to have this Criminal Ia\w Amendment 
Act at its disposal with the result that the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act is being used more frequently now-a-days. As far as my friend 
T)r. Radha Kumud Mookerji is concerned, 1 feel inclined to compare 
him with Rip Van Winkle. He is still thinking that the TInited 
Provinces Government is continuing the order which dispenses with 
the necessity of reporting the speeches at i)ublic meetings. This was 
done when they first cam(‘ into office. Hut very soon they found that 
it was impossible to do so. And 1 challenge, I)|.^ Radha Kumud 
Mookerji to state whether it is not the usual practice now at most of 
the meetings, .specially ki.san meetings, *for the police reports to attend 
such meetings anrl take down notes. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: That is "only in disturbed 
areas. 


The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I had expected Maulana 
Akram Khan who went to Lucknow^ and who knows of these things to 
speak something about this matter. But let me tell you that I am 
sure every provinicial Government in India, at the preselit time are 
sending the police to take down the speeches mAde at public meetings. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As well as to take down meetings 
in private houses % 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nha.imuuuiiis i nave expiainea before 

why it has been necessary for Government to bring in this Bill. We 
should have been very glad not to bring in this Bill, but the reason i^or 
this Bill has been supplied by the other side. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: From which sidef 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : From the Congress side. 
(Cries of “question, question”.) Because, they deliberately made an 
invidious distinction between the general public and the police, and 
whereas tlie general public were allowed to enter a meeting on payment 
of annas eight or Jte. 1, they charged Rs. 25, Rs. ‘50 or Rs. 75 for the 
po^ce, and thus deliberately ysked for trouble. They did this ju^t as 
they found that the Public Security Act had lapsed, and they did so 
without any justification or reason. For 6 years they had allowed the 
police reporters to enter the meetings hut just as they found that the 
Public Security Act had lapsed,* they started this practice. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: On a point of information, 
Sir. I want to know definitely from the HoiPble Minister what per- 
centage of arbitrary abuse to which he refers has come under his 
notice. Is it always the case that the Congress is behaving in the 
manner that he has described? 

The Hcm’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 am sorry that 
my friend Ur. Mookerji could -not follow me. The raison detre of this 
Act is the action of the Congress in deliberately trying to make an 
invidious distinction between the general public and the police by 
trying to make them pay far more than what they charge from others. 
If they do that, surely they ask for an Act like this. If they had not 
acted like this, there would have been no necessity lor this Act, if a 
public meeting remaiAed a public meeting; so Government are bringing 
forward this measure in such a manner tliat people cannot easily 
circumvent it. Th*at is why these wide powers have been given to the 
poli(‘e. Unfortunately, he never studied the Public Security Act 
properly, otherwise he would have kno\fn that when the Public Security 
Act was passed, there the Commissioner of Police was given a power, 
under clause (2) of sub-section 2. It reads thus, “the District 
Magistrate means within the limits of the town of Calcutta as defined 
in the Calcutta Police Act of 186G and of the suburbs of Calcutta as 
defined by notification un^der section 1 of the Calcutta and' Suburban 
Police Act of 1866, tha Commissioner of Police’’. 
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Mf, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You are then reviving’ the Public 
Security Act. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIlilUDDIN : The Commissioner of 
Police has had this power for the last six years and can any member of 
the House from the Opposition cite one single instance of abuse of that 
power? This is the most important point to bear in mind. It is not 
for six months, it is not for one year, it is not for three years, but for 
six years this Act had been in force; can any member of this House 
cite one instance wliere this power has been abused and a private meet- 
ing place liad been entered bv ihe Police, (bte one instance . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House now stands adjourn- 
ed till 2-16 p.m. on Monday, the 13th March. 


Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 13th 
March, 1939. 
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Members absent. 

The following' members were libsent from the meeting held on the 
10th of March, 1030: — 

(1) Mr. Humayun Keza Chowdhuiy. 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(3) Nawabzada Kamruddin Haider. 

(4) Mr. Mohammad Hossain. 

(5) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(6) Mr. E. C. Ormond. 

(7) Mr. H. P. Poddar. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(9) Maharajah Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chowdhury 


a G. PTWt— 193V-40-127A— 750. 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES • 


The Coi’NCIL met in the ‘^Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 13th March, 1939, at 2-15 p.m,, 
being the seventeenth day of the First Sessioif, pursuant to section 
i)2(2){a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The President (the Hon’hle Mr. Satykndka Chandra Mitkv) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Frequent change of text-books for sch^ls. 

103. Mr. H. P. PODDAR; (a) Will tlie HonMde Minister in cliarge 
of ihc Kducatioii l)e})urtin(‘nt he j)lease(] lo stale \v}i(*llu‘r lit' is aware — 

’(/,) tliat there is a much too rapid. ehange of text-hook^ for schools 

necessitating an unneiessary Inirdtai on guardians; 

( 

(ii) that due to the demands of the Text-Book Committee, the ])ro- 
fiteering publishers are having text-books written by 
mercenary authors; 

(iii) tliat mistakes and misrepresentations abound jilentifully in 
many of these text-books; and 

(?/') that the school authorities select too many books for even the 
lower classes to the great detriment of our youngsters’ 
health and brains 

(b) If the answer to jiart (a) be in the affirmative* will the llon’ble 
Minister kindly state what stejis the Government are devising to pre- 
vent the evils mentioned in the said pa.*t (a) of the question Y 

f 

(c) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister kindly appoint a committee to enquire in^o those allegations 
referred to ^therein ? 

» 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir HA^IMUDDIN (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Education Department): (a) (/) I have no informa- 
tion of excessive change. 

(ii) Text-books for \ise in Government and Government -aided 
schools are* approved by the Director of Public Instnictionh Bengal, for 
a period of four years. Authors and publislieri are invited to submit 
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lx>oks in nm as well as new' Iwoks for consideration by the Provincial 
Text-Book Committee after tbe expiry of ibis period. The text-books 
which W'ere on the approved list are put on to ilie new list unless they 
Jiave dcieriorated considerably or are found to be decidedly inferior to 
new books submitted. 

(ni) I have no surch information. If any serious defects in any 
particular ])ook are brought to the notice of tbe Director of Public 
Instruction, Benoal, immediate steps are taken to remove the* l>ooks 
from the aj)i)roved list. Minor defects are communicated to authors 
and pubiisliers tor correction. 

(iv) Text-books arc approved by the Dii;ector of Public Instruction, 
according to the syllabuses of studies presciibed by (Government. 
Government are not responsible for any extra books if selected by the 
school authorities. 

(h) Does not a^se. 

(c) I will have an enquire made if a detailed statement of horn- 
plaints is furnished. 

Mfi KADER BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state with reference to answ'er (m), w^hether any minor defects were 
found in any of the books on the lisj;, and wli ether any steps were 
taken with regard to any such books to remove them from the list? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very difficult to 
give details at the present time, but 1 can assure the hon’ble member 
that so far as removal of minor defects is concerned, the invariable 
practice is that, if a book is approved, it is a])proved subject to the 
removal of minor defects therein. 

The copyists of the Calcutta Registry Office. 

104. Mr. SHRISH. CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whetluT it is a fact that the copyists of the Calcnta Eegistry Office 
jointly appealed to tVe Inspector-General of Kegistration, Bengal, on 
the 24th June, 193Sj^and again submitted a direct memorial to him on 
the 23rd August, 1938, for not being allowed to officiate in the leave 
vacancy of the clerks of the office? 

(6) If the answer to (a) be in the .affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to la^n on the table a copy each of the two aforesaid 
memorials sent to the Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal, jointly 
by the copyists of the Calcutta Registry Office? 

(c) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state w’hat action Government contemplate to take 
in the matter? If not, wliy not? 
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The Hoti’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Minieter 
in charge of the Education Department): Representations were 

re(!eived from 3 copyists on tlie 24t]i 1938, and from 5 copyists on 

tlip 23rd August, 1938, agaiirst the filling up of leave vaeancies of 
clerks by certain other (‘oi)yists of the same office. 

• (Tovernment do not consider that it will he in the public interest 
to lay, on the table copies of these repiH'seiitations. 

{c) Government ])ropose to take no aclion. The petitions wtue 
enquired into by the Ijispeelor of Ib'gistrat ion ntlices who found that 
no irregularity had occ urred. * 


The daily copying work of each muharrir. 

105. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: {a) Will 
the Hoirhle Minist(‘r in charge of the Edlualion l)(*|)artnu‘nt be plcuistMl 
to lay on th(‘ table the co])y of circular bdttu’ No. ll-{0(i-32, dabul the 
5th August, 193,8, issued ])y th(‘ Tnsj)eetor-( buKual (d‘ Registration, 
Bengal', t(' all the districts of Bengal, ami to state whether it wus men- 
tioned thenn’n that tlit‘ daily copying work of (nudi mnhornr should not 
fall short of 12 pages and comparison work short of 24 ])ages as pro- 
vided under ])aragia])h 309 {r) of the Ihuigal Ib'gistration Manual? 

{h) If the answer to the last portion of part (a) be in the affirmative, 
will the Hon’hle Minister kindly state whether tin* ])ro(‘edure is being 
followed by all the district offices and also the rural offic(‘s under the 
same? 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie Minist(‘r he jdeased to lay on the fabh‘ a copy 
of the lett(‘r No. 412-20, dated th(‘ 18th January, 1939, issued by tlie 
District Sub-Registrar, Alipore, 24-lhirganas, and kindly state, the 
reasons why and under what einnnnstaneos the obo\'ii (‘ireular is being 
permitted to he ignored in tlie rural offices by tlu Didrird Sub-Registrar 
of 24-Parganas and other district authyrities? 

id) Will the • Hon ’hie ^linister be pleased to state whether in 
answering the question No. 275 (c) on the 22nd Mifrch, 1938, (juestion 
No. 285 on the 25th March, 1938, question No. TO on the 2.2nd 
August, 1938, and question No. 40 on the I2th August, 1938, puf in 
the Bengal 7jegi.slutive Council regarding the grievances, of the cojiyists 
of the Reg-istration Department,* he stated, “They have got grievances 
and some very real indeed; and therefore we are trying to look into the 
matter so that something may he done for them”? What steps have 
been taken up till now by the Hon’ble Minister to examine I he griev- 
ances as promised in the dbove statement? 

(e) Has any step been taken in the matters^ If so, with What result? 
If not, /why not? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Education Department): (a) A copy of Inspector- 
General of Registration’s circular J^o. 11306-32, dated the 5th August, 
1938, which will give the required information is placed on the table. 

(b) Yes. Sometimes, however, it happens that the minimum stand- 
ard is not reached owing to the fact that the Tnuharrirs concerned haVe 
been employed on work other than (copying or comparing work. * 

(c) A copy of the District Registrar’s (not District Sub-Registrar’s) 
circular order No. 412-26, dated the 18kh January, 1939, is placed on 
the iable. I have no information that tin* instructions containefl in 
the above circular order are ignored in any rural officie. The Tn8j)ector- 
Gencral of Registration is, however, examining the whole system. I 
am awaiting hirf report. 

(d) and (e) Thf matter is under the consideration of (xovtunment. 

As it concerns about 400 offices* some delay is inevitable. ‘ 


Statemerii referred to in tdie reply to edanse (a) of the question No. 106. 

< 

No. 11306-32, dated Calcutta, the 5th August, 1938. 

From — The Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal, 

To — All the District Registrars. 


I have the honour to state that it has come to my notice that in some 
districts it is being iusisted that the daily coi)ying work of the 
mulwrirs should not fall short of 12 pages. Paragraph 309 (c) of the 
Bengal Registratiqjf Manual provides tliat tlie minimum work to be done 
by a muharrir is 12 pages of copying* and 24 pages of comparison. It 
is, of course, desirable that all vmharnrs should perform the minimum 
amount of work but it has hitherto been the general practice to calculate 
this outturn on the menthly average. If a hard and fast rule is made 
insisting on the daily outturn of work and if a penalty is imposed in 
cases of failure to jeach the daily minimum, it is likely to cause hard- 
ship on the muharrirs in cases of illness, private business, etc., and on 
the other hand to encourage submission of false statement of daily 
work. 

While, therefore, every Registering Offi(‘er should try to get the full 
work done by all muharrirs employed under him, I consider it desirable 
that no muhqrrir should be liable to be punisted for shortage of work 
on a particular day and that the minimum amount of. work referred to 
above should be calculated on the total out-turn of the month, i 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (c) of the question No, i05. 

No. 412(26), dated Aliporejthe 18th January, 1939. 

From — The Registrar of the 24-Pargana8, 

To — The Sub-Eegistrar of (all). 

A reference is invited to this office Memo. No. 10305-29, dated the 
5th November, 1938, forwarding a copy of Inspector-General’s letter 
No. 11306-32, dated the 5th August, 1938, regarding daily out-turn of 
copying work of the mvharrirs in the registralion offices. 

Since tlie issue of the Inspector-Generars letter referred to above, 
some of the registering offi(‘ers in the district enquired if they would 
still insist on the muharnrs to copy at the rate of 14 pages a day or not. 

The Inspector-General’s letter does not contemplate to supersede the 
distfict order in force in any district. ,The intention of the order is 
that the daily out-turn of work should be calculated on the monthly 
average and that ihj penalty should Ix^ imposed if any wvharrir fails 
to work the daily stand'ard on a particular day. 


Appointment in the Bengal Subonlinate Educational Services 

106. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN (on behalf of Khan 
Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state how many 
persons were aj)])ointed in the Bengal Subordinate Educational 
Service and the Bengal Educational Service grades during^ the jx^riod 
between January to December, 1938, and how many of them were 
Muslims ? 

(h) Will the ITorrble Minister be pleased to slate why in the list of 
promoted officers the number of Mu^l^ms is very small? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister proj)ose to take steps so that in future 
the number of Muslim officers is adeqiftite in the case of deimrtmental 
promotions ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Education Department); (a/ 28 persons were 
appointed o? whom 11 were Muslims. 

(b) It is not the policy of Government to fix percentages of appoint- 
ments on communal basis in promotion cases. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mft KADER BAK8H; With regard to answer (^), will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge think the desirability of ’ considering 
promo t^n from a junior to a senior service as af fresh appointment? 
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yh 0 Hon’bio Khwsja Sir NAZIMUDDINs No, Sir, as a rule it has 
been recognised so long that all appointments from a junior service to 
a senior service, e.g., from <he SilJ>ordinat<' Educational Service to the 
Bengal Educational Service aix? considcied promotions. 

Mfi KADER BAKSHs Docs not the Hon’hle Minister think it 
desirable to change the circular order on this subject? * 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs No, not at present. 


Extension of the laboratories of the Chittagong College. 

107. Mr, NUR AHMED: Will Ihc llon'lde ^lini'^ter in (Intr^^c of 
Ihe Education Department be pleased to state whether the scheme foi the 
extension of the hlboratories ol the Chittagong College has been s^inc- 
tioned by the (Government of Kengal? It not, when will it hi sanction- 
ed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDSN (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Education Department): A scheme for the extension 
of the laboratories of the Chittagon,g College at a cost of Rs. 31,28U 
cajdtal and Rs. 1,172 recurring per annum has been accepted and awaits 
the provision of funds. 


Provision for tiffin to students- 

c 

108. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Is 

the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that 
in a large number pf schools in Bengal arrangements are made for tiffin 
for the hoys? ^ ,, 

(b) If the answer to (a) be ii^ the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that students are to j^ay something specially ‘for it? 

(c) Are (jovernment aw’are that the guardians feel great hardships 
to pay for tiffin in addition to the tuition fees and other expenses inci- 
dental to education? 

(d) Do the Government propose to f make a sufficient provision for 
the tiffin of the students from the provincial revenues? If so, what 
should be the exact amount of grants ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (bn hehajf qf the Minister 
if^ charge of the Eduoatloq Department): (a) Yes, in all Government 
high schools and some mon-Government high schools. 
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(h) Yes, it is compulsory in Government liigfh s( hools. In non- ’ 
Government schools it is left to the discretion ol the managing 
committees. * 

(c) Xo such com])laint has Wen received. 

(d) It is proiK)sed to spend a sum ol Its. 41,400 oiil of the Youth 
Welfare grant during the next two years in giving iittin grants to iiou- 
(xoverupicTit liigli schools and high and senior luadrassahs. 


ui ivwciwiuvia of the emplayees of the Registration Department, 

109. Mr. SHRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge ol ^he Education Department be jdeased to 
state whether it is a tact that in answer to a suiiplenientry (piestion 
to Council question Xo. 40 on the riih Angaist, 194S, Jie admitted that 
the copyists of the Eegistration Deparinuuit had leal grievances and 
also promised to eonsider them favouraldy ? 

{h) Have any stc'ps been taken or are projvosc'd io 1 h' takcm in the 
matted’ y- If not, why m>t y 

(c) Will the llon’hh' Ministei’ be pleased to slate whethei* it is a 
Jact that in answer to (Wncil ‘(piestion Xo. ii5(> of tin* 21 si March, 

19d8, he admitted to have received deputations from the Registration 
Office staif ot Hogra and Xoakhali and he further admitted in the siiid 
reply that the grievaiK-es referred to by the de])utu1ioiiists were under 
the consideration of the Govcummeiit P If so, have Govermmmt arrivcul 
at any decision on the matter!’^ If so, what is the decision arrived at? 
11 not, why not? ^ 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly state wbether in the answer 
to the (,’ouiicil (pieslioii Xo. 257 ot the 22ud March, 194S, hc' admilled 
that the c{uestic)ii ol revising the scale' of pay and grade of the clcmks 
and copyists of the Registration Depanment Jia<i hocpi uikIc'J’ the c'onsi- 
deration of the Government ? If so, have Government ai i ivcMl at any 
decision cm the mattei ? If so, what i.^ the clec*ision, airived at? If 
not, why not? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state whether in answer 
to Council cpiestion Xu. 2 of the 8th August, 1948, i^ was admitted by 
him that theie was a clitfereiiee in pay of permanent c*cq)vists and cl»rk» 
of the Registration Department?^ If so, what are the reasons of main» 
taining such a difference? 

(/) Is it a fact that owing to the existence of the two scales of pay, 
most of the employees of the aforesaid department cannot loach their 
maximum pay at the time of retirement? 

(g) Do the Government pra|x>se to abolish the ditferenliation ia 

pay? 
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' • (h) Has the Hon^ble Minister received any petition from the All- 

Bengal Registration Employees’ Association asking fo'r permission to 
wait upon him on a deputation to|represent before him their grievances? 
If 80 , was the deputation received by him and with what result; and if 
not, why not? 

(Q Does the Hon*ble Minister proi>ose to receive a yearly deputation 
from every bran(ih of Government department with a view to have 
some soi't of j^ersonal touch and sj’^mpathy between the lieiHl of the 
jidministrations and the subordinate staif? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIJM (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Education Department); (a) to (d) Yes. The 
anattcr is under my consideration. As it concerns about 400 offices in 
ihe province*, some delay is inevitable. 

{e) Yes. The^ difference is due to the different nature of the work 
(dona and the different degre/\s of lesponsibiliiy attached thereto. 

(/) and {g) Different scales of pay for different classes of employees 
wader Government are appropriate owing to the difference in the natuie 
of the work and in the responsibility attached. It is a fact . that 
muharrirs promoted to the rank of clerks do not in some cases reach 
fhe maximum. » 

f i 

{h) Yes. The deputation has not yet been received, because the 
•memorandum of grievances submitted by the Association is si ill under 
•consideration. 

(t) I am continually in touch with the de])arttnonls under my ( harge 
4ind hardly think it necessary to make it a custom to receive every year 
.a dei>ula(i<m from the subordinate staff' of each department. 


Bengal Legislative Council. 

110. Mr. RANAil/T PAL GHOWDHURY; {a) Has the attention 
^f the Government been drawn to the Ilon’ble Prime Minister’s 
statement made on the 8fh October, 1938, at Karachj and circulated by 
the Associated IVes^ of India throughout India and published in the 
Amrita Bazar Patnlca of the 9th October under the caption “('ordial 
arelations between .Ministry and Services*’? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the views 
expressed therein are the personal vie^vs of the Hon’ble Premier or of 
.the Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Premier stated during the course 
•of an interview with Press representatives that in Bengal ten lakhs of 
rupees spent for the Upper House, could well be utilised for other 
purposes? If so, will t^e Government be pleased to state how the 
above figure of ten lakhs was arrived at by the Premier? 
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{d) Is it a fact that the present Bengal Legislative Council canae ’ 
into existence on the 1st April, 19f37, with the inauguration of the new 
Constitution ? ‘ If so, is it a fact that injthe Revised Estimate of 1937-38, 
a provision of rupees two lakhs and two thousand only was made for the 
Council ? 

Out of this provision, what was the actual amount spent during 
the yea^? 

(/) Is* it a fact that a provision of a sum of rupees two lakhs and 
forty-five thousand has been made in tlm Budget for the year 1938-39, 
and if so, is it a fact that the total expenditxire provided by the (xovern- 
ment in their Budgets for the ( ouiicil siii(‘e its inauguration is only 
about rupees four lakhs and forty-seven thousand and not ten lakhs as 
stated by the Premier in the course of the Press interview referred to 
above ? 

{g) Will Governnient be pleased to state whetlicr tlie IVemier 
obtained the figure of ten laklts from any »Oovernment reconis; or was 
it an imaginary figure arrived at by the llon’ble Premier? If it 
was obtained from any Government record, will tb(‘ Government be 
pleased to lay such records on the table of the House? It not, why 
not? 

^ {li) Will the Government be "pleased to state whether any contra- 
diction has been made either by tbe Premier or by the Government of 
Bengal that the figures given in the Press interview and broadcasted 
throughout India were wrong? If not, why not? Will Government 
be pleased to state whether the Hon’bk* the Premier has a j)reju(lice 
against the Upper House created under the Governnient of India Act? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mfi Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (a) No; but I liave since read what 
purports to be a Jbess re])ort of the interview granted by the Hon ’bio 
Chief Minister to tlie Associated Press. ’ ^ 

{h) and (c) I liave ascertained from the Ilun’ble ('liief Minister 
that the report does not contain a correct statement of facts. 

{d) Yes. -I 
{e) Rs. 1,75,116. 

(/) A provision of Rs. 2 lakhs 45 thousand was made in the Budget 
for 1938-39. The total estimated expenditure since the inauguration 
of the Council is as follows : — 

Rs. 

1,75,116 
2,43,700 
2;58,000 


. Actuals, 1937-38 
Revised, 1938-39 
Budget, 1939-40 
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* « (fj) Thf' qiiesiion does not arise. 

(/t) In view of the fact that the statement published in the Press 
was not brought to the notice of l^he Hon’ble Chief Minister earlier, no 
contradiction was issued. The Hon’ble Chif‘f Minister entertains no 
prejudice against the Tipper House. 

m 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: AVith reference to answers 
{h) and (c), will Government issue a correei statement and publish it? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN; I do not think that it 
is necessary at the present moment. * 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: AVith reference to answer 
(h), will a contradiction be issued and piiblislied ? 

#• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am sure this reply is 
more effective tlian any contradiction published in the press. 

110(a). Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) AVill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Medical Department be pleased to^ 
state if his attention has been drawn to the awful and staggering figure 
of infant mortality and of deaths of mothers after child-birth in Bengal 
as disclosed in the annual report of the Public Health Department? 

(h) If so, what measures has the Hon'ble AJinister taken upto this 
time and is further j)ro])osing to take to jirevent this loss of lives year 
after yearj^ 

{c) Has the attention of the Hon'ble Minister been drawn to 
Doctor Neal Edward Statistical emiuiry in the case of Calcutta, reveal- 
ing 3-7 ])er cent. jaon-]>reventibje and 90*8 per cent, preventible infant 
death and deaths*af'ter,child-l)irth ? 

{d) If so, has the Hon’ble Minister taken any step to launch a 
^ ountry-wide propaganda against this matter? If npt, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT tthe Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) I am 

aware of the high rates of infant and maternal mortality in the province. 

{h) and {d) Annxial grants are m*ade by Government towards the 
training of indigenous dais and further steps are under contemplation 
with a view to iinjiroving the training. Grants are also made towards 
maternity and child-welfare centres as well as health w^fare com- 
mittees and exhibitions for educative propaganda work. The solution 
of the problem lies largely in the spread of maternity and child- 
welfare centres in th« rural areas including arrangements ^r homo 
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visiting. Provision lias been made for suVstaiitially assisting lo^al • 
bodies and voluntary organisations in e'^tablishinp and maintaining 
maternity and.child-welfare clinics and%centres. 

It has been decided to appoint a Lady Superintendent for maternity 
and child-welfare work whose duties will be to co-ordinate the work 
that is now being carried out by local bodies aixl voluntary associa- 
tions, •to educate public opinion, to investigate into the probable causes 
of infaht mortality and maternal deaths and generally, to suggest 
means fo!* improving tlje jiresent state of things. The whole matter 
is under my careful consideration. 

(c) Yes. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: AVill the Ilon’ble Minister 
kindly state since when this cliild mortality has increased ? We want 
an ai)proximate time. 

• ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am unable to say. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Does the HoiiTde Minister think that the 
grants which have been made to maternity and child-welfare centres 
jare adequate y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, that is a question 
of opinion, should I reply P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are not bound to answer, but if you like 
you can. 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the grant may not 
be adequate, but nothing more has Wn within '^e means of the 
Uoveniment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state the rate of infant mortality per thousand* in the province for 
the current year or for any year within the last two or three of which 
he may have figures ? » 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

*Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there has been any increase or decrease in the rate of 
infant mortality within tho last ten years? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 ^ant notice. 
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^ Mr. RANAillT PAL QHOUDHURY: Sir, may I draw the atten- 
tion of the House to unanswered questions, and may we know, Sir, how 
many questions are still remaini|ig to be answered? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have got from the Office a statement of the 
questions that remayi unanswered. 


Education Department ... 
Home Department 
Itevenue Department 
Communications and Works * 


22 * 


4 

n 

1 

2 


Co-operative Credit and Kuraf Indebtedness 

Department ... ... ... 1 

Public Health and Medical ‘ ... ... 2 

Agriculture ‘ ... ... . ... 1 

f 

« 

Mr^ HUMAYUN KABIRs I have, Sir, some questions with regard 
to the Commerce and Eabouf Department which have not been answered 
y«t. ■ . 


Mr^ PRESIDENTS The statisEcs only give the number of 
questions tliat are due to be answered, that is, in regard to which 15 
days have elapsed since notice had been received. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIRs More than a month has elapsed. Sir, so 
far, al any rate, as my questions are concerned. 

• 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURYs Sir, may I submit that this 
is a direct infringement of the rights and privileges of the members of 
this House. Thjr is continually going on from one session to another. 
May I request you*, Sir, to exert your influence so that we in this House 
can get our questions answered during the session. To-day, I believe 
will be the last day, and we will meet after another,.month or so, and 
again next month thi? same procedure of keeping the questions hanging 
will perhaps continue. 

« 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I submit,* Sir, that in 
view of the figures that have been read out, the comment made by the 
hon’ble member is not justified. After all, I am certain and I can 
state without any fear of contradiction that the percentage of questions 
unanswered is ten times better than in any other Assembly or Council. 
The number of questions relating to the Hdme Department that have 
not been an'swered is only four, and I am surprised even at this, because 
I was under the impression that practically every one of them has been 
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answered. Very likely, the information soug’ht could not be compiled^, 
and the result is that these questions have not l>een answered. It is* 
certainly not ,due to want of attention, as far as rfie Home Department 
is concerned. 1 can state that I hav^ taken very particular care this- 
time in answering those questions, and I doubt very much that there- 
lias been very much delay beyond the lo days' notice for answering 
the^ie questions. I am sure that we have answered well over 30 or 40^ 
(juestions and only 4 questions now remain to be answered. Similarly, 
about all* other departments only one or two questions remain to be 
answ’ered. 

# ' 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIRl: Why then 22 unanswered ({uestions 
undei* the Education Department:^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is the only Depart, 
mentj, where there has been some delay. Jlut it is in ’view* of the fact 
that quesiit5ns are put sometimes for wdiich it is very difficult to get 
information from the Mufassil offices. Therefore, it is possible that 
theie has been delay in answering these (piestions; but even taking the- 
number of questions that the Education Department have answered, 

1 am sure the number of questions that have not been answered is much 

s.s than W'hat has been answ’ered. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I refer to particularly one' 
(luestion, Sir? I gave a short notice (luestion referring to certain 
incidents in Noakhali and that refers, Sir, to certain breaches of the 
]iver Meghna by wffiich a very large number of peoi)le have been affected 
and some people also died. With respect to that, Sir^ I gave a sliort 
notice question for answer. Not only the period for such a question has- 
expired, but also the period for answming it as an ordinary (juestiori,. 
that is 15 days, have elapsed. This is d very imporUi^t matter for the- 
l)eople to know’ about. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is a general complaint about the questions- 
in regard to which due period of notice has elapsed. Mr. Das is com- 
plaining of a short notice question, wdiich I understand the department 
concerned has not accepted as a short notice question. It will therefore 
be answered as an ordinary question in due course after the lapse of 15*- 
days. I find that one department, namely, the Education Department, 
is the worst offender in not answ’ering questions in time. As mentioned 
by the Hon’ble Home Minister, largest number of (questions are directed^ 
against that department. However, things are improving and the 
ultimate remedy lies with ibis House. As I have already said, they caa 
make rules making it compulsory on the part of the (jovernffient to givetr 
answers to questions tabled on the due date. , 
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, ^ Khan Bahadur ATAUlf RAHMAN: On a point of information, Sir. 
May T know whether we shall have to give notices of those questions 
which will remain unanswered o\ they will he answered in due course? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: No notice will he necessary. Answers will come 
as a matter of course^ and the replies will he communicated to the hon’hle 
meml>ers. , f 

4 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May I know if the ‘questions 
will hocome time-harred? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: lU prorogation, thh notice of questions will not 
Jbe cancelled. 


GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION 

* i. 

The Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The House will now resume further discussion of the motion of Sir 
Nazimuddin that the Calcutta and Suhurhan Police (Amendment) Bill, 
1939, he taken into consideration, and «the amendments moved thereto by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, Mr. Humayun Kahir and Mr. Shrish Chandra* 
Chakraverti. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: vSir, I have not very 
much to add to what I said the other day. I would like to emphasize 
one point, namely, that in Calcutta for a large number of duties, the 
Comniissio'ner of Police has got the same status, position and 
Tesponsihilities as that of the District Magistrate in the districts. This 
is one of tlie reasons why in the Public Security Act, the Commissioner 
•of Police has bee*, placed in the same line with the District Magistrate. 
Besides, all the executive functions of a District Magistrate are more 
or less entrusted to the Comnjissioner of Police. Therefore, when we 
Lave asked for entrusting these powers to the Commissioner of Police, 
it is enquivalent to ientrusting the powers to the District Magistrate. 

I hope, Sir, the House is now satisfied that it is absolutely essential 
for Government have the power to send police constables to take 
^own proceedings of meetings 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Constables? It is 
ib the Act “Head Constable”. Do you want to go lower down? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Head Constable, 
nothing n^Qle than what is in the Act. I consider it of fundamental 
importance for the hpn’ble members to bear in mind that exactly 
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similar provisions were in force in Calcutta |ind suburbs for the last sb: 
years without any one having felt any inconvenience or even being 
aware of the fact that these provisions were thene. If for six years a 
thing could feave worked satisfactorily, I see no reason why in the 
future if a similar provision iff made, it is not going to work satis- 
factorily. I, therefore, hope that the hon^ble members will withdraw 
th^ir ^motions for circulation. 

Mfi PRESIDENT” The question before the House is the amendment 
of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das that the Calcutta and Suburban Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 19(39, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1939, since which an amendment 
to this amendment has been moved by Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti 
that for the figures and words “Blst December, 19t39”, the figures and 
words ‘'31st May, 1939’’ be substituted. The question before the House 
is that the amendment of Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakrayerti be made. 

House divided : — 


Hr. Ikriih Cliaiiira Obakravarti. 
Mr. LalH Cbanbra Dat. 

Mr. ■aaklm Obaadra Datla. 

Mr. Naraadra Ohaadra Datta. 
Mr. Naaiayaa Kabir. 


Mr. Maibabaddia Abaiad. 

Mr. Mar Abaiad. 

Mr. Kadar lakab. 

•ir E. 0. Aantball. 

Mr. NaaiMal Maf ObaarEbary. 

Kbaa labib ANal NamM Obawdhary. 

Mr. Kbarsbad Alaai Cbawdbary. 

Kbaa labadar Raaiakul Nafdar Gbawdbary. 
Mr. D. d. Oabaa. 

Mn. K. O’Raiaria. 

Mr. R. w. H. Farf aaaa. 

Kbaa Rabadar Salyad Mauaaiaaddia Haiaia. 
Kbaa Rabadar lyad Mabaiaaiad Rbaiial Naa. 


AYES— R. 


Rai Rabadar Rra|aadra Mabaa MaKra. 
Dr. Radba Kaaiad Maakarji. 

Mr. Raaajit Fal Obaadbarl. 

Mr. H. F. Paddar. 


NOES— SR. 


Kbaa Rabadar Maaivi Mabaaiaiad Ibrabiai. 
Kbaa Rabadar Mabaaiaiad Aaaf Kbaa. 

Mr. T. Laiab. 

Mr.d. MaFarlaaa. , 

Kbaa labib labldaJI M^lla. 

Ragam Haialda' Maata. 

Kbaa Rabadar Ataur Rabaiaa. 

M». Makfelaaar Rabaian. 

Rai Rabadar Radhiaa Rbaaaa Ray. 

Mr. Kriibaa Obaiyira Ray Obaardbary. 

Mr. lailaawar tiagb Ray. 

Mr. D. H. Wilaiar. 


The motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Calcutta and Surburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be circulated 
idr the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th J'. 2 ^ie, 1939. 

Th^ question was negatived. 
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, Mr. PRESIDENT: Tl^e question before the House is that the 
•Cttlcutta and Surburhan Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st December, 
1939. j 

The question was negatived. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the Calciltta 
and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to & Select 
Committee consisting of — ‘ 

(1) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nalimuddin, Minister in charge of 

the Home Department, ‘ 

(2) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(4) Mr. Nu^; Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. T. Lamb, 

(6) Maharaja Sir Manmatha Natli Ray Chowdhury, 

(7 ) Rai Brojendra Mohan Maitra Bahadur, 

(8) Mr. Srish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(9) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datttf, 

(10) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(11) Mr. Humayun Kabir, and 

(12) the mover, 

with in8ti;uctions to submit their report by the 31st July, 1939, and 
that the number of members 'who.se j)resence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum .shall be four. 

Dr. RADHA'kUMUD ^OOKERJI; Sir, may 1 suggest a point of 
procedure ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I^et Mr. Das move his motion first. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, if my memory' serves me 
aright, it was a Calcutta constituency which gave Sir . Nazimuddin 
shelter after tatuakhali, and it is to C^h'^Rta now that he presents this 
outrageous definition of a “public meeting” so as to include also meet- 
ings in a private house without even so much as consulting her, without 
even so mtich as agreeing to my motion for circulation with a view to 
eliciting opinion thereon. Sir, would it bo too much now to expect 
that Sir Ndzimuddin should at least agree to refer the Bil} to a Select 
Committee, small thopgll the Bill is, for examination of its provisions 

V 
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with all their implications? Sir, I was amaized to hear Sir Nazimuddii^ 
the other day, he took my breath away as 1 listened to him, layinjt down 
the proposition that as popular Ministers responsible to the Legislature, 
they should be entrusted with all pcjpsible powers for use when neces- 
sary, and that no harm would ^result* therefrom. Sir, does Sir Nazim- 
uddin want to be a Hitler or a Mussolini? Does he want to convert 
ai\ autonomous Bengal into a totalitarian or an authoritarian State? 
Sir, it, is high time that Sir Nazimuddin should note that according to 
tlie printjiples which govern all democratic countries, the executive is 
not to be armed with more powers than what is necessary, than what 
the situation demands. The Assemblies are there to give them such 
powers as may he found aecessary according to the exigencies and 
according to the circumstances of the situation. The point whicli he has 
raised and which 1 most emphatically repudiate has coloured liis outlook 
and vitiated the Bill. It should be for a Select Committee to deliberate 
and report to the House whether more powers should he given that what 
is necessary and whether the power which Sir Nazimuddin (‘bums for 
the police is just and proper under the circumstances. Sir, 1 maintain 
that it is a very serious thing, — this riglit of the police* to poke their 
noses ^nd to appear with a note book and pencil, at all times and 
at every place and thus to interfere with the civil rights and liberties 
of the citizens and the right of free association. Then, Sir Nazimuddin 
• has stated that after expiry in December last of the life of the Public 
Security Act, the police were subjected to the process of puridiasing 
tickets at some public meetings. Sir Nazimuddin surely does not mean 
thereby that this was the whole reason for the Bill? For, then such 
a fact would have found a prominent place in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons of the Bill. Sir Nazimuddin did not give the House any 
intimation as to the number of times that the police had to pay and 
in w’hat places, whether private or a public place, and the credentials 
of the persons who demanded the price, besides simply saying that they 
were rongressmen. For, who knows fhat they vrer^*^ not (njcnt provo- 
r(iteur.<, after all? Sir, 1 repudiate the suggestion that they were 
Congressmen. After all, the Ministry attaches no importance to it, for 
then this fact would have at least been* mentioned in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons of the Bill. Now, the Hon’^le Minister in search 
of an explanation in favour of the Bill had to stumble upon this excuse 
and told the House that the police had to purchase tjckets for attending 
some public; meetings, God knows where and when. It is, therefore, 
felt necessary. Sir, that a Select Committee should deliberate upon the 
provisions of this Bill and report to the House whether this c.omplaint 
o’f the Home Minister can be considered a sufficient cause for making 
such a drastic change in the definition of the word ‘‘public meeting’ ^ 
so as to include within ^it meaning also in private and other places, 
notwithstanding that admission thereto is restricted by tickets or other- 
wise. Sir, the Hon’ble Home Minister told* us that the Commissioner 
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of Police had been enjoying this power up to December last under the 
privisions of the Public Security Act. True, but I regret to, have to 
observe that the Home Minister very conveniently ignores the circum- 
stances under which, and the pmiod for which, the Commissioner of 
Police held those powers. Sir, tire Public Security Act was admittedly 
a temporary measure, designed to meet a state of emergency in Bengal; 
that emergency expired and with it also the life of that measure, and 
with that also the powers of the Commissioner of Police under that Act. 
What is wanted now is that the Commissioner of Police should be re- 
invested with those powers. Sir, is the Hooghly on fire, has the present 
Ministry grown so nervous about its position that they must have the 
police to report what is taking place in tjie camps of the Opposition, 
or what are the combinations that are taking place in social gatherings? 
Are the iniquities of the present Ministry such that they must needs 
he nervous about religious meetings also? Sir, democracy must stand 
or fall with the observance or non-observance of th,e principle of reason, 
justice and fair-play. If without justice and reason, a Bill such qs the 
one under notice is enacted into law simply by tyranny of* votes, then 
democracy degenerates into ^mobocracy. The Public Security Act of 
1932 has been allowed to lapse in December last. Here is an official 
admission that no emergency • now exists, and that the situation is 
normal. This we all know is true. What has then caused Sir Nazim- 
uddin now to extend the ordinary meaning of the words “public meeting^V 
and re-invest the Commissioner of Police with extraordinary powers? 
Is it justice? Sir, the Calcutta and the Suburban Police Act of 1866 
did not define a “public meeting’ ^ but defined only what a public 
place is, and it rested content with that only, for when a meeting would 
be held in a public place which was defined, it will be a public meeting. 
The Commissioner of Police has been given ample powers under several 
sections of these Acts to deal with public meetings. In fact, the whole 
Act was designed to meet the actions of the public in relation to public 
places with an eye to the maintenance of Law and Order in Calcutta 
and its suburbs.' /Thq Explanations in sections 2 and 3 of the Bill are 
altogether foreign to the principle and spirit of those Acts. They seek 
to import the definition of “pliblie meeting” from two most repressive 
measures and to engraft them upon the Calcutta anU Suburban Police 
Act. It would disfigure and disgrace the Statute Book in the name 
of all that is just ^nd fair. I urge upon the Home Minister to abandon 
such an attempt. Sir, this is a measure which should not be rushed 
through without reference to the Select Committee for its report. The 
Amendments suggested are many and various. The Select Committee 
should calmly consider them and I ask my friends opposite to consider 
if there is any emergency to rush the Bill through. I ask them to 
consider whether they should not be assertive when Government would 
stand where they are without losing their place by reason of this Bill 
being referred to a Select Committee. 
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The •position of our good friends, Sir Edward Benthall and his group, 
is surely very reasonably sweet. They are for investing the police, 
particularly their friend the Commissjoner of Police, with extraordinary 
powers of sending his subordinates to all possible and impossible placea 
for reports when that place happens to be in Indira and so long as that 
placBbis not in England. Sir, I may, however, tell Sir Edward Benthall 
and hie party what I said on Friday last that if the home of an English- 
man is his castle, the home of every Bengalee is the abode of Gods 
and Goddesses. With these words. Sir, I commend my* motion for 
the acceptance of the House. * 

» 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Calcutta and Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

^(1 \ The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimiiddin, Minister in charge of 

, the Home Department, * 

{ 2 ) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

j(3) Mr. Kader Bak’sh, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. T. Lamb, 

(6) Maharaja Sir Maiimatha Nath Ray (-howdhury, 

(7) Rai Brojendra Mohan Maitra Bahadur, 

(8) Mr. Srish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(9) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta, 

(10) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(11) Mr. Humayun Kabir, and 

(12) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st July, 1939, and 
that the number of members whose j^resence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorifm shall be four. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move that the Calcutta and 
Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — , 

(1) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister in charge of 

the Home Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(4) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(6/Mr. D. J. Cohen, 
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(6) Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(8) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookeljee, 

(9) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Eezzaqul Haider Chowdhury, 

(11) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(12) Kli^aii Sahib Abdul Hamid Choudhury, 

(18) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta, ^ind 

(14) tlie mover, • 

with instructions to submit their report by the loth of April, 1989, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be four. 

May [, Sir, add one or two names please? 

c 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, if you have tlieir consent. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I want to add the names of Sir 
Edward Benthall and Rai Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur to this list. 

V Sir, I do not propose to make a long* speech in supporting this motion 
for Select Committee, but I think what Sir Nazimuddin told us on the 
last occasion gives additional reasons for sending the Bill to a Select 
Committee instead of taking it on the floor of the House for discussion. 
I know that one point which will be brought up is that a simple Bill like 
this with only two or three clauses should be dealt with in the House. 
I know it will also be said that this is the first Bill which has been 
introduced in the Bengal Legislative Council and therefore we should 
take it on the floor of the Home and not adopt dilatory tactics. Sir, 
this is the first '6fficyil Bill introduced here and though belated, I 
express my congratulations to the Ministry for having introduced this 
Bill first in this House, • 

However, I come-back to the Bill. It is not a Bill about which we 
can feel very happy as I expressed last time, and I think the Hon’ble 
Home Minister in Jiis argument felt the force of some of the arguments 
which I put forward. That is why he evaded the main point of my 
criticism and tried to meet my argument by criticising one particular 
statement in my speech. But in this also, I think either I did not make 
myself sufficiently clear or probably he was not able to understand what 
I meant. The point which I tried to make was that this refusal to give 
such powers to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, was not due to any 
oversight. This is proved by the fact that when the old Bill was 
amended in 1911, the pcfwer was deliberately taken from the Police 
Officers and given to a district Magistrate ; and after 1911, 27 yel^rs have 
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passed and there has been no necessity of gilding such powers to Polios^* 
Ofi^cers. Twenty-seven years is surely enough to biing to the notice of 
the Government any oversight that might have occurred. Sir 
Nazimuddin made great play with the irgument that in 19d‘2 some powers 
were given to the Police Commissioner, but he entirely overlooked the 
fact that in 1932 these powers were given to the 'Police Commissioner 
as an emergency measure. Therefore even in 1932, when the Govern- 
ment was facing a crisis, when there was trouble all over India, even 
during that period the Government did not think it desira];>le, did not 
think it necessary, did not consider it advisable to give such powers 
permanently to the Police, ^nd to-day Sir Nazimuddin is trying to do 
something wliich the (jovernments of 1911 and 1932 did not W'ant to do. 
That was Ihe ]>oint of my criticism^ and 1 think in attempting to evade 
that point, Sir Nazimuddin has by implication admitted that the Govern- 
ment have no case for bringing forward this Bill to-day in order to give 
such^powers permanently to the Police. 

Then, Sir, there is one other point to which* also I think it is 
necessary to draw the attention of this House. , We did’ not force it, 
but there was a division on the question of circulation. We voted in 
favour of this Bill going to circulation instead of being considered on 
the floor of the House, because we wanted it to be recorded that we do 
*not accept the principle of this Bill. If this Bill goes to the Select 
Committee, and the motion which I am now making is a motion for 
referring it to a Select Committee, to some extent we are conceding the 
point which formally we have tried to oppose. We at first detested the 
idea of this Bill being referred to a Select Committee at all. We wanted 
it to go to circulation, and the Government know' better than we do that 
very often Bills are sent to circulation only in order to postpone them 
in the hope that they may never be revived. That w'as the idea in our 
minds in moving for circulation. 

I want to state categorically that the principle wfiich underlies this 
Bill is a principle which cannot be acceptable to me personally and I 
believe also to many members of this H(fUse; be(;auHe it goes against the 
idea of giving the* public an opportunity of discussing freely any ques- 
tion any w’ay they like. Here I would like to draw' the attention of the 
European members of this House to the conditions which obtain in 
England. In London, in the Hyde Park, as they know better than 
most members of this House, any sort of speech is allowed. There are 
communists, there are anarchisms, there are those who believe in the 
abolition of monarchy and there are those who believe in the 
abolition of practically every known institution in the worl4. And yet 
they are allowed to go on, day in and day out, week in and week out, 
year after year, they are allowed to state their opiniop^ before the 
public and the British Empire has not yet collapsed in spite of the fact 
, that th^ has been going on for, I do not know,® how many years. No 
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^poHce reporters, I believe,' are present in such meetings. There has 
never been known any case of any prosecution on the basis of any such 
speeches in the Hyde Park corners. Of course Hyde Park corner oratory 
has often acquired a rather derogatory sense, but we are not concerned 
with that. There is perfect freedom of expression of opinion there and 
there is no interferenbe whatsoever with anybody expressing any sort of 
opinion any way he likes. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das made a point which I think every European. 
meinl)er in fhe House must consider. It does not do to have two ditferent 
.set of laws ; you cannot have one set of Ikws for England and another set 
for this country. I would draw the attention of the European members 
of this House to the very serious warning which Lord Hewart, the Lord 
(vhief Justice of England, was constrained to make in his book “The 
New Despotism’’, where he pointed out how gradually a new sort of 
policy, a new so^t of control, a new sort of tyranny was developing, 
which interfered with the civil liberties of the people of England. I 
feel that European members ^of this House, if they support a Bill like 
this, if they support any restriction of civil liberties in India, are bound 
to be affected in their own turn by such restriction of civil liberties when 
they go back to their own country. Fascism in India and Liberal 
democracy in England will not go t6gether, and therefore any such ^ 
fascistic method, — and I think I can with justice apply that term to 
the Bill which has been brought before us, — this sort of fascistic method 
in India and Liberal democracy in England will not go together. If 
here they are prepared to support a Bill like this and allow this sort of 
interference with the rights of private citizens to discuss in any way 
they like any question, it is bound to affect their own social life and the 
consequence will be such which no Englishman with his past history can 
relish . 

There is anoth^er point whida is important in connection with the 
motion for reference to, Select Committee. It has been made sufficiently 
clear on the floor of the House and I think the European members of 
the House also appreciate the ‘fact that in the case^of the Bill there 
is room for great ^eal of improvement. The definition of pulblic 
meeting which has been given is so vague, so wdde that as I pointed 
out last time, it would include anything from a marriage feast to a 
funeral meeting. If such a wide definition be given tp the term 
“public meetiag’’, if such wide powers be given to the Police, who 
knows in what manner this power may be used.^ Here I would ask 
the present Government to remember this. Col. Muirhead when He 
came recei^ly to India remarked after his experience of parliamentary 
Government in different provinces, that in In4.ia most Oppositions seem 
to think tha^ they will be permanently in opposition and most Govern- 
ments seem to flatter themselves with the idea that they will remain 
permanently in office. ^That is a mentality which has to go. from 
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the Oj^osition we are fighting for eitending the liberties • of 
the cithsens, fighting against any encroachment upon the liberties of 
private citizens, the Hon’ble Ministers who are in office to-day should 
remember that we are fighting for their liberties. For who knows that 
in two years’ time they will not find that tables have been turned P 
Who knows that in a couple of years’ time iliey*will not be thankful 
for any sort of guarantee which secures to them the right of associating 
freely and discussing plans and policies of their own parties ^ There- 
fore, Sir, from that point of view I say it is desirable that* sucli a Bill 
should not be discussed on the floor of the House, hut should go to the 
Select Committee in order to ensure that if w’e are to give such powers 
to the Police at all, it should be done in such a way that there is the 
least amount of interference wuth the rights of private citizens to discuss 
matters in any way they like. 

• 

There is one other point which has al^o to Ibe remembered. To-day 
we have a Government which is responsible to a particular political 
party and therefore it is inevitable that that Government’ must io some 
extent reflect the colour and political mentality of the party which 
has put it into office and keeps if there. And if the policy of the 
Government is in this way coloured iby the policy of any jiartitmlar 
party, we must have sjiecial safeguards that tliis policy does not in 
any way affect the neutrality of the Services. What guarant(‘e is there 
that if*a Bill like this is now jiassed which enables the Commissioner 
of Police of Calcutta to send his officers to meetings oP any ty])e, any- 
thing which may be called a public meeting (using the word in the 
widest sense of the term), what guarantee is there that the Police 
Officers will not go to the meetings of the political oppoiAjnts of the 
present Ministry and see to it that they cannot frame any policies, 
that they cannot plan anything by which they might perhaiis try to 
oust this Ministry which they have levery legitinyjte right to do? 
Therefore, Sir, from that point of view also jt ip desirable that an 
instrument like this should not be placed in the hands of the executive, 
particularly when the executive is resjf)onsible to the Ministry which 
in its own turn is responsible to a particular pplitical party. It is 
natural for that political party to work as hard as it can and in as many 
ways as it can to maintain itself in power. All t^iese considerations 
are there, apd therefore the point that we should take this Bill on the 
floor of the House and amend it in such a way that thb rights of the 
private citizens are sufficiently secured, is not tenable. It will require 
Very careful drafting, and the draft which has been presented to us is 
obviously one which is unsatisfactory. If the Government, with all its 
officials to help it and wjith a considerable amount of time and know- 
ledge, unhampered by any discussion or controversy on the floor of the 
House could not evolve a better formula, wh^ prospect is there that on 
the floyr of the House, on the spur of the moment, during a heated 
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Ais(!ti8sion, we can evolve 1 formula which will remove these . defects 
and safeguard against these dangers which are very real dangers? 

Sir, there is only one other p(^int which I shall touch upon (before 
I conclude. If this Bill in the present form is going to be passed, it 
may, as I have suggested, lead to corruption in the executive, it may 
lead to interference with the rights of those who are opposed tg tjie 
policy of the present Ministry. This is particularly important to 
remember, (because we find from our experience that persons r who do 
not see eye to eye with the j)olicy of the i>resent Ministry have had to 
face difficulties which is not generally .the position in other countries 
of the world. I know that the Hon'Ible Minister will prolbably say and 
I know that probably the memJbers of the Euroj^ean Group will say that 
the police have, certain powers in other countries as well. But in those 
countries the Opposition is safeguarded in .a way which we do not find 
in this province. We have found on more occasions than one that our 
rights have been interfered with and that persons who have been k:\own 
to be definitely opposed to the policy of the j)resent Government .have 
not had that freedom of actioh which is the right of every one of us as 
memlbers of this Legislature. 

With lliese words, 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House, for as T have tri(‘d to point out in moving for reference to 
Select Commitlee that we have already to a great extent conceded to 
the point of view of ilie Government thai some sort of report of jniblit* 
meetings is to be allowed. We have gone further tlian we had intended 
to, but in order to effect a c()mj)romise this is the term which we offer 
to the Government. We have gone so far, and they should also come 
half way to meet us and help us by joint deliberation to evolve a formula 
which will Safeguard us from the dangers to which I have tried to draw 
the attention of the House. 

Mr, PREflTIDEIIIT: Motion moved that the Calcutta and Suburban 
Police (Amendment^) Bill, 1939, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — ^ 

(1) The Hon'ble^ Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister in charge of 

the Home Department, 

(2) Khan Bah^idur M. Abdul Karim, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahaman, 

(4) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(6) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(6) Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chowdhury, 

( 7 ) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(8) Mr. 'Naresh Nath^Mookerjee, 

(9) Mr. Shrish Clfandra Chakraverti, 
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(ilO).Klian Bahadur Rezzakul Haider clowdhiuy, 

<11 ) Mr. ^Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(12) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid fhowdhury, 

<jJ8) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta, 

^((14) Sir Edward Benthall, 

(ir>.) Rai Manmafiia Nath Bose Bahadur, and 
(J6) "the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 15th of April, 1939, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Order, order, The Chair desires the House t‘o realise the 
implications of these motions. A motion for circulation does not 
commit the House to* its principles, but tjxe acceptance of a motion for 
reference to the Select Committee commits the House to the acceptance 
of the principle underlying the Bill. * 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister in cliarge of 

the Home Department, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Srish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(4) Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chowdhury, 

(5) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(di) Maulana Akram Khan, 

(7) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 

(8) Sir Edward Benthall, 

(9) Mr. T. Lamb, and 
<10) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report by the 15th Mg^rch, 1939, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to consti- 
tute a quorum shall be five. 

Sir, as you rightly pointed out, the Opposition must reconcile itself 
to the fate that it is compelled to accept the principle of this very 
nelarious measure, but considering the circumstances surrounding the 
0]^O6ition, circumstances relating to the composition of this House 
ia* par^cular, the Opposition cannot but feel lhat it has to frame a 
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*fly^tein of strategy in its ligislative work. That strategy would be to 
propose a series of motions aiming at the improvement of the Bill, and 
at the same time the Opposition is under no delusion as to the fate of 
their proposals, so that, although' the fate of the Opposition would be 
to experience a series of defeats, it does not mean that the Opposition 
is abating in any way its fundamental position of unqualified oppqsitjon 
•to a measure of the kind that has been introduced. Now, gir, as 
regards my proposal about a particular Select Committee, I have made 
another com^ession, namely, that I quite realise that the contents of the 
Bill are very simple in appearance, and 4;hat such a Bill may be disposed 
of by the Select Committee within a very short time. I therefore want 
to impress upon the Government this point, that the Opposition does 
not want at aU to be obstructive in any way. It wants that the Select 
Committee should report at once and I haye fixed the 1 5th of March as 
the last date for submitting its report. 

r , 

( 

Rai KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE Bahadur: But to-day is 
the 13th, so how can the thing be finished in two daysl^ 

Dr. RADHA KUMUQ MOOKERJI: ^ell, we can sit down to it 
at once, or, if you like, we can extend, the date by a few days, but that 
is another matter. Now, I want *to explain why a measure of this * 
kind should at least be given the scant courtesy of a thorough examina- 
tion by a Select Committee properly composed. In the composition of 
my Select Committee, I have included all the party leaders including 
Mr. Humayun Kabir. I thought that in the composition of my Select 
Committee, the entire opinion of the House should be reflected by 
getting hoid of all the party leaders. Now as to the substance of my 
motion, I want the Hon^ble Minister not to be obsessed by any notion 
of prestige that, simply because he has introduced his measure in his 
own way, he*ehoulfl not appear Us if he is above all argument, and not 
amenable to any kiiidr. of reasoning. I therefore expect that he will 
reply categorically to the objections that I am bringing forward on 
the floor of this House. Now, firstly, there is a ,very fundamental 
objection, namely, l^iat the Bengal Government is more and more 
differing radically in its character from the majority of the Provincial 
Governments functioning under the new constitution. This Bill may 
be a very small matter, but this small matter is fraught with large 
possibilities, afid possibilities of mischief. By this one short Bill, the 
Hon^ble Home Minister, to whom the country looks for the preservation 
of Law and Order, — by this one simple measure — the Hon’ble Home 
Minister is ruthlessly laying a blow at the very structure of civil rights 
and liberties. I am using this expression not in a spirit of exaggeration, 
for if this Bill can take the place of an Act, if it is really passed, tkeD> 
what happens to the entire system anostruoture of civil liberties f We 
shall then all feel that there is neither privacy nor safety eveikiii tbe 
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life of the home or in the domestic sphere, j and on the ground of this 
pretext and that, the police will be at liber iy to take the offensive dnd 
then the burden of defence will be thrown upou fhe poor house-holder 
who will have to prove that a meeting which was invaded by the police 
was not in fact a public meeting, but^strictly n private meeting. Now, 
Sir, the onus of proof in this very disagreeable transaction is thrown 
ruthlessly by the Home Minister upon the shouldefs of the pacitic house- 
holder. Of course, a Bill should be judged by the extreme abuses to 
which it can lend itself. It will be no answer to my argument to say 
that, ordinarily it won’t be done, that there is the privilege oi inter- 
pellation which this House has and that M.L.A’s. and M.L.C’s. would 
be expected to rise up in tbpir places putting questions on the matter, 
thereby checking the vagaries of the police. All this is absolutely 
beside the point. The question is whether the Bengal Government of 
1939 is really trying to place upon the Statute Book a black Act of this 
character by which, the very foundations of civil liberties will be 
thre|itened. Now, apart from this general position, I wish to maintain 
that ?o fat as the Government of Bengal is concerned there has been 
only a theoretical change-over from the system of the old despotism, but 
in practice we are in the same darkness as before. There has been no 
progress to record towards real responsible self-government. We can 
prove that by reference to this Bill and we can now prove that by the 
• measures that are being silently forged in the nefarious factory of the 
Home Department, where all kinds pf weapons are manufactured by 
which the civil liberties of the people will be attacked. 

Now, Sir, I want the Hon’ble Home Minister to answer the 
following three points. I hope that the Home Minister will concede 
that the Bengal of 1939 is democratically far more advanced, is radically 
altered as compared to the Bengal of 1907, of those excep'idonal times 
consequent upon the agitation against the Partition of Bengal. Those 
were very very exceptional times, not merely in the history of Bengal, 
but also in the history of the whole bf India. Th^en, h come to the 
year 1911 from which the Home Minister hasv bei^n pleased to draw 
his inspiration for his conception of democracy and liberty. But is he 
prepared to argu^ that in the year 193J|, Bengal should go back to the 
year 1911 and if possible, even to 1907 K Thei^, when you consider 
the exceptional legislation which was proposed to deal with very excep- 
tional emergencies and situations of those times, ,is he prepared to 
argue that ihe same exceptional circumstances have compelled him to 
introduce this measure ? In those days when the libertieU of the country 
were seriously curtailed, even in those days there was a concession made 
by the Governments of those days to three points : Firstly, that excep- 
tional legislation could be allowed only in a state of emergency. So 
I want the Home Minister to kindly reply on this point whether a state 
of emergency has arisen in Bengal. Whenever it suita the present 
Government, it always congratulates itself upon the fact that it has 
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accomplished so much of plrogresR in the various fields of national Bfe 
that it has been responsible for enlarging the liberties of the petT|lle., 
But if they in the same breath have to admit that there are emergent 
circumstances springing up in t|^e country over which they have no 
control, except through this exceptional piece of legislation, then they 
stand condemned by their own mouth. They must make the confession 
that they are responsible for creating this state of emergency^ Jly 
•second point is that such a Bill which is fraught with such pojveTs of 
mischief should be restricted in its operation to a very limited field, 
namely, that special areas may have to be “proclaimed’’, within which 
it must be declared that there is a stat^ of emergency which has supet- 
vened. My third point will be this: thatteven those black laws, those 
lawless laws, even they had but a temporary lease of life; even they 
were not permanently placed on the Statute Book. I want to hear ftom 
the Home Minister what he has to say on this very material point, so 
that my argument is that he must prove that there is a state of emergency 
in the midst of which we are^ all living; at least Ve on the Opposition 
side of this House do not feel that there is any kind of emergency any- 
where except in the hyper-seifsitive Home Department which has another 
angle of vision, and* we cannot follow 'them in their ideas. So 
my first point is as to the. existence of an emergency. My second poin>t 
will be that this measure should be of^a temporary duration and should 
not have a permanent place in the Statute Book. My third point is this : • 
that areas should be declared and notified. It is not as if this law 
will operate over the whole of the Presidency automatically, without 
any restriction as to its operation. Now, I come to other points which 
are equally vicious and which are equally innovations. I am afraid 
that in this Bill so far as it goes, the Hon’ble Minister can take credit 
to himself*^ for making some very important improvements upon the 
scheme for the curtailment of the civil liberties of the people. Now, 
look at the very innocent words “other person”. By God, I could not 
ufiderstand ^hat^this means. P had fully exercised my mind over this 
simple phrase but, I could not understand the meaning of these words 
in the least. The Home Minister wants authority for the Commissioner 
of Police to depute oflScers of* police to attend any ^public meeting in 
order to cause repoijts to be taken; he can depute not merely police 
ofBcers above the rank of head constable, but there is this wonderful 
phrase “or other j^rsons.” I want to know who are these other persons 
who would be in the confidence of the Home Department, )vho may not 
be higher thail but at least not below the rank of head constable. But 
what “other persons” and classes of persons does the Home Minister 
want to entangle in this conspiracy against the liberties of the people? 
And where is the special necessity for introducing these refined 
innovations, each of which singly is enough, to destroy our liberties, 
and behold I* in their combination they will be absolutely hopeless. 
Singly, each of these phrlises is fraught with serious- consequences. D 
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is a matter of very serious consequence thnt the control over the civil 
liberties of the people will be transferred »from the judiciary and \he 
magistracy who are more civil than the police. ' 

It is a matter of fundamental importance that this control over tbe 
life and tbe normal activities of tbe people should be transferred from 
the Civil to the Police. And not content with this, innovation, the Home 
Minister is indulging in his trained intellectual acumen. He is exercis- 
ing his inventive powers to the utmost by adding these words— I do not 
know on’ whose instigation, somebody very very experien(‘ed in all these 
undertakings must have suggested these ideas — “or other persons^*. 
Whereas in the dark days of 1907, the Commissioner of Police was 
empowered to send his own people with a sense of responsibility, people 
who were above the rank of Head Constable, whereas the Commissioner 
of Police was empowered to send his own trusted lieute^iants to report 
proceedings of a supposed piiblic meeting in a private house, here the 
Commissioner of Pdlice is given a carte blanche. >He is given wide 
spedial powers so that he can depute any person that he likes in the 
world for the purpose of this reporting, for^the piirpose of this responsible 
reporting on the basis of T^hich the Home Department will be moved to 
action.' 

Now% 1 have also considered^ where was the special use in adding 
this explanatory expression, this Explanation whicdi disfigures the Bill 
so much. I have suggested that even the whole paragraph about 
Explanation may go without any serious detriment to the purposes 
which the Home Department has in view. In that Explanation, 
various kinds of difficulties have been created and it is only a Select 
Committee properly constituted that can thoroughly examine this 
matter, examine the needs of the Department in the matter of preserva- 
tion of Jjaw and Order and then find out whether this hasty drafting, 
whether this indiscreet and inappropriate drafting for the pur- 
poses of conditions prevailing in * 1939, whet|ier tin’s drafting 
is really capable of improvement and alter^itiops. I do not say 
that we are obstructing in any way. I want tlie Home Minister 
to give an opportunity to this House to carefully consider every possible 
aspect of a piece of legislation which, according tp the views of a consi- 
derable section of this House, aims at the very foundation of our civil 
liberties. Lastly, I should say that I regret the, utter inconsistency 
of the attitude taken up by our esteemed colleagues belonging to the 
European Group of this Council. I know of Lord Morley\s famous 
phrase that the fur-coat of Canada may not suit the Indian climate, 
and I think that the Englishmen coming from England have probably 
two sets of political convictions and principles. One of these is meant 
for their hom^ consumption but as soon as they set foot on Indian soil, 
they talk in terms of the old regime which refuses to die in Bengal, 
and if I may say so, like the worst of Con^rvative Diehards they feel 
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that it Ib their purpose im this popular Assembly to co-operate with 
*Grfverument at any cost anvi on any terms, even though the Opposition 
feels that its case against the Bill is unanswerable. Therefore, I must 
appeal to the alleged superior political sense of our En^ish members 
of this Council to bring to bear^upon the deliberations of this infant 
Parliament all their high ideals of democrary and the democratic tradi- 
tions to which they are so accustomed at home. They are coming from 
a country where they 'have breathed the free ail of democracy. 6an 
they ever dare enter their own country with this kind of legislative 
proposals Jf so, do they mean that they have got two sets of conscience 
and two sets of principles; one is resei;y«d for their home consumption 
and tlie other for this down-trodden cowntry where every inch of our 
progress towards liberty has to be fought in this way. It is disgraceful 
that a popular Government is abusing the privileges given to them 
by the electorate by refusing in the first ^stance to take the electorate 
into their confidence, by refusing to consider whether the civil liberties 
of the vast mass lC)f electorate are going to be expranded by their legis- 
lative measures and w.hether they want permanently to iiAprove. upon 
the old state of things which* is dead and gone ; whether it is creditable 
to them to revive that black regime in a worst possible manner and intro- 
duce a measure for which the present Government deserve to be impeach- 
ed by all lovers of democracy. At least, the eight other provincial 
Governments of India will have nothing to do socially with such a«> 
reactionary Government. It is .time that they realise their sense of 
responsibilities. In the XJ. P., where all ordinary legislation has been 
suspended, where political prisoners were given liberty on a mere 
application instead of this arduous struggle of examination of every 
case through committees and all this delay, where the conception of 
liberty is oo high and that in eight of the major provinces — now, I 
want to know whether this present administration of Bengal is 
prepared to take the consequences of the repercussions that their 
measure will create all oven India. I, therefore, do hope that 
the Hon’ble Hon^e Mii^ister in a spirit of sweet reasonableness 
will condescend to have this measure discussed by a Select 
Committee where he is sure ‘ of his own vote and following consi- 
dering the compositipn of this House. It will mean only a delay but 
at least the popular representatives will have a satisfaction of doing 
what they could qnder the circumstances to improve this Bill so as to 
prevent the circumstances created for an attack upon the fqundations of 
our civil liberties* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Calcutta and 
Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The. Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Naaimuddin, Minister in charge of 
the Home Department, 
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(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Shrish Ohamlra Chakraverti, 

(4) Maharaja Sir Maiimatlia Xat^i Ray Chowdliiirv, 

(5) Mr. Humayim Kabir, 

(()) Maulaiia Muhammad Akram Khau, 

' (7) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 

(8} Sir Edward Heiitliall, 

(9) Mr. T. Ijuml), and 

(10) the mover, 

wdth instructions to submit their report by the loth Marcli, 1939, and 
that the number of members whose j)resein‘e shall be necessary to (H)nsti- 
tute a (quorum shall be five. 

I 

Sir E. C. BENT*HALL: Sir, the motion before the House is tliat 
the iuatter be referred to a Select C omivittee. Tlie s]>eaker from my 
party has already said that our party is not o))])osed to the i)riiici]>!e 
of the Bill. Tlie question is therefore vvliether we should su|)port its 
reference to Select ( oniniittee or whether the Bill shouhl l)e dealt with 
on the floor of the House. AVe havc‘ no particular antipaths to a Select 
('onimittee, hut it does seem to that this is a ver\ sim])le Hill. There 
is nothin;^ in it so complex that it cannot he dealt with forthwith on 
the floor of the House, and 1 do feel that this is an occasion when the 
House mi^ht show its business capacity to j^^-et on with the matters at 
the source. We should take it, deal with it, amend it or reject ii here 
and now. We liave expressed already our agu’cement with the ])rinci}de 
of the Bill, but we are iiertectly prejtared to consider amendments whitdi 
may do away with the lej»itimate fears (d an,\ one in this House. Mote 
than one s])eaker, three siteakers I think, have ai)pealed to us to reject 
this Bill: they have apt)ealed to us with vci\ remarkable elo([Uence, 
but J am afraid that although we have ^'iven thi^. Bill our most 
impartial consideration and i>aid attention to tluir rvmarks, I am afraid 
I am left with the impression that they Ip^ve overstated their case. One 
speaker has referied to Hyde Park. So far as 1 am aware, — 1 have often 
been there, — the p(dice are in constant attendaiuV* in Hyde Park, not 
that they pay very much attention to what the s])eakers say and for 
that matter to the public either. 1 should be surprised indeed if powers 
such as are ’included in this Bill do not exist in the Pity of London. 
Personally, I have never experienced them because 1 never yet 
across the police, but it is entirely wrong that members should accuse 
us of desiring to have two sets of laws, one for this country and another 
for England. That is entirely wrong, because 1 believe and 1 am 
informed by my colleague that the law does exist in the United 
Kingdom 

Mr.vLALfT CHANDRA DAS: In this form? 
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‘ »ir E. C. BENTHALLiiI cannot say in tliis form, but it is to tlie 
same effect. There is no attempt to exclude the Police. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASlI* Have they given power to the 

Police to enter jmvate meeting:s!^ 

« 

• Sir £■ C> BE NTH ALL: I am merely speaking* tg the \yesi pf mv 
belief that l^)lice is admitted anywhere in England to wliich any^uember 
of the public is admitted. 

Another .sj)eaker, my friend Mr. Hufnayun Kabir, referred to Lord 
Hewart’s book “The New Despotism” aniT instanced this as another, 
form of despotism. I think he is entirely off his mark, if I may be 
forgiven for saving so. For, Lord Ilew^art in his book, I believe, 
merely referred to the rule-mtiking power \rhich has been given to non- 
parliamentary bodies. Nothing of ilie same sort Jis under discussifin 
at the present time. But I would like to point out that \|'e siip^oit 
tliis Bill not because it its fascist in any way as it has been suggest e‘d by 
one si)eaker. We do npt believe that it encroaches U])on the civil 
liberties. We support the principle because we* believe the Bill to be 
reasonable. 1 would renihid those who appealed to us that the Bill 
applies to my community just as muclf as to any other. We support 
it for three reasons on principle; (1) because the principles of the Bill 
have been in operation in this province for some years and so far as 
we are aware there have been no complaints about its abuse during that 
l>eriod. 

Dr. RAQHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: That is no case for its per- 
manence. 

•Sir E. C. BENpiALL: Secondly, the jnincijjle of the Bill has been 
in operation in ( 'alcytta^and is in operation all over Bengal to-day, and 
one would expect that if it was so abused as was suggested, we should 
have had an outcry against its fcstence in Bengal. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The case is for dropping it for 
that reason. 

Sir E. C. BENTHALL: I have notdieard that outcry. One would 
have expected to find evidence of it in numerous questions from thosQ 
who felt its oppression, but we have not yet heard any question in this 
House nor have we .seen any evidence of it elsewhere. 

Earlier in .the debate my friend Mr. Wilmer suggested that if there 
was a serious abuse in the past either in the City of Calcutta or in 
Bengal to-day, evidence^should be brought in thi.s House to that*efiect. 
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And -the third reason why we snp}>ort (\w principle of the Bill is 
that the Polipe can go to public meetings of this description anyhow. 
The only question is whether ^he Pijlice should pay or whether they 
should not pay. That is* really the only issue that is before the 
House. 

•TJrerefore, it does pot seem that this Bill is in any way an encroach-, 
nient upon the civil liberties of the public. The only encrcvichinent is 
upon the*civil liberties of the organisers of the meeting, to^the extent 
that they want to get some money from the police. 

(Mr. S1iri.>(li Ohandra Cliijkraverti ro.se in liis snat.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want to move your nineiKhnent? 

Mr. 8HRI8H GItANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr.» President, Sir, 
in si^pportiug the ])roposal for the Select*! 'ommittee, I heg to submit 
that alter careful consideration of the Bill, I fihd that in Bengal the 
bureaucracy has not chaiij^ed in character under tlie (iovernment of 
India. Act, ID-h), as was expected. It has only changed its complexion 
from white to lirowii. The white hureancracy showed some regard for 
democracy, however little, but the brown bureaucracy *bas cast every- 
thing to the winds. The white bureaucracy 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Are you moving your amend- 
ment? Jf you don't want to, you need not, but you can make a speech 
on the other amendments. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI; I cannot find, Sir, if 
I have put down any amendment under this head. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have got a motion in respect of the Select 
(’ommittce. Do you intend to Jiiove it? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: J now see, Sir. I 
heg to move that after item “(9) Mr. T. Lamb” in the amendment 
No. 0 to be moved by Dr. Kadha Kumnd Mookerjee-^ — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, no, not that; that one regarding circula- 
tion — your amendment to Mr. Lalit Chandra Da.s’s amendment. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: As far as* I know, 
!^ir, all circulation motions have been disposed of. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, vou cau move if or not move it, as you 
like. 
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* *llr. SHRISH CHANOnA CHAKRAVERTI: No, Sir, ; do not 
like to move my amendment to Mr. lislit Chandra Das’s amendment 
regarding the substitution of the words “Slst March, 11939’’, for the 
words “3l8t July, 1939”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you cuu make a speech on the amendmenti^ 

, before the House. 

« 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I would prker to do 
that. The white bureaucracy while ^imposing repressive laws made 
them for a limited period and dependecj for application thereof on 
persons of judicial temperament and training, whereas the brown 
bureaucrats are going to accord it a permanent place in the Statute 
Book and leave the entire control in the hands of the police. The 
Statement of Objects and Eeasons has been made advisedly evasive, 
and sought to b^' kept behind the smoke screen of “oversight’’!^ The 
Hon’ble Minister in his reply to the vehement protest* agaiij.st the 
Opposition l>enc]ies said thaPt (lovernment has the right to know whar 
propaganda was bein^ used against tliem. * Certainly, Sir, he has got 
every right to know it, but that is only with regard to public meetings 
and not in regard to meetings where private consultations are being 
held in a public household. Then? is another point which was urgetl# 
that the police had to pay large sums for entrance fees 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, what is a public 
house ? 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : I am sorry, 1 
ought to have said private household. If that is the only ground on 
which the Hoii’ble Minister wants to take his stand, then of course 
^me reguktions can be made^or charging entrance fees. That, how- 
ever, is a mattei^of detail. Another ground is that no oompkint has 
so far been receivM Horn the public. My hon'ble friend, Mr. Wilmer, 
also supported the immediate c'^nsidernt ion of the Bill on that ground. 
The vesting of wide powers also is not incompatible* with their position 
as responsible Minister. Sir, now-a-days the people of Bengal have 
become much more politically conscious, and the (Tovernmentj should 
rather allow theid to give vent to their feeling instead of driviiag them 
deep underneath as a cancerous giowth. They must J^Vo ,> larger 
measure of freedom of thought and® speech. Now, Sil^^ '^lyifow me to 
enumerate some of the prerogatives specially enjoyedt-fey the Com mis 
sioner of Police, Calcutta, and not by the Bengal 

(At this stage Mr. President retired and B^uW .Hamida Momin 
took the Chair.) 

The Commissioner of»‘Police and all the Df^uty. Commissioners are 
Justices of the Peace .^they have the very^mpp^iant right of discharging 
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the accused guilty of any ofPence, and they realise fines from 
accused at times in the shape of paymeilt to ,ihe Poor Box. The 
licenses to possess arms and start newspapers, and granting of passports 
to people for journey abroad, ^e in the entire control of the Commis- 
sioner of Police. He is also the President of the Botu’d of Films 
Censors, and is an important member of the Licensing Board. The 
Coipmissioner of Police is also consulted in the case of conferring titles 
on memof distinction, and also with regard to appointments and transfer* 
of the Magistracy of Calcutta. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: On a point of order, Madam. Is this quite 
relevant to the question y *We are at present concerned with the 
question whether a particular motion should be piissed or not. We 
are not concerned with the powers that are already pOf^sessed by the 
Commissioner of Police. * 

Mr. 8H!^I8H GhMniJRA CHAKRAVERTI: With regard to this, 
1 would refer to the Hon’ble Minister tlie case of .Provat Nath 
Barat rersits Rai Bahadur P. C. Lahiri, which was decided on 
the ‘(Irigina] Side of the High Court and upheld in Appeal. 
The facts disclosed therein show what influence tl^e Coniuiissioner 
^of Police used to exercise over, the Magistracy of Calcutta. It 
is significant that in the Calcutta Police Act of J8GG, “Magistrate” 
lias been defined as ii “Magistrate of the Police”, rntil the 
regime of Sir (4eorge Rankin, the late Chief Justice of Bengal, the 
Commissioner of Police used to have the power of remand iug accused 
persons to hajat without producing him before any Magistrate. In an 
application for habeas corpus, it was disclosed that the Copimissioner 
of Police used such powers without any jirovision in the law for the 
purpose and without any objection from the then Home ]\Iem'ber in 
(‘barge of Law and Order. Sir Georgy Rankin ])ertiiiew^ly remarked 
in strong terms that while the Bengal Jbdice had‘fo go miles to a 
Magistrate for the purpose of remand of an accused, the Calcutta Police 
never produced an accused for remand* before a Magistrate who was 
practically next (Jbor. And thus this practice was stojijied. Judicial 
authorities are more inclined to apjdy Ibrake.s^on the powers and 
prerogatives of the Calcutta Police than to accelerate them. This is 
an example of the much-condemned practice of combination of judiciary 
and executive in one authority. Madam, I now wan^ to draw the 
attention of the House to sectiofi 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
which has been much more frequently used by the Calcutta Police than 
in any part of Bengal. This section has Ibeen largely applied to deal 
with the day-to-day political activities of Bengalees, and none is 
immune from the purvie^vt* of this section inasmuch as any ])erson can 
be arrested* merely on suspicion by any .police officer,** even Iby a 
constable. In ordinary case^ — in non-political* cases — Bengal Police 
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-avoids the ap])lif*atiou of tlie said section. The powers which the Coni- 
‘niftsioner of Police already enjoys are quite enough to (‘oi>e with any 
’(‘rime, or even with any leg'itiniate activity of the peo]>le if he so 
Hdiooses. Madam, may I enumerate some of the flaji^rant cases of abuse 
of powers by the police, subject^to verification and correction by the 
Home Minister^ Take for instance, the case of Mr. rTameson of the 
Indian Civil Service J who was a District and Sessions Judge, All pore. 
.He was assaulted by a constable on tlie road while going home.* ^fe 
w’as marched to the thana, where he was shown very scant courtesy and 
respect, ami ordered to appear at IjuI Hazar next day. Sir Charles 
Tegart kindly iniervened and lie had not to go to Tiul Bazar, and the 
constable was dismissed, and the Sub-Jiispector also gcit censored. 1 
think, Sir Nazimuddin himself will bear me out if it is not a fact ihat 
a, fortnight or seven days ago a constable had been dismissed because 
be happened to arrest a sweeper of Sir Nazimuddin. I dare say, Madiini. 
that if the sweeper had not been employed by Sir Nazimuddin, be w'ould 
have been swe])t ifway oat of existence, — dragged to tlie thana, roughly 
handled. But afterwards thJ matter came to he looked into aiic] a 
result, the constahle has been dismissed. Would such a thing ever 
happen if il were not the ca'^e that the swee^ier belonged to Sir 
Nazimuddin y There is anothe.r case, Madam, — the assault on son 

of Mr, »r list ice S. i\ Mullick 

'* « 

, The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Gn a point oi personal* 

explanation, Madalii ! 1 want * to jxiiiit .out (hat the other day L 

<’halleiiged the honTde meiiihers to put up any ca^e ot aliiise of ]>owers 
by the (hilcutta Police. At that time, 1 was referring to tlu‘ abuse of 
powers undei' the piovisioiis of the Ibihlic Security Act, — alnuit invad- 
ing a private meeting, or entering into a meeting where they were not 
supposed tf) enter. This is not a debate on a Police grant, tlmt all the 
abuses by the imlice of their powers should be brought forward now. 

. CHAIRIVVN ^Bagum HamMa Momin); I do not see how all this 
is relevant to tbi*s discns.sion. 

r € 

Mr, 8HRI8H CHANDRA /)HAKRAVERTI : May I be permitted 
to show', Madam, the relevancy ot my argument y After the abuse of 
such pow'ers, as tin* police noiv ])ossess, how can they be entrusted 
with extraordinary powers? Tliat is my argument. Of course, the 
matter is in your bands. Madam. 

CHAIRMAN: All right , you may go on. 

‘t 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: 1 now come to my 
tsecond example, namely, the assault on the son of Mr. Justice 
S. Mulliek, wdien he w'ent to see a football match, and two sergeants 

got hold of him in the foiitball ground * 

< 

CHAIRMAN; These •Remarks are hardly relevant. * 
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Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: ^n i. point ui order. Madam. 
May I -ask if we i-aii reply to the challeiirfe wlikdi was thrown o«f by 
tilt* Hon’ble^ Home Minister a few (la\s ^Jpo!" He eliallenjred the 
members to |>oint oui (^ases wliere the jM)liee bad (H^minitted excesses, 
and where the Hifrli ( ourt or any other judicial court had intervened 
or even pas.sed the severest strictures ii|K)n their conduct. 

^ • 

diJAIRMAN:. r tliink your remarks sliould have some relevancy 
to the provisions of this Hill, and should not refer to exce>?s commit ted 
by the pcjlice under other Acts. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI : Will you }>lease allow 
me to explain why 1 am brin«inc]r in these thinj^'s? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8irgNAZIMUDDIN: You cpiestion the 

Chair’s ruling*. Tlie ruling: is already g’iven. 

Mr, NARENDRA CHANDRA DATtA: IJnt the Chair can listen 
to the explanation. 

Chairman : I think thi.s comparison Js not (|uite apjirojii iatc. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: In view of what T 
have already said and in view of what is our own experienoe, the 
hoidble members of this House should pause thrice before they consent 
to the Hill being taken into consideration. The ordinary iMiuers wfiicdi 
t)je jiolice have got are being* abused. How can they be allowed extra- 
ordinary })owers!^ And I can cite instances about the assault on 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Hose 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Can he mention that 
instance, Madam ? 

CHAIRMAN; Mr. Chakraverti, you can only give instances of 
cases whicli will be relevant to the provisions of the present Hill, and 
not otherwise. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: The Hon’ble Home 
Minister had not placed before us any matermls, any ]>articular 
<*ircumstant*es which nece.ssitated the consideration and passing of 
this Hill. With regard to ^le provision of the ftill, it is said 
that the (hmimissioner of Police will have the ])ower to depute 
a Head Constable to re]>ort at the meetings. Hut tbe Head 
Constables are generally recruited from Ignited Proviiu'es* Hindus and 
Muhammadans wh(» have no acquaintance witli tlie vernm'ular or the 
English sufficiently to re])ort any proceedings. So I bring, to tlie notice 
of this House how a Head Constable will at all be able to lejxut any 
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^pr^eedings accurately. As* regards '‘other persons”, the Hon'ble Home 
Minister did not reply as %o what “other persons” mean. The only 
inevitable conclusion will be that they must be spies. .Nobody else 
can follow Police wherever he is jisked to go. It is impossible to con- 
demn this Bill in any more stronger terms, and therefore I must take 
my seat. 

Mf« BA|IKIM CHANDRA DATTAs Madam, the observations have 
been made ^practically from all the (piarters excepting perhaps the 
European Group condemning the principle of the Bill. Well, I do 
not want to go into detail about the v*ariop8 provisions of the Bill at 
this stage, but I may with your permission just make one observation 
about tlie statements made by the Hon’ble Home Minister about 
complaints of Abuses in connection with the working of the Act for six 
years. Madam, it is very difficult for outsiders to produce any record 
inasmuch as those^records are really in the ciistody»of the Police. Qom- 
plaints have been made to my* knowledge, but it is difficult fo trac^ the 
records now of such complaints. But the only point T was trying to 
drive at was this, that ‘if the Police is given these powers, as they are 
proposed to be given under this. Bill, the result would be an impossible 
position. Madam, the Hon’ble Home Minister knows mtndi better 
than we do that section 25 of the .Indian Evidence Act declares and • 
lays down in no uncertain terms that confessions made to a Police 
Officer are inadmissible and I think he knows much better than many 
of us the principle or the reason underlying such a section. It is because 
those confessions are induced by coercion and threat or under duress. 
The same priiici}»le, I am afraid, would be applicable here in connection 
with this p^articular case. The Police Officer who will be deputed or 
the constable or the “other person” — the word “other person” as they 
call it is in the nature of an anonymous person without description as to 
whoever it m^y be, — will be deputed to take dowm notes. What is the 
responsibility o£ ^*\ich reports? Who is responsible for sending such 
a person and what is the position of such persons who are going to be 
deputed for this piirpiose. The^object of the Bill is really to find out 
as to whether there are really apprehensions of bread? of the peace, or 
some such thing. But if they are going to rely on the reports of such 
persons wffio really are not responsible persons, what will be the fate 
of such reports, and what will be the fate of the gatJiering of the 
meeting from where these reports are likely to be taken. Madam, I 
am afraid, this Bill if passed would le^d to a very dangerous principle 
and would invade even religious gatherings and social gatherings*. 
Instances have not been wanting where we have found that allegations 
have been made that a number of persons have assemMed in a particular 
temple or in a particular masjid, 

(At this stage Mr. President took the (3hair.) 
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Tb6 object according to the conveners of Ihe meeting may be to 
CU8S religious matters or social matters, buJt the JPolice will say that 
that may be, a cloak to disguise the real objeci, namely, to discusa 
political matters and in that case they will invade the temple or masjid 
or the church, as the case- may be. Sir, is this really a matter which 
the House will tolerate? Can we tolerate our religious principles to be* 
interfered with in this way? I think I am voicing the feeling of all 
present# here that they will not allow such a piece of legislation to be“ 
passed in this way. Sir, I do not want to take further time of thia 
House, but we can multiply instances where there have bt^n cases of 
abuses of power by the Police Officers. 

Sir, with these words, T support the motion for the Select Com- 
mittee. 


Mr. D. J. COHEff: Sir, I rise to oppose the motion for reference' 
of tl\is Bill to a Select Committee, and that, Sir, for ^^ery good reasons. 
After, the speeches delivered by the Hon’ble Home Minister and by 
Sir Edward Benthall, I should have expected ihe members HUi)poriiug 
the reference to a Select Committee and opposing the motion moved 
by tile Home Minister to come forward .w'itli facts showing how powers 
which have been or are already in existence everywhere, in the province 
• with the exception of Calcutta have been abused. One speaker, Sir, 
himself a lawyer and related to a . much -respected gentleman, who- 
recently w^as a senior member of the Calcutta Police Force, could only 
give us stray instances of abuses by constables and sergeants. He waa 
not able to give one single in8tan(‘e where this particular powTr has been 
abused anywhere in the province. It is already in existence every- 
where with the exception of Calcutta. (Question.) This has been in 
existence even in Calcutta for as long as six years, and if, Sii’, a power 
such as this has not been abused in mufassil places, how much more* 
difficult it is for the Commissioner of *1^)1 ice to abuse th^ pow er in. a 
city like Calcutta. 

Mr. 8HRI8H JCHANORA CHAKR^VERTI: The present Inspec- 
tor-General of Police himself abused the powder. 

Mft D. il« COHEN: The last speaker has generaiiised. He realized 
the difficulty of meeting the challenge of the Home Minister. He hae 
generalised by saying "'Oh! yejj, there have be^n instances, but it is 
difficult to get at records proving -those instances. Well, Sir, that in 
itself is sufficient evidence that this power has not been abused. 
Because if powers of this nature are abused, not • only will 
it be taken up by tho entire press, but it will be taken up 
from every, platform. Having regard to these facts and the additionid 
facts so prominently brought^out by the Home I^inister that unlike the 
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day when the ])owers wert exereisable in Cahutta, to-day the Goveriu 
* inent are responsible to • the Legislature, we know the executives 
will think ten times before even attein})tiij^^ to abuse them. For these 
reasons, Sir, I oppose the refereme to Select Committee and support 
the motion of the Hon Tile HonA* Minister.. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Sir, may I rise on a poini 
, of personal explanation. The last speaker evidently has a flowery ?dea 
of the l^olice. 

Mr. sSrISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: He was an Honorary 
Magistrate. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY; He perhaps does not know 
of the police excess that was committed in a private residence 
at Midnaporc in the palace of tht* late Raja of Narajole for 
which a strong stricture was madt‘ by the JToii’ble High Court 
on the coiidu(’t of the Roli(‘e there. Then, Sir, we havt^ got 
the “Servant” defaluutioii case in whicli a gentleman no les^ 
below the rank of , a Deputy Commissi(pier, Mr. Kidd, broke u]) 
a public meeting at Harish Park in llliowanipore by force and in 
doing so struck with a • baton, which was snatclied from ajuithei 
constable, a laMy by the name ‘of Ilemnalini. The newspapei 
“Servant” published this fact, amf the Police brought up a defamation 
case against this jiaper. The District Judge of Alipore found the 
facts correct and tiie Police made an ai)peal to the High Court, where 
the judgment was also upheld ami very strong strictures were ])assed 
against the Police. There are innumerable (‘uses like this where there 
have been polic e excesses. Late Sir Surendm Nath Banerjee was severely 
assaulted at Barisal where the Police and the Magistrate were also 
severely censured. So T do not think the last speaker was sufficiently 
informed of all the facts. Perhaps it might be due to liis great love 
for the Polife, b?ing a Magistrate himself. 

« I 

The Hon’bijs Khwaja Sir (lAZIMUDDIN S Sir, I just want to 
briefly reply to the i)oints that have been raised, i am glad to find 
that both Mr. II uniat un Kabir and Dr. Mookerji have let the cat out of 
the bag by stating that their main object in moving this motion for 
Select ( 'Ommittee.is to put as miudi obstruction as possible to the 
passage of the Bill. Sir, Dr, Mookerji said — I have got the the exact 
words here — ‘*as a matter of strategy we have tabled a series of 
motions”. 

Dr. RAUHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: On a point of persona) 
explanation. I made it absolutely clear tkat it was not at all foi 
obstructing he activities of the Government. We wanted the Govern- 
ment to sit with us and deliberate on the provisions.' 
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Tha Hon’ble Khwaja air NAZIMUDOIN: There is unother point 
which Mr. Kabir made and wanted a definite reply thereto, that fo? 2? 
years or 31 years it we liave been able to do without it, wh> can’t we ^o 
on now. The reply is simple. Because of the existence of the Act oi' 
1911, for 31 years the opposition or^'ather the (hmjifress never thou^lit 
of U8in<»' these tactics, because they felt that the (lovernnient could 
introduce those measuies immediately, amend Vhe law and j>ive the 
power^ to the Commissioner of JNdice. Unfortunately, without thinks 
infr, I Ijelieve, there was started the mischievous ])ractice’of obstnu t- 
iiif? the poli<*e and not fiivino* them permission to attend the meetinf»s. 
That is why it has become , necessary now to introduce this Bill. 
Because at one time the evil did not exist, so the ne(‘essity for the law 
was not felt. Now that the evil has come to exist, the necessity for 
the law becjmies clear. 

Mr. RANAJIT fAL CHOUOHURY: Sir, may, 1 rise on a point 
of ftrder? ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaje 8i> NAZIMUDOIN: 1 do not ^ive wa.\, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please <state your point 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Is the 1) on’ble Minister 
entitled to say that (he evil did not exist and tlierefoie it was not 
necessary, when lie himsell has mentioned in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that it existed ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: That is not a ])oinl of 
order. 


Mr. NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA: Yes; that is a point of 
order, and it is not for Mr. Suhrawai^dy, but for the^ (Miair to jiidj^e 
whether it is a ]M>int of order or not. 

(* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Next, it has been con. 
tinuously pointed out that if this im'asure is j^oinj,*; to be a permanent 
measure, th^i opposition would not approve of it. Sir, we must 
remember that the present Government or the supporters of the jiresenl 
Government are not always fioin#*' to be the supporters of this Govern- 
inent, and the Opposition may ('ome into power and tliink that a 
measure like this is very dan»-erous. Well, as far as wc ibe members 
of the Govenlment and ptbe supporters of the Government are con- 
cerned, we have j^ot no doubt in our minds that if tlie present Gpp<>’^i“ 
tion get into ’power, they will enact mucF worse measures than tliis. 
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this measure — this harmfess and innocuous measure — is being put 
on the Statute Book as piAely a question pf protection. Dr*. Radha 
Kumud Mookerji, whenever he tries to start a comparison, always 
falls into a ditch. The other day^he spoke about the United Provinces 
Government not authorising reporters to take down proceedings of 
public meetings, and^ to-day when he compared this Government with 
other Congress Governments, he made the same mistake. Let me, ^11 
him that I have always got concrete cases to satisfy him about the 
mildness of our measures. I may tell him that the Goonda Act of the 
Bombay Government is much more drastic than the Goonda Act of 
the Bengal Government. 


Dr. RADH^ KUMUD MOOKERJI: But that is for the goondas, 
and this is for* private meetings also. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8iV NAZIMUDDIN: It does hot ivatter 
whether it concerns goondas or private or public meetings. The 
question is whether much more repressive and drastic powers are given 
to the police authorities in Bombay under the Goonda Act than the 
Bengal Act giv^s to the Police Commissioner in Calcutta. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All that proves that 
when you have a democratic system of Government, that Government 
takes mucll wider power than what an irresponsible Government 
can take. That is the point. The third point is this : when members 
compare the Act of 1911 with the present Bill, tliey forget tJiat the 
present Bill Kas aidy one of the clauses of the 1911 Act, and there is 
no compaidson betweeiF the 1911 Act and the present Bill. Tlie 1911 
Act is much mofe drastic. An(J it is only because this Government did 
not want to introduce a drastic measure like the 1911 Act, that they 
did not amend the IC'll Act. Under the 1911 Act, the District 
Magistrate has got the power of forbidding all public meetings without 
the permission of the Local Government. When we try to be helpful, 
the Opposition deliberately refuses to recognise the assisi-tmce we are 
giving. Sir, it is a tragedy that » facts are perverted and the 
1911 Act is compared with this Bill, when the Police Act only is being 
amended and not the 1911 Act. Here we could have taken powers 
without my difficulty by amending the 1911 Act, but the difference 
would be this : that we should have had to notrfy the Calcutta area, and 
no meeting i?i Calcutta could have been held at all without the permis- 
sion of the Commission^ of Police. And ^or every meeting to be held, 
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the people would have had to go to the (^ommisationer of Police for* 
permission. Now, that would have been a ver5' drastic measure and 
we did not *think that the occasion justified such a measure; if 
necessary we may have to go ^on wiSi such a measure, however. 

Here I may repeat that it is a statement of fact, and not simply a 
waning, that if we find that even when the Bill is enacted, still the 
police «in the rest, of ’Bengal are obstructed, Government will be com- 
pelled to notify the whole of Bengal under section 4 of the 1911 Act. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA, dAS: That will be better. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: But we are not notifying 
it now, and we want the good sense of the House to‘ prevail so far 
as the Opposition is^ concerned. 

»» 

Mra LALIT CHAKORA DAS: Thai would be in existence for only 
6 months. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir KAZIMUDDIN; No, Ifiit it can go on 

* after that period. 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: What about invading private 
houses F 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: With regard to that 
question, although we take this power of entering private houses, I 
maintain that it does not mean that ^t uill actually Infused. (C\:ies 
of ‘‘why not say so”.) There is no question of^Vuteriiig a private 
house. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Make that clear. 

The HoiTble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I can assure the House 

that this Act will be enforced in a reasonable manner. » 

# 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Where is the guarantee? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, Government itself 
is the guarantee. The Act will deal with public meetings only. Of 
course, safeguards have beea provided that an ebriously public meeting 
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t)o nol (‘iicumvented into ai])iivate meeting. That is the only- reason 
why tliese wide powers have been given. The object is not to go and 
enter a private meeting, biit merely a i)ublic meeting, and it is just 
to prevent ]>eople from circumveiAing the provisions of this Act that 
this provision has been put in this manner. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Is par\y .meeting a public 
meeting • 

The Hofi’hle Khwaja Eir NAZIMUDDIN: a party meeting is 

a private meeting and not a public meeting*. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Then your Bill is very badly drafted. 
You ought to have made that clear in you! Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir ..NAZIMUDDIN: We have, discudsed 
this matter more than once both with our own party and with some of 
the members of the Opposition, and it is clear that it is not possible to 
improve on this definition. If ome we do it, we land ourselves into 
much more serious difficnalty and the object of the Bill will be 
frustrated; that fs why we did not want to touch the definition. But 
1 am prepared to accept an amendment which I hope will in some way 
meet with the wishes of the ()])po*sition. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is that? 

The Hofj’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You will know that 
to-morrow. Sir, 1 close my reply now, and I hope honn)le members 
will withdraw their motions. 

Mr. LALIT OH/\NpRA DAS: We are not going to withdraw 
oiir motions. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Then put them to vote, 
if you like. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I adjourn the House now. 
The debate on this matter will be continued to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

*. 

The C^nIu^il then adjounietl till 2-15 p.in. on Tuesday, the 14th of 
March, 1939. 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber ot the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 14th March ^ 1939, at 2-15 p.m., 
bejng. the eighteenth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 
62 (2) (a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


•Mr. President (the Hon'ble Mr. Satyenora Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESnqNS AND ANSWERS 

Bindmg works in the Registry OfRoo-* 

111. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROV CHOWDHURY; {a) Is the 

Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Education Department aware of the 
fact that there are Binding Departments in the Bengal Government 
Press and Jail Press? » ^ 

(b) If the reply is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state why binding works of the Calcutta Registry Office, Alipore 
(24-Parganas), and Midnapore, are done from outside? 

(c) If the answer to (h) be in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any tender was called for binding 
works ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state the reasons therefor? 

(e) If the answer to (c) be in tht* affirmative, will* the Hon^bie 
Minister kindly lay on the table a list showing the names and addresses 
of the contractors for binding works with rates and whose tender was 
accepted in the last three years, namely, from 1936 to 1938, separately? 

MINISTER in charge cf the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(h) The iJObks cannot under the rules be removed from office [vide 
paragraph 236 (16), page 233 .of the Registration kanual]. The 
object of the rule is to safeguard against tampering. Moreover the 
hooks are constantly required for purpose of taking copiei 

(c) Tenders, are called for binding works. 

(d) Does not arise. , 

(«) Statements* furnishing the particulars are laid on the table. 
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t StatenuMta referred to in the reply to dauae (e) of qwation No. 106, 

I 

List of oontbactobs fob book binding fob the yeabs 1986-1938. 


Year. 

Serial 

No. 

Name and address of the book bindei. 

Rate with 
material. 




Rs. a*, pv 

li^6 

1 

Tasiruddin Khan, 44, Baithakhana Road 

1 /4 0 

c 


2 

Nasiruddin, 60, Baithakhana Road 

1 2 0 


3 

Raihanuddin, 18A, HolWell Lane, Calcutta 

1 0 0 


4 

The Eastern Trading & Co., Post Box 
No. 7824. 

1 0 0 


• 

6 

Mashiruddin Khan, 1^, Baithakhana 
Road, Calcutta. 

0 16 6 


6 

^Rahman Khan & Co., 13-1, HolwM Lane, 
Calcutta. 

,1 8.0 

t 


7 

S. C. Nandi, 87H, Garden Reach Road, 
Kidderpore. 

1 0 0 


8 

1 

Abdul Jalil Khan, 47, Baithakhana Roadi 
Calcutta. • 

1 2 0 


9 

Birajuddin, 48, Baithakhana Road, Cal- 
cutta. 

0 16 0 
Accepted. 

1937 

1 

Rahman Khan & Co., 3-2, Belliaghatta 
Main Road, Calcutta. 

1 2 0 
Accepted. 


2 

Latif Khan, 18/1, Holwell Lane, Calcutta 

1 4 0 


• 3 

Ali Khan & Bros., 20, Holwell Lane, Cal- 
cutta. 

1 6 0 

1938 

.. 1 

f 

M. R, Khan & Co., 26- A, Hajipara, Cal- 
, < cutta. * 

1 1 0 


2 

YuBo<5f & Bros., 23/2, Mussalmanpara 
Lane, Calcutta. 

1 1 6 


3 

Latifiiddin Choudhury, 7/1, Holwell Lane, 
Calcutta. 

0 14 0 


4 

Shafiuddin Choudhury, 7/1, Holwell Lane, 0 14 0 

Calcutta. ^ 


6* 

Mufizer Rahman, 4, Aiithony Bagan Lane, 
Calcutta. 

0 13 0 


6 

« 

Azizer Rahman^ 4, Anthony Began Lane, 
Calcutta. 

0 14 0 


<7 

Aminuddin, 15, Musahnanpara Lane, Cal- 
cutta. 

.0 13 0 
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Year. 

Serial. 

Name and address of the book binder. 

Bate with » 


number. 

• 

1 

material. 

Bs. a. p. 


8 

Kazi Ohunilal, li, Harcourt Lane, Cal> 
cutta. 

j 

0 14 0 


9 

l^atif Khan, 18, Holwell Lane, Calcutta . . 

0 16 0 


10 ‘ 

Md. Kashem Khan, 43, Baitakkana Road,. 
Calcutta. ^ 

0 14 0 


11 

Nasiruddin ^ Sons, 60, Baitakkana Road, 
Calcu1i>)a. 

1 0 0 


12 

Rahman Khan, 18/A, Holwell Lane, Cal- 
cutta 

0 13 0 
Accepted 


24.PAROANAS (AuPOBE). ♦ 


List shoujing the names and addresses of thi contractors for, binding workg 
icith rates and whose fender was aec-epted in the last three financial years 
'namely, 1936.37, 1937.38 and 1938-39. 



1 f 

Rates of 

binding — 


Names and addresses of the 
contractors submitting 

With materials sup- 
plied by contractors. 

With materials sup- 
plied from office. 

tenders. 

Books 
over 300 
pages. 

Below 

300 

pages. 


Below 

300 

pages. 

1936.37. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

(1) Rahman Khan & Co., 13-1, 
Holwell Lane, Calcutta . . 

• 

0 14 0 

0 14 0 

$ 

' 0 10 0 

0 10 0 

(2) Janp Khan Buftry, Dis- 
trict Judge's Court, Alipore 

1 2 0 

1 2 0. 

> 

0 7 6 

0 7 6 

(3) Md. Yunus khan, Duftry, 
43-1, Kalighat Road 

0 11 6 

0 11 0 

"0 8 6 

0 7 6 

(4) Khalilur Rahman & Co., 
16, Patwar Bagan Lane, 
Calcutta 

• 

0 11 0 

0 10 6 

• 

0 8 0 

0 7 0 

(5) Moslem Khan, Book- 
binder, 62, Harish MukhiCrji 
Boad, Bhowanipur 

0 11 0 

0 10 0 

• 

0 8*.0 

0 7 0 


Tendej^cf No. (4) was acoepjed. 
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1 


Rates of binding — 


Names and addresses of the 
contractors submitting 
tenders. 

« 

With materials sup- 
plieif by contractors. 

With materials sup- 
plied from office. 

Books 
over 300 
pages. 

Below 

300 

pages. 

Books 
over 300 
pages. 

Beio\^ 

300 

. pages. 

1937-38. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs^ a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

(1) Rahman Khan & Co., 3-22, 
Beliaghata Road (Main) . . 

0 1(» 0 

.0 10 0 

0 6 0 

0 6 0 

(2) Khalilur Rahman & Co., 

1 6, Patwar Bagan Lane, 
Calcutta 

*0 10 0 

f 

0 10 0 

0 6 0* 

o 

o 

(3) M. E. Khah & Co., 43-1, 
Kalighat Road, Calcutta 

t 

0 12 0 

0 r2 0 

0 10 0 ’ 

0. 10 0 

(4) N. K. Rahman, post-ofiioe 
Chinsurah, Hooghly 

0 11 0* 

0 10 6 

0 9 6 

0 8 6 


Tender of No.. (2) was accepted. 


m8-39. 


(1) Rahman Khan, 18-A, Hoi- 
well Lane, Calcutta 

0 9 0 

0 9 0 

0 5 0 

(2) Khalilur* Rahman Khan, 
16, Patwar Bagan Lane, 
Calcutta 

0 10 0 

0 10 0 

0 6 0 

' ( Tender of Nd. (1) was accepted. 



Midnapobb. 


List of names and addresses of book-binders, with rates, whose tender 
was accepted, 

t 

Year. Names and addresses of binders. Ratew per 

< book. 

t 

« As. p. . 


1936 Shaikh Md. Sajid and Shaikh Md. Ali, Bara- 

basfar, Midnapore. 

1937 Md. Asraf All and Shaikh Md. Ali, Barabazar, 

Midnapore. 

1938 Ditto ^ 


4 0 (course 

binding). 

4 3 (course 
^ binding). 

* 9 0 (superior 
hfikdix^). 
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I 

Imt of other coniraotora whose tenders toere noi nccepkd* 




Rates per 
book. 

Year 


As. p. 

1936 

Mirza Esrail, Midnapore 

4 0 


^ Shaikh Md. Yifsuf, Midnapore 

5 0 


•Shaikh Abdul Odud, Midnapore 

6 0 


Shaikh Khoka Duftry, Midnapore 

3 «6 

1937 

Shaikh Abdul Odud, Midnkpore . . 

5 0 


Ashrul Beg, Midnapore 

5 0 


Shaikh Md. Yusuf, Midnapore 

4 0 

1938 

Shaikh Khoka Duftry, Midnapore 

. . 12 0 (superior 


binding). 


» • 

Allotment of a day for the discussion of a motion. 

112. Hr. LALIT QHANDRA DAS: \a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in dharge of the Home Dei>artment be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment will be pleased to allot a day for discUssion of ^my motion under 
section 118 of the Rules and Standing Orders regarding the rise of 
communalism and its remedy — the substitution of the communal elec- 
torates by Joint Electorates with the reservation of seats for the 
minorities P 

(b) If so, when? If not, will Government state the grounds for its 
refusal ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : {a) The matter is still under consideration. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: '^hen will the matter be finally 
decided ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I am afraid it will 
not be possible to allot any more days this session. If the hon’ble 
member wa^ts to bring it up again in the next session, Government 
will consider it then. * 

Village of Mauza Etmampore. 

f13. Mr. RANAJIt PAL CHOUDHURY (on behalf of 
Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy Chowdhury): (a) Will ‘ the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Ltcal Self-Govemmeat Department be pleased 
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to itate whether there is a village of Mauza Etmampore under the 
Sustia subdivision, police-sthtion Kumerkhali in the district of ‘Nadia?* 

(b) Is it a fact that the river Gorai is situated by the side of the 
village of Etmampore? 

(c) Is it a fact that the people of the locality use the narrow foot- 
path (earthen), running over boundary-ridges of corn-fields which leads 
through the adjacent villages, for taking their batH, carrying water lx)r 
drinking purposes, and for carrying dead bodies for cremation purposes 
(the place being selected for cremation of the Hindus) ? 

(d) Does the river Gorai approach the village onward gradually, on 
account of the breakage of the landing yh4.tt^ and as a consequence of 
which the passage gets blocked and the char land thus formed is 
utilised for being cultivated by the landlords of the lands? 

(e) Is it a fact that the villagers feel ^great inconveniences and 

troubles to step to ^|he river ghat of the Gorai by the pathway which is 
properly bridged without keeping any s}>ace for the public ‘to use* as 
pathway ? , 

(/) Is it a fact that some villagers of Etn/ampore, Satian, etc., sub- 
mitted petitions, so far back as in 1831-1333 B.S. respectively, to the 
Subdivisional Offi/^er of Kustia and District Magistrate of Nadia and 
the Union Board authorities of Jaduhayra for making arrangements for 
keeping a permanent passage for going to the riverside of the Gorai? 

{g) If the replies to {a) to (/) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly state whether any action has been taken or intended to 
be taken, or if not, why no action has been taken for redressing the said 
grievances of the public by the Government ? 

# 

The Han^ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Defiartment) : The matter 
to which these questions relate primarily the concern of the local 
authorities and not,, th^t of the Provincial Government. I have, 
however, obtained a report from the Collector in the matter and a 
statement based on the materials furnished by him is placed in the 
Library for the information of the hon’ble member. 


The ratio ofr mortality duo to tuberoiilosis among buainoasmont 

114i Mr* HUM A YUM KABIRs Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge' 
of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 

(a) the ratio of mortality due to tuhercufesis and due to other 
causes among businessmen, shop assistants and clerks 
employed in commercial establishments respectively; 
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(b) whether his attention has been drawn to the hi^h percentage M 

tuberculosis prevalent among shop wc^^ers in the privately 
owned shops and in those located in municipal markets of 
Calcutta ; 

(c) if he is aware that many cases of tuberculosis are never 

detected as the persons attacked migrate from Calcutta; 

'(<f),what steps, if any, the Government have taken or intend to- 
• . take to check further spread of the disease among the shop 
workers ; * 

(e) if the Government propo’se to regulate hours of work in shops 
and fix a closing Hour for all or any classes of shops ; 

(/) if the Government propose to make it compulsory to provide 
oscillating fans in (jommercial establishments .which employ 
more than twelve persons; 

{^) if the Goveriftnent intend to prohibit the employments in Cal- 
, cutta shops of children below twelve yj^ars; 

(h) if the Government intend to appoint a Health Tn spec tor to* 
, ascertain the (Extent of tuberculosis among shop workers and 

prescribe remedies for checking it ; . 

(i) if the Government intendMo provide ten free beds in Jadabpur 

Tuberculosis Hospital for the use of shop workers ; and 

(j) if the Government are prepared to appoint an en(|uiry committee 

to ascertain the causes and prescribe remedies for the high, 
incidence of tuberculosis among shop workers ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the^ 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department): (a\ 

No figures are kept. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) This might be so, but J liave no definite; information. 

(d) and (e) (joveriiment are consideriyg the (|iicstion,of introducing 
legislation. 

(/) to (i) These questions are not at present under the consideration 
of Government. 

(j) This will be taken into consideration along with the general 

policy of Government to combat the spread of tuberculosis^ 

0 

•Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the legislation which is proposed to be inti;pdiiced by 
the Government will come up before this House? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I hope some time itt 
the July ^session. 
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^ Mr. HUM A YU N KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state some of the principles embodied in the legislation which they 
are drafting? 

The Hon’ble Khwa)a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The matter is rather 
premature. I would ask the hon’ble member to wait till we do come 
forward with our proposed legislation. 

Mr. HpMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister l^e pleased 
to state if the principles suggested from (/) to (/) will be considered 
by Government in framing their legislation? 

The Hoti’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In view of the atten- 
tion of Government being drawn to this, I am sure Government will 
take it into consideration. • 

• r 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be j)lea8ed 
to state with regard to (/)i what difficulties there are in the way of 
Government satisfying the conditions suggested there? 

The Hon’blp Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, there are practical 
difficulties in the way. 


Economio Inquiry Conunittee. 

115*. <Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR (on behalf of Rai Bahadur 
Surendra Narayan Sinha): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state what the 
present cona^itutipn of the Economic Board of Inquiiy for the province 
is? 

(6) Will the Govemmentt be pleased to refer to that Board the 
question of the operation of the Debt Settlement Boards with a view 
to finding out whether any improvement has been brought about in 

the economic condition of the agiiculturists? 

< 

The Hon’l)le Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on bahairvf the Hon'bla 
Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a)— 

Chairman. 

The Han’ble Member of the Board of Bevenue, Bengal {ex-officio). 

*Out8taiidi^ question of the last Assion of the Oouni^. 
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Representatives of Commerce {Commercml hotly no^tninating the 
• member), 

, # 

Sir Edward Benthall, KJii, Bengal Chamber of OoinmenT 

Mr. A. C. Sen, Bengal National Chamber of ^Conimeree. 

Mi', a. L. Oj’ha, Indian Chaml)er of Commerce. 

Mr. S. A. Afzal, A. S. A. A., Muslim Chamber of »(\»miner( 
Calcutta. . 

Babu Keshav Prasad (roenka, Marwari Association. 

Mr. Aswini Kumar Ghose, M.\., n.L., Bengal Mahtyan Sabha. 

R^)re.'ietiUi tires of Provtririal ( ittrcrsi{w\ {( ' vi rerstiy nominating 

the m ember 
1 * 

Dr. Jitendraprasad Niyogi, m.a., rn.i)., Calcutta University. 
Professor H. L. Dey, d.sc. •(liondon). Dacca CnVersity. 

Representatives of Agricultural Interests. 

Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin llosain, m.l.c. 

Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal, m.l.a. 

Representative of Labour. 

Dr. A M. Malek, C. 10, Bharat Bhaban, Caleuttj 

Non^officials interested in economic jiroblems. 

Mr. Upendra Nath Edbar, m.l.a. 

Mr. AbffuT Karim, m.l.a. 

Officials interested in economic problems and statistics. 

Professor P. C, Malfalanobis, Pie.sidency College, Calcutta. 

Mr. T. I; M, Nurannabi Cliaudhuri, 7.C.S., Director of Rur 
Reconstruction, Bengal. 
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Memhers ex-officio. 

Labour Commissioner, Bengal. 

Director of Land Eecords, Bengal. 

Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 

Director of Industries, Bengal. 

EegistTar of Co-operative Societies, Bengal. 

Senior'Professor of Economics at the Presidency College, Calcutta* 

t 

Babu Nihar Chandra Chakravarti of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Executive), will act as Secretary to the Board, until further orders. 

(b) The fibres of Settlemeiiis made ‘up to June, 1938, indisputably 
prove that the Debt Settlement Boards have benefited the agriculturists. 
Claims exceeding^ Rs. 1 crore 88 lakhs have beej>. settled at less than 
Bs. 85 lakhs. 

116. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR (on' buhalf of Rai Bahadur 
Burendra Narayan Sinha): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commera 2 and Labour Department be })leased to state what are 
the present function and composition of the Bengal Government* 
Economic Enquiry Committee? • 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table papers 
connected therewith? 

(c) Was the proposed Amending Act of 1939 ever referred to the 
said Committee? 

f 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. 8. StlbrajYardy) : (a) "^he functions of the Economic Enquiry 

Board are — . r 

(t) To conduct enquiries into such economic matters as may he 
referred to it by the l/ocal Government. * 

(w) To initiate and conduct, subject to the sanction of Government, 
enquiries into other economic matters (other than those 
referred to it by Government). 

« 

I 

As regards the present compositioa of the Board, the hon’ble member 
is referred to the reply given to his question No. 115 (a) in the present 
session. * 

(6) Papers connected therewith have been laid on the table. 

(c) It is’ not understood what Amending Act o^ 1939 is'refeired to 
by the hon’ble member. 
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Papers referred to in the reply to question No, 116. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

Department ov Commerc e and LaiIottr 
Commerce. 

Resolution-^No. 12591Coni. 

» 

Calcutta^ the 10th Decemhef, 1938. 

Whereas it has been decided by ihe Provincial Government that the 
Labour Commissioner’., Bengal, should be a member^ ex~offi,cio of the 
Board* of Eoonomic Enquiry, Bengal, the constitution of which haa 
been prescribed by the Government of Bengal, Commerce Department, 
resolution No. 6159Com., djjted the Ist December, J98f3; 

And, whereas in order to give effect to such decision it is necessary 
to amend the said revsolution ; ^ , 

• Now, therefore, the Governor is pleased to direct that the following 
amendment shall be made in the said .resolution, namely: — 

For paragraph 3 of the said resolution, th<* following paragraph 
shall be substituted, namely: — 

''3. The Board shall be constituted as follows: — 

(1) Chairman, to be nominated by Government; 

(2-7) Six representatives of Commerce, to be nominated by the 
following bodies: — 

(a) Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 

o • 

(h) Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 

I 

(c) Indian Chamber of Commerce, 

(d) Muslim Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 

{e) Marwari Association, and 

(/) Bengal Mahajan Sabha; 

(8-9) Two representatives of the Provincial Universities, one co 
be nominated by ihe University of Calcutta and the other 
by the University of Dacca; 
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(10-11) Two representatives of agricultural interests, to be nomi- 
nated by Government; 

(12) One representative of Labour, to be Dominated by Government; 

(13-14) Two non-officials interested in economic problems, to be 
nominated by Government: 

(15-16) Two officials interested in economic problems and statistics, 
to be nominated by Government; 

(17) Labour Commissioner, Bengal {ex-ojjicio) \ 

(18) Director of Land Records, Bengal {ex-officio) \ 

(19) Director of Agriculture, Bengal {ex-officio) \ 

(20) DirecTor of Industries, Bengal (ex-officio) \ 

(21) Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Bengal {ex-officio) \ and 

(22) Senior Professor of Economics at tbe Presidency CoHege, 

Calcutta {ex-officio). 

By order of the Governor; 

' A. Hughes, 

Joint Secretary to the Government 

of Bengal. 


Nos. 12592-98Com. 

Copy forwarded to the — 

(1) Secretary, Board of Tf/jonomic Enquiry, Bengal, 

(2) Labour Commissioner, Bengal, 

(3) Director of Land Records and Surveys, Bengal, 

(4) Director of Agriculture, Bengal, 

(5) Director of Industries, Bengal, 

(6) Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Bengal^ and 

(7) Senior Professor of Economics at the Presidency College, 

Calcutta^ 

A ► 

for information. 
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Nos. 12599-12604Com. 

4 


Copy forwarded to the Secretary— 

(1) Bengal Chamber of Coipmerce, 

(2) Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 
,(3) Indian Chamber of Commerce, 

(4) Muslim Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 

(5) Marwari Association, 

(6) Bengal Mahajan Sabha, 

for information. 

Nos. 42605-12606Com. 


Copy forwarded to the Eegistrars of the^ Dacca and Calcutta Univer- 
sities h)T information. 


W. Islam, 


Assistant Serretary to the Government 
^ ■*’ of Bengal, 

Calcutta, the 10th December, lf)3S, 


DEPARTMENT OF (COMMERCE AND LABOUR. 


Commerce. 

Notification, 

No. 7890Com.— 17th July, 1937.— The Hon'ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan 
Sarker, who was appointed a non-official member of the Board of 
Economic Enquiry, Bengal, for a period of two years with effect from 
the 26th February, 1936, by the Commerce Depart ment notification 
No. 1344Com., dated the 25th February, 1936, as a representative of 
the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, having resigned his 
membership of the said Board, the Governor is pleased to appoint on 
the nomination of the said Oliamber, Babu AshutoSh Bhattacharjee, 
President, Patdffy Merchants’ Association, Chetla, to be a member of 
the said Board for the une3^)ired .portion of the term of two years for 
which the Hon’ble Mr. Sarker was appointed. 

R. H. Paekee, 

Joint tSecretartf to the Government 

of Bengal, 
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COMMERCB^^DEPARTMENT. 

Notification, 

No. 1344Coin,, dated the 25th February, 1936. — The term of appoint- 
ment of the members, other than ex-ofificio members, of the 3engal 
• Board of Economic Enquiry constituted by the Government of llehgal 
in their notification No. 1915Com., dated the 26th February, • 1934, in 
accordance with the terms of their resolution No. 6159Com., dated the 
1st December, 1933, having expired pn the 25th February, 1936,' the 
Government of Bengal are pleased to appoint the following gentlemen 
to serve on the said Board for a term of two years from the 26th 
February, 1936: — 


Re})Tesentativeit of commercial associations. 

O 

Sir Edward Benthall, kt., nominated by the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce. • < . 

Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker, nominated by the Bengal National 
Chambeii. of Commerce. ^ 

Mr. G. L. Mehta, nominated by the Indian Chamber of Commercef 
Babu Babulal Shroff, nominated by the Marwari Association. 

Mr. S. A. Afzal, A.S.A.A., nominated by the Muslim Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Rai Satyendra Kumar Das Bahadur, m.l.c., nominated by the 
Bepgal Mahajan Sabha. 


^presenta^tives of Universities. 

Professor Pramathanath Banerjea, d.sc., Bar.-at-Law, 

Calouttd University. 

Dr. H. L. l>ey,iD.sc., Dacca University. 


Representatives of Agricultural interests^ 

Rai Sarat Chandra Bal Bahadur, ‘m.l.c. 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, m.l.c. 

Representative of Labour , 

t 

3£r. K. 0. Roy C?ioudliury, hx.c. ^ 
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Non-oficials interested in econtmic problems, 

• Mr. Sarat Kumar Boy, m.l.g. . 

IShAn Bahadur Abdul c.i.e. 

Officials interested in economics cund statistics. 

Professor P. 0. Mahaluiobis, Presidency College. ‘ 

Mr. L. B. Burrows, g.b.e., T lommissioner of the Burdwan Division, 

D. Gladding, 

Sefpetary to the Government of Bengal, 


Notification, 

No. 1915C5m. — 26th February, 1934. — In' accordance with the terms 
^.of their resolution No. 6159Coih., dated the 1st December, 1933, the 
Government of Bengal are pleased to constitute the Bengal Board of 
Economic Enquiry as follows : — 


Chairman. 

The Hon’ble Meiqber of the Board of Bevenue {ex-officio). 


Representatives of commercial associations, 

Mr. A. Aikman, nominated by the Bengal* Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Nalini Banjan Barker, nominated by the Bengal National 
Chamber ot Commerce. 

Seth Hanuman Sidique, m.a., ll.b., Bar.-at-Law, nominated by 
the Muslim Chamber of Commerce. 

Bai Satyt5ndra Kumar Das Bahadur, m.l.c., nominated by the 
Bengal Mahajan Sabha. ^ 

Representatives of Universities, 

Professor Pramathanath Banerji, m.a., d.sc,, Bar.-at-Law, Calcutta 
Dniverrity.. 

Drf H. L. Dey, d.sc., Dacca Dniveraity. 
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Representatives of apricnltural mt^^esis* 

Khan Bahadur Maulyi Asisi^ Huq, m.l.c. 

Bai Sahib Panchanan Barma, H.fi.s., 

t 

Bepreientatwe of Labour, 

f 

Mr. K. C. Roy Chaudhury, 

Nonf-ofjiciaU interested in economic problems, 

Ifr. Sarat K^ar Roy, m.l.c. 

Ehan Bahadur Abdul Momin, m.l.c. 

f 

Members ex-^officio, 

« 

The Director of Land Rocord^ Bengal. 

The Director of Agriculture, Bengal. 

The Director of Industries, Bengal. 

The Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Bengal. 

The Senior Professor of Economics at the Presidency College. 

(}ifficiQh interested in economics and statistics, 

« # 

Professor P. C. Mahalanol^is, Presidency College. 

Mr. L. B. Burrows, c.b.e., officiating Comraisuioner of Burdwan 
Division. ♦ 

Bai Jamini Mohan Ghosh Bahadur of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Executive) wi^l be Secretary to the, Board. ^ • 

The term of appointment of the meihbers, other than ex-offido mem- 
bers, shall be for a period of two years. 

B. N. Gilchrist, 

Joint Secretary to the Qovernment 
of Bengal. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

Qoxuekce Defaetmsnt. 

CoiCMEECE. 

Resolution No. 61590o]n. 

Calcutta^ the 1st December, 1933. 

» 

The Government of Ben^?al for some time have had under considera- 
tion the question of creating the organisation for the stndy of economic 
problems affecting the province. In 1931, Sir Arthur Salter, who was 
then Director of the Economic and Financial Section of the Secretariat 
of the League of Nations, visited India^ and prepared a scheme for an 
Economic Advisory Organisation in India. He expressed the opinion 
that a more effective system of securing a place for non-official opinion 
among the elements fi*om* which Government policy is evolved should 
be devised, and he recommended that, in addition to a Central Economic 
Advisory Council, there should be an Economic A^isory Council in 
each province. • 

2. Up to the present, various cohsiderations, partly financial, have 
prevented the Local Government from taking ac^tion on Sir Arthur 
Salterns proposals; but the question of appointing a committee on the 
lines recommended by him has recently been revived by the local 
Chambers of Commerce and after full consideration of their views, the 
Provincial Government have come to the conclusion that* in spite of 
financial stringency, the time has now arrived when special machinery 
should be set up to facilitate co-operation between Government and 
representatives of outside opinion in* the study of * the® economic pro- 
blems affecting Bengal. They have therefore' decided to constitute a 
Board of Economic Enquiry. 

3. • The Boaili will be constituted as follows ; — 

(1) Chairman, 

(2) to (7) Six representatives of commerce to be nominated by the 

•following bodies: — 

The Bengal Chamber ^of Commerce, 

The Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. 

The Indian Chamber of Commerce, 

The JiCarwari Association, 

The Muslim Chamber of Commerce, and 
The Bengal Malikjaa Sabha. * 
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(8) and (9) Two representativeft of the Provincial TTniversitieft— one 
to be nominated by the University of Calcutta a^’d the other 
by the University of Dacca. 

{10) and (11) Two representa&ves of agiScultural interests. 

(12) One representative of Labour. 

(13) and (14) Two non-officials interested in economic problems. • 

(16) The Director of Land Records. 

(16) The Director of Agriculture. 

(17) The Director of Industries. , 

(18) The Registrar of Co-operative Societies. 

(19) The Senior Professor of Economics at the Presidency College. 

(20) and (21) Two officials interested in economics and statistics. 

* » 

Nos. 1, 10-14, 20 and 21 *will be nominated by the Gcvernmlsnt; 
Nos. 2 to 9 will be selected J)y the bodies named; and Nos. 15 \o 19 
will be members ex-officio. , 

4. The functions of the Booird will be — 

(t) to conduit enquiries into such economic matters as may be 
referred to it by the Ijotfal Government; and 

{it) to initiate and conduct, subject to the sanction of Government, 
enquiries into other economic matters (other than those 
referred to it by Government). 

6. The Board will be provided with a Government Officer as 
Secretary and it is proposed to place at its disposal a grant of Rs. 15,000 
a year to cover expenditure on the enquiries it may be decided to under- 
take. 


R. N. Gilcheist, 

* Joint Secret^ary to the Government 

li ^ 

of Bengal. 


Debt Sottlement Boards. 

117. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) 

Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and 
Bnral Indef^tedness Department be pleased to state as to how many 
cases on an average are being actually disposed of by a Debt Settle- 
ment Board, per month, by means of actual settlenmnt of debts? 

(b) What does the cost work out per case so dispoied of ?’ 

(c) What will be the total number of a^cultural debtore in Bengal? 
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<4) How many Debt Settlement Boards have already been establi^ed 
and bow many are likely to be establisbed,? ^ 

(t) At tbe present rate of disposal, bow mapy years will it take for 
the Debt Settlement Boards to dispose of debi' settlement cases of all the 
agriculturist debtors of Bengal? * 

(f) What will be the total aggregate cost of debt settlement includ- 
ing' Supervision changes? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mlllliok): (n) and (h) When Boards first begin their work, 
progress must inevitably be slow, as it has been, and the cost accord- 
ingly appears to be comparatively high. The rate of disposal, however, 
is steadily accelerating, and the cost per finished case is correspond- 
ingly decreasing. .As cases are continually being disposed of while 
othyers are in variofis stages of hearing^ no exact figure can be given 
for >he monthly rate of disposal or for the average cost. 

(c) No more accurate information 5s available than that contained 
in the* report published by the Bengal Board of Economic Enijuiry. 

(d) Established — 3,365. 

Total number of Boards likely "to he established — About 5,000. 

(e) and (/) These ask for an expression of opinion. I am afraid, 
it is impossible to give an accurate answer. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to answers (a) and (b), are we to understand tjien that the 
returns of this department do not show the number of cases disposed of 
per month? 

The Hcm’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARV MULLICK: The 

returns do not show the disposal per»nionth, but th^y show disposals 
per half-year. • 

KhaA Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Could not 
the informatjon be supplied from the returns of the number of caees 
disposed of during the last half-year and the average calculated by 

dividing that by the number <ff months? 

• 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOKs* Sir, I have 
given my answer, and ^t is very difficult to add anything to what I 
have'Bai4 ©xcept to bring it to the notice of the hon^ble. member that 
his (|uestion did not allow us to give an average of that nature. 



Khw BaliaAir tAIYED MUAlZAMUDDfN HOSAIN: I wanted 
to Know only the average. , Is it not a fact that in criminal cases 
and in judicial cases, the average duration and the averse monthly 
disposal of cases are given in all returns? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHAflY MULl^ICK: I would 
only try to remind the hon’hle member that these Boards constituted as 
they are of non-oflS.cials cannot be expected to keejf record in that wa^. 
They have got to collect these figures through the (Collectors and the 
returns are submitted for half-year at a time. If the hon’ble member 
:will be good enough to ask for that number, we will be able to get 
that number from Collectors. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMMDDIN HOSAIN: Is it not 

a fact that in respect of judicial cases the leturns have to be submitteo 
through District Officers P 

f 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: D am 

afraid I am not aware of thik,-as it does not concern my department. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: With 
reference to the rnswer to questions (a) and (/), is it not a fact that 
these questions do not call for any opinion ai all, but only an estimate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Sir, I have 
understood the question in the way that I have answered, and I could 
not find out any other meaning of this question. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN .HOSAIN; Is it not 

a fact that in preparing the Budget, an estimate has to be made as to 
what will be tlie cost and how long it will take? 

• o' 1^, ♦ 

The Hon’ble Mr^ MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; The time 
is not mentioned, but the average of cases has got to be taken into 
account and the’budgeted figures will show what the average cost will 
be for the coming ye^r. 

Khan Bahadur 9 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Is it not 

a fact that these have to be calculated on the estimates 4 have called 
f or ? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. MUKUNDA ' BEHARY MULLICK: I am 

afraid, there has been some amount of misapprehension. So far as 
the Budget Estimate is concerned, it does^ not depend upon the 
quantity of disposal. It depends upon the number of Boards and , the 
expenditure that has to be incurred for running those Boards. 
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Kim Bahadur SAIY60 MUAUAMUDOIN HOSAIN: Are |re 

to mder.dtand that no wholesale scheme has been prepared as to what* 
will be the estimated cost and what will be the duration of the whole 
programme? * 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. MUKUtlDA BEHARY MULLIOK: Sir, I am 
afraid, that so far as time is concerned, nothing of the kind has been 
aettl^. With regard to the cost, I believe we have to prepare our* 
budget from year to year. 

• 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED HUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Are we 

to understand that the department is being run inefficiently and 
without knowing anything as to what they will have to do? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUK^NDA BEHARY MULLOCK: That i» 
entirely a matter of. opinion and I would leave the hou’ble member 
to dpaw his own conclusion. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the ’Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, how in the absence of any figures or records he comes to the 
conclusion tha.t the cost appears to be comparatively high? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLiCK; I have 
already said. Sir, that it is not that .there is any absence of returns 
but that the returns as were asked for in this question cannot be supplied. 
I have explained as to why the cost was high a1 the initial stage and 
why with progress it has gone down proportionately. 


Anti-malaria works. 

118. Mr. H. P. PODDAR: (a) ^►Will the Han’ ble» Minister 
charge of the Public Health and Medical Departaaant be pleased to state 
what steps the Government have take|i since April, ,1937, to dispel 
malaria from Bengal? 

(b) Are the Government aware that malaria haft been costing Bengal 
a considerable sum both from private and public purse? 

(c) Is it a fact that the present Government aanStion lesser amount 

every year than what the previous 'Government used to de for combating 
malaria ? * 

* (d) Will the Hon’hle Minister kindly lay on the table a compara- 
tive chart showing how much money the present Government have spent 
for this purpose since Apsil, 1937, to January, 1939, and how much the 
Ck^vemment just preceding the present one spent from 1936, 

to March, 1937, for the same purpose ? 
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^{e) Is it a fact that the present Government have stopped financial 
'grants to many anti-malaria societies of Bengal who used to receive 
regular grants from the old Government ? If so, why ? 

MINISTER in charge of thetPUBLIC HEALTH anctlMEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hen^ble Mr. TamizuiMifi Khan): (a) As 

regards grants made^ by Government towards anti-malaria worl^. and 
•free distribution of quinine, the .hon’ble membhr js referred, to ^he 
statement in reply to part (d) of this question. ,, 

Governrfient further propose to assist District Boards in financing 
anti-malaria schemes of a more or less permanent nature in their 
respective districts after such schemes have been prepared by the 
Boards and examined and approved by Government. Certain schemes 
received from »some of the districts are now under the consideration of 
Government. In order to facilitate thd' preparation and execution, 
under proper supervision, of comprehensive anti -malaria projects entail- 
ing engineering work, Government have decided to appoint a qualified 
Anti-Malaria Engineer whose advice and assistance will be available to 
all local bodies. 

• » , 

A comprehensive malaria siirvey of representative areas in Bengal 
has been undertaken since November, 1987. About 87r) villages in 
different districts already have been' surveyed. The survey, when.^ 
completed, will provide valuable data for the preparation of anti- 
malaria schemes in different areas on sound lines. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) No. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

® ..... 

(e) No. But the whole policy in regard to the question of anti- 

malaria grants is under examination. 


Statement referred to%in the reply to clause (d) of question No, 118 showing a 
comparative chart of the Qov^rrmenVs grant for Antumalaria works since 
April, 1987 to January, 1939. 



Anti-malaria 

grant. 

Quinine 


Rs. 

Rs. 

1935-3^ 

. . * ^,000 

1,80,000 

1936-37 

. . , 80,000 

1,66,200 

1937-38 

.. 1,17,080 

2,00,000 

193&-39 

*87,000 

4,00,000 


•The proviflion of funds during the present finimdal year for local anti-malana 
achemss to be* executed through anti-malaria societies and union boards is now 
under the consideration of Government. 
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Khan Bohaihir 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H0SA1N: May we 

enquire .when the examination will he finished and the policy will ’ll** 
published for the information of the public? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZMDDir^ KHAN: Sir, the survey is not 
yet complete. As soon as the survey is complete » this will be decided 
upon.* 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: May we 

have an idea when the survey is likely to be complete? 

The Hon^ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the survey will be 
completed as soon as possible.^ As I have already stnted; 375 villages 
have already been surveyecj. There are many more villages yet to 

be surveyed. 1 cannot give any approximate time. 

» 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: What does the Hon’bie 

Minister mean by “surve^v ot malaria’^? Does he mean only the 
number of cases in each district or each village, or are we to understand 
that the root cause ot malaria is also ‘enquired into? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Rir, not the cause 

of malaria, but the areas in which malaria is prevalent and the 
periodical outbreak of malaria in those areas and other matters con- 
nected therewith. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Is it not already in the 
Government records as to what areas are suffering from malaria? I 
mean, the returns submitted by the district hoards and other authorities 
who have their dispensaries in those jyeas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN Khan: 1 am afraid, the records 

hitherto availably? are not of a dependable character. 

» 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state how many districts have been covered by this examinatiou 
of 376 viliageB? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

t 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state how many districts Government propose to survey in this manner 
before they come to any decision? 
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The Hon’biB Mr. TAMIZUDDIN .KHAN: As matiy districts as 
• Boiy be found to be necessary. 

r 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand that the Hon’ble 
Minister has no idea as to how many more* districts will have to be 
examined in order iq have that information? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN S i ciuiini nmt A am noi 

aware of tlje number of districts that will have to be surveyed still. 
In the course of the investip-ation, it njay be necessary to survey more 
districts than what have been hitherto under contemplation. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hoii’ble Minister please state 
if any plans have been made ,by the Government as to the period within 
which tliey propo^ to complete the examination.^* 

The Hen’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The matters are being- 
expedited and the survey will be completecr avs' soon as possible ^ 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: WUr the Ilon’ble Minister please., 
fitale when this anti-malarial Enjyineer is going to be appointed ; if 
any date has been fixed by the Government? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The post was once 
advertised, but no qualified candidate applied: it has once again been 
advertised and I think the appointment will be made very soon. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Are we 

to. understand^' that^ there is no programme for preparing any scheme 
and I hat Governmept i^ simply following a policy of drift? 

f 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It is n<ft exactly a policy 
of drift, Sir, as the« wliole of llengal has to be surveyed ; with the 
means at our disjiosal, we are trying our best to complete the survey 
as soon as possibles 

c 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN! Only *175 villages have been 
surveyed in two years praidically : there are several villages in Bengal ; 
how long \^ill the Government take to find out the data for anti- 
malarial schemes ? And is it not a fact that, Bengal has got about a 
lakh of villages and if the survey goes on at this rate, when will the 
aurvey reporf be published ‘before taking up any anti-malanal scheme? 
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m 

The Mon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, my friend is 
labouring. under a misapprehension. It is ngt a faet that Government 
will not do anything unless and until the whole survey is compl^te<l. 
The facts are these: District Boards liuve been aisled to submit schemes, 
and many of the District Boai;ds have* already submitted schemes, but 
some schemes have been found to l>e defective, so that no action can 
be taken on them. But other scliemes seemed to 'be pra(‘,ti(*able and 
they* wijl be examined, and as soon as the examination is finished, 
action will be taken on those schemes in course of the coming y'car. 

• 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: In reply to 
my siipplementarv (juestion, the Hon’ble Minister has said that after the 
examination of the results of the survey. Government's’ policy will be 
declared, hut the Hoii'ble Minister now gives a different leply: he says 
that, individually, district bv'^districl , (lovernment will approve of the 
policy. Wliicli answer is corrects 

$ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAff: I am utraid, my friend 
has ovei’looked the im])oi;tan,ce of the adjective '.‘whole”. My answer 
in (cf mentions the “whole " policy. The Government is now ])ursniug 
a particular policy, hut in view of the survey ‘that is being made, that 
jjolicy may have to be reconsidered. ^ * 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: May we 

know the present policy that is being pursued by Government!^ (Vmld 
that be j)ublished ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have already .stated that 
the present policy is that the District Boards will help in eradicating 
malaria. For that jiurpose, an anti-malarial engineer is going to be 
apj)oiiited who will assist the District Bpards in preparing’^scliemes and 
effect will be given to those sclieine.'' as s(»on as (be exaniinalion is 
completed. 

Mr. HUMAYUll KABIR: Are we to uiiderstjjiid that the present 
policy of Government is to .spend the money out of the unspent halanc^e 
of the provisions sanctioned for (piinine grants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So fur as the quinine 
grant is concerned, it is beiii« spen^ in toto: so far as the other scheme 
of aiding District Boards is concerned, that has not been given effect 
to hitherto, on account of tlie fact that the District Boards were late in 
submitting their schemes and some of their schemes have also been found 
defective. Other schemes are under examination and as. soon as the 
examination is finished, action will be taken upon them. 
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Tuition fow in high schools. 

< 

119. Khan Bahadur Mautvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Is the 

Hon*ble Minister in charge of ^he Education Department aware that 
owing to the acute distress prevailing in Bengal, it has become 
extremely difficult for the students of high schools to pay their tuition 
fees regularly? 

(b) If, the answer to (a) be in the affirma tiivc, U.W ujic; vji^A V cx uxiiciu t 
propose to, make a suitable grant from the Provincial Revenues towards 
the tuition fees of the poor but meritoj*ious students seeking education ? 

(c) Do the Government propose to make a grant from the Provincial 
Revenues for free-studentship in addition to the Government grants-in- 
aid given tb^each school? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr, A. K. Faziul Huq): (q) Not as a general rule, though therh may 

exist some difficulty in the rural areas visited by flood last rains. 

« 

(h) and (c) Gre(iter financial provisi/m .is being made for high 
schools. When it is possible to reorganise secondary education by the 
establishment of a Secondary Board, the (|uestioi) of providing more 
free-studentshi^s will be considered.* 


Educating of Hindus and Muslims separately. 

* 120. Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKHERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that the present 
method of educating the Hindu and Muslim communities separately is 
injuring the cause of the pro.spects of communal harmony between the 
two commuvities/'^ 

(h) Is it a fact that the system of education in vogue at present 
forces each community to b<* ibrought up separately in difPerent water- 
tight compartments ? 

(c) Do Governnient propose to abolish all educational institutions 
which are being run at present tor different communities? 

(d) If not, wliy not? And what are the difficulties iij the way? 

I 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. A, K. Faziul Huq): (a) and (M No. Except in the case of a very 
limited number of institutions, boys of all communities are admitted into 
educational institutions without restriction, i 

(c) Not .until there is a demand for such a course fropi the com- 
munities concerned. 
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D^noiniiiatioaal institutions have s])ecial features and were 
established in consequence of demand from the respective communities. 

121. Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAtiMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department be 
pleased to state whetl^er malaria has broken out in a serious epidemic 
form in certain districts this year after tlie flood ? 

(6) Have the flooded areas only been alfecteci or other ^reas have 
also* been affected? 

» 

(c) If the answer to part (6) be in the aflirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are those parts of the. province which 
though unaffected by the flood, suffered badly from malaria:? 

(d) Is it a fact that the noilhern part of Kandi subdivision in Murshi- 
dabad district has been very seriously affected by malaria and is it a fact 
that “the said part of the country was ngt affected fiy the floods this 
year ? * 

(e) Will the Hon’ ble Minister be pleased to state what was the 
number of malaria patients in the two District Board charitable dispen- 
saries at Khargram and Gokarna in the year 1938 ? 

[/) What is the average numt>er of such patients in these two dis- 
jaries for the last 5 years? 

(ff) Has the Government made any inquiry as to the cause of such 
epidemic this year, and, if so, with what result? 

(h) If not, does the Hon’ble Minister propose to have an enquiry 
made by the Public Health Department to And out the causes of the 
virulent attack of malatia in 1938 in several part.^ of the province which 
were not so affected previously? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; live out ot th. 

eleven districts which were affected by the floods, viz., :^4-Parganas, 
llajshahi, Hangpur, Bogra and Pabna, ttere were no serious outbreaks 
of malaria in the wake of the floods. In the reipaining six district**, 
viz., Nadia, Murshidabad, Jessore, Khulna, Malda and Paridpur there 
were more malaria cases than in the previous years but not in a serious 
epidemic fo^m.. 

(b) and (c) Yes. The districts of Burdwan, Birbhum, Bankura, 
flooghly, Howrah, Dacca, Mymansingh, Chittagong, Noakhali and 
Tippera, though not seriously affected by the heavy floods last year, 
showed an increase of malaria cases after the floods. * 

•I 

(d) From the malaria morbidity figures of the district, it appear.^ 
that the northern* part of Kandi subdivision was not the only area in that 
subdivision where malaria brake out during 1933. Several areas in the 
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l^urdwan and Bharatpur thanaB, which are situated in the southern 
portion of the Kandi subdiTision, alec showed a recrudescence of malaTia 
during 1938. 

(e) Khargram ... ... ... 3,869 

Gokarna " ... ... ... 10,J05 

(/) Khargram ... ... ... 3,294 

/lokama ... ... ... 4,607 


(g) and (h) The present comprehensive malaria survey of represen- 
tative areas in' the whole of the province which started in 1937 and is 
likely to be pompleted this year will supply valuable information as to 
the etiological factors responsible for the^ spread of malaria and the bio- 
nomics of the different species of vectors prevalent in the different areas 
of the province. These datji will be useful in indicating the lines of 

malaria control suitable to the localities concerned. * 

« 

♦ * . 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN; With reference to answer (e), 
1 find that the Jlon’ble Minister has said that malaria patients attending 
the (jokarna dispensary were 10,] Of) in 1938 and the average of tbU 
previous 5 years is 4,007. Still 1 find that it is said that there was no 
very serious outbreak. Sir, how even if the number is more than double, 
can it l>e said that there was no serious outbreak of malaria in that 
part? 

f* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, that is a matter* of opinion. 

, 122. Mr^* RANAJIT PA|. CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the ( 'ominunications and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether he has received a memorial fr»ni the people of 
(lobardaAga, Khantura in 24-Pargana8, and other villages 
bordering on the river Jumna whitdi was over-flooded in 1938 
by the« flood-water coming in from the Iccbhamuty through 
an old silted-up canal, called Chaiti Khal, br9.nc?nng off from 
the Icchhamuty, near G(\palnagar railway station, near 
Ranaghat-Gopalnagar road ; 

(h) if so, what steps the Government propose to take in the matter 

for preventing such floods in future; 

(c) whether the Government has consulted the Public Health 
Department enquiring whether insanitation will result in 

4-Vi.a • 
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.whether the Executive Engineer,^ Nuddia Rivers Division^* 

' submitted to the Hon 'hie Minister any «$cheme for restksoita- 
ting the Chaiti Canai after he inspected the canal in Decem- 
ber, 1938, afte^ the flood ;-i 

(e) if so, what steps the Government propose ^to take in the matter 
in the near future before recurrence of such floods in 
the said ai'ea ; , ' 

(/) whether it is a fact that in the last year as well as in the ycftt 
1936 almost the whole of the subdivisional town of Bougaon 
was over-flooded by fhe river Icchhamuty and whether it is 
a fact that extensive damage was done to the people of the 
locality by such floods; 

(g) whether it is a fact^that the improvement of the Chaiti Canal 

would relieve the pressure of water in the river Icchhamuty 
near the .^ongaon town and downwards Jiid the possibility 
of the damage to Bongaon Would be reduced thereby and 
would lead to the improvement of the upper part of the river 
•Jumna; 

(h) whether the Government has * received a memorial from the 

people of the villages bordering on the river Jumna praying 
for the revival of the Jumna Anti-Malaria Scheme, 1921 ; if 
so, when; and 

(/) whether the Government propose to eft'ect forthwith some 
temporary improvements in the main channel of the river? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department): (n) A 

petition from certain gentlemen has been received. 

(h) An enquiry is being made. 

(r) Necessary steps were taken by the Puhlic Wealth Departiucuv 
to prevent an outbreak of disease in the area. ^ 

(d) I am not prepared to say whether any sj^ecified oflicer has made 
any particular suggestion. 1 am informed that proposals for reviving 
the Chaiti Khal have been examined and that feeding the khal from the 
Ichhamuty is possible only during high floods and, not every year. 

(r) Does ifot arise. , , 

(/) Yes. There was floodiag in the town and difficulty was ex- 
perienced by the inhabitants diirilig the last floods. 

(g) T am advised that the improvement of the Chaiti^Khal is not 
likely to reduce the intensity and consequences of flooding when it does 
occur in Bongaon town. By improving the canal, it will be possible to 
bring some more .water into the lower reach of the Jumna only in yeais 
of high* floods in the Ichhanwi.ty. 
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(h) A printed advance ,copy of tlie memorial was received froih. the 
Uhaiiman, Gobardanga Municipality, last year. 

(t) No. Expert opinion is that no local and temporary measures 
will bring about any material iiliprovement* in the Jumna. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: It is not a fact that one of 
the main reasons for the abnormal floods is the insufiEicient passage of 

water through the railway bridges? ♦ 

< 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not one of the main 
reasons. The silting up of the rivers and the silting up of the various 
outlets and khais are also one of the main causes. 

r • 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY. ^ Are not railway bridges also 
to some extent responsible for these floods? 

c 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No; not so far'as the 

flooding of the rivers is concerned. 

Mr, RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Is the reply based on infor^ 
mation or on iifvestigation? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On both, Sir. 

123, Rai MANMATHA NATH BOSE Bahadur: Has the attention 
of, the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department been drawn to the complaint made by the public and also 
in the newspaper for want of passenger sheds and godowns and for the 
low platforms in stations between Midnapore and Adra? If so, does 
the Hon’ble Minister intend to take steps to remedy the grievances? 

The Hon’ble Kliwa}a Sir NAZIMUDDIN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Sris. Chandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar) : I am making in> 
quiries in the matter, and propose to give the hcm’ble member the 
information, he desiVes, as soon as these inquiries are completed. 


GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION 

t • 

The Calcutta and Suburban Polide (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Mr. PI^ESIDENT: The House will now take up further consi- 
deration of the Calcutta and Suburban Pplice (Amendment) Bill, 
1939. 

Order, order. The motion before the House is the motion of the 
Hon^ble Home Minister for the Bill to^ be taken into consideration, 
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and the amendments oi Mr. l-tulil Chandra Das, Mr. Humayun Ka'hir,^ 
and* Dr; Rndha Kumnd Mookerji, all aiming to lefer tlie Bill to a 
Select Comn^^ittee. 

Mr« PRESIDENT* Tlia> questichi before the House is tliat the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to 

a Select Committee consisting of — 

, « 

(1*) The Hon4de Khwaja Sir Naziniuddin, MinisteV in i barge of 
the Home Department, 

(2) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(3j Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. T. Lamb, 

(G) Maharaja S,ir Maniuatha Nath Ray Chowdhury, 

>(7) Rai BrojenaVa Mohan Maitra Bahadur, 

(8) Mr. Srish Chandra Chakraverti, 

(9) Mr. Narendra Cliqndra Datta, 

(10) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, , 

(11) Mr. Humayun Kabir, and 

(12) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st July, 1939, and 
that the number of members who presence shall be uecessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be four. 

A Division was called. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Those who are for the amendment will pleaso 
rise in their seats. 

(Only one member rose.) 

Those who are against the dmeiidment will please rise in their seats. 
(Several members rose.) 

,Mr, PRESIDENT: The amendment is lost. 

Mr. PP.ES1DENT: The question before the Ho^se is that the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of-#- 

(1) The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister charge of 

the Home Department, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Shri^ih Chandra Chakraverti, 
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(4) Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chowdhury, 

{%)) Mr. Huinayun Kabir, 

(6) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan, 

(7) Khan Bahadur M. Abduf Karim, 

(8) Sir Ed ward .Benthall, 

(9) Mr. T. Lamb, and 

(10) thfe mover, 

with instructions to, submit their report by the 15th March, 1939, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be five. 

The House'. divided : — 


AYES— 18. 


Rii tthadur Kaihab Chandra BanarfM. 
Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bota. 

Mr. Chriih Chandra Chakravarti. 

Mr. Maantmaif Chawdhury. 

Mr. LalH Chandra Dat.. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

Mr. Narandra Chandra Daita. 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

Mr. Kanai Lai Baiwami. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muhammad Ibrahim. 
Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

Rai Bahadur Brejtndra Mahan Maitra. 

Mr. Naraih Nkth Mookarjaa. 

Dr. Radha Kumud Mookarji. 

Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra Mukharji. 
m. Ranajit Pal Choudhury. 

Mr. H. P. Poddar. 

Mr. Sachindra Narayan Sanyal. 


HOES— 24. 


Mr. flaabahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Kadar Baksh# 

Hr Edward C. Banthall. 

Mr. Namidul Huq Chawdhury. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mf. Khorthad Alam Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur RauUul R^iar Chowdhury. ^ 
Mr. D. d. Cohan. 

Mri. K. O'Roiario. 

Mr. R. W. N. Parguion., 

Khan Bahadur Saiyad Muauamuddin Hoasain. 


The amendment was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House , is that the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of — , 

(1) Tlje Hon^ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Minister in charge of 

the Home Department, ^ 

(2) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

t 


Mr. LataTat Hoiiain. 

Khan Bahadur Syod Muhammad Rhaciul Huq. 
Alhad) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 
Khan Bahadur Muhammad Aaat Khan. 

Khan Sahib Subidali Molla. 

Bogum Hamida Momin. 

Mr. E. C. Ormond. 

Mr. MukhiMur Rahman. 

Rai Bahadur Radhka Bhutan Roy. 

Mr. Kriihna Chandra Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. Saliiswar Singh Rov. 

Mr. D. H. Wilmtr. 
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(4) Mr. Rader Baksli, 

*(5) Mr. D. J. Colieii, 

(6) Maharaja Sir Maiimatlia Natb Ray Cbowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Barikim (-handra Datta^ 

(8) Mr. Naresh Nath Mocker jee, 

.(0) Mr. Sliriah Chandra Chakraverti, 

<10^ Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider (’howdbury, 

« 

(11) Mr. Kborsbed Alain (liowdburv, 

(12) Khan Sahil) Abdul Hamid Clioudbur. , 

(Id) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta, 

(14) Sir Edward Bentball, 

(15) Rai Bahadur Manmjitha Nath Bose, and 

(16) the mover, • 

with instructions to submit their report by the liith of April, 1989, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be’ necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall lie four. 

Those who are for the amendment will f?ay “Aye” and those who 
^•are against will say “No”. * 

(Cries of “Aye” and “No”.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The “Noes” have it. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: “Ayes” have it; ]>ivision. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The division hjs been ashed fnr •after depi- 
sion has been declared. 

Dr., RADHA JCUMUD MOOKERill: One member from my party 
asked for a division, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry, my decision had already been given. 
Hon^ble members must be very prompt in asking for an division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill be takeA into consi- 
deration. * 

The question .was agreed to. 
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Clause 1, 

KAMINI KUMAR'DUTTA^ In vej>ar(l to my amendment which 
stands thus — 

“That at the end of snb-elaiuse i'J) of f^laiise 1 of tlie Hill, the 

following he added, viz. : — 

« 

‘blit shall have operation only in such parts i^f the province ds may 
be^ declared to be a proclaimed area for the time bein^ under 
the provision , of Prevention of Seditious Meetings 'Act tAct 
No. X of 1911)’ ”, 

I may just state that there is a similar amendment givei. notice 
of by Mr. Lalif Chandra Das, whiidi, Sir, I would like to add, is more 
specific and more clear. So, in order to remove any sort of anomaly 

I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It seems you do not want to ])ress ilie amend- 
ment. * 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR cDUTTA; \ do not move my amendment, 
Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that at the end 
of sub-clause (2) of clause 1 of the BiU, the following be added, viz. 

“but shall have operation only in such parts of Calcutta or its 
suburbs us may be declared to be proclaimed area for the time 
being under tlie provisions of the Prevention of Seditious 
Meetings Act (Act X of 1911)”. 

t' 

Sir, if this^ is added, it will read thus — 

“It shall come into force oi» such date as the Provincial Govern- 
ment may, by notification in the Official Gazette ajjpoinl, but shall 
have operatida only in such parts of Calcutta or its suburbs as may be 
declared to be proclaimed area for the time being under the provisions 
of the Preveutipn of Seditious^Meetings Act (Act X of 1911)“. 

Sir, in moving this amendment, I desire to poifit out that the 
Hon’ble Home Minister wanted power for the Commissioner of Police 
of Calcutta and its suburbs. 

Now there is already in existence an Act, viz., ^ci X of 1911. 
That Act give^ all the powers necessary to deal with public meetings, 
and the definition that has been given 'there regarding public meetings 
has been bodily taken and incorporated in this amending Bill. If it 
is really thp intention of Government to make clear the power of the 
Commissioner of Police, because, as the Hoij’ble Minister has himself 
said in the Statement of Objects and Reasons that that power was 
not given him by an oversight in the Seditious Meetings Act, then I 
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do not midersiand why the Hon’ble Minister should not be prepared to * 
accept this addition. Keally, the Seditious Meetings Act is applicable 
to the whole of India. Nr)w% in the Seditious Meetings Act, there is 
a jirovision that for the pi^rpose of luixking the clause elective, (‘crtaiii 
areas must be notified, and that tlie aieaa so notified will be called 
“proclaimed areas Then again, there is anofher clause in that 
Seditious Meetings M'i wliicli makes that notification only a tempo-* 
rary one, ^ the duration being only for (i months and not more. Tliat 
Act deals witli seditious meetings and also with cases of emergency. 
Thi^ power that is claimed ,by the Hon ’hie Minister for the 
Commissioner of Polici* can be exercisable only wlien an area is 
“proclaimed”, and when there is likely to he a disturbance of the 
public tranquillity. But what is attempted. Sir, in the ^uVsent Act, is 
to incorporate the definition f i the word “])ubli(‘ m(‘eting” — giving a 
permanent character .to the whole tJiing—giving a jiermanent power to 
the (Commissioner of Jhdice to exercise it whenever J!e pleases. 

I '$ 

Hoh^, if this definition is really taken from the Seditious Meetings 
Act and it is intended to incorporate it without any limitation, then 
It conics tc) this tliat it will* form ])art of the jiernianent Statute. No 
such power can safely he given to the police^ Sir. It is known that 
on several occasions the police liavc* abused tlieir jiowcfls and now that 
•such a drastic; power is conteni])lated to he given to the (’ommissionc'r of 
Police, the House should see to it that this ])()W(‘r is made only 
temporary and that tills jiowcu- he exercisable oidy in cases of emer- 
gency, and that it he exercisable only wlien the country is in a 
disturbed state, and whcm seditious meetings are being held in cerlain 
quarters of (/alcutta or its suhurlis. So, if it is really the intention 
to invcsl llie Commissioner of Ihdlce, CalciiHa, witli suc'h extraordinary 
powers, as the ])()wer to dejmte his suhordiiiaies to go to all sorts of 
possible and impossible places, to attend social g*atlierings, religi.ous 
gatherings and even party meetings, A'gardlcss of ^le that life 
meetings are held in private liouses where aduy.ssicin is restricted by 
ticket or otherwise, when sucli power,— such drastic p()W(‘r, — is g*ivcn 
to the Conimissioiijpr of Police, — in all conscience, that power should 
not he given to hini permanentlx, and it should ♦lie exercisable only 
in cases of emergency, and that too, only in areas which have been 
declared to he “proclaimed” areas under the provisiops of the Seditious 
Meetings Ac;t. »AVith these words, Sir, 1 move mv fimendment. 

s 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: AiiRudiiK mt moved : tliat at the end of sub- 
ciause (2) of clause 1 of the liill, the following he added, viz. : — 

t 

“but shall- have operation only in such parts of Calcutta or its 
suburbs as may he declared to he proclaipied prea for the 
tiiAe being under the provisions of the Prevention of Seditious 
•Meetings Act (Act X»f 1911)”. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, there is a saying^ 
to the effect, ^‘save me from my friends’ \ I am afraid, this is what 
applies to this amendment. I am sure that 'Mr. Das’s ffiends and his 
supporters would not like it if |he Goveruyient were to accept this 
amendment. Then the result would be that Government will notify 
ihe whole of Calcutth as a notified area, and for 6 months you cannot 
have any meeting whatever, without the permiseion of the Conimis- 
sioner of Police. Nor is Mr. Das correct when he thinks that according 
to the Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act of 1911 this order can last 
only for 6 months. The Act definitely says that there is nothing to 
prevent the area from being notified again after the expiry of 6 
months. Surely, we can go on in that way, that is, we can take that 
step if we like. And what is more, it would be much worse, for it 
will not only do a question of sending policy re])orters to public meetings, 
but you will have to get tlief approval of the Commissioner of Police 
in every case wh^re a public meeting is intended to be held, and^that 
will l)e giving the Commissioner of Polic'o very much more ^Irastie 
powers than we are proposing- to give liim under this Act. Therefo7‘e^ 
I oppose this amendment. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: the question* before the House is that at the 
end of sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added% 
viz. : — 


“but shall have operation onjy in such parts of Calcutta or its 
suburbs as may be declared to be proclaimed area for the 
time being under the jU'ovisions of the Prevention of Seditious 
Meetings Act (Act X of 1911)”. 

ff 

The amendment was negatived. 

‘ Mr. HUMAY4^N KABIR: 'Sir, >ou told us the other day that 
"we could give noth-o nf amendments even on the floor of the House. 
Accordingly, may 1 move ai^ amendment? If you put the present 
motion to vote, tlien there is no point in my moving it. May. I move 
that to sub-clause ( 2 ^} 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The hon’ble member knows 
that under se^fion 108 of the Government of India Act,* 1935, every 
amendment that is to be moved in th^s House on this Bill, must have 
the previous sanction of His Excellency the Governor. So long as this 
condition is not fulfilled, the Chair cannot permit the hon’ble member 
to move hi.4 amendment. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. ‘ . 

The question was aj;Teed to. 
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Clavses 2 and 3. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The amendments on tliese clauses are out of 
order, as they aim at the^ omission both the clauses. It is a two- 
clause Bill, and when the House has already accepted the motion for 
taking the Bill into consideration, this amendment which goes direcily 

against that vote miwt be declared irregular, and as such out of order. 

» 

Mr. hUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may not » situation ^arise where 
one of the clauses may be lejecjed, that is to say, where clause I may 
be rejected and clause 2 may be retained and vice verj^n, so that they 
may be moved se])arately ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT? The|lfouse has a right, when I.l)ut the motion 
that clause 2 or 3 stand part of the Bill*, -to vote against that motion 
and,^rejec^t it, but tley liave not tlie right to move* a direct vote like 
this, t^liat bftth the clauses may be omitted* 

I 

Mr.. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, in* view of the fact that 
some amendments witli this end in vi(;w have already been placed, I 
do not like to move my aiiiendmejil. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No explanation is necessarN when an amend- 
ment is not moved. You need only say that you do not move it. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: All right, Sir, I do not move my 
amendment. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next motion stands in the name of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzaniuddin Flosain, 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZA^UDDIN HtfSAlA: Sir, 1 beg 
to move that in clauses 2 and d of the Bill in each fif the proposed 
sections 62D and 391) after the words '■'proceedings of •such meetings,’^ 
the following be inserted, namely : — 

“if in the opinion of the Commissioner of Police the meeting if 
likely to promote sedition or disah'ectipn or to cause a 
distui'bance of the public peace and tranquillity’'. 

Sir, I consider that such an ayiendment is necessary in view of the 
risk that is likely to arise unless this clause is modified by a provision 
like this. In moving this amendment, I say that we Kjonsider this 
amendment to be absolnftely necessary. The Commissioner of Police 
being a high official, it is expected that he will not owliiuirily grant 
permission to any -of his officers to go to the house of a private 
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individual for no thing, unless there be definite material before him to 
*make hiTYi think that the meeting ia likely to ‘‘promote sedition or is 
likely* to cause a disturbance of the peace’'. I think it is very 
necessary that this amendment should be passed by this House. 

Mr« PRESIDENTt! Amendment moved: that in clauses 2 and 3 of 
the Bill in each of the proposed sections G2I) and^39D after the wo^ds 
“proceedings of such meetings”, the following be inserted, nanfely : — 

« I * 

“if in the opinion ^of the Commissioner of Police the meeting is 
likely to promote sedition ar disaffection or to cause a 
disturbance of. the public ppa(‘e and tranquillity”. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: t/^ou have just now told us, Sir, why it 
is not possible to allow any amendment tot)e moved at ibis stage. We 
would have liked to move a certain amendment to this aniendment in 
order to make it less dangeroujj than it is in its present form. We have 
been pleading throughoul lhat there is no desire on the part Sf the 
members on this side of the flouse to place any obstacles in the way of 
Government getting reports of public meetings wliere poliiical ques- 
tions are discussed. Sir, even iinder ilie existing law, Government do 
send tlieir men ^ind obtain necessary reports. The Hon’hle Home, 
Minister was pleased to refer to certain cases wliere exorbitant charges 
were levied before the police reporters were allowed to attend such 
meetings. In that case, I should have thought that the procedure to 
correct such inisusi* of poww by the organisers of sucli Jiieetings would 
be a very simple one, a simple provision to the effect that, where 
any section of the public, or any class or portion of the ])ul)lic, is 
admitted t(^ any meeting by issue of tickets, the organisers of that 
meeting shall not be able to charge any higher price from the members 
of the police force than they do in the case of the ordinary members 
of the publics Tfeit would ha^e got round the argument of higher 
entrance fees on whcch Hon’ble Minister has based a great part of 
the defence of his Bill. T thyik that also dis])ose8 of the argument 
which the Leader of the European Group brought ki defence .of this 
Bill. The whole coik^ntion of Sir Edward Benthall, if I understood 
him aright when he spoke yesterday, was the question of releasing the 
police from undertaking financial expenses because they have, even 
under the existing law, the right to attend meetings wttich are recog- 
nised as public meetings. Therefore, w^e have been trying to make this 
Bill, if it is passed into law, more liberal and less harmful than other: 
wise it would be. I think the Hon’ble Home Minister either inten- 
tionally or </iherwise misrepresented us on this side of the House. He 
probably did not understand that we were not taking an obstructionist 
attitude by ojrr desire to reject this Bill, if possible. But if the House 
as a whole want this Bill, then we, on tliis side of the House, want to 
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amend it. so that it niijyht be less harmful than it otherwise would he. ^ 
Therefore, what we have been try.ing to do is to liberalise the j)rovi- 
sions of the Bill and the Hon’ble Minister did «iot per]iai)s understand 
clearly that we were j^oinp to do thi§. 

With refi^ard to the^ amendment of Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain, I would have been glad if I* could accept it in its 
pre^nt form. In his#?peech on his amendment he wants to make it clear 
that he*, intends to protect the public from the unnecessary .and unwel- 
come attentions of the poli(!e. But his amendmeat is not, in piy opinion, 
adequate for this juirpose, as^ it leaves ojien the question as to 
whether any meeting is seditious or not to the opinion of the Commis- 
sioner of Police who will not be required to keep a record of his opinion 
in a tangible shape or form. If the Commissioner of » Police were 
required to give his opinion| in writing for its being kbpt on record, 
it would be easily accessible when it is uiecessary to find out if there 
has .|)een any abuse of ])ower. But, Sir, there is i»o numtion of anv 
such provision in the Khan Bahadur’s dmendmeni. 

It is simply stated that if in the opinion of the Commissioner of Police 
the meeting is likely to j)romote sedition or disaffection, he (*an send 
reporters. If instead of that, a clause could be introduced in the 
^amendment moved by the Khan ’Bahadur indi(‘ating t!iat the (^ominis- 
* sioner of Police should record his’ opinion in writing, it would have 
been less unacceptable to us than it is to-day. I think I should draw 
the attention of this House and ])arti(mlarly of the Ilon’ble Home 
Minister* to one or two facts. He has c!ialleng(‘d members of this 
House to ])J'oduce cases when* the ])olice have attended j)rivate 
meetings. I think sifch cases are well-known to members of this 
House and to the ‘Hon’ble Minister himself. I shifl] m(‘ntion 
only one specific ease. About a year and a half or about two years ago, 
there w^as held a meeting of the Beiigal ]h*ovincial Muslim League, 
which I had the honour 'to attend as a^visitor. A distinguished person 
from another province was presiding over that Cvtiifettence. The meeting 
was broken up by the Police. The lU)n’ble Minister will probably 
remember also that questions were asked about it, and if I remember 
aright — I am not sure of it — an adjournment motion was moved in the 
otlber House with regard to that particular meeting. That was certainly 
a case where a private meeting of a particular party t)r organisation was 
being held dn a private place, — ^iij the premises of the Calcutta Dental 
College, if I remember aright — qnd to wdiich admission was controlled by 
the issue of tickets. If at such a meeting the police could come in and 
break up the meeting, what guarantee is there that the police will not 
take advantage of these new powers and come into the meetings where 
parties in opposition to life present Government or parties wdiich do not 
see eye to. eye with the present policy of the Govfeinmt“iil or ])aiiics 
which even to-day probably do not have any great status, but which are 
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probably trying to convert sections of the public to tbeir opinion^— wbat 
'guarantee is there that such meetings would not be invaded? would 
also draw the attention of the Hon^ble Home Minister tci a slip which 
he committed — if I may use that term — during his speech last time in 
discussing the Bill. He said that^he had no ^oubt in his own mind that 
if the other section gf the House came to power, they would introduce 
far more drastic measures and therefore in order to safeguard his posi- 
tion, — if I understood him aright, — this present feill* has been brought 
forward. That, Sir, I^think, confirms the fears which I had expressed 
earlier in^ the course of the debate yesterday. T asked, what guaraiuee 
was there that the over-zealous otficerk there, — and we all know that 
there are always some ‘over-zealous officers who want to go further than 
the Government'want them to go, — will not in future take advantage of 
this particulau clause and interfere with the rights of political parties 
more than they have been abje to do in Ihe past? The danger is the 
greater as in the Khan Bahadur's amendment,^’ there is no way of 
finding out whether the opinion was actually given or not. It^may 
be said in future that* the opinion of the (\)minissi()ner of Police was 
not given, hiit since the fact is accomplis]i(‘d, since the meeting has 
been interfered with in that particular way, th(‘ matter is dead. Then 
there would be no point 'in further discussion about it.’ The amend- 
ment which luisf’ been moved by m^ friend Khan Bahadur Saiye(^ 
Muazzamuddin Hosain gives us no protection in this respect. There is 
no tangible way of finding out whether the opinion of the Commissioner 
of Police has been given or wdiether it is the opinion of somebody sub- 
ordinate to the (hmmissioner of Police. Therefore, if such an amend- 
me^nt is to be acce])ted at all, it should be accepted in a form which gives 
members of the public sufficient guarantee that' their rights would not 
be interfered with in that manner. 

There is only ojie other point which T want to make, before I con- 
rhule. It isfthis^^ The llon’hb* Home Minister was pleased to state 
that the definition «f “public meeting” does not apply to the meetings 
of political parties and that ,.thc ])olice will not interfere with the 
meetings of tin* jmlitieal parties. But, Sir, it is the experiejnee not 
only in this coiintrycbut in other countries also that assurances which 
are given in the House have no value whatsoever as against .the 
explicit word of the. law which is acted upon. I think, hon’ble members 
of this House wdll remember that time and again in the* British Parlia- 
ment assurances have been given with ^regard to a particular act, that 
that act will be operated in a way wjiich will not be harsh, operated in 
a way which will not go against certain claims of the representatives of 
the people, fend in certain cases on the ground of these assurances Bills 
have been allowed to he passed into Acts. Bht after they became Acts, 
tbay have been used in a way which went directly against the, assurances 
which were given on the floor of the House. Those hon’ble members 
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who, are familiar with the history of the British Parliament from 1890 
to 1916/ will know that Irish Bill after Irish Bill was passed. What’ 
happened? The Bills were often brought up in a most drastic* ’form. 
Assurances were given by the Government on the floor of the House that 
these Bills would be inter^^reted in a^liberal manner and wlien actually 
the Bills came into operation, when they were executed in Ireland these 
Bills were in terpreler\ according <o the letter of the law. Therefore, Sir, 
what tjuarantee is there that in spite of the assurances of the Hon’bld 
Home Minister, “public meeting” will not refe,^ to. meeting of political 
parties or of associations? What guarantee is there tliSt this law, 
if it is enacted, will give that ])rotection whicdi is necessary for politi(*al 
parties if they are to carry on their activities in the* manner iliey judge 
best in the interest of the country? * 

In view of the facts statejl hy me, I have no option bj5t to oppose the- 
amendment moved by my friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamiiddin 
Ho'^in. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I’he hon’ble member who has- 
just spoken made out a ca’se for moving an amendment to the amend- 
ment i)laced before the House by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain. The (hair has already/ explained the reas^ons why no new 
• amendment in regard to which the* Governor’s previous sanction has not 
been obtained, as required under section 108 of the Government of India 
Act, cannot be allowed to he moved, if, however, the House generally 
approves and the Hon’ble Home Minister agrees, then the whole matter 
can be postponed for a da> and the permission of His Excellency the 
(h pernor may be sought in the meantime. 1 tfiink there is a nndion 
of T)r. Mookerji for deletion of the paragraphs entitled “hixplanation’\ 
If that is acceptable to the House, the definition of “])ublic m(‘(‘ti]ig” to 
which objection is being taken by the Op])osition may disa])])(*a]‘. If I 
find that there is gener/al agreement, in the House and the Hdn’.ble- 
Minister has not much objection, then further discussion on tliat parti- 
cular amendment may be pul off for the next day. 

^ .> 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Si/, the point is this. If 
it* were possible to accept this amendment, I would have had no 
objection, but I do not think, Sir, that this amendment is of such 
importance as has been made, out by the previous .s])eakei*s. To 
begin with, it makes no differpnee, 1 think, whether it is in writing or 
• as it has been provided in the ^amendment. Because if a man goes 
there, he goes on the responsibility of the (Commissioner of Police. It 
does not in .any way alter the situation whether the ( Idlnmissioner of 
Police has given that order in writing or verbally. In the clause as it 
stands, if there has been any abuse, the. person* responsible will be 
the Cemmissioner of Police and not his subordinate officer. I do not 
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see*how the thin^; changes one iota by adding the words ‘4n writing’*. 
^Ihe danse as it stands, — I am speaking subject to what the legal 
experts of this House may say, I mean tliosf who are mi^mbers, — the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, is responsible for it. Even if the 
Officers have gone in without his permission, \hen the Commissioner of 
Police is responsible, ^and in any case, then it becomes the duty of the 
Commissioner of Police to take disciplinary actiont against his officers; 
but as far as the addition of the word “in writing” is concerned, , it does 
not make any difference. 

•' r 

Then, Sir, the most important thing, in the whole of Mr. Humayun 

Eabir’s speech is the example of the incident that he has referred to as 
showing tfie danger of this Bill. Now, I would like to point out to this 
House that this is the sort of way in which the House and the public 
are misled. The incident referred to, gamely, the meeting of the 
Muslim League where the PoKce went in, has nothing whatsoever to 
'do with the provisif^n of this clause. The Police tlfere went in, because 
there was rioting going on or assault going on in the meeting, and they 
went in there, to protect the^ people who were there. They went in 
because some people — there is no use of Mr.* Kabir shaking his head — 
the Police went there because some people outside represented to the 
Police that the djjors have" been locked, in, nobody is allowed to enter, 
and there are some men belonging to their party who are being 
assaulted. On this representation from some responsible people the 
police went in. It makes no difference 'whether this Bill is passed 
into an Act or not. In similar circumstances, if the Police are satisfied 
that pe()])le ai-e being assaulted within locked doors, they have got the 
riglfl and they will have the right to go in and try to protect those who 
are being a.^^aulted. So, the example which has been given by 
Mr. Kabir is absolutely incorrect. It has nothing whatsoever to do 
with this Bill. Here the Bill only provides that where there is a public 
meeting being, 'held^ there the Police will have* the right of entry for 
the purpose of re])or^ing^and nolhing else. 

Now, about the question ofr political parties. I never said that 
as far as this Bill is concerned if it is a meeting of ‘a ])olitical- party 
or this or that, the Pfdice cannot go in. What I said is that public 
meeting is different from a private meeting. Tn cases of priva1;e 
meetings, the Polite will not go. This clause is not intended for 
private meeting/s, and we have widened the definition ' of public 
meeting in order to meet any one jvho tries to get round the 
Act by means of subterfuge such as admisison to a meeting which is 
really intended to be a public meeting, but they simply give the colour 
of its being a meeting and thereby prevent the Police from going 

in. As I have repeatedly said in this House, for six years during the 
most trouhlescfine time,— -mark you, that is to say from 1932-1936, 
when practically the dpi Disobedience IVJ^ovement had not subsided, 
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when terrorism was at its heio-hl — thiw« provision was in full fo'sce, 
aiul* there is not a single instance which anyone c‘ 4 n cite where thi& 
power has heen ahused. Then why is thai feai\^hut this power ^in the 
future will he ahused ? 


Mft LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Because ihal situation does not exist 
now. * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: JJmt is no jjjpl.v io what 
I 'hui speakiu". It has been tried, it has ])een experimented tor six 
years and nobody had any cause for complaint. Unfortunately, thia 
question would not have arisen but for the wa,\ in whicdj some people 
have behaved at some of the public meetings, and tlierefore Oovern- 
inent have to provide this c^lause. Some of tliem trierl to stop the 
Police from entering j)ublic meetings. That is the only reason for wliic'h 
this has been done. ^You liave had this for six years during troublesome 
time when" there might have been ample opportunities for Police to 
enter private meetings. Nobody has come forward witli the complaint 
that the Police have entered into a private meeting or any meeting 
which you eojisider objectionable for the Pcdice to liave gone into. I 
said, you have had this Bill l)efore the House for the last five days; you 
^•are discussijig it and 1 have iold you, cite me one instance during 
the year 1932-1938 where Polic(* have entered any private meeting, or 
any private house, gone anywhere wliere they should not have gone^ 
according to this clause. 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI* If it was inoperative, why have 
it? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; It WHS inoperative 
because the power was there. But 1 Want the pov.ers sd that w'e may 
go to any public meeting and it i» not with the idea of entering 
private meetings that we seek this poT^^er. The leason why the Gov- 
ernment is prepaied to accept the amendment of Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain is this. Here, we make A high officer like the 
Commissioner of Police respon.sihle, that w'here he in his opinion 
thinks iliat it is necessary to send the Police there; the Police will be 
sent. So I hope the hon’ble members wdll support fhis amendment. 
Government are prepared to accept it just to meet the wishes of tho 
members of this House. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it will not he possible for us to 
accept the amendment unless the Explanation is dn^ppod., for the .sting 
is in the tail 6f clause 2. In giving a definition of “public meeting,**' 
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it has been stated for the purposes of the section “that a'public meeting 
'is any meeting which is open to the public or any class or portion of 
the p*ublic and a meeting may be a public meeting notwithstanding 
that it is held in a private place and notwi'rhstanding t!iat admission 
thereto is rt^s trie ted by ticket oit otherwise .c’ This, Sir, is the most 
objectionable part of the whole Bill. Now, if a meeting were held in 
a private place, then, even in spite of the fact that this amen/lnieiit 
is added to clause (2), then the Commissioner* of Police will ' be 
empowered! and will have the right, to send his subordinates to that 
meeting to ‘poke their noses there and to take notes, and whether they 
Teport correctly or misreport, that wotild amount to interference with 
the civil rights of the people. Therefore, as long as the explanation 
stands where it' is, this amendnmnt cannot l)e accepted at all by this 
side of the ffpuse. 

Mfi KADER BAK8H: Sir, T support the motion of Khan Balmdur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain*' on the following grounds. Tt ha^s been 
said that it will bring in liardship as it is going to give the police 
Teporters the right of entering a private house.. Sir, the House forgets 
that the Commissioner of Police has been given the powers of a first 
•class Magistrate^ He is ‘a reaponsib[e police officer and he does not 
gain anything by sending a police ..reporter where a meeting is beinj^, 
held in a private house between the husband and the wife and their 
children. There is absolutely no reason for him to send his men to 
keep records of such things and invade private houses for the purpose 
of knowing what is going on in private associations or among members 
•of^bertain political parties. Everybody knows^ fully well the meaning 
of the worjl ‘^public”, and that tliere must be^ a distinction between 
what is public and w'hat is private. We understand that and every- 
body understands that. So, tliere is no danger of any police officer 
beiiig allowe(\‘by t^ie Commissioner of Police tp invade a private house, 
if there is no danger of^a public meeting being held under the shadow 
of a private house. Then, again, there is a danger in declaring an 
area as a “proclaimed” area under this sub-section,^ because that wull 
give an opportunity jo the agitators of the country to stir up all sorts 
of agitation. Sir, why should they declare an area a proclaimed area, 
and bring the place under the operation of the Act for a period of 0 
months, so that nobody will be allowed to hold any meeting? The 
Government’s bhject is not to “proclaim” any area, prohibiting the 
public from holding any meeting. Scf, if a private meeting is really 
a private meeting and nothing wrong is being conducted there, I do 
not see whe-t objection can there be if the police is allowed to go to a 
meeting to have a record made of the proceedings there in order to see 
what is going; on. , With these words. Sir, I support the motion of Khan 
JBahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I place the am end men fc before the 
House, I want to say that I aiigi still copsiderin^r tlie point raised 
by Mr. Humaynn Kabir about moving? an amendment to tliis amend- 
ment and I would like to' i^onsult the J^eaders of tlie different pronps 
in that connection. If tljey^re all agreed, or if most of tliein agree, 
then only this small matter may be put off till to-morrow pending the 
sanction of His Excellency the Governor. I would like to hear the 
opinion, of Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur. ])oe.> the hon’ble 
member think that this proposed amendment to the amendment of the 
•Khan Bahadur is so important that consideration of this ‘'clause may 
be postponed pending the Governor’s sanction to this amendment h* 

Rai KESHAB CHANDRA BANERilEE Bahadur: Sir, so far as 
our party is concerned, we have no objection to this anivnidmeiit being 
moved. ‘ 

l^r. PRESIDENT: What is your opinion, Sir Edward Benthall!^ 
I wanl to have your view as to whether this amJpiidment to tlie amend- 
ment of Khan Baliadiir Saiyed Mnazzamuddin Ilosain suggested by 
Mr. Jlumayun Kabir, to tin* effect that the words “to be recorded 
in writing by the Commissioner of Police” be added to the original 
•amendment, is important enough to justify this mStter being jiost- 
poned till to-morrow, in the .meantime asking for the sanction of 
His Excellency the Governor. 

Sir EDWARD Ci BE NTH ALL: Sir, tlie attitude of my party is 
that we have^no objection to the amendment, but we hardly think that 
it is of such importance as to justify postponement of the discussion 
of tliis question till to-morrow. Is it not possible to obtain that sam*- 
tion to-day? I believe, Sir, it is possible to do these things by 
telephone. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 1 have coriMilted the I/onie Minister. He says 
that he will not be in a ]) 08 ition to secure sanction to dins amendment 
during the course of to-day. *So, we must wait till to-morrow. 

Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, what is your opinion? 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: We think, Sir, it is better 
that the amendment proposed by Mr. Kabir should be considered by 
the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 find fhat there is unanimity among the 
leaders of all the groups, fhat the matter should be postponed to-day 
pending the Governor’s sanction to Mr. Kabir ’s amendment. So I 
shall not put the motion before the House to-day. 
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, Dr. RADHA KUKUD MOOKERJI: Sir, 1 beg fo move that in 
clauses 2 and 3 of the Bill, each of the paragraphs headed “Explana- 
tion*^, appearing .at the end of the proposed sections 62D and 39D 
respectively, be omitted. * 

Sir, in view of tlie Government’s desire for expedition of this 
measure, I am tryiliig to help them so that they may expeditiously 
pass this measure. Now, Sir, I think that aK controversy will be 
very much reduced if the matter of contention which is embodied in 
the Explapation,— th^ whole paragraph — is deleted. In support^ of 
this amendment I want to say this that, really, the Explanation has 
hardly any place in .this Bill which can be justified. The intention 
of the Bill is quite clear, and gives an additional argument as to why 
this Explanations, is rendere<l nugatory^ My other reason is this; 1 
am giving the Government an opportuni^^ to rise superior to the level 
of progress embodied in the *Acis of 1907 and 1911. Eet them show 
that in 1939 thete has been considerable political progress ma^fe i^^ 
Bengal as a result of which till these mediseval measures of desrpotism 
which, suited, the conditioiw of 1907 and 1911— all these mediaeval 
measures — are entirel,y out of plat; ‘ in nfodern Bengal. I therefore 
say that the Explanation goe».' mudh further than the, purpose men- 
tioned in the Preamble. ’ If the obja^-t of this measure is simply the 
rectification of a supposed omission on the part of a previous Govern-* 
ment, in that the last measure . omitti-d to include the Commissioner 
of Police as one of the authorities who can cause repoits of public 
meeting to be taken — if the object of this measure is so simple and 
limited, namely, the rectification of an error on the part of the then 
GcTvernment, if this object is so simple and limited in its scope, then 
I do not sqe any reason why there is needed an elaborate Explanation 
raising so many points of controversy regarding the very foundations 
of our civil liberty, and in some respects I feel that some of the 
words of the/ Exolanatioii contradict the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons with wliiqb this measure has been brought forward. The 
Explanation is not quHe in keeping with, the limited scope of the 
Statement of " Objects and* Reasons. The pl^in Statement of 
Objects and Reason^ is that its object is simply the rectification of 
an error which was made hy oversight. It is not very compli- 
mentary to th® Government concerned, but granting for the sake of 
argument that tAe present Government are right dn . accusing a 
previous GoveVnment of this erjor* of oversight in an important 
respect, even granting ihat, I shoAld say that the Explanation 
ti'avels very much beyond Ihe limiis of the Statement of Objects 
and Reasonsi. Therefore on these grounds, firstly, on the ground that 
the Explanation runs counter to, or rather goes beyond, the limits of 
the Statement oi Objects and Reasons, and secondly* because it 
introduces words whicli bristle with controversies, as -has already been 
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testified in an ample measure beiore this mnise, on the g;roun(l® ot 
these two arguments, I do hope that the lion’lde Uoilie Minister 
will once more show som\^' of his sweet leusoiuildetiess — of whitdi ’lie has 
such an ahundant fund — by aj»ivein<'- to dio]» this Kx]>lanation and 
delefin**’ it entirely, so as Uf* std, our threaiemul lilH*riies on a sound 
fonndation. i timrefore ho])e tltat then* should , not he any object ion 
oii^ 'iTie part of ou^ ctdlea^'ues at h*ast, all of whose liberties are 
tlireatened by this Hill. 1 hope iluit tlu're will he a unaniinify of 
opinion 'in favoui' of tliis siniph* proj>osal ol mine t liat the K\i)lanaiion 
i? not called for, and that it is not t onsistent witli iiie vSiatmneni of 
Objects and lU^asons on ilie basis of which tliis Hill has been intro- 
duced. lict tin* Hill be confined striitls in its scojie to rectification 
of tin* (*rror which r(‘ci ificat ion will simply mean that we add the 
(lominissioner ot Police as one oi the a<j^(*nls who wili be authorised 
to cause re]ioi*ts of ])ublic nU‘ctini»s to bp. taken. Now, as regards some 
of^the words of tic* K\])lanation to which «.» lave pibjecl ion has been 
taken, 1 just quote tlie words onl\ to how how jialjvably absui'd and 
how veiy subversive and danjjt'crous the.'^i* words art* to our libt*rties. 
Idle first •tiling’ is this; j\ public m(*ctin} 4 ‘ may bt* h(‘ld in a private 
plact* — what a, wondtulul lo^ic ha; bct'ii^^in V(‘nlcd by tlu* fertile ima^ina- 
•tion of the Home Minister! He sa>s cat(‘ 0 ()rically that a jmblic- 
meeting" may lu* ht'ld in a, private ])lace. 1 do not kiiow, Sir, whether 
th(*re can be any “private-public” mi‘t‘tin” ! Sir, tin* ( lovernment. ou»*ht 
to have a new diid ionary to covt‘r up all tht'st* inconsistencies, ddiere 
is rt'tiuired a dictionai’y of inconsistencies in ord(‘r to enabh* us to 
undeistand the full imi>ort of this stran^^t* Kxjilanation. So, this is 
the first princi])le laid^ dowji in the Kxplanation that a jiublit* meetin^j; 
can be hi‘ld in a private ])lace, or that then* may hi* s(*ciet ])ubli(: 
meetiii}^'. Sir, 1 do not know to what lenp;ths, to what absurd lenj»’ths 
the fertile ima«.^ination of tin* law-^^ivers of this country can I 
Another point is that a “pulilic meetinj^' is a meeting;- which is*oj)en 
to the public, or any class or ])orlion of tin* ])ublic'. ^incllidin^^' no doubt 
the Jldrcni and the Zenana, becausj* th(*y an* iilso a ])ortioii of the 
])uhlic. They are human beings and tln*n‘fore you cannot exedude 
them ’from the ])uivicw of this Kxplanation. So, if you cast your net 
so wide, 1 am afraid the jioor innocent citizens ’of the Harem and the 
Zenana, they also will be caught in the net. Why do you say that 
a publi(* meejino- is “any meeting- wdiich is open u) the jiublic or any 
class or portion of the public”!^ I should, like to have a rational 
explanation of this. 

(At this sta<.»:e the President retired and Sir Edward C. Henthal 
took the Chair.) 

I have shown the Government a di«:nified way out. I want to 
lift them out ot their reactionary tendencies; they art? riding for a 
fall. ySo, pray do not reproduce the obsolete words of an obsolete 
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pitco of le^^risfatioii, — Sie nioditoval weaiions of barbarism. I)o^ not 
revive tboffe weapons |pr purposes of modern life and progress. Sir, 

1 ain not here speaking as a ]>arly man at all, I am appealing 1o llie 
poHti(*al eonseiousness of this House whie\i is exiiected to show a 
higher standard and a keenei- f-fmsideral ior# for the coiiimon liberty 
of all the eitiztms. ,Ckin you really justify this strange definition of a 
“publie meeting”, namely, “tliat a m(‘eting wilM)e a piiblie meeting 
if it is attended by any <*lass or portion of the |)ublie”!^ Wln*re is tfie 
limit that 'you lay down, 1 do not undeisland. Sir, the otliei* day 
in rej)ly t(/ one of my qii(*ri(‘s th(‘ Ilon’bh^ Minisliu* was pleased Tu) 
admit that a party nuading wdll not be called a ])ublic, meeting. But 
1 find from the (hdinTtion that has been giv(m that, althoug'fi it has 
been admit b'd in reply to niy (puLstion that a party meeting 
is not to 'lie regard<‘d as a ])uldi(t nu*eting for purj)oses of 
police re])orting, yet what fh(\ law lays (htwn is tiiat a jinblic nu'cting 
may be any meeyng which is opeui to lln^ ])ul/li(‘ or any class or 
portion of tlie ])nblie. 

I should say that this |V)rti(m vill inclu(l(‘ also th(‘ ladies ami 
women. ^riuMefort* lad-M‘s’ ni(*eting ean also, he invailed by the Police 
])eo|)l(‘. Now if the adniissioi*^ to st ch a mo(‘ling held by a portion 
oi th<^ public, lield by the ladies, if there is any such meeting held by 
the ladies in the ])i‘ivacy of tludr lujmes, if any such meeting has its* 
admission confined only to invite(*s wlm are formally invitenl by^ letter 
or hy ticket, even that also will not jirevent such a meeding from being 
regard(*d as a jniblic meeting if it ajqu'ars to b(‘ a jiiiblie meeting in 
tlie individual judgimmt of the (Commissioner of Police. We have 
heard a good deal about the individual judgment rese;rved to His 
Exeellency the (Governor, but 1 did not think that the s])lier<‘ of 
individual judgnuMit whicdi the (Constitution reserves to the (Tovernor, 
that sphere will also inclmb* that to be r(‘S(4'V(‘d Tor the Police and that 
the Polic(* will' be entitled by our opinion, by oui' constmt to a sphere of 
his own individua‘i‘‘'t)u<1j^‘i‘*<‘*'f* ^f i>' individual judgment of th(‘ 
CommissioiHU’ of Police a meeting is to b(‘ calhnl a ])ublic m(‘eting, it 
will be liable to- b(' re])orted by* how and what procmlure? By an in- 
vasion of the Police ])(‘0])1(' into the ])i‘iva.t(‘ ]>lacei^ T do not think that 
there is any limit to the (*xcesses to which tlie Ihdice are liable on 
account of tlieir past ant(*c(‘dents, and tlierefoie I say that on these 
grounds whic.h really are not (piite in keeping with the,, Statement of 
Objects and lUasons, on ac<*ount of all these grounds t say tiiis 
Explanation is absolubdy sujierlluous and uncalled for, and it should 
be deleted. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Sir Edward Benthall): Amen d rn en t moved 
that in clauses 2 and d of the Bill each of the paragrajihs headed 
“Explanation’'*, a])pearing at the end of the projiosed sections ()2D and 
respe(‘tively, be oiUjitted. 
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khan Bahadur .Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: 

<K^l Wd U*K ThBnC,<1‘^ 

oirw c^h r<i<i< ^ C5.c«yi^<i ^ 

RR 5CK ^,- — ^ <k^t ^ ^ 

c^ 'iKUi CH«nR C5(^ rr cic^ira T<<t^c^ 

to \^'C^'SIVKR<( HTOifT ‘C«(pf^' M=r w ^\ 

^ CTO =^15 ^. CTO to ^IT^v STO«t TO C^«(TC^ ^ CTO. 

5rrc^, TO TO ^ ^ f^c’d^ fKTO, c^.5i$: 

• s^HTO CTO5 TOiT^ r^C'tiS^ fe? TOC^ I H,,'j)'ii\ <51^ Rc^ fd*=TO rT«t1^ ’(;;;?5rc*ra 
C^, C^ CTO( W5 n»$ 4I<R ’^KoI C^'Q?n‘ 5,t^C^ l^l^^ tt?Cil ^’l['3<t'4 ^’TR TO[ 51^ ’TTiR? 
<s[^ \[su:^[< TOCR c^nro to^tt c^, -fiTOd 

C^TCffrflC^ C^, “TO Bciij?a.1 T\)li(;(‘ TOT^ f’tTO * TOC^ 

<3 cd*r c^c^ Rcctc'j) ct?(cci TO^” I 5 t^0'iIn c^ I'&R^ c^ 5 =p^kr ®n<[ c<^l 
R^acTOR, cd^ a^tTOR STC<T^ a;;fctTO?, c^''3?n' srratwdri 

h^'Sii^n 5t^c^<r 2dTO^ cr:^ to^ ®n1x c^rcii to i”- • 

* * » 

• 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Mi’. PrcsidcMii, Sir, T would llki' to suy#ii low 
wor^ls i)ii ilio mol ion luov^d 1)> uiy lionlilo fn’iMids, Mr. I\al>ir and 
Dr. Mookorji. Sir, liis cloqucMiK |)(‘ro\ 4 yLiiuii lias not .(‘onvincod mo. 
Tl ajipoars lo mo tlial 1 }k‘ omission of' flii*s l^].\])]ai|al ion will main* 
•matlors worso. If llio liisf ooiliim of ilio (dauso is passod, and ilio 
C^mnuissionor of Dolioo is ^ivim wddo jiowius, and IIkoc' is no di'tini- 
lion of jniblio mooting*, if will <»*iT.(‘ riso lo diffioulf i('s and ilioro may bo 
siM’ios of liti^'aiion io infiu’jind flu' words “public nioolin;^”, wliicli is 
tiof, (b'sirablo. Secondly, flic (Vmrt ^^ill liavc fo find on I Avliai is flic 
incaninn* of ‘/public mcjf'lin^’” ami flu' (!ourt will easily find flu' nOi‘cs- 
sary dcfinifioii in flic Sedifious Mcidin^s Act, 11)11. This J^lxplanaf ion 
is also faken from fliat. Tin* (bdinifion is also ‘^iven in Scidion cS of 
fli(' Public Sccurify A cl, ID-VJ, Avliicb Ii as <'\pir(‘d n'cmillv. So, if- 
^^ill j^ivc I’isc lo sonic .dillinilly. If Jin* ]'‘arn('(l ynoviV ai’ccpls Iju' 
first (daus(‘, there is no reason for flu* omissiun oPTIk' “ Mxplaiial ion 
porfion. T do not say fhaf Mic h]\pIanal!on is an idcsil om‘, or that if- is 
wilboul d(‘{ccl, bul ni\ <mlv ai-^uiu'cnf *is fhal ii will biakc fhi^ matter 
worse.’ It will nof inijiiovc IIk* Bill in an\ wa^'. So, T oppurc fhis 
amendment. 

The Mon’bje Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sii^ in Ihc absence of 
(he Ilon’blc Home Mlnisf(*r, prubaps flu* IItjusc \\ifl [x'linil nM‘ !•> 
ofltu’ a few commenfs on f he* cloijiicnt speech made* by Ihc hon’blr 
iannb’r of IIh' Ojijiosilion. ID* lias allowed his ima^’iiialion fo run riol, 
even lo the extent ol invadiii'i* Ihc Inirvin and Ihc zc'^nna. Bul I 
M'oiild like to’ j)oint out to the hon’ble niemb(‘r and the nu'mlK'rs of 


*An authorised EiigJnh translation of thuj TJonguIi npeceij will ho fouti’d in the 
Appendij^. 
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thk House that the Coiiunissioner of Police who .is 'fo judge as to 
'whether there is a public ipecliiig not, is possjbly^oife of the hiost 
impoftant and most resiionsible officers of the ‘Orow'ii, ^ and wc can 
certainly rcdy upon his judgiiieni and his discretion that. he will not 
abuse the powers whicli are proiifjsed to l)efg‘iven lo liini under this 
amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs Is he respoiisifile -to the Ministry? 

^ f. ■ 

The Hon’ble Mr. ^H. S. SUHRAWARDY; Undoubtedly; ^11^ 
officers of the Crown are responsible tfi I he Ministry. A responsible 
I>erHon (xamjiying tln^ position of 11 h‘ Coinniissioner of Police may lie 
credited with a certain degret' of foresight, knowledge and responsihi- 
lity which wHl ])r(‘vent him from abusing th(' jiowers with which ho is 
going to be inV(‘st»ed. Then* is not the .-Higlitesl sngg4‘stion whatso- 
ever that it is proposed to invade a marriage cen‘mon,> 

o f 

Dr. RADHA KUMiUD MOOKERJI: Is it ruled out hyVvour 
wordiifg? That is the jioint.* 

The Hon’bic Mr. H. S. Sli?IRAWARDY: The question is not as 
to what is ruled in ami what is not ruled out. The ]>oinl is this; if you^ 
do not put it in, that is to say, “any class or* portion of the jmhlic.”, ^ 
will certain niei‘tings supposial to he* coiifiiK'd to a e{‘rtain class lx* 
ruled out or not, which it is m'cessaiN for us lo got information about. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; Cla ss may mean caste. 

• 

The Hop’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Por inslam e, there 
may he a im’cting which is amioiimxMl lo he (*onfim*d only to those 
who profess (Vuuimmism, I hat is to say, In a eerlaiu elas.s of the public, 
a ‘Certain elas^^ who profcstc (^)nnuuuisul ' AVould you say umlei' 

the eireunistauees,.. wipild tin* (\)ngress Ministries in their own 
provinces say that if rabid eonpuuiiists wme to meet, togethm* for the 
purpose of hatehing a revolution ami a ])lot, the ])oli/‘e or the govern- 
ment should not lx*t made aware of their intentions and of their 
conspiracies « 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI; If it is a castV* meeting? 

The Hon-ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; The point is not as to 

what is ruled out or what is ruled in. The point is this, that if you 
exclude this,*'will certain kinds of meetings which ought to come under 
the investigation of (lovernment, he excluded or not. As I say, you 
may include many ‘things. If you want lo exercise your imagination, 
you may say that a meeting of babies in their creches come under this 
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class’ or portion tli-e public. Suppose a baby is a prodlg:;^ and issue's 
a notification ^bstt all babies on Uie various ])iibli(^ cre(*hes should 
meet together in* a “ particular jdace for tlie juiipose of protewiing 
against the ipanner in whitli they are bathed t»y tlie nurses or some- 
thing to that effect ; it is ylearly obvjious tliat even if a meeting like 
that was called, it comes strictly under tlie definition of tin's Explana- 
tion. •.Tlj.g Commissioner of Police is not going*to ])ut himself out 
for Hhe purjiose of seeding a heiid constabh* or anything of that kind 
in order tp investigate as to what the babies are saying* in thWr creches. 

is why 1 say, tin* (juestion is not what is *i*uli‘d out,. .The point 
•s tins, if that is not put in, will -certain kinds of nn,‘etings whiidi ought 
to be investigated, be excluded or not, and wv ore not ])r(*])ared to take 
ihe risk of excluding meetings of an\ class or portion of (he publii^ 

As regards my friend, Khan llahadur Manlvi Mohamnlcd Ibrahim, 
1 would request him plcasi' .ioi to bring in again this ridigious issue. 
Ma^ 1 tell him when hi* talks about head constable's lu‘ing pi'rniittcd 
to • ifttend Jumma congregations deputed by the ** Coninilssioner of 
Police^^ 

Mfi'LALIT CHANDRA DAS:^ Khan liahadur doi's not under- 
stand English. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: He understands 
perfectly well. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS, No, Ik* is lookin g vacant. 

[At this s^agi* Mr. I^ivsident returned to the* ('hair.] 

ThG Hon’blc Mr, H, S, SUHRAWARDYs You do undi'island, 
don't vui Khan Pahadur!’' Hi* understands it possihl\ much b(‘lter 
than c(*rtain nieinb(*js ot^ thi* Opposit iiui. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS Order, »)rdc*r. 

The Hon’ble 'Mr, H. S, SUHRAWakdy: As Khan Pahadur 

knows his ri'ligiim ver\ well, he must know that then* is no hindrance 
at *all to anybody whether he is a head constable or npt, to go 

Mr, NARENDRA CHANDRA DATTA; Khan' Pahadur is 
icquesting the Hon’bh* Minist(*r'io speak in P(‘nga1i. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, S, SUHRAWARDY; Shall J speak in 

Bengali, Sir? ' # 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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.The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: wre 

=nt, «il5T? Commissioner of Police 

r . 

constable ^ ‘ Head cons^iblO ^ ^ \ 

V?m ^ Commissioner of Police Head 'constable i5l?[ 

wr ^ ^ c^<rn:^ <nHi Khan 

iftlRT Cg l U ^ Police tot, «ITW Pplice 

.■^STOT =0" I Head constable ^ I 

il<nR TOfir «ilW[ ^ 5f^r< most responsible offioei’ 

^rrC^«WiT TOiTT 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The H on’blc Minister must now speak in 

J<bi^‘lisb, as KiiKlisb is the lanf»-uag4> of the House. I gave liini a 

s])e(*ial conci^s^sion *io sjxnik in Hengali ‘for the. eonvenienee of Khan 

llabadur Maulvi Md. Jbraliim, but now lij must speak in English. 

• # 

Th 0 Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: j. tuu u* 

you for liaving come to my /escue. As 1 was <^xplaining to tlie Khan 
r*aha(fur, lie should noj. 1 k' at all anxious tl^at the ])rivak' and religious 
rights of jiersons will be undi^l^' invl^ded if this Bill is passed into law. 
And J do ho])e that the hoirble members in the Opposition will realise 
that th(*re is reiflly no reason for their ajiprehension of the likelihood 
of any abuse of ])ower in this maitcu*, {^nd that we (am trust our ofiieers 
in their individual judgment. Ev(‘ry single administrative ofti(‘er has 
got to (‘X<'r(*is(‘ his individual judgment. Had he not had such 
individual judgment, lie would not hav(‘ bei*n aide to carry tlnough 
hiii duties for one single day, jiarticularly a Police OHice^’ or a Magis- 
trate. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: But why give him these 
added duties ^ 

The Hon’ble MK H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We are not going to 
giv(‘ liini added duties, lie* Ifiis individual judgment but he lias nol 
power to entei* into certain meetings. There are meetings froifi wliii'h 
tli(' autlioritics and tfi(‘ officials are excluded and deliberately excluded, 
and it is ])ropi'r that in the interest of ])eace and in the interest of 
()rd(‘r which 1 am *|)ei fectly (‘ertain hon’bh' members of^the Hp])nsition 
also ih'sire shoidd be pieserved in this province, the ])olice sliould have 
tlie power, as tin* guardians of T#aw and* Order, to (diserve what is going 
on. Tf the mentality of tin; membtu’s is such that the police is not 
g(*ing to be considered the guardian of Law and Order, if the mentality 
of th(^ hon’bVi members is such that the policfi is inimical to the ])eople, 

♦An .authoriM English translation of this Bengali speech . will 'be femnd in the 
Appendix. 
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if th^y Icoiisider tlieiiruk polsoiis wlio aiv out to l)ivi»k T^aw and 
ratUipX {Kan presoivo it, tlien (vrtattly I caft iindt'rsiand tlu' oKj<i<dion 
of the lioii'l)itt nieniliers ojj ilu* Opjiosiiion. Btii if ilu‘\ (‘onsiilcr tlial 
llie pol]<'e afe p(‘rsoiis who arc* invt‘sti‘d wiOi iho.ii^ln id pi \ 
])eac*e and to soo llial iin ufit(f\vard ovonts }iaj)]M‘n, as would niidouKtt'd- 
ly happen on voitain occasions, jlicn (he j)oli< should he invested 
witli-tlie pow(‘r> of to these nie‘<‘tin»»-s ainl If possible id“ nlppinj’'. 

iiny*niijfchiei in the hud before it assiini(‘s stnious propoit ion\. 

Vffr. PRESIDENT: sir Niizi»iHi<liliii, iId >1111 waul lo sa,\ aii.vlliiii}^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sjr, I Ipive nolhin^’ 
further to add. 

I^r. president'; 'rin* (|ues(ion liefor<' the Tl^mse is thal in 
clafises 2 an^l 3 of tin* Hill, each (d' the ]fjn'a<»Taphs h(‘ad(Ml “Kxpla na- 
tion”, a])j)earin^»; at t)ie end oT the proppsinl sections (121) aioi ‘IdD 
iesi)ect ively, l)e omit t<'d. . » 

Tlu‘ ITous(* divided : — 


Rai Bahadur Keihab Chandra Banerjee. 
Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Boss. 

Mr. Shrith Chandra Chakravarti. 

Mr. Moazzamali Choudhury. 

Mr. Laiit Chandra Dai. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

Mr. Nartndra Chandra Datta. 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

Mr. Kanai Lai Goswami. 


AVer - 18 . 

• 

Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Narath Nath Mooktrjie. 

Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji 

Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra Mukhorji. 

Mr. Ranajit Pai Choudhury. 

Mr. H. P. Poddar. , 

Mr. Sachindra Narayan Sanyal. 

Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Son. 


NOES— 19. 

Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muanamuddin Hotain. 
Mr.^atafat Hoiiain. • 

Khan Bahadur Syod Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 
Khan Bahadur Muluimmad Aiaf Khan. 

Khan Sahib Subidaii Moiia. 

Bosum Hamida Momin. 

Khan Bahadur Ataur RahanAn. 

Mr. Mukhlotur Rahmufi. 

Rai Bahadur Radhiea Bhusi^ Roy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The- ilousv lias divided: for tlie motion JS, 
against the motion 18. So, there is a tie and the Chair will now have 
to fi'ive its casting* vote. * 

The Parliamentary convention is that tlie Chair should cast its 
vote in such a jnaniier as maintain the status quo, A‘S the. Rill 
under discussion is a new piece of legislation yhich seeks to confer 


Mr. Moibahuddin Ahmod. 

Mr. Nur Ahmod. 

Mr. kador B^ksh. 

Sir Edward C. Bonthall. 

Khan Bahadur Rozzaqul Haidor Chowdhury. 
Mr. D^J. Cohan. 

Mrs. K. D’Roiario. 

Mr. R. W. k* Fqreuton. 

Nawabzada Kamriiddin Naider. 
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powers on the Coni mi ssi oner of Police, Calcutta, riot enjoyed by him 
under any existiiip’ law, the Chai rethinks that the ntaUis quo would be 
maintained if the amendment of Dr. Mooketrji is carried* 

Tlic CUiair, therefore, casts dis Vf)le for ilie am^ridment and the 
result is tliat Die amendment is curried. 

V * 

((.heejs and apjdause from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. ifUMAYUN KABIR; Sir, T heli(‘ve that as a result * of the 
abolition of the KxpJiination, my amt^ndinent on the Exp lanatioir does 
not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, it is not necessary. 

I now adjourn the TTouse till ‘i-15 jj.m. to-morrow. 

^Adjournment. 

Th(‘ Council then' adjourned ti^l ]hin. on W(‘dnesday, the 

Ifith Mai'ch, 
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Members^absent:, 

• .'The following members were absent frohi the meeting held on the 
14th March, 1939.: — 

(^) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

*(2)i.,Dr. Arabinda^Barua. 

(3) 'Mr. Hiimayun Reza Chowdlmry. 

(4) Khan Baliadiir S. Fazal piialii. 

(5) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Mnbanimad Esinail. 

(6) Mr. Mohammad Hossiiin. 

:,(7y Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim. 

'■(S) Maulana Muhammad Akram Klian. 

\ 9 ) Mr^ T. Lamb. 

( 10 ) Mr. J. McFarlane, 

1^11) Kli an Bahadur Kaz\ Abdur Rashid. 

(12) Mr. Kagendra Narayan Ro}. 

(13) Maharaja Sir kanmatha-Nath Ray ChWdhury^of Santoah. 

^14) Rai Sahib Indu Bluisan Safker. 

(15) Khan Bahadur M. Shumsuzzoh’a . 

(IG) Rai Surendra Karaj^an Sinha Bahadur. 


B. Gl Pres8-^1980?1O^25A— 760. 




.Hffi BENfGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBAITESI 


• Legislative ehamber of fhe licgisiaraw 

i^BiWing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, t\ie 16th March, 1939, at 2-15 p ai 

^ First Session, pursuant to sectioii 

62 (f),W of the Government of India Act, ia‘35. ‘ 

* 1 * 

. Mr. JPresident (the Hon ’hie Mr. S^TyENPRA Chandra VitraV 
.iRs4he Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Jagannatll Intermediate College. 

W Ktian Sahiii ABDUL HAMIQ CH0WDl4uRY (on behalf 
of Kbtoi Bahadur Kazi Abdur Jtashid): Will* the Hon hie Minister 
in charge. of the Education Department lie pleased to state if *t is a 
facts— ■ 

(a) that the menihers of the staff of the Jagannath lulennediate 

College sought permission from the Principal on the 17th 
December, 1938, to 'wait in deputation upon the Hon ’hie 
Minister of Education in order to place their case hefore 
him for graded salaries for the staff, and 

(b) that 'the Principal refused to give such permission S' 


Tho ItoiPble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER (on b^alf of the 
Miniatar in charge of the Education Department): («) Yes. 

(b) Yes. The Princijial thought itliat, as he Jjims^lf • had taken 
acticm regarding the grievances of the staff, a .deputation to me would 
not serve any useful purpose. 

• 

Mr* RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Are 've not to understand 
th^t the higher autliorities can be treated as an appellate body too? 

o 

Tho Rmi’bte Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER*: I think there is 
a governing body of that institution. ' ' . 

m, Khan Bahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY (an behalf 
of, Khan BahaAir Kazi Abdur Rashid): Will the H<m*hle Minister 
in chSrge of the Education Dejiartinent he pleased to state — 

(«) whether books for the Jagannath Intermediate College Libraijt 
^ purchased in the cheapest market ; 
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{ft) vkether quotations are asked for from difterent bodjc-selling 
« firms before orders are ^aced; and 

(c) whether these quotations are placed ‘before the Auditor at the 
time of audit? 

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINi RANJAN SARKIR (on behalf bf the 
Hen'blei^. A. K. Fazlul ! (a) I have been informed ^by the 

Principal of Jbhe Jagj^niiath Intermediate College tliat book^^for the 
College are punihased in the cheapest , market. Most of the imporfant 
and expensive books . are purchased from tlie well-known firms of 
Hefier, Cambridge. A cerUiin quantity of books, mostly text-books, 
are purchase^d fropi Newman’s, the Book Company of Calcutta and a 
small qiianiity. locally, according to requi’gements. 

(h) ,All these are well-rejulted and reliable firms with printed pfice 
lists. ^ ' 

t 

(o) All bills are placed before the Auditor. 

< f 

126. Khan Bahadur SAIYED (muAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN'(on 
behalf of Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman): (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in cha/ge of the (Communications and Works Department 
pleased to state whether it is a fact thqt the very first resolution which 
was unanimously passed by the'Coumdl in August, was on the 

subject of a comprehensive irrigation jiolicy ? 

(h) If so, what action lias been taken by (Tovernmeiit on the 
subject? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon^ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar) f (a) Dr. Itadha iKumud Mookerji’s resolution refeired 
to was passed without q division. 

{h) In view ()f the interest ctakeii in irrigation questions as reflected 
in the resolution, a contVreiK'.e of eminent scientists and others was 
held in July, 19d8, <0 consider a note by the Chief Engineer, Irriga- 
tion Branch, on the river probhuus of the province. The resolutions 
of the conference are now under the consideration of Gove^mment. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; May I 

know why the Committee was not appointed according to the resolu* 
lion that a (Committee was to have been appointed to go into* the 
question of irrigation? 

The Hori’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDYi of Coosimbazar: 

I'he reason was that wts had a Committee^ more or less on similar linea^ 
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Khan Bahaifar 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Why not 

in the fashion in which it was asked for in the resolution? 

• • « 

Tha HonHile Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDj^A NANDY, of Cossinibazar: 

Government thoug^ht that it would he only duplication of work. 

GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 19^. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlu* Houso will now reAiino lurllioi oonsitlera- 
tion of the Calcutta and Suburhan Police Amendment Pill, 1939. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABl4: Sir, I ln»g* to move that in Ihc amend- 
ment moved by Kluifn Paliadiir Saiyed Muazzaniuddin HoHain id clauses 
2*afid 3, a#ler ihe words *^( omrnission^' of Police’ flie words “to he 
recorded in writinj^” be iiiseried. ^ ^ 

Sir, I ^lo not propose toemake a speech in support of this amendment, 
but only want to make clear wliat/s proj[) 0 bly implied in the clause of the 
JBill itself. It is provided in the' Bill that the Police Officer not below 
^the rank of Head (’onstabl^ or other persons can at ten?! the meeting' only 
by written order of the Commi^isioner of Police, hut to that an amend- 
ment is being moved by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzarnuddiu Hosain 
that the officer in question can be sent if only in the opinion of the Com- 
missioner of Police the meeting is likely to promote sedition or disaffec- 
tion of to cause* a dist^irbance of the public* peace and tranquillity. I 
only want that tliis opinion of the Commissioner of Police should also be 
recorded. The opinion should not be a verbal one, but it should be an 
opinion recorded in writing. 

• • •• • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved jhatj in the •’amendment 
moved hy Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzaniuddin* II Ovssain in claujjes 2 and 
3, after the word^ “Commis.sioner of Po]i<*e’^ tlie words “to be recorded 
in wriling” he inserted. 

* Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJi: Sir, I do mtt like to inflict 
upon thfs^House any long speech of mine, because it is not necessary, 
but I wish to make an appeal fo the Hon'bie Home* Minist(*r and I 
hope that he won’t oppose this*amendment. J have another reason why 
‘I make this appeal, I And, Sir, ttat while the Home Minister has begun 
his project on the supposition that the Governments of .previous times 
madsi tl mistake which lie wanted to be rectified, he has gone a little 
further hy providing that the Commissioner of Police mi^ht send Police 
oflSicers up to the rank of Head Constable to report proceedings. 
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Fomerly, the provision w^s that the Commissioner • pf* Polipe aright 
^ seifd persons up to the rank of Inspector of Police^ and he has gone 
down ^further. I hope he has not gone down further in his ideals of 
democracy in regard to tiiis improvement. #1 therefore say, Sir, that 
this amendment is called for so that tlie Commissioner of Police might 
^ full sense of responsibility in launcfiing actions which might 
strike at the liberties of the people. So, if he really has to record his 
reasons in writing, it will be a great safeguard for popular liberty. ^ In 
that connection, I am reminded of the famous High Court case where 
Mr. Justiije Fletldie® passed a judgment and threw out a case for Police 
search on tfie only groujid tliat the gist rate of the day failecT' or 

omitl<‘d to record his reason for the search in writing, and on that one 
point tliat great case was lost by tlie Police at the High Court. I 
therefore tliink, Sir, that we shall all be unanimous on this amendment, 
and 1 make air apjieal that the Home Miiyster himself will cause that 
change to he made so that the Coniiiiissmner of Police may depute 
officers ' up to th^ rank of * the Ins]>ector of Police for reporting 
proceedings. 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMl/DDINv Sir, Dr. Hadha Kumud’s 
speech was not an ^appeal, but«a deKberate provocation to oppose the 
amendment. As ^ the amendment at present stands, I am afraid it is 
grammatically a very bad drafting, but in view of the fact that yester- 
day I gave the House to understand thsK if tlie amendment is moved, I 
will accept, 1 do not propo.se to oppose. (Cheers from opposition 
benches.) 

*Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the •House is that in clauses 
2 and 3 of tjie Bill in each of the proposed sections ()2D and 391), after 
the words “Proceedings of such meetings”, tlie following be inserted, 
namely : — 

“if in Jh^ opififou of the C^ommissioner of Police the meeting is 
likely to promote sedition or disaffection or to cause a disturb- 
ance of 1 the public peafe and tranquility”; 

t « 

since which an amendiiieut have been moved by Mr. Humayun KaJjir 
that in the amendmeiit moved by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain in clauses 2 and 3, after the words “Commissioner* of police” the 
words “to be recorded in^ writing” be ihserted. 

The question is that the amendinept\o the amendment be made. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDE if T: The question before the House is the amended 
amendment that in clauses ‘2 and 3 of the Bill in each of the proposed 
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sections {Cnd‘39D after the words “Proceedings of such 
tile following be inserted, namely : — 

• • t 

“if in the opinion of^the Commissioner of Police to be recorded in 
writing the meeting is likely to promote sedition or disaffection 
0^ to cimse a di^^ftirbance of %he public peace and transquility^^, 

(The question was agreed to.) 

Mr\ KADER BAK8H: Mr. President, Sir, may 1 make^one request 
^ you^ir, and to the Hoii’ble Home Ministeiv^ 'We he^r, Sir, that 
the Council will again be calle(l| on the 13th of April. In that case 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Let this Bill be considered first. It is not yet 
finished. 

The paragraphs entitled •“Explanation” having be<^ omitted, all 
other amendments qn the ‘‘lilxpl'anationV are out of order. I think no 
m^yiber is willing t,% move an\ other amendment st^imling in his name 
on tl^ mam clause and not on the Ex])hmation. 

,Mr. NARE8H NATH .MOOKERJEE*; Sir,, there are (dher 

amendments standing in the nam^- of Mookerji. 

\ *' • . 

Mft PRE8IDENT: It is the duty of the particular member to stand 
up. It is not the duty of the CliAir to call the member. 

The question before the Hou.se is* that clauses 2 and 3 as amended 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 


Title and Prvamhle. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that the title 
and preamble be added ^o the Bill. 

(The question was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I "beg to move that 
the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment^ Bill, 11)31), as settled 

in the Council, be passed. 

• 

Sir, in this connection, I would just like to say^ onef word . Govern- 
ment have decided to accept the decision of the House and not lAove for 
its reversal in the other House (^‘Hear, bear”), but it's on the definite 
understanding that no attempt Vill be made to circumvent the provisions 
of this Act, that is to say, where the meetings that are genuinely public 
meetings, if attempts are made to convert them into private meetings for 
the purpose of excluding the Police, then Government will very soon 
have to bring in another Bill, perhaps more drastic, and at that time 
they will see that- there may be no tie. (Loud laughter.) 
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^iir. PRESIDENT; Motion moved that the Calcutta ‘and Subui^an 
•Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, as settled in the Council, be pnsseti. 

t • • 

I 

Mr. RAHAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Sif, I rise to oppose the Bill 
as a whole even at this stage, as its potentialities are mischievous in all 
conscience. The sanctity of our hearths and homes are going to be 
sacrificed to the Police. Sir, it is a sad commentary that a democratic 
Ministry while thinking fit to release the detenus* contemplates ;4uck a 
pernicious ^measure to curtail the rights of private and peaceful^tizens. 
In a place like CalcuttS and its suburbs, meetings in private places fiiwa . 
sure to be held to give publicity to sc^uie wrong or to ventilate some 
grievance. Bui, Sir, what will happen now is that taking advantage of 
this legislation, the Police wull enter all places of meetings and on the 
slightest" pretext try to break them up or bring about demoralization 
amongst the c6nveTiers and speakers. THus, Sir, the most valuable 
civic right, namely^ the right. of association, will be jeopardized. The 
Hindus will suffer Inore than the Muslims, because* the fornoKfr are habi- 
tually more inclined to ventilate wrongs constitutionally by holding 
meetings. Then, Sir, what *the special necessity is at this time for 
such an extraordinary ifieasure is beyond our conception. All the same, 
Sir, it is patent that it is ;iotMiHsing':merely out pf a dire necessity to 
cover some technfcal defect in the alteady existing legislation on the^ 
subject, but the reasons a“re very obvious. Sir, notwithstanding this^ 
oppressive measure, the unpopularity of*'the present Ministry will never 
be subdued until and unless it changes its arbitrary policy. 

A\^ith these words, 1 oppose I lie amending Bill fashioned on the lines 
of the infamous Irish Bepressive Laws. 

«• 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS, Sir, I rise to oppose the motion 
the Bill be passed. There is no rhyme, no reason behind the Bill. 
We repeatedly^‘wanjed to knoAv wihere was the emergency now that this 
Bill must be enactec{ into law^ We pointed out to the Home Minister 
that both the repressive law’s, — tjie Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act 
and the Public Security Act — ow^ed their origin to extraordinary and 
tumultuous circumsta^ices. We also pointed opt that in the case of 
application of the Seditious Meetings Act an area had got to be pro- 
claimed a *^prociaimed” area. You cannot proclaim an area a proclaim- 
ed area at your ow’ii sweet Avill. You haAe got to be sat*isfie/l that cir- 
cumstances now’ 'exist which would justify you to proclaim an area as a 
fit area for the application of the Seditoiis Meetings Act. You have got 
to be satisfied that seditious meetings are being held continuously and 
that a disturlvance of public tranquillity will result, therefrom. An easy 
conscience may melt at the first wdiisper of police spies, but, Sir, a res- 
ponsible Ministry, answerable for its action to an intelligent electorate, 
will not melt so easily, and so to get an order of declaration that an 
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area*is a proclaln^ed area is very difficult, and Vliaf is tlie niosi iinpoidfyit 
also Is that the notification would last only lor six months, Sir, all 
these were pointed out as against file Home* Minister’s attempt to per- 
manently give this additrt)nal power to tlw* Commissioner of Police, 
incorporating it in a pernjanent Statute, such as tlie Calcutta and 
Suburban Police Act of 181)6. The attention of the Home Minister was 
also pointedly drawn to the fact that the power to* depute subordinates 
for •reporting the proceedings of a public meeting was first given to the. 
police i^907, but they were tried and found wanting. That, was point- 
.eti gut and in consequence that power had to he wifhdrawn^in the year 
1911 and vested in the l)istri(4 Magistrate or a first-class Magistrate 
authorised by the District Magistrate in this behalf. But, Sir, all these 
were in vain. The Home Minister was adamant. He, would listen to 
no reason, he would listen to no argument. He was. even #told that the 
primary and essential duty ojthe Commissioner of Police,* C’alcutta, was 
iha^ of a Justice of the Peace, and not to ‘act ordinarily as a Magistrate. 
Y<;t iwhen tj^is power*\\as withdrawn from tln^ poli(f* and given to the 
District Magistrate in 1911, tlie Provincial Government might under 
section 6 of the Calcutta and Suburban Police Act appoint the Cwninis- 
sionvr of Poli(*e, Cal(‘ufta,*a Mag:istrat<‘ and tficn tlicre woubl !)(> mr 
necessity of incorporating for aD timt? -to come I he mischievous and 
reactionary provisions of a represwiVe law in the ordina^’ law of the land. 

that was not the intention of .the Ministry. The intention of the 
Ministry was to indirectly mak^ permanent the Public Security Act of 
1962 which lapsed in December 1968. Tlie re-enactment of the whole 
Act was perhaps difficult. Probably the ])arty members of the Home 
Minister would j'cvolt and br«‘ak the Ministry. The tatson fl'rf/r of 
that Act was the existeifce of emergency, bul now there is no emerg(M?cy. 
When I pointed out t-hat no emergency existed now and therefore the 
new power soiiglil to he given to the (‘ommissioner of Police wa^ un- 
called for, and tljat such power should in no circunjstanccs ht* given 
permanently, the Horn* Minister’s reg)].\ A\a.s lhat jdie ])ower had ’huen 
in existence since 1962, and that tJie Public SecurilJ^ Act oav^I its origin 
to a very tumuli uou> time. Bin the (juesti(m is* where is the tumult now 
and where is the ^unergency ^ Tin* llon'lile Jlome Mii!ist(‘i 's repl> was 
the same, namely, that the ])owcr existed and. the ])o\M‘r must be 
giyen. What, then!'' Sir, this is tin* kind of imuitality wc are dealing 
with, wliich is utterly nnMiited to a democratic form Mif Govcumincnt. 
To our aiqazemeiit, the protagonists of police rule r*laim as a matt(‘r of 
right that as a responsible Ministry the> sliould he annefl with all ])ower8 
beforehand to be used when netessary. Sir, a Hitler or a Mussolini did 
not demand more ! By long association with bureaucrats and nursed and 
schooled in tbeir mode.s of thoughts during the best yeaj's of his life, 
Sir Nazimuddin finds tlffi change too difficult, finds it too difficult to 
understand that the executive should not be arm-^d with more power 
than what is demanded by the exigencies *of the moment. Sir, mark 
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the words in sections 2 and 3 of the Bill, “not beingr below the rank of 
, head constable or other persons to attend any public meeting ftfr the 
purpose of causing a report to be taYen of the proceedings of such meet- 
ing.’ Sir, “other persons” may cover a lot»of spies or Kead constables 
who may not have the intelligence or education to follow the proceedings 
of meetings or understand the language or the meaning of the speeches, 
yet on their reports M’ill depend the liberties of the citizens of Calcutta. 
,Sir, how is tlie Commissioner of Police to know beforehand where *and 
when a pul;Kc meeting is going to be held So, a general stahdjiig order 
in writing y ould be tbe usual method of authorising the head constj^Las. 
of all thanas under him and the luted spies to go and attend such 
meetings. For all practical purposes, therefore, this power is given 
to the police generally, although in the main it would be given to the 
Commissioner of Police. As experience, has shown, this was too wide 
a power to be** given to the police and so»jt was withdrawn in 1911. 
With what face now is it again sought to be given to the police? My 
friend, Professor Humayun Kabir, my friend Mr. Stilish Cha^jdra ^dia^ra- 
verti and my friend Mr. Han jit Pal Clioudhury gave instances of the 
unnecessary interference of the police in public meetings and with the 
rights and liberties of individual persons. Tliis* should have been a com- 
plete answer la a new reservation of jiowers for the police- But nothing 
daunted, the Hoi^ie Minister insisted lhat the Bill be made into law, no 
doubt relying on his majority. 8ir^ democracy degenerates into mobo-^^ 
cracy when democracy depends npt on f^juity, justice and fair-play, but 
on the tyranny of votes. Sir, once again 1 appeal to the Hoii’ble 
Home Minister to withdraw the Bill, as there is no justification for it 
now. With these w'ords, I oppose the Bill, and I trupt the House will 
thrt)w out this measure wliich is unworthy of ai>tonomou8 Bengal where 
the riglits ^)f the people are to be permanently built up agiiinst the 
onslaughts of old thoughts and old ideas. 

. Mr. PRESjOE^T: Does Sin Nazinmddin want to reply P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir N/^IMUDDIN: If even after the omission 
of the “ExplanaBon” such kinds of speeches are made, I have nothing 
further to say. Sir. ( 

Mr. PRESIDEI^T: The question before the House is ^.that the 
Calcutta and thfe Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill^ 1939, as settled in 
Council, l>e passed. 

The question was agreed to. 

' Prorogation. 

Mr. PRE8|DEHT: I have it in command from His Eigcellency the 
Governor that the Bengal Legislative Council do now- stand prorogued. 
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M«nlMi» absent. 

* * a 

The following memb^s were absent from the meeting held on 
March 15, 1939; — 

(1) Khan Bahadur ITaziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Dr. Arabinda Barua. 

(3^ Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

t4f^han Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Muhamuuid* Esinail^ 

(5) Nawabzada Kaniruddin* Haider. 

(6) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(8) Khan Bahadur M. jfjpbdul Karim. 

(9) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(10) Kirt Bahadur Satis Chandra Muiclierji. 

(11) Khan Baluidur Kazi Abdur Baslii^l 

(12) Mr. Nagendra !S’afayan Hay. 

(13) Maharaja Si.^ Manniathr^Nath* 'Ray, unowcltiury. 

(14) Bai Sahib Indu Bhusan*Sarker. 

(15) Khan Bahadur M. Sliacisusszoha. 

(16) Mr. D. H. Wilnier, 
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I. 

APPE^IX 

« 

Authorised English translations of Bengali speeches delivered 

c . * 

in the Bengal Legislative Council. 

« 

. • 

I. — Adjournment motion on the situation created * in the di^^rict of 

Noakhali due to communal riots. 

# 

{Speech delivered nti loth February, 1930, see pcige 133.) 

English translation of the Bengali petition read out by Rai Keshab 
Chandra Banerjee Ibihadur; — 

“For very ‘long years we the Hindus %iave been living on friendly 
lernis 7 vith the Moslems. Few have been the 6ecasions for disoord 
between the two * eominunities. For a month past, se^ral nWdy 
Moslems liave been piv)i>agating eommiinal ill-feeling from bazar to- 
bazar Vnd village io village Vith the object of achieving their selfish 
ends. Communal hatied is being excited among the Moslems by 
preaching lies as follows:, ‘Tlie loea^ Hindus ha.'^e been importing six 
to seven liundredt armed Hindus from Calcutta with a view to teachingj^ 
the Moslems a lesson’. Of late, propaganda is being carried on in the 
neighbouring Sundarpur and Lemua ftazars for the purpose of pre- 
venting Moslems from making any purchase at Hindu shops and on 
15th Mayh, ld45 B.S., Moslems ])i(‘ke1ed Hindu shops in the last 
named bazar. Such organized preaching of comnvunaj hatred has 
recently resulted in the looting of the houses of^a few Hindu mahajans 
near the Mvhuriganj station by Moslems numbering more than one 
thousand. AVe, therefore, humbly pray that orders may be issued 
directing imim'diate stej)s to be taken to stop the communal propaganda 
carried on by ^somy^ Moslems and to protect us, the Hindu minority, 
from suffeh^jig loss and pndestation in any form.” 


II. — Resolution abouk imposition of import dufJos on rice and paddy 
imported from foreign countries. 

{Speech {I el ire red on 14th Fehrpary, 1939, .see pope 1(12.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAB IBRAHIM; Mr. President, 
the out-turn of crop in Bengal is not*sufiicient to meet the demand for 
it. In most ,of the villages in Bengal 75 per cent, of the cultivators 
purchase either paddy or rice for their consunlption. Apart from this, 
most of the people Jiving on agriculture a^e either hargadars oi petty 
raiyats.^ Their outturn of Crop is not enough to make- both ends meet. 
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When does famine* break out in the country ? It is onlj' when ftie , 
people in general, that is, the cultivators haw no option but to purcliase 
their foodstufS. There is 50 famine when the middle class people take 
to purchasing their supplies of food. While famine rages, that is, 
when almost every cultiv^ftor has to h^rchase his foodstuff, he reaches 
the last extremit}" of want and misery if no coiisignmeni of paddy 
arrives ’from outside^ Hence, it (‘annot be denied that there is need 
for th> consignment of rice and paddy arriving from without and 
therebj^^ving tlie country. Of course, Mr. Nur ^Umied will say a lot 
‘oT ‘things, — he will perhaps say that the lesser the import of* food grains 
the greater will be the j)i*ice of agricultural produce in the country ; 
consequently, tlie greater the profit of the cultivator, the greater will 
be the amount of wage received hy the labourer. Bift they will not 
stand to gain by this.* For,^i’f they have to purchase dheir foodstuff* 
with tlie extra amount received, -how can. there be any expectation of 
gaki at all!*^ In fa^d, any tax imiiosed upon fo()dstuffs, ncf matter 
wlfefher it ^s due to imports or exports* never improves matter. It 
might*have been iiossible to support such ^taxation had it l)een on any 
other grain, but a tax oji fpod grains can on no^accoiint be supfmrted. 


III.— The Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1939. 

{Speech deli re red an 'dOt/t Fehruanj, Vh'jfJ, see piujes and ddO.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM; Mr. Presidetit, 
the Bill presented by hon’ble I'riejul Khan Bahadur Hosen Sifhih 
appears to be like building castles in the air. For, ij. makes no 
provision for money. The whole project is based on charit\ . He has 
spoken of a Poor B<jx, hut I am not aware of anybody, willingly paxlng 
anything into the Pocw Box. Even^ if anybody ^iv(‘s auN thing, .110 
account of it is kept or given. Next, as for tjle cjillection-i^' siihsciip- 
tion, if we approach the Raja> and Zjynindar.'? wlio pay lavishls when 

Governors and sych liigli persons are concerned * 

(interruption ) ^ Meaiyvhile, the Hon’hle 

Revenue Minister has escaped s(;ot free and provided not even one lirass 

farthing^ out of the Revenue Fund. If he 

• * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What ' 3'ou have ‘ been ’speaking about 
will come up later. You ma.\f oppose the Bill when it is going to be 
passed, but not now. 


Mr. HPREBIDENT: Mauivi Mohammad Ibrahim^ ' now . go on 
please, with what you want^^ 
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Khan Bahadur Mduivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: As 1 observed 
before, this Bill provides for not a s'ingle farthing worth of grant out 
of the Provincial Revenues. Where will th-i money come from then? 
Charity? — no body makes any charity unless he is approached for it 
and there are occasions when many people give nothing even if they 
are approached. Hence, there is nothing unreasonable in Mr. Nur 
Ahmed’s proposal to create a fund at- least with' the contributions, of 
the Union Boards at the rate of 5 per cent, of their income. All the 
money of the Union Board comes from the villagers. Of course, the?ie 
are enough wants to meet there. Nevertheless, I am in a position to 
say that much money belonging to the Union Board is spent on un- 
necessary items of work. I would, therefore, suggest that much use- 
ful purpose ^ould be served if the Union Boards contributed at least 5 
per cent, of their income. 


IV,— General discussion on the Budget. 


{Speech delivered on 22iid FeH^vary, 1939 i see page 317,) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Sir, in discussing 
the Budget Estimates, if the ghost of communalism does not possess 
me, Ihe first word I should like to say is tliat the provision made by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister in this year’s Budget for education, that 
is to say, for the education of rich, has been quite enough. As for 
instance, mention may be made of the Purdah College, Eden College, 
Kamaninnesa School, Bethune College, the Muslim Hall, St. Xavief’s 
College, Burdwan Raj College and Brajamohan College. I do not find 
any -trace of communalism in it. Hence, he deserves congratulation 
on this piTvisihn id* the 'Budget for education, that is, for the education 
of the rich and I thank 'him for this. There is no place for the poor 
in all these provisions made by him. The poor cannot reach as far 
as that. They cannot aft'ord to have anything to do with the education 
imparted in the college. Unfortunately, not even a paltry amount l^as 
been set apart in the Budget for all those poor people. A very 
niggardly amount has been allowed in the Budget for cultiyators who 
form, as it were', the backbone of th^ country and the capital of the 
nation. I believe that three-fourths of the revenue come from their 
pockets. Nevertheless, it is they who have been left illiterate. Very 
small allowance has been made for them in the Budget. It is for this 
reason that we can never support this Budget. The cultivator’s educa- 
tion reaches no^ further than Primary Education. It is for this Primary 
Education again that an insufficient amount of rupees five lakhs only 
has been assigned. It should be considered as extremely ipadeqaaje in 
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comparison with U crores allotted . to other kinds of educatioii. 
Ninefy per cent, of the total population of the country are cultivators. 
Of these, not more than 2 per cent, have any knowledge of the three 
R^s. The demand for Prifnary Education may be inferred from this. 
It is said that Primary Education cr^nnot be introduced for want of 
money. But my belief is tliat there is no want of, money. Enough of 
gold tvas there in the country but all the gold and silver are like 
cam^ho^ evaporating into foreign countries. The stock of gold and ’ 
silver iijirtJie country is getting depleted. Hence th^ere is niiich less to 
•fekr from thieves and dacoits in the country. For wliat will the 
thieves and dacoits now break into the dwelling places of the culti- 
vators? Next, the terrorists have also been suppressed by various 
means. For all these reasons the police expenditure may l)e sjubstan- 
tially curtailed. Besides, if the small number of lerrmists who are 
still in detention are released', it .will jwrhaps help to cut dowui police 
expenditure to a ver^; considerable extent. Next, there are s(f many 
depai'tments' under the Government, butjio officer in all these depart- 
ments receives any house allowance, while every police officer, beginning 
from the constables up to fhe Heputy Superintendents of Polic^e and 
Superintendents of Police is given house allowance. This amount of 
expenditure may easily be curiailt^. Tlie 1110*11 wlio never felt any dis- 
tAirbance to his sound sleep under the shade of a tre^, gets no sound 
^eep without a mosquito curtaip made of net the very moment he is 
appointed to the post of a constable. No small amount of expenditure 
is incurred on these mosquito curtains. This can be curtailed without 
any difficulty. Jute is a monopoly of Bengal. The cultivator raises 
it by the sweat of his brow. Huge sums of money on account of jute 
duty are being received by the Government. This has swelled the 
ino^^ne of the present 'Government much more fhan that df the past. 
AVith the amounts received on account of the jute duty and the, amount 
to be released by cutting down police exjienditure free primary educa- 
tion for the poor can easily be iJitroduced. fVrhaps 
necessity of imposing any tax either on the zi/inindar or on the culti- 
vator for this purpose. J also spoke (Ai this subject .during the last 
Budget ‘session. It is a misfortune for us that the Government paid no 
attention to that. Thr«*e Budget sessions passc^l away. The next 
yeefr's Budget also makes no mention of it. I, therefore^ cannot believe 
that free primary education will ever be introduced^ during the regime 
of the present Slinistry. For, this Ministry is cpiistitutocrof capitalists. 
It does not want that the poor ghould have any education. As soon as 
they have the light of education, Hhey will be clamouring for various 
things. This the present Government do not consider desirable. 
Hence I cannot believe that the present Government is going to intro- 
duce free primary^ education. It may be introduced if any other 
Government steps into their place. We cannot say what ‘fhe tug-of-w^ar 
going qp between the Minisi^y and the public^ and the Assembly and 
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tlie Council on account of the primary education will' lead to in future. 
Be that as it may, I would like to 8ay in this connection a "vt'ord more 
to the Hon’ hie the Finance Minister. 

That word would he extremely heart-rending. There is perhaps 
none in this j5<>^se who did not read with and receive lashes from 
guruvuishais like Nidhiram Sarkar or Karjulla Pandit. Even Maharaja 
of Santosh or Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker is perhpps no exception.* He 
(pandit) works in that capacity all his life. But what does^he get? 
He gets Rs. ^ or Jls- 4 as his monthly salary. It is also hot certain 
that he gets that sum even. Being a hhadralog he does not get what 
even the village choukidar gets as his pay. I am afraid the salary of 
one peon attached to this House will be more than the amount of salaries 
of fou» such pandits. No provision has been made in the. Budget for 
these poor people. Why sliould you make provisions for them? How 
nan they who sleep on milk-white beds and eat palatable dishes remember 
the poor? They have clean forgotten all about their boyhood. Having 
lived long in comfort in Chlcrutta they could not remember those poor 
teachers who live in thatc.hed houses in villages. Can we not hope 
that they should get something? 

The Hoii’ble Mr, HALINI RANi^AN BARKER; Those who 
dirty cloths will do all these. 1 \\'ear clean-bleached clothes. 1 mu^ 
not certainly do anything as you have already said. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Now I shall make 
nW' siibmisisons to you about the ('o-operative Societies, - 

From the very beginning of my career I have been connected with 
the Co-operative Societies. 1 liad thought that the condition of- the 
agriculturists connected with tlie co-operative system could be improved. 
But quite thfe reverse has been the result. very mention of *‘co- 

operativ^i now stKkeA terror in the hearts of the people. Previously 
one Registrar could do the work of the whole of Bengal. Now one 
Registrar for erery district will render no benefit to the poor. It will 

simply be maintaining a number of persons. 

\ * 

Next thing. Tax has been im])osed on dog-race. But if you leyied 
tax on horse-race, J hen the income w^ould have been much higher. But 
you could not muster courage to do that, because, we walk in fear and 
cast our eyes in fear arid fall prostrate on the ground as soon as we see 
a w^hite man. This (xouranga (w^hite man) however is not that 
beloved child of Sachi of Nadia, but those white lords of ours who have 
come here crossing the seven seas and thirteen rivers. 

I shall say another word to you — about the Road Board. What 
w^ork is being dorie for th.e construction of roads cannot be understood. 

I large sum of mone;^" is given to the Government of Bengal. But 
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wha4; we see is that the money is not spent but is returned. The sW 
of Rs. 18,000 only was spent in North Bengal (while the amount 
received was) forty lakh^of rupees. I wrote a letter to the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of this department for the construction of a bridge 
over the river Karatoa in Plogra district, but he gave m^ a vague reply. 
He wrote to me that an estimate would be mad». Nearly a year has 
elapsed since then, but no estimate has yet been made. Every word of 
what tie Ministers say should carry some weight. But it is regrettable 
that w^’ see nothing like that in the case of our .Ministers.^ 

My last word is about ^‘Azad”. Rs. 80,000 has been given to 
“Azad’\ I shall now speak to you as to whether this grant has been 
good or bad and whether this will benefii or harm ps. It is known 
to everybody that “Azad” subscribes to the creed *of th^ League and 
is the only important Muslim paper in Bengal. If thi8**paper is in the* 
pay of the Ministers will anybody believe; it? The word “Azad’’ means 
‘‘£raed”. J cannot \inderstand whether this amount is being paid to 
it — tc^ free or chain it — whether the ifioney ^as freed the paper or 
bound it in slavery. One must deeply ponder over the ma^tter — Hiether, 
henceforth this paper will Benefit or harm the nation. Had the Finance 
Minister really good intention be would not certainly, have rendered 
^this aid to “Azad”. Those who ?.tive been grieved at^this favour shown 
*to “Azad” should rather rejoice that the Finance Minister, with this 
thirty thousand, has planned td smash into pieces “Azad” and for the 
matter of that — the League. If Akram Khan were an intelligent man 
he would not accept this thirty thousand ruj)ees. Bui then Akram 
Khan can do oi^ clever thing. If he takes this sum and after taking 
it, cuts off connection ^with “Azad” and if some other person conducts 
the paper it may verj well do. Nobody will put any credence in what 
‘^zad” now may say — whetlier for or against the Minisiers; — for none 
can believe what a subsidised journal says. So by giving this thirty 
thousand the Ministry *will derive al^olutely no B,enefit from “Azad” 
in return. 


V.— General discussion on the 

{Speech delivered on 28th February, 1939, see p^ge 385.) 

Maulana MUHAMMAD AIMAM KHAN: Mr. President, unfor- 
tunately, I was unable to attend the previous meetings of the Budget 
Session. At this fag end of the Budget discus.sion ahd within the 
short space of time, I am afraid, I shall hot be able to finish to-day 
all that I hawe .tp say. At the very outset I beg^ to sfii-bmit thitt thivS 
speecK of mine will to son^ extent have a personal touch. During 
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»the current Budget discussion this ciiy has been stirred, throughout its 
length and breadth, over the advent of something unprecedented, the 
sky is being rent to pieces, the earth is trenfbling and all this because 
the Government has provided for^a grant of^Rs. 30,000 to ‘*Azad” of 
which I am the proprietor. As the proprietor of “Azad’\ T declare 
here with an open voice that there has been no pact yet between the 
Government and “Azad” in respect of this graift. . “Azad’' ^s not 
made the Jilightest representation to Government for money ^s yet. 
Acceptance rf money by ^‘Azad” will entirely depend on the nature 
-conditions that the (jovernment may aUach to its grant. “Azad” will 
never ac(iept this grant if there is any possibility of Government in- 
fluencing through its grant the conscience of the editor of “Azad”. 


1 now prdpose to address a few words to my hon’ble friends who 
have con)e here on the Congress ticket and discussed about this grant. 
In the first place, let them go into their own records l)efore criticising 
others. To-day, we hear of ^^Congress Governments having be¥*n 
installed in every province with the exce])tiou of Bengal and the 
Punjabi If the Congress members here T\ould kindly enquire from 
the Ilon’ble Ministers who are a ])ride to those Congress ])rovinces as 
to how much they grant every year f^r subsidising newspapers as well 
as for carrying oL propaganda on their behalf, i>erhai)s, the trenchant# 
character of their speeches will be toned clown. (From the Concjhess* 
side; “The Bengal Government ‘ have got their own papers”.) It is 
for the Government to reply to this. The gist, therefore, of the argu- 
ment advanced by the Congress party is that there is nothing wrong 
in (government granting a subsidy to other j)apers wlffen they have no 
organ of their own. Whereas, they declare it from the Congress side 
that no subiildy is granted to newspapers. What I want to say lyi^h 
regard to,, this is that the difference between the granting of subsidies 
to newspapers by the Congress Governments, and the Government here 
is 'that wl^le <lhe 'foymer does ii secretly, the latter does it openly. 
(Fkom the (^ON(iRES?{ si^i: : “Xo (iovernmeut gives out the secret about 
the grants it makes. ") c 

In conclusion, I want to draw the attention of the hon’hle members 
to another point. The Government of Bengal ^ had their Publicity 
Department in the years preceding the year 1939 and the huge fumls 
at the disposal of that Department had been spent on pjiblici^y work. 

Jt is the Hindus who have so long looted and enjoyed those funds. Xow 
that provision has been made for granting some money to a Moslem 
paper, a hue and cry ha« been raised throughout the country. There’ 
is no other motive behind all this protestation. If it is disclosed how 
much has been paid secretlj" to which paper and in what manner, the 
voice of protest will^be mellowed down. Thus, it will be brought home 
to my hon’ble friends that one should be ipindful of one’s o^n short- 
coming's before finding fault with others. ^ 
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Vlr^Ths Bengal Tenancy (Becond Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

• Mr 

(Speech delivered on 28th February^ see page 401,) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHJM: Mr. rresidint, 
I cannot support resolution of the Maharaja. For, it is a very 
insignlf^Scant matter. I am at a loss to know what cause there may. hf 
for ^ef^^ing to a Select Committee the matter as .to whether the rate 
‘of 'Compensation which has beei^ fixed at Its. 12-8 4)y the rower House 
should be retained or altered. This constitutes a single ])oint and ma> 
therefore be easily settled by the whole House, lienee, for a petty 
matter like this I do not consider it reasonable to haVe recmy*se to a 
lengthy procedure like that., *Next, as for the personnel of the Select 
Committee as suggested by tlie Maharaja Jlahadur, it has six representa- 
tives from the Progressive party, but T doubt if he^has more iflian six 
or*seven nfembers in his party. Notwithstanding a large number ol 
members forming tbe Coalition part>, he ^sugge*sted the names j^)f onl.y 
fou^ of them. The stre.ngih of the Congiess g^oiip is not less than tj 
to 7, but })e gave the names of only twe^ from that groii^).^ While from 
the European group (ff which no|^uore than ft to 4 members attend, Ijc 
^ jias taken two. Only one member of the Scliedulecf Caste is on tin* 
list. We do not teel the nece^ity of a Select (k)mmitlee like this. 


VII.— The Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

• . • 

{Speech delivered on 6ih March, 1039 ^ nee page 434.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHI^: )iir. President, 
my proposal is that those who will default in jespjet of J'cmt 

shall have to pay h eompensatioii of Ks..|f-2, those who will he defaulters 
for two years, Rs,fi4, those for three years,! Ks. 9-6 and those for four 
years on end, Ks, 12-8* In ealeulatirig thus, .-stfess has been laid on 
th§ period of time. That is to say, the amount to be paid dep(;nds on 
the lengij^ of time. The original lesolution however •proviihis for a 
decree at the aniform rate of Its. 12-8, no matter whethQi* tbe arnai] is 
ior 1 year or 2, d or 4 years. Ii lays jin stress on tlie period of time. 
Scecndly, I should like to x)oiiit*out that if some sueh method of calcula- 
tion is there, it will he an incentive to paying rents. Diseussions \ven‘ 
also held in the Select 0)mmittee that theie should he jprovision for 
the easy realization of rents. Many will pay rents regularly tlumigli 
the fear of being liable to damages. Next, my tHird ^oint is that if 
we fix the same ra4e of damages for a period ranging from one ’to four 
year§, Another defect will cfeep in. In rent luits like these wie have 
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f to depend entirely on the Hunsiffs. The Munsiffs have not to face any 
competition, they are recruited through nomination. But who are the 
people that get these nominations ? All big, people^s 

Mr. PRESIDEIfT: Order, order. 

Khan B.ahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHAM: All right", 1 am 
leaving thaf question, aside. My point is that if the rate ot* damages 

for one yearns arrea: is the same as thct for three years’ (not 

audible), I think the- three points that I have dwelt upon will go to 
support my resolution, and I hope the Hon’ble Revenue Minister will 
accept it. My request to the House is that my resolution may be 
accepted by all. 

VIII,— The Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

I 

{Speech delive'^ed on 6th March, Kt39, see page 443.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi' MOHAM»;fAD IBRAI<ilM: Mr. President, 
I shall have to speak a few words in opposition to the Maharajs^r 
Bahadur’s resolution. According to hi3 resolution, those who will not 
pay rents shall have to pay interests as well as penalty. A point dealt 
with by him is that those who will intentionally withhold payment 
shall have to pay in the said manner. In regard to this I should like 
to say that 80 per cent, of the tenants in Bengal are in wdni. If these 
men in want are saddled with two kinds of ])rovision, that is to say, 
those who will not pay rents shall have to pay both interests '7*tnl 
penalty, no provision is harder than this. Moreover, it is very ditti- 
cujt'to determine who are paying willingly and who are withholding 
j)uymeiit 'intentionally. For this defect, too, the resolution cannot 
stand. Besides, there is in the resolution no tra(‘e also of that great 
virtue of kindness and generosity which is found in the Rajas and 
Maharajas. This is why I am of opinion that this resolution had 
better be withdrawn. I appeal to the House not to support this resolu* 
tion. 


IX.— General discussion on the Supplementary Financial Statement. 

{Speech delivered on Sth March ^ 1939, see page 614.) 

. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Mr. President, 
the Budget is too small to necessitate a long speech on it. Rather, the 
speech should be consfdelrably shortened to match the size of the 
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(Budget. I am speaking only on the demand No. 33 at page 13. Here 
I find provisions for the Special officer. This appointment ol Special 
officers appears to have come to be a matter of daily occurrence 


Mfi PRESIDENT: «Order, orddi*. Khan Bahadur please try first 
to understand what the matter is. This is a Budget supplementary to 
the one introduced last year. If the expenses are not covered by tfie 
provisions in the Annual Budget, a supplementary Budget ^is presented. 
In ca9e*yovL have any objection here to make as ter why thp provision is 
being made, only then you may speak. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Be that as it 
may, what T can say, witliout the least doubt, al>oui this Bud^Jet is that 
no matter what this Budg*?!, may pretend to be, it is ’printed on veiy 
fine paper. It is absolutely immaterial what the contents are ! 
(Laughter.) 


X.'-fhe Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939 . 

(Speech delivered on l±th March, 1939, see , page 663.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Mr. President, 
my point is tliat when meetings of every description come within the 
meaning of public; meetings under the legislation that is going to ])e 
enacted, marriffge parties nr women’s gatherings also will be no excej)- 
tions. No provision has been made to ensure the attendance of a higher 
officer even at a marriage function in wliic;h a. large number of ladies 
are participating, the presence of a mere head constable has been 
considered to be enough for the purpose. It is the Jiead coni^tables 
wLo are authorised tci attend these functions an report against the 
ladies. There is some siicli tiling as “Khu^ba’*> (Sermon) forming a 
part of the “Jumma Namaz” of the Moslems. If any words, new or 
political, are uttered in course of the “Khutba’^ and if an head 
constable who is pres^^nt there elects to report, he can certainly do it 
abusing this right. Hence, what more objectionable thing can there 
be thai’f the right of access to any and every meeting which has been 
given in'’this'Bill to police officers of lower ranks? §uch is the notion 
entertained about the police in general that even an Inspector-General 
of Police oi¥Je remarked : ‘‘l/ the Bengal Police are after me, I shall 
havft to leave this shore for England”. It is therefore needless to 
expatiate on the point fjirther to show what stuff the police are. Such 
being the police force, it is all the more objectionable to delegate powers 
to those who occupy lower ranks in it. Hence, I 'conftider it meet and 
proper to accept* the motion .for amendment. 



APBPNBIX. ' 


[15th Mau., 1939.1 


0 

f XI. — The Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) BilIp 1939. 

{Speech delivered- on 14th March, 1924), see page h66.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Perhaps, fhe Khan 
liahadur could not follciw it. It is the Commissioner of' Police on .whom 
powers have been conferred by it and net on a conStai)le under • 

Khan Bahadur M'aidvi MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM: It is a*mati«r' 

of common knowledg^ how respectable a A individual the head constable 
is. 

The Hbn’bto Mr.< H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is why I ask you 

lo kindly read it‘a lillle and ihen crilicise. St is not ihe head ronsiable 
who hascbe^n empowered. It .is the Commissioner* of Police himself. 
A head constable hal not the authority to attend at any and every plft(;e 
at his own sweet will. The Khan Bahadur has said that in view ol the 
conditioff prevailing’' in the ooi/ntry and in vmw of the oppression made 
by the police, they do ndt like to ^^ive any powder to the police. But 1 
tell him that no power is f’*oin/^ 't() be Conferred onr,the heall constable. 
Here, powef is f^u’n^ to be delefjfatM*'to the highest and the most 
responsible of the officers. 


ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA. 

1.* In loth line at pa^e 27') of the Ben^^al Legislative Council 
Debates in V(i?ume 1, No. 8 of 198!), after the wonls, ‘\t^o to Delhi fy/iuL 
the purpose”, read ‘‘and did tin* Ilon’lile Finance Minister, Mr. Sarker, 
castinj;^ his usual equanimity to the winds also rush after him?” 

2*. In Im;^, 1^ at vibO of A"(f[ume I, No. Hi, in place of the words 
“Eatanlars Law of Cfrimds”, read ‘‘Whartoirs Law^ Lexicon”. 

8. At the botfom of paf,’*e (ill of Volume I, No. 1^, on top of tiie 
Calcutta and Suburban^Police (Amendment) Bill^ 1989, instead of the 
W’ords “(jovernment Ilesolution”, read “(jovernnient Bill”. 


B. O. ?ri*88— 1039*40->124A— 7.=i0. 
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High English School, Chittagong— 

Question regarding — . Pages 3-4. 

Chowdhury, Mr! RanaJIt Pal— 

8jy)plfinentary ^^tion by — on ques- 
tion regarding boro and rabi crops. 
Pag# 146, 

» 

Civil Courts— 

Question regarding suits and cases in 
•the—? Pai^os 174-176. 

Question rdfearding congested judicial 
work in Diamond Harbour — . Page 
36. 

Citrks In the oinoo of Registrar of Aatur^ 

• anoes— 

, Questio^ rdj^arding apfffiintment of— 
from outsiders. Pages 12-13, 



Tifi INAEX. 


Clarkt and oo|i]fitta>« 

Question regarding — in the BegistrSi- 
tion Office. Pages 8-9. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J.— • 

Point of order raised by — fegarding 
the irrelevancy of Mr. Shrish Chan- 
dra Chakraverti in referring to the 
powers already ' possessed by the 
Cominissioner of 'Police w^Vile the 
House is concerned with C'he ques- 
tion whether a particular motion 
should be passed or not. Page 603. 

Speech by — in opposing the motion for 

. referring the Calcutta and Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Bill tb a Select 
Committee. «Pages 607-608. 

r 

College, Jagannath Intermediate— , 

Question regarding — by Khan Bahadur' 
Abdur Rashid. Page 671. 


CotUge IndustriH. Enoouragemfmt M— 

Question by Khan Bahadur Kitgi 
Abdur Jftashid regafding — . Page 
631. 

§ 

Council Rules and Standing Orders^ 

. • • 

Amendment of stetion 57. Page^l&l- 

186. ' • r 


Cultivation of small holdings— 

Question regarding — . Page 288. 

Dacca Medical School Enquiry — 

Questioil regarding Report of the 

Committee. Pages 1^5-177. 

Dacca University — 

Question ^regarding accommodatipn ^r 
Muslim students of—. Pages 47-48. 


Committee of Economic Encijulry— 

Question regarding — by Rai Bahadur 
Surendra Narayan Sinha. Pages 622 
and 624. 

Committee on Petitions — 

Nominations made to the — by Mr. 

President. Page 64, 

», 

Committee of Privileges — 

Third Report of the — presented by 

Mr. Deputy Pr^a'^ent. Pag^ 65. 

# # 

Condolence Resolution- 

Regarding the death of Lord Brabourne. 
Pages 326-334. 

Contribution to the Indianr Mental 
Hospital, Ranchi— ' « 

Question regarding— by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. Pages 212-213. 

Copyists of the Ca^outta Registry 
OfAoo— 

% 

Question by^r. Shrish 'Shandra Chak- 
raverti regarding — . Page 670.^ 


Dq^, Mr. Lalit Chandra— 


Comj>laint of — regarding his un- 
answered short-notice question about 
some incidents in Noakhali. Page 
681. 


Explanation given by^in regard to his 
adjournment* motion ’ regarding 
drastic action taken by Government 
over* the realization of arrears ^o§* 
rents and canal dues from the 
tenants of the Damodar Canal area. 
Pages 178-yiO. 


Motion moved by — regarding the pre- 
sentation of an address to His Excel- 
lency the Gcvemor that the Salt 
Excise Preventive' Department be 
not transf Jarred from the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to the Central Gov- 
ernment. Pages 166-168. ^ 

Notice of adjournment ** motjon given 
by — regarding a letter written by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister to Chow- 
cdhury Shamsuddin in which he 
charged most of the Hindu vdicera 
of Government with disloyalty. 
Pages 430ii31. t 


Point Qf information raised by — ^re- 
garding. Fourth Report* of the Privi- 
lege pommittee. Page 533. ,, 



Oit, Mr. ^Ilt Chandra<-cont(7. 

Point of information raised by — re- 
garding amendment of Bec|ion 57 of 
the Council Rules and Standing 
Orders. Page 181. ^ • 

Pftint of order raised by — regarding 
insufeciency of time for studying 
th^apiendments to tne Calcutta and 
Subur'b%n Police (Amendment) Bill, 
1^39.' Page S45 and 546. 

Question b; — regarding appointment of 
the members of the Public Service 
Commission. Pages 460-462. 

Question by— ‘regarding expulsion of 
Rajshahi College students^ Page 
199. 

% 

Question \fy — regarding political con- 
vict^ Babu Ambica Charan Chakra- 
verti. Page 49. 

Qdestidn by — regarding deatli of ex- 
detenu Babu Amulya Kumar Majum- 
dar. Page 48. ^ 

Question by — regarding food scarcity 
in the Goalundo subdivisioTi. P^ges 
21 - 22 . 

Question by — regarding operation of 
the Primary Education Act in 
Mymensingli. Pages 9-10. 

Question by — regarding. Primary Edu- 
cation tax. Pages 7-8. * 

Question by — regarding externment 
order of Babu Joges Chandra 
Chatterjea. Pages 82 4«nd 83. 

Question by — regarding Ryad Deve- 
lopment. Pages 71-72. 

0 

Question by — regaining allotment of a 
day for the discussion of a motion. 

^ Page 619. ' 

r* Question by — ^regarding Primary Edu- 

cation*Cess. Page 416. 

« ^ 

Question by — regarding Dacca Medical 
School Enquiry Committee’s Report. 
Pages 175-176. 

Quei^n by — ^regarding the Bengal 
Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) 
Act. , Pagds 127, 128 aifd 129. 

Question by — regarding expenditure on 
the Hin Exodus .during las^ summer. 
Pagy 117. 


Das, Mr..Lalit Chandra— con td. 

» 

Question by — regarding , political 
prisoners’ prosecution for refusing to 
give thumb impressions. Page 202. 

^ Question by — regarding success or 

failure pf Prohibition started in the 
Noakhali district. Page 410. 

Question by — regarding prosecution of 
Srijut B^yendra Nath Sib Pages 423* 
424. > 

Resolution moved by — regarding Mr. 
Gandhi’s fast over Rajkot affairs. 
Pages 464 ayid 465. 

Speech by— movipg that the Calcutta 
and Suburban Police (Amendment) 
Bill, 1939, be circulated for the pur- 
pose of .^liciting opinion thereon by 
the 31st December, 1939. Pagea 
549-552. 

• C0 

Speeclj.by — on the Budget. Pages 270- 
275. 

Speech by — on the discussion on tha 
Supidemen^ary Estimate. Pages 611- 
512. 

Speech by — opposing the Third Read- 
ing of the Calcutta and Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 
Pages 676-678. 

• 

Spet^ch by — on the motion of Maharaja 
of Santosh for referring to a Select 
Committee Bengal Tenancy (Secjoiul 
Amendment) Bill, 1938. Pago 401. 

Speech by — in moving his ’ amendment 
to clause 1, fub-^’^use 2 of the Cal- 
clftta and Suburban Police (Amend- 
ment) ^ Bill, 19.39. Pages 648 and 
»649. 

Speech by — op})osing the amendment of 
Khan Bahadur Saiycd Muazzamuddin 
Hosain to clauses 2 and 3 of the^ 
Calcutta and Suburban Police 
(Amendment) Bill. Pages 657 and 
658. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Dentists 
Bill, 1938. Pages 488 and 490. 

Speech by — moving his motion for 
referjilnc the (’alcutta and Subur- 
r • ban Ponce *(Amendn]e!i^ Bill to a 
Select Committee. Paizes 684-687. 



INDEX. 

»• 


Das, Mr. Lallt CliaiMira— concZti. 

• 

Suggestions by — regarding sitting of 
the Council during Budget discus- 
sions in the Lower House. Page 
633, 

Supplementary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding public lioliday for 
Vfiisakhi Pumima. Pages 120-121. 

Supplementary question • by — on ques- 
tign regarding^ adult* education. 
Page 206. / 

OatU, Mr. Bankim Chandra^ 

Speech by — on*‘the Clalcutth and Subur* 

• ban Police (AmendYnent) Bill, 1939. 
Pages 662<j663. ' • 

Speech by — on the discussion on the 
Supplementary Estimate. Pages 509* 
and 610. 

Speech by — supporting the mottioh for 
referring the Calcutta and Subur- ^ 
ban Police (Amendment) Bill, 193d, 
to a Select Committee. Pages 606 
and 607. 


Oatta, Mr. Narendra Chandra— 

Question by — regarding political prison- 
er Baku Prasanta Kumar Sen. Page 

17. 

Question by — negarding political 

prisoner Babu Pravat Chandra 

Chakravarti. ' Page, 18. 

Question by — regarding ^ijjar^ indus- 
try in Bengali vj^a^es 32-.^3. 


Hebhatta Municipality- 

Question regarding scheme for the 
improvement of tube-Vells within the 
— . Pages 216-216. 


Oabt Settlement Boards— 

Questions regarding — by Khan Baha- 
dur Saiyed . Muaftl^amuddin Hosain. 
Pag^s 632, 633, 634 and 636. 

Question awarding tiia^Bhi!^ caused, by 
the operatidn of the — . Page 35. 


DeMrestation of ' Raiii|MiP*RlfigMMiaw 
reserve— * 

Question by Mr. Nur^ Ahmed regard- 
ing—.e Page 76, 

^ D’Rozario* Mrs. K.— 

Discussion of the Budget by—! Pages 
376-377. • . 

Speech by — on the Cendolekiu^ xvesoxu- 
tion regarding the death of the Bf . ■ 
#Hon’ble Lord Braboume. Page 333. 

Development — 

. Question regarding — of- various indus- 
tri^ in the province. Page 63. 

Dholal Khal— 

Question regarding re-excavatiov of the 
— by Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur 
Raslvd. .Page 463. . • 

Dhbrang Khal. • Re-exoavation of the-^ 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed reganC^ 
Jng — . Pages 88 and 89. 

Diamond Harbour- 

Question regarding congestion of 
judicial wjrk in* the^-Civil ‘ Courts. 
Page 36. 

Distribution of bulls— 

Question regarding — . Pages 131 and 
132. • 

District Sub- Registrar’s OfAoe. Trans- 
fer of employees under the — 

« 

Question hjf Mr. Krishna Chandra 
Roy Chowdhury regarding — . P|tge 
524. 

Dutta, Mr. Kamini Kunffar— 

* * 

Amendihent moved by — to the motion 
, of Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee- 
Bahadur regarding the fixatisB of a 
quota yfor the recruitment of 
Bengale^ in all branches of the 
Civil and Defence Services under the 
contW of the Government of India. 
Page^ 162 and 1^3. 



0atCi^ Mr. Kmini Kuniw—contd. 

1 

Discussion of the Budget by—. Pagfes 
292-297. • 

Point of order raised by — as to whether 
the motion regarding th^. imposition o 
of import duties on rice and paddy 
Waft, in order in view of the India 

i'attd Burma Trade Regulation Order 
of ^37. Page 158. 

. (^uesfion by — regarding illiteracy among 

* the adult population. Page 604; 

Question by — regarding imposition of 

Education cess. Page 251. 

Question by— regarding the operation 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act. Pages 208-211. 9 

Question ?y — i^garJing Primary Edu- 

* Nation eess. Page ^00. 

Question by — regarding reinstatement 
of pension to Babu Uma Charan 

' Ohoudhury. Page 84. * * 

Question by^— regarding 'list of political < 
prisoners suffering from various ail- 
ments. Page 85. 

Question by — regarding landless «^ural 
population. Pages 84 and 86, 

Question by — regarding interim report 
from the Tenancy Committees, Pages 
85 and 8S, * » 

Question by — regarding interiiy report 
from Paddy and Jute Con*inittees. 
Pages 80 and 81, 

Question by — regarding female political 
prisoners in Bengal Jails, Pages 50 j 
and 51 . 

Question by — regardiijg the National 
Planning Comrivittee. Pages 86 and 

87 - 

•Question by— regarding proi)ertieB for- 
feiter^ to His Majesty. Page 24. 

Question by— regarding levy of Primary 
Education Cess in the Tippera dis- 
trict. Page 11. 

Quj^on by — regarding Akhaura as an 
im}x>rtant centre of /jute trade. 
122-123. 

Question by — regarding interjm report 
from* "the ‘Ch^^kidari Enjuiry Com- 
mittee. Page 12'^ 


Dutia, Mr. Kamini Kumar— eonc/d. 

Question by — regarding allowance^'* to 
ex-detenus. Pages 142-144. 

Question by — regarding proscription of 
“Pather Dabi.” Page 505. 

Question by — regarding cultivation of 
small foldings. Page 288. 

Question by — regarding committees for 
the improvement^ of madrassah and 
])riiivary eduction. Pages 4P8-409. 

Questio^ by— regarding salary of the 
new Ministers. Pages 421 and 422. 

Spee(‘h by — on the Bengal Relief to 
the Poor* and Unemployed Bill, 
lt)37. Kkcs, •226,'' 228, 231 and 
232. .. 

• Speec h by — on the Condolence Resolu- 
tion rf^;arding the death of Lord 

* Brabourne. • Pages 328-330. 

Eoonondic Enquiry Committee — 

‘ * Question regarding — by Mr. Humayun 
Kabir. Pages 622 and 624. 

, Educating of Hindus and Muslims 

separately— 

Question by Mr. Naresh Nath 
Mookherjee regarding — . Page 640. 

> 

Elahi, Khan Bahadur 8. Fazal— 

Notice of an adjo*umment motion giv^m 
by — expressing th^ aympathy of the 
House with ’the Palimtine Arabs *u 
theiiyf.ght f^r the iiroteetion of their 
^If-iesppct. Rigo 123. 

Erpployeaii under fhe District Sub-Regis- 
trar’s Office. Transfer of— 

Question by Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy 
Cbowdhurv regarding — . Page 624. 

Enoourage/nenl of cottage Industries— 

Question by Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur 
Rashid regarding — . Page 531. 

Epidemic of malM'la In Bengal— 

Questij^n regarding — by Khan Bahadur 

. Ataur* ^hman. 641 and 

aAO 



Erotkm— 


Question regarding protection of Jjia- 
ganj toVn from — of the river 
Bhagirathi. Page 252. 

European Mental Hospital, Ranohi— 

• 

Question regarding contribution of the 
Government of Bengal to the mainte- 
nance of the — Pages 425 and 426. 

• 

Ex-detenu(s) — 

Question regarding allowances to — ^by 
Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. Pages 
142-144. . ’ . 

Question regarding 'death ^ of — Babu 
Amulya Kumar Majumdar. Page 
48. • 


Foreiters and Fornt Guards dlsmlsaad 
jby Divisional Forest Otlkoer df Chitta- 
gong— 

• ' 

Question ^y Mr. Nur Ahmed regard- 
ing — . |Page 74. 

Forest oflioers— 

• 

Question regarding harassitlint of 

people of Teknaf — . ^ages 4€^ 

a^d 47. • , * 

General health of the students— 

Question by Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muli^mmad • Ibrahim regarding — . 

Page^528. 

s 

Goalundo subdivision — 


Expulsion — 

Question regarding — of Rajshahi.pollege 
students. Pages 199-200. 

Externment order on 8). Juges Chandra 
Chatterjea— 

Question by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
regarding — . Pages 82 and 83. 


Question regarding food scarcity in 
the — .• Pages 21 and 22. • • 

a * ^ 

Govesnment adviiVtisements— 

.V • 

Question by Mr. Humayun Kabir re-** 
garding — in newspapers. Page 459. 

Governor of Bengal— 


Faziul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K.— 

Speech by — on thet Resolution moved 
by Khan Bahadur Asaf Khan re- 
garding emploj^ment, by Government 
of discharged Settlement employees. 
Pages §6 and 96^ • ^ * 

Fenuile medical prao^tioners and 
nurses— • 

Question regarding necessity of — 
belonging to the Musl^ Community. 
Page 289. 

• • 

Female political prisoners— 

Question regarding — ^in Bengal jails. 
Pages 50 and 51. 

Flood In Bengal— 

% 

Question r^rding — « Tagds 27, 28, 
31, 32 and 89. 


Announcement aboui^ the, death of His 
Excellency the Right Hon’ble Lord • 
Bra^ourne, . Page 323. 

Government servants — 

Question regarding rules for the ap- 
pointment and promotion of — . 

Pages 5 and 6. 

Question regardinj]^ reappointment of 
retired — . Pages 13-15. 

Gablati Railway Station— ^ 

Question regarding latnne And urinal 
at the — on the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way. Pages 33 and 34. 

• 

Grant to aN^engall daily— 

• 

Short-notice question regarding — of a 
large' sum of money by Groternment. 
Pages *426-428. 

t 



mDEX. 


MaWbullah, tA» Hon'bit Niwab Kbwaja 

Bahadur, of Dacca— ' 

Notice given by — ^to move a Resolution 
regarding ^statistics of employment, 
offences against and jurisdiction and 
powers of courts with rejpect to the , 
»aid Act of the Federal Legislature. 
Prge 137. 

^fo^ce of amendmelits given by — ^to 
oeriain non-official Bills. Pages 66 
and 67. 

• — moves resolution recommending llegis- 
lation by Federal Legislature to re- 
gulate 8tati8ti{'s of employment. 
Pages 638 and 539. 

Statement of policy njade by— regard- 
ing the departments of whi'^ he was 
in cbaifti. gagee. 334-342. 

a 

Hall in the Presidency College — 

Question by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Chbwclhury regarding—. *Pages 503 
and 504. , 

Hamidul Huq Chcwdhury, Mr.— ^ 

Amendment regarding date of circula- 
tion of the Bengal Shop Prices 
Regulation Bill, 1938, moved by — . 
Page 243. 

Information' sought by-»-as to wheilier 
Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Baha- 

^ dur had made personal inquiries 
about the truth of the facts dis- 
closed in the petition appearing in a 
Bengali paper on whi^h he based his 
adjournment motion regarding com- ‘ 
munal riots in Feni. Pr,ge 136. 

Reference to a Select/I ommittee of his ^ 
Bill, the Indian Bar Council 
(Amendment) Bill, 1^,37, moved by 
— . Pages 245 and 246. 

Remarks by — requesting the Leader of 
the Euro^i^an Group to consider the 
cases of discharged employees when- 
ever they make appointments. Page 
97. 

SpcCoh by — on the resolution moved 
by Khan Bahadur Asaf.^Lhan regard- 
ing *|mplbyment by dovemment of 
discharged Settlement emplof^ees. 
PageV 94 and . ^5. 


< HibiiiMl Niiq Ohcwihury, Mr.— eoncM. 

Speech by — on the Bengal ^iMiks 

- Improvement Bill, 1938. Pages 473 
and 474. 

Speech by — on the motion for referring 
to a Select Committee the Bengal 
Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 
1938. Page 404. 

Supplementary question by-*-on ques- 
tion regarding grant to the European 
jMeiitai Hospjjial at Kanke. Pages 
214 a^d 216. 

Sui)j)lcmentary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding Paddy and Jute Com- 
mittees. Pages 81 and 82. 

Supjilementary, question by — regarding 
appointments made in the temporary 
posts ol Secretary, Oeputy Secretary 
and others. Page 24. 

^Harassment of people Teknaf— 

Question n'garding — by Forest Officers. 
Pages 47 aWl 48. 

^ Hatiya and Sandwip Steamer Ghats— 

Question regarding absence of proper 
landing stages and passenger shed 
at — . Page 35. 

High Court and Subordinate "^Courts- 

Question regardi'jg rules of daily prac- 
tice in the — . Pages 36 and 37.' 

Hlgh,so|pofl8. Jultion fees In— 

Question regarding — by Khan Bahadur 
Mau|,vi Muhammad Ibrahim. Page 

» 640. 

High English schools and zllla schools in 

Rajshahl and Bogra— 

w 

Question by Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Muha'Jnmad , Ibrahim regarding — . 
Page 503. 

Hill Exodus— 

, Question regarding coat involved in 
the^^uriim last summer. Pages 

. llZan’dire.' ^ 



INDEX.* 


» 

HolMtoy (pulMio) for VaiMliiil PumiiitA— 

Q|i^tion regarding — . Pages ll8-121. 

Hotpital— 

Question regarding Presidency General 
— , Calcutta. Pages 44-4Q, 

Question regarding staff of the Indian 
Mental—, Ranchi. Page 215. 

Question regarding Bengal Govern- 
ment’s contribution to ^ Indian 
Mental—, Ranchi. Page! 212 and 
213. 

Question regarding ^ 

‘ European Mectal— at ^apke. Pages 
.214 and 216. . • 


Howrah Brldga— 

Question by Raja Bhupendra Narayan 
Sinha Baha^Aar, of 'Nashipur, regard* 
ing— . Page 91. • 


Humayun Kabir, Mr.— 

Discussion of the Budget by — . Pages 
298-306. 

Moves for consideration of the Bengal 
Shop Prices Regulation Bill, 1938. 
Pag€$s ^1 and 242. 

Observations by — regarding some of 
his questions lying unanswered with 

“ the Commerce and Labour Depart- 
ment. Page 580. ^ 

Point of^oider raised by — i|. jegard to 
the ruling gi^i^bf Mr. ^’resident 
on the amendment of section ^ of 
the Council Rules |md , Standing 
Orders, which gave the Dpper 
House equal power with the Lower 
House to originate discussion on an 
Ordinance. Pages 18.^184. 

Remarks of— in ulaiming thi privilege 
of giving notice af an *lane|idment on 
the floor of the Hoifse, on the basis 
of a previous ruling of the President. 
Page 660. 

Speech by — on the • amendments to 
clause 2 of the Bengal Tenan(^ 
(Second j^mendment) ^iB, 1938. 
Pages and 443^44. 


1 HaMiyiia KaMr, Mr,— coniS." 

^ • 

^Speech* by — in connection Iwith his 

amendment to the amendment of 
Khan igahadur Saiyed Mnazzamuddin 
Hosain to clauses 2 and 3 of the 
Calcutto and Suburban Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939. Page 6J3. 

Speech by— opposing the amendment of 
Khan Bahadus Saiyed , lifulCEzfun- 
uddin Hosain to clayses ^ and 3 of 
the Calcutta and Suburban ' Pqlice^ 
lAmendment) Bill, 1939. Pages 662- 
655. 

Speech by — amoving his motion for 
referring the Calcutta and Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, to a 
SeleSt Committee. Pages 587-692. 

Speech by — moyng tfiat the Calcutta 
and Suburban Police (AmendnSeflt) 

^ Bill, 1939, be circulated for tlte pur- 

pose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the 3Dth* June, 1939. Pagbs 652- 
557. 

^p^ech by — on the Bengal Tanks’ 
Improvement Bill, 1938. Pages 469-«r 
‘ ^0, m, 478, 479, 480 and 481. 

Speech by — on the discussion on the 
Supplementary Estimate of Expendi- 
ture. Pages 510 and 511. 

Speech by — on the Bengaf Dentists Bill, 
1938. Pages 487 and 492. 

Speech by — in justification of • an 
adjournment motion of which he bad 
given notice regarding rioting and 
hooligan! sfli committed in a public 
moetinj^ in the Calcutta Town Hall, 
on the 27th February, resulting in 
severe injurJfes to, and arrest of, a 
large number of persons. Pa^es 367 
and 36^ 

* • 

Supplementary question by — on ques-. 
tion regarding fliedical aid %o women 
the villages. Pag^ 130.* 

Supplementary question by — on ques- 
« tion regarding resolutions discussed • 
in the Council and tne Afluwnbly. 
Page 21%^ 

Supplementary question by-i^n ques- 
<tion regarding flood in BengftL Page 
90 . 



INDEX. 


Iliimyiiii Kalira 1ltr.~-oof^. 

Snp^emfitfcitary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding modifications of the 
Bengal Watw-Hyacinth J|^t, 1936. 
Pages 79 and SO. 

Supplementary question by— on sbort- 
Hqtiqe question regarding grant of a 
lar^e subsidy to a lo^ Bengali daily 
{>a^7 Page 427. 

. Supplementary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding salary of the Aew 
Ministers. Pages 422 and 423. 

Supplementary question by — to ques- 
tion regarding anti-malarial works^. 
Pages 637, 638 and 639. 

Supplementary q'lestion by— to ques- 
tion regarding proscription of “Father 
Dabi.” Page 506. 

Supplementary question on question 
regarding appointment of the mem- 
bers of the^’ Public &jjpfvice Commis- 
sion. Page 462. • 

w » 

Supplementary question on question 

• regarding the re-excavation of the 
Dholai Khal. Page 464. 

Supplementary question by — to ques- 
tion regarding *infant and maternal 
mortality in Bengal. Page 579. 

Question by — regarding Govefnment 

advertisements. Page 459. 

Question by — regarding the proscribed 
books of Kazi Nazrul xslam. Page 
630. 

0 

Question by — regarding^ the ratio of 
mortality due to ^tuberculosis among 
businessmen. Pages 620, 621 and 
,622. 

(Question' by — regaling Economic 

Enquiry, Cooimittee. Pages 622 and 
624. 

Supplementary question by — on ques- 
tion^ i>6garl*ing public holiday for 
Vaisakhi Pumima. Page 120. 

Supplementary question on question 
regarding comments on the, Wh^te 
Paper op. Betrenohment. Pjgge 1^. 


llbraMlm, Khan Bahadur Mautvi Moham> 
nuut— • 

> 

Speech by—on the Supplementary' 
Estimate of Expenditure. Page 614. 

Speech by — on the amendments to* 
different clauses of the Bengal 
Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill,. 
1938. Pages 434, 435 and 443. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Belief to tho” 
Poor and Unemp^pyed Bill, 1937. 
Pages 234-236, 240. 

Speech by.yon the Resolution regard- 
ing imposition of import duty on 
rice and paddy imported from 
foreign countries. Page 162. 

Speech by— on th-j Budget. Pages 317-^ 
319. <* 

^Speech by — on the motion to refer to 
a Select^ Committee the Bengal 
Tenancy Second (Amendment) BUI, 
1938. Pages 491 and ,402. 

Question by — regarding high English 

^ schools and ;ulja schools in Rajshahi 
and Bogra. Page 503. 

! Question by— regarding tuition fees in 
high schools. Page 640. 

Question by — regarding provision for 
tiffin to school students from out of 
the provincial revenues. Page 574. 

Question by— regarding the, students 
of the Rajshahi Collegiate School. 
Pages 628 and 529. 

Question by— regarding allowance to 
jurors. Page )72. ' 

Question — rog^arding addit report on. 

the Bogra Municipality for 1936-37. 
Pages 42 and 43. 

Question by— regarding loans to agri.- 
culturists. Page 40. 

Question by— regarding latrine and’ 
urinal at the Gabtali Railway 
Station the Eastern Bengal Rail> 
way. Pfge^SS and 34. 

Question by — regarding flood in the- 
Bogra district. Pages 31 and 32. 

Question by — reg#^rding change of text- 

^ books in schools. Page 409. , 

Question* by — spgardq^ general health 
of the students! Page 





mitoraoy In tli« adult populatiofi— • 

_ Question by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
regarding — . Page 504. , 

Bequest made by — that members 
who did not know English might be 
allowed to give notice of their ques- q 
tion and resolutions, etc., in Bengali. 
Page 177. 

Bequest made by — that the proceedings 
of the Upper House may be conduct- 
ed in Bengali almost everybody in 
the House know the language. 
Page 177. “ 

Immersion of Hindu ldo|8-— 

Question regarding licence for the — ^in 
Burdwan by llai Bt^hadur Satis 
Chandra Mukherji. Page 144. , 

Imposition of fees— 

Question Regarding — for exemption 

from revenue sales. PageA 30 and 
31. 

Inauguration of Federation. The prolC* 
able date of— 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed regard- 
ing — . Page 531. 

Infant and maternal mortality In 
Bengal— 

d, Question regarding — ^by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 578. 

Inspectors, TSo-operaths DO^a.'tnient— 

Question regarding recruitment of — . 
Pages 206 and 207. 

Inspecting Officer — 

Question regarding th^ creation of one 
post of — ^in the Begistraiion Depart- 
ment. Pages 249-2I6Y. 

Inspector^General of Registration- 

Question regardingrx statement giving 
the. name of each clerk at pre^nt 
working in the office of the — . Pages 
41S-4U^ , 


Intolligenoe Branob— . 

Question regarding shadowing c^f oray 
Congressman by the— of ^e Criminal 
Investigation I>epartment. Page 
203 .' . 


irrigation policy— 

Question regarding— by Khan Bahadur 
Ataur Bahman. Page 672. 

Jagannath Intomiediafto Colfogo— ' 

Questions regarding— by Khan Baha- 
dur Kazi Abdur Bashid, Pages 671 
and 672. 

Jail adminjftnltlQn — ^ 

Question regarding—. Pages 16"^ and 
19. 

JiaganJ-AzitfiganJ Municipality — 

Question re.iarding grant for road 
repairs to — . Page 53. 

J lagan j (town)— 

Question regarding protection of — 
from erosion of the river Bhagi- 
rathi. Page 252. 

JudloUl and executive functions— 

Question regarding separation of — . 
Page 49. 

Judicial v;ork— 

Question regarding congestion of — in 
the Diamond Harbour Civil Courts. 
Page 36 

Jumna river oversowing— 

Question by Mr. Banajit Pal Cbou- 
dhury regarding-. Pages 642, 

. 643 and 644. 

Jurors — 

Question regarding travelling allow- 
ance for — . Page 85. 



INDEX. 


xvii 
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Question regarding Akhaura* as ^n 
important centre of—. Pages 
and 123. » 


uU Ordintnon— 

Layidg of copies of the Bengal — on the 
• Page 124. '' 

\ ' 

:ader Baksh, Mf.— 

DiieussToh of the Budget bv — . Pages 

UtMK. 

of information raiseif by — 
whether* the Report of the Rules 
C'ominittee‘*‘‘had been p^.*esented. 
Page 185. 


|l^iark made b.^— thiiy members of the 
CorJition Party had as much right 
as any other member of the House 
, to ^ criticise the Budget since the.V 
were not consulted * before the 
Budget was prepared. Page 30Q. 

Speech by — siipporting ilie amendment 
of Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzam- 
uddin Hosain to clauses 2 and 3 of 
the (Calcutta and Suburban Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 19.39. Page 6.58. 

Spet'ch by — on tlie Bengal Dentists 
Bill, 19.38, Pcige 489, 


Speech by — oa the amendments tc 
various clauses of the Bengal Tenancy 
■* Second (Amendment) * Bill, 1938. 
Pages 402, 440 and 441. 

Speech by — on the Resolution to re- 
employ in Government offices clerks, i 
etc., discharged from the Settlement 
Department. Pages 68 and *^9. * 


Speec'h by — on the Beni^al Relief to 
the Poor and Unemployed Bill, 1937. 
Page 235. 


Question by — regar^ding recruitment of 
Oo-oi^erative Insjiectors. Pages 206 
and 207. ^ ^ 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
frequent change of text-books »f or 
svuools. Page 570. J 

Supplementary question by — on ques- 
tipfi regarding public holiday for 
Vaisakhi Purnima. Pager 119 and 
130 . 


i Kader Baksh, Mr.— roncid. 

Supplementary question by— to 'ques- 

Hion regarding appointaient in the 
Bengal Subordinate Educational 
Sendee. Pages 573 and 674. 

Supplementary question by — to ques- 
tion regarding infant and maternal 
mortality in Bengal. Page 579. 


Kemal Atalurk— 

Obituary .ixdcrcnce to Mustafa — . 
Pages 1 iivd 2. 


Khorshed A lam . Chowdrtury, Mr.— 

Discussion of "^tbe Budget by — . 

Pages 354 and .T56. 


King Edward Hospital, Midnapore — 

Qu('stu#ti regarding jiosting of an 
, Assistant Sungrion in the — for some 
years past. Page 4J1. 


Kumarkhali Railway Station— i 

Question regarding necessity for an 
over bridge at the — . Pages 418 and 
419. 


Laboratories the Chittagong College. ^ 

Extensiqn of—. 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding 
— . 'Page .574. • 

Lar|^ Revenue Cbtt^ssion— 

Question regarding the questionnaire 
issued by the — . Pages 20*3-205. 

Landless ruraS population— 

Question by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
regarding — . Pages 84 and 85. 

Landing stages and jjassenger sheds — 

Question regarding absence of proper-— 
at and Sandwip Steamer 

Ghats. Page 35. ' • 



INDEf. 

f ' 


Laaderi^f the Upper House— 


A* point of privilege raised by Mr. 
Humaytin KO'bir regarding tbo non- 
appointment of the — . Page 466. 

Licence for the immersion of Hindu 
idols in Burdwan— 

Question regarding — ^by Rai Pabadur 
Satis Chandra^ Mukherji. Page 144. 

List of Business— 

Complaint regarding , to circulation 
of — . Pages 148 and 149. 

Litigation- 

Question by, Mr. Nur Ahmed regard- 
ing reduction of the cost of civil and 
criminal — . Pages 91 and 92. 

Loans— 

Question regarding^ — to agriculturists. 
Pages 40 ii^nd 41. ^ 

Lor^ Brabourne— 

Announcement about the death of His 
Excellency the Rt. Hon’ble — , Gov- 
ernor of Bengal. Page 323. 

Lord Brabourne, late, Governor of 
Bengal— 

Condolence 'Resolution at the death of 
the Rt. Hon’ble— . Pages 326- 

m. 

Maitra, Rai Bahaitr Brojendra Mohan— 

Discussion of the Budget by — . Pages 
382-384. 

MoFariane, Mr. J.— 

Discussion of the Budget bjr — . Pages 
297 and 298. 

Madrassah and , Primary Education- 

Question regarding committees for the 
improve “nent of — . • Pagos 408 and 
409. 


Malaria epidemic In Bengal— 

* Question regarding — by Khan Bahadur 
Ataur Rahman. Page 641. 

Maternal, and infant^ mortality in 
Bengal— 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed regard- 
ing — . Page ‘*578. 

Medical aid— 

Question regarding — to women in the 
villages. Pages 129 and 130. 

Meghna Bridge — 

I 

Question by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamiiadin iSoSain regarding — 
Page 532. 

Mental ^Hoepital (Indian), Ranchi— 

Question regarding preferential treat- 
ment of -the staff in the — . Page 
215. 

Question regarding Bengal Govern- 
ment’s contribution to the — . Pages 

212 Snd 213. 

Question regarding recruitment of 
Bengalis to serviVes in the — . Pages 

213 and 214. 

Mental Hospital (European), Kanke— 

Question regarding grant to the — 
Pages 214 and 215. 

Mesbahuddin Ahmed, Mr. — 

I, 

Speec-h by— ”n the Bengal Dentists 
Bill, 193o. Pages 493, 495 and 496. 

Metalled road— 

' Question regarding construction of a — 
from Chomda. Pages 419 and 420. 


Midnapore— 

Question regarding posting of an 
Ass^stant Surgeon in ^he King 
Edward Hospital, — . Page 411. 
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Myitary. training—* 

Question regarding introduction* of 
compulsory — in the higher classes of , 
schools; etc. Pages 412 and 413. 

^ Momin, Begum Hamida— 

Jlp^ch by — in support of the reso- 
^ liftioh moved by Khan Bahadur Asaf 
Khan regarding employment by Gov- 
ernment \)f discharged Scl^^leinent 
employees. Pages 93 and 94. 

Speech by — on the Condolence Keso- 
lution regarding the death of Lord 
Brabourne. Pagei^ 332 and 333; 


Mortality tatio du# to Tuberoulosis . 
aniong businessmen-r- 

• > 

Question regarding — by Mr. Humayun 
• Kabir. Pages 020, fi21 Itnd 622. 


Mookerjee, Mr. Naresh jNath— d 

Complaint made by — regardiijg «vce J 
circulation of List of Business. 
Page 148. 

Question by — regarding pending 
answers to ^lu^stioiis. Pago 146. 

Question bx— reganding educating .,of 
Hindus and Muslims Separately. 
Page 640. 

Short-notice question by — regarding 
proposed grant of a large sum o£ 
money to a particular docal Bengal? 
daily. Pages 426 and 427. 

9 

Speech by — on the discussion on the 
Supplementary EstinAte. Pages 5(B 
and 509* * * 

Speegh delivered^by — on the Resolution 

^regarding imposition of import duty 
on rice and paddy imported from 
foreign •couiffrie 8. Page 164. • 

SuopbanMiiary question by — on' ^ues- 

'^on regarding pu6lic holiday for 
Vaisakhi Purnima? Page 120, 

Supplementary, question b^^— on ques- 
tidtr regarding Presideimy General 
Hospital, dalctitta. Pa^o «46. 


fix- 

MookerJI, Dr. Radha Kumud— 

^ Enquiry by — as to whether questions 
, will become time?baA*ed by proro- 
gation. Page 582. 

Notice of an adjournment motion 
given by — drawing attention to the 
gra^e situation created by reason of 
Mahatma Gandhi rchortiijg to the 
extreme form of protest ugaijist the 
Hiitlyritifts of* the- Bajkot State. 
Pagks 107 ai^d 408. 

Point oi information raised by —want- 
ing to know from the Hon’ble 
Minister what arbitrary abuse by the 
Congress ^as come under his notfte. 
Ptl^o 566, • . * 

Point of order raisecUby — as to whether i 
the resolution moved by the Hon’ble' 
Mr. l^mizuddin Khan recomniend- 
kig legislation by Federal Legisluturt 
to reguhi^ trade ^n drugs, medicines 
and biological products is in ar'cord- 
ance with the Government of India 
,Act, 1935. ’Pages 540, 541, 542 and 
54;). • 


Point oi personal explanalion made by 
— explaining that the motion for 
referring the Calcutta aiul Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Bill to a Select 
Cominittee has heeii^ moved not to 
obstruct the activities of Govern- 
ment hut with a ilesire to sit with 
the Government and deliberate on 
■rtje jirovisjons. Page GOH. 


J*oint of privilege regarding his party 
raiift^d by — regarding attitude of 

the l|^frse towards a very modest 
• proposal brought by it which in- 
volved showing some consideration* 
*to the fast of Mahatma Gandhi over 
the. Rajkot State affairs. Pages 431 
and* 4ti2. 


Point of privilege raised by — to the 
• effbc\ tBat tl|e privileges conferred 
on .the House by section 84(1) of the 
Government of India Act to lay down 
its own business and procedure have 
been violated, as no action has yet 
been taken oi» th^ Report of the 
S^ect Committee which submitted 
its I'epA't to the Jituse more than 
six months bacl(. jPagps 216-222. 
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Mtoktrji, Dr. Raihi Kuaiiid--eon<cr. 

Remkrks by — regarding Government's 
attitude on the Resolution of KHan 
^Bahadur Asaf Khan regarding 
eVnployment by Government of dis- 
charged Settlement employees. Page 
98. 

Speech by — in support of the amend- 
ment of Mr. Huniayun Kahir to the 
amendment of Khan UahadUr Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin tiosain* to t clauses 2 
and 3 of the Calcutta andi Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Pill, 1939. 
Pages 673 and G74. 

Speech by — in moving his amendment 
V. to clauses 2 and 3 of the Calcutta 
and Suburljan Police ( \me'’dment) 
Bill, 1939. Pages 660-662. 

Speech by — in jnoving his motion refer- 
ring the Calcutta and Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Bib to a St'lect 
Committee. ^*ages 593-598. t 

Speech by — in support of resolution of 
Mr. Ranajit Pal Choudhury regard- 
ing levy of i)ilgrim tax on railway 
tickets sold for Na adwip ’ and 
Navadwip (Jhat. Images 108 and 1(19. 

Speech by — on the discussion on the 
vSupplemontary Kstimato of expendi- 
ture. Page 513. 

SjM'ech ]>y —supporting the motion for 
cinuilation of the Calcutta and 
Suburban Police (.Amendment) Bill, 
1939. Pages 557-5(50. 

«u. Suggestions by— regarding the sitting 
of the Council for discuf =?ion of the 
Rules during the Session when the 
Low^'r --y.ouse will be eiseussing 
Budget Grants. Page >334. 

Sup])lenientary point of order raised by 
— on the ])oint of order of Mr. Balit 
Chandra Das regarding ammubnent 
of section 57 of the Council Rules and 
Standing Orders. Pages and 184, 

Supplementary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding Paddy and jTrte Com- 
mittees. Page 82. 

Supplementary question by — on question 
regarding resolutions discussed in 
the Council and the Assembly. 
Page 21. 

Supplementary question by — ti ques- 
tion regan*^ the National Planning 
Committee. Pages 87 £nd 88. 


Mookerjl, Dr. Radha Kumud.— oondd. 

% 

Supplementary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding public holiday for 
Vaisakhi Pumima. Page 120. 

^ Supplemen^ry question by — on ques- 
tion regarding Government of 
Bengal’s contribution to the Indian 
Mental Hospitrl, Ranchi. PageUp. 

Supplementary question by-^n ques- 
tion regarding allowances ex- 
d^tenus. Pages 143 and 144. 

— wants information about the probable 
amount of the net demand under 
“Interest on revenue refunded.” 
.Page 519. 

Speech Vy — on the Budget. Pages 253- 
262. 


Mookerjeei Mr. Ramaprasad — 

Question regarding appointment of — as 
Assistant Government Pleader. 
Pages^ 37-39. 


Motiop under section 118 of Rules and 

Startling Orders — 

That an address he presented to His 
Excellency the Governor fOr fixation 
of a definite quota for the recruit- 
ment of Bengalees in all bramdies of 
the Civ.il and Defence .Services of 
the Central Government. Pages 149- 
157. 

Pre.sentation of an address to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal 
that the Salt Excise Preventive 
Department be not transferred from 
the Government of Bengal to the 
Central Government. Pages 1Q6-169. 

Presentation an address to His 
Excellency the Governor for taking 
early steps to impose import duties 
on rice and paddy imported from 
foreign countries. Pages 157-16?^ 

Musizamuddin Hosaln, Kp«n Bahadur — 

Question bj’— regarding the Bengal 
Water-hyacinth Act, 1936.^ Pages 
77-79. 

\ ■ ■* 

Question by — regardmg Jnpaue'se auto- 
mat^ leaving macliines. Pa^e 171. 
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hiimiiiiiddifi Hoialn, Khan Bal^adur- 

c9i^td, \ • 

Question by — regarding suits and cases 
in the Ch'il Courts. Page 174. 
Question by— regarding bjro and rab^ 
crops. Page 145. ^ 

^Qu«5ition by — regarding Meghna Bridge. 
*^Page 532. 

Qi^efftion by — regarding comments on 
*' tlib White Paper on Betrenchnient. 

• Page 121. • 

Question by — regarding accommodation 
for Miisjim students of the Dacca 
Fniversity. Pages 47 and 48. 

Questions by — regarding Debt Settle- 
ment Boards. Pages C3i^* 633, 634 
and* 635. 

Question b’^-^regqrdifig water-supply in 
the countryside. Pago 51. 

Sjieech by — on the Budget. Pages 262- 

' 267. • • • 

• 

Speech by — on the discussioi^ on ^dause 
14 of the Bengal Tanks Improvement 
JJill, PiiKi'y 4'ft), 471. ^ • 

Speech by — on a Tlcsolulion to re- 
employ in Government oflices clerks, 
etc., discharged from the Settlement 
Department. Pages 63, 61 and 65. 

S])eech by — on the Be.solution regard- 
ing imposition of iuwport •dirty on riyjp* 
and paddy imported froii^ . foreign 

* countries. Pages 161 and 162. 

Speech by — in connection with the 
Bengal Belief to the Poor and 
Unemployed Bill, 1937. , Pages 224, 
225, 227, 230, 236, 238-240. 

Speech by — on the disoussioTl on the 
Supplementary Estimide of expendi- 
ture. Page.s 506-;’^8» 

Speech by— in moving his amendment 
to (pauses 2 and 3 of the Calcutta 
.,^d Suburban Police (Amendment) 
Bill, 1939. Pages 651 and 652. 

• ** • 
Speech by — on the amendment to clause 

Bengal Tenancy Second 
yifrnendment) Bill, 19^18. Pages 441, 
442. • 

Suggestions by — on the sittijfg of the 
CoiuDipil to discuss the Rues of the 
House. Page *535. • ^ 



MuatzamuMin Hoiain, Khin Bahidtir-' 

concld. • 

'Supplementary question* by — on ques- 
tion regarding the Bengal Agycul- 
tural Debtors Act. Page 421.^ 

Supplementary questions by— to ques- 
tion* regarding Irrigation policy. 
Pages 672 and 673. 

Supplementary question by-V-to ques- 
tion 4*egarding anti-malarial works. 
Palp’s (>;J7, Ga8 and 63if * 

Siip()lpni|iitary qupstion by — rpgarding 
appointuKuits mnilo in the temporary 
posts of Se<retary, Deputy Secretajry 

and othersl. Pages^ 23 and 24. 

• • • • 

‘MukherJb Rai Bahadur* Satis Chandra— 

Dis<?ussiorf of the budget by — . Pages 
^ 311-313. 

Question by — regarding licence for iho 
imiber.sioii of Hindu idols in Burdwuii. 

. Page 111. * 

l^uostion by — regarding reappointrmmt 
of retireil Government servants. 
Page 13. 


Mullick, the Hon'ble tur. Mukunda 
Behary— 

Notiee of an amendment given by — to 
a • non-official amendment to tW 
• Bengal •Delflo^s (Aiyendment) Bill, 
^37. Panes 180 and 181.. 


Mui^slfls — 

Qiq.st,ion regarding apiiointment of— 
since lfi35. Pages 39 and 40. 


Mushar^u^ Hg[t8safn, the Hon’ble Nawat 
Khan Bahadiir*~ 

Circulation of the Indian Bar Counci. 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937,^nioved by — 
Pages 245 and 246. 

Moves that the Bengal Repealing aw 
Ameadin« Bill, 19j^ be passed 
Pages 133 139.^^ 
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Murehliiabad dfttrfot— 

'ljuestion regarding flood in the — . 

Pages 27 mid 28, • 

'Question regarding Education cess 
in'-=i-. Pages 6 and 7, 

Muillm studentft— ^ 

Question regarding accommodation for 
— of the Dacca IJ^iiversity. Pages 47 

and 48. 

< « 

Myiiiensingh— 

Question regarding operation of the 

'• Primary Education Acf, in — . Pages 
9-11. 

( 

National Planning Committee — 

Question by Mr. Kamini’ Kumar butta * ‘ • 
regarding — . 'Pages HC^ and 87. » 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir— 

Laying of the Jlengal JutU Ordinance 
by — before the House. Page 124., 

Notice given by — of a motion to intro- 
duce th(^ (Calcutta and Suburban 
Police (Amendment) Dill, 1939. 

Pago 370. ^ 

The Calcutta and Suburban Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939, moved by 
— for introduction and consideration. 

‘ Page 545. , 

Notice of an • amendment given by — 
regarding circulation of thp Bengal , 
Suppression of elmiT'.mal Traffic^ 
(Amendmenl) Bill, 1938.' Page 137. f 

Observations by — on the sitting of the 
Council to discuss the Rules oj the 
J-louse. Jbiges 533-535. ^ 

Participation by — in discusSidn on a 
point of order regarding the amend- 
ment ot section 57 ofo the ^.Council 
Rules and Standilig Ordei4 (regard- 
ing discussion of ordinances). Page 
184. 

Participati'on by — in the discussion on 
the Privilfego ^ Motion regarding 

P violation of section 84(1) , of the 
Governmer^ of India ^ AcC. f*agea 
220, 221 ,, 22 o and 224. » 


I NadmaMin, tha H^n’la Kbmi|a IV— 

contd^ • 

t 

Personal explanation offered by — point- 
ing out that when he ohallenged the 
hon’ble n?embers to put up any case 
of abuse .cof powers by the Calcutta 
Police, hS was referring only to tlje*- 
abuse of powers under the provfbidns 
of the Public ‘Security Act. 

C04. 

Rempks by — in declaring that he wTll, 
not oppose the amendment of Mr, 
Humayiin Kabir to the amendment of 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed' Muazzam- 
uddin Hosyin to clauses 2 aud 3 of 
the Calcutta., and Suburban Police 
Airtendment Bill, 19.39f Page 674. 

Remarks b.v — on^ the question of, with- 
drawal of the Resolution of JECflati 
Bahadur Asaf Khan regarding 
employment by Government ot Settle- 
ment efnplcr^’ees. Page 104.' * 

Rentarks, made b.v — in op))dsition to a 
point of privilege raised by J)r. 
Radba Kun^md Mool|crji regarding 
hig. party over the attitude of the 
House towards a proposal that the 
House should adjourn in considera- 
tion of the fast of Mahatma Gandhi 
over Rajkot alfair.s. Pages 431 and 
432. ' 

'Reply ^ — meeting the ‘charges regard- 
ing questions lying unans^\ered with 
the various departments of Govern- 
ment. Pages 580 and 581. 

Reply given by — objecting to the 
adjournment motion tabled by Dr. 
Radln* Kumud Mookerji regarding 
the fast of Mahatma Gandhi .as a 
protest against the authorities of the 
Rajkot State. Pages 4P7 and 408.. 

Reply by — to the ^aotion for the fixa- 
tion of a definite quota for thc<i«j:^ 
cruitment of Bengalees in all 
• branches of the Civil 'and Defence 
JSen ices under the c^j'trol , of th« 
Governmeuf of India. Page?^153- 
155. 

Reply 'by — to a complaint regarding 
late ^sculation of List of BusineBS. 
Pagey.148. • • ' 
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NnhmMln. Khwija Sir— 

oonekl^ . ^ f 

Reply made by — on the subjecl of the 
admissibility of the adjournment 
motion of * Rai Keshab Chandra 
Banerjee Bahadur regarding com- 
munal riots in Feni in Ae district 
^ ^f Noakhali. Page 136. ^ 

Reply * by — on the question as to 
•wTie^er, the Rules Committee had 
.preseni^ed their report — , as also 
^iboiTt the time for the discussion of 
*. the report, tagcs 18.5 and 186.* 
Reply given by — objecting to the 
adjournment motion regarding riot- 
ing and hooliganism committed in a 
public meeting in the C'alcutta Town 
Hall. Pages, 368-370.' / ' 

Speech by — in oi)posing the motion for 
^rgfefring tlfe (^alvutlh and Suburban 
Polite (Amendment) •Bill to a Select 
Committee. Pages 608, 609, 610, 

• 611 .and 612. ^ , 

Speech by — fti moving that the Cal- 
cutta anrT Suburban Police ^Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1939, as settled in the 
Council, he gassed. I'^ge 675. ^ ^ 

Speech by — in ojiposing the verbal 
amendment of Mr. Humayun Kabir 
to the amendment of Khan Bahadur 
Saiyod Muazzamucldin Hoaain to 
clauses 2 and 3 ni the Calcutta and 
Suburban Police (Amcndmci^t) Bill, 
1939. Pages i655, 656 and*G/y. 
Speech by — opposing the amendment of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das to sub-clause 
2, clause 1 of the Calcutta and 
Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 

19.39. Page 650. ♦ 

« 

Speech hy — on motions tor circulating 
the Calcutta and Suhnrbair Police 
(Afnendment) Bill, 1931^ Pages 582 
and 583. » 

Speech hy — in sniiport of his motion to 
take into consideration the Cah-iitta 
Suburban Police (Amendinoiit) 
Bill, 1939. Pag^es 547 and 548. 
Speech by — m winding up .the debate* 
on^ Q CrJ- jutta and Suburban Polite 
* (.™e5dment) Bill, 193ff. Images 663- 
667. • 

Statenftnt by — regarding sit^i-ng of 
Council during -Budget discuJsions in 
the Lo*wer ‘House. Page 6.33\ 


Na/iruddin Ahmad, khan Bahadur— ^ 

Observations by — on the point of order 
• raised by Dr. Radha Kuguid Mooker- 
ji* as to whether the resolution 
anored by the Hon’ble .Mr. Tajah- 
nddin Khan reeommonding legisla- 
tion by Federal Legislature to regu- 
late taode in drugs, medicines and 
biological iiroducts is in accordance 
with the Government of India Act, 
193,5. Page 541. • . . 

Speech l^v — on the Bengj^l Tqiinncy 
(Second .VmenSment) Bill, 1938, 
Pages 4(f], 404. 435, 436 and 440. 

Speech by — on the Calcutta and 
Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill,,* 
19.39., Page ^60. 

/lazrul Islam, Kazi— 

Question h.M Mr, Humayun Kabir re- 
garding proscribed books of — , 
Pago 530. . ' ^ 

• • 

New channels and. outlets of the Ganges 

ind «ther rivers during recent floods— 

Question regarding — . Pago 205. 

New Ministers— 

Question rt^garding salap^ of the—. 
Pages 421-423. 

Nur Ahmed, Mr.— 

Am^dmenk mwv^ed by — to the Bengal 
Ibc^ef to the Poor and Unemployed 
Bill, 1I137. Pago 231. . 

• k ^ 

Anum^lmen# moved by — to the Resolu- 
tion of Khan Bahadur Md. Asaf 
Khan, regarding re-employment of 
thd fh8charg(‘d hands in the Settlo- 
nfbnt Department in Government 
offi4*es.* J^age 61. 

Discussj^m o% the budget by — . Pages 
*306-309 • • 

Motion moved by — regarding the pre- 
sentation of an address to His 
Excellency the Governor for taking 
early steps to imfiose ‘import duties 
on, rice and paddy imported from 

* foreign* cotln|ries. 167-160. 
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Nur Ahmad, Wr. — contd. 

Question by— regarding adult educa- 
tion. Pdge .206. 

Question by — regarding retrenchment 
made since April 1937. Page 15. 

Question by— regarding imposition of 
fees for exemption froid revenue 
sal^s. Pages 30 and 31. 

Question by— regarding appointment of 
Munsiifs since 1935. Page 39. 

Question *by — regarding harassment of 
people of Teknaf by Finest .officers. 
Pages 46 and 47. 

Question regarding development of 
various indu^stries onf a planned scale 
in the province. Page, 53. 

Question by — ,regarding medical aid to 
women in the villages. Pages 129 
and 130. ' f ' .• 

Question by- 7 ,regardi^ playgroun4s 
and g.vmnasia in mufassal muni- 
cipality. Pages 144 and 14-^. 

Question by— regarding the probable « 
date of the mauguratidii of Federa- *' 
tion. Page 531. » ^ 

Question by — regarding Aracan Road 
Develo])inent Scheme. Page 73. 

Question by — regarding Unani and 
Ayurvedif systems of medicine. 
Page 76. 

Question by — regarding deforestation . 
of Raiiipur-Ringhbhaw Reserve. 
Page 76. 

Question by — regarding Forestersf. and 
Forlis 1 '' III 11 ard s sm i^sed by Divi - 

sioTial Forest Officer of Chittagong. 
Pago 74. 

Question by — regarding re-ex elevation 
of the Rhurang Khal, ,Page8 88 and 
89. 

Question by — regarding recurring floods 
in Hcngal. Page 89. ' / r t 

*' I 

Question by — regarding Chittagong 
College and Khastgir Girls’ High 
English School, Chittagong. Pages 
3 and 4. ^ 

Question by — regarding reductipn^of the 
cost of fl^il and crimrnaP* litigation. 
Pao^eH 91 ^ul 99. « 


Nur ijnmeq, mr.— c(^m. 

4Juestion by — regarding small* tilas of 

Chittagong. Page 424. 

' • 

Question by — regarding ' extension • of 
the laboratories of the Chittagong 
College# Page 574. ^ ✓ 

Question by — regarding introdifction of 
compulsory mmtary training, ifi the 
higher classes of schools, etc* JPaces 
412 and 413. 

» .• 

Question by — regarding infant ahd 

maternal mortality in Bengal. Page 
578. 

Question by — regarding Moslem female 
medial })ractitioner8 and nurses. 
Page*^289. 

Speech by — on^the Bengal Tapks Im- 
jirovement Bill,* 1938. Pag^s *461, 
452 and 466.* 

Siieech Jiy — oiiposiug the am^ndrnentv of 
Dr. Ractha Kuinud , Mookerji to 
clauses 2 and 3 of the Calcutta and 
■ SubuVban Police (Amendment) Bill, 
‘ 19.39. Paj$3 663. ^ 

Si:^ech by — on the emendmeuts to 
clause 2 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Second (Amendment) Bill, 1938. 
Pages 433, 445 and 446. 

Speech by — on the #di8Cus8ion on the 
Su])plenientary Estimate of expendi- 
turo^. ^Page*614. • 

Speech by — on the Bengal Tanks fl!m- 
jirovement Bill, 19.‘18. Pages 469, 
471, 477 and 479. 

Speech by — on the Bengal Dentists 
Bill, 1^)38. Page 491. . 

1 

Obituary refij^ences — 

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk^ Dr. Brojend^a 
Nath Seal, Principal Giris Chandra 
Bose, Maulana*Shaukat A^. Pages 
'1-3. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. — 

\ 

Observations ,by — on the question of 
withdrawal of motion of Kh^ Baha- 
dur\ Asaf Khan regarding pmploy- 
menf *' by Government , of Sfettlement 
emyloj^es. Page *103. 
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Ormond, Mr. E. C,—^neld. 

4 » 

• 

Speech by — on the Resolution regard- 
ing imposition of import duty on rice 
. and paddy imported from foreign 
• countries. Pages 162-16|. ^ 

^ §peech by — on the Ben^i^ Dentists 
Bfll, 1938. Pages 489 and 490. 

r 

OyerTbrldj^e— 

Question regarding necessity foi^ an — 
at the Kumarkhali Railway Station. 
Pages 418 and 419. 


Overflowing of rivir Jumna— 

» I 

Question regarding — by Mr. Ranajit 
P^ Choujhury. Buges 642, 643 and 


Paddy, and Jute Committees-^ 

Question „by Mr. Kaniini Kumar Jlutta 
regarding — . Pages 80 an5 81. * • 

t 

• i 

Pai Chowdhury, Mr. Ranajit- i 


Discussion of the budget by — . Pages 
309-311. 


Point of ordef Raised by — enquiring 
whether the members (^xr# reply to^ 
the challenge of the Hor^l^ the ^ ^ 
• Home Minister asking the members 
to point out cases where the Police 
had committed excesses. Page 605. 


Point of order raised by — j^ointing out 
that the remark of the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister in the cou,usc of his 
speech opposing the motion for re- 
ferring the CalcuIJa ^and Suburban 
Police (A/nendment) kill to a Select 
Committee, that the law was not 
felt ^necessary it one time because 
tBe evil of obstructing the Pblice 
from attendi/^ meetings did not 
exist then, was contrary to ^what 
..Ziad^hle Minister, himself lAen- 
^ bed in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons to the’ Bill. Page 609. 
• ^ 
Question by — regarding Bengal Legis- 

latite Cquncil. Pages 57i\677 and 
678. ' • A 


xyr 

# 

Pal Chowdhury, Mr. Ranajit— eonfd. 

• 

^Question by — regarding ^ consultation . 
between the Physician and Surgeon 
to the Governor of Bengal whoever 
1in o^ieratioii is performed on the 
Governor. Page 429. 

Quest ioh by — regarding appointment of 
a Surgeon to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal. Page .428. 

Question by—regarding over-bridge at 
the Kumarkhali Raih^fny Station. 
Pages 418 and 419. 

Question ^by — regarding revenue-paying 
estates in the Presidency Division. 
Pages 20 ajid 27. * 

n , ^ • 

Qiiestion by — i;?gnr(ling overflowing of 
the river Jumna. ^ Pages 642, 643 
and 644. 

QiieHtion * by — regarding tube-wella 
wftbin the Debbf^ta Municipality. 
Pages 215 and 216. 

Qnestfon by — regarding grant to the 
European Mimtal Hospital at Kanko. 
Page 2T^. 

^^nestion by — regarding recruitment of 
Bengalis to sc'rviees in the Indian 
Mental Hospital, Ranehi. Page 213. 

Question by — regarding fJovernment of 
BengaFs contribution to the Indian 
Mental Hospital, Ranchi. Pages 212 
and 213. 

Quofftion by—regarding village 

• ^auza lEtniai|ii)ore. »Pages 019-620. 

I# 

Question by — regarding ^.qiiejitionnaire 
issued Jfk tiff Land Revenue Com- 
^nts.sion. Pages 203-205. 

Question by — reirarding mel ailed road 
ff-orfi Chomda. Pages 419 an^ 420. 

Qnestiifn^ by — regarding Ranehi Europ- 
ean Mental Hospital. Page 425. 

Qiiestkn^ b.^ — r^c^dmg appointment of 
a Physician to the Governor of 
Bengal. Page 429, 

Question by—regarding^ Beldanga 

Radhakishore Sugar ^lill. Page 41. 
o 

Question by—regarding congested judi- 
cial Voiflc in the D^^ond Harbour 
Civil Cioflrts. Pa!ges 36. 
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Pal Chowdhuryf Mr. RanalU—contd. I* Pal Cl|»wdhury, Mr/ Ranajit-H^ncld^ 


Quesfion by — regarding staff of 
Indian lifental Hospital; Ranohi. 

Page 216. 

• 

Question regarding travelling allow- 
ance for jurors. Pages 35 and 36. 

Remarks of — regarding unanswered 
questions pending with the. Govern- 
ment.. X^age 580# 

« 

Resoliftion • by — rega»ding levy of pil- 
grim tax on railway tickets 'sold for 
Navadwip and Navadwlp Ghat. 
Pages 107 and 108, 111-112. 

iBpeech by — supjoorting #,he motion for 
circulating the Calcfatttu^and Subur- 
ban Police (Amendment) lliil, 1939. 
Page 501 . 

A 

Speech by — in opposing* tKe Calcutta 
and Suburban Police , (Amendfnent) , 
Hill, 1939 during the Third Reading 
Stage. Page 676. 

Supplementary question by — on ^uesr 
tion regarding externmelft order of 
S,j. Joges Chandra Chatterjea Page 
83. 

Supplementary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding the Bengal Water- 
Hyacinth Act, 1936. Pages 79 and 
80. 


Stipplementary question by — to ques- 
ticwi regarding proscription of “Father 
Dabi.” Page 505. 


Panel of Chairmen — , . • 

Nomination made^by Mr. Presidenlf'^ 
the — . Page 64. 


‘Father Dabi,” proscription of— 

Question by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
Chbwdhury and Mr. Kamini Kumar 
Dutta regarding — . Pago 505. 


Payment of Government revenue — 

• . • 

Question regarding — . Pages anS 
5 ^ 9 . 


Physician and Surgeon to flie Governor 
of Gengal— 

'Que.stion regarding c^suliation be- 
t\\;^*eii the — whenever < 1113 ’ operation 
is performed on the Governor of 
Bengal. Page 429. 

Question regarding appointment of a — . 
Page 429. 


Supplementary question by — on short- 
notice question regarding granX. of a 
subsidy to ^ a loi'al » Bengali daily 
paper. . Page 427. ^ 

Supplementary questift^j lfy|— on ques- * 
tion regarding distribution of 'bwlls. 
Pages 131 and 132. 

Supplementary question by — to 4^es- 
tion regarding Jagannai^l^ Im-er- 
mediato College. Page 671. 

Supplementary question by-/oL ques- 
tion regarding protection of.Jiaganj 
town from erosion of the river 
Bhagirathi. Page 252. 

Supplementary question by — ^to ques- 

r tion regarding the probable ^ate of 
the inauimration of « Federiftion., 
Page 631. V. , 


Platfonns— 

Question regarding low — at stations 
(fJaiir to Bankura) on the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway. Page 34. 


Playgrounds and gymnasia in mufas^al 
municipality-^.’ 

Question regarding — by • Mr. Nu» 

Ahmed. Pages 144 and 145. 


Ppddar, H. P.— 

Question by — regarding ti^t'jftjjj|Cnange 
of tevt-boofts for schools. Pa^|^669. 

Question by — regarding the Intelligence 
Branmh. Page 203. • 

Questio^« by — regarding anti-*malana 

worky^ «»Pages 636 Mad fe 6 . 
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P«d|ar» H. p.-coJcW. . 

Question by — regarding Presidency 

General Hospital, Calcutta. Pages 
44 and 45, • 

Question by — regarding Primary Educa- 

^ tion cess. Page 9. • 

•olift ofr^nformatlon— 

— jai'sdd *by khan Bahadur Ataur 
•, Rahman as *to whether members 
will have to give notices of those 
questions Avhich will remain un- 

answered or thc'y will be answered in 
due course. Page 582. 

— raised by IVV*. Lalit Chai:^a *l)aa 
regarding amendment of section 57 

of tte Coufccil Rulesi and Standing 
*Ord#rs. Pages 181-185. 

Point of order— 

— raised b,t^ Mr, Jjalit (^hanjjra 4)as 
regarding insuffii‘ienc,> of time lor 

' studying th^ amomln?l‘nts to the' 

Calcutta and Suburban IViliee 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939. Pages 545 
and 54G. 

— raised by Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerji 
as to whether the’ Resolution .moved 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan 
recommending* legislation by ^^era’ ' 
Legislature to regulate trade in 
drugs, medicines and biological pro- 
ducts is in accordance with the 
Government of India Act, 1935, 
Pages 540, 541, 542 and 543. 

— raised b^’ Maharaja Sir M^nmatha 
Nath Ray Obowdhnry, of Santosh, 
regardTng sending of artfendments to 

^ the Bengal^Tenancy 7SiVond Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1938. Page 92. 

— raiaed^bx Mr. Ramijit Pal Choudhury 
pointing out that the remark of The 
Hon’ble the Home Minister in the. 
course of his speech opposing ^-he 
thei Calcutta and 
Su^rban Police (Apiendment) Bill 
to a Select Committee, that the law 
was not felt necessary at oife time 
because the evil of obstruj^ng the 
Police from attending meetings did 
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0 

I Point of order-~cond(/. 

not exist, then, was contrary to what 
The Minister himself mentioned in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons 
to the Bill. Page C09. ' * 

— raksed by Mr. Ranajit Pal Choudhury 
enquiring whether the members can 
reply to the challenge of the Hon' hie 
the Home Minister, asking the 
meinlmrs to point mi cases where the 
Police * had committed , exQpsses. 
Page (><t5, * 

— raised ))>^tbe Maharaja of Santosh as 
to whether tlfe Bengal Tenancy 
(Seecnd AiqiMidment) Bill, 1938,'"' * 
could ^be ialv^u, up fftr consideration 
lor want of tlm usual 7 days’ notice 
under section 83 of the Rules and 
Standing Orders. Pages 124 and 125. . 

» J 

* -raised b,\ Mr. 1>. ,1. Colien regarding 

the irndevaney of Mr.^Sbrish Chandra 
(3iakraverli in referring to the 
})ovverV* already imssesscsl hy tin' 

. Commissioner of Polic’e while the 
House i.s Concerned with the question 
whether a particular motion sITould 
bo passtH.1 or not. Page 003. 

Point of personal explanation — 

(« 

— made by Babu Radha Kumud 

Mookerji cxjilaining that the motion 

* for referring the Calcutta and 
Subfirbaii Police (Amendment) BilL^ 
hfcs been *niof ed not t 4 ) -obstruct tho 
a^ftTvities of tlip Government, but 

* with a^desm' to sit wiilrtij<5 Govern- 
ment' anil ^deliberate on tho provi- 
sibris. Page 008. 


Polnt^of (yl^nege— 

— raised by Dr. Radha Kumud 
’ ^ooidj^rij, .Is affecting tho privileges 
of his party rbj^arding tho attitude 
of the Hou.se towards a very modest 
proposal brought hy his pitrty which 
involved showing some (Jclisideration 
for a great event^^ (viz*, the fast of 
Mahatma Gandhi over the affairs in» 
th^ Rajkot* State) which ^as happen- 
ing elsewbpre. Pagei--431 and 432. 
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k 

Point of Privilege — concU, ^ 

raised by Dr. Radha Kumud 

Mookerfi, that the privileges confer- 
red by section 84(1) of the Govern- 
‘ment of India Act to lay down its 
own business and procedure, have 
been violated as no actipn has yet 
been taken on the report of the 
Select Committee submitted to the 
House more than 0 mouths back. 
Pages 216-223.* 

— raised *by Mr. ^umayun Kabir over 
the non-ai)pointmetit of^a Leader for 
the Upper House. Page 466. 

Political prl8on«r(8)— ^ , 

Question by ^r. Kumini Kumar Butta 
regarding — . Page 84. 

Question regarding prosAnitiorf of — for*, 
refusal to jjivo thei;- thumb' impres- 
sions. Page 202. 

Question roganling — Ambieui Charan 

Chakraverti. page 49. • 

Question regarding — B^bu Prasanta 

Kumar Sen. Page 17. • 

Question regarding — Pravat Chandra 
Chakra varty. Page 18. 

P08ts Of S^retary, Deputy Secretary, 

etc.— 

Question regarding appointments made * ' 
^ in the temporary — . Pages* 23 and 
24. 

PreaenfatToV of the Riurtli Report of trte / 

Privilege Committee — * • I 

— by Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim. 
Page 633. 

Preaidency College. Hall In the— 

Question by Khan SahiB .Mnkil H«nid 
Chowdhury regarSing — . Pages 503 
end 604. 

% 

Presidency Qpllege. Acommodation for 
, the Students’ \Jnion, etc., of the— 

® * 

Question BSaKhan Sahib^AlTdul Hanrid 
Chowdhur^refearding-^., Page 527. 


Pre^dency General Hospital, Caligitta— 

I 

' Question regarding — . Pages 44-46. 

(• , ■ * 

President,* Mr.— 

# 

Announ(»3ment by — regarding Proroga- 
tion of the House. Page 6T8. * 

Announcement ^y — about the dekth of 
His Excellency the Right** Hon’ ble 
Lord Brabournc, Governoi* of Bengal, • 
kand adjournment df the Council, in 
consequence thereof. Page 323. 

Announcement by — of His Excellency 
the Governor’s assent to — 

The Bengal Repealing and Amend- 
i ig|; Bill, 1938. ^ago 506. 

The Bengal Official Receivers Bill,, 
1938. Pa|e 55. • • , ^ • 

Announeemenl by — that His Excellency 
the Governor had directed that the 
Hon’iile . Finance ^linister would 
reply to the Budget* Discussion on 
*the *24tli February before Govern- 
ment Business fixed for that day was * 
^taken upf Page 3!^). * • 

-difevsociates himself witli the sentiments 
of condolence expressed by hon’ble 
members in connection with the 
Condolence Resolution regarding the 
death of Lord iJrjfbourne. Pages 333 
and, 334. 

. • - • 

* Con^^satulation exiiressed by — when 

Khan Bahadur S. Fazal Elahi oif his 
appointment as Sheriff of Calcutta. 
Page 54. 

Decision by — as regards the verbal 
ameiutment of Mr. Hunrayun ’Kabir 
to j^he amendment of Khan Bahadur 
Saiy’ed Muazzamuddin Hosiiin* to 
clauses and 3 of the Calcutta and 
Suburban^ l^lice (An^endment) Bjll, 
1939. Page 659. 

Enquiry by — as *to how m^ny^other 
members were willing to take part in 
the Budget Di^wssiop, and laying 
down a time-limit of 6 minutes by — . 

* for each ton’ble meiffSwJ^^Pli^rished 
to speak. Page 373. 

Nomination made by — ^to the Committee 
on Petitions. Page 54. ^ 

Nomij^ion by — ^to the Panel of Chair- 
men . *Page 54i 
I # 
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Obitufiry references made by — * ^ag^s 

1-3- , 

• 

Observations of — on the poi^t of order 
raised by Maharaja Sir ^aiimatha p 
Nath Ray Chowdhury, of Snntosh, 

regarding sending of amendments to 
th« Bengal Tenancy* (Second Amend- 
•ment) Bill, 1938. Page 92. 

• ’• . • 

Observations l^ — ^that it was not for 

any member to accept or not to 
accept an amendment; it was for the 
House as a whole to do so. Page 
245. 

Observations bj — on the withdrawal of 
the Resolutfoii of Khan ’^lahradur 
Asa^ Khan^egardinji emi)loymeni by 

• Oovernment of SAtlemcnt omi)loyees. 
Pages 104 and 105. 

Observatioiis by — on 4he augg^stioifs of 
Mr. E. (V Ormond for the with- 
drawal moticm of Khan itah^duy 
Asaf Khan regarding etnployment l^y 
Government qi Settleimmt em])loy(H‘s. 
Page 103. « 

Observations by— that motions passed 
by the House in the form ot addresses 
to His Excelltincy the Governor were 
not to be considered as Reso'. itions 
but as Si)eeirJ^ Motions. Page 21. , i 

Observations by — that he would like to 
consult tlie convenience oi non- 
official members on iiou-offuia! days 
and that of the members of the 
Treasury Bench on official days, m 
regard to the duration of a day’s 
. fitting. Page 09 ^ 

Observations by — thatt i^ a Bill had ^ 

• already bean referred to a Select 
Committee by the Lower House, that 
fact bajred a ’'Select Committee 
motion in the Upper House in respect 
of the same Bill. Page 451. 

♦ 

Observ-jil^j.... ~by — that if , an adjourn- 
*’ meo^" motion w-as raised on the basis 
of a petition, then, it could not be 
regained as a matter of ' ’ public 
impbrtance or' urgent. P^ses 133 
and 134. ^ \ 


) PrtiMtntp Mr.-~<con(d. 

Observations by — that a member* who 

*has given notice of an adjournment 
motion ought to be in ^ position to 
take uiion himself the- I'esponsibility 
of any statement which may have 
appeared in the papers, and on which 
he relics for his case. Page 135. 

Observations by — in reply to a request 
on t4ie‘ subject that the business of 
the Legislafure must be conducted 
in the thiglish language ae^ laid* down 
in the’ Government of India Act. 
Page 17f. 

Obscr\ ations by -fliat the Chair cannot 
give a ruliiji^g uii any hypothetical 
matUV. Pufee j85. • 

OhscrvatioiiH by — on the Report of the 
*■* Rules ('ommiltec wliicli had not yet 
been discussed. Pages 185 and 180. 

* * Obseiwatioiis by — on tho udmissibility 

• of the adjoirrnment'^ motion of Mr. 
Laiit Chamlra Das regarding the 
allcgdk! drastic* action taken by Gov- 

» . ernment over the n'aliziitioii of 

arrears ot rents and canal dues 
the tenants of tho Damodar (bmal 
area. Page's 178-180. 

Observations by — regarding the point 
of inforinaiioii raised by Mr. Laiit 
(’handra Das c()nsequen.t on amend- 
ment ol section 57 of the Council 
Rules and Standing Orders regulating 
* the procedure relating to th(* discus- 
sioii^ot ordinances. I*ag<‘s 181-185. 

Y‘*l’*''^** l*v^ tbjR 'hi regard to 
section 84(3) ol. the Govorhinent of 

• India ^\ct,^thq^(iovenior acl s' m bis 
dist^rfdioif and is not bound t*ven to 
ask for the advice ol his Ministers. 
Page 220. 

by — that a point of order 
ean b#i» raised only when in the 
’ojjinion of a member there has been 
an error in the procedure. I'age 
^24. ‘ 

Observation by — that wbelh a Bill came 
under Schedule V'll, List of the 
Government ot India Act,<^he lldiiso 
has every right t^ pa^TH any legisla- 
tion, although it would entail amend- 
ment^ jbemg made in the parent 
legislation. Page 232 
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PratidMit, Mr. ’—contd, ( 

Ofeservations by-— that an hon’ble mem- 
ber in* charge of a Bill could fnove 
that tlje Bill as amended be passed, 

< only if there is no objection. Page 
238. 

Observations by — in asking^ Sir Edward 
B/3nthal to give his opinion about the 
admissibility or otherwise, of Mr. 
Htimayun E^lbir’s verbal amendment 
to thi’ amendment of Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain to the 
Calcutta and Subtrbarl Police 
(Amendment) f'^ill, 1909. Page 659. 

Observations^by — in ^pnnection with the 
General T)iscus»ion the Budget 
that it was not necessary to give a 
resume o\ all the points raised by 
an hon’hle member <^d that it was 
the duty of the Governmen^t to take* 
note of thim. Page 291. i 

Observations by — that evei^ individual 
or party has the right to abstaip 
from participating in^the prtoedings 
-of the House at any time and^ their 
doing so does not involve any broach 
of the privilege cf the House. Page 
432. 

Observatfcns by — that if the House 
agrecnl unanimously, he would bo 
willing to 8usj)end the question hour * 
for the next day and allow the ques- 
tion hour to be dcvotetl U) the dis- 
cussion of the Ijudget'f tW benefit 
of 'the non-oflBicial members, f Pages 
ShTmU 364. 

Observations by — that in the ^afie of an^ 
adjournment motion it was for the 
House to permit an hon’hle. member 
to move such a motion and tV^e Chair 
only saw whether it in order, 
viz., whether it fulfilled the require- 
ments of the Bulfs |n^ Standing 
Orders goverftihg the admission of 
an adjdbrnment motion. Pages 430 
and* 431. 

t . 

Observations by — on the Hon’ble Home 
Minister’s request for not having any 
sittinjj^ of the Council^ ^luring the 
Budget V^iscussions in the L6wer 
Hou^. Page 534. * • 


PrtiMeiit, Mr. — cov>til. 

I 

• Observations by— in consulting the 
^ leaders of the various parties as to 
* the admissibility 6i Mr. Humayun 
Kabir’s verbal amendment to the 
amendment of Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain to clau,serf^ 2 
and 3 of the Calcutta and' Suburban 
Police (AmdRdment) Bill. P^€s659. 

Observations by — on ^he peinii of order 
^ raised by Dr. ^ Radha liumud 
Mookerji as to whether the Resolu- 
tion moved by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Tamizuddin Khan • recommending 

legislation by the Federal Legislature 
to regulate trade in drugs, medicines 
‘ aif(j biological products is in accord- 
ance with the Government of India 
Act, 1935.€ Pages /MO, 541* ,542 anti 
543. . , ‘ ' 

Observations by—on the point of order 
’’ rai^ by Mr. Lalit Chandra* Das 
regarding insufl&cierfcy of time for 
' 8ti*dying the amendifients to the 
Calcutta and Suburban Polled 
^ (AmendSient) Bill^ 1939. Pages 545e 
# 546. • 

Observations by — on the sitting of the 
Council to discuss the Rules of the 
House. Page 536. 

« »' 

Observations by — ^in connection with 
the licneral feelin*; of disappointment 
‘--oppressed by hon’ble members at the 
inadequate time allotted for the 
general discussion of the budget, that 
the general practice followed in all 
Legislative Assemblies was that 
supporters of Government did not 
ui^ually take much part in the Budget 
Discussion, thereby ensuring ***aore 
facilitidt, to the Opposition, Page 
3G0. • • 

• • 

Observations — on the noint raised 
by Khan Sahib Abdul Haiqij^ Chow- 
dhury as to whether any circular 
letter was issued inviting amend- 
ments to the Benga l Maternity 
Benefit%Bill, 1938. *118^84 

Observation^ by — in reply to {he com- 
plaint of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
re^rding his * unanswersfd abort- 
question. gbouf some inoidenta 
in Noakhali. Page 581. 



i INDEX. 


PrMdeirt, MrAon«</. , 

Observations by — on the correctness of 
criticising the general policy of the 
GoVemmeiit in a discussion 8n the 
Supplementary Budget. Page 511. 

^ 4 

Observations by — asking the (xovern- 

*/Dient if it is not possible to make the 
I^Explanatory Me.noranda, appended 

* tor the Supplementary Budget, a little 

• elabdrate so as to elinjinate 
' unnecessary* criticism in the Rouse by 

' members and also requesting mem- 
bers to see the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister in his Chamber to get 
further explanation. Pages 519 and 
o20. 


XXXI 

t 

J 

PTMident, 

Ranjan Sarker as the Leader*^of the 
Fpper . House, althou^fh Mr. Presi- 
dent's ruling in that connection was 
that the Leader must *be a member 
of the T’pper House. ‘Page 4(5(3. ^ > 

Reference by—to Sir Evan Cotton’s 
deatli. Pages 523 and -524. , 

, > 

Re hi arks by-r-regaiding »,>1jo observa- 
tums o^ Mr. Humayun Kabir about 
the ptirilege of the members to give 
notiw of amendments on the floor 
of tne House. Page 655. ♦ ’ 


Observations by — explaining^ the pur- 
pose of -^e Supplementary Budget. 

• •Page 614. * , 

• if* 

Observations by — on the functions of ^ ' 

• the .Public • Accounts Committee. 
Page 509. 


Permission not given by — to R.ai 
Keshab Chandra Banerjec Bahadrr 
to speak i.i Bengali, on the grcnind’ 
that Bengali was not the language of 
the House. Page 402. 


Mnciples laid down by — governing 
adjournment motions, that at the 
* ‘admission” stage the matter should 
not be argued oi\ its merits, but 
the failure of Governmert to do 
* certain acts must be establi£#\j^, and 
that- +he mere fact that there is 
' likelihood of the matter being taken 
to a Court of Law will not bring - 
jfii within the*^strictions imposed in 
^ cases which are already svh judice. 
Pages 369 and 370. ^ 


l-raised the question as to whether 
' previous sanction of £he Governor 
was taken under si»b-clau8e (3) (d) of 
the section 108->of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, in regard to the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939. Page 548. 

by-— to a query *• of 
Mr. . BuAfltyun Kabir as to the 
appointment of *a Leader for the 
Up^r House that there was a com- 
munication from the Government 
appoint^ .'Hqn’ble 1^. Nalini 


Reply by — to the remarks of Mr. 
Ranajit Pal Choiiflhiiry regarding 
unanswered questions , pending with 
the Government. Page 580. 

.> 

Rei>Jy by — to Dr. Radha Kuinud 
Mookyrji’s enquiry as to whether 
((uestionji xfW] become time-barred by 
pro.mgation. Page 582 


Ruling by — on the point of information 
raised ^by Khan Bahadur At^ur 
Rahman as to whether the members 
will have to give nqlices ot those 
questions wbi^>fi will remain un- 
answered or tdey will bo answered 
in duo couAe. Page 


Ruling ..’y-regarding Mr. Labt Das’s 
resolution j r^c^arding Mg. Gandhi’s 
fast » thatj as the • motion came 
under s€*i>ion 118 of the Rules and 
Standing Orders of the ’*Co unci 1, a 
special day would have to be allotted 
by the fjovernor for the discussion 
(If that i^otion and as it was a day 
ear-marked for official business, the 
matter eould not be taken up that 
day 3 I-^iges# 464-466. ^ 

Rkling^ by — that refere^ices t# the 
Lower House made in»the speeches of 
the Iiwn’ble members of the Uppeyr 
Hods^ yill not be '^yit of ' order. 
Page 197. 



INDEX. 


. fxxii 


PresMeiit, Mr.— concW. 

Ruling by — on the point of privilege 
raised by Dr. Radha Kumud 

Mookerji to the effect that the 
privileges conferred by section 84(1) 
of the Government of India Act to 
lay down its own business and pro- 
cedure have been violated as no 
action has yet been taken on the 
r<gport of the Select Committee sub- 
mitted as far back as 6 months ago. 
Pages 222 and 223. ' • . 

Ruling by — on the ‘'^^remarks of Mr* 
Humayun Kabir claimii g the privi- 
lege of giving notice of an amend- 
ment on the floor of the JHouse, on 
the basis of a previous decision from 
the Chair. Page G50. >F 

Ruling by — that Mr. Nur Ahmed’s reso- 
lution regarding early stei\8 to bo 
taken for the imposition o£> ipiport 
duty on rietPund i)addy imported froin 
foreign countries vas in order in 
view of a notice having been given 
by the Central <Legislati\e Assembly 
terminating the Bunirti-lncUa Trade 
Agreement. Page 158. 

Ruling by — that he could not suspend 
the provision of Hide 83 regarding 
seven days’ notice on every occasion 
csi>ccialiy when it tended to encroach 
on the ^iights of the members of 
the House. Page 125. 


Primary Education Act in Mymensingh— 

Questio^i regarding Pa^es 9 and 

11 . 


Primary Education Cess— 

\ 

Question regarding — . 'Pages ^ 7, 9, 
11, 12, 200, 201, 251, 252 and 416- 

418. 


PriMilega Committee. Presentatlen of 
the Fourttv Report of the-^- 

— ^by Khan Bebaiur M. Abdul Karim. 
Page 6^3. - ‘ 

'lOi 


Protiibltlon— 

^Question regarding success or other- 
wise of the experimental measure of 
•^started in the Noakbali district. 
•Page 410. . 


Properties forfeited to Hit Malasty-^ 

Qtiestion regaining— . Pages 24* and 
26. 


Prorogation- 

Announcement by Mr. President re- 
garding—. Pago 678. 

b r< 

Proscribed books of Kail Nazrul Islam— 

* o * 

Question by Mr. Humayun Kabif re- ' 
^ garding— . Page 530. 

Proscription of Pather DaV^i— 

•Question by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 

I Chowdhiiry and Mr. Kamini Kuma? i 
- Dutta regarding — . Page 505. 

Purtic Service Commission- 

Question by Mr. Lalit Chandra 1 
regarding appointment of the itt 
hers of the-i-. Pages 460-462. 

9i 

Questionnaire- 

Question regarding — issued 

Land Revenue' -^Tommissioi 
203-205 

Radhakishc-^, Sugar Mill- 

Question ren^arding — at Beldanga. 

Page 41. 


Raikut, the Hon'ble Mr. Praeanna Deb— 

Reply by — to the moii^ th^Viie Salt 
Excise Preventive Departfiient be 
not transferred from the Gevemment 
of Bengal to the Central •Gbvemr 
menu. Pages 166^109, 



•index. 


Mikot 8tat»- 

Afijouruiuent motion tablod by Dr. 
Kadba Knmud Jilookerji regaiiding 
.Mahatma Gandhi's fast protesting 
against the conduet of tl^e authori- 
ties of t^e — . Pages 407 and 408. 

RHihahi College— 

? 

Question ' regarding expulsion of Raj- 

I shahi College students. Pages* 199 
and 200. • 


Rajihahi Collegiate Sohool. The 
students of the— 

Question \y Kl^an Bahadu>'' Maulvi 
Muhammad ^ Ibrahii^ regarding — ! * 
• Pages 528 and *529.^ * 

Raafipur Ringhbhaw Reserve. Reforesta- 
tion of— ' * », 

, Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed regVi^ 
ing— . Page 76.’, 


J 

• Ray Chowdhury, sir Manmatha Nath, of 
Santosh -i'onchL ’ 

• ^ 

8j»ec^‘h by — on the Condolence Resolu- 
tion regarding the death ot laird 
Jlrabourne. I*ages Mill and 11:12. 

Speech 1>Y — regarding IJeiigul 'renaney 
(Second Amendment) Hill, 19118. 
Pages 1199, 9)0, 4:18440 anjf 4411. 

Reappointment of retired Rovemment 
.. servants^ • 

} 

Question ilgardmg--. Pages 1:1-15, 

’ - 

Recruitment— 

A 

Question regarding — ol ^ Inspectors of 
the ('(M)perativ(‘ Departiiuuit . Pages 
, 20(1 ^ind 2li)7.. *> 

t 

' a 

Recfiiitment of Bengalees— 

Question^ regarding — to s(*rvices in the 
Indian Mimtal 'Hospita*. '•^ilanchi. 
Pages 2111 and 214. 


Ray Chowdhury, Sir Manmatha Nath, of 

Santosh— 

' • 

Discussion of the Budget by — , Pages 

342-*350. *• 

Observa^ms by— on tile withdrawal of 
the Resolution of Khan Pabadur 
Asaf Khan regarding emplo:j^ent by 
Government of Settlement em- 
ployees. Pages 104 and 105. 

Obser^ atijns by— on the .Resolution of 
Khan Bahadur Asaf Khan regarding 
" ' employment of dischavired 8ettle- 
tneijt employebs. Pages 102 and 
103. 

Point of order raised by— regarding 
sending of amendments to the 
Bengal Tenancy (Second Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1938. Page 92. 

Poipt /-f raised by — as to whether 

the Bengal Jenancy (Second Amend- 
mcirt^Bfll, 1938, could be tkken 
for consideration as 7 days^ notit?e 
of intention to move was not 
given in accordance with section 83 
of the Rules and Standing Orders. 
Pages 124^ and 126. ' ; 

• • ■ ' 


Reduction of the cost of civil and orimlnal 
litigation — 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed »regard- 
iiig- ihiges 91 and 92. 

i 

Reduction ot rent — t - 

(bie^iioit reg^ding— . Pages 2* and 
2(). |W 


Re-excavation of the Dholal Khal— 

Qiietftion ri^j^rdmg — by Khan Bahadur 
K^zi Abfiur Rashid. Pago 4611. 

» 


n/exi^avatlon *of^ the Dhurang Khal— 


Question by Mr. Nur Aimed reganf 
ing-~. Pago 88 and SPj 


Referenoe to Sir Evan Cotton’s diuith— 

j 

— by Mr! President. P’jiges 623 and 
524. . ' 
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t 

Rtfartnoes ta tha Lowar Houta— 

Point of information * as to whetheif — 
in the speeches of members of the 
Upper House would be in order. 
Pages 196 and 197. 


Re-instatamant of pantion- 

Question by Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
rsgarding — ^to Babu Uma • Obaran 
Chowdbury. Page 84. 


Raglitratlon Oapartmant — 

. «*■ 

Question regarding the creation of one 
. post of Inspect’ing Officer in the — . 
Pages P49-261. 


RMort of tha Dacca 
Enquiry Commictaa— 



Question regarding — . Pages 175 - 177 . 


Ragistration Oapartmant. Grievancaa of 
the amployaas of— ^ 

Question regardingc—by^ Mr. Shrish 
Chandra Chakraverti. J*age 575. 

Ragistration Empicyaas* Association. ^ 
Tha All-Bangai— 

Question liy Mr. Krishna ^-handra'Hoy 
(^howdhury regarding — . J*age 529. 
Question iy Mr. Shrish C'handra Cffiak- 
raverti regarding — . Images 501 and 
502. . . 


Rasoiutions — 

Questions regarding tabling and dis- 
cussion, of, and action taken on — 
moved in the Legislature Council 
and the Legislative Assembly. Pages 
19-21. 


Ratranohiiiant— 

Question regarding — made since April, 
19.‘l7. Pages 15 and 16. 

Question regarding W|)ite Paper on—, 
^ages 121 and 122. ^ 


Ragistrar of Assurances — 

Quest; m regarding a])ix)intment of 
clerks from outsiders in the office of 
^he — . Pages 12 and lil. 

R^gistitation Office — 

Question regarding clerk s ai.J copyists 
of the — . Pages 6 an. 9. 

Registry office. Binding anrks in tna — 

Question regarding— Mr. Krishna 
Chandra Kay Chowonury. Page C15. 

Registry OffloSy Caloutta— 

Question regarding allegations against 
the — . Page 421. 

kA 

Registry Offiea, Caloutta. Copyists of— 

Question ^ Mr. SeliriBh ChaXidra Chak- 
raverti regSltling — . Fa^e 670. 


Ravonua-paying astataa— 

Question regarding — in the Presidency 
DoFision. Pages 2(5 and. 27. 

Revenue sales — 

I Question regarding imposition ‘of fees 
for exemption from — . B^ores 30 
I and 31. .t _ ^ 


Rights of tho tenants— 

Question regarding — . Page. 29 and 
30. 


R^ziafcul Haldory ChcrJ^^Udfl^ Khan 
BahadUr— 

Question by— regarding ' ab|8nce of 
proper landing stages and passenger 
shedst at Hatiya and Sandwip 
Steamer Ghats.* Page 
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ftoiid rtpaii 

Question regarding grant* ^or-rin 
Jiapanj-Azimganj. Municipality. 

^iige63.; 


'QMd development— 


^•estiun by 
Ce^rding— 


Mr. ftalit Chandra *Das 
Pages 71 amd 72. 


Road Development Scheme, Araoan— 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed regard- 

, ing — . Page 73. 

1 

Roy Chowbhury, Mr. nnsnna unandra — 

• y , 

A)Ts( US8ion of tlft* Bi^get by — . Pages 

358-354. ^ 

•Queslion by — regar^ng the copy- 

ing work •)J/©a( h muharir. Page 571. 

Question by — regarding the AlV-Bbngal . 
Registration ^^iployet^s Associatioi^ ' 
Page 529. • , 

• % 

Question by — regarding transfer of 

einjiloyees under the District Sub- 
jftegistrar’s Office. iPage 524. 

Question by — regarding binding works 1 
in the Registry Office. Page G15. 

• • • * o 

Sj)eech by — on the Resolutiom^ to re- 
employ in Government offices, clerks, , 
etc., discharged from the Settlement 
Department. Pa^es 65 and 66. 
Supplementary question by — to ques- 
regarding All-rfengal Registra- 
tion Employees Assomation. Pages 
.50^ afid 5a3. 


fulM— 

Questi^ regaraing — or oaiiy practice in 
TEeHigh Court and in the Subordi- 

nnrl *17 


Rulot for tho appointment and promoAn 
of Government tervente— 

Question regarding — . Pages 5 and 6.* 

♦ ' 

Ruling— 

— given by Mr. President that refer- 
ences# to the Jjtiwer House made in 
the speeches ol the hon’4rlo mem- 
bers of the Dpiier Houst^ wbuTd not« 
be out of order.. Page 197. 

— grveh'hy Mr. President ^n the point 
of order* raised by the Maharaja of 
SaiitoslJ as to ivliether the Bengal 
Tenancy Second (.Amendment) Bill, 
19:j^ could ^ he taken up for C()DB% 
del’a^on in the absence of the usual 
7 days’ notice? Page 125. 

- given by Mr. President on the point 
()j| privilege raised hj' Dr. Radha 
Krtinud Mookerji lhavthe privileges 
cdVifirmod ]\v section 84(7) of the 
Government 5t‘ TndiS Act to lav down 
its owft business and procedure 
hav(* Jieon violated inasmuch as no 
action li^d As yet b(‘eu <itak(^fi on the^ 
Rejiort. of the Select Committee 
whi<‘h was 8ubmitt«'d to the House 
more than d'lnonths back. Pages 
222 and 223. 

— given by Mr. PresidenfTa on a jmint 
of order regarding tho amendment 
ol section 57 of the (Council Rules 
and Standing Onlers. Pages 181- 


Salary of the new Ministry— 

f * • ' 

Question ij^r^'ng — . Pages 421 and 
422. 

Sanyal, Mr. ^Baohindra Narayan— 

ek 

vSp(^*eh by — in support of the Rosolu- 
* tion moy^d by Khan Bahadur Asaf 
' Khan,* lAg^rding employment by 
tloVornment of discharged Settle- 
ment employees, Pajiy 93. 


Poftit*of information as to the submis- 
siAi of the* Report of the — , Pages 
185 and 186. ... 


Barker, the Hon'b|B Mr. NalinI Raaftn— 

Presentation of Supplementary Esti- 
*mata of Expenditure by—. PagS 
466. • * 
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Strktr, tnt Hon’blt Mr. Nalini Ranjaii-' 

concld. 

Presentation of the Budget Estimate 
for the year 193940 by — . Pages 
186-]96. 

Remarks by — in opposing an adjourn- 
ment motion regarding a letter 
written by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Ministor to Maulvi C’howdhury 
Shamsuddin Ahmed in which he 
charged most of'ithe Hindu officers 
with dii Royalty. Pages 430 /and 431. 
Remark by -on Khan 'bdiudur S. 
Fazal Klahi’s adjournnu nt motion 
regarding exjjressing tiie syrn])nthy 
of the House with* tlu* ^^.deBtine 
Arabs in their figh^ for the protection 
of their sclf-reRpPt*t< Page 123. 

Re])ly by — te ^the Resolution regarding 
imjxisition of import duty oi. rice ^ 
and jiaddy imported from foreign 
countries. P .ges 104-!0(). 

Reply by — to the* Budget Discussion 

J>ages 386-397. 

<•< , ' 

Replies to l-he jioint of order raised b> 

Mr. Kaimni Kumar Dutta whether 
the imposition ol imp«»rl duties on « 
rice and paddy was in order in view 
of the India and Buima Trade Regu- 
lation Ci*d('r of 1937. Page 158. 

Speech hy — iniroducing the (’ondolence 
Resolution regarding tin* death of 
the Rt. Hon’ble Lor<l Brahourne. 
Page .325-328. 

Speech by — on th<‘ discu* on the 
^ Supplementary Estimate. Pages 
'514, 515, 516,' 517, 018 and '^9. 

Speech hy — on the Kesorution of Rai 
Bahadur Surendra Narnyan Sinha 
regarding public holiday or hical 
holiday for the Rathaj’atra fesffcival. 
Pages' 113 and 114. *• 

t 

u 

Sarker, Ral Sahib Indu Bt>.ti3ah— 

Discussion of the Budget by — . Pages 
;180-;182. 

Enquires what is meant by “Interest 
on revenue refund* 1.” Page 518. 
Speei’h* by — on the Bengal Relief to the 
Poor and Eneraployed Bil., 1937. 
Page 234. 


J Sarkir, Rai Sahib Infa BhuMii— concid. ‘ 

Speech by — on the disciisBioh <on the 
Supplementary Estimate. Page 513. 

— wants to be enlightened regarding • 
the Famina Relief Grant. Page 

f* 

Scarcity- 

Question regaining food — i ^ 
Goahmdo subdivision. Pages 21 and 
22 . 
la 

Scab Dr. Brojendra Nath— 

Obituary reference to — . Page 2. 

San, Prapnta Kumar— , 

Questior/ regarding—*^ political jirison- 
' er. Page 1^;* 

Separation of Judicial and executive 
functions — ^ # 

Question regarding — . Page 49. 

*lhamsuddin Ahmed, -the Hon'ble Mr.— . 

• • 

lU^dy by — to the motion for taking 
early steps to impose import duties 
on rice and paddy imported ^from 
foreign countries. Pages 160 and 
; 161 . 

Shauka^ Ali— 

Obituary reference to Maulana — . 
Pago 3. 

^ Sii, Birendra Nath— * 

Question regarding prosecution 

tor smuggling of arms. Pages ^23 
and 424. 

Singh Roy, the Hon’ble Sir BiJoy 
Prasad— 

Notice given by — of an amendment for 
the eirculation of the ' ^on- 

.. Agrieultjural Tenancy Bill, 1937. • 
Page 137. 

Nolice of an amendment given by — for 
the eirculation of the Bengal *Land 
Alienation Bill, 1938. ’ Pages 187 and 
1:38. ' 

lA . 
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Mn^ Roy, tko Hon'Mo lir Hio« 

Hi»U*^ondd. 

• 

Notice of an amendment given^ by — 
J0r circulatfbn of the Bengal Estates 
^^^artition (Amendment) Bill, 1938. 
Page 14J. \ • • • 

'^otiee given by-I-of his intention to 
• 8 A 0 ve for the cdlisideration of* the 

* Be^ab Tanks Improvement Bill, 

* 1938, .on the 17th February, 1939. 

•Page 137. • i 

Notice of an amendment given by — 
for the circulation of .the Bengal 
Emergency Rent Remission Bill, 

1938. iPage 138. 

• #* * • 

Replies Jo the point of ordei#that oon- 
sideration of* the Jpengal Tenancy 
. ^Second iraendniQ Bill, 1938, 
mdHred by him couW not be taken up 
for want of 7 days’ notice. Page 

‘ 12£i* • 

Report of th^Select Oommitteo on tll» 
Bengal Relief to Poor and Unhmpl<ty- . 
ed Bill, 1937, (Siesented by—. Pag* 
139. 

Speech by— on the Bengal Belief to 
the Poor nhd Unemployed Bill, 1937. 
Ages 225, 227.22^f, 232-234, 237- 

238, 240. •• 

S])eech by— ‘on the resolution of^ Khan 
Bahadur* Asaf *Khan rggarding 
•employment by Governmeift dis- 
charged Settlement employees. Pages 
98-101. 

Speech by — regarding fKengal Tanks 
^Jtaifprovement Bill, 1938. Pages 4ol- 
454. . 

f . 

Speech by — regardin 4 j{ Bengal Tenancy 
(Second Amendment)* Bill, 1938. 

* Pages 398i^04, 434 , 437, 447-448, 449. 
Speech •by — regarding Bengal Bates of 

4iiW!f8t Bill, 1938. Page 450. 


Inhty Rgy^Billfidur Bhunendra Naraudn. 
of NSthipur— 

Quastit»n by — grant luj inpmi :ii 

Jiaganj-Aaimganj Municipality. Page 
S3. • • / 


If Siliiit, Raja Bahainr RRuyaaira Rarayaa, 

Of Nithipur— concid. . . 

Question -by — regarding tfail Admini- 
stration. Page 18. ^ ^ 

Question by — regarding Education 
C^ess in Murshidabad district. 
Page* 0 and 7. 

/• 

Question by — regarding How^^a)!* Bridge. 
Page 91. 

• • •’ 

Que$tia?l by — regarding jjeduction of 
"**reilt.' Page 25. 

Question Jby — regarding Debt Settle- 
ment Boards. Page 35. 

Si)eeoik by--j»garding Bengal Tanlfl 
ImprVoment Jiill,. 19J48. Page .454. 

Speech by — regarding Bengal Tenancy 
(Second Am^dmeift) Bill, 1938. 

. Ptges 44^? and 44;b ^ 

• • 

Speo^^-h by — regarding Bengal Dentists 
• Bill, 1938. * Pages 189, 494. 

Supylemeiflary qucwtion by — on ques- 
tion ^regarding Beldanga Radba^ 
kishore Sugar Mill. Page 4^. 


SInha, Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan— 

Discussion of the budget — . Pages 
377-379. 

—moves resolution regarding public 
* holiday or local holiday lor the 
Biithajatra festival. Page 113r 
Ques^i(^ jjy — regarding, establishment 
,of * a municipality at BdldanJ^ 
PaK|#^19. • ■ 

(Question b;P^rd|!arding number of dis- 
tricts affe<!ted oy the recent flood. 
Page 285. 




Qudfetion bf — regarding distribution of 
^bjillfi. 181. 

lestion hv~ regarding burrowpits in 
the diftnob of Murshidabad. Pages 
90 and 91. 

Vtiestion by — regarding! protection of 
fJiaganj town from erosion of the 
river Bh^girathi. Page 252. * 

Question by— regarding* number of 
•cases disposed of under th^ Bengal* 
Agrit^nJtiyral Debtors’# Act. Page 
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IfariM, Hal Sahaiiir tareaara NarayaB-< 


condd, 

' c 

Question ny-^regarding flood in Jhe 
Murshidabad district. Pages 27 and 
28. ■ ' 

Remarks by — on tbe Bengal Relief to 
tbe Poor and Unemployed -Bill, 1937. 
Page'232. 

^ r 

— withdraws bis resolution regarding 
public boliCay ^or local holiday for 
tbe Ra^hajatra festival. 114. 

Bmall tHas of Chittagong— J 

^ Question regarding — . Pagfes 424 and 

" 426. ' ' 

Students of the Rajthahi Collegiate 
School— / , f 

Question by Khan Bahadur -Maulvi 
Muhammad Ibrahim regarding*^ -. 
Pages 628 and 529. ' ' 

Students' Union, etc., of the Presidency 
College. Accommodation for thj^ 

Question by Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid 
(Jhowdhury regarding — . Page 527. 

/I 

Sugar Industry — 

Qurstion regarding steps taken to pro- 
tect the — in Bengal. Pages 32 and 
33. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon^hle Mr. H. 8.— 

Motion by — for consideration passing 
of the Bengal Maternity Benefit, Bill, 
'l9:i8. Pages 53G and Ml. 

Notice of a motion given by — the the* 
Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1948, 
be taken into cons^r/ltion on\a 
i'ortnin date. Page 147. ' 

'Reply by — the motion for considera- 
tion of the, Bengal Shop Prices Regu- 
--♦ion Bill, 1938. Pages 242 and 243. 

Speech by — in support of clauses 2 and 
3 of tbe Calcutta and Suburban 
Police Amendment) ^ B,ill, 1939. 
Pages 663f^,fi64, 665, m, 667. 


^ Suhrawardy, ths Hdu’Mt Mr. H. , 

•Speech*^ by — on tbe resolution of 

Mr. Ranajit Pal Choudhury, regard- 
ing levy of pilgrim 'tax on rt^^ay * 
tickets sold for Navadwip aflf^ 
c NavadVJip Ghat/ /Pages rllO and 111^ 

Suits and casts In Uia civil coMrtt4^ 

o 

Question regarding — . Pages 174 and 
. 175. 

SupiAomentary estimate ^of expenditiil'e;- 

Presentation of — by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Nalini Ranjan ’barker. Page 466. 

Surgeon to His Excellency the GdvernoP^ 
of Beggar— 

. , Question regarding appointment of a- 
Pages 428' 429. 

Sgt.-MaJor W. J.'^errangan— 

QuestioV^ regardy'.g assault on— of l^e 
2hd Battalion Border Regiment in 
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